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SET TERS; 
Divided into three Parts. 
THE FIRST, 


Containing thoſe which were written from 
eAberdeen, where he was confined hiya len- 
rence of the High Commiſjion.drawn forth againſt 
him , parrly upon the accouor of his declining them , =» 
.. partly upon the account of his Non-Conformitie, 
| THE SECOND, andTHIRD, | 
Containing ſome which were written from 
eArwoth , before he was by the Prelats perſ=cution 
thruſt from his Mimiſtery;aod others upon divers oc- 
cafions afterward , from St. Andrews, London © c. 
Now publiched, for the uſe of all the people of God; but 
mor e particularly 5 thoſe, who now are, or afterward 
wr er 


may be put to ng for Chriſt & his Cauſe ; By « 
ab xe and people of God. 


The fourth Edition, ' 


- 


— 


J@H. 16, 2. They sball put you out of the ognes ; Yee , the 
time cometh that who killeth you, amr aw bord doth 
God ſervice, Vers. 3. And theſe things will they do unto 
u » pp aeg Ameghrt tra Father . nor me. | 
" TTHLIS5.1. 6. Seeing it is @ right cous thing with God, tore< 
compenſe tribulation = as that ar rhys. Vers. 7. Aud 

to yok who are troubled, reſt with us, when the Lord Yeſus © 
shall be revealed from Heaven with bus mighty Angels, Tc. 


Printedia the Year 1692, 


_—_— id — Vw” ——_—_ ww” Ooo—_- kh 


CHRISTIAN. READER.? 


Iarendedar firſt , ro have given thee , the trowt- 
ble of a larger Preface ro theſe Epiſtles ; .þuel 
VA perceived upon fecond thoughts : thar as rhow 
PL 9 Shouldeſt bear a loſs in being thereby kepr up 
a ) too long at the entry, fo I ſhould gairy byt lict 
by following my firſt look ; & therefore 1 have &n purpoſe + 
forborn wharl1 intend:d: Wherein, as I bave pleaſed my Telf 
no worſe, ſo 1 am ſure | have pleaſed thee mochberter; than * 
if 1 had followed forth a deſign, whereby thou conldeſt 
' have reaped (o little advantage: And rhereforelraving and * 
layiog it afide, 1shall covine my felfts' what doth more 
pecuhacly relate to this great y little Book: 6 (+ id 
Ia rhe carry give me leave to tell cheery, that as there"are 
many of the Authors Papers , both-poſemick and prafical”, # 
which he tarended for publick-uſc and advantage , rhar will 
never ſee the light, becauſe ents «Appelle;- pi@tures, 
which was cicher to be perfeRed by his own pencil or wholy® 
ly laid afide )) he carriedhis pen away wich himſclf, ſeaving® 
w-in the generation thar world undertake to follow hiy%? 
notion and finich it , or if they shouldeflay tr, it wenld by. 
in the ifſac, humans capitis cervicem fwd ere equinam : bf 
which accountthe Church of God may lament the 
ſuch a Maſter in [ſrael: as the world (Tay )is, arnofinkl * 
los, by being ro of fo richarreafure, which was inten« 
ded forthem ; fo, rh:fe few , which the Aarhor didnor 'ac /* 
all intend tor publike uſe, arc bere ſeat abroad : hedid vie + \ 
lence ro the defirevof many in :efofing to pnblich them 
( howbeithe was known co conſult the {atisfaQtion and ad- 
Jewner 4 the truely godly, morethamnhis own comentment 
oreale )/nec becauſe be choughr them unworthy ofaTchol- 
ler , as notheing ſtuffed with a great many Cater | 
& * | 


If any alled:e this , it's yon Cauſe pro Cauſe; but the true 
realon why he endeavoured to {uppreſs and conceal them 
From the world , was, leſt any' wan thould think of bim 
above whar was meet; becauſe ( it not of the abundanceof 
' revelation , Which yer God did indeed ay 74" r= 
vabr , as will beclear by comparitig-whathe foreſaw , both 
as ro the work in general , and as to ſome particular perſons, 
with the evext ; yet) of the abuadapce of ſaul-refresh) 
manifeſtations that he had : "This was the truc reaſon hich 
made him inexorable , and kept him from liſtening to the 
molt preſſing & aſlidyous entreaties of his friends: he had 
many whings which commended him to the people of 
Gad , . buthis covering his great attainments as a Chriſtian , 
and the preguancie of bis parts as a ({choller , with the vail 
ef humility ( which1s the chicf ornamevr of a gracious ſpi- 
rit ) as it did render him peculiary & deſervedly dear to 
them, ſfoir made both the one the other ſhine more 
brightly, & did beſides their native and intrinſick beauty , 
i've an adventitious brighene(s and luſtre to all that great 
Rock of Grace and tore of Parts, which were found(rars avis 
in terris ) zoyntly in him. It was manifeſt co all who were but 
a lictle acquaint with him , that bis modeſtic and bumiliry 
was ſuch , chat in all bis moſt emigcar appearances for God , 
heſtgdicd to dilappear ,- leſt he ſhould by ſtanding vp, be 
goilry of interceprung apy part of that glory , which belongs 
'to tum alone , of whom are all things, © for whom are all 
things: neither was be at any loſs hereby; for thus he became 
reat in the Kingdom of God : bis grewivg downward , in 
that high and Golpel-adorning grace of humility , made 
him grow upward in farour with God and all Good men; 
and thus by denying himſelf, and ſecking God alone, he 
both found what he ſoughc , and gor what he was not wil- 
ling to take , por would own as his due. 

But, beſides this true account 1 have given, why the world 
yasdeprivedof (ouleſyl and cdifying a piece to this day; 1 
think ic ſhould not paſs without aremark, that God it his 

ood providence, hath reſerved the publication thereof , 
| r ſuch a rime as this, wherein ic ſeems to promiſe a fiogular 
' adv beyond & above what was probably attainable 

At any ſeaſon: Firſt as the ſuffering people of God, who 

' while they are deprived of theſe things ip peblick "wo 


moſt part, whictr comforted them over all rheir ſorrows, 
aud while the of the Sanuary( becauſe rhe Philiſimg 
have ſtopped molt ofrhlioſe wells , our of which chey uſed to | 
draw and drink wich joy , that , which was ſweerer to che 
taſte , thap honey co the mouth ; orthey have chrown thas 
intochem , which hath aoc only made them lo{e their for- 
mer relish & {weerneſs , but hatch rendred them fo birrer , 
that they ace now become gall aud wormwood ) are turned 
imo bowling and bicreg lamentation ; wile it is thus , 1 fay x 
with the people of God , that inſtead of being made glad ith 
hi-houſe of = , as formerly, they are Cabin tor the / 
cealingof rt of falema aſlemblies : x Sa may io cheie lad | 
hours commune with this ſufferer, - who net being willin 

to cat his moeſel alone, ſpeaks to:them good words , wm 
comfertably he celierh-you, beloved (ufterers, whac a heavers 
is 10 be hadin Chriſt's company , 'even when ye are put to 
bear the croſs , & to have {hame and fufferiug for bis fake 
2s your infeptrable companion: Newher is his diſcoarſe 
ypoe this (ubje&t, ancmpiy or idle tpeculation; nay , be 
ſpeaks what he knowerh ; rhe God for whoſe Cauſe he (uf- 
fered comforted him in the tike rn batation , & fo be isin 
caleco comfort you, by the comtores, wherewich bc ligy- 
ſelf was comforted of God. Next , astothofe of the Miui- 
ftcrs of the Goſpel , who by the viokeuer of their Adverſwricy 
are driver from their flocks { which ro a godly Mmiſter 
is the greateſt of aflictions | ſuck } ſay, may re for 
Rreogrhning of their bavds , while they ars pt 1s concen # 
with thoſe thatareroo ſtrong for them , how this noble 
witnels, who ſuffered for the fame caule , carried, how he 
acquitted: himſelf, & overcame : the Archiers ſhor fore at 
him, bur bis bow abod in it's ſtrength, che arms of his hands 
were madeſo ſtrong by the hand ofthe mighry God of Ja- 
cob , that he was too hard for all that entered the liſts wictv 
kim : & when they chonghe they haddone ſufficient , cither 
toforce him to a compliance , or to make tiim faiar under” 
the eftets of their fury , by depriving him of hismioiſtry , 
which wasdearer to him than his-ife,, he vas nor by all 
this fo much put to ſuffering (ro ſpeak properly )as he was 
for a ſeaſon alittle removed from. the noiſe & diſtration 
that is abroad in the world , to be alone with God, O blef- 
fed (olicude ! Oſweer locietic ! he wescakca out of the cla- 

3. 


mour: 


mour & confution that is here below,up tothe mount, where 
he- was admitted ro ancer familiarity, & experienced the 
ſwecruels of that tellowship withGod, which he had preached 
uaro others; Thongh he was nottaken from the earth, yer he 
was not ouly-keept trom che evil that was then, and is now , 
inthe world; bur he imjoyed fuch a heaven under bis heavy 
preſſures , that if the being abouthis. Maſter's bukneſs , had 
not. beca prized bytum,as preferable ro his own conſolation, 
he would nave bcen ia hazard of forgerring the troubles of 
Zion;aud of ſayingyit'sgood for me to Bherebat he was ſuch a 
ſervanc,as made it his meat & drink to-do his Maſters will;he 
' had fo learned Cheoiit,, 480 prefer ig eoncernments to his 
Chict jy : &thereftare;, ye will find him often in-rheſe Epiſt- 
les , feaſting upon the confolations of God , with the tear ins 
his cyc,whule he cemembers Zion, & calisro mind che deſolar 
condition ofthe flocks of Chriſt [ particularly his own ] for 
whom nothing was prepared. He foand' in his folrude 
ſuch a meaſure of preſeace , as could -hardly have been 
1 1 1a » outof the chamber ofpreſence-, where-there 
as tulnc(s otjoy & pleaſure for evermore: hekgew more 
this happy reticemear, of the exerciſe. of them' who are 
above ( who being made Kiogs unto God), have crowns 
upon their head, & being made prieftsallo , facrificetheſe 
tothe giver) then he could have learued , by revolving all 
the yolumes thatare written in mauy ages z amidſt rhe 
greateſt ontward calm & rranquillicy : This is the ſummer 
fruic which grew ourof the hard rree of the croſs of Chriſt 
that he was put to bear, which was (oſ{vreer co his rafte, thac 
1 made him difdain che dainties of his Adverſaries,and dilce- 
lichcheſe ſour and unſavoury delights of the fonsof men , 
which however they mayar firſt ſeem ro have ſome perty 
ſwrer in them , yet they quickly fer the reerh ofche eater on 
edge, and are found buter1a the belly, andof a bad bge- 
, ftion: Theſe were the quier fruics of righreouſoeſs thar his 
| ſecvaut reaped by his ſufferings for Chriſt, & thatin ſuch 
plenty , thac out of his abun , he ſends ſome baskets 
of theſe (weer fruics abroad amongſt his friends , both to 
bring upa good report upan his Iberal Lord and Maſter , 
. who allows on his followers , while they are-pinched with 
penury of other comforts, full meaſure , heaped up , run- 


nivg over, and ithakem together , and upon the croſs of 


Chriſt 
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Chriſtalſo, tothe end it might appear , that this burden is 
ſo far from imbirreriag the life of a ſuffering faint , that by 
the contrary , as the ſufferings of Chriſt aboundin him , ſor 
his conſolationalfo abouadeth by Jeſus Chriſt. ;The publi- 
cation chen, Ifay, of theſe Epiſtles , ſeems in providence 

to be tryſted on purpoſe , with the ſafferings of his ſervants 

arthis me thac we may beencouraged by his example , ro 

a Zealous faithfulneſs, & a cheerful ſuffering , & may wax 

bald by his boads , under, & in which, he did experience 
mucty of the glorious liberty of the ſons of God i How oft 

do we find him preferring his confinemeng ©* to all” the 
ſublunary conrentments of hisperſcecuters ? heredidhe feed 
upon theſe purcandunmired delighrs, which put fuch glad- 
neſg ia the heatt y as expels all che latent & lurking vriefs 
that are there , and cauſe:hrthe foal , while facrounded with 
al outward troubleto (ing , while they feed upon aſhes, and 
fill their belly with the eaſt wind , who feaſt vpor the rears 
ofrhe people of God, and feem to have nothing elſeco incer- 
rupttheir tranquillity , bur how they may trouble the chil- 
drenof peace: Ir was under this reſtraint , and in this houſe 
of his bondage, when being ſhur up from , and ſpoiled of all 
creature comforts , that he found the ſurpaſhog [weerneſs of 
the confolations of God : which taſte beſt when they ate 


- moſtfree of the mud, & mixture of other injoyments: rhere 


it was where he found the rrurtvof that ſaying of cMNeguſtint = 
Tanta eſt dulcedo celeſtis gaudii , ut f & jo. I difflueret in + 


- infernum , totam amaritudinam inferni abſorberet : If one drop of 


heavenly joy should fall into bell , it would fwallow np, or ſwee- 
ten , all the I of that place of torment, The love of God 
and the joy of the Holy Ghoſt, was ſo abundantly ſhed 
abroad'in his heart , while he was in the furnace, thar his 
croſs was not only made thereby light & eafic , & his life 

leaſaut , but ye have bim often ſaying (becauſe he found! 
by theſe fo es what inconecivable conſolation muſt be 
in the immediat viſion and foll-fruicion of God ) tharif chere 
were no other way to come at the poſlcfſion of that blefled- 
neſs, he would, not only 'thuſe to {ſwim through a ſea of 
ontwatd troubles 34 bur he would wade through the lake of 
fice and brimſtone, to be poſſeſſed of God himſelf: and here 
is none, 'who knew the gracious ſobriety of this holy man, 
that will judge he cowplemenred in{ayiaglo: nay, thete are 

4 


none ,, 


none, who have Fouad what 2 cool refreſhing ſhade and 
aboundant conſolation the ſoul finds, in the company of 
the ſonof man, while they walk with him and the 
flames of che moſt ſcorching fiery trials: but they would 
think » if he ſpake orherwile. Let ns then be athamed 
to ſcare arthe croſs, or at Chriſt's company , becauſe of it ; 
ſince ic bears the man , who bears it : Let us reſolve to rake 
joy fully the loſs ofall things , life it ſelf not beingexcepted , 
inthe ſcrrice ofſuch a Malter , who makes us gainers by our 
loflcs , aud then in a ſpecial way makes up all onr wants, 2c- 
cording to his riches 10 glory , when we have forſaken «ll to 
Gllow him : Let us ſtudy to carry in the ſight of Adverſarics, 
as men who cannot be made miſcrable by aliftion: for if we 
be bur indeed faichful ro him , we are more happy at our 
worſt, then we know; or rather we are only in fo far miſera- 
ble, as we know not how happy we arethe whos admitred 
to know that he hath a place in the heart of God , needs bur 
care lirtle what be meer with from the hand of man : 
this may wipe all rears from his cyes , even while he 
Gghs our that fad word , I am poor and needy , that be 
knowcth , and is in caſe to. add that other, yet the Lord 
thinketh upon me , & doth carneftly remember me ſtill : And 
by che way ( though it's peicher far out of my way nor 
thine , nor excentrick + my preſent purpole ) ter meſay , 
that if the queſtion were moved, how it cometho pal 
that he found ſo much , and other worthy ſufferers allo be- 
fore him , that theſe things feem almoſt dreams, and in- 
erediblerous? truely ( without ſpeaking any thing of the 
abſolute ſoveraigaty of God, who may do with his own 
what he will, anddiſpenſcas he pleaſera , both as tro mea- 
ſure & time ) the reaſon may ſeem to be very obvious : his , 
& their witnefs- beariag for Jeſus Chriſt , did every way , & 
an all reſpe&ts, exceed our's: They gave ro God as Kin 
{ though it was of his own they ſerved hior ] their Teſtimo- 
wes , againſt :he corruprions of theis times , whether in 
aL or Parliament, or Church-men , had ſo much of mi- 
miterial faithfulneſs, ſo muth of freedom , ſomuch of 
ave and Goſpel- becoming boldneſs in them, fo much 
ly zeal, even for the leaſt of the concernmenrs. of the 
Kingdom of Chriſt -{ upon which we are loath ro ſtare our 


fuftcriogs, or for the kreping whereof we are unwilling 
tg 
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to hazard the loſs ofaay thing ], that ic wa#appartdr, they 
loved hum fo well , that they loved not their lives nnto the 
death , and that Chciſt could require nothing of them , ava, 
Ggnification of.cheir zcal for his intereſts, which chey were 
not at a point topart with , 'and were not ready to give 
away : And he uponthe other hand, ro make i appear ,char- 
they could not ſerve the Lord for aorhiog » androevidegce 
his ſpecial complacency in ſuch a zealous frame of ſpirit,did,, 
not only extraordinarily ſupport thery ander their crovble,, 

fo that they did not fink, even when they ſeemed to others,, 
to be prefied out of meaſure , and beyoud' ſtrength ; bur 
did manifeſt bimſclf in a-moſt familar manaer uno them , 
fo that when they were almolt at his, that- they had por 
whereapon to lay theic head, they had then free acce(s,, ro 

lean ir 904 lay icon his boſom: in a word, Goddid deelare,, 
that he thought nothing roo great , nor too far chem, 

who gave xa ry away (o1ntirely to an if the 
queſtion were aſked at God , whenceis1r, that there is fo. 
valt a difference berwixt his dealing with. his former wit- 
neſſes, and thoſe _—_ ſome kind of teſtimony to. 
his name ? He could quickly filence and. put to ſhame the- 
movers of that queſtion , by ſending us back , to ſee what: 
adifterence there is , berwixt what thoſe worthics did and: 
{uftered for him : and what we have done, though. under: 
moe obligarious , ar leaſt ſubjetive, under mee oths , Cor. 
venants » ingagements, proteſtations , and theſe often ret 
terat, than many of them were : He merthem ,. asmen» 
whoſe hearts were lifted up in the wayes of the Lord, as 

men who rejoyced and wrought rightcouſaeſs, and could 
neicher be flattered nor frowned our of their fidelitis and 
freed6m , and he hides himſelf from us ,. as it were aſhamedi 
of ſuch witneſſes, whole very teſtimony. is fo unworthy 

of ſucha Maſter , and (o far ſhort of wher it oughr tobe, 
as. it indeed we were, ashamedof him- and his truch , or 
thoughe the torn and the lame a ſufficient facrifice for 


| _ him, It was not the main queſtion of theſe men iva ſuffe- 


ringtime, how much they might lergo, and yer krep the 

ſabſtancials of religion , or how long ikey ſhould be bleor , 

outof fear, leſt while they endeavoured to acquit them» 

ſe: ves faichfully, they ſhould both be reput rash and 1m- 

prudzax ,. and provoke the Magiſtrate, by yenting their 
- 


peed= 


needleſs jealouſies, to do what be intended not: They did 
pot think it enough to give ſome oblique tutimatiou of 
theic diſhke, or balf figutfication of their detcſtation of 
theſe courſes, whereby they concerved their Maſter's um. 
teceits , wronged his pretegative, incroched upon » and 
the whale indavgercd: Nay, nay,tiefe men of God;who knew 
the times , andwhat 1ſract had to do, thought ſuch a car- 
rage unworthy of the Ambaſladours of Chritt , who'are ſer 
for the defence of the Goſpel , and vpon the tnatrer but as a 
-"Couching of Aﬀles under the burden : they would ſooner 
have parced with their lives, thau with onchootof what be. 
longed ta their Maſter, They yo, Fr it more worthy ofa 
watchmaa , to put all on their guard, upon the leaſt appes- 
rance of the d Po of an encmy , than ſuffer themſelves 
tobe thameful y ſurpriſed in their ſecuriry;And they thoug, be 
it more [ike the good ſouldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, to cover the 
ground where they ſtood with their dead bodies ; then , #s 
afraid or terrified by their adverſaries in anything , tomake 
a diſhonourable retreat> He who would have put them from 
witnelling a good confefſion , when the danger of the 
work of God calied them: to cry aloud: and not to ſpare ; 
behoved , not onely ro have threatned them ( for that would 
not havedone the buſineſs , they being men of ſuch mer- 
tm], 25could have looked death out of countenance in it's 
woſt formidable ſhape, and carryed ia the face of all op- 

ofition , as thoſe whom no affliction could make mifera- 

[6) but to filence them perfely, he behoved to have lent 
them into-the other world ; which could nor be terrible 
to them , whohad the certain expe@ation , that if ſo dif{- 
miſſed, they ſhould take vp their place amougſ the ſouls 
under theAlrar , flain for the word of God, and their teſti- 
mony that they held: And I may fay particularly,to the com- 
mendationof thegraceof God , io this his faithful ſeryane 
( who having ſerved his generation according to the will 
of God , isnow fallen moe thatrethe obſervation of all , 
he never was afraid of the face of man, in appeating for 
the intereſts of Chriſt , either knew he what it was 
io be filent ,, when he ſaw theſe in hazard ;- nay , be 
was l[uch aſon of Levi-, as knew neither friend nor brother 
in the matrers of God: Which bleſſed diſpofition did ac- 
company him . to his grave ; for though ſuch was the 
10- 
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indulgence of his Maſter te ſo fairhfula ſervant , chat he 
would have him todie in peace ( though hedenied him nar 
the honour. of a martyr , dying under a ſentence of coufine- 
ment to his own houſe ) plucking him our ot the jaws of a 
bloody death, wherewith he was threatned , and which 
was intended for him , by them whoſa, indignation bad 
almoſt come co that wes » as ro lay evans, marter » .bring 
him hither upon the bed that we may kill him: for not being 
ſacisfied ads teſtimony of the | byficians , nor the Ma- 
iſtrates, not the Miniſters of the place, certifying, that 
was notable to travel to Edinburg [ as by the ſequel was- 
roo (adly confirmed Jhe was confined 10 his own houle, when 
he was not able to goabroad , & put ro thameia that place , 
where he had deſerved|y gained the repute of one of the moſt 
learucd & ſuccesfully laborious Doors, that ever had filled 
that chair , & one of the molt faithful & diligent Miniſters 
that ever watched over , or labouredamongſta people, 4h 
Scotland, Scotland\whiches halt thou cauſed thy shame to go ? 
If it had been an enemy who had ſoughe to deal thus with thy 
Seers & faithful Prophets, it had become thee berrer , to have 
hid theſe by fifties in caves , from the fury of their enemies, 
of if thou couldeſt got have preſerved the lives of ſuch wor» 
thies , either to have dicd with them , or to have made it ap- 
pear , thou only lived. to lawent the loſs of a greater trea-” 
ſure, then if thou had(t loſt all che gold of [dre and Ophir 5; 
but for thy own ſword to devour thy owa Prophets , & thar 
under the colour ot law , what canſt thou fay for this thar 
will ſatisfie? what Apology canſt thou make to God, for miſ- 
uſing his Prophets, & shedding the blood of the jult in the 
midit of thee >} What canſt thou ſay tor ſatisfying the 
Nations , who have heard of the renown of theie 
men» thele precious ſons of Zien, comparable to 
fine gold, who have been dathed in pieces in the midſt of 
thee , and dealt with, as carthen picchers, the work ofthe 
hands of the potter? wilt thou not be ſpeechleſs , & nor 


have wherewith to Anſwer him that reproveth and repro- 


ched rhee ?. Canſt thou look forward, and not blusb to 
think ; what ſuceecding generations will fay of thee } Whar 


wilt thou ſay, when it shall beasked,, by one whou thour 


mult Anſwer , what manner of men were thele whoſe: 


blood thou didſtshed ? ( however thou haſt repreſenced: 
*® 6 theas 


them now as malcfators , that thou mighreft deal fo 
with them ; yer thea muſt thou (ay ) all of them were: 
as the ſons of Kings. Ah Scotland ! Scotland ! the molt 
folemol ingaged to God , andthe molt guiley and an« 
grate of all rhe nations uuder the heavens ; Doſt thou 
nor fear after all-chis, che cry of the ſouls underthe Als 
tar ? Saying with a loud voice, how long, O Lord, holy and truey 
doſt thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell 
on the earth? Thou was once made uſe ofas a Carpenter, 
to fray the horns of them who did push che inheri- 
rance of the Lord ; but now the ſpirit of the horns 
hath entered into rhe Carpenters: and doſt thou think chy 
{cif ſecure afterall rhis? It's rue , there ig no viſible power 
or party uponearth, of whom thou haſt much reaſon to be 
afraid ; bur remember , that he who is higher thau the _ 
eſt regarderh,, who will make inquifinon for the blood of 
Kis ſatats, which thou baſt ſhed and his intereſts: If thou wile 
fear nothing elſe , let me recommend the Scythian fear un- 
to thee, of whom it is reported, that they fear norhing , 
but that the heavens chould fall upon them: Alas ! if thy enemy 
be above thee, how wile thou guard thy head, or fecure 
thy heart , when he gives the blew, and recompences thy 
weyopue thine own head ? butif chon wilt ſtill go on , and 
mlſtead of ſmiting on thy chigh , and ſaying, what have I 
done ? harden thy (elf, and chiok ro nouns; I thall defire 
Grace to have ſbcha frame offoul , as to weep for thee in 
ſecrer : but to revurn to my purpoſe from which this fad 
meditation hattra little withdrawn me: though ſuchy | ſay , 
was therendernefs of his maſter ro this feryant, yer when 
he had nothing elſc to complain of (being for mavy dayes 
together before his death ; filled with a3 much joy of the 
Holy Ghoſt as he could hold ) he weat away regtating chis 
—_— ſweer ſubmiſſion to his Maſter's will ) that 
died notin thatbed of honour, and was' not brov 

Forth , ro breath our hisfife aod laſt upon a ſcaffold , fince 
his Maſterwas dealing ſuch favours amongſt his followers 
( for to ſome ( and bleffed be he eternally who carried them 
Honogrably throvgh) ir was given , not only to believe, bur 
allo ro ſufter, and rothe conv idtions of their eyemics , as 
men who ſeemed rather totriumph over that King of ter- 


: Q415 , thanto be davored by it's'dteadful aſpect: ) and —_ 
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he was taking fuch proofs of the fideficic and affe ion of 

ſome of his followers, it will aot be amiſs, for chis pur- 
poſe, toinſert his own words, which were taken from his 
mouth, not once but often reiterat : Now [ (aid that faith» 
ful ſervant , even when he was upon the threshold of glory, 
ready to receive the immortal crown ] my tabernacle is weak, 
and I would think it a more glor10us way of going heme, tolay 
downmy life for thecauſe , «t the Croſs of Edinburg or St. An» 
drews ; but 1 ſubmit to my Maſter's will. 1s it avy wonder 
then, I ſay', fince he, andthaſe other worthy mens wayin 
witneſſing for God, was ſo unlike ours ,and lo far beyond 
whar is to be found-in our faint appearances for him, as 
the one keeps no pangeney with the other 3 that there 
thould be ſo remarkable a difterence, betwixt his bearivg 
witneſs ro,and teſtifying his complacencie in whar they did, 
and what wedo: if therebe, for the moſt part , ſome pro- 
portion, berw ixt the diſpenſation of God , and the diſpoſi- 
tion of men; What wonder , that he who admitted them 


to rhe neareſt familiaricy with himſelf, deal thus with us , 


and fo let us knowhis breagh of promiſe ? nay , if there be 
anythingſtrauge , ard to.be wonderedat in this, itis ra» 
ther , that he hath not been more tertible to us, by writing 
his diſpleaſure againſtour lukewarmneſs in greater Cha- 
zacters , than that we have not been more indulgently deale 
with, Ir is exceedingly oball our concernments , to lay this 
to-heart, and aricady to: conſider, whether this be net 
the very thing that makes him keep a diſtance from us. I 
fuppeſe, upon a very overly ſearch ,and ſurvey of our way, 
ic will be found}, that by our unworthy carriage in his mat- 
ters, we have rewarded this evil to our own ſouls : Our (ut- 
frring [ if it deſerve that name ]: is with leſs edification and 
advancage to the Church, and leſs comfort co our own 
fouls; becauſe if our teſtimony be weighed in the Ballance of 
the ſanctuary, it will be found light, and ro want many 
pron » hot only of what it ought to bave , bur what theirs 
d whole work was found porte before God. Bur it we be 
really deſirous, to bedeale with as they were [and what is fo 
defirable, nexe to heaven, andthe coming ot the Kingdom 
ot the ſonot Gad apon the earth ] ler us endeavoutto carry, 
as they did: were they.nor men of the like paſſions avd is- 
farmicies with.us > why chen ſhould: nat weaim, ro be 
ou 9 ——_ 


men of the like fairhfulneſs and zeal with them : then is it 
that we may hope to have ſweet and halcyon dayes in his fer- 
vice ; fuch as will make us the cavy of our enemyes , a com- 
forc to our triends, and an ornament to our neroge, _ 
by ſhall a report be brought up upon the ways 0 , 
ns we Ryo Es bees hoy lineſs with all diſ- 
advantages , and when accompanied with the fiery trial , is 
great gain , and hath ir's hundred fold in this lite , even with 
perſecution. Let us ſtudy to be ike them in goivg abour our 
Maſter's work , and then we have rational grouud to hope , 
that he who shewed by his dealing with che cloud, of witnel- 
ſes that went before as(and do ſtill compaſs us abour,and call 
to follow on ) that he was nor unrighreous , to forger their 
zeal in doivg, their patience in ſaftering , their work and 
labour of love; will alſo remember us , with the favour 
that he bore to theſe who went before us : then may weer- 
p<& that he will ay roour ſoulsin ſecret , when we have 
faithfully acquit our ſelves for him in publick , go your 
way now, and ear your bread , thought be brown , with 
joy» and drink your drink , thoughir be not wine, witha 
merry heart; for 1 have accepred your works , and theſe are 
come up in remembrance with me. © bur one of theſe 
hours, which Ar. Rutherfoord bad in God's company, 
were worth many years ſuffering , and ſweating 1n the beac 
of the day! I know the Prelats and their Party , will think 
themſelves ata loſs; to bear of ic , or haveit id ,. that God 
didad.nit to ſuch familiarity with himfelf; bis fairbful wit- 
neſs againſt the wickedneſs of their way S raur indeed , it 
is a ſpecial prejndiceto them ; for tbough ic be ſtravge , yer 
they who perſecate his favourites and followers, would even 
be thought ro do God good ſervice] bur leſt 1 should ſeem tg 
ſay , thar there was (ome ſingularity in God's dealing,with 
him © which 1 know would grate che car of ſome of them , 
who pretendto be chiefamongſt the reſt , that had a parti- 
culac ſpleen againſt this eminent ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt ,.I 
need nor crouble the world intelling them who be is , that 
being no ſecret,though 1 know nor whether he would blush 
to have ir ſaid, he hated and perſecuted a man, fo greatly 
belovedof God , and dear roall his people , or if he would 
not rather boaſt of ir ; 1 owe him the charity chat the 
latter of the two will be his choige z. and that for fear ct be- 


wg. 


ſeorers: for Mr, Davidſon, 


ing charmed he will ſtop his ear from hearing” that , why 
per ſecuteſt thou me ? and will eflay to juſtifie himſelf, and 
fſatisfie others , by ſaying ( according to his accuſtomed 
candor and conſcience ) that he was a rivg-leader amongſt 
the Phanaticks :- it will found harsh alſo 1 know , is he 
cars of them, who, in joynivg with him , have ſerved 
themſclves heirs, to theſe, who went before them, in 
perſecuting him , ard fuch fairhful men as he was: For 
as they have come in their places , fo they perſiſt in theig 
practices, ouly withthis d:Ference, that in making ha- 
yock of the Church of God , they our-do all that ever 
made Apoſtahe rorhat way , ar {run at that rate , in endea« 
—_—_— the tuin of the work of Reformation, as it they 
were afraid to be out-ran by any who ſhould come after 
them , or haveit (aid , that there had ever been men, 
who with more malice did perſecute , and ſtretch forth their 
hands, nor againſt certain of the diſciples , bur agaiuſt the 
whole Church of God, Reader , in I pray thee, that 
Inow -and then digreſsio @ parembeſis, while theſe men 
come ih my way , for thou knowelt very well according to 
the proverb , that the devit ſhould have bis due ,and Idefire 
to do-them juſtice , & here Icloſc ir, if they ſhould rake 
ie ill , Lay, to have ſo mach ſaid tothe advantzge of this 
worthy map.” 'If it will be acceptable to them ro hear 
it, 1 have a miod to gratific them fo far , as to (ay, 
that My." Rutherfoerd was not alove in this, as his prac- 
tice in that oppoſition was not peculizr to himſeld { tor he 
but walked in the way of them wholeft him an example , 
to continue with Chriſt in his remptacions ) fo , his privi- 
mo were not fo peculiar ro himſelf, that he had nove 
to (hare with im: And therefore 1 fay > can reap 
any- (atisfaQtion by having it ſaid ; or if they have a mind 
Rl ro quarrel, ſee if there be any of chem 1m caſetocon- 
vince me of a falshood ] that God made it known , not 
ouly to themfelves, burtothe world , how highly be cſtee- 
med the fidelity oft others alſo before him, who were his con- 
Kant witneſſes _ introducing and eftabliſhirg of Pre- 
lacy in Scotland , he not only made themſelves find what fa- 
yourits they were,by putting them (if I may ſy ſo)upon his 

Mir. Welsh, Mr; Bruce and many 


the yaliani ſouldiers 94 Chult agd worthy _— 
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in their time , were known to have been Prophets ( which 
I could evince by maay particular paſſages , but they deſerve 
a more honourable mention , _ it may be ſome will un- 
dertake it , then to be (hot up within the limits of a paren- 
theſis )  particulary removed Mr, Welsh, who at home , 
and abroad in Frence » was taken notice of , a5 an extraordi- 
nary manzasa ſervant from whom hisMaſter did not conceal 
what he was about to do: not one word hath fallen to the 
ground, of althat.which by that Seer was foretold, concer- 
ning the trouble of Scotland: Hath not the {word of ſtrangers,. 
according to his predition , been made druck with the 
blood of the flain? Is not Chriſt crucified this day in Scotland, 
which he foreſaw would follow ? Yea, and buryed too;and 
for fear that he ſhould riſe again. there is by the procure» 
ment of the cbict Prieſts, a watch ſet, the great ſtove rol-- 
ledto-the mouth of the ſepulchre is ſcaled , and all made as 
ſare as they can: becauſe if he riſeupop them again, this laſt 
rrour will prove worſe than the firſt by far:the Lord, I ſay, 
th fullfilled in every circumſtance the word of his {ervant 
hitherto; ouly the laſt part of itis not yet accomplished, 
wherein he foretelleth of the glorious reſurrection of Chriſt 
crucified and buried in Scotland ; bur the exact accomplith- 
meat of the former , puts us in expeation of the latter , 
notwithſtanding that- the great ſtone of an A reſciſſory , 
and many ſubſcquent Ads (uicable to that fad One , 15 rol- 
led to the month of the ſepulchre , and notwithſtanding 
thar the Prieſts. (the Prelats I ſhould fay ) have by their 
1mpocrunity, procured an order from the-Magjftrate ro 
make ic as {ure as they can, and being now clothed with the 
formaliry of that law whereby he was crucified ( for alas we 
have a law vow, by which law be muſt die! ) they are moſt 
diligent in ſerting their watches and makingall faſt : This 
is the thing, I ſay, that his ſad-hearred diſciples are in expe- 
Qtation of; notwithſtanding of all the endeavours of lus 
enemies t& the contrary , and then Pre/acy in Scotland will 
breath outit'slife andlaſt rogrtber:: for berween Chriſt's 
riſing and ceigning, andeheir falliop » there hathever been 
ſecn amongſt us, acertain connetion: And-truely for as 
great an caemieasthey may think me , Iwould makea very 
friendly overture unto them {T-grant 1 come to counſel 
uncalled , andl hoptalſo, that my foubihall never coter 
ante 


into their ſecrets) anf{this is the advice I have to give them 
that they would cven look fo far before their nole , as to 
make their Teſtament , fo as they are incaſe to go 16 
Kirk and market ; bur 1 fear 1 loſe wy labour; forereever 
Judas will part with bis pieces, he is io the next doer to 
himſelf, and who can help it , God not only dralc 

thus with them , I ay , as to put them upon his (ecrers , bus 
he made their very enemicstake noticeof them ofe-rimes » 
3s nzen that bad been with Jeſus, Hath it not been a heart- 
Rajing , and hand-ſtrengthening remar&amongit the ſer- 
yancs and people of Godin our native Land , eſpecially ina 
declining time , thac God did ſingularly ſhine from heaven 
upon , and ſhew his atisfaction 1n the way , and towards 
perſons of thoſe of hjs ſervants , who ſtood firm ia 
their oppoſition to Prelacy z and that he did as fignally , one = 
way or other , either ſooner or later , give fignifications of 
his diſlike of the way and performs of them who turned alide 
to theſe crooked courſes > And was it ever more yihble ( as 
to the latter part) thanas this day 2 Ic may be that they 
will chink it ſufficient to convince me of a lye, that theis 
$andgrandure is feb , as if they had monopolized 

to thera (elvesal] the riches and konour of the Nation ; but if 
they will have patient! re-hitar me toeAmen, I may poſſibly 
Gon viecce them of a truth they arc nos willing ro hear ; for I 
only grant, thar they have for their Maſter's dire- | 
ions ,. inhibiting them, to lift up themſelves above their 
brethren , but L will grane thisalfo { for they muſt 
have-much given them have carryedaway the 
primecy , and precedency the Nobility , on whoſe necks 
they now trample ; bur when all this is graceedthem», yet 
_—— not convinced me of telling an uncruth : they 
mlt have leave to pur our mine andother mens eyes beſidess 
{ which wearenor willing to give them ; though if avy man 
would gratific his Grace,  avd their Lordsbips , he mult part 
withcheſe in the firſt place ; for animplicir faith is the baſis 
and foundation of their Kingdom of darkneſs , without 
which , it would fall abour their ears , and but overwhelm 
them inthe rubbish , andchar would be very (ad rothemy, 
for I ſuſpet they have no great: mind to die ] before this 
come {o much as under debar , almoſt with indifferent menz 
wheher God be angry at their way > His very giviugot 
.cm 


them up, to perſecute bis peopleand fervants, ſayes no» 
thing , if itſay oor this ; that what eyer be their ourward 
prodherity » he hath claſſed them wich Pharaoh , in pouring 
our his plagues apon their heart:Is nor this ſeen, that ſo ſoon 
as a man becomes {erious in ſeeking of God; he becomes the 
butt of their malice , and the mark againſt which they bend 
their bow , and ſhoot the arrows of their indignation ? And 
ſo ſoon as any begins to mind ſeriouſ}fthe concernmenrs of 
his ſoul, then , ſonemonitore , hc falls ina diſlike with them , 
and their way : Ido not ſay, that all who hate the Pre» 
lats are Saints ; for there is ſufficient in their way to. make 
them odious to othecs ;- but is not this known, thartheſe 
who once beginto ſet their face towards God , turntheir 
back upon them ? Jam ſure this obſervation does ſeldom 
fail , or cat be proved falſe in our native Land : And 
then on the other hand ,. fince theſe men were exalted, 
do notthe wicked walk on every fide > 1s there not a pro+ 
Fane ſpirir ( the conſtant attendant of Fpiſcopacy in Scot« 
land ) broken looſe in the land 7 Is there not ſuch a flood 
of impiery cunning! througl-che land, that carryes moſt 
men down the current , as hath hardly been feen ? hath nor 
this leprouſic ſpreadirt ſelf over the whole land > So that 
we arc an abomination andrtatktoall aboutus: Andifany 
would endeavour to accomplish a diligent ſcarch, ro find 
out che fountain thar caſts Porch this mireand. dirt, tothe 
defiling of the Land ; and defacing of con ons z he 
would i may be findic ic ooghe to be expec- 
ted :* Theſe ftreams of i and impurity run frem the 
fanQuary; hence isit, rhar profanicy goes forth through 
the whole land ; and can it be: otkerwile when ſo many 
faithful Miniſters are driven away ,and men put in their pla- 
ces to handle the law , of moſt of whom without breach of 
Charicie , irmay befaid , that they know nor God, and 
care not for the ſouls of his people: It's under the ſha- 
dow of this plant ( which becauſcit is not of our heavenly 
father's planting , we live under the expeRation, and , 
though our eyes ſhould be ſhur before we ſee it , we hope 
to dic in the faich ofir's being pluckr up ) that theſe weeds 
have-grown up , ſothat alas! The vineyard of the Lord of 
hoſts is now no more like his incloſure , ir bringeth forth 
briers-and thorns. inſtcad of good fruit :. He planted the 


Church 
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Chnrch of Scotland a noble vine , wholly a right ſeed , bur —_— 
ic became a ſeminary for Pyelats, the converſationof the ge-. 
neraline proclaims this, that we are rurned into the depenerat 
plant of « ſtrange vine unto him: This is the Prefatical reforma- 
tion, which isſurable ro it ſelf all along ; for having purged 
out of che church the fairhful Mioiſters of Chriſt | and the 
few who are yet remaining, being in. expeRtation of the 
ſame lot } what can fo!low among the people ; but, that 
the Land ſhould be drown 'd with a delog of profanity ? 
Andare we not for the moſt part ( Oh if with a ſaicable 
meaſure of ſorrow I could make mention of ir) as the 
ciildren of the Ethiopians to him ? Are not our ſpots un- 
hike the fpots of his people ? This obſervation, I ſay , as it 
was a very hearr-ſtaying conſideration in former times , 
and was inſtead of many arguments amongſt them who 
were no great diſputauts: ſo 1 hope: ( fince it was 
never more evidear) ir wilt ſtil} prove a heart-eſtabli- 
thing confideration inthe faich once delivered to the ſaints, 
Reader ,"' how deſirous foever thou mayeſt be, to bave 
dead My. Ratherfoord live in the hearts of the preſentand 
ſucceeding generations , by an account of his fiogular] 
gracious bife, and anfwerably glorious death: yer , If 
not | for that would kad mea leagth beyond che juſt limirs 
of 'an Epiſtle, where, contrary 4 my purpoſe, I find 
my ſelf almoſt arrivedalteady ]be ablero ſarisfie thy deſire, 
nor anſwer thy expectation. It's not my preſent work-to 
tell thee , that he was a Gentheman by extraftioa, That 
he wascducare at Schools and Colledyes, where he was ad- 
mired for the Pregancy of his parts, and deſerved!y looked * 
npon , even chen, asa perſon of whom grearthings might be 
expected:Of his being pirched upon for aProfeflion of Philo» 
ſophy by the Colledge of Edinburg | where he was educar ] 
whed he was yer vezy young. Of his being. called thence 
tothe Minifſtery in eArwoth | to which charge he entered » 
by the means of that worthy Noble-man my Lord Ken- 
muy. , without giving any cogagemens to the Bishop }] 
where he laboured night = day with great (uc- 
cels, the whole countrey being to him, and ac- 
counting themſelves , as lis particular flock : There it 
was » where he wrote that great Maſter- __ of Lear- 
nivg agamſt the eArminians [ whick yer was but a compend 
of what he then inteaded, his Exercitatione Apologetice : 


Ofhis perſecution by the Prelats , who were (o ſound inthe 
faith , as rochallenge and accuſe him for writiag that book. 


Being called before their bigh Commſhon court , he appeared 


and declined it, as none of the Courts of Chriſt [ nor was 
there need of any thivgelſe for @ confirmation thatit came 
not from on high , bur from below, favreir's procedor 3 
forit 's Ads has the very dy and viſage of hell upon them : 
If they will plead chat it 1s from above , they will be puzled 
to pitch. upon a periad , or fir upon any other time when it 
came down,except with the fallen <Aneels; burit may be, this 
pleaſes ſuch, Angells of the Charch['o they will be calledJfor 
they boaſt w—_ of Aantiquicy : Agd truely that which gives 
round for thisconjeRurezthat it came down from heaven in 
t DP » is, that it perſecutesrhe Saiats and ſervants of 
the moſt high ; and if there were none ſuch npen earth, it 
would have no work ] and was by this high Commiſſion pur 
from his miniſtry,and ſent to Aberdeen, where the Doctors 


aſwell as they ,, on his rewmening to his former C , 
upoa thas change of affairs, inthe Year 1638, & 
being ſhortly ater leac to the profeſſion of m the 


Univer ſity ok $8 Andrews by the Genera(l' 4ſſembly [ where 
he was led io be weithy Ay. Blair's Coll is the 
Miniſtery ] which being the ſeat of the Aveh- &, was 
the oy Natcſery of alt ſuperſtitionin worshep,, and Errous 
an Doctcine, andthe-link of all Profanity in converſation 
anfdng(t che Srudenes ; where God did ſo fingulacly ſecond 
his ſervants- indefatigable-pains , both in teaching in the 
* Schools, and preaching in the egation, that it became 
forthwith a Lebanow, out of which were taken Ceders for 
baildipg the houſe of the Lardthr the whole land : Nor 
a few ahon are this day , amongit thoſe, who have ob- 
tatied merey, of the Lord, to be his faichful witneſſes , 
againſt Scotland's preſent fhameful and: nnparalelled de - 

don : Ofhis being ſene with other worthy Miniſters , by 
the General A embly , to the famous Synod art Londen ; 
where,during the time of hisaboad, he publiſhedſeveral pie- 
ces: Ina word, of his unparalelled painfulneſs ,. and holy 
Zeal in being abour his Maſter's buſineſs ; fo that he feem- 
edto pray Conſtantly, to preach conſtantly , to catechife 


couſtancly, to-be ſtill iv viſiting the fick ,. in echoning 


from houſe to howſe , torcach as much im the ſchools , and 
ſpendasmuch time with the yourg men , asif te had been 
ſequeſtrat trom all the world beſides : and withal , to write 
as much, a$1if he had been conſtantly ſhut up in tis cloſer 
"© wp proot whercot hath been givento the world, 
y the many pieces ke hath publiſhed : bur the great bulk of 
Manuſcripts which he hath left behind Eim , and muſt lie 
buried wih Limſelt , will pur this turther out of doube ] fo 
that ouc Mr. Ratherford ſeemed to be many able godly n.en 
wone, or one who was furmiked with the grace and 
abilities of many. lr is nor, 1 ſay, my preſent purpole, togive 
any particular account tothe world of thefe ;or ot the many 
tags he had to wreſtle with , eſpecially towards the end 
of tus dayes, and of his edifying death; that may be doue 
hereafter , by a more dexterous Fury and (k1]Ifu] pep , with 
much advaniage and edification to the Church of God: 
Only 1 may fay , that ifamongſt the teathens , Hercules was 
looked upon , as {o far both above the applauſe of avy , who 
undertook to commend him,& beyond the reach of the ob- 
loquie & reproach of any , who had fo fallen out with his 
wits, as to derogat from his worth ; that it was a Probleme 
amongſt them, whether he who undertook topraiſe him, or 
he who vented any thiog to his prejudice , did commit the 
greateſt Solwci/m ( tho' it was but Beſhnms gloria tereof he 
could boaſt ) Iſuppoſe, with more reaſon, among them who 
know beter co make the true parallel betwixe things thatdit- 
fer, and are more fit to judge of that, which is of true worth» 
and great price in the fight of God, 1 ſhould ſeem more ridi- 
culousto ſay mach to the advantage of the Author , whoſe 
praiſe { withont the help of my blunt pen } is in all the 
Churches of Chriſt ; whoſe manner of life  inall Godli- 
eſs and holy converſation , rendered him dear tothe lovers 
of holineſs , aud who hath left his name for a bleſſing ro the 
choſen of God : he was a true John the Baptiſt indeed , totus, 
vox , & voice in habit, geſture, and converſation : in & 
word, in his life , and at his death , he obtained that mer- 
cy of the Lord , even when he ſaid nothing , to preach to all - 
who beheld his converſation { which was obſerved to be in 
heaven , while he converſed amongſt men J that there was 
___, bur to draw near to God: And now being 
got up above, amongſt thoſe pages of honour , who wan 
upon the King's own perſon , andhaying taken up his place 


amongſt the ſpirirs of juſt men made perfe&t 7 after which 
this ſaint often panted , andfor which he prayed night and 
day ) he doth by cheſe Epiſtles ,, which he hath left behind 
him ( wherein chou wile perceive how. his ſoul was 
drawn forth in unceſſant longings after that whereof he is 
now policſſed ) cry aloud to, you his companions + the 
ſaints that arc in the world, to come up hicher and ſee, 
that , which cannot be ſcen while ye are there ; that , 
which is only worth the ſeeing; that, which if it were 


known , would make you quarrel with death for rar, 
cla 


to (hut your eyes upon other objects : Leave the dark wo 
{ doth he ſay ) and come up hither to this blefled land of 
light , where all our childiſh thonghts of God are gone , 
and evaniſhed in this noon-day-viton , where the nudey- 
ſtanding is fully illuminat , and there is nocloud to eg. 

or eclipſe the ſoul in it's uptakings of God , where-t 
will hath a through compliance with , anda perfe&t com- 
placencie in the will of God , where the affeftions do ercr- 
nally ran in a ſtraight line towards him , and are forever 
puc beyond hazard of diverting towards any other thiog , 
oc of being enamoured wich any other objet. Though 1 
have no purpoſe to infiſt on the particulars of his life , 
or death, I ſay, yer before Iclole this ſeftion, there are 
two things which 1 cannot , I ought not , for all the haſte, 
to conceal or let paſs without @ remark , becauſe one was 
looked upon by many , as athing very obſervable, and the 
other , will I know , be taken notice of , and welcomed by 
all che e of God: The firlt relates to the time when 
this faichful labourer was removed tohis reſt , which was 
the night following that dark, and diſmal, day , wherein 
the A Reſciferie was paſt , the Lord thereby Ihewing a 
ſpecial piece of indulgence to his ſervant, .in not —_ 

rief to his ſorrow , but hiding it from theſe eyes , whic 

[ad accuſtomed themſelves to trickle down without 1in- 
termiſſion , both for what he ſaw , and what he foreſaw : 
Since the Parliament of Scotland , fo folemply engaged to 
God, would at once burſt all theſe bonds, and caſt away 
theſs Cords from th:m , which were acither our bondage 
nor our burden , bur the badge of that glorious, liberty , 
whereiato with a ſtrong hand he had vindicat us: aud 
upon the matter , they would needs fay to ay 9 
nm a ere 5 Worn 
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Ffworn ſubjefts and ſervants they 'were , be gone from us ; 
he wonld not Jet bis faithful ſervane [ whoſe zeal to the 
work of God was ſuch, that if the report of this ſhameful 
revolt had not killed him at the firſt hearing outright ; yer 
it alone , without any other fickneſls, would baye been 
more than cnough , to bave brought down his head 
with ſorrow to the grave ] ſee another ſun ariſe upon 
that Land , outof which the ſon of righteouſneſs was ba- 
niſhed_by a law: And alas! Who would deſire to dwell 
where Chriſt may pot rekde with freedom , honour , 
and fafety? Who, that prefers Jeruſalem to their chief 
joy , would loye to our- live the departing of the glory ? 
Might not Jeſus Chriſt have laid to our Porliamen , tor 
which of my good deeds isit, that ye ſtone me ? Have I 
been a wilderneſs or land of droughtunto you ? Were ye 
not houourable and renowned amongſt the Churches 
abroad , after ye became precious in my fght? Did I 
not make your Adverſaries ſenſible , that he who rou- 
ched you , ronched the apple of mine eye, fo long as ye 
were ſtedfaſt in my Covenant ? and even after ye had letr 
your firſt love , and declined from the integrity of your 
cſpouſals, I only viſited this tranſgreſſion with the rod, 
and this iniquity with ſtripes ; nevertheleſs , my _ 
kindneſs did 1 not utterly take from you , nor ſuffered T 
my faithfulneſs to fail : though I puniſhed you as a Na- 
tion, Idwelt amongſt you asa Church; and 1 did no: re- 
move your teachers into corners , but your eyes did ſee 
theſe, and ye did ſtill hear «he joyful found ; and, as if all 
that had beentoo little , I gave you the defire of your hearr , 
reſtored you to your civil liberties , which ye had finned 


away , and ſet youdownin a free Parliament: And do ye 


thus requiteme ? What, is this my entercainmenrt , where 
I was once crowned anderyed up for aKing?Whar a ſtrange 
aud aſtogiſhing change is this, that the very perſons who 
ſwore unto me the Oath of aleagance , and did ling in my 
company , ſpreading their garments in the way with ſhou- 
ring , arenowW crying , Crucifie him , Crucifie him ? Shall I * 
not have whereupon to lay my head , except it be on a cold 
ſtone in a priſon, amovgſt a people,who after a molt ſolemn 
manner , had given themſelves away unto me ? Can theſe 


&e the yery men, who with hands lified up to oy, 


did fo ofcen, and ſofotemnly ſwear , before my Father , 
and betore tas holy Angels) and in the fight of all che Na- 
tions, that chey would be minc : and that] ſhould have 
theic lives and fortunes at my diſpoſal ? Is it ble that 
theſe are the men, who carryed, as they would have plucke 
our their very eyes, and given them unto me, who now 
plat a crown of chorns and put upot my head ? Is this the 
Nation and Paryliamem , who ſwore that they would ſerve 
the Lord their God, andthat according to the Patrern ſhew+ 
<d chem inthe mount , and bound their ſoul to his obedi- 
ence by an Oath, and as they ſhould anſwer ro him, or ex- 
pe acomfortable appearance before rhe judge of quick and 
dead ? Are they [ might he ſay] thever rg nn , 
or is it another genecation , who have not heard of thar ſo- 
lema tranſaction betwixe me and the Nation , who have 
uſed me worle than the very Gaderew ? though theſe were 
void of religion , yet they had ſo much civility , aszo com- 
plement me out of their coaſts, and pray me to be , 
withour committing any other At ofholtility ainſt me , 
or beating me out of the:r borders with cuck of drum ; but 


now , ſhall it be by a law , ſcdirion , and treaſon , ro aflerr” 


any obligation to me , from all theſe Oarhs? Shall it be a 
Note of 1acapacity for any ofrruſt in Church or State, 
to lay, tharthe land is under the Oath of God, and that 
no power on earth can looſe themſelves , or make void that 
obligationas to others ; nay , that the formal abjuring of 
the Inn we, ſhall be , if not the awm neceſſa- 
rium , yet the ſine quo non , to quality a man for any publick 
emploxment : Ah Scotland , by dealing thus with thy 
Covenanted God , what haſt thou done ? may hot God , 
who was thy own God,expoſtulare with thee as he did with 
that people, Jer. 2.10,11, 12, Goabroad amongſt the Na- 
tions , turn over all Hiſtory facred & profane , call for 
the records of the nations, and ſee , if im theſe rhou canft 
hn Sana ors CE He I on done ? 
precedence mayeſt {poſlibl 3 a parallel in 
ory reſpe& thou caaſt not : art , and by 
thy (elf; in commitriog theſe two evils [ but fach two , as 
Alothers; ſach two , as athird is not 
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polible parting from the! God , and diggi 
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find what folly is in this [ 1 wiſh it be not too late] te 
pain thy (z1f in digging an<mpry Ciſtery , and in forſaking 
the fountain of all conſolation, and that a broken one roo: as 
it hath nothing in is, ſo it can hold nochiog i£ it had it : is nor 
this ro commur two ſuch evils as makes a foul or pation 
truely miſcrable ? And yer this haſt thou done : O! may nor 
the heavens be aſtoniſhed and horribly afraid at chis requiral 
we have given uuto jeſus Chriſt? yea, we were ſo bent to 
back-fliding,and fo baſty and head- wagon from 
him, that we ſeemed to Low loſt, togerher wich our loyalty 
tothe ſon of God, ail reſpet croour own reputation 'o T5 
often falls our , that men loſe the better part of their realon, 
rogether with their religion : He who lers go the one ,, does 
ſeldom retain the other ] for by that very vote ( never to be 
mearcioned , without tears and dereſtation ) whereby Chriſt 
was robbed of his prerpgative , they did [ beſides their de- 
gn ] diveſt themlelves of their owo priviledges, and while 
they un- king him , whom God hath made King in Zion, [| or 
do that which he will account ſo ] they un-Pariiament them- 
ſelves [ Dirum omen to them , aud ic may be a token 
for good to the Nation ] I moug doubt , but ſome ot 
the moſt ſagacious amongſt rhem {aw this then [ though 
the generality , without conſidering cither the'ducch they 
were digging for themſelves, by what they did , or 
the danger that would follow upon their falling ints 
it , ſutfered themſelves ro be carryed down with the 
current , and did run as thzy were driven ] or they have 
had time enough ſince, to think, in what capacity they 
could fit, and ac, after that Vere; for all laws being 


\ then repealed, wi:jch did exautorar the Prelats , and inca- 


pacirat them for ſitting , as one of the Eſtates in Parliament, 
and theſe laws then, only being in force , which made 
them an integral and eſſcatial part of the high coure of 
Parliament , the third Eſtate was wanting , while they 
were away ; without which the other two were not in Capa- 
city to Act as a Parliament; andifſo, they wy at theic 
own leiſure conſider, whether , the precious blood that they 


did ſhed after thar Vote , before the cloſe of that ſeſhon, may 
nor be required ar their hands ; as they would do well, ro 
think what they would anſwer before men, it the que- 
{tion were aſked , quo warranto did ye thed this blood? 

- le 
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" drmaybe , they would find themſclves further ro ſeek , #s 
to what to ſay for ſatisfying any , than they found theſe 
wortthics in auſweriof all the accuſations of their accuſers : 
Bat what ſhall I ſay ? It were more fit, ro weep over this, 
than tro wnite it, and ro cry unto him , againſt whom this 
1s done , Wilt thou refrain thy ſelf for theſe things , © Lord? 
Wilt thou hold thy peace and affiift us very ſore ? Alas! we made 
ſuch haſte, to pull dow that beauntul houſe, whereia 
we and our fathers had praiſed him , and to overturn the 
very foundations of the dwelling-place of his name to the 
ground , that in our precipitation to raze it, we have bu- 
ned our ſelves auder the rubbith z forrhey are blind who 
do not ſce the men who have done this , ſuared in the 
work of their own hands: andthisrtill more come , ſhould 
make the le of God Sing a Huggaien Selah. O if all 
who have hada handin it, would in time bethink them- 
ſelves? Sure, in that reflection , if they were ſerious , they 
would (mire on their thigh , and ſay , Alas! what have wwe 
+ done? The {ccond thing that I have to acquaint thee with , 
and wherein 1 know (if thou be one of them , who take 

leaſure inthe duſt of Zion's demoliſhed walls) thou wilc 
nas ſpecial complacencie , is , that as his ſervant did with 
much ſorrow of foul foreſee, Scotland's ſhameful revolt 
( which is plain by the laſt letter iu this book ) ſo, his Lord 
and Maſter , put him fo far on his ſecrets , as to ler him 
ſce a delivery to the church on the other fide of it: Letus 
have but patience, there is a Plaudite for the ſaints , and a 
ſong of praiſe for rhe moſt high, after chis ſtormis over 
and ended: mourn we may and ought; bur let us moura 
in' ce: forhe is the Lord Jehovah , who will haſten it in 
bis time : Whichas i cannor be antidated by us, ſoir ſhall 
nor lic in the power of all that oppoſe themſelves to poſt- 
poneirt: Andto that purpoſe , be ides what thou mayelt (ce 
in thelaſt lerter of this book , 1 ſhall ſer down ſome of his 
own words , without either comment, alteration , or ad- 
dirion, Upon the laſt of February 1661, Which was 
about a _— _ he _ atthe cloſe of a large Te- 

; , ve tothe work of Reformation : Theſe were 
| th £ after he had been ſpeaking of ſuffering for 
Chriſt , ) bleſſed [oul ( ſaid he) who loves not bis life to death ; 


for on fuch reſts the ſpirit of Glory and of God, 1 Pet. 4. 14- 
but 
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But werent ſay , but this is a doy of darkneſs , and a day 
blaſphemy , i rebuke : The Lord hath covered himſelf vo 
& cloud in his anger : we looked for peace , but behold evil : our 
ſouls rejoyced when his Majeſty did |ware the Covenant of God , 
and put thereto his ſeal and ſubſcription , and after confirmed it 
by bis royal promiſe, ſo, that the ſubjefts mind blefjed the 
Lord, andreſted upon the healing word of a Prince ; but now 
eAlas ! The contrary is enatted by law , the carved work broken 
down, Ordinances defaced , He We are brony ht to the for- 
mer bondage , and Chaos of Prelatical confuſions , and . Anarchy : 
And the royal prerogative due to Chriſt , pulled off his head : 
we have ſeen dayes of ſorrow , and have jeff cauſe to fear 4x be 
made toread, andeat that book , whereinis written, Lamen- 
tation , and mourning , and wee ; but we- are to believe , that 
Chriſt «vill not ſo depart from the land , but a rewmant shall be 
faved, and h: 5hall reign « viftorious conquering king to the 
ends of the earth. O | That there were Nations , Kindred , 
m_ » andall the people of yr, o the world , encome 

his throne with cryes , tears for the ſpirit 0 li- 
[5- , promiſed to be poured uponthe i won of gt, 
that effet. Thus he cloſed his Teſtimony : 1 hall only add 
another paſlage ro this purpoſe: Abourtrwo hours and an 
half before he was removed : Amongſt other things he 
ſpake , which did reliſh of heaven, and refreſhed the ſouls 
of all rhat heard them , he had chis expreſſion: / do ne 
wayes doubt of it , but Chriſt Twill ariſe and wound his enemys in 
their loins : This was only taken , butthe obſerver fauh, 
he had many to the ſame purpoſe. Now this was that very 
night , wherein the A reſciforie was paſt : As if God who 
had taken notice of (ſuch an high affront done to him, would 
ler his dying ſervant know , to theend he might communi- 
cate it to others , thac he would not only repeal thar AR, but 
that he would reſ{cinde the reſcinders : A wound in the loins, 
when the blow isgiven by the hand of him who is God 
«Almighty , maſt pcove mortal; If he wound them there, 
they muſt fall, though they were ſtronger chan lions ; for 
who may ſtand before him , when once he is angry 2 The men of 
might will nor find their hands, when the party they en- 
gage with , is the omnipotene God : When men are become 

40 high , that they are roo hard a party for any onearth tc 

deal with , if rheic way be contrary to him , then __ 
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direly in his hand,to deal with them , and it is a fearfulthing 
to fall into the hands of the living God : Heis fuch a party , as 


thou cav{t neither fghr nor fice: Oh Scotland , Scotland! if 
thou wouldcſt yet think on thy way, and remember this , 
before he come to enter the liſts wich thee, who quickly 
puts his evemies out of a poſtuce of defence! O, if thou 
wonld yet kucel before him , whom God had made King 
in Zion, and kiſs the ſon leſt he be angry! Forit he be 
angcy ,thou muſt periſh; and there is no way to prevent 
this , bur to remember from whence thou art fallen, and repent » 


and do the firſt works. 


As for the letters themſelves, I (all not offer to com- 
mend tliem , they had letcers of recommendation deeply 


cograven ou the hearts of all who haveſernthem , and can - 


favour the things that are of God; this they had, 1fay » 
amongſt them who. have their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern 

od andevil , long before they were made thus publick in 
the world; fo chey ueed not my commendation , nor will 
the derrattion of any , who have a mind for that, blaſt 
their repute ; as they are above the ene , ſo they deſpiſe tle 
other ; but ſurel am, chis may be ſaid , it thou haſt any ac- 
quaintance with the ſweet breathings of the ſpicit of God , 
it chou haſt ever ſcen by taſting how good he is, or haſt 
found what ſoul-angurſh doth follow upon the hiding of his 
face from a perſon , who hath placed his fatisfaicn ſoecn- 
tirely inthe light of his countenance lifted up upon the ſoul, 
that the man cannot enjoy himſelf , when he doth not en- 
joy him, but carries as one deprived of all that , which made 
lite more deſirable chan death ; if tou be ſuch ,1 ſay , then 
thon wilt find fomwhat here torake thee : here thou wile 
perceive both theſe conditions (er before thine eye, and 
examplified in an eminent ſaint : thou wile both find what 
a keaven the ſaints have , or is co be had in this ſideof glory; 
and how , as a ſcnfible preſence makes them forget all their 
ſorrows, ſo, afelc abſence doth imbitter all their other 


enjoy ments. 


In General I may fay this of theſe Epiſtles 
afrer thou haft peruſed them , rhou wilt ſea 
haſt many volumes wra 
great ſoul (hut up mn a licr 


and it may be 


os that thou 


t up together ina few words, a 


ſe body , much ofthe marrow of 
xcal religion ,' incloſed in eyery line: Ifchou be only taken 


and 


and delighted with obſtruſe and high- flown notions, which 
have not a native connexion with 1nflaming the heart with 
love ro God; bur are rather the [pris fatuns of the age , 
being for the molt part , fmoak for light, or at beſt, a 
dim flaſh , rifing out of the datkned underſtanding of 
men, whoſe light, till they be illuminac from above, as 
ir ariſes out of a dark dungeon, ſo, it leads to deſtruc- 
tion ; and inſtead of direiug the man who follows it, to 
aplaceof reſt, it leads him to the pit , and leaves him there 
to periſh. If rhbu be raken, I fay, with (ach kind of ſtuff, 
I thall not bid thee, bur 1 know thou wilt go elſe where : 
bur if thou be one, who loves not to feed upon athes, and 
haſt no mind to fill thy belly with that eaſt wind , which 
inſtead of nouriſhment , produceth nothing bue much roc- 
ment inthe inward parts, I know thou wilt welcome this 
piece , asthat which hath borh.meat and medicine for thy 
ſoulin it: Here thou wilt mect with one warmed with tire 
love of God, ſhining and refleQtivg heat upoa all that are 
about him , letting thee know from his own experience ,. 
what is to be found ina fellowship with God , and defirous 
of nothing ſo much, as that thou and ochers may ſhare with 
him it that ſame love , which is betrer chan life , and be par- 
takers ofthat ſame bieſſedneſs, which made him boaſt of 
God all the day , and bleſs himfelfin his aflited lor: He 
would have thee taſte of that , which made him cheerful un- 
der the croſs, and put him incaſe , not only to look, but to 
laughall his troubles our of countenance : Andif thou wilr 
bat converſe with him a lictle,it may be, thou fad thy heare 
burn within thee while thou talkeſt with this warm foul , 
whoſe words ſeem as they drop , to caſt fireinthe affections, 
and ſerthe heart ina lame : The Author in his other wri- 
tings (which have alwayes a ſpecial tinftare of holineſs; for 
even in following the moſt obſtruſenorion , and apparently 
remote from practice , thou wilt ftill perceive him ſpirare 
ſandiitatem )he is much above many men; bur in theſe { how 
low - ſoever at the firſt look they may appear ) he-is a- 
bove himſelf, beingoften, cither asa man elevate above 
the pitch of mortality, and caught up zlready imo the 
Quire of Angels , or as an Angel come down amongſt 
men, ſhewing the inhabitants of this lower world , fome- 
what of that , which will be ſtil! a great ſecret, while we are 
"4 here, 


| here, rowit, what alife they live , whoſce God as heis, 
and enjoy him. 

For the ſubje&t matter thon wilt meet with in theſe Epiſt- 
tes , I shall norſay much; there is a {weet and pleaſant va- 
riety of purpoſe ro be found inthem , whereot thou canſt 
only expect a juſt account by a peruſal of the whole; bur 
moitly thou wilt find theſe things infaſted upon , 1. What 
high (pring-tides of joy and conſolation, did fill and over- 
flow the foul of this ſufferer , fo , as ſometimes ye have him 
expreſling himſclf as pained with a ſurcharge of love | O 
rare and bleſſed diſeaſe } and having nothing elſc to (cek 1 
there are carneſt longings, after a more capaciovus ſoul , to- 
contain more-of that infinir Occan ,, which hach neither 
brim nor bottom : This is the gain of one whocan ſuffer 
the loſs of all things for Chriſt : This is the cool refreſhing 
ſhade that they find inthe furnace, which pot only keeps 
the fice of afflition from ſcorching them , or conſuming 
them into aſhes ; but makes ir a niore deſirable lot, than 
What others account the beſt of lives : the ſoul amidſt theſe 
* Rames, being admitted ta ſach a nearveſs with God), as cau- 
feth joy ro overflow all it's banks , and purfumesthe heart 
wich delight , is ſo far from complaining, becauſe of the 
+ Hery crial , tharthecroſs of Chriſt is moredefirablets ir , 
than a crown: and Gaceit isthere, where next to heaven ,. 
his people enjoy moſt of himſelf, it makes them fing ſweet- 
iy amidſt all the ourwazd forrows that befal them , and 
Puts them in caſe rocommand x conſort of Maſick within , 
while others in their fool's paradiſe ,, laugh as they bſt , 


have ſadneſs at their heart , and find themſelves pierced: 


” through with many ſorrows. 2, Ye have ſometimes a felc 

emptineſs [ for this full feaſt , is not , or cavnor be the ordi- 
nary diet, ic may well be the extraordinary diferrt of the peo- 
ple of God , while they walk by faich, and not by fight ; the 
conſtancy of that joy,a{wel as the fulncſs of ir, is reſerved for 
the chamber of preſeace , bo faint , how cminenr ſocvecr , 
even, in ſuftering for Chriſt , can expe& , that all tears 
Shall be wiped from his eyes, till he come to that land ,. 
where all the inhabitans have everlaſting joy upon their 
heads , and where he will be put beyond hazard of finaing, 
aſwel as without the reach of ſuffering } there is ſomcimes 
a fels emprigeſs,, 1 fay , tharcaſts inco a ſever of defires : 


That 
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\ 'and refre{h' che ſoul , running again into that ſea whence it 


That river of Godthat is full of warer , which did overflow 


came ; & in this low ebbe, ye {ee Low the paticot is pained 
with abſcace » & what a panting there is for a ſenſible pre- 
ſence;rhe ſoulas it were is evapourate in ſuch wiſhrs as theſes 
O! when wilt thou come unto me! Or, O when {hall I come 
and appear before thee, and be pur orce for all , andfor 
ever beyond the fear of the arifing of any cloud to eclipſe 
the light of thy countenance ! The foul in this abſence, is 
feorched with the fever and Rame of burning defires ; bue. 
ro keep ir from being burnt up, there is hope, this holds 
the foul in lifethar it expire not ; this faves from (woenin 
and perſerves from figkirg into deſpondency : And thoug 
while hopeis deferred, the heart be lick x yer there is cafe 
in this very pain; for an unerciog expeRarton of a future 
good), yields a preſenteaſe to the expeRant , and makes the 
man give himſelf the Check thus , why art thou caff down 
O my ſoul? This ſickneſs Was never yer unto death , bur ever 
ro-the gloty of God, therefore hope thoo-ia bim , for L 
ſhall yet praiſe him : In a word , that which is principally 
inſiſted opon , in theſe short ſammaries of a communion 
wirh God, is this on the one hand ,. how a hungry aod lon+ 
ging ſoul is filled and feaſted with the Conſolations of God, 
when in that poſture, how puffed and von-plus'd, as 
to what co think , or ſay of God : It knows not what to 
dv, or how to lay out it felf for him , the ſatisfaction thay 
it hath in him , and theobligarionit ſees it ſeFf under to him, 
making it look on every ching ic doth for him, fayeth or: + 
thinkethof him, wich a kinT of regrateand holy difatis- 
faftion :- It doth nor pleaſe ir (elf 1n pleaſing him 4. and? 
though he accept whac love offers, yer lovedefiderats ſo- 
much in the offering , that it preſents.all with:a bluſh; and 
fuitableto this amiable and'orderly confuſion of ſpicit , it's 
greateſt Oratory avd Eloquence, is, a kind of abrupr,, 
conciſe , and broken diſcourſe : It is moſt deſirous ro- 
ſpeak , bur not knowing what to fay , which is not un-- 
worthy of him, ic falls into filent admiration ,. and yet 
ſomething ir mult ſay ;- wherein though irdo not pleaſe 
ieſelf, yer ir makes good (en(e before him, andis a moſt 
leaſant melody in his cars; it's then , when he ſeems to be 
taken with that , whercin the ſoul finds fo mary failirgs 
* ag and' 


anddefetts , that he ſays, ſpeak on , let me ſee that blushing 
cenntenance, let me hear thy voice ; for ſweetis thy voice, 
and thy countenance is comely. And trucly thou mayeſt per- 
ceive much of this kind of diſcourſe 1n theſe Epiſtles , 
whereto the holy writer was ſo habiruar ia thefe ſoliloquies 
with God , which were ordinary to him in his retirement , 
that his pen , and preaching, didever after keep the tin- 
ure , apd had the re!i{hof that : For while many preached 
porions, aud ſome {pake becauſe they believed; he was per- 
ceived cfe-times,not fo much to ſpeak as believing,as (cetog;: 
His being {ſo long in tne mount with God , made his face to 
ſhine ever thercatier in his publick appearances: And there 
was ſome peculiar ſweernels in his Phraſe [ eſpecially in cry- 
ing up , and commending the love of Chriſt, .in mentioning 
the joy of the Holy Ghoſt, or the Glory of the life to come ] 
beyond whac was to be found , even with other holy men : 
Neither was it amongſt the dry School men , nor at cAriſtotle 
his fzet { though there were few inhe age, ſo well aquaine 
with ci:her) tharhelearned this; Nay , nay, fleſhand blood 
- dilnnt, conld not reveal it unto him, fe was a ſlndent above 
rhe clouds ; & thrre it was, where he learned theſe Metephy - 
ficks. This T fay is the thing apon theone hand which is 1nſt- 
ſted upon, and on the other, thou haſt the ſad condition of a 
ſoul deprived of theſe ſweer injoyments: He who was juſt 
now taken into the banquerting houſe, and bad the bannec 
of lore for his canopy , hath that ſpiced wine which his ſoul 
was drinking wgh delight ſnatchr out of his hand , and ics 
panting for a drop of the rivers of his pleaſure , wherein not 
long ago he was bathing bimſelf : Whereupon follows a 
uipheof ſorrow in the ſoul ; becauſe the ſunthar did illumi- 
nat and warm it , with his cayes , is ſet: Then, as if the ſoul 
would break forth at many paſſag*s together, for haſte to be 
after him , who hath withdcawn himfelf, it runs our at the 
eyes in tears, and at the mouth in complaints, becaule of his 
abſence ; yec faith ſers down the fainter upoa the brink of 
the river, and pats him under an arreſt (that he run nor 
away ) till the (ea low again: And defire makes him look 
our with a watery eye as imparient of delay, the inward 
Echo of che heart , in the mean time, being ſtill clus, 
how fong wilt thou hide thy face from me ? How long? and 
whyle he is in this poſture, ye would not know him w 
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be the man, that a few minutes ſince he was, and a fer? 
minutes hence be nay and will be: aud no wonder, fioce that 
1s wanting and away , which was the h:alth of bis counte- 
nance , that he look pale : As the weeping man's eye , being 
blinded with water , cannot take up objeRts as they are, el- 
pecial'y if they be at avy diſtance; to ye have this toly man 
in theic heavy hours , venting his jealouſtes , and becauſe 
of withd:awing , giving way to his foiruv? ; Now, a$ 
the joy of injoywg God, is by the former, made clear 
to be of all the greateſt ( for uuder 1h:{ full mamifeſta- 
tions, the ſoal may be tranſported to fuch an exialy of 
delight , that for che time , whether in the body 4 or 
our of the body , the man knows rot ) fo, the forrow 
for being deprived of that , { the giver ſeeiry it necel(- 
ſary, to with- hold and ſuſpend theſe maniteſtz ions , kuow- 
ing that heavine(s tor a ſeaſon throvgh manifcld tempra- 
tions , 1s fic for theſe , who are ſors of conlolation and 
who {hall have a tew dayes hence, au everlaſting year of 
Jubile ) is, of all ſorrows fcea to be-the foreſt and ſhir- 
peſt. This is ſoul anguiſh, and fo leaſt avy ſupporiable : br- 
cauſe ir makes the very (pirit, which if it were ſound would 
ſuſtain a man's inficmicics, ſink under it : While it is thus 
with him , ye may perceive that lus bed caunor comfort him, 
nor his couch eaſe his complaint: Andin this fever , there 
are ſome expreſſions dropped, which at:cr the b:2hc is over , 
he doth retratt, as raſh and unadvyilcd, aud upon more ma- 
tacede'iberation, is made to fay » this was m) infrmity * And 
truely he who intendeth the advautoge ofthe whole, in his 
way of dealing with every member of rhat body , whereof 
he is head , hath excellently ordered this matter , that 
they who have the fulleſt fraſts of joy , and are admit» 
ted tothe neereſt fellowship upon carih , to the eud , 
that pride may be hid from their eyes, have 'ordtuanily 
the deepeſt down-caſting; : Theſe warm hours & hot blenks 
of a ſcuſible prefence , acc often followed with a {tarp (howr 
& dark night of bitter deſertation;lo that if poor fouls in rea- 
ding theſe , ſhould begin to think or ſay , Alas ! We ate ſpa- 
ringly dealt with , we are great ſtrangers io ſuch a favonrit's 
fealtsiler them conſider alſo(befides that he was 2n A mbaſla- 
dour now in bonds,and fo his Maſterallowes liberally upon 
bim ) char their ſoul languiſh is short of his, aud fo , if they 
WY conh- 
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eonfider his condition well , they will ſee , that though he 
had much, yet he hadnothiog over ; and if they take notice 
ofthe mercy that isin rheir own , they will perceive allo ,, 
thar thoogh they have lirtle yer they have no lack ; for he 
abounds cowards his, in all wiſdom and prudence, There 
is a third condition ſpoken frequently to in theſe Epiſtles 
alſo, which lics in the middle b<tyixt theſe rwo : And that 
is, ſuchacommunion with God, as. conſiſts in the ſoul's 
being well pleaſed with him , and being moſt defirous to 
plealc him in all things, abſtrating from theſe extraordi- 
nary tranſports of joy upon the one hand , and free likewile 
of thele down caltio s$ upon the other : And this is 
che more ordinary way of the ſaints, whoſe dayly exerciſe 
is, to come and take out their direQions from rheic 
Maſter , and cndeavour to walk according to theſe, both 
as men who are ſtill under their Maſters eye, and as thoſe 
who muſt givean account of themſelves to kim : In which 
fervice they want nor their own ſweet peace ; for the wa 

wherein they walk igTway of pleaſantneſs, andall thele 
paths. are peace ; h it be not ſuch an overflowing 
peace , asSamountsto a joy unſpeakable and full of glory ; 
fo full joy is nothing clſe , bur ſwelling withour it's 
ordinary channel , and overflowing all it's banks : And on 
the other hand , they want not their own checks and chal- 
lenges ; they are otten before God with the rear in their 
eye , and know what it is to figh becauſe of a —_—_ 
dcath within them ; Becauſe of that law which is in their 
members warring againſt that law which is in their mind , 
aud bringing them into Caprivity to the law of fin, which 
»in their members; yerthis io(fier of the ſorrow of ſome 
dearto him , whoare madeto roar , by reaſon of the diſ- 
quietneſs of their Eeart, and ro cry out of the arrows of the 
Almighty ſticking within them , and thie poiſon thereof 
driokingup their {pirit , ſo that while they ſuffer this, they 
are with wiſe Heman almoſt diſtrated. Theſe things. I 
fay, arc maioly infiſted'upon , which according to an epi- 
ſtolar merhod-, lie ſcattered in ſeveral parcells up and 
down the book: In reading whereof ,. thou wilt cafily per- 
ceive alſo , that though the whole of theſe Epiſtles may 
be of fivgular uſe fora Chriſtiarr in every condition , yeta 
great mavy of chem have a more ſpecial. reference, both 


ro 


a was .  # AA a 74 4 «a _ 7£+-a4a ac 


ww 


to che comfort and the carriage 'of a Chriſtian vnder-th 
Croſs ( whether his aſ''s tion be outward tronble, or in-- 
ward f{oul-Exerciſe aud ierrour ). where he is moſt fre-' 
quently to be found: Which is all I have to ſay for the mat- 
ter. There are not a few in this generation , I kaow , who+ 
will make it their buſinel(s , and think ir of their intereſt , ro- 
derogat from the eſteem which rheſe Epiſtles do juſtly 
challenge, and will readily-ger , from all who koow how ta- 
priſe thingsaccording to ther worth;as knowing, very well, 
rhat what reſpe& theſe ger and gain amongſt readers, they 
loſe; though I may truely fay, and they will at laſt find it: 
ſo, that if they get the thing they ſeek by this artifice , they” 
loſe by that geming : and 1 may aſſure my (elf alſo , ifthete: 
either find thee a Chriſtian or make thee ſuch, they may well. 
loſe by this labour any eſteem thou hadſt tor them , bur 
they will not proſylite thee, ro their = contempe of 
ſo ſpiritual matter ; yet I know they will cflay ir: Firſt, ſom- 
what to this purpoſe may be ſaid and will be ſuggzſted by 
them , that here is ancedleſs ard cating repetition of, 
the ſame thing ; though it may be ,"They are. nor ſodifplea-® 
ſed, that it'1s ſaid often, as that iris {aid atall ; or ifthe- 
frequency of it offend them \, it is out of a fear , that what” 
- is often faid, be once liſtened to, and at laſt tearned, IT: 
grant that the ame matter and purpoſe is divers times: 
rouched and inſiſted upon ; Bur conſider ,” r, chat+this is ro+ 
divers perſons, andis there either reaſon or religion init , 
tocnyy him the Liberty of celling all the fearers of God ,. 
to whom he writes, what was done for his ſon! , or the: 
te of God, the advantage of that relation > Was isnot- 
r the edification of the Church , that all who -tad:heardi 
of his perſecution for the Goſpel , ſhould hear alfo , that: 
the world , dotheir worſt, cannotmake a ſufferer truely: 
miſerable, while God makes him happy in a communions 
| with himſelf:. The heart of perſecutioa-may dryap or im-- 
| birterall the oether ſprings, bac theo the ſoul hath free- 
\ acceſs to thenpper, and tsadmitted to drink, yea, drink: 
abundantly cf theſe rivers of his pleaſure : This is the (piced! 
wine he drinks-, and'the-mear he gets ro-eat- in fecrer ,, 
which the world knoweth not of, and'cannor take from 
him and having found how ſweet to the raſts thisbread* of: 
God, which comes downfrom Heaven, is, he cannot forbear,, 
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wetelF others 5 how he is fc.ft:d; roexcice deſires in all to 
come and ſhare with him 1a theſe 4 1nties, and forbear to 
ſurfeit themſelves wichthe world » Jeceitful meat. z. Conlt- 
der , that it is at divers times , and ſurely , he hoding the con- 
folations of God new every morning , and abounding every 
moment , it had been a piece of bale ingratitude in him , to 
have made mention of that but ouce-, which God had given 
him often. 3, Conſider , though the ſame matter be oftea 
mentioned , yetitis moſtly with a ſweerand taking variety 
of phraſe ; he brings forth the old and ew together , nay , 
there 15 ever ſo much new init, as may comribure to kindle 
newadefires in thee, in order to the ſatisfattion of thy own 
toul , to ſeek what ke found, and when thod laſt fallen upon 
that , andartfilied withit, thy praftice m telling, it over to 
others , will , &ithout doubt , have ſuch a coincdency with 
his , as will juſtifie what he hath done, and thou wile then 
judge , thatau apology for publiſhing and frequent procla- 
ming the gooduels ot ihe Lord in the land of the living » 1s 
either wholly ſuperfigevs , orit doth ſuppoſe the reader 
not ro bea Cunfti:ngatlealtin caſe. 

Second! y, ſomthing will be faid by malicious mutterers,(T 
know ) agaiaſt the apparent courtenels of ſome phrales , 
and commonneſs of ſome wo:ds made ulic of by the Author; 
who all alongſt (cis himſelf, xo make uſe of e & molt ordi- 
vary expreſhons , which are in uſe among the common ſort 
of people. Something , 1 ay , of this kind may probably bz 
belched forth , by this carping , criticizing , . profaue , and 
prejudicat age : Burit they would remember , what was ſaid 
{ by men much mote kaowing than themſclves, and more 
ablc to diſcern what ougkt tw - {poken , both as to matter 
and words ) tothe commendation of Plautus, who made 
ufc of the moſt common words that were in uſe , amongſt 
the oſt common fort of people inRome, Si ipſe Muſe loque- 
rentur ore Plautino uterentivr ;, they would ſee reaſon , rather 
10 commend a dexterous making uſe of common phralcs , 
1n writing to people of no extraordinary capacity , than 
rake , becauſe of this, any occaſion to quarrel at , or 
ery down , that which is ſo uſeful and excellear : And 
1 10 the opinion of men faithful and famous in their 
genergtion , he be the beſt preacher to a people ( and 
coulequently wricer t00) Qui , quam maxime trivialitey » 
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pueriliter , populariter docet ,as to words, and phraſes ;I'ſee * 
uo great realon ſuch haye to carp, or necellity 1 have to- 
make au Apology : But there 1s ſufficientto be laid , if nor 
for tileucing ot bablers , whoſe tongue hath moe dimenſions 
than their realoo(which makes it not worth the while to rake 
notice of their barking ) yet for ſatisfying of the more ſober + 
minded, Firſt, Conlider that this diſciple learned at his Ma- 
ſter, both (o to write and ſpeak , as not to hide his purpoſe 
ina cloud of aew coined words : He conſulted his own repu- 
tation {o little, while he ſought lus Maſter's honour , 94 
he would rather ſeem a Babler ro them , who minded no- 
thing but words ; than a Barbarian to the meaneſt , who was 
taken with ſpiritual mater: 1t Chriſt's gxample , who taugke 
theſe highand heavenly myſteries of (alration , by plain aud 
obvious <militudes, be nor ſufficient to filence {uch perſoos, 
who have habitoattheir tongue to drop ſatyrs againſt what'is 
good , whether perſons or things ;, yet it 15 cvoughto guard 
againlt the prejudice of what they take lib-riy to lay. 2.Con- 
ſider , that the moſt common words and ordinary phraſes , 
in uſe amongſt a people , may , by thegreateſt Ofatour , be 
very pertineutly uſed , for illuſtrating aud prefſing 11s pur- 


-pole : Nay , in {ome caſes , tk eſe have a ſpecial emptzatis , be- 


yord what can be wrapt up, in a great ma'-y more compte 
words , and ſcewingly neat expreſſions , and then , they are 
ſo far from being a blemiſhto a diſcourſe, rhat they ſeem to 
give a kind of ite, and add a certain luſtre ro the whole 
trame; aud thou wilt find it often fall out here, that rhe 
Author hath ſo happy a dexterity iv making the moſt com- 
mon ( and ſomtimes contempnble )phraſe, with a grace- 
ful (weerneſs , ſubſervient to his purpoſe , that let the 
greateſt maſter of words, alter bat oac of theſe words, or 
charge one of theſc expreſſions { which if they ſtood nor 
there , might almoſt ſeem a Barbari/ſm ) he marrs what ke 
undertook to mend, and while he endeavours to correct the 
Author , he leaves himſelf ro be put iv amongſt the 
Errata. z.Couſider that a great many of the perſons towhom 
he wrote , were no ſcholle:s, nay, had {o line acquaintance, 
with that', which paſſeth in the world for clegancy of 
ſpeech , that he had as good have ſaid nothing ar all tothe, 
as have made uſe of any other words than mer are pitched 
vpon in expreſling his purpoſe ; and ſo his dehign being to 
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make affeftion, or to move it in the hearts of theſe to 
* whom he wrote , there was a neceſlity to ſuit his ſtile ro 
their capacity , which condeſcenſion in him , is yer mana- 
ged with ſo much fpiritual prudence and diſcretion, as it is 
withour debafing bigh matter, or giving che leaſt rational 
ground ro mock art ſpiritual myſteries: Yea l way ſay fur- 
ther , that there is ſo much majeſty in the ſtrain , as that 
the lowoels of the ſtile is aboundantly thereby made up: 
And further, 1 might aſk thee, if thou who makes rhe 


challenge doeſt pretend robe a Maſterof reaſon , whether 


he is the beſt Oratour , who can with the leaſt noiſe, caſt 
fire mto the affections of thoſe to whom he ſpeaks or 
writes , and bring down the higheſt myſteries in religion , 
to the capacity of the meaneſt hearer and reader, or he 
who wraps up plain truths and obvious purpoſes, .in ſuch 
an obſcurity of phraſe , and perplexing iotricacy of words, 
as carryes the matter quite beyond the reach of a vulgar ca- 
pacity , without wr any other impreſhon vpon the 
mind of che hearer , than x &þ the man hath forgorten 
his meſſage, and while he ſeeks himſelf, flights his Ma- 
ſter's bulneſs ? Irotcen crears alſo a ſuſpicion , that the 
writer or ſpeaker cither defires not to be underſtood, or, 
while be endeavours to fore too high above others , that 
he hath fallen into ſuch a confuſion , as he knows not 
where to find himſelf : and if thou concede here what 
with reaſon thou canſt not deny , thou haſt granted all a- 

ainſt thy ſelf, which I need ſeek, for putting thee ro ft- 

nce. 4. Conſider , that though there be ſome here writ- 
ten to, of the greateſt quality in the Nation, and agreat 
many others, who are eminent for their nnderſtanding and 
paces , aſwell as their grace; _ yet as theſe of the greateſt 


quality and parts, may reap advantage y. by what hath 


been wrirten tothe meaneſt and moſt obſcure perſon ! God 
in his. providence led his ſeryantro ſpeak to theſe of under- 
ſtanding and parts, fo, that what was particularly intended 
for them, might be of. ſpecial uſe and advantage to. every 
one: And chus all occaſion of carping 1s taken away ; un- 
A thereſt of regul-rites of this time the Epiſcopal 
eAnthority be interpoſed , ro make us read and underſtand 
that axiom backward , bonum quo communins eo melius , 
which if it be, 1 hayc go more to fay ,. butthar ir is of a 
piece 


piece with the reſt of their Reformation. I ſuppoſe by this 
time , it may be thought, 1 have ſajdcowmuch- upon this 
head, fincert would -ſcem that ſome things ought rather to 
be faid, for making many rhivgs in them plain that are 
myſterious and dark, than to ſay fo much for taking off 
prejudice , becauſe of ſome common words and ex- 

reſhons., but as to that, I shall not undertake it : 

or there are many things. in them , | only incclligible- 
by og : andhe who wants that commentary, will 
never underſtand this rexe, 1 haveno more to ſay , cither 
for.che one or the other , bur if ary diſlike them , he may 
Ict chem alone; forl intend to obtrude them upon none ,, 
who diſtaſts chem ; yer 1 cannot forbear to adviſe even 
ſuch , ſo far ro conſult their own reputation, as, by {peas 
king againſt what the Author hath here written , not ro 
diſcover i} it ſecret to the world , that they are perſons void 
of a gracious principle , to whom the things that are of God' 
are unſayvoury : The wind of thy mouth accompanied with 
all the venom thou canſt yorir up , will oor blaſt the 
Authors reputation , ir will only be a blazing of thy own 
ſhame, and then thou wilt ſee thy (elf ſo unhappy , as to 
have hit the mark at which thou didſt not aim : For withs 
out doing him any hurt, who is far above thy.reach , thy. 
tongue falls upon thy own head, aud in ſtriking at one 
whom thou cauſt not wound). thy ſword rebounds back 
= thy (elf,. and enters into thine own bowels; butif 
thou remaineſt a mau ot imperſwaſion, and haſt ſo much. 
pleaſure in publiſhing thine own ſhame , I cannot help ic, 
tis ſufficient for me , rohave warned thee of thy hazards; 
nor ſhall I endeavour henceforth to deprive the world of 
their liberty { fince thou wilt have itſo) ro look upon thee , 
according: to the charater which thou haſt given of thy 
ſelf, and thatis, Deeſt aliguidintus, romake thee a man 
and a Chriſtian: and fince this brutith ſhape pleaſes thee , 
thou mayeſt go cat graſs and let alovethis bread , which 
1s only deſigned for Children: And fol leave thee to make 
uſe of that liberty , of ſaying what thou pleaſes , which 
thou haſt now purchaſed with the loſs of! thy own repu- 
cation, * 

If any think, it had been more convenient , to have 
coaccaled the names of chole to whom deferens, 
or 


* for ſome rcaſons obvious , ia regard of the preſene Lamen- 
table poſture okgftairs [ when it is almolt ſufficient, to 
make a maa guilty , that ever he was really zealous for God] 
I have only .his lay for my f(clt , that 1 deligued their ho- 
your and not their prejudice-nor hurt in prefixing their 
names: Neither can | well imagin [ what ever others may 
appcehead ] what prejudice they can tuſtain , by this; fance 
none , or very tew of them , come from the Author , as re- 
turas toany thing they ha+wriccef to him ; and there being 
no law , euther diſcharging him to write , or any perſons to 
reccave his letters, there can be no trauſgreſſion upon their 
part, and (o nothing to ground a prejudice, or found a ra- 
tioual plca againſt them ; And much leſs in that their names 
areprefixed 3” orif there be any thing in this blameworthy » 
Ialoueam 1a the tranſgreſſion , who have done it withour 
conſulting chemſclyes, or aſking their conſent ; yerin order 
tothe (atisfatiou of any , who may be offended at what is 
done , I have thusto ſay for my (elf further , that I was 1n- 
duced to it, firſt, thatthereby ur might appear theſe were in- 
_ decd the very Letters, which that faichtul fufterer and wit- 

neſs of jeſus Chriſt wrote [ though chere is ſufficient in the 
ſtile and ſtrain co put this beyond debat ] and no forgeries- 
2. Many of theſe worthy perſons beiug removed [ whereby 
the Church of God isat a (een and (ad loſs , in thar ſhe is de- 
prived of fo many , wha would have weeped and made ſup- 
plication on her behalf inthis day ofher diſtreſs, when not 
a few ot her friends have dealttreacheroully with her , and 
are become her enemies ] their Poſterity might think them- 
ſelves w:onged ,it I ſhould have deprived their worchy Pre- 
deceſlors , by ſuppreſſing their names and ſmothering their 
aftection to the work of God, of the honour of making 
their faithfulncſs known to the world : And truely , 1jud- 
ged it the leaſt that was due tothe memory of theſe, who 
ought to be had in everlaſting remembrance , to eceR this 
poor monument over their grave, whereby they may live 
amongſt the poſterity , whea they arc gone, asperſons who 
obtained mercy of the Lord, to be fairhful in their genera- 
tion : and that whea the account of ſuch comes to betaken , 
it may be ſaid , this and thac man was bora there, 3, 1djd 
it ro eycourge the poſterity of ſuch , | to be followers of the 
faich aud paticnce, of their worthy progenitors, and o 
they 
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they may nor, without ſhame & horrour think of declining, © 
or curning aſide , either totherigh: or left hand, from the 
way of theſe dear relations , whoby following the Lord 
fully, inanevil time, left them a noble Patern , worthy of 
imiation. , 4. As for ſuch who are yer alive, 1 hope they vill 
think , that God by this Providence, is making a honou- 
rable mention of their fidelity before the nations , and is re- 
membring for them, the Love of their eſpouſals , when 
they wentatfter him ; hereby toingage them , rocleave more 
Clolely , and adhere more firmly to him , with full porpoſe 
ofhearr, when the generality have gadded about ro change 
their way , and many ofhus profeſſed diſciples have gone 
back , and are liketo walk no more with him: And upoa the 
other hand, God will have this to be a witneſs before the 
world, agunſt any of them, who ſhall depart from the good 
way of the Lord, and be offended in him , becauſe of per- 
ſecution : I hope what ever hazard threaten theſe who abide 
in Chriſts company , that they will never forfake him , nor 
give him cauſe to ſay , what iniquity have ye found in me , 
thet ye are gone ſar from me? But if it ſhould prove otherwiſe , 
they may beſure , that he whoſe ſoul hath no pleaſure in 
any, man that draws back, and hates the work of ſuch as 
turnaſide, will count himſeif ingaged in a peculiar way , 
to lead them forth with the workers of iniquity ; but we 
hope foc better things of them all, thovughwe thus —_ 
ifnane of theſe reaſons which moved me todo this beſtrong 
enough , then let it be judged my weakneſs ; forir is more 
fit, Gar] ſhould paſs ia the world as ſuch { which is no 

reat miſtake ] than theſe honourable and worthy perſons, 
ould ſufter any prejudice, by adeed wherero they had nor 
the leaſt acceſſion. 

Reader , much pains hath been taken , in colleciog 
theſe together , . x they might be in the hands of 
many ( a thing greatly deſired of a long time by the 
godly ] which have been hitherto only in (ome broken 
and imperfect parcels, in the hands of a few ': Several 
of the molt carre& copies that could be had, have been 
carcfully corppared , and many faulrs thereby corrected , 
which were creptin, by their being ofteu tranſcribed ; and 
that by unskilful hands. 1f it tall our ſo. { as 1 ſuppoſe it (ball 
not often be found ) that they who have the Azagrafa 

: Y 


" by them, perceive any difference in a word or ſentence , 
| betwixtthis priated copy and theſe , ler them impureir eo 
my want of the principals; for though I had a good num- 
berof them , yetir was not poſſible for me to get the moſt 
Jour: la ſome very few places alſo, to the end that this 
k*mighc be of more univerſal uſe, ic may be, that a 
ſcortiſh word , which would have darkned the ſenſe, or 
readered the ſentence wholy unincelligble ro ſtrangers , is 
cither changed into ſome equivalent one, or a ſynommons 
term inferred by it; but in moſt places theſe words are re- 
tained, wichout any alceration; becauſe cither alteration , 
or addition , would have made them leſs taking with, and 
acceptableio them , for whom they were at rſt written , 
and to thoſe for whom they arc now principally intended ;. 
becaulc the life and emphatis of the Phraſe, is often found 
tolic in that very word. Bur having kept thee under coo 
loog an arreſt in the entry , I leave cheenow to peruſe theſe 
le Epiſtles, which are an account.of the many ſweet 

ours and comfortable foliloquics which that eminence 
faint and ſuffecer had with in the furnace of his af 
fiction: Whezcin there is much to be ſeen , beyond the or- 
dinary attainment of a Chriſtian, even who hath made 
ſome remarkable progreſs, and is no ſmall proficient in 
the wayes of God. Lnothing doubt, but when thou per- 
cciveſt , whilethou readeft , how mach pure zeal to God, 
doth burn in theſe lines., thou-wiltLament the loſs of fach 
a blefled inſtrument , now , when the Chnrch of God is 
brought ſo very low,and there are few of alf{ the fous whom 
the hath noutiſhed and brought up , torakeher by the hand: 
I grant it is boths rational and -retigious ſorrow; for when 
we remember the many eminent lights ( the removal of 
whom,hath brought a (ad and dark night upon the Church) 
which did lately (hine amongſt us , and moſt ſay, they are 
gone who were our faithful guides , it wouldalmoſt fcem 
pardonable, roabandon our ſelves to: ſorrow , and refufe 
ro be comforted : Quis talia fando temperet a lachrimis ? Yer 
g'ye me leave to ſuggeſt theſe things ( 1) Lergor therear 


{o blind thine cye,, as nor to obſerve the goodneſs of God ,. 


who gave us fach: It was a ſaying of an eminent and exer- 
alſed Chriſtian ( worthy to be remembred in this preſent 
caſe » aud to be but upon record for poſterity ) ——_— 
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many ſforrowful, npon the removal of one of the moſt © 
burning and ſhining lighcs , that Britain had to boaſt of 
( that great Interpreter Mr. Durhame 1 mean ) turn 
your tears and ſighs for this loſs ( aid that worthy per- 
fon ) though it jeem to you a irreparable [ an age 
hardly producing ſuch another } into ſongs of praiſes ; 
and do not fo indutge your forrow , becauſe the Ma- 
ſer hathcalled home an Ambaſladour , who did fo faith- 
fully and ſucceſsfully negociar for him ; as ye forget in the 
mean timeto praiſe the Lord of the harveſt , who thruſt 
forth ſuch a labourer into his vinyard: Let not the great- 
neſs of your grief make you forger the riches of his good- 
neſs to the Church of Chriſt in Scotland , in that there was 
a My. Durhame todic outof it: Solfay, when in reading: 
of theſe, thou remembers that the worthy Author is gone 
te his reſt ; yer be not guilty of ſ@ much ipgraritade, through 
the exceſs ofthy grief, as to forget God's care of , and kind-" 
neſs t9 the Church of Scotland , who amougſt others gave 
her a Afr. Rutherfoerd: one who was not only famous at 
home and abroad for his Learning ; but ſuch a Mini- 
ſter ofthe Goſpel, as I ſuppoſe, there is not a godly Mi- 
niſter in che Nation, who knew his painfolneſs , his tendere 
neſs, his zeal,bis ſhining and Gofpel-adorning Converſation, 
that will think he wrongs himſelf, in giving the prevence 
tohim , whoſe watchivg and weeping and unwearied pains . 
to- propagate the rruth , and profic the ſouls of men, made 
him without a match or equal , and left deep convitions of 
lhort coming , cven upon them , who may with a rational 
confidence , expect the approbation of well dove good and 
faithful ſervants , ar the day of their appearance, and die its. 
the faith of this ;. chat na the great ſhepherd ſhall ap» 
pear , they (hall reccive a crown rok. , that fadeth not 
away, ( 2 ) If nootherconfideration can dry up = tears » 
or divert thy ſorrow , while thoa doſt remember thy own 
and the Churches loſs ; yer remember that this is ſutfcient 
tomake thee mourn in hope ; that the reſidue of the ſpiric 
iswith him. We cannorl grant weep back again ( though. 
x's like ſome would be contentto weep themſelves blind , 
if rhat were lawful aod would do it ) our tamousand faith. 
ful Knoxes , Davidſons , Welshes , Bruces , Henderſons » 
Rutherfoords , Gileſpies , Guthries , with a "_ mn 
cs » 


belides , or their brethren and companions , who did 
build and fight with them , and were the reſtorers of the 
breaches amongſt us ; whereby they obtained a good re- 
port, andare at this day of bleſſed memory ind-ced ; but is 
there no hope to ſce them alive in other mens perſons? I 
IN is bar little appearance of that for the preſent: 

or Alas! may we (ay, where is there a man of that ſpirit 
to be found? Yet ler us not add this to all the reſt of our 
provocations in this wildergels-lot, to limir the holy one 
of Iſrael; fince theſe had nothivg but what they did re- 
ceive ; h- can furniſh the Church wich men of the fame 
parts and zeal ; with men who will (hive in light, fo , that 
their enemics muſt lay their hand upon their mouth when 
they have ſpoken ;. and burn in love to God and his inte- 
xeſts: and trucly it concerns all the people of God, to be 
much in importuning him , that he would again give us 
ſuch ſtandard-bearers , and that he would remember us 
now , in our loweſtate , by raiſing up ſuch , who-may. be as 
_ the Chariors and horſemen of iſracl, when the ſpirit of moſt 
is under ſacha faint , and the men of might do not find 
their hands : If we were up anddoing in this , which .is one 
great pactofour workin ſuch aſad time, and gave him no 
reſt , who knows but he would yet breath- upon many , 
Whoare now- as dry bones , without life or motion , and 
make them ſtand up for him , and plead his cauſe againſt 
them , who have lifred up their head againſt heaven , and 
their heel againſt his people ? They who by falling —_ 
till cheir haic was cut, that they were not in caſc to{h 
themſelves as at other times, when their enemies were 
upon them,mi m_ ſpoil theic adverſaries ſport,and _ 
down their Babel about theirears, if the ſpirit of the Loc 
came upon them as at other times: Or if this were not r6 be 
expected , he could raiſe up a generation , who would ſerve 
him with more zeal and faithfulneſs , than we have done; & 
that in ſuch a number , as ſhould make his Church ſay , who 
hath begotten me all theſe ? , And where havethey been? It may 
be that he who waits to be gracious , is waiting to be entrea- 
ted todo this good thing for us: Surely if we were apeople 
of prayer , and nticlaihy for this Church and Nation- 
mercy , we might be ſurpriſed now » when we have (cat - a 
toKcen 
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token'for good, & when our luke warm temper has baniſhed 
the faith of ſuch a mercy almoſt out of the carch , with ſuch a 
return as that , 1 will clothe thy Priefts with ſalvation , and thy 
ſaints 5hall yet shou: aloud for joy : 1 will pour down ſuch a 
pleuriful meaſure of che {pirit upon them, chat by their zcal& * 
faithfulneſs, the years which this cavkerworm and cater- 
pillar of luke-warmn« {s hath caten up,ſhail be reſtor-d unto 
you {even told ; which wolW@ carry alongit with it , the ac- 
compliſhment of that other great and Gofpel pronule , bis 
enemies will I clothe with shame , but upon himſelf shall bis crown 
flourish. Faxit Deus , © feſtinet , ſhould be the conſtant Echo 
of our Learis, 

Reader, there-is one thing more Ihave to acquaint thee 
with, and ſo l havedone , a. ww is torell thee , that ] have 
made bold for this once, to ſend theſe Epiſtles abroad into 
the world , without the Prelets [mprimatuy : 1t he pleaſe ro 
take this for an «Apology , that the Author ſougjtt not his 
permiſhon to write them , which emboldned me totranſ- 
mic them to thy hands , without his approbarion, he may; 
for I am not iran humor to give him any otter account of 
this ation. I know it's very probable, that the fat of theſe 
may be the fire; for our late furious Prelats ( that Draco 
volans which being got upon the wing ſpours down fire 
upon the Charch , whereby the Tabernacles of God 
are burnt up through the land : For the appearance of 
this fiery meteor a always portend fmalas fatal to 
the Charch to follow upon it ) are a little more hot 
than their predeceſſors: Ir's true, theſe went {o bigh in 
their perſecution, and drave {o hard, thatit was thoughr 
ſcarepoflible for any to out-dothem in perſecuting ; tor 
they run themſelves out of breath , and never drew bridle 
till chey fell in the ditch, and we thought they had died there 
without ſucceſſion; bur Alas ! The Church finds this day, 
that in reſpeR of their ſucceſlors , they were mere novices, 
and had ſcarce ſerved their Apprentiſhip in the _ 
Art: And this puts me to think whether the people © 
God ſhould not rather ſubmit to be chaſtiſed even with 
the ſcourge of ſcorpions , than to wiſh that he would 
throw the rod in the fire, leſt if they were gone » 
and we not fit for a delivery [ as indeed we are not} it 
ibould fall out wich us , according to the ſtory of the -_ 
Wi 


F wiſcof Syracuſe , who was afraid of Dionyſius his death , 


Jeſt the devil ſhould ſucceed him : but if any ſhould fay to 
me, what and ke be alreadycome. For it the Holy Ghoſt 
call theſe men ſuch, Rev, 2. 10, who did But caſt in priſon, 
and<1d bur caſt ſome in priſon , may he not be ſaid to be al- 
ready come down now having great wrath ; when depofi- 
tion , impriſonment , bani t , yea any thing leſs, 
then declared worthy to die # henghradhrene : If an 
ſhould urge me with this, Tfay, Iconfeſs he would po 
mc into an abſolute filence; or force an acknowledgment 
from me ; If che Prelats themſelves , who are of age , be in 
caſc to make a reply,let them anſwer it:For the truth is, they 
arc{o hor __ their work, that ifit be ahereſytorhink (0 
of them , they who plead the neceſſity of their office, for 
preventing of ſchiſm and hereſy, are like to turn the better 
t of the world hereticks ; burtro my purpoſe, | ſay ,there 
«s ſome reaſonto fear, that this be thought very fit fewel, 
co make a fire in Caiphas his ball : However, though ic 
ſhould beſo, yer this 1s notthe firſt time, that ſome of the 
worthy Author's works , have got ſuch entertainment : and 
eruely there is ſo much zeal to the intereſts of Chriſt , fo 
much love to God , andthe ſalvation of men , burning in 
theſe lines ; that, thar ſpirit, whoſe clement is fire, will 
endcavour to blow the bellows, and ſeek this as a ſacrifice 
at their hands , whoſe once profeſſed ſincerity , and perſo- 
nal zeal for God and his intereſts , is now broken our, in 
ſach high Acts of rebellion againſt him , and hatred againſt 
his ſcrvants ; whereby the proverb is become plain Scot- 
tiſh, or Engliſh , or both it ye will : Onmis cApoltata ſee 
Ju Oſer : But if the Prelats would take a poor Presbyter's 
adviſe, they wouldeven let it alone, leſt the ſmoak of that 
fire, whercin they burn this , kindle a flame of juſt indi- 
gation againſt them, in the hearts of all the lovers of God, 
as menwho have a very perfedt hatred againſt piety : bur if 
they carenot ro beſo looked upon , 1 haveno morerto fay, 


beitſo: Ir's like nothing that I can ſay , will hinder them , 
from purring this piece in his hands , to whom , as I 
hear , they have committed the reviſing of learned and 
worthy Mr. Wood's Teſtimony , &c. and whoirt ſeems , 
is made choice of by them, as Secretary in Chief, for 
eviling all ſuch picges , to Wit » Foarmes Dimmurens » 


cu 


"_ Fratribus , ©. Collegis ſuis: And therefore I muſt leave 


them ro their own liberty , which 1 only do, becauſel 
cannot help it; and 1am afraid beſides, lcſt I ſbould work 
too hard , in carrying water to cool them , I over- heat my 
ſelf, and leavethem at laſt nothing cooler than 1 found - 
them : Bur as for thee , Chriſtian Reader , ir will bea ſuſfi- 
Cient imprimatuy , to tell thee, that theſe are Mx. Ru- 
THERFOORD's LirMs: Whercin he gives thee ap 
account, of many a » and joytul hour , he had 
in his Maſter's company ; whule his fellow ſervants did bear 
and thruſt him our of x & vineyard: and he invites thee to 
takea ſhare of his feaſt ; aud truely , I wiſh that both of us 
would go try and taſte, finceneither of us are like to have 
yery good entertainment any where clic. 

I have but one word more to ſay ; for I knowit's long 
ſince thou expeted I ſhould have made an end, and it's 
only to crave the pardon that I have not done it ſooner 
when 1 wrotethe firſt lines , I thoughtto have made the end 
and the beginaing ſo contiguous , chat Lthould geirher have 
put thee to this trouble , nor my ſelf to the neceflity of an * 
Apology: andinorderto that, 1did really fofbear what + 
{ as I told thee) at firſt I intended, and am carryed this 
leagth belides my deſign z bar if the length of what is here 
ofteud thee , thou art 1n caſe without doing me any wron 


to give thy ſelt the ſame fatisfation, as1t 1 had ſaid no- 
thing, by paſſing it, as ſo much waſte paper , and turning 
over to the Epiſt 


es themſelves : If thy foul be profited b 
theſe (as I hope it ſhall ) I have mydefign ; and all 1 feck 
of thee beſides, is , that thou wouldeſt wiſh his ſoul's wel- 
fare, who was at this little pains , in order to thine , and 
who defires to be reckoned by thee , amoogft the meaneſt 
and molt unworthy of 


The favourers of the dui of Zion , 
eAnd thy Well-wicher, 


CuxisTian ReaDeR, 


 Onfidering , how little need Mr. Ru- 
THERFOORDs LETTERS have 
of any mans Epiſtle commendatory , His 
great Maſter , whom he ſerved with his Spi- 
rit, inthe Goſpel of bis Son , having given 


them one, written by bis own hand, on the hearts of | 


every one , who is become bis Epiſtle, and ſavours the 
things of God , and is experimentally acquainged with 
that heart-calming , that marvellouſly ſweet , that near 
and dear intercourſe , betwixt himſelf and the ſoul, and 
hath experienced thoſe rare , thoſe moſt refreshing , yea 
and , beyond all expreſſion , ravishing immanations of 
the love of God wpon the ſoul;, and, as theneceſſary and 
wative reſult thereof , which cauſe and produce thoſe 
immanations of it's love back again upon bim , who shed 
abroad bis love in the heart : A thing, as much and 
manifeſtly exempliſſed , in theſe Epiſtles , as in any piece 
( that incomparable, that every way, in all things and 
reſpects, matchleſs, that truely none-ſuch book of God 
the holy Scriptures being ſet aſide ) the World hath = 
ſeen, or this day can show: For, in each of theſe thou 
mayeſt perceive , how the writers heart is enflamed , with 


« holy fire ; and bow his ſoul aſcends in the ſmoak ( as ſnat- 


ched 


tbed wp to heaven , and canght up above all thatis © 
below God: O bow mach is what drops from bis © 
pen , above the ordinary attainments and experi- 
exce, evenof ſuch , who feem to have outrun others! 
8 that in reſpet# of us , this Angel of the Charth 
ſpeaks, as one ſtanding already in the quire of An 
gels , or as an Angel cape down from heaven among 
men , ts give us ſome of what they are doing 
above ? I ſay , theſe Epiſtles net ftauding in need 
of any mans Epiſtle commentdatory , much leſs of what 
was prefixed to the firſt i » I have by choice 
laid it wholly afpde", ( not as retreated , bus be. 
cauſe in all reſpetts rather defettive , andevery way 
thort of what ought to have been ſaid of and to thoſe 
things therein touched ) neither purpoſe I to prejudge 
thee , by. ſubſtituting any thing elſe in its place, every 
letter , as is already binted, having its own Epiſtle 
commenda; ory in.it , and the forgoing being that to 
it ſelf and to the following , which nothing coming from 
anether Pen can be. 

I have only theſe few things to acquaint thee with , 
concerning this impreſſion : firſt , while ſome were as 
pains to gather theſe Letters, which are now added 
for publick uſe, there came forth a ſecond impreſſion ;, 
but ſo miſerably miſprinted , that the ſenſe in many 
Places is ſo.manifeſtly marred and perverted, as the 
Reader cannot know what to make of it ; ſo that this 
impreſſion was neceſſary , not only becauſe of the wrong 
the Author bath received , and the injury done to 
the Reader , who hath been much hereby abuſed -; 
But alſo , for preventing a third (_percerving how 
acceptable any thing is , which beareth but that 
wame ) which would have been propably ſo much 
worſe , even then that ſecond , as it bad been only 
@ bundle of blurred paper ſent into the world under 
the name of Mr, Rutherfoord's Letters. Se- 

T0. condly , 


gondiy, kyew , that beſides the great pains which 
hath been taken, to ſend forth this edition corred , 
for the uſe cndedification of thoſe who want it , and 
long much after it >, there-is tbe addition of foxey 
eight Epiſtles of the ſame Author, yes y 
printed. Thirdly , inew, that as it was theedifica- 
tion of the Church and intereſt of the Sarnts , 
which 'was at firſt aimed Wh, intended, and cox- 
{ulted , in gathering and publixhing theſe Letters ; 
jo to convince thee that it is not gain , ner filthy 
ducre , hich. drives t0-1bis edition , there are ſo 
many of the additional Letters printed by them- 
ſelves , as t who bave the furſt ( for I could 
allow none to that called, the ſecond, which 1 
yt” pe nc be owned as a true Copie , and count 
wy ſelf obliged , if I could , to bury it , in the 
grove of perpetual obliviow , or banish it out of the 
world ') may bave that part by it ſelf , without 
being put to a weeeſſity , of buying the whole again 
together. And thus leaving thee to peruſe what is 
made publicf., far "thy edification ; and to preſs 
this Pomegranat ., and ſquiſe this grape; and to 
fuck till thou find thy ſoul refreched with its ſpiced 
wine; and wicbing the? an experimental knowledge 
of that ſurpaſſing, and inconceivable ſweetneſs , 
which is inthe fruition of God, and ts beenjoyedin 
P er with 077 ren 2 and with his Son Fe- 

vs Chrift , and a Yang theſe pure ſtreams 
ary joy aud conſolation , f fy £5 this 
Saint ſwimed , and which 'run thorow theſe lines ; 
— vroay be "ay ſpeaks as coming forth our 
of the Kings neting bouſe , to perſwade thee to 
+4 iz thither , and feaſt, and bak thy ſoul in the 


ſame pure delights, and permanent pleaſures , where 


on he fed, and which in the foul, and 
overflow it, while the Sainr fads bi 


wmſelf, with 
his 
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bis beloveds left - hand wnder his head, andbis right. 
band embracing him , he will be to thee & Barbarian. 
I chall only with and beg , that thou wouldf# ſeriouſl 
ſeek of God, the ſame thing for him, who fab 
this for thee , and bath his deſign in the pains takes , 
is publiching theſe Letters, if thou be thereby pro- 

to ſeek till thou find: This is that adequat re- 
compence , which be ſeeks, earneſtly entreats , and 
exſpects , 


Who is 
Thy ſouls Welwisber , 


and Servant in Chriſt 7eſus. 


An Advertiſment. 


E.ADER, , 1 am driven to the unyleaſant, and affi- 
Qing neceſſity of lettiig thee know , that the Author , 
having begun a large Commentary upon Iaiah , wherein were 
many exeeilent, and uſeful digreſſions , when the late trou- 
bles , and bis laſt ſic ny ſeaſed him, and ſeveral Chapters 
thereof being compleated , it ſeems he had given out ſome of 
his papers to be reviſed or tranſcribed , which have not bees 
returned : And therefore , let me earneſtly beſeech ang ob- 
teſt any > who may have theſe papers by them , or know 
who have them , for their own peace, ( for it cannot but 
6 ſtorm in x /\mp ſoul , to refiefs vn fomanifeſt , and de- 
liberat @ robbing the Church of ſuch a treaſure , to enrich 


bim/elf) for the publick good of the Church of God 3 for 
the edicatron of the preſent generation and of the poſterity , to 
reſtore theſe papers : That while the Church,to her great offs 
is like to be deprived of many of his other writings and wor 
Yet che may 4 


; 
ve the Swan-long of this ſo aweet a [inger in 
ix 


Iſratl. Sutha ſervice will be acceptable t» God , and to bit 
Sdints , and Will be abounlant alſo by many thanksgivings to 
eur common Lord and Maſter ; which , 1 hope, will weigh 
with any, who may have them, and it may be only forbear to 
reſtore them, becauſe they know not , or conſider not , that they 
deprive themſelves of the reſt , and the Church of the whole , 
by detaining them, And , if it may have eny additional weight 
of a [ herelvyy engage , that whoſoever Shall con- 
vey theſe papers , to the bands of thoſe particularly concer + 
wed m that aff air , they shalll have @ copy of that Commen- 
tary upon Iatah , when it is publ:ched , freely giventhem : 
But leſt , notwithſtanding of what is ſaid, theſe papers may 
fill be moſt innocently withheld , either by ſome Miniſters , 
who having forgotten that ever they recerved them, have 
thrown them aſd » amongſt their own papers ; or by there- 
licques and relations of theſe Mimilters, who may be ignorant, 
that any ſuch papers are amongſt thoſe left by their decea- 
ſed busbands or friends ; Let me therefore bejeech ſuch, to 
be at the pains of looking thorow what papers they may 
bavel by them, and Þ theſe now wanting be found let 
them be forthwith reſtored. 1 can ſay no more to per /wade ro 
this piece of trouble, but that, | as I am perſwaded , even 
though they should not find upon ſearch what is ſought , 
God will yet takg notice of it ; ſo , it will not want 
this reward , at leaſt for the preſent , @ ſerenity of 
mind , as being ſure they are not the perſons , who thus 
prejudge the Churches edification , which they cannot 
have , ſo long as reſpet} to that great concern, puts 


them not to this ſmail piece of trowble, 1 muſt tell the | 


beſides ( and 1 hope this alſo will have weight , and per- 
fwade both ro &@ ſearch aſter theſe , and a reſtitution ) 
that I knew the heart and ſoul of the gracious Author , 
was more engaged in this work , and be travelled more is 
birth of this piece , the ever | knew him do of any : 
Neither was there ever any thing be put bis band to , 
which would have ſo powerfully perſwaded this panter 
after the enjoyment of fie Maſters company , to a ſub- 
miſſion , to bave had his heaven and immediat fruition of 
God ſuſpended, for a ſeaſon , as the tager and earneſt deſire 
he bad to have finished this work , before be had finiched 

ba 
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his courſe, But , having obtained mercy , to glorify kv 
Maſter on earth, and finish ali the work he gave hum todo , 
his lovely and compaſſionat Lord and Maſter , knowing what 
« ſtorm was ready to blow, yea already begun ; and confi- 
dering what his ſervart had already ſuffered , and how 
much the zeal of his houſe had eaten him up, would not 
want this faithful ſervant any longer , nor ſafer ſuch a wor- 
her together with God , to want his reward any longer, and 
therefore came and carried this burning © $hining (ight,ſecing 
and finging , out of the world, of whom the world was not 
any longer worthy : - © let none dare to murther, the Child of 
bis old Age! "Or to rob the Church of God of the labour 
of the laſt Hours of this now glorified Seer ! This true 
Zechariah» who bad underſtandmy in the viſrous of God, of 
whom it may be ſaid (© happy: ts the man to whom it is 
given! ) that when He was old and dead, His eye ( as to af 


the matters of God , and the glorious concerns of bis Chriſt , 
and inall that relaterl to his own ſoul) was nut dim ( nay 
be fell aſleep ſeeing him who is inviſible ) nor was bys ſpiritugl 
force . 


Ad Leftorem in Epiſtolas. : 


Ued Chebar & Patmos divinisVatibus olim ; 
Q Hoc furr ant Sandto clauftre Abrede a Vive: 
Profuit ut quondam tibi plus Eccleſia carcer , 
Libers quam patuli copia fatia fori ; 
His tibi foe ſeriptis carcer ific, 
Pulpita quam raxcd que ſonnere tubs. 
Pharmaca in boc proftent, contritis corde, libells, 
Hie crwcis Boyfic eſt via ſtrata roſis. 
Hic Amor & Chriſti decor , bic celeſtis & anle 
Gloria depifta oft , borrida & ira Dei. | 
Ardua materies, ſublimibus apta cothurnic , 
Hic temwi && facili fuſa legenda ſtyle eft. 
Lividus at veces fi carpat Zoilus wllas, 
Now divina ſapit , Cor ſine mente gerif. 
Preſulibus celerem attulerant hecScriptaruinam, 
knpreſla extremum preſtituntque diem. 


Mr. 
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| To My, Pay 
ROBERT CUNYNGAME, - 
Wat or o ft he Goſpelat Holy wood in Irchhad. 


# =lbcloved and revexend Brother, graces mer- = 
"A Cy and peace berroyou; upon 1 
in Chriſt, tchoughr goodto take-the op- 
Duc nity of wrinag to you ;. feeingy it 
4 emed good ro the Lord of the 
veſt, ro takethe hooks out ob our hands for a rnume., and: 
to lay upon us 2. more honourable ſervice, even to ſuffer 
for his name, Ie were ro comfortone another in 
writing. \Hhave bad a Defire to ſce you inthe face, yer 
tow being the priſoncr of Chriſt ic 1» raken away . Jam 
greatly comforted to hear of your (onldicrs-(tarely-ſpi- 
fit ; for your princely androyal Captain Jeſus our Lord , 
and of the grace of in the reſt of onr dear brethrev 
with you, have heard of my trouble , | ſuppoſe. t 
hath pleaſed our ſweet Lord Jeſus , to ler looſe the Malice 
of theſe inter ded Lords in bis houſe,to deprive me of my 
Mimſtry at #wwoth; and co confine me erghtſcore mile 
from thence to cAberden; and alſo (which was notdoue 
wany before) to inhibir me ro ſpeak ar all-ia Jeſas his] - 
A 4 name, 


'y ' Mr. RuTtHxzRrTOORD'sS Fpiſt. x, 
name , Within this Kivgdom, ander the pain of rebellion; 
The cauſe that xipeped their hatred was-my baok againſt 
the ,Arminians ', whereof they accuſed me tho three 
dayes | appeared before them ; But [erour crowned King 
1n Z0n rergy by bis grace, the loſs is theirs, the advantage 


is Chriſt's aod cruth's; albeit rhis honeſt croſs gained. 


ſo.re ground on me » by my heavineis ;- and 10ward 
Challevges of conſcience for a time were (harp : yer 
now for the incourzgment of you all, 1 dare (ay it, and 
wrue it under my hand, welcome,welcome, [weer, (weer 
Crols of Cheiſt. 1 verily chink theChains of myLord jeſas 
are all overlaid with pure gold , and that his cro(s 15 per» 
tumed , and thatic ſmelich of Chriſt ; and that the Vi - 
orice [hall be by the blood of the lamb , and by the word 
ot his cruth ; aud that Chriſt lying on bis back, ip his 
weak ſervants , and oppreſled a. \ » {hall rideover his 
enemies bellies, aud ſhall frike through Kings in the day 
of bis wrath, It18 © me we lavgh when he lavgherh; and 
clvg he is now pleaſed ro fic with wrougs foranme, ir 
becometh us ro.be filevt, uaoul the Lord hath ler the 
*  / Enemies enjoy their huogerie,, lean , and feeklefſs pa- 
.rach(E : -Blelied are they - who are content ro take 


with weeping Chiiſt : faith will ruſt the'L6 gs, 


and 1s nor baftic , nor head-ſtrong ; gerther is faith-ſo aj- 
morous , .a#co flatter a tentation , or to bud and briberhe 
erols. It is lice up or cite dawn.thatithe lamb and his 
followers can get no law+ſurety , nor trutewitherafſes,s 
ic muſt be fo , rill we be vp in our fathers. houſe o_y 
hearr is woe indeed for my mother Church: that 
plaid the barlot with many lovers; | ker ha(lband hath a 
mind co fell her for her horrible tranſgreſſions; and heavy 
will the hand of the Lord be upon : bus backſliding nation. 
The wayes otour Zion mourn , het gold 15 becomedim, 
her- white Nezaritet are: black like a-coal 4 bow (hall 
potthe Children weep's when the butbaudand) the mo- 
ther canoor agree ! yer I believe Scotlends ſkie shall clear 
again , and that Chriſt sball build again &.e old walt 
laces of Fecob , & that our dead anid dry bones Shall 
ome an-army of liviog men 5». & thats, our welbe- 


loved may yet tred among the lilies, uaal the day barals, 
an 


| 
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andthe ſhaddows flce away. My dear brother let ns help 
one another with our prayers; Ov king thall mow down 
his enemies , and thall come from Bozre, with his gar- 
ments all dicd in blood , and for eur conſolation ſhali he 
appear , and call his wife Hephzibab , and his Laud Bewtab; 

r ke will rejoyce over us and marne us;and Scotland (hail 
ſay,what have 1 to do any more with Idols? Only let us be 
faichful ro him,thar can ride thy ovgh hell and death upoa 
a windleſtrac , and tus horſe vever {tumble and let him 
make of me a bridge over a water , ſo that his highand 
holy nawe may be glorified ia me: ſtrokes with the ſweer 
mediators hand , are very ſweet : he has always been (weer 
to my ſoul; bur fince 1 ſuftered for him , his breath bath 
a {weeter (mell then before. Oh that every hair of my 
head , aud every member , and every bone in my bodies 
were a may to witacſs afair coofeſlion for bim , 1 woald 
thigk all coo little for him : when | look over beyond the 
line,and beyoud death, to the laughing fide of the world, 
I criumph,and ride upon the high places of lacob;howbcit 
otherways, Iam a faiat dead-hearced cowardly man, oft 
born down,and hungry in waiting for the marriag*-ſup- 
per ot the lamb:neveheleſs I think it theLords wile love 
that feeds us with hunger , and makes us fat with wants, 
and deſercions: I know not, my dear brotherg3f our wort! y: 
brethcen be gone :o ſea,or notzthcy are 0n my heart and 10 
By prayers : if they be yet with you,ſalnce my dear friend 
lohn Stuart ; my welbcloyed brethren in the Lord ,- 
Mr. Blair, Mr. Hamilton , Mr. Livingſton , and Mr. Mac,. 
Cleland, and acquaint them- with wy troubles, and imreat 


ath:m , ropray tor the poor afflicted priſoner of Chriſt: 


They aredear to my foul: I feck your prayers and theirs 
for my flock; cheir remembrance breaks my }eart: Tdefire 
tolove char people , and others my dear acquaintancein 
Chriſt with love in Godzand as God loveth them : I know 
that he who ſent meto the weſt , ard ſourh, ſeuds mt alſo 
ro the north, 1 will Charge my ſoul to believe and to wait 
for him,and will follow k15 providence,ard aot go before 
It,norftay behind ir. Now my dear brother, taking farewel 
m paper,l commend you all ro the word of his grace ,ard* 
to the work of kis ſpirit, ro him who holdeth ile ſeven 
art As; ſtaars 
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ars in Nis righr hand, that you may be kept ſpotleſs 
till the day of jeſus olir Lord. 1am) 

Fromlrwing,being on my Journey Y our Brother in affliction, 


t% Chriſt; palace in Aberdeca in our ſweet Lord jeſus , 
Augult. 4. 1636. S. R. 


' To his Parochiners. 


D=! beloved, and longed for in tkeLord , my 
crown and my. joy iu the day of Chriſt : Grace be 
wo you and peace, from God our father, and our Lord 
mg Chriſt, 11ongexceediogly ro know , if the ofr- ſpo- 

en-of match berwixt you and Chriſt holderk ; and if you 
follow on to know ? Lord. My day thoughts, and 
my nighre choughts are of you ; while ye fleep , 1am a- 
fraid of your fouls , that they be oF the rock: nextro 
my Lord jeſus, avd this fallen kirk, ye haverte great- 
eſt share of my ſorrow, and alfo of my joy; yeare rhe 
matter of thetears, care , fear , and daily prayers of 
an opprefled priſoner of Chriſt. As Lam in bonds for my 
high and lotty one, my Royal and princely maſter , my 
Lord Jeſus; fol am in bonds for you : for 1 should 
have fleeped io my warm neſt , and kept the fart world 
in my arms , and the cords of my tabernacle should 
have been faſtacd moreſtrongly , 1 mighr have ſung an 
Evangel.of Eaſe to my ſ6ul and'you for a time, with my 
brethren , the ſons of my mother , chat were angry at 
me, and havethruſt me ourthe vineyard , if I should 


Ravebeen broken , and drawn on to mire you the Lords. 


flock ; and ro cauſe you cat paſtures troden upon with 
meus feet, andtodrink foul and muddie waters: Bat 
truly the Almighty wasa terror to me, and his fear made 
me afraid, O my Lord , judgeifmy miniſtry benordear 
rome, butnot ſo dear by many degrees , as Chriſt le- 
ſus my Lord : God kyoweth the heavy and ſad Sabbaths 
Thave had: ſince I Iaid down at my Maſters freer my rwo- 
shepherds ſtaves; Ihave been often (ſaying, as iris wri- 
neo, Lam .5t, 53 » my enemies chaſedme ſore g's” 
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without cauſe, they have cut off my life in the dungeon, and c 
ons tr : for next ro Chrilk, [ had but one joy ,the 
apple of the eye of my delights , ts preach Chriſt my Lord, . 
and they have violently plucked that away from me , aud 
ir was to me like the poor mans one eye , avd they have 
r our that eye, and quenched my light in the inhcricance 
of che Lord; . but my- eye is toward the Lord, 1 know I 
ſhall fee the falyation of God , and that my bope ſhall 
pot alwayes be forgotten. And my ſorrow ſhall wanc 
nothing ro compleat it , andto make me ſay , what avai- 
leth it me to live? It ye follow the voice of a ſtranger , of 
one that comech in to-ihe ſheepfold not by Chriſt. che- 
door, bor climbeth up agother way : ifche man buld 
kis hay and ſtuble upon the golden foundation , Chrilt 
Jeſus, already laid arforg -_ » aod ye follow him , I 
ure you, the mans work ſhall bura and never bide 
Gods fire, and-ye and he both ſhall be in danger of ever- 
hſtiog burning , except ye = 15746 Of-any pai z-avy 
forrow anylolsthat I can ſuffer for Chriſt , and for ous. 
were laid in pledge ro buy Chriſts love ro you, and that 
I could lay my. deareſt joycs , next te Chrilt my Lord; in+ 
the gap , betwixt you. and eternal deſtruction !' © it I: 
had paper 3s broad as heaven andearts, and ivk as the- 
ſea, andall the rivers and fountains of the carth , andi 
were able to write the Jove, rhe worth , the excellency 
the (weerneſs , and duc prailcs of our deareſt, | 
faireſt welbeloved ; and rhen if ye could read and'on- 
derſtand it !'What could I want , . if my-miaiſtcy among, 
Q, ſhould make a marriage berween the litcle bride 
m that bounds , and the bridegroom 2 O how rick pri- 
forer werel , ifI could obtain of my. Lord ( before: 
whom 1 ſtand for you.) the ſalvation of you all 1 © Whar 
a prey had1 gotten to have you catched in Chtiſts ner ! O-» 
then 1 had caſt our my Lords lines and his ner witha: 
rich gain ! Ochen wel-warecd pained breaſt aud fore back, 
and 7 crafed body , in ſpeaking carly and late to you | My 
witneſs is above , your heaven would be two heavens t9+ 
me, avd the falvatiov of you: all: as two falyations:t6- 
me, 1 would ſubſcribe a ſuſpenhon, - avd @ friftivg: of 
my heaven, for many hundred years , (according to Gods + 
A. 6 good i 
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good pleaſure) if ye were ſure in the upper lodging, in 
onr fathers houſe, before me. Itrake ra wirnels haven 
and earthagaioſt you , Irake1wſtruments in the hauds of 
thac ſon, & day light , that beheld us , & inthe hands of 
the timber & walls of that kick, if I drew not up a faic 
contratt of tharriage betwixr you & Chriſt, it I wene 
not with offers berwixt the bridegroom , & you ;& your 
conſcience did bear you witnels, your mourhs coufe(- 
ſed, that there were mavy fair wyſts , & meetings 
drawn on, betwiet Chriſt and you , at communion 
feiſts*, & other occalions ; chece were braclets , jcwels, 
rings , and love-letiers {ent ro you , by the bridegroom; jt 
was told” you, What a fair dowrie ye should have, and 
what 2 houſe yout husband aad ye should dwell in , and 
what was the bridegroomesE rcellgncy,Sweecnels, Might, 
Power , the Eteruitic aad Qloey of his Kingdom, the 
exceeding deepnels of his love,who ſought his black wite 
through pain , fires, $'ame, death, & the grave ; and 
ſwimnicd rhe (alt ſes for her , undergoing the curſe of 
the law, & then was made acurle for yoy ; & ye then 
conſentcd, and faid , Even [0 1 takeibime., 1 coufel you , 
beware of the tiew & ſtrange leaven of mens jnventions , 
beſide & againſt the word of God, contrair to the oach 
Sf chis kirk, now coming among you : 1 inftrafted 
you of the'Supetſtixion , & idolatry, of kneeling 18 the 
inſtant of receiving. the Lords ſupper , & croiſivg, in 
baptiſm , © and the ob(erving of mens dayes, _— 
avy watradt of Chriſt our pecteRt lawgiver ; Counte, 
Hance notthe Sarplice , the attire of the Maſs-pricſt ,, 
the gorcient of Baals pricſts ; che aborigable bowing 
ro Fits of tree is ,commg upon you : hate & keep 
your lelves from idols': forbeat. iv any caſe ro bear 
the read-vg of the new fatherleſs ſervice. book , full 
of groſs herefies , popish and (upeiſtitious crrors , 
wichour avy warfang of Chriſt, tending to the over- 
throw of preaching: you owe no obedience to the baſtard 
Canvors, they are uvlawful , blaſphemovs and ſuper- 
Ririoas ! all che ceterrianies that lic ip rtc Antichriſts foul 
womb ,” the wares of that great mother of fornications , 
the kitk of Kome, arc io be refuled; ye ſee wakes 
they 
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hey lead you : Continue ſtill in che DoQrine, which 
ye have received :1 ye heard of me the whole counſel of 
God , iſowe no clouts wpon Chriſts robe: rake Chriſt 
in his ragges-& lofles 4 and as perſecuted by men , & 
be courens to: ſigh , and pant up the mountain, wich 
Chriſts craſs on your, back ; let me be repute a falſe 
propher (&- yone conſcience ouce ſaid the contrair ) if 
your Lord jeſus (hall nor ſtavd by you, and mainrain 
you » and maintain your cauſe agaialt your cacmics: 
Low heard , ( and my favl is grieved for it ) that 
fince .my departure from | you, many among you 
are curned back from the good old way, to the dogs 
yomir agaiag.: let me ſpeak to theſe men 2 1t was uor 
withour Gods ſpecial dizeftion, that rhe firſt. (en:ence 
that ever my wouth uttered --to- you , was that of 
Jobn,Cap. 9.39. cAnd Jeſus ſaid, for judgment came [ 
into the world. ,, that they which ſee nat might ſee 51 hd 
they which ſee might be made blind. 1t-is pollibles my 
ficlt mectin yours be, when we ſhall boch ſtaud 
before rhe dreful judge of the World: and in the 
name. and anchority of the Sou of God, my great 
Kipg and' Maſter, I write,, 6y. theſe preſents, fume 
monſcs to theſe-men , 1 arreſt their ſouls and bodies 
to. the day of our compearance.; their eternal damna- 
tion {tands ſublcribed,. and fcaled in heaven, by the 
haud write of the great Judge of quick anddead, and 
I am ready to ſtand up , as a preaching witne(s againſt 
ſuch to their face, that day, audio ſay men to cheir 
condemnation, except they repznt: The vengeance of 
the Goſpel is heavier, nor the vengeance of che law; 
the Mediators maledi tion and veugeance is twice venge=- 
ance and that vengeauce is the due portion of ſuch men, 
aud there 1 DES » as bound men, ay and while 
they repentand/amend: You were wituefies , how the 
Lords day was ſpent, while I was amovg you; O facrile. 
gious robber of Gads day, what wilt thou aotwer the Al- 
mightie , when he ſceketh ſo many Sabbaths back again 
from thee? What will the Curſer, Swearer, and Blaſ>he- 
merdo, when his rongue ſhall be roſted +0 i har broad and 
burning lake of fice aud brimſtoge ? And what will the 
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runkar = when congue , ig hrs , and liver 4 > 
and, all, ſhalt boil and fry in heading forhe 
ſhall be far from his barreis of drink chen., and 
there 15 aot a cold well of water for ham iv bell > Whar 
ſhall be che caſe of the wretch , rhe coverons man > The 
opprefſor + The decriver > The carth-worm , who can 
never ger his womb full ef clay,when in the day of Chritt, 
Gold and Silver muſt lie burot 1&6 alhes, and be muft 
comprar and anſwer his judge  andquit his clayie and 
navghcic heaven ? wo, wo for evermore , be'to the 
time-turning Atheiſt ,- that bach one God and one reli- 
gion , for ſummer , and another God and another 
religion , for wiiter, and the day of , when 
Chriſt fannerh all char is in his baru floor 5 who hath a 
conſcience for fair and mercat , and the foul of 
pon that: 


him cunneth a oiled wheels, Time,Cuſtom, the 
Worldand Command of men; Oitrhe ___ «Atheiſt, 
and feeping man, who cdgerh-byall, ( with » Gedfor- 
groe ouy Paſtors » if they lead us wwyong : 
poem rempoar down his head upen ni —_ 
giveth his cooſcicnce to a depury , and fleepeth 
while the {moak of hell fire flie by his throat , and 
cauſe him ſtarr out of his doteful bed! Oif fucha man 
would awake. Many woes ate for the over- gilded, and 
fold plaſtered Hypecrite. A heavie doom is tor the. Lier 
and white- tongued flatterer , andrhe flcing book of Gods 
fearful vengeance, twentie cubits long and ren cubirs 
broad, thar on from the face of God , ſhall center 
mo the houſe , and in upon the ſoul of him chat ſtealerh, 
ard ſweareth falſely by Gods name , Zecher- 5. ver. 25 4. 
Fdevonnceeternal ing, ſhorter than Sodoms flames, 
_ the men that boil in filthie lofts of formeation , 
leery, inceſt, avdthe like wickednefs ; no room , no 
Bot a foot- broad for fach vile , within the clean 7e- 
rhſalem. Many of you pm off all with this , God forgi 
us , we hrowno better : F renew my olf anfwer , 2, Thep.. 1, 
the judge is coming i flaming fire , with all bis mighty Ar 
g*lr, to tender vengeance 16 all thoſe , that know not God, 
ond belirve not. 1 have oftew told you , ſecurity ſhall Nay 
you : all mry faythey have faick 5 as mavy men ant wo- 
men 
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mer now , 45 many ſaints in heaven; 'and all believe 
{ Gyye } overy foul is clean enough , and good 
envugi:, for the ciean'and vew Jeraſalem above, tvery 
man hath converfien, and the new birth ; bur it 1s nor 
leel come; they had never a fick night for.fia: couver- 
fon came to cher in a night dream<. it a wore, hell 
will be empry at che day of judgement, and heaven pan- 
tall : Alace! It is ncither cafic vor ordinarie, to be- 
and to be ſaved ; Many muſt ſtand in the end ar 
heavens gates ; When they go to rake ove their faith they 
take out a fair nothing or as ye vie to ſpeak ] a blefin- 
me, O lamentable Difappoinement 1 1 pray you , charge 
you in rhe' name of Chriſt, make talk work of Chriſt , 
and falvation : I knowthere arc fome believers among 
ou ; And 1 write ro you; O broken-bearted be= 
ets: Altthe comforts of Cheſt in rhe New and Old 
Teſtament are mon O whar a fazher ard huſband you' 
have? O if 1 had pen and ink, aud'iirgin, to write of 
tim ! Let heaven} and earth be confblitar in maſhe and 
on gold, it will not weigh the chouſand parr of Chrifts 
ve roaſout , even to mie a poor priſoner ; O thar 1s @ 
maſhe and marvellovs love ! Mewand Angels uaireyour 
force and ſtrengrhio one 5 ye ſhalknot heave nor poile ir 
offthe ground : Ten thonſand thouſand worlds , as many 
worlds as Angels can anmber , and theo as a new world 
of Angels cag multiply, would nor all be the balk of a bal- 
lance , co weigh Chriſts excellency, ſweetuels, and love z 
Putren earchs in one, and let a rote grow greater then ten 
whole earths or ren worlds, O what beauty wonld be 
init, andwhata (ovell wonld it caſt! Bura blaſt ofthe 
brearh of thar faireſt roſe 16 ail-Gods Paradiſe, even of 
Chriſt Jefus our Lord, ove look of that faireſt face, 
would be infinitly , in beauty and ſmell , above all 
imagioable and created glory, 1 wouder that men dow 
bide off Chriſt: 1 would eſteem my felf blefled , if I 
could make an open proclamation , and gather all the 
world , that arelrving upon the earth , Jew , and Gen- 
tile, ard all that ſhall be bero 16 the blowing of © be 
laſt trumper , «co flock round abour Chriſt , ard to ſtand 
lookivg, woudrripg , adauring » tas." A 
k& , 


10 Mr. RaurH#zsxyOORD'S Fpiſt, 2; 
ry and ſweetneſs ;. for his fire is hotter then any 
other fire; his love ſweeter then common love ,- his 
beaucy (urpaſſeth all other beauty. When 1 am heavie 
and (ad , one of his love looks would do me meckel 
worlds good: O if ye would fall in Jove-with him ! How 
bleſſed were 1 2 How glad would. my ſoul be, to help 
ou tolove him? But amongſt us all wecould not love 
tn enough he is che fon of the Fathers love, and 
Gods delight , the Fathers love licthall upon im ; Oif 
all mankiad would ferchall heir loye, and lay it v 
him , invicehim., - and cake hjm home to your houſcs , 
in the exerciſcof prayer, moraing and evening , as I 
often defired you; eſpecially now » Jet him noc want 
lodging in your houſes z nor he uw the fields , when he 
is ſhuc ove of pulpics and Kicks. .If ye will. be content, ro 
ke heaven by violence , and the wind on your face for 
Chriſt and this croſs; 1am here one, who hath ſome 
wyal of Chriſts croſs , 1 can tay, char: Chriſt was ever 
kind tome , but he overcomerth hamſelt ( if I may ſpeak 
fo ) in kudneſs, while I ſuffer for hian7 1 give you. my 
word for it , Chriſts croſs isnot ſo evil as they call it ; ie 
is ſweet , 1ght , andcomftortable ; 1 would not wancithe 
vifications of love, and the very breatbings of Chriſts 
mouth , whes he kiflerh, and my Lords dclightſome 
ſmiles, and love embracemencs , under my gs 
for him, for a morntain of fine gold , nor. for all « 
honours , court , -and graadour of relvet-kirk men : 
Chriſt hath che yolk and hcarr of my love; 1 am my be- 
loveds, and my welbeloved:ts mine, - © that ye weie all 
handfaſte4to Chriſt | O my Deacly- beloved io the Lord, 
I would | could change my voice , and had a tongue 
taned with the hand of my Lord, and had the art of 
pabing ot Chriſt-, chac 1 might paint ouc unto you 
ie worth , 2nd highnels , and greatneſs and cxcel{cn- 
cie of that faiceſt and renowned bridgroom ! | be- 
ſcech you by the mercies of the Lord., by the ſighs, 
tears , aud hcartblood of our Lord Jeſus , by the al vation 
of your poor and precous ſouis, fet up the mountain,chat 
ye and | may. meet before the Lambs throne, amongſt the 
congregations of the ficlt borg, Lord graut , that that may 
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be the tryſting place , char ye and 1 may put up our hands 
her , and pluck, and eat the apples of the tree of life, 

we may fcaft rogerhes , and drmk rogerher , ofthat 
reriver otche water of life, that comettionr from un- 
the throne of God, and from the Lamb: O how 
little is your band-breadth , and ſpan-lergrh of dayes 
here! Your inch oftime is Leſs, thee when ye and parred; 
eternity , eternity 15 coming , poltiag on with wings z 
then ſhall every mans blacks and whites be brought to 
light, O. how low will your thonghts be of this fair- 
ſkined but hearr-rotren apple , the vain , vain , feck- 
leſs world , when the worms ſhall make their hou- 
ſes in your cyc holes, and ſhall car off the fleſh from 
the-ball of your cheeks , and (hall make char body a 
number of dric bones ! Think not the common 
gate of ſerving God , «f neighbour and others do , 
will bring you to heaven ; few, few arc ſaved; che 


Devils court is thick and many , he kathy tht 
moamber of mankuid for his' vaſſals. ot agg 


world is a great forreſt of thorns in-your way to beaven; 
but ye mutftchrough :t 2 acquaint your ſelves with the 
Lord ,: hold falt Chriſt , hear his 'voice only , bleſs 
-bis vame , ſandfe and krep bis day , keep the uew 
commandment , lave one another , 'tfer the Holy _ 
«dwell in your bodics ;-and be clean and holy , love 
nottheworld, ly nor, Jovcand follow cruth , learn to 
know God, kerp tn-mind what I caught you 3 for God 
wall ſeek an accountiofir., when 1-am- far ttom you : 
abſtain from all evil and all appearance of evil z follow 
carctully ,- and ſeek peace-and follow afrer x 1 

our your Kivg, and/prey for him ; remember me 

to- God 1n your prayers ,..ldo not forger-you: | told 
you ofrea , while 1 was with your;-andt now I write 
it-again , heavy 's Gd and fore 1 that Rtroke of the 
Lords wrath ,- chatis6oming apon Scotland; wo , wo, 
wo to this Harlot-laad , for: they thall rake the cup of 
Gods wrath from his hand , and drink ,- and ſpue , 
and fall , and vor-ciſe again. , In, im; In with 
{pecd ,, co your ſtrong bold, ye priſoncrs of hopes 
and hide you there while the avger.of the Lord paſs: 
Follow 
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Follow got the Paſtors of this Land , for the ſun is 
down upon them ; as the Lord liverh they lead you 
Chriſt, and from the good old way ; yer the Lord will 
voep tha Holy Ca.» and make this withered Kirk to 
again hike a roſe , and a field bleſſed of the Lord, 
The graceof the age pee Chriſt be wich you all. The 
propere nnd blefling ot a priſoner of Chriſt, inbouds for 
, andfor you, bewithyouall,, Awzn, 


«Aberden, July 14. Your Lawfil and loving 
1637- Paſtor, S. R. 


To the Honow able, Reverend, and Welbeloved Pro- 
feſſors of Chriff and bis Trath in ftncerity,iu Ireland. 


In non Lond, ano ene, of the 
/ yialliog ; Grace, mercy and peace be to- 
you, io Godout tether, and from our Lord Jrias 
Chriſt: Lalwayes y but moſt of all now in my bonds, 
molt ſweet bonde for Chriſt my-Lood rejoyce , to 
of yous faith and love, andto' hear thar our King, 

our welbeloved, eur bridegroam , without tireing, ſtay- 
th {till re woe you , as his wife ; and that perſecations, 
and mockings of koners have not chaſed away che wooer 
from the houſe, Lperſwade you inthe Lord, the menof 
God , now ſcattered and driven from you , pur you upon 
" the right ſcenr and purfuir of Chriſt ; and\my ſalvarion on 
it, { if cen» heavens were mine J if this way , this way that 
I] now {uffer for , this way that the world nick- namerh, 
andreptoacheth ,. aadno other- way , ' be not the Kiogs 
gate to heaven; and thall never fee Gods face, [and 
alace !. | were a beguiled/wreteh if it were ſo } if this be 
wot the only ſaving way ro heavern. Oh that you would 
take a priſoner of Chriſt's word/for ic 3 nay , 1 know you 
have the Kings word for it, tha ir ſhall wor be 


AL” TMIITITSLSAS,.SESLM-:SS.SMSTc-4 


ſt, x. Liar Ts ks Iz 
ns » ye fairhful Paſtors yer amongſt the flocks , and ye 
fncere profeſſors of Chaiſts trurh , os. any\.weak rued 
ſtrayers , who caſt bathalf ancye afterthe mM » 
if poſlibly I could, by any weak expericnce \, conkiem 
and. ſtrengthen you, in this good way » every where 
ſpoken agaipſt. I can with greateſt aſſurance [ to che bo- 
ax ap ove bane, ano NIN dearcſt Lord let ic 
be ſpoken } allert , { thoughl be bur achild iv Chriſt, 
and ſcarce able to » butbya told, andthe meanelt 
and leſs then che eaſt of Saincs } tharwe do nor come 
nigh , by twenty degrees , to the due love audeſtimarion 
ot that kireſt the ſous of men; for if it were 
grain that heaven , yeaten heavens, were Jaid in the 

laace with Chriſt, I wouldthiakthe ſmell of his breath 
above them all : fureZ am , he is the far beſt balt of 
heaven; yea, he isall heaven , & more than all heaven ; 
nay Broaggorer br-wor «5 Oggp. cop women” "." 
ica » icy helly of pain ,- rea furnaces of bramitone , 
eudall cxquifit torments, were all tas linle for Chriſt, 
if our ſuffering could be a bire to buy him: and there- 
foce faine not in your ſufferings , and hazards for hins. 


fonls ef outs, thatis dueto (weereſt ſus, Oligheft, 
© faireſt, O deareſt Lord. Jeſus , take thine own from 
all baſtard lovers ! O chat we could wodſ{r,. and fell ail 
wer! u3rm7 na, i ger ns ings ; fora leaſe 
and rack of Chrilt., for all eternity ! O how: are we 
miſted, and mired with the love. of thingsthat are in. 
this fide of time , andinthis fide of deaths water! where 
can we find a match to Chriſt, or an equal , ot a berrer 
then he , amovg created things} Oh this wortdis our 
ofall conceit, and all love with our welbeloved, O that 
I could ſell my laughter, joy, caſc , and all for him ; 


and be content of a ſtraw-bed, and bread' by weight, 


and water by meaſure, in the camp of our weep 
Chriſt! 1 know his Gckcloth and aſhes are derter, t 
the fools laughter , which is like che crackhng of chorns 
ander @ pot. Bur dlacet: we do not harden eur faces 
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't4. Mr. RiitHinrodrd's Epift. 3, 
againſt thecold north ſtorms , which blow opon Chriſt's 
ir face, "we love well ſummer religion , and to be that 
which Sinharh made us , even as thin-ſkinned, as if we 
were made of whute paper , and would fain be carried 
to heaven inacloſe covered charioc , wiſhing trom our 
hearts , that Cheiſt would give us ſarety , and his hand 
write , and his ſeal , for nothing bur afair ſummer , until 
we be Jande4 inat heavens gates: how many of us have 
been here deceived , and fainted inzhe day of eryal 3 
amongſt you there are ſome of this Stamp : I ſhall be 
_ my acquaivtance A. T. hath left you; I will 
not believe he date ſtay from Chriſt's fide. 1 deſire that 
ye ſhew him this frem me ; for 1 loved him once in 
Chriſt, yeuher can 1 change my mind ſuddenly ofhim , 
Burt che rrath is ,, char many of you , and too- many alſo 
of your neighbour Church of Scotland,” have been like a 
cengent thar fitreth mealfree , and knowerh not his bot 
ding , While bus righrs be queſtioned; and now 1am per- 
fwaded;, 'it. will be afked at every oneof us, on what 
terms we 'broke Chriſt , for we have ficren long 
_ free ; we found Chriſt withoar'a ig es 
and He' , and his ; came v ſmall char 
tour Doors ; en we net ox our feet ts 
ſeek; him : our evil manners , and the (bad faſhions 
of a' people ar caſt from our yourh , and like Mob 
not caltcu from veſſel ro: veſtel ,* ler. 48 11. hath 
made us like ſtaadivig warers', to gather a foul ſcum; 
and whey we'are jumbled, our dregs come up , and 
are (cen: many take bur halta grip of Chriſt, andthe 
wind bloweth thrarand Chrlt aſander ; indeed when 
the maſt is broken, and blown in the fea, iris an art 
hen to ſwim upon Chriſt, todne land; 'tis even poſlible 
hat the children of God, in' a hard Tryal lay them- 
1 olives down as hidden in the Lee-fide of a buſh, while 
- Chnſt cher maſter 'be raken , 'as Peter did ;- and lurk 
chere-, while. che ſtorm be overpaſt : all of. us know 
the way to.2 whole ſkin ; and.the ſingheſt heart tharis 
hath a by-purſe , that will contain the denial of Chriſt 
and a-fearful backfliding. O how rare a thing isic ,to be 
loyal and hoackt ro Chriſt ,, when heath a comro 
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with che (hiclds of the carth! I with, all of you would 
conſider , that chis irial 1s from Chriſt, iris come upon 
you unbooght (indeed when we buya tentarion with our 
own money , no marvel that we be nor rw freeof it , 


and chat God be nor at our cibow to take it off our hand ) 
this is Chriſt's ordiparie houle- fire that he makes uſc of, 
to try all the veſſels of his bouſe withal, and Chriſt vow 
is about to bring his treaſure our beface fun and moon , 
aad to tell his money, and in thetelling, to try what 
weight of go!d, aud what wright of watered copper is 
in his houſe. Do aot now jouke , or bow, oryicld to 
your adverſarics in a hair breadth ; Chriſt and his rruch 
will not divide;and his truth hath not lautude & breadth, 
that ye may take ſome of it, and lcave ocher ſome of it; 
nay , the goſpel is like a ſmall hais , that harh no breadch , 
and will notcleave tn two: itis not poſhible rotryſte and 
compound a'marter berwixt Chriſt and Antichaſt , and 
therefore ye muſt cicher be for Chriſt , or ye mult be 
agaipſt him: It was but mans wit , and the wit of Prelats, 
aud their god-father the Pope ( that man without law) to 
put Chriſt, and his prerogatives royal , and histruth or 
the {malleft nail-breadch of his latter will , in che new ka» 
leadar of Indifferencies ; and to make a blank of un inked 
er , in Chriſts Teſtament, that meo may fill up; and 
o ſhuffle the rruth , avd marters they call indifferent, cho- 
row other ; aud ſpin both rogether , that the Annchrilts 
wares may (cll the betcer : T nis is but the device and for- 
ged dream of men , whoſe conſcregces are made of ſtour- 
neſ[s,& have a throat, that a graven image. greatet than the 
bounds of che Kirkdoor , would get tree paſſage into: 1 
am ſure, when Chriſt ſhall briog us all ouc in our blacks 
and whites , attharday, when Fe ſhall cry down time , 
andthe world , avd whea che glory of it (hall lie in white 
aſhes, like a may-flower cutdown and haviog loſt the 
bloſome , there ſhall be few, yea none char dare make 
Jny point, that roucheth the worship and honour of 
our king and lawgiver , to be indifferent. O char this 
miſled and blindfolded world would ſee , thar Chrifh 
doth nor riſe and fall, ſtand or lic, by mens apprehen- 
koas! what is Chriſt che Iighter,that men do with him by 
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open proclamacion, as men do with clipped and light 
moncy ; ey are now crying down Ccft ſome graia 
weights , ſome pounds of hillings ; and iy will 
. have him lie for a peany ora pouud , tor one, or foran 
haodrech , according as the wind bloweth trom the caſt 

ot from the weſt ; but the Lord has weighed him , an 
ballanced him already , This is my welbeloved Son , in 
whom waters yr » bear ye him; thus worth, and his 
waight ſtanderh ſtill; It is our part to cry up, up with 
Chriſt, anddown, down with all es-gory fore 
him. Othat I could highten bum , and hightco his name, 
and highten his throne! 1 know, and am perſwaded , 
char Chriſt (hall prbige, aire. oat agar r, Wi- 
thered, and ſunburnt Kick of Scotland ; that the 
ſparks of our fire ſhall flee over ſea , and round about ,to 
warm you, and other fiſter-charches ,” and that this ts- 
bernacle of Davids bouſe that is fallen, even the Son of Da- 
vid his waſte placcs, {hall be built again ; and 1 know the 
priſon , croſſes , perſecutions , and trials of the two flain 
witneſſes , that are now dead and baried, Rev. 11. and of 
the fairhfal protefors, bave a back-door and back earric 
of eſcape ; and char death and bell, and the world and 
tortures , ſhall all cleave and (plir in twain , and give us 
————_—— liberty to go through them toll-free; and 
we ring all Gods metal out of the furnace 
ain , and leave behind us bat our droſs , and our 
cam : we ay before hand proclaim Chriſt to 
be victorious. Heis ctowned King in mount Sion; God 
did put the crown upon his head , P/el. 2, And whodare 
take ir off again ? outof queſtion be hath ſore and grie- 
vous quarrels againſt his Church ; and therefore, , 977 
called, Iſa. z1.9. He whoſe fire is in Zion, and whoſe 
furnace is in Jeruſalem. Bur when he hath performed his 
work on mount Sion , all Sions haters ſhall be as the 
huogry and thirſtie man, that dreams he is eating and 
drivking , and behold when he awak<eth he is faint y and 
his ſoul empty: and this adzantage we have alſo, that 
he will not briog before ſun and moon ; all che iufirmi- 
ries of his wife; it is the modeſty of marriage-anger , 
or huſband- wrath , that our ſweet Lord Jeſus will not 
come 
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to the ſtreets , to let all the world 
hear what 18 berwixt him and us; his fweert glooms 
ſtay under roofe, and that becauſe he is God, Two 
ſpecial things ye are to mind. 1, Try & makeſure your 
; that ye carry not empty lamps:alace , (ccuriry 
ſoo bane, and the wrack of the moſt part of the 
world! Oh how many | py, with a golden lu- 
ftre, and gold-like before men, [ who arc bat wit- 
neffesto our white ſkin] and yet are but baſtard aud baſe 
metal:confider how taic before the wind ſome do ply with 
op-(ails and white, even to the nick of iNpmmanion , 
.6. 4. eAndtaſting of the heavenly gift ; and a shaye and 
payre the boly Ghoſt ; and the taſting of the yood word of God, 
the powers of the world to come: And yet this is but a 
falſe nick of renovation, andin a ſhort time, ſuch are 
quickly broken upon rhe rocks , and never ferch the 
harbour , butare ſanded in the bottom of hell. O make 
your heaven ſure, and try how ye come by converſion ; 
that it be nor ſtolen » ina white and well-luſtred 
profeſſion | A white fkin over old wounds maketh an 
under-cortiog conſcience : Falſe under-wacer not ſcen is 
dangerous , avdthat is a leck, and rift in the botrom 
of an cnlighrened conſcience, often falling , aud fianing 
ainſt light. Wo, wois me, char the holy profeſſion 
ot Chriſt is made ſtage garment by many , to bring 
home a'vain fame; and Chriſt is made to ſerve mens 
ends ; this is, as ir were} toftop an oven with a Ki 
robes. Know 2.” except men martyr and ſlay the body 
of fin , in ſanRified L6-denial ; they (hall never be 
9 mae >» » and faithful witneſſes. Oh if Icould 
be maſter of that houſe idol my ſelf, ary own mind, my 
own Will, wit , credit, and caſe! how bleſſed were 1? 
O bur we have necd to be redeemed from our ſelves , 
rather then from the Devil and the world ! Learn to put 
ont yourſelves, and to put in Chriſt for your ſelves: It 
ſhould make a ſweer bacreripg and niffering , and give 
old for new, if 1 coald buff out (elf, aud ſubfiltute 
Chriſt my Lord in place of my ſelf ; ro ſay , wot 1, but 
Chriſt ; not my will , but Chriſts ; not my eaſe , not my luſt , 
nor my feckleſs Credit ; but Chriſt, Chriſt. But _ Lin 
caving 
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we hare yet a glaiked back-logk to our old Idol. 0 
weerched Ido! , my ſelf, who ſhall I fee thee wholly 
decoarted, '& Chriſt wholly pur in cthy-room 2 Oh if 
Choiſt, Chriſt , had the full place and room of my ſelf, 
that all my aimes, pnrpoles, choughts, and defires, would 
coalt and land uponChriſt,aod nor upon my (cllt !& hows 
beit we cannot atrain to this denial of we, andmine,tha: we 
can lay , 1 am not my ſelf , my ſelf is not my ſelf, - mine own is no 
longer mune ownzyet Qur aiming at this, all wedozthall be 
accepted; tor alace! I think 1 ſhall die, but mintivg and 
aimivg 10 be a Chriſtiau : Is it nor. our comfort, that 
Chriſt the mediator of the new covenant is come berwixt 
ns and. God , in the bulineſs, ſs thatgreen and yodtg 
heirs, the like of hovers, have now a Tutour that 18 
and now, God be thavked,, our ſalvation is botro- 

med on Chriſt: ſure 1 am.the bottom {ball never fall out 
of heaven & happineſs to us : 1 would give over the bar- 
In a thouſand times , were it not, that Chriſt hig 
| grace., hath taken our ſalvation. in hand, Pray, 
pray , and concend with che Lord for your Siſter Church; 
for it would appear the Lord is about to ask for his 
ſcactercd ſheep, inthe dark and cloudy. day, O that ic 
would pleaſe our Lordto (et up again Dawnidsold waſted 
and fallen tabernacle in Scotland y*that we might ce 
the, glory of the ſecond temple ip this land ! O that my 
little hacveg were wodl(et , to redeem the honour of my 
Lord Jeſus among Jews and Gentiles ! let never dew 
lic upon my 32k $ ,» andlet my poor flower wither at 
the root , {o being Chriſt were enrhroned, and his glory 
advanced in all cheworld, and eſpecially in theſe three 
Kingdoms: butl know he hath no need of me : what 
canl add to him ? but oh that he would cauſc his high 
and pure glory run through ſuch a foul channelas I am ! 
and howbciz he hath cauſed the bloſſom fall off niy ouc 
poor joy , that was on this fide of heavep , even my liber- 
ty ro preach Chriſt ro hispeeple , yet lam dead to that 
now , ſobcing he wonld bew and carve glory , glory 
forev:rmore , tomy royal King, our of my filence, 
and ſufterings. Oh thar thad my fill of his love ; buc 
I know ill mauners make an uncouth aud ſtrange bride- 


groom, 


iy iſt, 
leaying ourſclves in ſertiog Chriſt beforeoyr Idollytelt; 
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groom, | 1 intreat you carneſtly for the aid of your 
prayers, for 1 forget not you ; and I ſalute with my ſoul 
inChriſt che faithtul Paſtors,and honourable and worthy 
Profeſſors in that Land, Now the God ofpeace, thac 
brought agaiu our Locd Jeſus from the dead, the grear 
Shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the everlaſting 
covenant , make you perfect , inevery good work, to 
do his will; working in you that which 1s well-pleafing in 
his ſight ; Grace, Grace be with you. 


eAberden , Feb. 4. Yours in his ſweeteſt Lord 
1638, leſus , S. R. 


I 


To the truly Noble & Ele Lady, my Lady 
VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE. 


Noble & eleft Lady; 
I. honour that I have prayed fot theſe ſixreen 


yeers , with ſubmiſſion ro my Lords will , my 

kind Lord hath now beſtowed upon me; even to 
ſuffer for my royal & princely King Jeſus, & for 
his kingly Crown , & the freedom of his Kingdom , 
that his Father hath given him. The forbidden 
Lords have ſentenced me with deprivation, & con- 
finement within the town of «Aberden. Iam char- 
ged in the Kings name , ta enter againſt the iwenry 
y of «Auguſt next , & there to remain during the 
Kings pleaſure, as they haye given ir our, Howbeir 
Chriſts green croſs, newly laid upon me , be ſome- 
what heavy , while I callto mind the many fair dayes, 
{weer & comfortable to my ſoul,and to the ſouls of many 
others, & how young ones in Chriſt are placked from the 
breaſt, & the inheritance of God laid waſte;yect that ſweer 


ſmelled & perfumed croſs of Chriſt is accompanied 
with ſweet refrechments , withthe kiſſes of a King, 


with the joy of the holy Ghoſt , with faith char 
| B 


Lord , 
/ 


_ 


e 
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Lord kears the fighing of apriſoner , with undoubred 
hope (as ſure as my Lord liveth) after this pighr, to 
ſee day fight , & Chriſts skie to clear up again vpon 
me , & his poor Kirk , & that in a ſtrarge Land , 
amovgſt ſtrange faces: he will give favour 1n the eyes 
of men, to his poor oppreſled ſervant , who do not 
Eut love that lovely one , that princely one-Jeſus, 
the comforter of his foulre, Allwould bewell,ifI werc 
free of old challanges for guiltine(s , & for neglect 
in my calliog, & tor ſpcaking treo little for my wel- 
bcloveds Crown , Honour, & Kingdom, Oh for a 
day in the aſſembly of the Sainis to advocate for King 
Jeſs ! If my Lord go on now to quarrels alſo, Idic, 
1 cannot endure it : But I look for peace from him ; 
boccauſe ke knoweth I do bear mens feud , butl do 
Bot bear his feud : this is my onely exerciſe, thatl fear 
] have douc linle good in my miniſtry: but I dare not 
but ſay , 1 loved the bairns of the wedding chamber , & 
prayed for and defired the thriving of the marriage , and 
comiaz of his Kingdom, I wpciland no leſs then a judg- 
ment upon Gul/amey ; and thatthe Lord ſhall viſt this 
wholc nation , for the quacell of the covenant, - Bur 
what can be [aid upon me , or any thelikeof me, is too 
lizhc for Chriſt : Chriſt dow bear more , and would bear 
death and burping quick , in his weak ſervants, even for 
t''s honourable cauſe, that Inow ſufter for. Yet for 
all my complaints (aud he knoweth thar I dare not now 
d:\[emble) he was never {weeter and kinder , then he is 
now ; one kiſs now is {weerer then ten lopg fince: ſweer, 
{weet is his croſs ; light, light and eahie is his yoke. © 
what « ſweet ſtep were it up to my fathers houſe , thorow 
ten deaths, for the truth and cauſe of that unknown , 
and fo got- halt-welloved, plant of Renow,the|man called 
rac Branch , the chief among ten thouſands , the faireſt 
"among-the ſous of men! O what unſeen joyes , how 
many hidden heart- burnings of love, are in the remnants 
ol the ſuftcrivgs of Chriſt ! My dear worthy Lady , 1 give 
ic to your Le; under my own hand (my heart writing as 
wellas my hand) welcome, welcomn , ſweet, ſweet, 
aud glorious creſs of Chriſt ; welcome ſweet Jeſus, with 
thy 
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thy light. crofs , thou haſt now gained and gotten all my 
love from me, keep what thou baſt gorren, Onely, 
woc, wocisme, for my bereti-flock, for the Lambs 
of Jeſus , thar 1 fear (hall be fed with dry breaſts; bur I 
ſpare now » Madam, I dare not promiſe to fee your La: 
becauſe of the little ume I have allotted me, and | parpoſe 
£0 obey the King, -who hath power of my body ; and 
rebellion ro Kings is unbeſeeming Chriſts Miniſters, Be 
leaſed to acquaint my Lady Marre with my calc, 1 will 
ors you L£4 : and that good Lady will be mindful to 
God of the Lords priſoner , not for my cauſe , bur for the 
Goſpels ſake, Madam , bind me more (if more can be) 
to your Le: and write thanks to your brother , my Lord 
of Loyne , for what he hath done for me,a poor unknown 
ſtranger to his Lo:1 (hall pray for him and his houſe, while 
I live , it is his honour , to open his mouth in the 
ſtreets for his wonged , and oppreſſed maſter Chriſtſeſus, 
Now Madam , commending your La: and the ſweer 
childe to the tender mercies of mine own Lord Jeſus, 


and his good will whodwelrt in the bush ; I Reſt, 


Edinb, July 28, Yours , in his #<pn ſweeteft 
1636. Lord leſus , S.R. 


To the Noble & Chriſtian Lady , the 


VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE. 
My very Honourable © dear Lady , 


——_— 


Race mercy and peace be to you, Icannor forget 
your La: and chat ſweet childe ; 1 defire to hear 
what the Lord is doing to you, and him : co writeto 


mewerecharicy , I cannot bur write ro my friends ,' thar 


Chriſt hath tryſted me in Aberdeen; and my adverſaries 
have ſent me kece to be feaſted with love-banquets. 


with my royal , high, high , andprincely King Jelus, 
Madam , why thould iſmother Chriſts, honeſty? I dare 
2 
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not conceal his goodneſsto my foul , he looked 
fram'd and uncoath-like vppon me , when I came firſt 
hece ; bur I believe himliclf berter chen his looks ; I 
ſhall not again quarrel Chriſt for a gloome , now he 
hath tak-n che mask oft his face , and faith , kiſs thy 
fill ; and what canlhave more, while I get great hea- 
ven in my little arms ? O how (weet are the —_— 
of Chriſt, tor Chriſt! God forgive them, that rai 
av ill reportupon the ſweer croſs of Chriſt; ir 1s bur our 
weak and dim eyes, that look bur tothe black fide , 
that makes us mtftake: thoſe who can take that crab- 
bed-tree haudſomely upon their back, and falten it on 
cannily , ſhall find it ſuch a barden, as wings unto a 
bird , or failes tro a ſhip. Aadem, rue not of your 
having choſen the better part: upon my falvariog, this 
is Chriſts truth 1now ſuffer for : 1f I found bur cold com- 
fort in my ſufferings , 1 would not beguile others , I 
would have cold you plainly ; burthe truth is, Chriſts 
crown, his ſcepter, and the freedom of his Kingdom , is 
that , which is now called in queſtion : becauſe we will 
not allow that Chriſt pay tribute , and be a vaſlal to the 
ſhiclds of the carth, therefore the ſons ef our mother 
are afigry at us : but ir becometh not Chriſt to hold 
any mans ſtirrup : Ir were a ſweet and honourable 
death , ro die for the honour of that royal and princely 
King Jeſus: this love is a myſtery ro the world : I would 
not have believed that there was ſo much in Chriſt , 
as there is ; Come and ſee maketh Chriſt ro be knowa in 
his excellency and glory ; I wish all this Nation knew 
how ſweet his breath 1s, 1t is little to ſee Chriſt in a book, 
as men do the worldin acard : they talk of Chriſt b 
the book and the tongue, and no more; but to come nigh 
Chriſt and hauſe him, and embrace him, 1s another 
thing, Madam , I write to your Honour for your 
encoutagement in that honourable profeſſion , Chriſt 
hath honoured you with : Ye have gotten the Sunny 
fide of the brac, and the beſt of Chritts goods things; 
he hath not given you the baſtard's portion ; and how- 
beir ye get ſtrokes and ſour looks from your Lord, 
belicre his ijoye more then your own feeling ; for t 7 
wor 
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world can take norhiog from you, that is truly yours;and 
death can do you no wrong : your rock doth not ebb and 
flow , but your ſea: that which Chriſt bath ſaid he will 
bide by it; he will be your turgur ; you thall nor ger your 
chatters ofheaven to play you wich : It is good thar ye 
have Toft your credit with Chriſt, and thatLord freewilſhall 
not be your tutour. Chriſt will lippen the raking of 

on ro heaven neither ro your ſelf , nor any depury 
pps to himfelf ; bleſted be your curour : When 
your head (hall appear , your bridegroom and Lord , 
your day ſhall then dawn, aadit fhall never have aq at- 
rernioon , nor an evening ſhadow. Ler your child be 
Chriſts,. let him ſtay behde you, as the Lords pledge, 
that youshall willingly render again, if God will. Ma» 
dam, 1 find folk here kind: ro me, but in the uight , & 
unde@@heir breath ; my maſters cauſe may not come ro 
the crown of the cauſey; others arc kind according to 
their fashion : manythink mea ſtrange man , avdmy 
cauſe not : bur 1 care nor much for mans thoughts oc 
» I chink noshame ot the croſs. The preachers 
of this rown pretend great love, but the Prelats have 
added ro thereſt this gentle cruelty ( for fo they think of 
it ) ro diſcharge me of the putpirs of chis rown : the peo- 
ple murmur , andery out againſt it; and to ſpeak truly 
{ howbeic Chriſt is moſt indulgent ro me orherwile, yet ] 
my filence on the Lords dzy kceps me from beiugeral:ic 
above meaſure, and from ſtartling in the hear of my 
Lords love. Some people aftet me, for the which cauſe, 
I hear the preachers here purpoſe to havemy confinement 
cha to another place ; ſo cold is northern love: bnc 
Chriſt aud I will bear it. Lhave wreſtled long with this 
fad filence : I fai$, whar ailerly Chriſt ar my ſervice ? and 
my (oul hath been ara pleading with Chriſt, and at yea & 
nay; but I will yield co him, providing my ſaffering may 
preach more, then my tongue did ;, tor | gave nor Chrilt 
an inch bur for twice as good again: ina word, lam a 
fool, andheis God. 1 will hold my peace hereafter. Ler 
me hear from your La: and your Dear Child ; pray for 
apriſoner of Chriſt, who is mingeſul of your Le: Re- 
member my obliged obedience to my good Lady Marre. 

B 


z Grace 
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Grace, Grace be with you, I'write and pray bleſſings 
to your {weet childe. 


«Aberd. Nov, 22. Yours in «Il Dutifull obedience 'm 
1636. his enely Lord leſus, S, R. 


—_—— 


CA 


To the right honowrable & Chriſtian Lady , my Lady 
VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE. 


MADAM; 


By Mercy and Peace be ro you: I reeciveghyoar 
La: letter, it refrezghed me in my heavinels: the 
bleſhug and prayers of a priſoner of Chriſts come upon 
you, Since my coming hither , Galloway lentme not & 
line » except what my Brorher , Eariſtown , and his fon 
did write : | caunor get my papers tranſported: but M4- 
_ 4am, I want not kindneſs of one, Who hath the gate 
ofit, Chriſt (if he had never done more for meſince I 
was borp) hath ingaged my heact, and gained my blef> 
fing, in this houſe ot, my pilgrimage. Ir pleaſeth my 
welbeloved to dine with a poor priſoner , andthe Kings 
ſpiknard caſteth a fragrant ſmell : nothing grieveth me, 
-bur char 1 cat my f-aſts alone , and that1 cannotedifie 
his ſaints: Othar this Nation knew what is berwirr hin 
and me; none would skar at the crofle of Chriſt} m 
klence cates me up ; but he hath rold me, he rhank 
me no leſs, then if I were preaching dayly , he ſees hove 
gladly L would be at it 5. & { yrs my wages are going 
to the fore up in heaven,as if I were ſtilpreaching Chriſt, 
Caprains pay ducly bedfaſt ſouldiers , howbrirthey dow 
not. march , nor carry armour; Though Iſrael be not 
gathered , yet ſhall I be glorious inthe eyes of my Lord , and 
my Lord ſhall be my ſtrength , Iſa. 49. 5. my garland, The 
Baniſhed Miniſter , (the cerme of Abtrden) achamerh me 
not :. 1 have fecn the whuze fide of Chrifts croſs; how 


loyely 


| 
| 


Go 
oy, ma wy 
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lovely hath ke been to his opprefled ſervants Pſal. 1.46: 
7, 8, 9: The Lord exccuteth judgment fr the oppreſſed ; be 
giveth food to the bungry ; the Lord looſeth the priſoner ; the 
Lordr aiſeth them that are bowed down; the Lord preſerveth 
the ſtranger. If it were come to exchanging of croſles , 
I would narexchange my croſs with any : lam wel-plea- 
ſ{c&with Chrift , and he with me ; I hope none ſha!l hear 
us, Ir is true for all this, 1 get my meat with many 
ſtrokes, andam ſeven timesa day up;and dowa , and am 
often anxious , and calt down fe the caſe of my oppre(- 
ſed dyochers yer 1 hope the Lord will beſurcey tor his 
ſervant, Bur now upon ſome weak , very weak expe- 
rience,, I amcometolovea rambling and ragingdevil 
belt , ſeeing we muſe have” a devil ro- hold the Saints 
wakiag, 1 wish a comb-rſome devil , rather then a 
ſccureand fleepiogone. Ar my firſt coming hicher, Þþ 
took the dores ar Cheſt, and rook up a ſromarh agatnſe 
him ;. L (aid , he had caſt meover the dike of the yiue» 
yard, like adric tree ; but it was his niercy , 1 fee ,char 
the fire did not bura the drietree ; and now asifmy 
Lord jeſus had done that fault, and not 1, who bird 
my Lord 3 (he hach made the firſt mends ,. and he ſpake 
not one word againſt me, but hath comeagain, and 
þ wm _s Jt with his preſence: Nay, now [think 
the very annuety , and caſualities ofthe crols of Chriſt Je- 
fus my Lord, and theſe comforts that accompany it , 
becter, then the worlds ſerrear. O how many cich off 
falliogsarcin my Kings jhouſe! I am perſwaded,, and 
dare pawn my ſalyation on'it,. that it is Chriſts reach 
I now ſuffer for : 1 know his comforts are no diceams,, 
he would not put his (cal on blauk paper, nor deceive 
kis afflicted ones , that truſt in him. Your La: wrote 
tome, thatycareyeranill ſcholler: Madam ye muſt 
po in at heavens gares , and your book in your hand,/t: 11 
arning : you have had your own large ſhare of troubles, 
and a double portion ; but it faith your Father counterh 
you not a baſtard ; ful-begorren bairns are nurtured. 
Heb. 12.8. I long to hear of the childe, I write the 
bleſſings of Chriſts priſoner and the mercies of God to: 
him :. Let him. be Chriſts and yours berwixc you ,. bar” 
B: 4. lec 


£4} Mr. RnTsSRFOORDS, Epiſt, 6. 
Jer Chriſt be whole play-maker , let him bethe lender , 
and ye the borrower , not an owner. Madam, icis not 
toug fince I did write to your Ls: that Chriſt is keeping 
mercy tor you , andIbidebyitflill, and now wrie ic 
ander my hand: Love him dearly, win into ſee him ; 
there is in kim that which you never ſaw, he is aynigh , 
he isa tree of life , green, and bloſſoming, both ſam- 
mer and winter : There is a nick in Chriſtianicy , tothe 
which whoſoever cometh, they ſee and feel more then 
others can do : l invite you of new to come ro him , Come 
end ſee will ſpeak berter things of him , then I cando: 
Come-necrer will ſay much : God never thought this 
wotlda portioa worthy of you : He would noteven you 
toa gift of dirt and clay ; nay s he will not give you E- 
ſau's portion ; but reſerves the'inherirance of Jacob for 
mr : Are ye not well married now Have yoo nota good 
usband now. My heart caanotexpreſs what fad nights 
I have for the virgin daughter of my people: Wo1s me , 
for our time is coming , Fzeh 7.10, Behold the day , be- 
bold it is come , the morning hath gone forth , the yod hath 
bloſſomed , pride hath budded , violence is riſen up in a rod of 
wickedneſs , the ſunis = down upon our Prophets. A drie 
wind upon Scotland , bur neither to fair nor cleauſe : bur 
our of all queſtion when the Lord hath cut down his for- 
reſt , the after-growth of Lebanon ſhall flouriſh , they 
thall plant vines in our mountains, and a cloud ſhall 
yer fill the Temple. Now the blefling of our deareſt 
Lord Jeſus, andthe blefling of him chat is ſeperat from 
his brethren come upon you, 


cAlerden. Yours , at Aberden the priſoner 
6 of Chriſt 3 S. R. 
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Epiſt. 7, 
To the honowrable and truly noble Lady , the 


ce it . 
2% | VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE. 

F 
ben 
the ; M A D A M ; 
hen 
ome Race, mercy and peace be to your La: I longto 
do : hear from you. 1 am here waiting if a good wind 
this long looked for ſhall at length blow in Chriſts ſales , in 
you this land; But I wonder it jeſus be nor content , roſutfter 
| E- more yet in his members and caufe , ard beauty of his 
for houſe ; rather then he ſhould not be avenged upon this 
od land; I hear many worthy mea ( who {ce more mn the 
hes Lords dealing , then 1 can take up with my <&1m fig ln ) 
IC » are of a contrair minid , and do believe the Lord1s co- 
be. ming home again to his houſe in Scotland :. I hope heis 
ath on tus journey that way ;z yet look cet, bur that he 
lof | vhall feed this land with their own blood, before he 
ric eſtablish his throne amongſt as. 1 know vour Honour is 
J'1s not looking after things here-away , ye have no great 


*- cauſe rothivk, that your ſtock, aud principal , is under 
the roof of theſe ville heavens : . avd 1 hope ye would 
think your (elf a beguiled and coſened Soul , ific were 
ſo. 1 would be ſorry to counſel your La: to make & 
covenant with time , and this life ; bur rather defire 
you to hold in fair generals, and far oft, from this i]- 
founded heaven that 18 on this fide of the water, It ſpea- 
keth' ſomewhat , when our Lord bloweth the bloom 
of our daft hopes in this life , and loppeth the branches 
of our Worldly joyes well nigh the root » on purpoſe, 
that they should not thrive. Lord ſpill my fools heaven ia 
this life , that I may be ſaved forever. A forteiture of the: 
ſaints parr of the yolk & marrow of short laughing hap- 
pineſs worldly , is not fucha realevil , as our blioded eyes: 
do conceive: lam thinking long gow for ſome delive- 
rance , more then before ; ou now 1 am 10 an crrour :: 
It is poſſible L am not come to that mealurcot wal ,- 
B x thar- 
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at Mr. RuTHnxtroonD's Poſt, 
that the Lord is ſeckiog in his work, 1f my friends in 
Galloway would ctteaally do for my deliverance, I 
would exceedingly rejoyce; but I know nor , but the 
Lord hatha way » whereof he will be the ouly reaper 
of praiſes. Ler me know with the bearcr , how rhe 
childe is. The Lord be his Father, and Tutour , and 
—_ onelyComforter:There is nothing here where I am, 

ue profauitic aud atheifme,Grace, grace be with your La. 


eAberd. Feb. 13. Your-La: at all obliged obe+ 
1637. dience in Chriſt. S. R. 


_— 


Te the Noble and Ciriſtian Lady, the 
VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE. 


M A: D:oA M. 


m— — 


Race, Merey and Peace beto you. I wauld not: 
omut the occaſion to wrue to your La: with the 
bearere' I am gladithe childe is well: Gods favour even 
in the eyes ot men be'{cen upon him. 1 hope your La: 
is thinkiog upon theſe ſad aod wofull deyes:, wherein 
we now hve; when our Lord, in hisrighteous judg- 
ment, 1s ſending the Kirkthe gats the is going ro Romes 
brothel] houſe, ro ſeek. a lover of her own, ſeeing, 
the hath given up with Chriſt her hnsband, O what ſweee 
comfort , what rich ſalvation , is laid up for thoſe , 
who had rather wash and roll their entsin their own 
blood, them break out from Chriſt by. Apoſtacy | Keep 
your ſeifinthe love of Chriſt , and ſtand far aback from 
the pollutious ofthe world. Side nor with theſe times , 
and hold from coming nigh rhe fignes of a- conſpiracy 
with theſe ,. that ace now come out againſt Chriſt , 
thar ye may be One kept for Chriſt ogely. 1 know 
_ Ls: thinkech upon this , and how ye may be bum- 
ed for your lelt and this backſhding 1and; for 1 avouch, 
ſhat wrath from the Lord is goneom-agaiuit Go__s 
Ih; 


— 


Py 


nn 


Fpilt. '2, MESSSS,) 29" 
Fchink'ay the ſonget the berter of my Royaltadd worthy 
Maſter: He is become a new welbeloved ts me vow ,, 
in renewed confolaFions , by the pteſerice 6f. rhe Spitir 
of grace abd glory. Chriſlts garments fmell of the 
powder ofthe merchant , when) he cometh oar of his 
Ivory chambers : dyed gg ee face, his fair face, 
his lovely atid' kiadly kifses , have made me a poor pri- 


foner fee', there is more ro be had of Chriſt- in this hte, * 


then'I believed, werthiak all is bur a lircle carneft, 4 
foxy howys, aſmall raſting,, we have, oristobe had in 
this life » {which is trac compared with the tukeritatice) 
bur yer 1 know, it is more, it is the Kiogdom ot God 
witha'os. Woe, woe is methat 1 have not ren loves , 
for that one Lord Jcſus ,, and that love faileth ,. and 
drieth up in loving him ; and that 1 find no way: to {peud 
my love-defires,, and the yolk. of my heart upon that 
faireſt , and deareſt one: Fam far bebind with my 
nacrow heart, O how ebbe a ſoul have 1 to rike wa 
Chriſts love/{ for let worlds be mulaplicd accocding co 
Angels underſtandipg , in Millions, while they weary” 
themſelves ; theſe worlds would not contatu che thou- 
ſand parr of his love. OifI could yoke in amongſt the 
thick of Angels, and Seraphims ,” and now-gtorificd 
Sain:s, andcould raifea new love long of Chiilt,, betore- 
all the world ! lam pained with woudering at new ope- 
ned creafures in Chriſt: ifevery fiuger , member , bone,. 
aod joynt, were 4 torch burning 10 the honeſt fire in 
hell , I would they could alt Aalowe love-praifes®, bigh 
ſongs of praiſe for evermore , ro that plant of renown , 
ro that royal and high Prince Jeſus my Lord : buralace 
his love fwelleth in me, and findeth no. yent : alace* 
what can a dumb priſoner door fay for him, O for an' 
ingine to write a book of Chriſt and his love: nay, I 
am left of him bouyd, and chained with hislove: Þ 
caunot fiod a looſed ſoul to lift up his praiſes, and' give 
them oat to others, Bur oh my day light hath thick: 
clouds: Icannor ſhine in his praiſes, 1am often like a' 
ſup plyingabout co ſeek the wind : I ſail at great le3ſure, 
and cannot! be-blowne upon that lovelieſt Lord; Or 
if I could” wee: my: ailes ro Chriſts rightarth ; and' 
B 6 thas 


FT: Mr. RuTHzRxFoOORD's Fpiſt, 9, 
that I had my hearts withes of his love! Bur, I but mar 
his praiſes: nay, Ikuow no compariſon of what Chriſt 
is, and what his worth is : all che Angels , and all che 
glorified, praiſe him not ſo much as in halfes : who can 
advance him or utter all bis praiſes ? 1 want nothing: un- 
known faces favour me: encmics muſt ſpeak good of 
the trath: my maſters cauſe purchalech comm-ndation. 
The hopes of my enlargement from appearances are 
cold : my faith hath yo bed co fleep upon, but-omnipo- 
tency The goof will of che Lord,and his ſweeteſt preſence 
be wich you and thac child, Grace and peace be yours, 


eAberden, 167;. Your La: inall duty , in his ſweet 
Lord jeſus , S. KR. 


l—— F0 


To the right honowrable and Chriſtian Lady , the 


VICOUNTESSE of KENMUR. 
M A D A M; 


Race, mercy and peace be to your Le: I wonldnot 

omit to write a line with this Chriſtian bearer, one 

in yourLa: owncaſe, driven neer to Chriſt , in, and by 
ber affition. I wish that my friends in- Galloway forget 
me not ; however it be Chriſt is ſo good, that I will 
have uo other tmrour, (uppoſe 1 could have waile and 
choiſe of tenthouſand bekde : I think now five kuvdred 
heavie hearrs for im too licele, I wish Chrſt now 
weeping (ſuffering , and coaremned of men, were more 
dear and defirable ro many ſouls, theo hers: 1am ſuce, 
if the ſaints wanted Chriſts crofs, fo profirable & fo ſweer, 
they mighc for the gain and glory of it, with it were 
lawful, cicher ro buy or borrow his croſs ;. bur it is a 
mercy that the ſaints have it laid to theyg, bane for no- 
thifg;forl know no (weeter wayto n through 
free grace , and hard trials cogerhet ; -and.one of theſe 
cannot well want ano © that time woold Poſt fa- 
ficr , and haſtcu our lopglooked: for communi 
i *r 
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Fpift. 10, LuTTEz ms; r 
that faireſt, faiteſt among the ſons of men! O that the 
day would favour us, audcome , and pur Chriſt and us 
inothers arms? Lamfure a few years will do ourturn, 
and che ſouldiers hour glaſs will ſoon run onr Madam , 
look te your lamp, and look for your Lords coming ; 
and let your heart dwell aloot from char ſweer child; 
Chriſts jealoufie will pot admit two equal loves in your 
La: hearr: he maſt have one, and thar the greateſt; 
2 little onc toa creature may , and muſt ſuffice a ſoul 
married to him : your maker is your busband, Iſa, 54. 
I would wiſh you well, aud my obligations thefe many 
years bygoa ſpeak no leſs rome; bur more I can neither 
wish , nor pray , nordefire for to your La: than Chriſt 
fingled & wailed our from all created good things: or , 
Chriſt howbeix wet in his own blood, & wearing acrown 
of thorvs. 1 am ſure the ſaints, ar their beſt , are bur ſtran- 
gers tothe weight , & worth of the incomparable ſweet- 
nefs of Chriſt: He is ſonew., fo tresh 1n excellency , 
every day of new , to thoſe that earch more and more in 


- bim , as1fheaven could farmsh as many new Chriſts. ( 14 


I may ſpeak ſo)as there are dayes berwixt him & us,& yet 
he is one & the ſame. Owe love an unknown lover, when 
we love Chriſt ! Ler me hear how che child is exery way, 


the Prayers of a priſoner of Chriſthevpon him, grace for 

evermoxe , even while glory petiaſFie, be with your Ls : 

eAberd. 163 7- " Yours in his fawveet Lord 
Jeſus, $. R. 


— 


To the Noble and Chriſtian Lady , the 
VICOUNTESSE, of KENMUR. . 


MAD 4AM; 


Pmuithindng the great haſte of the bearer , 1 
would bleſs your Lz in paper: defiring,that fince 


Chriſt hath ever cnvied , that the wotld should have 


your loveby him , char ye give your ſelf our for Chriſt, 
and thatye may be for ao other. 1 know none es 
B 7 » 


32 Mr, RuTHztFoo0RD's Epilt. It» 
oF you but Chriſt, Madam , 1 am either fufferivg 

r Chriſt, and this is eicher the fare and good way , 
or I have done with heaven ,' and will never ſce Gods 
face:( which bleſs him carmot be.) L write mybleſling to 
that [wees childe , thar ye have borrowed from God, he 
is no heritage ro you bur loany love him as folk db 
borrowed things : my heart'is heavy for you, They ſay 
the Kuk of Chrift hack neither ſon , not heir ; and there- 
forc her enemies ſhall poſſeſs her : bur Þ know ſhe is nor 
that ill friended , her huſband is her heir , and ſhe his he- 
ritage. If my Lord would be pleaſed, I would drfire ſome 
were dealt with, for my return ts eAmwot#; burif char 
never be, I thank God, Anwoth is not heaven , pre 
ching is aot Chriſt , I hope to wait on. Let me hear how 
thechild is, awd! your La: mind and hope of him ; for 
it would caſe my omen Worn that fie is well. Fam in 
good cerms with Chriſt , but oh my guiltineſs: yer he 
bringeth aor plca's betwixt him and mer the ſtreets, and 
betore the ſay.Grace,grace,for eyermore be with yourLe: 


eAberd, 1637, Your La: at all obedience in 


Chriſt, S.. R. 


AW 


To the right honourable and Chriſtian Lady , my Lady 
VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE. * 


M'AD A M; 


(_= mercy and peaceto you: Iam refreſhed with 
3 your Letter: the right hand of him , towhom be- 
long the 1fſues from hes. hath been gracious to that 
{weet childe ; 1do not ;1do not forger hum, and, your 
La: in my prayers, 'Madam , for your own cale, love 
carctul, and wichal doing complaints of wang of pra- 

| Ricez. becauſe obſerve many, who think ir holineſs 
enough , to complain and fer themſclves ar nothing, as 
ifro layIamfſith, would care them ; they thiwk com- 
pros Pud charm for gatirincls. I hopeye are wreſt- 
ing aud ilrug)ng on , wihis dead age > wherein _ 
ye 
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far 


ft. 4. Lot Tims. * ÞÞ 
Kareloſtrongye > andilogs and arms for Chriſt. I us 
upon/You » Mademn:za necrer communion with Chriſt , 
agrowing com munion: T here are curtains to be drawn 
by, in Chcaſt,that wenever (aw, and new foldings of love 
inhim, 1 deſpait that ever L (hall win to the tar end of 
thar love, there are fo- many plicsio ir, Therefore dig 
deep, and{wear,, andlabour , and rake paines for him ; 
and ſet by ſomncirtime ip che day for him, as you can : 
he will be won wuchlabour, 4, his<xeicd priſoner , ſpught 
him , and hehath rucd upon me, audhath made a moan 
for me, as hedoth for his own, ler. 31. v.20. 1{e. 45. 
V. 11, and | know not wiattodo with Chiiſt, bus love 
farroundeth and ſurchargeth me. lam burdened with 
it, bur O' how ſweet and lovely is that burden ! ] dow 
not keep it within me: lam (o in love with his love, 
that it his love were not inheaven , I would be unwilling 
to go there. O whar' weighing and what telling 1s in 
Chriſts love ! I ſear nothing now {o-much , as the laugh- 
ingot Chriſts croſs, and ihe. love-ſhowers that accom- 
pauy it ;. 1 wonder what he meancrh ro pur fuch a ſlave ar 
the board-head:, at his own clbow,. Oh thac 1 thovid lay 
my black mouttvrroſuch a fair, fair , fair face as Chriſts! 
but 1 dare not refuſe to be loved, the cauſe is not in me 
wi:y he hath lookeJ upon me, aadloved me , for he got 
neither budde nor bire of me, ur coſt me vothing, tis 
good cheaplove, O the manypound- weights of his love » 
under which 1am ſweetly preſicd |! Now Madam, I per- 
{wade you, the-greareſt part. bur play wich Chriſtiamty , 
they put it by handeaſily, Ichought it bad beep an cake 
thipg to be a Chriſtiav , and that ro ſeek God , had been 
atthe next door ; bur ob the windings , the turnings , 
the up's, and the down's that he bach led me through 
and 1ec yet much way to tho foord ; he ſpeaketh with 
my reins in the night ſeaſon , and inthe morung , when 
la wafe, | finde his love-arrowes , thavhe ſhot at me , 
ſRicking io my keart : who will belp meto praiſe 2 who 
will come lift with me , & fer on high his great love ? 
and yer I finde, thata fire- flaugh of challarges will come 
1 at mid-fommer , and queſtion me ; bur it 1soply to 
keep aliuuer in order, Ag for Friends > 11hall not 7 +4 
Inc 


4 
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| $evorl to be the wotld , if that well go nor drie, [ as 
in God, ro uſe the world, asa Cannyor Canning le 
maſter doch a knave-ſervanc , ( at leaſt God give me grace m 
to do ſo) begiverh him no handliog; or credit, enly be it 
intraſterch him with common —— » Wherein he can- n« 
not play the knave. I pray God , | may nor give this world hi 
credit of my-joyes , and comforts , and confidence : re 
that were r© pac Chriſt out of hus office : nay, . I counſel w 
you Madam, trom a little experience , ler Chriſt keep W 
the great ſeal , and tacruſt im'fſo , as to hing your w 
veſſels great and ſmall , and pin your burdens upon the ny 
nail faſtened in Davids houſe , [/ai. 2». ver, 23, Let me to 
not be well , if ever they ger the rutouring of my com- en 
forts : away, away with irreſponſal Turours, that would di 
play meaflip, and then Cheiſt would laugh at me, and av 
ſay well-wared , try againere ye truſt, Now wo is me an 
for my whoti(h mother the Kirk of Scotland; Ob who will w 
bewail her / Now the preſence of the great Angel of che ſee 
covenant be with you and thar ſweet chuld. - 
Aberd. March. 7. Yours in his ſweet Lord ſle 
1637. Feſus , 5. KR, lig 

{h 

be 

To the right honourable and Chriſtian Lad) , - 

my Lady the 

we 

KENMURE. > 

th 

MAD 4A M; " 
"Me the offered opportunicy of this worthy bearer, ſu} 
I could not omit ts anſwer the heads of your let- yo 
ter. 1. Ichink vor mucho fer down in paper ſoine good 1 


things ancnr Chriſt , that ſealed and holy thing, and to 

feed my ſoul with raw wiſhes ro be one with Chrilt; lif 
for a wiſh is but broken and halt-love , but verily to obey pa 
this, come and ſee : isa harder matter. But oh 1 have ra- 
ther ſmoak then fire-, and guefiogs rather thea real afſu- wi 
ragces of him : have leeds or dorhingo fag » chat Iam has 
| ' as 


cr, 
let- 


Epiſt, Iz. LutTuxs. TY 
asone who hath found favour in his eyes; bur there iy 


ſome piniug and miſmannered huoger , that maketh me” 
miſcel-eodvicknaws Chriſt as a changed Lord; bur alas ! 
it is ill fitten, 1 cannot believe withoura pledge , Ican- 
not rake Gods word without a Caution ; as if Chriſt 
had loſt and fold his credit , and were not in my books 
reſponſal and law-biding , burthis is my way ; for his 
way is, Epheſ. 1. 13. after that ye believed ye were ſealed 
with the holy ſpirit of promiſe. 2, Yewrite thatI am filled 
with knowledge, and not in need of theſe war- 
nings : bur certainly my light isdim , when it cometh 
to handy-grips: and how many have fall coffers, and yer 
em iy bellies #6 En, er: of light, are far 
different. O what need have Ito have the aſhes blown 
away from my Dying-our fire ! may be a book-man, 
and be an Idior and ſtark fool in Chriſts way , learning 
will not begaile Chriſt , rhe Bible iled che Phart- 
ſees, and ſo may be miſted : Therefore as nighr wat- 
ches hold one another waking , by ſpeaking to one ano- 
ther , ſo haye we need to hold one another on foor ; 
ſleep ſtealeth away the light of watching , even che 
light that reproveth fleeping, I doubt nor but mo 
{hould fetch heaven , if they believed nor heaven ro 
be at. the next door: the worlds negative holineſs , no 
adulcerer, no murderer , no thief, no Couſener, ma- 
keth men believe they are already glorified faints: byr 
the 6. Chap. rothe Heb. _ may aftright us all , when 
we hear that men may take ofthe ifrs, and common 
_ of the holy (piric, and a ralte of the powers of 
the hfe rocome, to hell with them : here is reprobate 
filver , which yer ſeemerh to havethe Kings Image , and 
ſuperſcription upon it. 3. 1 find you complaining of 
your ſelf, and it becometh afinner foto do, 1 an not 
againſt, you in that ſenſe of death is a fib friend, '& 
kin and blood to life, the moreſenſe, the more 
life, the more (eyſe of fin , the leſs fin, 1 would love my 
akn, and ſorenel(s, and my wounds, howbent theſe thould 
reave me of my nigbes fleep, better then my wounds 
without pain. O how {weet a thing is it , to give Chriſt 
his hagad-tull of broken armes , ns legs , and disjointed 
bones, 
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ones 4 Benot afraid for little grace, Chriſt towerh 
his lrwwing (ecd,, and be will not lote his ſeed: 1fhe have 
the guiding of my ſtock, and (tate; it $bail nor miſ- 
carty. Our (pik works, loſſes , deadneſs, coldnelis, 
wrerchedacſs; arethe ground which the good husband- 
man laboureth. 5. Ye write thathis compaſſions fail 
nor-, aotwithſtanciag that your ſervice ts Chriſt muf- 
carticth: To the which 1 anſwer : God forbid that there 
wece buying, and ſelling , and blocking fo: as good a+ 
gain » berwint Chriſt aud us; for chew free grace might 
poPlay ic, anda Saviour ling dumb, and Griſt, go and 

ecp: but we goto heaven with -dight (houlders , and atl 
the bairn-time, andthe veſſcls grearand ſmall char we 
have, arc faftned upon the fare nail, Ifa'z2, 24 the 
only danger is , that we give grace more atlo thew God 
giveth it ,. that is, by turning tus grace into wantonnels, 
6. Ye write fewlee your guiltineſs, and ye cannor be 
free with many , as with me: I Anſwer, bleſſed be God, 
Chriſtandweare ror heard before mens courts , itis at 
home berwirt him and'us,: char plca's arc cakeu away. 
Grace be with you. 


Aberd. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
Jeſus, S.R, 


@—_— _ ah R 


To the right honourable and Chriſtian Lady , 
my Lady 


KENMURE 
MAD A Mi 


Raec , mercy and praco beto your La: God be than- 
G ked yeare yet-in poſſeſſion of Chriſt and that tweet 
childe : 1 pray God the former nay be (are heritage , and 
che latter a loan for your cotrifort , while he do good to 
his aftited, withered monnt Sion : and whokno- 


weth but ous Lord hath comforts laid up in ſtorefot = 
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ad yon, '$ am perſoraded Chriſt hath bought (yon by » 
thedevil , and hell, and fin, thac they have no claim ro 
ou; and that isa richand varaluable mercy. Long 
Hows , ye vers half challenging deaths cold kindneſs, un 
being ſo flow and ſwicr ro comeaud looſe a tired priſo- 
wcr: bot ye ftaud in need of all the crofles , loffes , chan- 
, and lad hearts that befel you fiace chat time : Chriſt 
wh the body of fin anſubdued, will take them all 
and more : we know that Paw! had need of che devils fer» 
vice, to buffer him , and far more we. Bur my dear and 
honourable Lady , ſpend your ſand-glaſs well: lam ſure 
ye have law to raiſea ſuſpenfion agaioſt all , thac devils , 
men , friends, world, lofſes " Fel ,» or 19 can decree 
againſt you : ir'is good your crofles will but convey you 
to heavens gates: /v+ can they vot go, the gares ſhall be 
cloſed on them , when ye ſhall be admirted to the throne. 
Time ſtandeth not ſtill , eternity is hard at our door. O 
what is laid up for you ! Therefore harden your face a- 
gainſt the wind, andthe Lambyour hatbaud igmaking 
ready for you, the bridegroom would fain have that 
day , as gladly as your Honour would wiſh rohave it ; he 
hath nor torgorten you, I have heard a rumour of the Pre- 
lats purpoſe to bamsh me , but let it comeit God fo will, 
the other fide of the ſea is my fathers ground a{wel as this 
fide : 1 ow bowing to God, bur no (ervil bowing to croſ- 
fes ,I have been but roo ſoft in that : I am comforted that 
Fam perſwaded fully thar Chriſt is halfer with me in this 
well-born and honeſt crofs , ard if he claim right rothe 
beſt half of my troubles, { as | know he doth to the 
whole ; ] Ishallremitir over roChriſt, what I shall de 
in this cafe : know certainly my Lord Jefus will not 
marre'nof ſpill mp ſufferings, be kath ute for chem in 
his honfe. O what it worketh'on me , toremember that: 
«ſtranger who cometh not in by rhe door , ſhall built 
hay and ſtuble upon rhe golden foundation] laid amongſt 
char people its Ampath: bur 1 know providence looketh 
nor aſquint, but lookerh ſtraighr our , andthorow alt 
metis darkneſs ; O thar I could 'wair upon tlic Lord : 1 
had bnroneeye » onejoy, - one delight, even co preach 
Chriſt, and my mothcts ſous wete avgry at mo, and 


have 
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Love put out the poor mans one eye , and what have [ 
behind? Iam ſure this ſour wor{d hath loſt my heatr 
deſervedly, but oh that there were a dayes-man to lay his 
hand upon us both, and determig upon my part of it. 
Alas! chat innocent and lovely truth ſhould be fold ; my 
tears are butlictle worth , bur yer for this thing I weep, 
I weep ! alas that my fair and lovely Lord Jelus thould 
be miskent in his own houſe, it reckoneth little of ive 
hundred the like of me: Yer the water gocth not over 
faiths breadth , yet our King liverh : 1 write the priſo- 
ners bleſſing , the good will , and long laſting Kindneſs, 
with the comforts of the very God of peace be to your 
La: and to your {weec childe ; grace, grace be with 
Yous 


eAberd. Sep. 7, Your honours atall obedience in his 


1637. ſweet Lord Jeſus, S.R. 
|Td the much honoured 
JOHN GORDON ; 
Of Cardoneſs elder. 


M3 honoured and deareſt in my Lord, Grace, 
| mercy and peace beto yoa,my foul longeth excee- 
dingly ro hear how matters go berwixt you aud Cheiſt ; 
and whether or nor there be any work of Chriſt in that 
porieb » thac will bide thermal of fire and water :. let me 

weighed of my Lord ina juſt ballance, it your ſouls 
he aot weighty upon me: you go to bedand you riſe 
with me , thoughts of your ſoul (my deareſt in our Lord) 
depart not from me in my fleep: ye have a great part of 
my” teats , fighs , ſupplications,. and prayers: O if 
I could buy your fouls ſalvation with any (ſufferings 
whatſoever , and that ye and 1 might. meer with 
joJ up in the Rain-bow , when we ſhall before our 
jadge ! O my Lord forbid 1 have any hard ching to depon 
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againſt you in that day! O thar he who quickneth che 
dead, would give lifero my ſowing amotg you ! whar 
joy is there (aext ro Chriſt) that ſtandeth on this fide of 
death , would comfort me more , then that the ſouls of 
that poor pcople were in ny , and beyond all hazard of 
loſcing ; Sir , ſhew the people this, for when | writers 
you I thivk I write to yoa all old and young; fulfill my 
joy and ſcek the Lord: Sare Tam , oace 1 diſcovered 
my lovely , royal-, Pcincely Lord Jeſus to you all, Woe, 
woe, woe [hall be your part of it for evermore, if the 
Goſpel be agr the ſavour oflife unto life to you : as man 

ſermons as I preached, as many ſentences as [ we 
as many points of dictay ſhall they be, when the Lord 
{hall plead with the World, for the evil of their 
doings, Believe me, I find Heaven a City hard 
to be won , the rightcous will ſcarcely be ſaved; 
O what violence of thronging will heaveoſrake : alas ! 
I fee many deceiving themſelves, for we will all to 
heaven, now every foul dog with his foul feet will 
iu at the neereſt, tothe new and clean leruſalem : all 

ſay they have faith , and the greateſt part in the world 
know notand will net conſider , thata ſlip inthe mar. 
ter of their ſalvation, is the moſt pitifpll ſlip thatcan be ; 
and char no loſs is comparable to this loſs. O then fee thar 
there be not a looſe pin in the work of your ſalvation ! 
for ye will not believe how quickly the judge will come ; 
and for your (elf, l know that death is waiting & hoverin 

aud lingering atGods commaud,that ye may mate: | 
Then ye bad need to ſtir your timeand to cake eterniry 
& death to your riper adviſnggatza wrong ſtep or a wrong 
ſtor in going our ef this life?” 1 one property ,- is like 
the fin againſt the holy Ghoſt , and can never be forgi- 
ven , becauſe ye cannot come back agajn thorow the laſt 
water , to mourn for it, I know your countsare many , 
and will cake telling, and laying , and porn kymncrng 
youand your Lord ; fir your counts, and order them : 
loſe aot the laſt play , whatever ye do ; for in thar play - 
with death , your precious ſoul is the price : for the 
Lords ſake ſpill not theplay , and loſe nor ſuch a rrea- 
ſuce, Ye know out of love I had wo your foul, and _ 
(o 
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of defire Thad co make av heneft count for you, I reſtified 
my diſpleaſure and difliking of your wayes very often , 
both 1n privat and publick : -1 am got now a witneſs of 

our doings, but your judge is alwayes your witneſs. 
[ beſecch you by the mercies of God , by the ſalvation of 
our ſoul , by your comfotr, when your cye-ſtrings (hall 
break, and the face war pale, and the ſoul thall cremble 
ro beout of the wp ur Sod y » and by your compea- 
rance before your awfull Judge ; after rhe fight of his 
letter rake a new courſe with your wayes, and now in 
the end of your day , make ſure of heaven: examine 
your ſelf if ye be in good carneit in Chriſt , for ſome , 
Heb. 6, 4.are partakeys of the holy Ghoſt, & taſte of the good 
word of God, C7 of the powers of the Ufe to come : & yet have 
no part in Chriſt arall. Many think they beheve,bar never 
tremble: the devils are further on then theſe, Jam, 
2. 19. Make ſure to your felt chat ye are above ordinary 
3G 47 ; the ſixth part of your fpan-lengrh and hand- 
readth of dayes , is ſcarcely beforeyou: Haſte , haſte ; 
for the tide will not bide : Pur Chrift upon all your ac- 
counts , and your ſecrers ; Better ir is that ye give him 
your counts itythis life, out of your own hand then rhar 
after this life he take them from you. 1 never knew ſo 
well what fin was, as fince 1 came ro eAberden; how- 
beit 1 was preaching of ir toyou. To feel the {moke of 
hell's fire,in the throat , for half ar hour, to ſtand, beſide 
a river of fire and brimſtone, broader then the earth, 
and to think to be bound hand and foot, and caſter in 
the midſt of it, quick, then ro have God locking the 
priſon door, neverto be d forall ererniry : O how 
will it Shake a conſcience, that kath apy life in it! 1 
kad the fruics of my pains to have Chrilt andthar peo- 
le once fairly mer ; now meeteth my foul in my ſad 
onrs, and I rejoyce that gave fair warniog of all the 
corruptions, naw cntring 1n Chrifts houſe, and pow 
many a ſweet , ſweet, ſoftkiſs, many perfumed well 
ſmelled kiſſes, and embracemenrs , have 1 received of 
my coyal Maſter: He and 1 have had much love toge- 
ther. I have for the preſent a ſick, dwining life , with 
mach pain , and much love ſickneſs for Chriſt; © wr R 
I wou 


| 


SPOCLFETY 


[it on! 
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I would give to have a-bed made ro my wearied foul, in 
his boſome ! I would friſt heaven for many yrars, to 
have my fill of Jeſus in this life , and tothave occaſion te 
ofter Chriſt ro wy people, and to wo many people to 
Chniſt. 1 canoor tel] you whar ſweet pain , and delight- 
fome torments are in Chriſts love? 1 he challenge rime, 
that holdeth us ſundry, 1profeſs to you, 1 have no reſt , 
I have no caſe while 1 be over head and cars in loves. 
ocean. If Chrifts love (that fountain of delight ) were laid 
as open to meas I would with; O how wouldI driok, 
and drink abundantly; O how drunken would this my 
foul be ! Lhalf call lisabſence cracl , and the mask and 
vaile on Chriſts face , a cruel coverigg , that hideth ſuch 
afair, fair face, from a ſick ſoul. 1 dare not challenge 
himſelf , burhis abſcace isa mountain of iron upon my 
heavic heart. O when will we mcet! O how long is ir 
eo the dawning of the marriage- day! 'O ſweet Lord jeſus 
take wide ſteps! O myLord , come over mountainsat 
one ſtride! O my beloved , flee likea'ro, or young hart , 
upon the mountains of ſeparation! Oifhe would fold 
the heavens together like an oldcloak , and ſhovel time 
and dayes eur of the way , and make ready in haſte the 
lambs wife for her huſband ! Since he looked upen me , 
my heartis nor minc owa, he hath run awayto heaven 
withit: Iknow it was not for nothing , that 1 ſpake ſo 
meekle good of Chriſtto you in publick. O if the heaven 
and the LR of heavens were paper , and the ſea ivk , 
and che multitude of mountains pens of braſs, and 1 were 
able to write thar paper , within, and without, full of 
the praiſes of my flireſt » mydeareſt, my lovelieſt , my 
ſweeteſt, my marchle(ſs, and my moſt marrowleſs and 
marvellous wel beloved! wo ts me, 1 cannot ſer him outto 
menaud Angels, O there are'few tongues to ling love- 
ſongsof his incomparable excellency , what can 1 poor 
prifaner do to exalt him ? or what courſe can I take to 
extol my lofty , and lovely Lord Jeſus? Iam putromy, 
witsend, bow to get his name made great. Blefled they 
who would help mein this, how ſweer are Chriſts back- 
per ? Owhat then is in his face ! Theſe that ſee his face, 
ow dow they getcheireye plucked oft him again ! Look 


vp 
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up to him and loyc him , O love and live. It were life 
rome if ye would read this letter ro that people, and if 
they did profic by ic. OifI could cauſe them die of love 
for Jeſus! charge them by the ſalvation of their ſouls, to 
hang about Chriſts neck , and rak< their fill of his Jove , 
and follow him as I caught them : part by no means 
with Chriſt ; hold faſt what ye have received ; Keep the 
truth once delivered, If ye or that people quit it inan 
hair,- or in an hoof, ye break your conſcience in twain : 
and who then can mend it, and caſt aknot onie? my 
deareſt in the Lord ſtand faſt in Chriſt : Keep the faith , 
contend for Chriſt ; wteſtle for him , and rake mens 
feud for Gods favour; there is no compariſon betwixr 
theſe. O that my Lord would fulfill my joy , and keep 
the young bride to Chriſt that is at eArwoth, And now 
whoever they be, that have returned to the old vomir 
ſince my deparrure ; 1 bind upon their back , in my ma- 
ſers name and authority , the long-laſting weighty ven- 
ance ,' and curſe of God, in my Lords namel give 
them a doom of black , upmixed , pure wrath , which 
my maſter ſhall ratific and make good , when we ſtand 
before him : except they timeuſly repent , and 
turn to the Lord. And I write to thee, poor mour- 
nifgs and broken-heatted believer , be who thou will , 
oO free ſalvation ; Chriſts ſwcer balme for thy 
wounds , O poor humble believer ; Chriſt's kiſſes for thy 
watery ; Chriſt's blood of atonement for thy guilry 
ſoul ; Chriſt's heaven for thy poor ſoul, though once 
banished our of paradiſe , my maſter ſhall make 
__ my worderelong. O that people were wile! © 
thar people would ſpicr out Chriſt , and never reſt while 
they find him! O how ſhall my ſoul mournin ſecret, 
if =p nine yeers pained head , and ſore breaſt, and = 
ned back, and gricyed heart , and privar and - publick 
Prayers to God , ſhall all be for nothing among that peo- 
ple. Did my Lord Jeſus. ſend me but co ſummond you 
your judge , and toleave your ſommonds at your 
houſes? was 1 ſentasa witneſs onely to gather your dir- 
tay's? O my God forbid: often did 1tell you of a fan of 
Gods word tocome among you , for —— 
t 
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# Pray forme, 
Priſverand your lawful paſtor be' 


lx Tour Tofu! and Lovig 
e Fa6ICa Paſtor, $:R, -- 


( 7 e | / +» SLAL ” 
"I Race's\ meropand peare be to you i froth God obt. » 
IF Farther, en+Romoue bord | foe Chiift, I cannot 
burchatiyour La > for your Lerrer that hath refreſhed 
my foal.” 1 chin my (elf niany wayes obliged ro your 
Las rlowes my alt brother , now ember. 
me zi cable; hi 


truths 686: 7 four La: 
MG yer coun, mea 


yout garfand, and your cye look- 
whict cerminlyis nothing bor cho 
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new<reature :! fear nori, Qhrilt will | 
your (moaking caal y raodthes whockcgdaredowy- he 
lay yay ? Bc (orry 4r-cartuptido,and vor lſecarely rhat 
com panion lay with-ydu 1tn-your mothers. womb+' 'and 
was as carly friends with you, as thebreathefjife, and 
Chriſt will: aot have. it othetwiſe; for he detigtireats/ 
rake up fallen bairogandaa mendbrokra brows tbhuling 

of wounds , is his offiegs!Hal. 47. Firſty. Lam glad 
Gheifkwill ge log went of chis -cathag in you , iy 
a whole ſoul isin heaven , which was ficker thewryeare : 
He is content ye lay broken arms and legs ob his knee, 
that he may (pelkrthem, 2. Hidingrof bis ite is wile 
love, his jove.isgat fond , doing, and reafonleſs, to 
give your head no ether pillow, while ye be in at heavens 
partes, bur ro tie berwixt his breſts , apdlean upon his bo- 
ſome: Nay hjsbairns, cold 
fide of the hill, and ſer 


ing on. Ourpride mult have winter yeather to ror it. 
Bur { know Chriſt ye ſhall -noc by heard, ye will 
whiſper it over berwixt your (elves, and agrec again, for 
the Anchor-tow abi faſt withia the vwdil;'theend of 
iris in CEriſts cen fingers; who dare pull if he hold ? 
[ the Lord. thy God will bold thy:right band ,. ſaying, ſtart 
ntt , [ will belp thees 16-41. 11.3- fear not laced. The 
{ca-(ick pallenger thall come to Land , Chriſt will beche 
hon ns wkony Hom on. the ſhoar.. _—_ oupg oy 
will keep rhe Kings way ; £000 -in t engrh 0 
the 24s th haſte Cs pot leifurce to (peak to 
the Ion-kee by the way : he is over beyond ting io 
the other fide of the water who thiaketh lang for. you. 
For my, untaichful. ſelf ,, Madam, Lmouſt ſap,a word. 


At my firſt coming tyther , the devil maade-many black 
lies of iny Lor 6nd ſaid Was , 
and he was angry ,aud would gireau evil (errant bis leave 
at mid-term; bur | he gave , me grace-pot to take my 
leave, I reſolved te bide ſum monds , and fic ,, bowbcir 
ir was luggeſted and faid, what  5bould be dove with « 
withered tree , but over the dike with it }- But now, 
now, { Idate not, I dow not keep it up )who is ſankteg as 

is 
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water apon: 


often have. | 
Pie cher bare feer among | 
thorns: His love hath cytes, add in the mean time is look- * 
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wo fpayd ge | andthe royull. 
x4 Kings - 
hall; and qt -—anrrdocan arch 
rable © But 4 cagnpomend ic , Chriſt roofd tave- his will / 
foul fo / famerimes with his love 7 
L z\and/ to cry ou 
boraing coal inmy heart; & gone 
lefr me nnd irrogphee !: yetiols 
ind rf reg +I know not:whar iris; - Noe 3 wo dev 
ſo lick for him'as now. 1 durſt nor challesge my Lordy 
i rwaC a OP IY » iris a-daring croſs. 1 know 
A then-r0 play with'me , "and 
trinkean apple with nic,a0d rhac this feaſt will ecid, Ofor 
a inſtrumems Gods name, rhat rbis 1s he! andthar 1 
(yh make uſe of it), :whet it will be:a meer friend within me, 
Cold and when ir will be faid by « challenging devil; where is 
—_ my God? Since Lknow it wit not laſt, 1 defire but 'ts 
5 WU kerp broken umeat 2 burfer inoviian afrer me ; lander 


-— forbigeroſs,; The Gteiz LotS ob the-Coreuave , 
will who broughrfromThe dead , the shepherd of his 
\ for | <P » by«beblood of the covenant , .cſtabliſh 
4of you, and keep you and yours to bis appearance. 

_ . | ba Atarchs 7. Yours im his ſweet Lord 
The +1. 163 Feſus'y S.-R. 
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black # | My reveren nd dar Brother; 


_w | I Received your Letrers : They are 2s apples of gold wo 
© my mey far wich mſivcer feaſts ( and chey are aboveib 
wheit of ſuch 4 finver, high and out of myo" 
rh neſs to ballaſt me, and weighe mea lictle. 
-——_ is but his þoundicls wiſdom who bath taken the york 
td as WY ig of his witlels child , and be knowerh, to be 
; C 2 drunken 
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drunken with comforts, is gor f | 
However it by ,| CAGNIND | 
@ols; Ateyejghnercben it (felt. eſtcayos'( my; 
witnels is inheawep,); Deouid with many: porpd: goghts: 
added to my erolny; nodenar; that boy {afirwgs, Chr 
were ler forward in nb kungly ofecen then Land: | Oh: 
bat ismy trivaohuk glory s of mylefics;,. array. fad! 
heart ,, (o the apple ofthe eyc of 0ue-Lord;; and iiv bo» 
loved; ſpouſt , bis prewauaheuth/, ins:cbyal prim a 
the glory af mavi zaſtire an giragot hwfocs {h,, 
theacft imany of his davcþ ful ſer rant, boidogloatichim 


ye 
are the ralloeg: of the. Nonh and South-; and looked ro 
\-, as ib ye were el ctyſtaligialh, 'your:moGand duſt 
thould 'ſoor »be prociaimed ,, avd: trumpets: blows ar 
your ſtips : Burbkoow ye havelaid help upon one 'rhat 
15 mighty, . knwoftnot yoor: com furegroy ry and 
frothy applauſe , neither lay your down-caſtings nor the 
tongpies of. (ale wmockers , 2nd reproatheewob.godline(s : 
e As deceiviers, andeyet true; as unknown, a well known : 
God hath called you to Chriſts fide , and the wind isnow 
os CErifts fee 19tERTAOT,; and Tecing ye arc With him, 
s canyor expect che lee-Gde ,; or the fuony- fide of the 
rac; Bur 1 know yt have reſolvedto rake Ghriſt upon 
aty termes,vwhaylacver 2; 1 ho thou 
yours E Tos , ROO) Sets 
againſt it ; The $hields of the world thipk our Maſtcr 
cumberſome wates ; and.thas.he-m i100 din , 
and that his cords and yokes make blains and ſcores 
in their eek + re they ket, they ayilos map 
ſhalt noc ceigpy over us, Ler us pray !one for another: He 


who harh omade you x<chiofen arrow\ in bis quiver, hide 


you in the hollow of his hand : bans. \ 
:- Abord. March;9. Yours awhis ſweet Lord 
L137 lejar, -S.R. 
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his: | 


Bpilt: nf, = TL 5-5 3 & 87 «T 47 
' I 1 WES £20142. LUBE gh W154 
»z 4, To' rhe right honturably , my Long, ...: 

1: poly: v5: Þs WW 1 21 (oh 
. 2b 0-W.:.2 © N. | 
honobtible Lotd ,, Grace ,mercy 


w  andprace dots ;Laiake bold ro wricero-your 
4Lo1: Tote the once okunty's o_ 


r ; 

-whewm(o hide him-/( as 

'it-were') undar thaincioak, as ifhe | md 
' chiGathicls on ; ( 2pdcfpcaaliynhe Nobles's 

n expcaliycy hazardous & woultner 

from his cauſe; pes. amr urs Apcuryenes 


md them back; when lowns: ate 


-of this 


andhis oppreſied Spouſe , as far as zeal 20d taw 
will go with you, Your ordinary logick from rhe 


; Learning }- worth artfftraws: 
:Brenrs ate Gotls ; | ler ao do,. amtoorpirad apanR Gods 
Office; ler him fic ar his wwe helm, whe moderaceth all 
events. Itis neo a good courfero comptainthat we cani- 
| wot\ pet a/providence ofgold; whon our lafine(s, cotd 
zeal, temporiſing ; and faithle(s tearfulne(s (pillerhy 
(ce; Your Lo; will pardon me, 1 aw (nor of 
that mibd, \chavzumaks or arms is the way to por 
"Chriſt" on | 'tys-> Thirons , or char} Chriſt will be 
ſerved and trurch vindicated only with the” arm -6t 
fleſh and blood : nay , Chriſt doth his tara with leſs 
CO rn tolind in blood} Bur 4 would 
the zeal of God wese in the Nobles , to dotheir part = 
: Chrilt ; 


48 Mr. RuTHmiEYOOrDS -Epiſt, x7. 
Chriſt: agd Lpatbe doned3o write wroprLo: this: 
I dow not, 't date tet bur ſpeak » WhartGod 


hath done rg the fop! of hi , '® * > exiled pri- 
ſoner : his tom yp obs 4 Yom. he before, be 
hath (caled the hogourable canfe'tabiy fuffer fors, fon 
i] (halinor believe char Chrift will purhivezmes nad fing 
pan aw imayhtarion: he harh maderall-tys'promiſes 
-good ro me , .and: hath. filled up all.cheblapks with his 
own hand :; 1 would” aot exchangermy bonds wich -che 
plaiſtered joy ob this whole world. — Irhdihpleaſed him 
-to\make 2 finneothe like ore ant ordinary bauquetrer 
inhis houſe of wiee 7 with thatrofubPrintely oneChriſt 
:Jelus., Owhibwe 1!" O wharretliagris im his love ! 
w iwecrmaſthe be';" hen that blatk and Burdcnſom 
: rce\,; bis own croſs , is fo perfumedwich joy and glag- 
-ncſ ! O fot help wo lift him np by praiſes, -on his roja! 
throne! Iſeekno more but that his nawe may be pread 
-abroadin me;, thar meck{c good may be.{poken of Chri 
on'my behalf: chis beingdone , mylofſes,- place, ſti 
eud,, credit”, | cafe, -and Liberry ,'{hallalf bemade 
to ny full- conremmevr,: and joy of hearr. | ]: will be 
-canbdace your. 'Lo: will go oa in-theſtrengrh of the 
; Lord, and/kvep Chriſt and avouch/bim , rhat voy 
ead. your name publickly before men and Angels. Twill 
-Entreat; your;Lo > ro' exhore and cacourage that Noble- 
man your Chicf codothe fame : but Lam'woe,, many 
of you find-a.new wiſdorn, which 'deſerverh not ſuch'a 
name ;/ it were better that men-{hould ſee z that their 
wiſdom be holy and their holineſs wiſe: /] muſt be; bold 
to: defire your Lo: Fo add to-your former favours'to 
me {for the whyich- your Lo: bath; a priſonets 
and prayers) this , that yewould be to. befri 
my beocher:; now fuffcring tor the {ame cauſe. Far he 
is todwell nigh your Lo; Bounds; your Lo:-word and 
coumecnance may help him, Thas recommending your 
Lo to the (ayivggrace and render mereyot t jeſus 
eur Lord, 1lreſt, 


Aberd. March, 9. Your Lo: obliged Servant in 
I6137- :Chriſt”, S,R, T 
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If 
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exerciſe his owi office; ane 


Y 4 
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1Þ = 1 C3 Ap Pi P 4 q 
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- | Reverand and Deer Brother, 1, 11. © 
Cx | mereyand peare'beto-your Tem well; m 
* 103! Jeſhb iv Kinder wane et ever he was”, 
tim to dine and figp with tis affliacd prifoner,a 


King k tiey- an4his(pwdrd caſteth a fwcerſmelh, 
Par love'4© the eh, and por dper ir burdens , 
-nd'@de/it will a love \ttideed'; wo employ nor his 


love7gndthereforewe know it nor. I yerily coomt more 
of the (uſriags of my Lore; >thep of this worlds laſtred 
and overgilde glory : Lees _ 73/ave $4 Lord Jeſus 
| Flora mp Les nefs , is joyes: m 
8 with his own 14 oor I fvd it f Liver rich 
thingto: ht ge ade (otrovs With'Chriſt's joyes,,oy af- 
romp: with (w ; | w_ m_ _—_ CO 
ther,ahis.is hisowan I ſufter tor , ca 
m ; : ty rh ortiontſore, and Feow he 
will not put hi er; his ſeals are nor 
dumb , eo FR A wa a ES inerioh and lyes.. 
Go on my dear Brother inthaſfrengrh of the Lord, noc 
fearing man that is a worm , or the fon of man that will. 
die, ": Pwrideder dark 4thoafand keysro open a thouſand 
{undrydaors; for the deliveratice of his own, when it is 
eveii come to 2 conclematidw oft; Lerus be faithful- and 
care foronr own par, whicivigrodo and (uffer for him, 
.and{dy Chriſts part on hirnfelfy zadleavent there t du. 
ties awe \ours , events are the Lord's: when bur Faith 
moe evergandto hold 2 court (if mayſo- 
"{peali) 'upom Gods provi fand beginneth tofay, 
wilt Thou dv. this, and thaev] we loſe grouhd+' we have 
mg tw do there; ir is- our pate tolerche'Almighty 
fiokicom hefew 3 rhete ts. 


nething left ro us bur ro (ce Row we may be approvedot 

: hitm/,andhow we may rolbrhe weight of our weak foals 

| [in weldoingJupon him whos ATI E IIa == 
C 4 w 


paiofully and faithfully 
neighbourkood with the” 


— 


_ — 6.4 — Las tid 


F Bleſs you for charters he is comp doe 25 rain 
I OR ayprng 4 hack revived my-witheeed 


re v1 


+.nſen- /alewion, for walls in it , and whas; think 
pgrpr os dryplaut to/bad 
" iled kb > v 


e.or 
litlie , and 
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Epift. 15, i Larraks. 14... 
and Sepper both in one from any othet - his dealing , 
and the way of bis judgments paſs finding our. Ne prea - 

, ao book ,- no learning could give mechar, which 


1 to come andy et wn this Town, But whar of 


allthis, if I were normiſted , confounded , and aſto- 
niſhed how to be thankful ,” and how to ger him! prai- 
ſed for eyxermore ? And which is moce, ae hath | 
pleaſed to pain mewith his love, and my pain growerh 
through want of real polleſſion.. Some have wrincn 
to me , that Iam poſſibly roo joytul, of the cro(s; bur 
my Po joy overleapet the crols , it is bounded apd-zer- 
I know the fun will over-clowd 
and wepers yi add1 thaltaga ps pO IN che ht 
dow"; but Chrift miſt be 'we moe T9 come and go as 
- thinketh meer / yer he world be more A iD 
ny; Le to cor \ ed, of wes 'T'hope, 'be pi- 
we, in ealt apply me, ar ſach 
taining tithe as this : b [olfed is his awe; fr 
was not my flattering 'of , thardrew a kiſs from 
his thourh : 'bitt he would fend ine as 2 "(pic inco"rhis 
wildernelF'of ſuffering , to Tee the and), avd to try 
the food ; ant DO make a ed Ng" ous 
© and it, 
othies ſhout faint. Ce » when a change comerh , 
t6 caſt Mitfor oe fs Sly pea , "which By 
hink raeghr'me to in" this day lghbt) whither 1. 
ren , when 1 moft ny leffor withoturbook, ant 
eve inthe dafi. 1 am no dep oapdyrernget of Chrilts - 
mehr "#ydngtto cat when be faith / \car © 
abundantly. Tf be bear me onhis back', or 
certy'me in his army oyer this witet ,"1 hope fot grace 
to (er 'down'boch Ro hay) on dry g round”, wheo the 
wa { Herter is 19 Heh gihond » * my Lortt 
thought good hedge by an hold, and Ar En 
welbcloved's ſhoulder ; is ood'to br ever akin go | 
him.” T't&htt be may pet the fruit of praites 3 
tiig } 'ahd'thus dandling me opon his knee : 
gi oy: ofrhatikFolniels. fs bein There Cheb 
-bond againfor my relief, that 11 1] be ſerengeh- 
ned by ay Towertal grace , ro" pay ty one | 
3 mM, 


% as. 


Ft Mr. RuTHYRFOORD'S Epiſt, 26. 
him;Bat trulyl find we have the advantage of the brac up- 
on our enemies: We are more then. conquerours through 
him who hach loved us ; and they know nor wherein our 
ſtreogth lieth, -- Bray for me,. grace bewith you. © © 


cAberd. Your Brother in Chriſt, S.R. 
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To.my Lady Boyd, 


M ID 4 M; 


\ "Race mercy andpeace be untoy6u:» the-Lord hath 
brovght me toy fdberd. where Lice God in few. This 
town hath been "ar i upon of purpoſe forme: It con- 
ſiſteth cicher of Papiſts ,,or men of Gallis's naughty faith; 
itis counted wildom.inthe moſt , not to cauutenance-a 
confined Mimſter; bur 1find Chriſt neicher ſtrange noc 
uokind,; for I have found many faces {mile upon me 
fiace I came hither. lam beavicand fad , deri 
whatis berwixt the Lord and my ſanl , which noae { 
but he; 1 find mcn have miſtaken.me ,* it would be ao 
art_ [as L now fee] to ſpin (mall,,, and make hypocrific 
ſem agoodly,web, ES through the mercar as a 
faint among men » and yet ſteal quietly zo hell ,/ withour 
obſervation: Socafic isicto deceave meg. ;  Fhavre diſpu- 
ted , whether or noil ever knew any thing of Chriſtiani- 
ry , fave the letters of chac game: Men ſee bur as wen., 
and chop. rep rwenty , and eyertyanbundred, bar. 
'O!: to be approved of God in the. heart, apdin fincerity, 
is ngt an ocdibary metcy.: my negleftswhile 1 bad a pul- 
pit, avd otber things whereof 1 am, asbamed. to ſpeak, 
mcet me now , fo, as God maketh an honelt croſs, my 
daily forrow ; and*for fear of ſcaydaland ſtumbling , 1 
alt hide this day ofthe law's pleading: lkuow not, it 
hos court kept withia,my. ſoul be fenced inChiiſt's name. 
If certainty of ſalvation were ta be bought, God know- 
eth., if I had ren earths, I would nor prig with. God, like 
atool.I believed, under ſuffering for Chriſt atat 1 my ſelf 
ſhould keep, the key of Chriſt's txeaſurcs,, aud take our 
comforts when liſted , au cat , gud be far;: barl ſec 
nRUVW 


ETD gGDOOANESESEAHDRSOSTODSELOCTEHNRADSO r% SH .4& 


Fpiligs. 7 ee. Y 


BOW! ; 7 'a fufferer for Chriſt wiltbe. ade ado kins 
felf; and will'be holdenazthe door:, 'as well as nocher 
poor finer; and will be faigao car with tho bairns , and 
to take the” «board. _—_— 

ery Cary drarryuur ming heaven/bur welt 

caveu w 

Peri nn 7c ordinary marks: of: God's |Childrey', 
thi we have murine re us evmaRepro- 


bac (/andrhereupon we and cry; Holy-tey ,. | 
and chos the devil caſter pra 
tethoas zeatand-car 


fixc z,and/blun- 
e: bur{fewhcanty jpnorar the { oexr 
door ::and4 ſee, rms yung. any, 1 
ſuffer for Chriſt , and - tafvacion: mpegs, 
for ſometimes my Lord race wa #a1t hovers, 

O buthis love be ſweet 4. cl, arid: comtarnle 
Halfakifsisfweer ; burout Hy ove Will oothe 

renr of a right to Chriſt ,/uuleG@we ger! TR ny 
gon Le EIOII +7 arr 
except the rj agres ' 
tocirry Mw veich, him = \ However. we "OY , pre bs. 
wiſe; and we are foolscobe brawden andiondotd pawn 
,weodapated-—wr ant nana; phe om oc 4 


my ſomewharby my bonds4os che marry I | 
and Loim takia, to have wy Lord well ſppiten 
of aud honoured ;- bowbcir.he {hould-make thothi 


x bye advp_cret a-wares,.. 'Lbps recom 
your La:your fon, avdchildreate his grace ; a ry 
anoured yog'with a name and. room. among the. tving 
CEE Cs tobewub your: Ls:1 reſt, 
" Kberd. Wy; 1 ©" You Ea: be Loy 
"i 'Feſtes » R;. f 


- 


7 Me DAVID SICKSON. 
Revirend alt Dear Brother ; | 


[Tquod mercy and by umogen; ; I find gear” 
A, men; clpecially 0 Jive, Lp ſpeak lpene 1: 


+ Mt my wor I fearit 


| bm MT Eeohay o. 
we 1 eg 


pred rar Li(hall fiad pr 55a Y/ fit 

tus court 1:25 before ; the 
per wbpatn 0- urn doeyr 1 a0 = the black ctabbrd trec of 
my Lord's croſs hith made Ghriſk and my foot iverycarure; 


he 15 my' (org 1a ahe {Lam ofren laid 4nche 'dult 
rw rand packs 6 anger prone gr ern 
a. moontiia of rex were 9s puburndn ger 


heavier: and refit og l-win mn 
EE my1:beas A = 


- houſc o&wane:, Z 


neth-me more then priſon and bamshment. | 1 canaor get 
agate of C hiſt 's love © had L known whas nr 0 ae 
for me \I would pcrerhave/ been fo fain-heartce. | 
wy; heaweſt mes when alb4s loſt, rhe memosy Shs 
lore. maketh 16 think: Chaiſt's glvoms arc bot forabe 
| fashioiu: 1 ſeck-ver more but aveuc ro m3 wine] am 
tCanBregdutetucikſhemiand's read... Think 
os) :-13dcforeyouy ibutn! winot 
a ev ir:- my-tugared-cx0s forembene 10 
faxrbiow jon, ye | baltbavewailcd meas , the fre baira 
ibvkrty timexche $ tho bares ye (hall command all the 


whbeit I ſhould noc get one 
lemore , till my feet be up within the Kings ST 


wack. for my Maſtes.;+for 1 el 
SEE OTE. 


in Hour of > anſy youre ppp 0g. bovgry wa 


I þ it ſharp , {w prolouss! : take 
oF ry. an on cotland The 


hoo. me; hide 2 


Brekies of irelifid 
for tat 5 I ant fore + 
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WELLNESS. 
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pt 


"=" Airs chargoyrell.m ; 
miſuor *" at 
rel, am bckot love, lbopein,Godio leave; forme of - 


it <edbers:; 1 canmor ger an houlc 
Pro" 7-9 =. 0/0 leave drivk-filver in 
Her's name ; {avc oue.potly;y there is np. lale; tos. 
im the North :. be is [like 767008 a MFR PISY 
Acctpt ham. Gragebe'wath you. 117 11 1-4 


"berg." { YOut#' bis Fideet Torddefis'; S; Be 
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" Mr. MATTHEW MOWAT. 


"Furr and drew bronker., Lam a rey fac mh 

; Horkaabary bag pep* py] mp ck wer 

PW 4 $4 

org des Lam 34 ane is =p oy nb 
Lwould have merotheg my,T uiour EAN UPOB, INE þ 
buc it is good! thas. a benny Wit ig.p0t he rhe ig Hy 

Shnkony es Legdielvs: bot het bim give whan, be40l + 

ay be 


Loud -het.mith ag beds 6 ay ve png iy 

would not wikh.a aten be m 
| Gachoaken co/livg peat, wn 
bocrow! by don 0s oxer love, that 4 huge» 


ve. of. epaniogores eng, 578 for Man 
and px yr of ens only thing 1 taineſt a. {i 
prank knowab engine be chelaranyt that you | 
I thall;be Fr: } never get angther 
heavy ovly. aw cicxnal ling fealt of borleve 
bur hi y ws hes were poor, bets yor page: Col 
all the ſcalonsot the year is wglweewels: it 1 
veſlejs I maght fill them ,. bur my old ring. holly, and 
running out dighy, even when Lam ar the well, can br wy 


/ kiederaway ©: Nochipg bur Glory will make ght 


falt'our leckis and fy reſiels. Alas! 1 have, (kailed 


) aoe of Chi — fab ; humulicy s; and 


godly fCanom © 1 bave'broeghe with, me., How 
ofahe fea [cab a child carry 10 his bard, aglitile 
dow 'Þ rake. away of my Dr lea ,.my $s and 


nn ions bony ok _—_ 
wk. ipgm).iet 


. ..; RuTHunkYyo no POR ins 
rich-with him + my miſguidiog 'an: 
with that nach F [Ree hewies 's jewel , 'the 
jewel of the fathers delights; hath pur'me to a greacioſs, 
O thathe' woeld' rake a acre an and\my ſtock, 
and pat biy\aame tn” all my' bonds,” and ferver him+ 
ſe}f Heir torhe poor mean 'T have ,- and be-coun- 
table for the talent himſelf?i Gladly would I. pur Chriſt 
ip my room, to guideall; and ler me be bara (eryant to 
Solero. tad do bytus direGtion lex we _behis 
int 4/ | " m , 
and hr HAR ws paving. Di bow: would 
rejoyce to have this work of my ſalvation legally faſtned 
| Chriſt ! a back-boid of # Ing £ 
bappingdes deptniacy ay Chu; wc wyderet wap 
appineſs! or ; weremy : 
it rift weremy dbtead; Fwere fare e bibooght 
guiding of prate had been no' art ; 'F it would 
comept will ; note py > yer ow heaven yer, ifl 
had not” burdentd Chriſt 1 th Al F but tend my bare 
namtto the fwcer covenant-''Chtiſt, behind and before, 
& on eirher fide; makertralt ſare:God will-notcake anc Ar- 
minian -catttiohcr Freew?f! , weather rock, rutmngar a 
ſerpenrsrongoe;' a Tutor tharcou r father Adam 
unro us, ati brought'Cown the bowle, and ſoldrhe Land, 
andfenr the farher,and mother,and al{the barns chrough 
the earth to big their bread: 'narure in the Goſpel harh 
cracked credit, 'O !-well ro my poot ſoul fot evermore, 
that my Lord called grace rothe'councel a—_— 
Jeſus with free metirs, and the blood of oft 
10 Ja chaſe ;'todraw finners © z ape 634. w har 
4 ſweet block wis it ; by wiy of buying and» (elling; / ro 
ive and cell" Jown a tl for ook and glory to 
Þrroun) O would romyLotd. 1 coutd brmgpos 17 & 
mk ſpeak the worth, and exeeNentyythe high, and {oud 
praiſes 'of a Brother-ranſorter } O che Raviomer needs 
yot my report; bot of if-& would take it's and make 
uf of ie! I fhonld- be happy," 1f had an crrandco this 
world), but for ſome few* years, to ſpreadproclama- 
tions and” out-ctys',- and-tove-tetters' 7 of rhe highneſs 
7 kgs Wh ade ye" 


SY Bao trim my oe: in ang SCE = tn Sr .&a a. a a 5 LL. 
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\Fpifſt.'z 2. ExTTix's. 47 
more) of theRanſomer ,, whoſ&tloarks were vet , and 
diedin blood ; bowbeir that after] fiad done that , my 
foul & body ſhould go back to the morher Nothing : thac 
_ their Creator brought them onceoat fromzas from their 
Jr, 5 0 g. Bot why ſhould I pine away, & pain my felf 
| withes My nor believe _ that pike 
hi a5 bama m x, piroorctt 

houſe She Tons of 12S t ego 3 - employment 
and a calling , one wayor other, tg our Chrift, and his 
wares, to countrey buyers, & propole Chtiſt unto,& preſs 
bim upoy ſame poer ſouls ,: thas- faiyer then- their ffe 
would receive him ? You complain heavily of your ſhorr 
coming in practice, and 1caruring ov ſyftcring for Chriſt: 
you have many marrows, Forthe firſt, Lwouldinot put 
Jou off ſeaſe ofwretchedoels , hold on, Chrift never yer 
w a fighiog, groaving chjld; more of thar would make 

w » and 3 meer prey for Chriſt, Alas I 

; bhaveſtos licle of it-l. for veocorivg on ſuffering; Lhad 
.vorſo mych free ger. , wheo [ came to Chriſts.camp ,- as 
to buya.fword,, 2 wonder thar. Chriſt. {hold not laugh ar 
ſuch a ſouldier : Lam oo berter yer 4 but faith livethand 
ſpendefth vpon our Caprains charges , - whois able: ro pay 
. forall : we need nov pitic him, . heis rich, enough. -Ye 
defice mealſo noryo miſtake et i Cahrnand rn I bleſs 
an, 2nd thapk. God for it; bur alas! maſked or bare- 
oak kiſſingor glooming I miſtake him} yea 1 miſtake 
him I, the malk 1s off; far then I play me 
with his ſweetneſs: Fam like a child that hach a golden 
book , that playeth more with the ribbons/, and rhe 

pilding, and che piture inthefirſt page, then readip 
coments af ir. Cerraialy , Far oem my wel- 
beloved were fulfilled”, T1 could provoke devils, and 
croſſes, and che world, atd tentations to the fields: bur 
ob. my. poor: weaknels) makes me he behind the +bufh 
ad hide me.» Remember my ſervice and my bleſſing to 
my Lord; + am-myindful of hias an-Lam-able: defire 
him from-a priſoner, to come' ant! whit my ma- 
'ſter , avd feet bur the (mell ofhis love tir ſers hum well, 
howbeu he be yourgte make Chriſt his garland; T could 
not wilh hun in @ beer caſe, mm. > 
$ 


COPD _——P_—— 


"an ſkararch Ht, tor 1 have'ho quatrdds athipetols. 
-He and' his &toft arc Sgt ro db bore: the 
 lodgiogt - mer/woul@firr' have Chift good theap , bor 


bope , thir- could nor look overthe warertoour beſt he- 


v2 
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bcknels for Chait ; Remember my bonds, The Lord {c- 
ſus be-with your ſpin, Sort 

" Aberd. "1647. * Yours bubis Lord 
_ Teſus ,'S.R. 
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7 WILLFAM” HALEFDAY. 
Loving friend 3" = 

| Received yo 't- wiſh yetake for (alva- 

rant kr mot een hor tes fo 


which is nor converſion , is the fadeſt ant inot doletul 
ching in the world :* avake fure of falvation atd Lay the 


- foundation fute., for are 6d: Phita lowptice 
- upon workd's clay; pitt a pricapan heiſt temp- 
emions will come; buri r matt welcome by 
you, ythavethe beſt of it : be jealous overt yGuyfelf; aad 
your own arr, and krep rouches with 'God*" let him 
hot haven faite and feebfe ſoaldietr bf yon” : "feat hot to 
back Chriſt; - fot he will conquet'and overcome : lerno 


E2T oro pj=23thm 


S2ESESEDITDas 


bn not corne dow © act oat felf with 
fr: mak® Chriſt Four captain and” your: armont : 
make coalcience of fig wheat eyeſterh you, Grace 
de with: you. 
Aber. us eps FOUTE Che iſt Ieſws: S;R, you 
Th a Gentle-WWoman » after the Death of oh 
her busband,.. 
TIZGe loving fter; 1 know years minding your 
{wter coantrry }, and not Four lates | the 
place of your 'bairth mort ] for your ; This |ife 1s 
not worthy tobe cherhunroly or ocree wall of 'your Lord 
his paradiſe, charhe did fweet for to you, andrhar 
keepeth'for: you : andfilly, and ſandbiad' wee our 


ritage » 


the wel-betned 


{4r1n Sbrs *.. he that would. reckon and 
Nones 16 bis way, wa journcy of three or 
four/twodred wiler', and write up 4n his count' book 
all che herbs and Rowers: growing inhis way , mighr- 
come thort of his- joutney': you connot fray in your 
inch-of rime ro-laſe/your day { feeing you acc.iuhaſte, 
aud the night aud your aftter-noow will nor bide” you.) 
in ping your cart on'this vain world: it were your 
wildem to tead your-connt. book, and to have inrea» 
dinels your buſineſs againſt the time you come to deaths 
water-fide, | ] know yohs lodging 'is taken \your foce- 
runner Chriſt hach vox forgorten that ; and therefore 
you mult ſer yout" {elf ro vie thing , which ye cannot 
well want. Io that our Lord took your 40 
bimſelf , I know it was that he might maketoom for 
himſelf : he cucerts off: your" love ro the creatare + thar 
ye mighr learn thac God/only is rhe righe | owner of 
'your love, forrow; toſs , ſatlnels, death 3|-wrthicworſt 
chings thar'are; excopein':” be" Chriſt kaowerh well 
whacts make of them , 40d cari-put his own. in the 
common ,/ thar we ſhall be touMiction, . + 
nad thank God who learned os to our” acquain- 
ba'wih ſuch 4 roughcompanion /,- whe can hale us 


w. | 


I 
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to Chriſt? amt aRU UP RN KAI. 144 4 
and to ſpictonr comforts , «peace , joy! com mapnicn 
-with Chriſt, ewe of your ttoubles7rhir «Chriſt woo- 
.ers ſear-tv «orfury rothingfelf. - it 55: cafe roger 
good words, had a from oorLotd, 


evenfrom ſoch rough ler jeantat was pag TE 5 x.» 20 
Thanks co God forcrofles. When 


(or loſe in Lrang God we Hao gdh backs iv 
gain, Grear pareners of a ſmptall _— 
0a res zorhe hn larive 
together ,/ have ath | 

and' our gotd i9:9-rhat (þ oe > — axis fo is _ 
| I haſt} hes err :that they felt rhetyparyof 

»for alittle r aa abi you totbsy 
hope;! = not away yourerofler for 
nothing ;" 'Gninbde of & —— 


himſelt, and none lſe.can (for when Chriſt caſteth..a 
kno: , .» alt the + world cannot looſer it) Jet (us 1rhen 
count itexceeding joy » when wefall inco divers temp- 
rations. p06 en FR" "ee BI RADAR oth 
ene CeRi I creſt; T 


Abad... 4 | Your or Loving Brathey , s. R.. 


- 7» JOHN-GORDON, 
| » Of FRA FR, 


"" How ured and Dear Brother, 


I Wroee.of lateto-you : ; multirudes of lerters burden me 
nowr: I am refreshed-weith your letter : 1 exhort you 
is thebiowels of Chriſt, «ar gy ſoul ; and 


ler —_ _—_— _ and ponder then feri- 
_ w te Veepieg vof teech. in utrer>dark- 


y or hea "ul TIS war po mronla Sire 
ot SUORESID cold ; blac 
clay, do Idwohadin aa gle ans nnd your ſus 


om ob mrs PEhabDogmeah Ba > 50 at wa by & £44 


rape is ayer >a 75 1». \Dominion'and 2 
— coemmics. thould:be the ; wail, -and you the 


ts 4 ner ye EE 
down 4; Conltderwhart) plates 
CES m or rs, oh 
{wo 


20; vet 
.xy ovetieptations , over the world ,' abd fin. 47 The 


r. baixns now at their reſt yo ſpealkero-you & 
wiſe-ſa {aod;tavic her readthis. } 2. Lara a wnnels Bar 
bers's gloryin heavten.. 2; Forchereft, write it \undet 
my band ,;there are dayes RE Saneey: _— 


n=/her es ps hall-mect with them , there 
(hex grefengbeee), but nor ſent awdy-. 5. YourLord 
loverth ous who is homely to rake and give, borrow 
and lend. $Jar por bairaghc your Idols, for God will 
be jealous » . and take away the Idol , becauſe he is 
greedy of youy lovewhplly/ (1 ] you wife and 


children, Vince for evermore be with you, 


cAberd,: ” Your-Laving Beſter', S, R. 
To. NG GO JRDOR, - 
+ © Of Cardoneſt B 


Har Onenzoble and deareſt in the Lord, / Your Letter 
Fe wy ſoul. , My joy is Os, 


> 5 hs o 4 
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) yearemb arkd'þ 
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yes _ 205-þ 

Thcony wicGod-incryou. Ge SEE Grace be wikh kw. 
b 7 Md L190) Your loving Poſter SR, hr 

-- 7o- BAREASTOUN YOUNGER. | (1 
Poem py, 


hahen be to ous Your letrers aww 
inwricng? 1 T moſt ficſt nay. 
G you , Tens glaflie), Icy; ae ſlippery BY fan 


pieceof way, berwizr ww notngongene Homer I have 1% me 


: ETperients feal” I afler 
\ Waxkd. ies ee Bo ts brett Re 


ſoc- 


 Feefuinprign "cy: 


Shy ia | 75 
&y' and" dry cools 5-84 ac bor heart- 
ſtove ;,- aniÞlag ſconembe with higfinralt fire, and” 


CS emis b ond ow the b6ife: [ans " 


of; and” 


ified theeghtt>; 
called in, and keprou aw, ny © en erect barn 


nov; ad ares wacer for 'Sarans' | Yet moſtrelt- 


_ | . 
SS ErRn: 


16 heaven enters. brow 


Chriſchackan 2d 
tom havo ity ho ſhall: ng Grtras 
in yor © dy orga 


ELESECEER ; yours, but ye". 
ater contre ODE "ade F' 


natute ," pl aepfaray\ or {bovld nor be foon nt 
o yo muſt rake a* hoult befide” rhe Ply 

be ' a;tHitacle: BE bopuut pwn Arb nd rn 

,- ahd' worſe then Ke foiſnd HR lg 

aw "and- iv thats; - with 

ry raph $74 Arr cle Ft cry Har will 

in #s caje"en[Þ* ori ] © Takt ye that”: Ir tahnor be 

char 49 yout-owis , aha” + 
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2 weaned ; preſumption 


ſcads awayes 2 letyer, of: defiahee.no all: your fiks , 'if 
there were trathonlautimoe fi! Egranm you (it 


is a SATAN Oi far $omecs yoths paw 
t is pan- 
ery - op 3g app 6 $344 ſecking , and 


cqagor be had be NR thorow iron- 
9-60 

ypen bath- the fides Pikiz head , when he 

: 1;.igno time rhen. co! | be;bird- mouch'd 

anda weeping ſinacg ; bur yorſuch'a mirade; as wit be 

ſeen by, them who, will come and ſecs the ſceker and 

his rcalei, RN eneohemtetbched (cnc 

toe Aberdengit is very like he will come ſpeed with-Chriſt, 

camor be quit. of . & ne by enpoeer many ? And 

then bope for Chriſto bleſſn bleſſing is better 


bemoan them not who-can makea dib , and 
FOE 
Chriſt. is rae indeed, and\adclicace to a 
ſigher ade avs = de Nay, Lbave ſcep a 
Ic bodeth Gods mercyto complaia hearuly for- fin. 'Ler 
_ i beifebieng «004 ha wha. of your 
you 


adoe, Ce a eroetyeand let him bear 

radon wn ; he i is miracle and world's wonder, to aſecking 
dumb-may. ;'He char can tell 
wreſtling be wich Chriſt ill be ſay, Heww#s it » Sir , that 1 
muſt not bluſh” ro ie ſtandech 

Spares} vr who ks a SI” which idle 


cannot do, miſvurtuzedcryingaud knocking 
will do, for Nor ts ye 


were lince with your rthree thi 
 * WhE. it Cort had fark tering Cakes 


in of the new co , betwixt youa wy As 

you as arty onartpenpal{ Gt hed 
Y ve; you lcave;to as ye £ 

Bur be will A to your daft ſpring, It is not 


refer- 


On-W 


king, 0 
uſt hpells ak »/a$ I may ; 


BESZET2 Gt » 


£3 ES 
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ee 
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faith, py Ace ich. hath n8A yore EE 
Po Gr utner60 on dear blood , char came. 

ho ona es , NN one ſyxe watk. 

The ule.chen js ing a rel; tf 


dy.cloled ng rl 114k Is > 
outa.copy gf Jourg 5 la oboe yea whe wich God 
ns Su 
pardon , but never mare a Le if , Leann 
that Salvation rage FI dic ; 2 1w6.,, cbbg. or flow, : 
with the working bur becauſe ic 1s your Locds 
honey oballers bis mercy , and bus fidelity ,. iris infi- 
in our Lord, thar nus-belicf giveth a dab 
os Len acy, and not. co gurSalratian: andfo, 
-eyer want (yea,,, howhbeit God here bear with the 
wane of what we are obl iged ro give him ,. eventhe glo- 
Pk his grace , by Are b yet) a pogr corenanted 
wogenth : but if guiltineſs were removed , 
doubcings would , find Lap »\ nor life ; and ye! 
faith is co believe the removal of gnilcipels ,. in Chriſt 
Axcaſon why ye get leſs now (az ye think). then before 
{0 law rake ic] in, becauſe at our firſtcon *"8 


the mear in young Yet p46 09h wit) 


ers own anger z bur when- we grow to ſome far 
ther perfeftion, we muſt take heayen by , violence, 


anc 


0 TT 6&5 
co yougnd your choughts, wha Chih zuill do 
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ol 1t-not Rel: 5 FS: p gger, \ , 
eas Winxers 2 For i= __— 
as "ES. 56 the 
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voknecfom . d' 
Chet}, Wiiarwe 


* how ye IN live 
greater 7 fol now,” 


eels ries nes 
Cli@igha refer rhe minter we, 3 
IEEE 


[> Why te 27 
2 S it for > a4 
oi Nr EDD 
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folks 


to role mere: 25036 ein hi h®-fde 6 
I a; from! my dtictoics, butr't 


<e wittory. am” ſo er thi rhinl® it 
wer an CR 8 be UN ria 


197? priſbners ble "he een a Ml mewith 


ove.” "Tromplamwhen 
oor ks isevet in _ 
wary ; 4 Dy , 
ſi rap abr} noone: Dem: 1 
| 4 ts ty 2 . ' th. his) 


ons love the love” bf Chriſt 3 
, the memory of his Trrect 


pre- 


PrOP >» m5 wo r= ww 


Epiſt.2$, LiTTziRs. 63 
enceislike a feaſt in a dear ſummer. Thave comfort 
in this , that my ſoul defireth that evety hour of my im- 
priſonmevt were a company of hearenly corgnes, to 
raiſe him on my behalf ; howbeir my, boads were pro- 
longed for many hunderd years. O that I conld be the 
_ "man, who conld procure my Lords glory ro low likea _ 
full ſca, and blow like a mighty wind upon all the fous 
Airths of Scotland, England and [reland. O if L could wiite 
abook of his praiſes! O faireſt among the (ons of men, 
why ſtayeſt thou ſo long away ? O hicavens, move faſt ! 
O ime} run, run, and halten the marriage-day ; tor love 
is rocmented wich delayes !'O Angels, O Seraphims who 
ſtand before him, O ble fled Spirits! who now lee his face, 
ſer him on high; for when ye have worn your harps in his 
praiſes, all is too lirtle, and 1s nothing, to caſt the {meli of 
the praiſe of chat fair flower , that fragrant roſe of Sharon, 
throngh many worlds ! Sir, take my hearty commenda- 
tionsro him, and tell him that 1 am flick of love, Grace be 
with you. 
eAberd. June 16-1637. Yours in his ſeweet L.Feſus, S.R. 
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To his Honowred and Dear Brother , 
ALEXAND. GORDON of KNOCKGRAY. 
Deareſt and truly honoured Brother , 


Race, mercy and peace be to'you : Ihave ſeen no ler- 
ter from you fince I cameto Aberdeeny 1 will not 
incerpret-ir ro be forgerfulneſs. Iam here ine fair priſop. 
Chriſt is my ſweerand honourable fcllow-priſoner , and . 
his ſad and joyful Lord-priſoner, [ if1 may =” @.]1 
think this croſs becometh me well, and is ſuitable ro me 
in reſpet of my dury ro ſuffer for Chriſt ; howbeit not 
in regard of my deſerving, to be thus honoured. How- 
ever it be, 1 ſce Chriſt is ſtrong, even |yiog in theduſt, in 
priſon , andin baviſhment, Loſſes avd difpraces are the 
wheels of Chriſts triamphing charior. lo the ſufterings 
of his own faiors, as he intendeth rheir good, fo he inten- 
deth his owng/gry,& that is the butt his arrows ſhoot ar, 
&Chriſt ſhoots nar at the rovers, he hits wha: he purpoſes 
to hit : Therefore hedoes make his own feckleſs & weak 
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nothings , and theſe who are the contempt of men, 4 new 
sharp thres hing Inſtrument having teeth, to thresh the moun- 
tains , and beat them mall , and to make the bills as chaff , 
and to fan them, = I. 144 £6, What harder ſtuff, oc 
harder graio fort reſlibgour, then high & rockie moun- 


.tains } Bur the Saiuts ate Gods threſhing inſtruments ro | 


beat ther all in chaft : are we not Gods leemn veſſels ? And 
yet when they caſt os ever an hone weare not brokenin 
$heacds : we ereep in ander our Lords wingsitthe great 
ſhower, and the water cannot go thorow theſe wings. It 
is folly thes for wen 10 ſay , this 1s nor Chriſt's ples, he 
will loſe the wed-fee, mea arc hike i beguile him : that 
were indeed a ſtrange play- Nay I eace my ſoul, 
and lay itin pawnon Chrilt's kde of it, and f rin- 
er halt wituer wich myMaſter: Let fools laugh the fools- 
laughter , and (corn Chriſt , and bid the weeping cap- 
tives in Babylon, ſing us one of the ſongs of Zion, play a 
ſprir i ines $9 ones hearted God: We may hag 
on luks head beforehandzeven in primera, Any ar 
expectation of a flummer-ſug at the turnof the year : no 
created powersin hell or out of hell can mar ous Lord 
ſus bis muſick , oor ſpill our ſong of joy : ler us theu 
eglad and rejoyce in the ſalvation of our Lord ; tor 
Gaith had never yet cauſe to have wet checks, and king” 
ing down browes , or to dronp er dic: what can aile 
fanh , (ecivg Chriſt ſuſtererh hamſelf, ( with reverence 


ro him be ir ſpoken ) tobe commanded by it 4 and Chrift | 


commandeth all things ? faith may » becauſe 
Chriſt fings ; aud we way come in the Quice, and lift 
our hoarſe and rough yoices , andchirp , aud fGivg, and 


. 


ſhour for joy with our Lord Jeſus, We ſceoxen go to the | 


shambles leaping and ſtartling * We fee Gods fed oxen, 


reparcd for the day of flanghrer , 109 and 
4 vs and Shy aku | 


down to the black chambers of 

we go to heaven weeping , as if we were like ro tall down 
thorow the carth for ſorrow. If God wete dead ( 1FI 
may ſpeak {o , with reverence of him who liveth forever 
and ever ) and Chri buried, and | among the 
worms , we might have cauſe to ike dead folks, 
bac , #be Lord lanavh, es 


a= . 
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iſt, 28. LuTCTERS. " by 
P/al. 18. 46.” None have right to joy butwe for joy is 
| for us , and anull ſummer or eſt will nor ſpill 
the crop. Thechildrenof this world have much 


that is not well come: It 18 no ſportth, ar: 


ſteal joy , as it were from God; for he c 


come , and lawtully way rounyy tb My dear Brother , 
I cannot bur' ſpeak whar I have felr, ſeeing ary Lord 
ononr among Arey wo yay it =o. GEE 
| priſoner , and it is to hide a (weer (ſmell ; 
ii 0 ph to {mother Chriſts love 5 ic will be our, 
whether wewill or not. If we did bur according 
to the matter, 2 cro(s for Chriſt have another 
vame ; ——_ ally when he cometh with his 
arms full of joys, is the happieſt hard rree thatever was 
laid opoa my weak ſhoulder. Chriſt and his croſs roge- 
ther arc {(weet company and a blefied conple. My prifon is 
my palace; my ſorrows with child ot joy, my lofleyare 
rich lofſes,my pains calie pain,my heavie days are holy and 
dayes. 1 may tell a new tale of Chriſt ro my friends. 
Ohit I could make a love-ſorg of him , and could com- 
racad Chciſt , and rune his praiſes arighe! O if1could 
ſcrall crongues in great Britain and Ireland, to work;to help 
me to fing a new ſoog of my welbeloved ! Oifl could be 
a bridge over a water, for my Locd jeſus to walk upop & 
krep his feet dry! O if my poor but heaven could go be- 
ewizt my Lord and blaſphemy and diſhonour! fo 
condition helovred me. ] O that my heaer could fay this 
wots, and bide by it forever ! It is not great art and in- 
comparable wi in my Lord, who can brivg forth 
ſach faic apples, our of this crabbed tree of the croſs ! nay, 
my fachcr's neyer- admired providence, can make 
a fair feaſt our of a black Devil: nothing can come 
to my Lord in his {fweer working. I would even 
fall ſound alleep inChrilt's arms, and my fiaful head on 
his holy breſt , while be kifleth me 3 were it not that of- 
ten the wind rurneth to the north , and whiles my ſweet 
Lord Jeſus, is, ſo that be will neither give nor rake , bor- 
row bor lend with me. I complain he is not focial ; 
I halt call biz proud and lordly of his company , and 
D z nice 
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- nice of his-lookes; which-yer is not true. . It would 

content me to-give ,  howbeit he ſhould nor take ; 1 
thould be content ro want his kiſſes ar ſuch umes, pro- 
viding he would be content tocome near and hand rake 
my werſh , dry and feckle(s kiſſes: Buratthat time he 
will not be encreated , bur lers a poor ſoul ſtand fill and 
knock, and never let on him that he heareth; and then 
the old leavings and broken meat , {dry bghs; are 
greater chear then 1 can tell: 'all 1 have chen is, thar 
howbcic the law and wrath have gotten a deere againſt 
me, 1yctlippenchat meekle m Chriſt, ascogert a 
luſpenſion, andtobring m 302006 FP be- 
fore my welbdaved: 1 Hefre but to be heard. And ar 
laſt hes content to come , and agree the matter with a 


fool, and farpive freely , becauſe be is God, Oh if | 


men wodld glority him ,” and taſte of Chriſts ſweetneſs. 
Brother , ye Ye need ro be buke wich Chriſt , for this 
whoriſh-Kirk: I fear Chriſt caſt -water upon Scotlands 
coal ; nay, -I know Chriſt and his wiſe will be heard , he 
will plead for the broken covenant. Armyou agaiaſt 
that eime.. ; Grace be with you. | 

«Aberd, June. 16, Yours in his ſweet Lord, 
I636. leſus, S.R. 
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To the Lady Kilconqbair. 
MISTRESS, 


Of mercy end peace be to you: I am glad to | 


hear that you have your face homeward towards 
your fathers houſe, now when ſo many arefor a home 
nearer baud: but your Lord calleth you to another life 


and glory, then is to be found here-away: and there- | 


fore I would counſel you to make ſure the charters and 
rights', which ye have to Salvation, You cametorhis 
lite about a neceſſary and weighty buſineſs, to tryſt 
with Chriſtaneat your percious ſoul , rheeternal falva- 
ton of it : this is the moſt neceſlary bufineſs ye have wn 
this life; and: your other adoes , beſide this, are but 
royes and feathers , and dreams, and fancies; this is the 
greateſt haſte and ſhould be done firſt, Means are uſcd 
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the Goſpel ro'draw ona meeting betwixr Cheilt and you: 

it ye negleR your part oF ir, it is'as if you would tear 
the Contrat before Chriſt's eyes, and give op rhe match, 
chat there ſhall be no more communiog of that buſineſs. 
I know othet loyers beſide Chriſt are in ſuir of you , and 
your ſoul wants not many wooers; butt pray you make 
a chaſt vitgio of your Soul , and letir Jove bur one + moſt 
worthy is Chriſtalone of alt your ſouls love ; howbeir 
your love were higher than the heaven , and deeper than 
the loweft of this earth, and brogder than this world, 
Many,alas!roo many, make a common ftrumper of their 
Soul , forevery lover thar cometh to-the houſe. Mar- 
riage with-Chrift would put your love, and your hearr 
by che gare , out of the way , and out of the eye of all 
other unlawful ſuitcrs'; and then you had a ready an- 
fwer for all others, [am already promiſed away to Chrift , 
the match is concluded , my Soul hath a Finsband alrcaay , 
and it cannet have two Hutbands, Oh 4t the world did 
bur know what a ſmet{ the ointments of Chriſt caſt, and 
how raviſhing his beauty , even the beaury of the faireſt 
of the fons of men is',/ and how ſweet and powerful his 
voice is, the' voice of that one welbeloved. Cercainly 
where Chnaſtcomethy he ruancth away with the Souls 
lore, ſocharthey caanorcommandit; 1 wonld-fac ra- 
ther look bur thorow the hole of Chriſts door » ro ſee 
bur che one half of his farreſt;,, and*moſt comly face , 
{for he looketh like heaven ©) fappoſe Þ thould never 
win in to ſee his excellency and glory co the full, rhaw 
to caſo the lower; the bloom , 'and chicfeſbexcelien- 
& 0 glory, and riches of ten worlds. Lord ſend! 
me for my part bur the meaneſt ſhare of Chriſt , char 
can be given to any” of the indwellers of the new /eru- 
Jalem; Bur 1 know'my Locd is no aiggard + He can y 
and becomerh him well to give more , then” my nat- 
row Soul” can receive. 1t there were ten thouſand 
chouland -millivus of worlds, and as maoy heavens 
full of fien and Angels , Chriſt-would nor be pioched 
to {i all our wants, and ro fill us-all. Chriſt is & 
Well of life, but who knows how deep it 13 tothe bor- 

tom? This ſoul of ours bath love, & caunet bur love rome 
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73 Mr, RuTHzRFOORD'S Fpiſt. 29. 
. fair one: And O whata fair one, whatan only one, 
whatan excellent lovely raviſhing onc is Jeſus! Pur the 
beanty of ten thouſand thouſand worlds of Paradiſes like 
. the garden of Eden in one: Part alltrees , all lowers, all 
Celts, all colours, all caſtes, all joys, all ſweerneſs, all 
lovelyneſs in one, O what a fair and excellenc thi 
would that be ! and yer it ſhould be leſs, to that fair an 
deareſt welbelpredChriſt , then ape drop of rain ta the 
whole ſeas, rivers, lakes, and fountains of ren thon- 
ſaudcarchs. O bur Chriſt is heavens wonder and earths 
wonder! What marvel chat his bride faith , Cant, 4.v. 
16. Heis altogether lovely? Oh that black fouls will 
ngt come , and ferchall their Jove to this fair one 1 Oif 
I could iavite and perſwade thouſands, and ren thow- 
land times icu thouland-of ,Adem's ſous ; to flock about 
my Lord Jeſus-, and to come and take heir fill of 
love! Ob pity, for evermore , .chat there ſhould 
he ſuch an one as Chriſt Jefus,. ſoboundleſs, fo bots. 
wmleſs, and ſo incomparable mn igfinitc excel lency, 20d 
ſ[weernels , and fo fewrocake him Ob? oh! ye poor, 
dry and dead ſouls , why will ye not come hither with 
your toom yoo; a > «| ſouls, to this huge, 
and fair, and and ({wees of lie, and ll all your 
room veſſels 1h that Chriſt thoald be ſo in (weed- 
neſs, and wotth, and we ſo narrow, fo pinched ſo cbb aud 
fo void of all happineſs, and yer men will cot rake him 3 
They loſetheir love miſcrably , who will oot beſtow-ix 
upon this lovely one. Alas! theſe five thouſand years, 
Adam's fools, bis waſter-heirs , have becn waſting and 
laviſhing out their Jove, and cheiraffections upon black 
lovers, and black harlors , upon birs of dead creatures, 
and broken idols , upon this and that feckiefs creature, 
aud have not broughe their love and theic hcareto jeſus. 
© pity, that fairneſs hath ſo'\few lovers! O woe, 
woe tothe fools of this world ; who run by Chriſt co 
ath:r lovers | Oh miſery , miſery, miſery, that comeli- 
nels can (carce pee three or four in a y ora 
countrey ! Oh chat there is ſo much ſpoken, and-fomuch 
written, and{o much thought of crearare-vanity , andfe 
hirle ſpoken, fo. lile wrmen , ſotinle thorghe of my 
| great 
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Fpift, 25. LuTTiaEs. "& 
great, & incomprehenſible, & never-enough- wondered 
at Lord Jeſus. Why thoold 1 vor curſe this forlorn, and 
wretched world , that ſaffereth my Lord Jeſus ro lic his 
along4 O damned fouls ! O miſkenning world ! O blind?! 
's) rly! and r ſouls: O bewitched fools! what 
aileth you mt Chriſt , that you run ſo from him ? I dare 
not challenge providence ,. that there are ſo few buyers , 
and ſo lirtle fale for ſuch av ercellcar one as Chriſt, O the 
depth, and O the Cn Lords ways, that paſs find- 
ing our, Bur oh if men would once be wile, aod no falt 
ſo m love with their own bell, as :@ pals by Chriſt , and 
miſken him ! Burt let us come near, aad fill our (elves 
with Chriſt , and lec his triendsdrink , and be drunken, 
and farisfie our hollow and deep defires with jeſus. Olr | 
come all and drink at this livipg Well ; come drink and 
hve for evermore, come drink and welcome : welcome, 
faith our faireſt Bridegroom : no man 2ecreth Chriſt with 
ill will ; no man comech- and is not welcome ; no man 
cometh aad ructh his voyage: all men ſpeak well of 
Chriſt , who have been <1, rhlly men and Angels who 
know him , will ſay more then I dow do, and thiok 
more of him then they can ſay, O if 1 were miſted and 
bewilderedin my Lords love | Ohif 1 were ferrered and 
chained ro it!O ſweer pain to be pained for a figh: of him! 
O living death CO 7 Olovely dearth to dic far 
love of feſes! Oh rhar I ſhould have a fore heart &a pained 
foul, pres. of the love of this & ther idol! woe, 
woe to t Raking of my miſcarrying heart, char oa 
and crycth woos. ip # nuns! ty. & hevoe ns 
rortared; & in ſorrow for the want of « fon's-fill of Chrift.. 
Ohtharthoo woold'ſt come near wy Beloved ! O my 
faireſt one , why ſtandeſt rhon afar ? come hither that [ 
be fatiare thy excellent love: O for an ution! 
Ofor z fellowſhip with Jeſus ! O that Ieould buy with a 
price thar lovely one, ſuppoſe helfs rorments for a while 
ageinnd I cannot believe bur Chriſt will rue pon 
his pai $, ind come and eaſe (lick hearts, whe 
figh and fwoond for the want of Chriſt: who dow bide 
love to be nice >? What heavencan there befficer 
takell; when toluſt, and grein, aud dwine, aud fall a- 
: D- 4+ ſrvroan: 


74 Mr. RuTHERAFOORD'S Epilt, 29; 
iwoon for Ckriſts love, and to want it > is not this 
hell and heaven woven thorow other > Is not this pain 
and joy , ſweetneſs and ſadneſs to be in one web, the 
one the woft , the otherthe warp 7 Therefore 1 would 
Chriſt would let ns meet , avd joyn together, the ſoul 
and Chriſt in others arms. O what meeting is like 
this, ro fee blackneſs and beauty , conternptibleneſs 
and glory highneſs and baſenels , even a' Soul and 
Chriſt kiſs one another! Nay , bur when all is doue , 
1 may be wearied in (peaking and writing ; bur O how 
far am I from the right expreſſion of Chriſt oc his love ? 
I can neither ſpeak, nor write feeling , rafting, nor 
ſmelling ; come feel, and (mell , taſte Chriſt and 
Þs love, and ye ſhall call it more than can be ſpoken : 
to write how ſweer the Honey-comb is , is pot fo 
lovely as to cat and ſuck the Honey-comb : one ai 
reſt in a bed of love with Chriſt , will ſay more t 
beart can think, or rongue can utter. Neither need we 
fear crofles , or ligh, or be ſad for any thing that is on 
this fide of heaven , if we have Chiiſt: our crofles will 
never draw blood of the joy -of the Holy Ghoſt , and 
peace of conſcience ;. our-joy is laid up 1a ſuch a high 
place, as cemptations cannot climb, up to take irdown: 
this world may boaſt Chriſt, bur they dare not ſtrikes. 
or if they ſtrike , they break their arm in fetching a 
ſtroke upon a rock. OQ that we could put our treaſure 
in Chriſt's hand, and give him or gold to keep , and our 
crown, Strive , irs to-throng thorew the thorns 
of this life ro beat Chriſt: Loſe pot fight of him in this 
cloudy and dark day: Sleep with him in your heart in. 
the night: Learn uot at the world to ſerve Chriſt , but 
alk himſelf the way; the worldis a falſe copy and aly- 
ing guide to follow, - Remember my to your Hus- 
baud; 1 with all to him I have wrictet here. The {weer 
preſence , the long-laſting good-will of our God, the 
warmly and lovely comforts of qur Lord Jelus be with 
you., Help me his Priſoncr in your prayesz For. 1 
- Iemember you. 
* « eAberd. Agult. 8. Yaurs in his ſweet Lord. 
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Epift. 30, 31: Ler'r# 34; 75 
To the Lady FORRET: 
Worthy Miſtveſs ;-' © . £ 
Race, pes and peace be ro you :- I Jong to hear 
from/you : Ihear Chriſt Kath beey that Kind asro- 

vide you with ficknes;-an& ro bring youro the door of __ 
the grave, burye tvand the doorſhut (bleſſed be bis glo< * 
rious name) while ye be riper for erermty: ble will have 
more ſervice of yoo, and therefore he ſeekech of you", 
thar henceforth ye be honeſt ro/ your new Halband, the 
Son of God. We have all Idol-tove , and ate whoriſhly 
inclined to love other things befide our Lytd ; and there- 
fore our Lord bunteth for our love , moe-ways than ane 
or two, Oh that Chriſt had his own of us: I know he: 
will not want-you ,- and that isa ſweer wilfalneſs in bis 
Love ; and ye have a#good cariſe oh theother partto be . 
head-ſtrovg and peremptory in your love io Chrilt , ands 
5 not to parr or divide your love berwixr Him aud the 
| world: if it were more, it is little caough, yea to@hc- 
S tle for Chriſt. lam! now every-wiy in good terms with: 

Chriſt ; he hath fer a baviſhed Priſoner as's (af on Þ 
heart, and as © bracelet on kis arm: rhaterabbedaod: 
3 blacktreeof the croſsy aughs upon me How : the alartn- 
ipg noiſe of the croſs is worſe then icfelf. 1 love Chriſts: 
| lewis berter then the world's worm-caten joys Oh if 
the Kingdom wereasl am , execpt theſe dands ! My- 

loſs , is gain ; my (adaefs, joytul mere liberty; my 

tears 5 comfortable. This world is not worth a drink of 
= cold water; © but Chriſt's love cafFagrgat hear : hell 
I and dll the falt'ſea and the river Of the earthy cannor- 
| quench it: I remember you :o60d ; ye have the prayers: 
MM ofa Priſoner of Chrift ; G-< » grace be with you. 
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76- Nv. RytHzgroonkD's - Epilt, za» 
La: kindnels,, but love to the Saints,, Madam » 1s 
Laid up in heaters, | Bow it is for your welbeloved 
Chriſt's ſake, that ye make his friends lo deatro you, and 
RING owchinthem; 11 am in this bovſe 
of my pilgrimage every way in good caſe ;Chrilt is mold 
__ kipd and loving to my fool ; itpicaſirh him co feaſt wich 
' his unſern contolations a ſt;anger and an cxiled. Priſoner, 
& 1 would oor exchange my Lord jeſus withall the com- 
Fercout of heaves; his yoke iscaſic, aud his burden light, 
This is his croth 1 now (after for; fot ht hath fealed i wich: 
his bleſled preſtace : | knowChriſt thall yet win the days 
aud pain the barrel in Scotland, Grace be wih you, 


«Aberd, March 7. ',  . Yourrin his facet Lord 
{ 1637. Jejut, $. R. 
ToMr. FAMES BR UC E»> 
Miniſter of che Goſpel. 


Reverend and 9welbelpved Brother, 


» Mercy and peace be ro. you > Uponthe nea-- 

reſt acquancaace , that we arc fathers childrens 1 
thought ns rye to you. My-caſe in my bonds , 
foc the hana of my royal Prigce and King Jeſus , i5 a9 
good-as becometh the wancſs of ſuch a Soveraign King. 
At my firſt coming hither ,- 1 :was-in hea vinels » 
wreſtling with challeoges , being. burdened in-heart » 
[as 1 am yet] for my Glcat Sabbarhs ,* and. for « bereſ 
people ;. young on new-born plucked from the bresfts, 
and the Childrens tilegrawn, Ithought1 was adrie 
teee caſt over the dike of he yigeyard: bot my ſecret con- 
ceptions of Ckriſts love, his ſyrect and long; deſired 
revurnto my ſos], were fovntyg beg lye of Chriſts love 
forged by the tewpte?'» apd my wayn wa and lam 
periwaded that is was {@: Now. there is geeater peace 
and ſecurity within rket before : the court is miſed and 
diſmiſſed ; for it was not fetced in God's name : 1 was 
far miſtaken , who ſhould hwc ſummoned Chriſt for 
yokindae(s, miſted faith , and tiy feyer conccived amils 
of kim; now » Bow » he is pictld, os feaſt apoor pri- 
7 Y ſoner, 
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Epilt. x5. UsTtsr sf TT 
ſoner , and to refresh me with joy unſpeakable and plo- 
rious: fo as tho holy Spigic is witneſs, chat my ſuffermgy 
are for Chriſts truth : and God forbid 1 should dery the 
teſtimony of the holy: Spirit, and make him a falſe 
wiertls, ' Now L teſtify under my- hand, out of fome 
ſmall experienc: ,. thar Chriſts cauſe [ even with the 
croſs ,] 48 better chen the Kings crown ; and that his 
reproaches are {weer , his croſs perfumed, the walls of 
—_— fair and large ,. my toffes gain. 1 d:(fire you, 
my deat Brothty ,” belp me to praile, apd remembet me. 
in your prayerte God. Grace, grace be with you, 
eAberd, March, 14. Yours in our Lore. 
637. leſus, $. K. 


To the Lady Earlſtoun.. 


MISTRESS; 


Race, andpence be toyou :: 1 Tong-ro hear 
how your foul proſpereth. 1 erhort you to go 01 

in yout journey : your day is ſhort , aud your afternoon- 
fin will ſoon go down ; make an <nd of your acconnts: 
with your Lord For Death and Judgmeur are tides ,, 
that bide no- min: ſalvation is ſuppoſed to-bear 
the door , and Chriſtianity is thought an cafie raſk , bar 


"find it hard, and che way ftcair and narrow, were it 


not that my guide is content to wait on me, and to care 
for a tired rravefler, Harr nor. your conſcience with 
any known fin :- fer your children be as ſo many fowers,. 
borrowed from God : if the Howers die or wither ,, 
thank God for aſammers-laan of them , and 


- arifhoetions;”t6 boctow and-liod” with him, et 


heart vpon kpaven, and trouble not your ſpirit with 

this clay-1dol of the world , which is but vaniry, 
hath but rhe tuſtrce of the Rain-bow inthe air, whch CO 
meth and goeth wich a flfing March-shower : Clay is 
the Idol of baſtards , nor the inhevitance of the childrens. 
oo rem harhdecn nes ” _— many unknown: 
ces langh me, and hath made me well cagtent of 
 wetew._ of wy , 8s" PRI bed : lam feaſt 
© cd! 


&.= Mr. RuTH 1k yOOR D'S _ Epiſt. 344 
cd with the joyes of the Holy Gboſt - any 2 ge King 
bears mycharges hoaourably, 1 loveche ſmell ofChciſt's 
Gwcer breath , better than, che worlds gold, 1 would I 
had help topraiſe bim, The great Meſſenger of the Co- 
venant , the Son of God eſtabliſh you on your rock, and 
Ecep you to the day of his coming. 

«Aberd: March-7: Yours in his ſweet Lord 

1637. Jeſus, 'S. R. 
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© CARLETOUN, 


Worthy and much Honpured ; 
[on » mercy and peacsbe ro you. I received your 
Lerrer from my Brother, ro the which Inow an- 
wer particularly, 1 confels rwo things of my (elf. Firſt, 
Woe, woe is me, thar Men ſhould think there is any 
thing in me: He is my witneſs before whom | am as 
ſtal, that the ſecrer houſe devils, that bear me too 
oft company , and that this fink of corruption which: I 
find wichin, makes me go with low failes: and if others 
faw what (ce, they would look by me, butnor rome. 
2.{ know this ſhower of his free grace behooved to be on, 
me , otherways I would have withered. Iknow allo ,. 
I have needof a buffeting rempter , chat grace may be 
put to exerciſe and 1 kept low. Worthy and dear Brother 
in our Lord Jeſus , I write that from my. heart which ye 
now read. Þ». lavouch that Chriſt, and ſweating , and 
Fghing under his croſs , is ſweerer-to me by far, n all- 
the Kingdoms in the world'could poſlibly be, 2. If you 
and my deareſt acquaintance in Chriſt, reap any fruit by 
my ſaffering, ler me be weighed in God's even $—amg 
if my joy be nor fulfilled: What am1 to carry the marks. 
of ſuch a grear King | But howbeit lam a fiuk and ſinful 
maſs, a wretched captive of fin ; my Ford jeſus can hew 
keaven out of worſe rimber then] am (if worſe can be.) 
3. | now rejoice with joy unſpeakable aud glorious, that I 
never purpoſed to bring Chriſt , nor the leaſt hoof or 
Hair-breadrh of truth under cryſting : I defired to have 
and keep Chriſt all alone , and char he ſhould never rub 
clothes with hat black-ſkin'd harlot of Rome, Iam york 
J 
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pilt, "54. ExTtTzERES, 7? 
folly payed home', ſo that nothing aileth me' for t 
elite: but love fickne(s for a real poſſeſſion of my 
Liceſt welbdoved. 1 would give him my bond under 
my faich and hand, to friſt keaven an hundred » 
lenger, ſo being he would lay his holy face to my ſome- 
times wer + Oh, who would nor picy me , ro 
know how fain 1 wonld have the King ſhaking the tree 
of life wipon me: or letting me in to the Well of life 
with my old diſh, char I might be druaken with the 
Fountain, here ;.in rhe houſe of my pilgrimage! 1 
cannot ; nay I would not, be quit of Chriſt's love, 
He hath left the mark behind him where he gripped: 
He goeth away , and kaveth me-4nd his burning love 


ro wreſtle her , and 1 can ſcarce win my meat of 
his love e ot abſence: My Lord giveth me bye 
in- 


huogry half-kiffes , which ſerve to pain and 
nieafs huager ; but do nor (atisfie my defires: His ditt- 
ing of my Soul for chis race maketh me lean, I have 

ten the waile and choice of Chriſts croſles , even the tithe 
and the flower of the gold of all crofles, to bear wit- 
neſs to the truth ;, and hercin find | liberty, joy , ac- 
ceſs, life, comtort , love, faith, ſubmiſhon, parience 
and reſolution to rake delight in- on-waiting : and with- 
all in my race he hath comencar me, andct me ſer the 
gold and crown: What chen want L- bur fruition and 
real enjoymenc,; which is reſerved ro my country? Ler no 
man thiok he ſhall loſe ar Chriſts bands ia ſuffering for 
him. 4.For theſe preſear trials, they are moſt dangerous: 
for people ſhall be ſtolen off their feet with well waſhen, 
and white- (kin'd pretence of indifferency; bar ir is the 
power of the great «Antichriſt working in this Land. 
Woe, woc,woe beto Apoſtat Scotland :- there is wrath, 
and a cup of the red/wine of the wrath of God Almigh- 
ty Jorhe Lords hand , that they (hall drink, and ſpuc,and 
fall, and not riſe again. The ſtar, called Hormwood and 
Gall, is fallen in the Fountains and Rivers , and bath 
made them biner:: che ſword of the Lord is foaurbi 
ed againſt the Idol-ſhepherds of the land : Women lf 
bleſs the barren womb and miſcarrying breaſts ; al 
heacrs (hall be faint , and all knees (ſhall rremble: ar 
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cad is comiag : the leopard and the hon ſhall warchover 
our Citics:houles and fair {hall be deſolace without an 
inhabicanc: the hath (aid, Prey not for this people, for 
#1 bavetaken my peace from them : yet che Lord's third. pact 
ſhall comet the fire , as refined gold for the wtrca- 
ſure of the Lord » and the out-caſts ot Scotiand {hall be 
| aq again, and the wilderneſs (hall bloſ- 
om as the fowec , and bud and grow as the roſe of 
Sharon; and great {hall be the glory of the Lord upon 
Scotland, 5.1 am hereallaulred with the learned and preg 
nant wits of this Kingdom ; but all honour be to my 
Lord , truth bac langheth at bemiſted and bliaded 
Scribes , aad diſpurers of this workd ; and Gods wiſ- 
dom coutoundcth them , and Chriſt triumpheth iu his 
owa (lrongeruth , thatſpeaketh for ic ſelf. 6. 1doubt 
not but my Lotd is preparing me for heavier tryals : lam 
molt ready at the os | 
ſtrength ot his grace, for any thinghe ſhall be picaſed to 
call me to ; he 


this, and1 hall fear no fleſh. I know 
thar my Maſtcs will win the day,& that he hath taken the 
orderiwg of my Gfterimgy in is own hand, 7. As for 
my deliverance , that miſcarrieth< 1 am here, by wy 
Lords grace, to lay my hand on my mouth, to be 
Glent and wait on: my Lord Jeſas is ou his Journey for 
my delivraaces 1 will nor that he runneth nor 
fo taſt as | would bave him : aicing rill ch- ſwelitng 
rivers fall , and till my Lord atiſe as a mighty man atrer 
ſrrong wine, thall be my beſt: 1 hare not ye: refilted 10 
blood, 8, O how often am Laid in the duſt, «nd ur- 
ged by the tempeer [who can ride his own errands upon 
our lying apprehentons, ] to fin againſt the unchingea- 
ble love of my Lord. Waen chick vpon the {parrows, 
and {wallows that beild their neſt in theKirk of eAnwoth, 
ahd of my dumb Sabbaths, my (orrowtul bleiredeyrs 
jook ay upon Chriſt , and -pretoin him asavgry- 
But in thidttial , all honour wo our pruncely , and royal 


King, 


ALI TY TEES. 


bl 
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King , Rh (oh fair beforethe wind, with top-fail 
ups agd the poor paſlenger through, I lay whibis 
tons upon my thoughts, that they receive no flanders of 
my only, only Bcloved : let him eved ſay our of his own 
mouth » Theres xo bope , yer I will die 1 that ſweer by- 
gait wot fo: 1. rhall ſee the Salvation of God. Let mie 

deceived really , and never winto dry land, .itismy 
joy 0 believe nad the water ,. and to die with fauch ig 
my hand gripping Chriſt ; let my conceprions of Chriſts 
love, go 49. the grave with me andto tell with me, 1 
may not, 1 dare ao quitethem, I hope ro keep Chriſts 
pawa: if be acres coine t@ Joole it , lechim tee to bus 
owapromſe,. 1 know, Preſumption , howbcit it be 
made ot (townels , willoot thus be wilful in heavie trials, 
Naw , my deareft an Chriſt , the great melicnger of the 
Corcoant , the only wiſe and alluficient Jeboveb iftan 
bligh you-4@ the tad. 1 hear the Lord hath been at your 
houſe, avd bath called home your wite to ber reſt. 1 


- know, Siry yeleethe Lord lookag the pins of your taber- 


nacle, and wooing your lovg irom this plaiſtercd aud 
oret-gilded world; and calling upon you , to be making 
your 1clt ready to goio your fathers countrey , which 
tha{l be «ſweet fraut of that vidication, Ye know , to ſend 
the Comforter was a Kings word when he aſccaded on 
high: ye have claim to , andiacerclt in thac promile. 
Remembet my love ia Chriſt co your father: (hew_ him » 
it is late and black night with him 5 Lis long lying at the 
water fide, is, that he may look his papersere he take 
ſkipping , andbe at a point ſor his laſt anſwer before his 
J andLord. All love, all mercy, all grace , and 
peace , all multiplied ſaving confolations , all joy and 
faith in Chriſt, all ſtability and coufirmiag ſtrengib of 
ace , and the good-will of him that dwelt in the buſh 
with you. 


eAberd, 1 5, June, Your un worthy brother in bus 
2647. fweat Lord Jeſus, S. KR. 
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7. MARION McKNAUGHT. 


IWarthy and deareſt inthe Lord ; 


Ererloved, ( fince Iknew you ,) that little vineyard of 

the Lord's plagring in Gallowey; But now much more,. 
fiace I have heard that he , who hath his fire in Zionand 
his farnace in [erzſalem, hatch been pleaſed ro (et up a 
furnace amongſt yoa-, with the firſt in this Kingdom : 
He who makes old things new,ſceing Scotlandan ald drol- 
fic and ruſted Kirk, is beginning to make a newclcan 
bride ofher, and to bring a yourg: chalt wife to himſelf 
ourofthe fire. This fice (hall be queached; ſo ſoon as 
Chriſts hath brought a clean ſpouſe chorovy the fire : 
Therefore , my dearly beloved in the Lord, fear not a 
worm: Fear not worm lacob: Chriſt is in'thatplea, and 


hold- ye priſoners of kope, ye doves flec intro 
windows, tl} the-indignation be over; 
bepaſt : Glorifte- the Lord in your ſufferings 
his banner of love and ſpread over you 4} others will fol- 
low you, if they ſee you ſtrong 1nthe Lordy their cou- 
rage thall cake life from your Chriſtian carriage: look up 
and ſee who is coming , life up your head, be is com- 
ng to fave, in ts died iv blood, gry in 
atneſs of bis h. 1laugh, 1 ſmile, 1 tcap 
hoe Joy) ” lee een to lave you fo quick- 
ly: Ofuch wide ſteps as Chriſt taketh1 -Threeor four 
hills are bur a ſtep to him ; be skippeth over the mountains : 
Chriſt hack ſer a bartel berwixt his r weak tains 
and his enemies; he waileth che weapons for both par- 
ties , and ſaich-to che enemies, Take you 2 (word: of 
ſteel, Law, Authority , Partiaments , and Kings-upon 
F = fide, char is your armour: and he faith ro his 
Taints, Igive you a feckleſs tree-ſword in your hand , 
and thats ſaffeciog,, xeceiving of ſtrokes z.. ſpoiling of 
ow | your 


doors about you: In,. in with ſpeed oy ops 
s 


= 
& un# 
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your , and with your tree- ſword ye mal gens 


- gainthe Vi | che 
Nos of dep diag, and grees os? we 
grear p- 


Chriſt, whois your head, hath win through with 
life, howbcitnoc with a whole ſkin. Yeare Chriſt's 
members, and he is drawing his members thorow the 
thoruy hedge up to heaven after him ; Chriſt one day 
will ot have ſo much as a pained toe; bur there are 
great pieces, and portions of Chiiſt's myſrial body, 
not yer within the gates ofthe great high city , the new 
Jeruſalem , and the dragon will {trike at Chit, fo long 
as there is one bit or member of Chriſt's body out of 
heaven, Itcll you, Chriſt will make new work out of 
old tote-caſten Scotland, and gather the old broker boards 
of his tabervacle, and pin them , and (nail them together; 
our bills and ſupplicatioas arc up in heaven , Chriſt hatch 
coffers full of them:there is mercy on the other fide of this 
croſs ; a good anſwer toall our bills is agreed upon : 
I muſt tell you what lovely Jeſus, fair Jeſus , King Je- 
ſus hath done to my ſoul : ſometimes he ſcnderh me our 
a ſtanding drink, and whiſper&h a word thorow the wall; 
and I am well content ef kinduefs as the ſecond hand ; 
his bode is ever welcome rome , be whaz it wil : bue 
at other times he will be meſſepger himſelf, and I get 
the cup of ſalvation out of his own hand ,- ( he drivkiag 
to me ) and we cannot reſt till we be in others arms: 
and O how ſweetis afreſh kiſs {rom his holy mouth ; 
his breathivg , thar before a kiſs upon my poor 
foul, is {weet, hath no fault, bur that it is toe 
thort: lam carelefs,” aud ſtand not much on this, 
howbeir loins, and back, and ſhoulders , and head rive 
in pieces , inſteping up ro my fathers houſe, 1 know my 
Lord can make long, and broad, and high, _— 
to his name , our of this birt feckle(s body ; for Chn 
looketh not what ſtuff he maketh glory our of: Ay dearly 
beloved, ye have oken refreſhed me, but that is put up 
inmyy '$ ACCOUNTS; ye bave him debter for me ; bur 
if ye will do any js hg me (as Iknow ye will) now in 
mY. exrremity , cell all my dear friends, that a priſoner 
wicuercd, and chaincd in Chriſt's loye; Lord _—_ 
' t 
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the ferters: and ye and they rog-cher take my hearrieſts 
commendations ro my Lord mu , and thank him for a 
friend:1 defire your ha ro read this leiter, 1 fend 
_ a mNuers _ : 2 - do to him ft wa 
willing to ſaufter for my dear er, ſuff ing is t 0- 
feſſors old garment: there ſhall be no Wes on Chili's 
fideof it. Ye have been witnefles of much joy betwirt 
Chriſt avd me at communion- feafts , the remembrance 
whereof (howbcit 1 be feaſted in ſecret)holleth my heare; 
fos 1 am put from the board-head & the kings firſt meſs 
to his by-board, & his broken meat is ſweet unto me: 1 
thank my Lord tor borrowed crumbs , no lefs then when 
I was feaſted at the communion-table in ,Anwoth and 
Kirkeudbright, Pray that 1 may get one day of Chriſt in 
publick, as 1 have had hep 4. , before my cyes be 
cloſed, Oh that my Maſter would take up houſe again , 
and lend methe keys of his wine-cellar again , an 
ſead me bevel drink till then, Remember my love to 
Chriſt's cipſmen with you: 1 pray for Chriſt's farher's 
bleffing to thera all. Grace be with you: a priſoners bleſ- 
fing be with you : 1 write ir, and vide b it, God ſhall be 
| vp in Marion McKnewpht, when this frormy blaſt 
all be over, O woman beloved of God, believe , rejpyce , 
be ſtrong im the Lord , Grace is thy portioo, 
eAberd. 15. June. Your brother in his ſweet Lord 
16 37- Jeſus, S.R. 


To JOHN GORDON, 
| At Rifco is Galloway. 
Ay worthy ana dear Brother ; 
I{pend not your ſhort ſand-glaſs which runs 
M A. Rk rome Lord in time: ter nec 
qt orgs erm res a promiſe to God, by 


grace to take a new coarſe of walking with God : 
Heaven is not ar the next door: 1 fad it hardto bes 


— 


_ Chriſtian ; there is no liccle thruſting and CR 


thruſt in at heavens gares , itisa caſtie raken by force 


» thall ſiyive to enter in and thall not be able, 1 _ 


SFO PEFEFEOSE PEST AER ERC PEOUVERBES 


—_ 
—- 
- 


[ .I7F 


jd 


ofir, Aryoage wy —- | 

bla NY K-tb ourart the windows of the clay-houſe , ready to 

pes leap oor into eternity , .what would ye then give fora 

?J©» ff hampfull ofoyl? Obſcek it now , I defireyou , tocor- 

Lord TR nt deadly, ſwearing , Hyiog » drivking » 

fabbarh-breaking and idle ſpending of the Lords day » 

in abſcace from che Kirk , as far @ your Authority 

" I reacherh in that Pariſh, 1 hear aman isto be thruſtin 

w thar place, to the which I have God's right : 1 know 

ye ſhould have a voice by God's word in that, A#. t+ 

If 16. to the end, and .AFf.6. 1454. Ye would be 

loath that any Prelat (honld pur you our of your pofſeſ- 

s very If fon earthly, and thisis your right. Whari write to you, 
ain of © Imvritecoyourwife. Grace be withyou. 


{, by Abird. March. 14, Your loving Pa- 
God: 1639, flor,S. R. 
to be ”" 


TotheZadjy AALHILL. 
Far and Chriſtian Lady , Grace, nd peace be 
D wyoa.l longed wdta witcio your Luhurno 
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the Lord offering a fic occaſion, 1 would not omir ro do 
it: Icannorbur acquaint your Ls: with the kind dealing 
of Chriſt te my ſoul in this houſe of my pilgrimage , thar 
your Ls: ne lee eCitaaadanien called : For, 
at my firſt entry into this trial ( beiog caſten down and 
troubled with x manner jealoubies of his love, whoſe 
name and reſtimony Lnow bear in-my bonds ) I feared 
nothiag more, then that 1 was caſten over the dike of the 
vincyard, as a dry tree ; but bleſſed be his great name, 
the oy 66>" in the fire and was not burot , bis dew 
came down and quickned the root of a withered plant; & 
now he is come agaia with joy , and hath been pleaſed to 
teaſt his exiled and afflicted priſoner with the joy ofthis 
conſolations : aow I w "Ju am not ſad, I am chaſt- 
ned, bur I dic not; I have loſs, but 1 want _ : this 
water cannot drown me,this fire cannot bura me, becauſe 
of the good will of him that dwelt in the bush. T he worlt 
things of Chriſt , his ceproaches, his creſs, 1s better 
theo Egypt's treaſures. He hath opened his door , and 


Chriſt were there : I would not gire nore ge my 
bonds for the Prelazs velyets; nor my priſon for cheir 
coaches; nor my for all the world's laoghter :. this 
266 pn » bas no greatcourt in my foal: Chriſt 
harh coine ,. and run away to heaven with my heartand 
my love , {o-that neicher heart noc love is minc: 1 pray 
God, Chriſt may keep both without reverſion, ln wy 


eltimatioa , as 1 am now dil , if my partof this. 


world's clay were rooped and fold; 1 would think ir dear 
of a drink of water. 1 ſee Chriſt's loye is{o Kingly, that 
it will aot abide amarrow; it muſt have achrone;all alone 


in the ſoul : and Þ ſee apples beguile bairns, howbeit | 


they be worm-caten: moch-caten pleaſures of this 
prelent world makebairns believe tenis a hundred; and 
; ws all thar are here arebur ſhaddows: ifthey would draw 

the cartain that is hanged berwixt them and Chriſt, 
ſhould chiak. themſelves fools, who have ſo 


% 
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milkend che Son af God. I ſcek no more, next to hea- 
yen, but that he may be glorified in a priſoger of Chriſt ; 
and thac in my behalf mavy would praiſe his high and 

lorious name > Who heareth the fighiog of the priſoner. 
| Ste my ſervice ro the Laird your huſband, and to 

our ſon my acquaintance: 1 with Chriſt had his young 
ove, aud that zothe morning he would ſtart to the gaie, 
to ſeek thac which this world knoweth not,and theretore 
doth not ſeek ic: The grace our Lotd Jeſus Chriſt be 
with you, 


eAberd, March, 1 4. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Jeſus, S. R. 


To the right bonourable , my Lord 
| hs 0 8 5” Ob 


Right honourable aud my very good Lord ; 
'Race ,” mercy and peace be to your Lo: Pardon m 
boldneſs 4 fours, pa ſelf royour Lo: ar this pl 
needful a time , when your wearicdaud fricndleſs mother - 
kirkis looking round abour her , to ſee ifany of her ſons 
doth really bemoan her deſolation: Therefore , my 
dear and worthy Lord , 1beſceth you in the bowels of 
Chriſt , pity that w:dow-like ſiſter and ſpouſe of Chriſt. I 
know, her huſband is not dead ; bur he ſcemerh to be in 
another country , and (cerh well, and beboldeth who are 
his crue and tender- hearted friends, who dare venture un- 
der the water to bring out to dry land ſinking truth , and 
who ofthe Nobles will caſt up their arm, to wa:dea 


' blow oft the crowned head of our Royal Law-giver, who 


rei in Zion, who will plead and contend tor laceb, 
inthe day of bis controverſie. It is now time, my worthy 
and noble Lord, for you , who are the little wy/e- fathers 
( under our Soveraign Prince) to put on courage for the 
Lord Jeſus, andto rake up a fallen orphan, ſpeaking our 
ot the duſt, & ro embrace in your arms Chriſt's Bride : he 
hath no more in Scotland that is the delight of his eyes, but 
that one little fiſter, whoſe breaſts were once well taſhion- 
ed ; She once rayithed her welbcloved with her eyes, 
and 
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and overcatne him with her bcauty ; She looked 

the morning, fdir as the moon, clear as the ſun , terrible as an 
with bamers ; Her ſtature was like the palm-tree, and 


his galleries , Cant. 4. 9.and 6. 10.and 7. 5, 7. But 


dim , and our white Nazarites are become black as the coal. 
err who will come out & help Chriſt agai 
che mighty : The :shickds of the carth and the N are 
debters to Chriſt for their hogour, and [hould briag theic 
lory and honour to the new Jeruſalem, Rev. 21. 24. 
las ! that great men ſhould be ſo far from gem 


when Chriſt is 0g horſeback, & that every n 
name ww aKing, is a load hke a mownrain of 
iron ; and therefore lay » This man hall not reign 


over us , we muſt have another King rhen Chriſt in his 


crernity » - 

ment, andjche oning will be upon us in th 
inckling of an eye: The blaſt of che laſt crumper, now 

| down all .Atts of Parliament , all 

_the dererminations of pretended inſt Chriſt 
our Law giver: There will be ſhortly a proclamation 
by one ſtanding in the clouds , that time 5baf be no more , 
aud chat court with Kings of clay _ 
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and priſons, confivements , forfertures of Nobles, 
wrath of Kings , hataid of lands , houſes , ard name 
for Chriſt, ſhall be vo more. This world's {j wag 
of time is drawn now wo I ches kaif nin, to 
the point of the evening of the day , ofthis old and gray- 
haired world: And therefore be &xedaud faſt for Chriſt 
and his cruch for atime ; and feas por him , whoſe life 
gocih out at his volt:ils, who (hall dieasa man, Iam 
per{waded Chriſt is ref » and law- biding , io make 
recompeuce tor any thang that is hazarded or grven out 
for him : loſſes for Chi nodes oa. ayer” wait 
in bavk w Chriſts hand. Kiags carthly ace well-favour- 
ed litle clay-gods and time's-i1dols, bu a light of our 1n- 
vikble King thball decry and darken all the glory of this 
world, Atthedayof Chtiſt, rruch ſhall be truck, and 
not reaſon. Alas! irispitifol, that Hence, whenthe 
tharch of our Lord's Louſe hath take fice, is vow the 
flower and the bloom of court and ſtate- wiſdom ; And 


eo caſt 4 covering over a profeſſion , (asific blash- 
ed x (git) flonin 6 cy and ſure way through 
this like: But the ways lam perſwaded , is, is 
tiazand win wich Chriſt, and to hazard faicly for him ; 
for :caven is but a company of Noble vencucers forChrilt. 
1 dare hazacd amy foul, Chriſt (hall grow green and 
bloſſom as the ro/e of Sharon yet in Scotland ; howbeic 
now his leaf ſeermeth ro wither, and his root ro dry up. 
Your noble Anceſtor; have been incolled the 
worthies of this nation , as the (ute friends of the bride- 
groom , andvaliant for Chiiſt : Lhope, ye will follow 
09 > t@cametethe ſtreers for the ſame Lord ; ihe world 
is ill at yea and ney with Chriſt: it ſhall be your glory , 
and the fure foundation of your houſe (now when hou- 
ſes are tumbling down , and birds building their neſts , 
and thorns and briers are growing up , where Nobles 
did a table) if you cngage your eſtate anvuoniliey 
for this noble Ling Jeſus , with whom the crea 
Powers ofthe world are ſtill in tops : all the world (hall 
fali before him , and (as God liveth) every arm lifted 
up to take thecrown ofthis royal head, ort 

to hold it upon his head , be broken from the 
ihoulder 
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ſhoulder blad : rhe eyes that behold Chriſt weep 1D ſack- 
cloth , and wallow in his blood, and will nor help , 
evcu theſe eycs ſhall rot away in their eye-holes. Oif 
ye , andthe Nobles of this land, ſaw the beauty of thar 
worlds wonder , Jeſas out King , and the glory of him, 
who is Angels wonder, and heavens wonder for excellen- 
cy ! Oh what would men count of clay-cſtates, oftime - 
catcn life, ofworm-caten and moth-caren worldly glo- 
ry, in compariſon of that faireſt , faireſt of Gods crea- 
10a , the Son of the Farher's deli I hare but ſmall 
experience of ſuffering tor hm ; bar let my j and 
witneſs ia heaven lay my ſoul in the ballance of Juſtice, 
ifI find not a q2ms. rr , and alittle Paradiſe of glo- 
rious comforts , and ſoul-delighting love-kiſles of Chriſt, 
here beneath the moon, in ſuffering for him and his 
erath : and that glory > joy , and pPEacc ,and fice of love, 
I thought had been kept while ſaper-time, when we (hall 
get leilureto feaſt our fill upon Chriſt; Thave feltirin 
lorious beginnings, in my bonds for this princely Lord 
us. Oh! itismy ſorrow, my daily pain, that men 
will aot comeand ſe; I would now be aſbamed to be- 
lieve, that ir hould JH for any foul ro thiok , 
that he could be a loſer-for Chriſt , ſuppoſe he ſhould 
tend Chriſt the Loydrhip of Lindſay , or ſome —— 
worldly eſtate. Therefore niy worthy and Dear Lord , fer 
your face againſt the oppoſites of jeſas,&ler your ſon! take 
courage to come tinder his banner , to appar as his ſonl- 
dier for him , and the bleſſings of a falling Kirk, the pra- 
yers of the priſoners e > who wait for Zions joy, and 
the good will of bim that dwelt in the bush , and it burned nor, 
ſhall be with you, To his ſavipg Grace I recommend 
yas Lo: andyour Houſe , and am ſtill Chriſt's priſoner, 
an 


Aberd. Sep, 7. Your Lo: 


1637. ſweet Lord Jeſus, S.R, 


ved Servant in his 


BY POCO AGCP ADD» 5 on. 


Doe 224k, 
To my Lord B-O.T D. 


My very honourable and good Lord 


(37 metcy and peace be. to you : Iam glad: 
hear chat ye, ww the morning of your thorgday , 
miad Chriſt, and that ye loye the honour of his crown 
aud Kingdom, Llbelcech your Lo: begin now to frame 
your Jove , and.to caſt it in no mould but one , that i; 
may be for Chriſt only | For when your ſove is now in 
the framing , and making , it will cake beſt wich Chciſt; 
ifavy acher ogp yeſus ecapripofic, whenitis green 
and young , Chrilt will be an unconth and ftrapge world 
to. you, Promiſe the lodging of your foul rſt away io 
Chriſt ; and ſtand; by your ficltcoMoant , and keep to 
Jefus, . that he may bud you houclt, Ic is cafic. ro ma- 
ſteran arrow, and ro ſet right ,ere the ſtring be drawh,, 
but/when onceit is ſhetand 10 che air; and the flight be- 
gun, then ye have ho power at all wo command it: It 
were a bleſledching if your love cauld gow Freb only ar 
Chriſt, chat his fair face were the black of che matke ye 
ſhorat ; For when your Jove is Joofed ,_ and ow of your 
ips » and, in _its, motion co fetch homme ap 1dol , and 
as a whorſhgadng. joutpeygio ſcek an yuokoown 
and ſtrange Joyer , ye [ball nor then haye powers call 
home the acrow , or the maſter of your love; and ye 
ſhall hardly give Chcift ,, what ye ſcarcely have your (elf. 
I ſpeak nor * » 4s if youth ic ſelf could&tch heaven and 
Ch:iſt. . Believe it , my Lord, Itis hardly credible, whar 
a neſt of dangerous rtentations youth is , how inconſide- 
rat, fooliſh, proud, yain , heady ,. raſh, profane , & 
careleſs of God, this piece of your hfe is; {o har the devil 
findethin that age a garvished and ſwept houſe for him- 
ſelf, and ſeven devils worſe then himfclf; for then 
affections are on harſe-back, lofty and ſtirripg; then the 
old man hath blood, luſt, much will, and. little wir , 
and hands , feet , wanton eyes, profanc cars, as his ſer- 
yams ,and as a Kings officers at command, to come & ga 
at his will : then a green conſcience is as ſouplees the twig 
of a young tree 1 it 1s for y way » erery religion, wy 
' wd 
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Oba, 


lewd courſe prevaileth with it ; And therefore, 
({weet c pro wo , what a glorious yoke are youth and Grace, 
Chriſt and a young man ! This is a meetibg norto be 
eas: in every town, None , who have beco at Chiiſt, 
to your Lot a anſwerable to his 
wei c Chriſt cannot be ſpoktn bf, or cotnmended 
gccordin to ky worth z; Come and ſee is the moſt fairh- 
full meſſenger to ſpeak of him , link perſovaſion would 
prevailwhere this were; It igirm I& io the ſerting 
ouc of Chriſt's love, tolie , 'and paſs over rrith's line : 
The diſcoutles of Angels , 6r Love-books wricren by 


andy, 2 wa of Seraphim [ all their wits being con- 


joy Tu HO in one ] _ + = 1h bm 
nerhet r lentifu t 
as it is, The infaligel* the wn irene that hs 


meet excel]ency that is in Jeſus, is 4 go. 

God ſcyd me, if were but the clieque nd le 

vings, of ah oubce weight or two matchlefs 

wo -—_— pole I 0n.gh $6 el heaven , we. 
ed fire were erermore burning 


Rs forever. Ee Bib thew , > 


vr ive out Your wiſely for bread : Come here 
lo your love, - 1 have cauſe 'ro ſpeak chis, 
Fre xjop nd poſſes Chriſt, ye will be a 
perl "ren to pouſe; For ir is fore ro Rs huſ- 
band thar kodock ro the wife. 1dare ſwear, 
-it wete a et  twyour Houſe, the honour of your 
, the | of your Credit how in your 
place , ud 35 far as ye ate able, to lend ne bars 
ro your Mother ," even | oppre Lara 
NE Nb wh. If bote "Amp Ps” beſtir yo 
for ker, wager a dB Lp of te Boyd for e the 


watchmen *' 


ren. a) of her vail, 
Have rakeo from, her , ] then ry Var her her Motband will 
ſcorn ro ſleep in your common or reverence: Bits of 
Lordships afe licele to him , who hath many crowns 
on his aud rhe K ms of rhe world in 
the hollow of bis havd. Court, Honour , Glory , 
© Riches od Aphonard ; Favour of Princes are all 
, "© whar glory were is to lend your 
| bonour 


| 
| 


: 
: 
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honour ro-Chriſt ; and to Nis leruſalem, Yeare one of 


Ziows botuſons: yourHonourable and Chriſtian Varenrs 
would yeoture you upon Chriſt's errands: Therefore 
I beſcech you by- the metcies of God, by che death 
and wounds ot Jeſus, by the hope of your glorious 
laherirance, and by the comforc and hope of the 
joyful preſence , ye would have at the warer' fide , 
ye ate putting your foot in the dark grave, 
take coarage for Chriſt's truth, and the Honour of 
his free Kingdom ; for howbeit ye be a young flower 
and green beforethe ſun , ye know not how ſoon death 
will cauſe you caſt your bloom, and wither roar and 
branch and leaves : And therefore writeup what ye have 
to do for Chriſt, and make a treaſure of good works, and 
begin in rime : by appearance ye have the advancage of 
the brace; ſee what ye can do for Chriſt againſt thoſe, 
who are waiting while Chriſt's Tabernacle fall, that 
= may run away with the boards thereof , and 
baild their neſts on Zion's ruins: They are blind 
who fee nor lowns how pulling up the ſtakes, and 
breaking the cords, and renting the cartaios of Chriſt's 
( m—_ ) beauriful To = _= land. Antichriſt 
litcing that rent ap 1s ſhoulders, and going aw 
wa end when Cheiſeand the Goſpel are = Sw 
land, dream not that your houſes ſhall thrive, and thar 
it ſhall go well with che Nobles of the land. As the Lord 
liveth , the ſtreams of your waters (hall becomepirch , 
and the duſt of your land brimſtome, and your land 
ſhall become barnivg pitch, and the Owl and the 
Raven ſhall dwell in your houſes, and where your 
able ſtood, there thall grow briers, and pettles ; 
Iſs. 34. 9, 11. The Lord gave Chriſt and his Goſpel 
as a pawn to Scotland, the watchmen hare fallen fl, 
and loft rheir part of the pawn ; and who ſeth wor , 
that God hath dryed up their right eye, and their righe 
arm, ad hath broken the ſhepherds ſtaves , and men 
ace reading in their hearts upon ſuch ooſavoury ſal, thar 
Y'is good for nothingelſe. 1f ye th: Nobles pur a | 
pawn alſo, and refufe to plead the controverfie of 
with the profeſſedencmics _—_ » ye hare done with ir, 
3 | Oh 
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Oh where is the courag* and zeal now of the ancievt No- | 
bles of this land, who with their (words,& hazard of life, 
hoaour & boules brought Chriſt ro our hands ? And now 
the Noblescannor be but gui'ty of ſhouldering ourChriſt, 
& murthering of rhe ſouls of the poſteriry, if chey ſhall 
hide themſelves , & lurk in the lee fide of the hill, rill the 
rind blow down the templeof God. It goerhnow un- 
der the name of wiſdom , for men to caſt their cloak 
over Chriſt and their profeſſion, as if Chriſt were ſtolen 
goods , and durſt not be avoached: thoug% this be repu- 
ted a piece of policy ; yer Godeſtremerh ſuch men to be 
bur State-fools and Court gooks , whar ever they , or other 
Heads of wir like to them , think of themſcives, fince 
their damnable filcnce, is the 1gin of Chriſt's Kingdom. 
O but it be true honour and glory , to be the faſt friends 
of the bridegroom , and to own Chriſt's bleeding head, 
and his {orfaken cauſe; and ro contend legally, andin the 
wiſdom of God, for our ſweet Lord Jeſus, and his Kingly 
crows. Butl will believe your Lo: will rake Chriſt's 4 - 
noar to heart, and be a man inthe ſtreets (as the Prophet 
{peaketh) tor the Lord and his rrurh, To his richgrace & 


ſweet preſence, and the everlaſting conſolation of the | 
promiled comforter I recommend your Lo: andam 
eAb,Sept.7.163z7. Your Lo: in his ſweet Lord leſus,S.R. | 


To my Lady Boyd. 
My Very Honourable and Chriſtian Lady. 


Race, mercy and peace be to you : I received 
your letter , and am well pleaſed , that your 
thoughcs of Chriſt ſtay with you , apd that your pur-, 
oſe all is, by all means , to take the Kingdom of } 
haags by Violence , which is no ſmall conqueſt ; 
a is a, degree of warchfulneſs and thankful- 
neſs alſo , to obſerve fleepineſs and nothankfulpeſs: 
we have all good cauſe rocomplaio of falſe light , that 
playeth che thicf , and ſtealeth away the lantern, whea it | 
cometh ro tae practice of conſtant walking with God: our 
I is ten times a day broken inten pieces : Chriſh | 


getreth bur onely broken aud halfed and rired work of us, 
and 


% 
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and alas!tgo often againſt ehe hair, I have been fomewha 
nearer the bridegroom ; but when 1 draw nigh, and [ce 


ow WM my vileneſs, for ſhame 1 would be out of his preſence 
riſt, 'YF again; bur yet defire of his fout-refreſhing love, purteth 
hall WW bluſhing-me underan arreſt. O whatam 1, ſo loathſom 


[the a burden of fin; *ro ſtand befide ſuch a beautiful and ho!y 
un- Lorg, ſochan high aud lofty one , who inhabiteth ereryi= 
oak IWF ty?bur finceir pleaſethChrilt to condeſcend to ſuch an one 


olea as'me;, ler ſhamefaſtneſs be laid afide,and loſc it ſelf in his 
epu- condeſcendingiove. 1 would heartily be content ro keep 
o be a corner of che Kings hall: Oh if 1 were at the yonder 
cher end of my weak defires : then ſhould 1 be where Chriſt 
ince my Lord, and lover , lives and reigns; there 1 ſhonld 
om. i be cverlaſtingly- ſolaced with the fizhre of his face, 
ends and farisfied with the ſurpaſſing tweerneſs of bis 


cad, marchleſs love : But eruly now 1 ſtand in the nether fide 
the of my defircs, & with a drowping head,& panting heare,T 
ngly | look up to fair Jeſus, ſtanding afar off from us, while 
- corruption & death ſhall ſcour & refine the body of clay, 
& rotourt the bones of the old man of fin: lo- the mean 
'rime, we are bleſſed in ſending word to the beloved ; thar 
we loveto love him , and till then chere is joy in wooing} 
biriog,lyMg about his houſe,looking in at the windows, 
& ſc @ poor fouls groans and wilhes thorow a hole 
ofthe door to Jeſus , till God ſend a glad meeting: And 
bleſſed be God , that after a low-ebbe , and lo (ad a 
word, Lordleſus it is long ſince I ſaw thee,that even then,our 
wings are prowing, and the ab({cuce of (weet Jeſu breed- 


rived etha new fleece of defires and longings for kim: 1 know 
your no man hath a velvet croſs ; bur tt:ecrols is made of that 
par-, which God will have it, Bur verily, howbeic it be no war- 
m of | rantable marker, to buy a crol(s; yer I dare not lay, O 


eſt ; thacThad liberty to fel{ Chriſts croſs , leſt therewith alto 
cful- I ſhould ſell joy , comfort , ſenſe of love, patienceand 
nels: the kind viſits of a bridegroom : And therefore bleſſed be: 
God, we get crofſes unbought and good cheap.Sure I arm, 
it were bertet to buy croſles for Chriſt , then to (ell them; 
: our (i howbeit neither beallowedto us : And for Chriſt's joy- 
hriſs i ful coming & going , which your La: ſpeaketh of, I bear 
ff us, with it, as love can permit: it ſhould be cnaoughto me, if I 
and E. 3 WCie- 


—_ 
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were wile , that Chriſt will have joy and ſorrow halfers 
of the life of the ſaints; andthar cach of chem ſhould have 


a ſhare of oar dayes, asthe night and the day are kind- * 


iy pocrmerngge halfers of Time, and take it up betwixt 


recempenſe all our ſad hours. Let my Lord Jeſus 
{ fiace he will do {o ) weave my bit and Kat. + of 
time , with whiteand black, well and woe, with the 
_—_— coming and his {ad departure, as warp and 
woot in one web; and ler the roſe be nei red 
with the thora, yet hope ( that maketh nor albamed, ) 
hath written a lecter and lines of hope tothe mourners 
is Zion, thatit ſhall not. be long ſo: when we are 
ever the watet , Chriſt (hall cry down croſles, and up 
heaven for evermore, and down hell and down death, 


and down fin, and down ſorrow ; ny fb 


life , up joy for erxcrmore: In this hope , 


Ti Chrilt's boſome, while he come, who is nar © 


k ; and would fleepſo, wereit not , that the noiſe 


of the devil , and Sin's fret , and the cryces ofan pabclieve- | 

ing heart awaken me; bur for the preſeat, Ihave vq- © 

pg php Loney Chriſt's croſs. Oh if Icoulds \ 
[= 


my (elf in Chriſt ovly ! 1 hope Madam 
Tons will improve their power for Jeſus , {ww 
danger , neither is there any queſtion or juſtling betwirr 


Chuiſt and Authoricy , though our cnemies falſly ſtare |! 
the queſtion , as if Chriſt Authority could not abide * 


vader one roof ; the queſtion only is bertwizt Chriſt 


and men in Awhoricy: Authorny is for and from -| 
Chriſt, and ſib ro him ; how then can, he make a plea | 
withir? Nay the truth is, Worms and Gods of clay , are | 


riſen upagaiaſt Chriſt, 1fthe fruic of your La: Womb 


be helperg of Chriſt, ye haze good ground to rejoyce in þ 


God. All your Ls: canexpedt for your goodwill of mc 
and 'my Brother ( a wronged ſtranper for Chrilt ) is, the 
rye of a priſoner of jeſus,to whom | recommend your 


: and houſe and children, and ia whom I am, Mavan. | 


eAberd. Sept. 8, Your La: inChrilt 
16 37. -$ S.R. + 
0 


= 
* >; 
4 * - 
. - . 


m : Bur if ſorrow be the greedicſt balter of our dayes | 
here , 1 know joy's day ſhall dawn, and do morethen } 


| 
| 
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MAD 4M; 


Race y. mercy and peace be to you: Idare not fay T 
'F wonder that ye have never wrinen tome in my 
bonds; becauſe am nor ignorant of the cauſe z- yer 1 
could rot but writero you ; 1 kaow not, whether joy or 
heavine(s io my ſoul carrieth ic away: ſorrow withour 
avy mixture of ſweetnels , hath not often loye thoughts 
dT: ona 7 CE ar war op himſelf, 4 
ride hus errands the t of a poor oppre 
riſpacr. > tp acne che Yam making Cho my o- 
end | ioft him , c1am the 
Hr payers gas Glence, and becauſe [ 
canace preach my Lord's rightcoufneſs in the greac cou- 
ion : 1am notwithſlaading the leſs folicrous how 
go, ifrhere be not wrath inmy cup. Surikoow, [ 
but claw my wounds, when my tan thath forbid- 
den me : E would belicve io che upon luck's bead, 
and rake my hazard of Chriſt's goodwill , and reſt og 
this, that in my fever my Phyſician is army bed fide , & 


© thar he fyrn with me when ] ſigh. My borrowed 


houſe, and another mau'sbed and ficc-(ide, and other lo(- 
ſes have no room in my forrow : 'a greater heat to eat Owe a+ 
leſs fire, isagood remedie for ſome burning. | believe 
when Chriſt draweth blood, he hach (kill cocur the rig +t 
yein, and that he hath taken che whole 'orderivg and 
difpoling of my ſufferings. Let him curour me, and 
rarour my crolles, as he rhinketh good: there is no 
ark. wn nor hazard, 'in following ſuch a guide , how- 
beirhe ſhould led me rhcough bell, if 1 could pur faich 
foremoſt; and fill che field with a quiet o0n-waiting ,' aud 
believing co {ce the ſalvation of God. 1 know, Chriſt is 
gior obliged ro let me fee boch the fides of my crols, aud 
turn jt over and over, that | may feeall. - My faith is rich- 
erto live upon credit, -and Chriſt's borrowed money, 
then to bave much in my hand. Alas! I have forgorren 
rhac faich in cimes paſt bath ſropped a lek in my crazed 
barke, and hatch wy fails with a fair wind: 1 ſeoicn 
E 4+ work 
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work of God, that experiences areali loſt, . when ſum- 
monds of improbation , to prove our Chartersof Chriſt 
vw be counterfcit,are raiſed againſtpoor ſouls,ig their hea- 
vie rials: butlet me be a ſinner , & worſe then the chief 
of ſinners, yea a guilty devil , Lam ſure my welbcloved is 
God: & when I ſay Chriſt is God, & my Chriſt is God , 1 
have (aidallchings, Ican ſay no more. Lwouldtconld build 
as much on this,-y Chriſt is God, as it would bear, 1 mighe 
lay all the world upowit: Iam ſure Chriſt antricd, and 
uvtaken vp in the power of his love, kindneſs, mercies , 
goodneſs, ' wiidow , long-ſuffering & greatueſs, isthe 
rock thac dim-Gghted travellers daſh their foor againſt, & 
foſtamble feartully, Bur my wounds are foreſt, & pain 
me moſt, when 1 fa agaioſt his love; & his merey : andif 
he would ſer me and my conſcience by the cars together , 
and reſolve not to rid the plea, - but let us deal ir betwixt 
us, my ſpitting upou the fair face of Chriſt's loye & mier- 


cics , by my jealoufies, unbelief;and doubting,would be | 


enough to hank me, Oh! oh! lam coownced © Lord, 
I dumb beforethee for this : Let me be mine own 
Judge in this and 1 take a dreadful doom upon 
me for it ; far 1 {till misbelicve., though 1 have 
ſten that my. Lord hath made »my croſs , as if - it 
were all Cryſtal , fo as 1 can ſee thorow it Chriſts 
fair face and heaven, and that God hath honoured a lamp 
of fintul ficlh and blood , the like. of me ,«ro be Chriſt's 


bonowrable Lerd'priſorer. 1 ought to eſteem the walls |} 


of thethieves-bole (if I were ſhutup init) or any ſtinkiog 
dungton , all hung with rapeſtrie & moſt beauritul , 
for my Lord leſus; and yet Iam not ſoſhurt up , bur 
that the ſan ſhineth upon my priſon, and the fair wide 
heaven is the covering ot ic, But my Lord in his ſweet yi- 
fits hach done more; for he makes me find, that he 
will he a confined priſoner with me : he lieth down , 
and niſeth up with me; when 1lfgh , hefigheth 3 When 
I weep , be (uftereth with me ind1 cool here fs the 
bleſied iſlue of my ſuffering already begun, that my hearr 
is filled with hunger and defire , ro have him glorified 
in my ſufferings. Bleſled ye of the Lord , Madam , if ye 
would help a poor Dyyour, and caulc others of your ac- 


= : 


_ 
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quaintance in Chriſt help me,topay my debt of love,evea 
real prailes to Chriſt my Lord. Madam, let me cha 
you in the Lord, as yewill anſwer to him, help me 1n 
this duty (which he hath ryed about my neck , with a 
chain of ſuch fingular expreſſions of his loving: kindneſs) 
to ſet on high Chriſt , ro hol!d.in my honeſty at his hands,- 
for I have nothing to givehim. O that he would arreſt 
and compriſe my love and my heart for all ! lama 
Dyvour, who have no more frce goods ita the world for 
Chriſt » fave that : iris both the whole hetirage | have, & 
all my movables beſides ; Lord give the thirſty man adrmk.. 
Oh to be over the ears in the well ! Ohto be (watteriog » 
and ſwimming over head and ears , in Chriſt 's love ! L 
would not have Chriſt's love entering in me, bur 1 would 
enter into it , and be fwallowed up of that love. Bur Tt 
ſee not my ſelf here, forl fear , 1 make more of kis love 
then of himſelf; whereas himſelf is far beyond and much 
berrer then his love. Ohif 1 had wy finful arms filled 
with that lovely one Chriſt ! Bleſſed be my rich Lord! 
Jeſus, who fendeth not away beggers from his houſe 
with atoom diſh. He filleth the veſſels of ach as will 
come and ſerk : We might beg our ſe)ves rich, (if we 
were wiſe;) ifwe could bar hol out our withered hands 
to Chciſt, andlearnto ſuit, and ſeek, alk and knock.. 
I ow my ſalvation for Chriſts glory, lowir ro Chriſt ,. 
and deſire that my hell , yea a new hell, ſeven times: 
hocter then the old hell, might buy praiſes before men: 
and Angels to my Locd fefas ; providing 2}wayes 1 were 
free of Chriſt's hatred and dilpleaſure. What am | to- 
be forfeited and ſold in ſoul and body*, to have my greac 
and royal King ſet on high, and cxtolled above all ;; 
O 4f 1 knew how'high to have him (et, and all the 
world far, far beneath the (oles of his feet! Nay, I 
deſerve not to be the matter of his praiſes , far leis ro be 
an agent in praifing of him. But hgc2n win his own glory” 


,out of me, andour of one worle then 1 (if any (ach be): 


if ir pleaſe his holy Majeſty ſoro do; he knoweth that 1 am: 
not now flattering him. Madam, let me have your pra- 
yers , as ye have the prayers and blefliog of him that is* 

E 5 lepa-- 
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from his Brechrea, Grace, Grace be-with 
Ou, 


Aber. June 1 + Your own in his ſweet Lord 
I6137Ts , Feſus , S. R, 


Y 


To the Earl of CASSILLS. 


Ay very Nobls and honour able Lord ; 
I| Make bold (out of the honourable and Chriſtian re- 


port 1 hear of your Lo: having no other thing to ' 


lay , but that which concerneth the rable Cauſe , 
which the Lord hath cnabled your Lo: to profe(s) ro write 
this, that it is your Lo: crown, your glory, and your 
bonour, to ſer your ſhoulder under the Lords glory,vow 
falling co the ground ; and to back Chriſt now , when {o 


mavy think it wiſdom ,. toler him tend for himſelf : the | 


ſhields of the earth ever did , and do ſtill believe, that 
Chriſtis a cumberſom neighbour, and that it is a pain to 
hold up his yea's & nay's: fear he take their chariots, 
& their ns,& their honour from them ; but myLord 
ſtandeth im'need of none of them all : But ir is your glo- 
ry to owp Chriſt aud his buried crath ; for let mes ſay 
what they pleaſe , the plea with Zion's enemies ; in this 
. Gayof lacob'scrouble, is, If Chriſt showld be King , and 
»s mouth ſpeak laws but his; it concerneth the apple of 


Chriſl'scye , and his royal Priviledges, what now is de- |, 


bated : and Chriſt's Kingly honour is come to yes and 


ney; Bur Jet mc be pardoned , my dear and Noble Lord , ; 
to beſcech you by the mercies of God, by the comforts | 


of the Spirit , by the wounds of your dear Saviour , b 

your compearance before the Judge of quick and dead, 
to ſtand for Chriſt , andto back hum. ifthe Nobles 
had done their part , and been zealous for the Lord , it 
had not been as it is Now : but men think-it wiſdom to 


dumb, There is a time coming whev Chriſt will havea | 


thick courr,' avd he will be the glory of Scotland, and 


he ſha]l make a diadem , a land , a ſeal upon his heart, | 
" +  andaringon his fioger, of thoſe, who have ray 34 


: 
' 
: 
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dare not Tb Linden to the Fg probe oy 
exiled Priſoner : Who hath more cauſe io vhogtin the 
Lord; then ſacha Gnacr as I ? Who am d wi 
od conſolations © fChyiſt , and have no pain19-my ſaffer- 
ogs » bucthe pain of ſoul-lickneſs of love for Chiiſt, - 

> ſorrow that 1 cannot get help to ſound aloud the 
bigh praiſes of him , who bach beardehe Gghing ot the - 
Priſoner 3 and is content to lay the head of Srefled 
ſervanc in hiobolam , ander bis chiu; and let him feel © 
the ſmell of his garmeots: This 1 behooved to write, - 
that your Lo: .m Roy » Chriſt 18 as as he is - 
called, and to teltihe tg your Lo; the caute, your Lox - 
now profcflcth before this faithleſs world , 1s Chriſt's: 
and your Lo: ſhall haye-no ſhame of ir. Grace be- 


with you. . 
"Herd. March. Iz: Your Lo: obliged Servant , 
1637. SR. 


a 


To the much honoured 


"JOHN OSBURN, 
Proveſs of Ayr. 


mega bay Y | - | 
Race, merc bers : 'Uponvar ſmall * 
| Y acepainnles , de report I hear of you, 
1 coold nor but write to you: I have nothing to lay , but - 
Chciſt}, in that hopoutable-place he hath pur you in ,- 
hach ivrruſted you wich a ts pledge , . which is his- 
own glory : and hatharmed ri his ſword to keep 
the p - and make 8 account of it to God. Be : 
not of men : Your cag moy down his ene- 
mies,. aud make withered hay of faic lowers : your 
time will pot be long ; after your afternoqs, will come : 
IOV and after evening y.- ſexve Chriſt , . 
& hi im, Te bs Cauſe be your le; give not an 
readch of truth away ;zfori 4 is uo. yours,but _- s: : 
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then, fince.yeare going , rake Chriſt's teſtificar with you 
out of this life ; "Well donegood and faithful ſervant, His 
evell done is worth a ſhipful of Good-days and earth] 
-honours. I have c2ufe to ſay this, becanſe 1 find him eeuch 
it ſelf: In my ſad days. Chriſt laugheth cheerfully, and 
ſaith, AT wittbe well, Would to God, all this Kingdom, 
andall rhart know God, knew , whar is berwixt me and 
Chriſtia this priſon , whar kiſſes , embracements , and 
love-communings: [take his croſsin my arms with joy, 
I bleſs ir , Trejoyce in it : ſuffering” tor Chriſt is my gar 
land, F-wou!d not exchange Chriſt for tea choutagd 
worlds: nay ({ifthe compariſon could ſtand) I would nor 
exchanye Chriſt with heaven, Sir, pray for me, and the 
prayers and blefling of a priſoger of Chrift meet you, in 
all your ſhaits. Grace be with you. 


oAberd. March 14. Yours in Chriſt Ieſus his 
1637. Lord, $. R. 


———— ————— 


To ROBERT GORDON, 


Bailiffe of Ayy 
Worthy Sir ; 


Precip and peace be to you: I long to hear from 
you in paper. Remember your Chief's ſpeeches on 
his deatk-bed: Ipray you Sir ſell all , and buy the Pearl; 
time will.cut you from this worlds glory : Look whar 
will do you good , when your glals (hall be run, and ler 
Chriſt's love bear moſt conrc in your ſoul , and that court 
will bear down the love of other thiogs: Chriſt ſeckerh 
your help in your place, give him your hand, Who hath 
more cauſe to encourage others to own Chriſt, theo 1 
have ? forhc hath made me fick of love, and left mein 
pain to wreſtle with his love, andlove is like to fall a 
ſwoon, through his abſence : 1 mean not that he deſerteth 
me, or that Iam ebb of comforts ; but this is an uncouth 
p pan. Oh that I had ap heart anda love to render ro him 
ack agaia! Oif principalities and powers, thrones and 
dominions, and all the world, wonld help me to praiſe. 
Praiſe kim'in wy behalf, Remember wy love to "= 
WI 
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wife, Lthank you moſt kindly, for your love to my bro- 
ther. Grace be with you. 
eAberd. March 11. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1673+ leſus, $.R. 


To JOHN KENNEDY, 
Bailiffe of Ayr. 

Race, metcy and peace be unto you : Yournot wri- 

ting to me, caouot bind mc up from remembring 
you, now and then, that at leaſt ye may bea witneſs anda 
third man » to behold in paper , what is berwixt Chriſt 
and me. I was in his eyes ike a young Orphan, wancin 
known parents, caſten oar in the open fields; either Chril 
behoved to take me up , and to 962064 me home to his 
houſe and fire-fide, elſe ILhad dyed in the fields : and now, 
lam homely with Chiiſt's love, ſo that I think rhe houſe 
mine @&vn, andthe maſter of the houſe mine alſo. Chriſt 
enquired not whea he began ro love me, whether] was 
fair , or black, and ſun-burm? love raketh whar ir 
may have. He loved me before this time , Iknow; bur 
now 1 have the lower of his love: his love is come to 
a fair bloom , like a young roſe opened. .up out ofthe 


———_—_— 


en leaves, and itcaſtethaſtrong and Fragranc ſmell. 


want nothing but wayes of expreſſing Chriſt's love : 
A full veſſel would haze a veat,  O if I could ſmoke 
out , andcaſt our coales, ro make a fire in many breſts 
ofthis land! Oh! itisa pity that there were not many 
impriſoacd for Chriſt, for no other purpoſe, bur to 
write books and love - ſongs of the love of Chriſt, This 
love would keep all created tongues of men avd Angels in 
exerciſe, aud buſic, night and day, ro fpcak of it, 
Alas! Ican{peak nothing of ir, but wonder ar three 
things 1g bis love, Firſt, Freedom. O that lumps of 
fia ſhould ſuch love for nothing ! Secondly , The 
Sweetneſs of his love: 1 give over cither to ſpeak or 
write of it z buttheſe chat fel ir may better bear witneſs, 


what it is; burtit is ſo (weetthat next to Chriſt himſelf 
notLing can match it; nay I think a ſoul could lire 
eternally: bleſled only oa Chriſt's loye, and feed upon 

E 7 no 
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nootherthing : yea when Chriſt i love giveth a blow, 
it doth a ſoul good, anditis a kind of comfort and jay 
ro it, to get a cult with the lovely, ſweet, and fot 
hand of Jelus. And Thirdly , what Power and Strength 
is in his love ? Iam perſwadedir can climb a ſteep hull , 
and hell upon it's » apd ſwim through the water 
and nor drown , and ſing in the fice and hind no pain, 
and criumph in loſſes, priſons, forrows, exile , diſ- 
race ; Logh and rejoice in death. Oh fora year's 
ſeaſe of the 1 of his love without a cloud, to ay 
whar Chriſt is! O for the coming of che: Bridegroom ! 
Oh when will I ſce the Bridegroom and the Bride meet 
in the clouds , and kiſs cach other! Oh when will we 
get our day and our hearrs-fill of chat love! Oh if ir 
were lawful tro complain” of the famin, and want of 
that love of the immediac viſion of God ! O time, rime, 
how doſt thou rorment the Souls of thoſe , that would 
be fwallowed up of Chriſt's love, becauſe c oveſt 
ſo lowly! Oh if he would pity a poor Priſoner, and 
ren bag om 29hs and give a gar _ or 
draughr of that ſurpaſſiog ſweetneſs, ( which is glory 
as it were begun.) Wo Codlenerion ] harCha and 
I ſhall have out fill of ocher forever | Come hither O 
love of Chrift, that I may once kiſs thee before 1 die : 
what would I not give, to have time , . that lieth be- 
ewixt Chriſt and me, taken out of the way , that we 
irons meet ? I cannot think bur at the firſt _ 
| ſec of that moſt lovely and faireſt face , love hall 
come our of his rwo eyes , aud fill me with aſtooith- 
meat : 1 would bur defire to ſtand at the utrer-fide of 
the gates of the New leruſalem, and look chorow a hole 
of be door , and {ce Chriſt's face: a borrowed viſion 
in this life would be my borrowed and begun heaven, 
while the long , loo fooked-for day-dawn. Ir is not 
for norhing rhac it is ſaid Colo. 1, 27; Chriſt in you the bope 
lory, I will be content of no pawa of heaven byt 

riſt himſelf ; for Chriſt poſſeſſed by Faith here is 
young heaven , and glory in the bud : If Thad that pawn, 
1 would hide bornivg and hell both ; ere1 gave it again. 
All we have here , is ſcarce the piure of glory; Should 
not 
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not we young bairps long and look for the expiring of 
our minority ? It were good to be daily begging propines 
and love-gitts, and the Bridegroom's favours ; and , 
if wecan do no more, ſcek crumbsand dinners 
of Chriſt's lovezto keep the taſte of heaven in our mouth, 
while ſupper-time. 1know , it is fac afternoon , and 
nigh che marriage- ſapper of the Lamb ; the table is co- 
vered alrcady. O welbeloved ruo , run faſt! O fair 
day, when wilt thou dawn ! O ſhadows, flce away! I 
think , hope and love woven thorow ocher , make our 
abſcnce from Chriſt ſpiritual rorment : It is a pain ro 
wait on , burhope that makerh nor athamed ſwallowerh 
upthat pain. Itisnot unkiudacs that keeps Chriſt and 
us ſo long aſunder. What can I ſay to Chriſt's love ? I 
thiak-more than I can fay: To conhider , that when my 
Lord Jeſus may take the air ( if 1 may fo ſpeak) and 

abroad , yet he wifi be confined and keep the Priſon 
with me: but in all this ſweet communion with him , 
whatam I to be thanked for ? 1am but a ſufferer ; whe- 
ther I will or nor, khewill be kind to me, as if he bad 
defied my guilcineſs to make him uokind 3 ſo he beareth- 
in his love on me. Hexe 1 die with wondering , that 
juſtice hindreth not love ; for there are none 10 hell , nor 
outof hell, more noworthy of Chriſt's love, Shame 
may confound and ſcar me, once to hold up my black 


mouth , to receive one of Chriſt's undeſerved kifles. If - 


my inner- fide were turned out, andall men faw my vile- 
nels , her by ſay to me, It is « shame for thee to ſtand 
ſtill, Chriſt kj thee and embrace thee : It would 
ſcem to become me catcher to run away from his love , 
as aſhamed at my own upworthineſs. Nay 1 may think 
ſhame ro rake heaven, who have fo highly provoked 
my Lord Jeſus: But ſeeivg Chriſt's love will ſhame me , 
I am” content to be ſhamed. My defire is , that my 
Lord would give me broader and deeper thoughts, to 
feed my ſelf with wondering at his love; 1 would 1 could 
weigh ic, but1-have no ballance for it, When 1 have 
worn my tongue to the ſtump , in praiſing of Chiiſt , 
I have donenothing ro him, | muſt let hum alove, for 
my withered azms will not go about bis high ; = 

og 
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loog andbroad love. What remaineth then, bur charmy 
debt to the love of Chriſt lie nnpaid for all erernity. AN 
thac are in heaven are black ſham'd with his love , as well 
as I, we muſt all be Dyvours together, and the bleſſing of 
that houſe-full or heaven-fall of Dyyours , ſhall reſt for 
ever upon him. Oifthis Land and Nation would come and 
ſtand beſide His inconceivable and glorious perfeQtions, 
and look in, and love, and wonder, and adore ? would to 
God, I could bring in many lovers to Chriſt's houſe ! But 
this Nation hath for ſaken the fountain of living waters. Lord 
calt not water on Scotland's coal, Woe , woe will be ro 
this Land , becauſe of the day of the Lords's fierce anger, 
thatis ſo faſt coming. Grace be with you. 


eAberd. Your affeflionat Brother in our 
Lord Jeſus , S. R. 


7 JOHN KENNEDY, 
Bailiffe of Ayr 


Worthy and Dear Brother ; 


Race, mercy «nd peace be to you : I long to ſee you 

in this Northern world, in paper ; I know it isnot 
Torgetfulneſs that ye write not: 1am every way in good 
eaſe, both in ſoul and body , all honour and glory be to 
my Lord: 1want nothing, but a farther revelation of the 
beauty ofthe. unknown Son of God. ./Either 1 know nor 
what Chriſtianity is ; or we have ſtinted a meaſure of fo 
many ounce weights and no more , upoa holineſs, and 
there we arcata tay, drawing our breath all our life: a 
moderation in God's way, now , is much in requeſt. 1 
profeſs, 1 have never ni 
my ſoul loveth, there isa gate yet of finding out Chriſt, 
that I have never ligliced upon. Oh if 1 couid find ir our ! 
Alas! how ſoon ate we pleaſed with our own ſhadow in 
a glaſs! Itwere good to be beginning in ſad carneſt ro 
find out God, and to ſeek the right tread of Chriſt: rime, 
cuſtom, and a good opinion of our ſelves, our good 


meamivg , and our lazic deſires , our fair thowes , _ 
t 


n pains to find out him whom . 
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Fpiſt. 46, LiTrTtins. 107 
the werld's gliſtering laſters, and theſe broad paſſements 
and bulkivgs of religion, that bear bulk in the Kirkzis thar 
wherewith moſt ſausfic themſelves : bur a watered bed 
with rears, a dry throat with praying , cyes as a fountain 
of tears forthe (ins of the land, is rare to be found amo 
us. Ohifwecould know the power of godlineſs! This 
is one part of my caſe; and another is, that 1, like a fool, 
once ſummond Chriſt for unkindneſs, and complained of 
his fickeIneſs and unconſtancy , becauſe he would have 
no more of my ſervice nor preaching, avd had caſten me 
our of the inheritance of the Lord : And 1 confels now , 
this was bura bought plea, and I was a fool, yer be hath 
born with me. I gave him a fair advantage againſt ne , 
bart love & mercy would not let himſtake it: and the truth 
is, now he hathchided himſelf friends with me, and hath 
taken away the maſk ,, and hath renewed his wontedda- 
vour, in ſuch a manner , that he hath paid me my bundred- 
fold in this life ; and one ro the hundred. This priſon is 
my banqueting houſe, Lam handled as ſoftly and delicat- 
ly, as a dated child: I am nothing bebind (1 fee ) with 
iſt : he can in a moneth make up a years loſſes : and I 
writethisto- you , thar I may entreat, vay , adjure and 
_ you, bythe love of our welbeloved, to help me to 
praiſe, androtell all your Chriſtian acquaintance to help 
me ;z for Lo a3 deeply drowned it his debr, as any Dy- 
voar *and yet in this fair ſun-bleok, I have ſom- 
thing to keaþ'me from ſtartling , or being cxalred above 
meaſure. His word is a fire ſhut up iv my bowels, and I 
am weary with forbearing: the miniſters in this Town 
are laying _ ſhall have my priſon changedinto lefs 
boubds, becauſe they fee God with me: my mother harh 
bornmea man of cootention , one that ſtriveth with the 
whole carth. The late wrongs and oppreſlions done to 
my brother, keep-my ſails low; yer I dehie croſles, ro em- 
bark me inſuch a pica againſt Chriſt , as 1 was troubled 
with of late: 1hope to overhope andoverbelieve my trou- 
dles: Ihavecauſe now to rruſtChriſt's promiſe, more then 
his gloom. - Remember my hearty affetion ro your 
wife, My ſoul is grieved for the ſucceſs of our brethrens 
journey to New- England , but. God bath —_ 
re , 


1608 Mr. RuTmnR100R»'s Epiſt. 47; 
reveal , that we ſee not. Grace be with you, Praytfor 
the priſoner, 


eAberd. Jane 1, Yours in bi only Lord 
1637. leſus,'S. R. 
T MARGARET BALANTINE. 
MISTRESS; 


(2m mercy and peace be unto you: It is more 
then time that I ſbould-bave wrinento you z but it 
DIG ICONs if as ni your ſoul to mend your 
Pace , to go more {wiftly ro your heave rey; 
= —_— have need otra bor, 91a wand yr - 
of your day that remaineth will quickly flip away 5 
whether we ſlcep or wake or glad cgmnd | 
bigeth vo man: Beware of a beguile in the marier of 
prod wagering woe , woe forcyermorets them , 
Pp that prize , tor what is. bokind whes the ſonl is once 
' laſt, but that fianers warm. their bits of clay-bouſes ar a 
. fire of their own kindling , Sor a day or wo, which doch 
rather (uffocac with its » then warm them » and 
 '@& length they lie down in forrow, and. are clo- 
thed 'with everlaſting ſhame? I would. ſeck oo fur- 
ther meaſure of faich to-begin withal , then to believe 
xeally and ſtedfaſtly the doctrine of God's duftice, his all - 
are burne ſoul and body, in a river and great lake of fire & 
brimſrone : Then they. would with no more goods , bur 
the thouſand part of a cold fountain-well to cool their 
tongue; they would then buy death, «with enduring of 
pain and torment for as many years, as God hath created 
drops of rain Gnce the creation : bur thete is no marker in 
buying or (cllivg life or death chere: Ob! alas the greateſc 
part _— run co the nem Is rejoy- 
cies. catide. dainds he. _ My 
cone toyou is , that ye ſtartin time tobe ate, Chriſt 


- forif ye gaquickly, Chriſt is not far before you : Ye ſhall 
overtake him. O 


Lord God, what is ſo accdfal as this, 


Selvation, Salvation? Fic upon this condemned agd fooliſh- 


world, chac will give ſo lucle for Salvation } Oh, if there 
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were a free market of ſalvation proclaimed , in that day, 
when the/trumpert of God ſhall awake the dad , how 
many- buyers would be then? God ſend me no more 
happineſs , but that Salvation, which the blind world 


hho. (to their crernal wo) lerterh flip through their fingers: 
( E. Therefore OMPAY = argc ra wo 19s 


fpeaketh Che. 55. 2.) , and lay Chnilt and tus 
blood in __ for heaven : It is a dry and hungry 
; bairns-part goods, that Zſavs are hunting, for here : 
ut it I ſee thouſands llowing the chaſe, aud in the papentc 
your of ſach gene while in the mean time they loſethe 

; and when all is done , they have caught nothing 

for ſupper, bur lie down hungry ; and befides 
; tor they go to their bed (when they die) withour a caudle ; 
tide * forGod faith ro chem , 1/e. 50.11. This thall ye-bave at 
c of my hand , ye chall lie downin ſorrow. And cruly this is as 


© 
3 
” 


that i! made a bed to lie upon asone could with: for he 
ORCE cannot ſleep ſoundly » bor reſt ſweetly. who bath ſor- 
ara row for his + - won 'Rouze, rouze up therefore your 
dork ſoul , and aſk how Chriſt and your- ſoul met together : 
and 1 am ſure they never got Chriſt , who were nat once ſick 
clo- & the yolk ot the heart for him: tao to many whole fouls 
fur- think they have mer with Chriſt , who had ncver « wea- 
lieve ried night for the wanr ofhim : Bur alas ! whatricher 
$all- are men, that they dreamed the laſt night they had much 
wers gold, &Phenthey awoke in the morning they found: ir 
re & was buta dream ? what are all the foners in the world, in 
bur that day when heaven and earth {hall go up ina flame of 
their fire, buc a camber of iled dreamers ? every one 
g of thall fay of his honting & —_— Behold it was @ + | 
aced . dream : every man in that day will tell his dreazr. 1 beſeech 
er in you in the Lord beware , beware of unſound work, 
ateſr 1m the mater of your ſalvation : ye may not , ye canner, 
Jjoy- ye dow not want Chriſt : Thanallve thisday -comtenn. ol 


M lovers befoce your ſoukand give them their leave, bc 

4 Rrrike hands with hit, Cencte there may be na, 
ſhall happineſs ro you bur Chriſt, as hg arnng 
this, bur Chriſt ; no bed at night [when dearh cometh] bur 
oliſck- WU Chriſt; Cheiſt, Chriſt, who bur Chriſt? Iknow this 
much of Chriſt , He is not ill ro be found, IEP 
o 
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of his love , woe had beet my parcof ut for evermore, if . 
Chriſt had made a daimtyof himlclf ro-me ; bye God be th 
thanked, I gavenothing for Chriſt , and now 1 proteſt fa 
before men and Angels , Chri(t cannot be exchanged,Chriſt ye 
cannot be (old, Chriſt cannot be weighed : Where would th; 
Angels, orall theworld , find a ballanceto weigh him yo 
in? All lovers bluſh when yeſtand befide Cheilt : woe th 
ypon all love but the love of Chriſt : Hunger , hunger lo 
_ : for evermore, be upon all heavens bur Chriſt, Shame, « I} + be 
ſhame for evermore, be apon all glory bur Chriſt's glory. an 
I cry death, death upon all lifes, _ che life of Chet. O M 
whats it thac holderh us aſugader ! O that once we could an 
have a fair mecting, Thus recommending Chriſt ro you , an 
and you to hir for evermore: I reſt. Grace be withyou. fai 
cAberd, 1637, Yours in his ſweet Lord, tin 
leſus , S. R. Ch 

— A is 
Te JONET KENNEDY. wm 

© 
Loving and Dear Siſter, af 
ne mercy and peace be unto you : I received 4 
our letrer: I know, the ſavour of Chriſt in you be 
(thac the virgins lovero follow) cannot be blown away un 
with winds cirhec from hell , | or the evil ſmelled air of of 


this pollured world: Sit far aback from the walls of ab 
this peſt-bouſe, cven the pollutions of chisdefiling world. tha 
Keep your taſte, your love and hope in heaven”; it is Ge 
not good, your love and your Lord ſhould bein ewo 
fundry countreys. Up, upatter your lover , 'thatye & 
he may be together, A Kiog from heaven hath ſear for - 
you , by faith he [heweth you the new leruſalem, and 
taketh you alongſt in the Spirit, chorow all the caſic 
rooms, and dwelling-houſes in heaven , and faith , 


eAll theſe are thine , this palace is for thee and Chriſt ;” and ( 
if ye only had been the choſen of God,Chriſt would have 
buile that one houſe for you and himſelf: Now, itis for up 


- youand many othersal(o , rake with you in your py . tle 
what ye may carry with you, your conſcience, faith, hope, 
parience, , {s,brotherly- kindneſs; for ſuch far 
wares as theſe are ot great pricezin the high apd new conn- 
Iey » 


Fpilt; 49. - LuTTzk% 111 
trey , whitheryego : As for other things, that ate but 
the world's vanity aud tra(hb , fince they are but che houſe-. 
ings » ye {hall do beſt nor to carry them with you : 
ye found them here, leave them here, and lerthem 
the houſe. Your Sun is well turned, and iow: be ni 
your lodging againſt night, We go one and one, our of 
this great market , till the town be empry , and the two 
lodgings Heaven and Hell be filled : Ar lengrh there will 


+ benothing in the carth , but toom walls and burnt ashes, 


and cherefoce ir is belt ro make away. Antichriſt & his 
Maſter are buſcie to plenith Hell, and ro ſeduce many ; 
and Scars , great Church-lights , are falling from heaven , 
and many are miſled and (ſeduced, and make up with their 
faith, and (ell their birth-righe , by their bungry kun- 
ting for I know not what. Faſten your grips falt upon 
Chriſt, I vectly cſteem him the beſt oughr that 1 have: He 
is my ſecond in priſon: baving him , though my croſs 
vere as heavie as ten mountains of iron, when he put- 
teth his ſweet ſhoulder under me and it, my croſs is but 
a feather. I plcaſe my (elfin the choiceof Chriſt, he is my 
waile, in heave and carth ; I rejoyce that he is jn heaven 
before me: God (end a joyful mecting z apd in the mean * 
time rhe rraveller's charges far the way, 1 mean, a.burden 
of Chriſts love to {weeten the jaurney, and co encours 
abreachleſs runver; for when I loſe breath, climbing up _ 
the mountain , he maketh new breath. Now » the very 
God of peace eſtabliſh you to the day of his appearance. 
eAberd. Sept. 9. Yours in- his only Lord 
1637. leſus, S, R. 


To MARGARET REID, 
My very Dear and worthy Siſter ; 

Race, mercy and peace be to you: Ye are truly 

bleſſed of th: Lord, however a four world gloom 
upon you, if ye continue inthe faith grounded and fer-. 
tled, and de nor moved away trom the bope of the Goſpel. 
It is good, there is a heaven, & ir is not a vight dream or a 
fancy: Itis a wonder that men deny not that there is a heg- 
vYengas they deny there is a way to it,bur of mens making; 
You 
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You have learned of Chriſt , chat there is a heaven ; 
contend for it, and contend for Chriſt ; bear well and 
ſubmiſhvely the hard croſs of this Step- mother World, 
that God will not have te be yours. I cotfeſs, iris hard, 
and I would I were able to caſe you of your burthen, 
But believe me, this world , ( which the Lord will nor 
have to be yours) is bur the droſs, the refuſe and ſcum 
of God's creation, the portion of the Lord's poor hired 
ſeryans : the moveables ,. not the heritage ; @ hard 
bone caſten tothe dogs holden out of the New leruſe- 
lem, whereapos they rather break their ceeth , than 
ſacisfie their appetire : it is your Father's bleſſing, and 
Chriſt's birth-righr , rhar our Lord is keeping tor you; 
and | perſwade you , your ſeed alſo ſhall inheric the 

carrh pon tr tor them ;) for that is promiſed 
- to them , and God's bond is as good and better , then 
if Men would gire every one of them a bond for thou- 
- fand thouſands, Ere ye was born, crofles in number , 

meaſure and weight were written for you, and your 
Lord will lead yon thorow them : maie Chriſt ſure, 
and the bleflings of the earth ſhall be at Chriſt's back. 
I fee many Profeſſors for the faſhion follow on ; bur 
yr are Profeſſors of glaſs : hom nary wnbghrr 1 

perſecution di in rwenty pieces , and fo 

world ſhould ar the eters "Therefore make 
faſt work , ſee Chriſt ſay the Ground-ſtone of 
your profeſhon ; for wind and rain and ſpears will nor 
waſh away his building : his works have no ſhorter date 
then to for evermore, I thould rwenty rimes 
have periſhed in my afflition , if 1 had not leaned my 
weak back , and laid my preſſing burthen both upon 
the Stone , the Foundation-ſtone, the Corner-ſtone laid in 


Zion: and 1 defire never to riſe off this ſtone. Now * 


very God of Peace confirm , and eſtabliſh you vac 
the day of the bleſſed appearance of Chriſt Jefus, God 
be with you, 
' aAberd, Yours in his deareſt Lord 
Jeſus, $.R. 
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7 JAMES BAUTIE. 
Loving Brother ; | 
Race, mercy and peace be unto you: I received 


your lerter, and render you thanks for the ame ; 
bur I have not time to anſwer all che heads of it, as the 


req 94 gg par 1, Yedo well torake your (elf 
at | t, when ye wrong Chriſt Srodring 
bed park. op for this is ak oad Chai n0d ter 
him a liar, whuch , as bt penn tee , would 
be banging or headivg ; bur Chriſt pot alwayes 
for : Iris thathe may a belicvery 


mother , 
who may bave law ro kill her ſyckivg child, woald 
putiv execurion thar law, 2. For your failings , even 


ye rice yobr Wim 19 the tal \- 7 yo ca bin 


that can hardly be read : Neither think I ever any man's 
Salvarion | the ſeals, bur there was an odde twrik or 
ſlip, inlefsor more, upon the fools part, who is in- 
teofied in deaven, In the moſt and ſerious work 
of onr Salvation , Ithink Chriſt had evergood cauſe to 
laugh ar our Gillineſs , and to pur on vs his merics , that 
we might bear weight. 2. It is ſweet law of the new 
Covenant , and a priviledge of the new burgh , that cari- 
2ens pay according to thar means ; for the new covenant 
ſaith nor y- ſo wnecH obedience by ounce weights , and no lefs, 
under the pain of damnation : Chriſt raketh, as 

nen- may give: where there is a mean portion , he is 
content the jefs, if there be finetrity : broken fams 
and little feckle&s obedience will be pardoned, and 
hold the foot with him : know ye not , tharour Hey 

OL 
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Lord retaineth his good old heart yer : He breaketh not « 

bruiſed reed, nor quencheth the modking flax: byr if the 

wind blow , he holdeth his hands abourit, till it riſe 

ro a flame, The Law cometh on with three © yes's , 

with all the heart , with all the ſoul , and with all the whole 
ength: and where would poor folks, like you aud 

me , farniſh all cheſe ſums? ir feareth me, (nay it 

is moſt certain)rhat if the payment were tocome. out of 

car purſe, when we ſhould pat our hand in our bag , 

we would bring out the wind , or worſe : Butthe new 

Covenant ſceketh not. heep-mete nor ſtented obedience , as 

the condition of it , becauſe: forgiveneſs hath alwayes 
ace, Hence I draw this conclufion : To think matters 
erwixt Chriſt and us go back , for want of hEaped mea- 

ſore, isa piece of old Adam's pride, who would cicher 

be at legal payment or nothing, We.would ſlill hare 

God in our colhmon., and buy his -kiadacſs with our 

merits ; for beggerly pride is Devils honeſt, & bluſherh. 

to bein Chriſt's comman , aud ſcarce giveth God agram- 

mercy and a lifted cap (except it be the, Phariſce's unlucky 

God | thank thee) or a bawed knee to Chriſt: ic will only 

give a good-day for a good-day again, and if Hediflem- 

ble his cindneſs, atit were, in jelt , and ſcem to miſken 

ie, itin carneſt (parneth with che heels, and (puftech-1n 

the wind , and careth not much for Chriſt's kindneſs : 

If he will not be trieads let him go, : ſaich pride : beware 

of chis thicf , when Chriſt oftereth himfelf. 3. No þ 

marvell then of whiſperings > whether you be in the Co- 

venant or not? For Pride maketh looſe wark of the Co- 

venant of grace, and will notler Chriſt be full bargaia- 

maker, Fo ſpeak ro you particularly and ſhortly, 1. 

All the truly regenerated cannot dererminatly tell you 

the mealure of Reir dejecions;. becauſe Chriſt begin- 

neth young with many , and ſtcaleth-into their heart , 

ere they wit of themſelyes , and becometh homely with 

them , with lirtle din or noiſe. I grant , many are 

blinded , in rejoycing in a good cheap converſion, thit BF 

never coſt chem a fiek night; Chriſt's phylick wrought ; 

ipadream upon them : But for that , I would fay, it | 
ether marks be found , that Chriſt js indeed come in , 


Rey 
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ne mts plea with him , becaule he will notanfwer, 
1d leſus,how cameſt thou int whether in at door or whidow! 
Make him welcome ſince he is.come. The wind bloweth 
where it liſteth; all che world's wit canner perteRly render 
a teaſon, Why the wind ſhould be a moncth in the eaſt, 
6x weeks poſlibly 1a the weſt ; and the [pacr only of an 
afternoon in the foarh or north, Ye will pot find our all 
the nicks aod ſteps of Chtilt's way with #fovl, do whar 
c can, for ſomecimes he will come in ſteppiog offs 

fie one walking beſide a fleeping perſon , and flip toc 
door, and let none know be was there, _ 2. Ye obje, The 
rculy regencrat ſhould loye God for himſelf: and ye fear 
that ye love him more for his benefirs. (as incirements and 
motives to lore him ] chen for himſelf. I anſwer, To lore 
God for himſclf as the laſt end ,” and allo for his benefits, 
as incitemepts and motives tolove him, may ftand well 
together z asa ſon loverh his morket, becauſe ſhe is his 
mother , howbeit lhe be poor ; and he loveth her for an 
applealſo:; I ye will not fay , that bevefits are the 
only reaſon virom of your love; .it ſcetmerh there is 
a better foundatien for it : Alwayes ifa hole be in it, ſow 
it ap.ſhoctly. _ 3, Ye feel not fuch mourning in Chriſt's 
abſence , as ye would, I anſwer, That the R rat 
moiutn at all times, god all if alike meaſure for hisab- 
ſence, I deny; There ate different degrees of mourning, 
els or mote, as het pace teſs or more love to him, and 
cſs or mare feaſe of isabſcnce : Bat, 1, Somme they muſt 
bave. 2., Sometimes they milFnot the Lord, and then 
they cannot mourt , howbeit it is not long ſo : Ar leaſt 
it is not always lo. 3. Yechallenge your ſelf, that ſome 
truthes figd more credit with you thiev bers. Ye do well, 
for God is true inthe leaſt, as well as inthe greateſt, 
and he,mult be ſo 'ro you: Ye. muſt pot call bim 
true in the one. of the leaf, and falſe in the 
other ; for our Lord in all his writings vever conrra- 
dicted himſelt yer , adovegh 6s beſt of the Regeverar 
have ſlipped here ; always labour ye to hold your 4- 
| 6 one rrulyRegenerat{whoſe hear 


Coupe Gags 
is « Temple to the Holy Ghoſt ) and yours ( which is full of 
unclanael & coraption) ye and 


dumb & diſcouraged, 
: and 


*. 
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rpnonagts ont Buc 
lerthis 001 Y it encouragement, 
Gibve tay anbacobe lan ef parte ye can, albert 


ye find them mived with motes. 6. conviction, if 
$ put alone without remorſe and grief , is not , there- 
forthe $ore lend it a: trar,.if yedow winatit- 7. Ye 
eye -when. ye-wio to more feryency ſometimes with your 
Aa neighbour in , then your alone; whether by- 
E,1 pocniſie/be mit, or nor? I anſwer ».If this be alwayes, 
noqueſtion a-ſpice of hypocrife is-11.1t , which would 
ou be taken heed eo ; bur y. defertion; may be in pri- 
W. car, und peſevcein pablick and thenthe cali clear. 4 
eWo- A applanſc may occaſion by accident a rubbing of a 
, Ld coldhearr and: bem avd life may come;bur it is nor the 
e, & proper caulc of thatheat: bence God of his free grace will 
ſcon- ride his errands , upon our ſinking corruption; bur cor- 
to ah ruption we 9 re wrt Yu 
15 on a pipe eemoved- anger from che prophet , 
e ay, him 10 2 Kings 3. Y15.9., Yecom- 
ard : plain of Cheilt's ſhore vide” har ral r-wek 
y ob- zompany' aac night , but when ye lic down warm az 
ha 


night, ye.zſe. cold at morgi «Anſwer. cavgot blame 
are 1 you | norany other , who knowe:h thar ſweer gueſt ] 
Hoi * tobemoan bs with-dawings, and to be moſtdefirous 
$ of his abade29d compabty ; for he would. caprivar and 
"you, I engage the affection of auy creature , that ſaw his face : 
&r> IY face he looked an me 5 apd gare mea fight of bis fair 
facit- I love, hd gained my heart wholly , and gor away with 
pwvill it : Well, . well maybebrook ie; he ſhall keep it long , 
eat if ereT ferch ir from him. 'Bur I ſhalt tell you whar 
\ Nith S ſhall do : rreat Him well , give him the chair and the 
ogy $ board-hrad,, | and make him welcome to the mean por- 
e fill tion Fe haves a good ſupper and kind entertainment 
eit Ye makerb rhe gueſt loreche inns the better : Yer ſometimes 
nid , OY Chiift bartfan etrand elfewhere, for meer rrial , and, 
yegivehim kings=chear , he will away; as 
in jons for meer terial, and not forſm. 1G. 


then; 
| idol, i 
x thic \ Le fokake difference betwixt the morions of the Spirir, 


 blea- (IF mmecbartraſt meaſure, andthe natural joyes of your own 
heart. An. A8a man caurcll, ifhe joy and delighrin his 
F 3 wite, 
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ite, or if he delight and joy in ber for farizfation of bis 

haſt; bur hatiog her perſon,thd ſo loving her for her ficth, 

nor grieving when il} be fallecht her: (o wilt a man's 

aha whoriſh hatural joy be diſcorered ; it 

coins ata oa, Fyrares the Lord, ic will 
Oo 


naure, Ye alk; if faith in that caſe be ſound ? <A /: If ir 
be chaſed away , itis neither ſound nor uaſound, uſe 
iris not fairh; burit thight be and was faith, before ſcale 
4d blow out thenofbetiering. Laſtly, ye aſk whartrte 
do , when promiſes are born in upon you, and (caſe of 
impenicency, for fids of youth , hindreth application? [ 
axſwer, Ifir be living fegſe, ic may ſtaud wich applicarion; 
and ua chiscaſe, pat re your hand and car your meat in 
God's name : if falſe, ſo that the fins of youth are not re- 
peated of , then as faith and impenittncy canvor ſtand to- 


z {o neither that ſenſe and application can confilt. | 


ther, excuſe my brevity, for time ſtrairneth me, that 1 


gerooc my mind faidin theſe things , but muſt refer thac / 
toancw occalion, it God offer it, - Brother, Pray tor me. | 


Grace be with you. 
cAberd, Yours in his deareſt Lord 
1637. leſus , SR. 34 
To JOHN STUART, 
Provoſt of Ayr,now is Ireland. 
Much honoured Sir ; | 


Þ%.- mercy and peace be unto you: Linageokee: ; 

y flock,and | 
the priſoner of Chriſt at  Feerd: I would not have you to | 
think it ſtrange: rhac your journeyto New- Eagland hath | 


from you, being now removed from m 


gotten ſuch a daſh: It indeed bath niade my-heact heavie; 
yer! know it is no dumb providence, bot a ſpeaking one, 
whereby our Lord ſpeaketh his mind ro you, t for 
thr preſcat ye do not well ynde what he faith: 
howerer it be, he who ftrech upon the OS 

| wa 


is lovero him; 10. Ye alk the * 
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ris 


1. LouTT ns | 


how you his marvellous kioducſsin the great 


los is great : andyour hope is gone far againſt 
an's ov ; Bur Lentreat you, Sir , expound out Lord's 
1. if ſeying all hinderances, in the way: Lperſwade:myfelf, 
will heart aimeth at-the footſteps of the flock , to feed 
rhe * the ſhepherds rents,and eo ll belide him whom 
=n(e your ſon}{oveth, and chat it is your defire , to remain wn 


ſoft the wilderneſs, wherethe woman is kept fromthe Dra- 
If it gon ;. and his bei rdefire , remember that a poor 
and priſoner of Chriſt laid ir to you, that, That miſcarried jour- 
ale ney is with child to you'of mercy and conſolation: and 5belt 
__ ring forth a fair birth, and the Lord shall be mid--wife to the 
& of birth : wait 0n, be that believeth maker not haſte, Iſa. 2.3. 16, 
» I ] hope ye have been atking what the Lord meancth, and- 
ion; what further may be his will, in reference to your 
2 im return : dear Brother, let God make of you what 
= he wn will yo = vn eg rr , _ _ 
ma our of your ſeffcrings ; aud would ye wi 
_ oe) ay This water Sooke tes way to heaven , & 
hart WW written in your Lord's book, ye bebooved to crofs irt-aad 
thac therefore kiſs his wiſe and unerring prevideace : Let nor 
_ | po mipatrer penn buc aro air her chiogs 
[carce.wel re your courage and.rejO 
'M in the Lor&howbeic « faith ſoeck bur the beck Chef 
. PornNY a berter fide, and God (hall let. you. . + 
L it. Leara to believe Chriſt berter rhen Ei5 ſtrokes, him 
JF} felf and his-promiſts berrer rbeo bis gloomes:- daſhes 
and diſappointments. are not Cawnick {cripture; bghbing 
for the , {eered-racryto God's promiſe, 
thou lyeſt. If our Lord tide upon a Rraw , highorfe (hall 
{—nemanr vn fall, Row, $. 28. For we know that af 
5 work together for good to them that love God, Erga, 
k ;lofles, & work ber for che bod oh 
themchacloye God+ Hence 1 infer, that lofles , diſap- 
pointments z-/ il] congues, loſs of friends, houſes or 
country; are God's work men, ſer on work , to workout 
z outot erery thing thac betalleth you : lec 


good to 
k for notthe Lord's dealing ſeem harſb,roughyor votacherly 5 
wr becauſe ir is vapleaſant, when the Lord's bleſſed will 
blowerk croſs your deſires, it is beſt if humility to ſtrike 
F 1 lab 
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fail ro him; ambro be willing to be eat 
afcth: it is a point ofdenaal of your {elt, to be ab if ye 
d not a will, but kad made a free diſpoſition of ic to God, 
and had ſold nt over cohim $5 and to make uſe. of his will 
for your own, is both crne holineſs and your calcaud 
peace: ye. /know not what the Lord is working cutoff 
this, but ye thall know it hercatter ; ,andwhac 1 wiitere 
you , I ware to your wie, Icom theccalce; buy 
1ntreat het not to fear or taine; this journey 192 partos 
her wilderneſs to tcaven and the (promiſed land , and 
there are fewer miles brhiad : it is nearer tho dawning of 
che day to her, theu when ſhe weot aur of $ 4 
would be glad ro hear , that ye and (he haye comfort aud 
courage incbe Lord. Now as concerning our Kjrk: Our 
Service-bookis ordained by open proclamation and ſound 
of crumper to beread , in all the Kirks atrhis Kingdoms 
Oar Prelats are ro meet this moneth for irandour Canons, 
and ' for a Reconciliation betwixt. us and the Luthereans. 
The Profeſſors of Aberdeew-Univerſitie #r& charged 149 
draw up the Accickes ofar Uniform ConfeſÞon 3 tune R evan» 
ciliation with Popery is intended ; this is the day of Jacob's 
Viftation : -  the-uayes of Zim mourn © nur  goid is become 
dim : the fun i OrY ox? 2 iopbets : @ dry wind, 
+ berneither to fan norto is coming epod this land: 

. and all ourills coming from the muluphed- 

fons of this land , and-from che friends and lovers of 
Babel m_— as ; fer.. 31. 543. The violence done 19 
me and my flezh be upon thee, Babylon , rhatt the inhabitants 
Zion {ay; and my upen the inbabitants of Caldea, sha#l 
eruſalem ſay. Now for my (zif, I was three dayes befoge 
the High Commiſſion , and accuſed of treafoo preached a 
gaioſt our King: A Miniſter being witnels went well 
nighto fwearic: God hath faved we from their malice. 


within chis ' Kingdom , under the pain of Rebellion. 4, 
Contined my petton within the rown of cAberdren,where 
1 Gnd' the Miniſters working for my confinement 5n 
iohneſs or Orknay, far from thea , OS 
here'( willing ww. becdificd ) reſort ro me. Army 
, catrys 


1. They hare deprived we of my Maniſtery. 2, Silkenced | 
me, tharlexerciſc vo part of the Mitiſterial funtion | 
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» | had war ungay 4 within me, and a court fen- 
bur-þhbepe no jn Chriſt's pame } wherein it was 
aſſecred, that my Lord wopld have ap moteof my ſervice, 
and was tired of me: And like a fool 1 ſummond Sn 
alſo for unkindnefs, m1 poo lgjgeet aud | cotufrd, 
forr,and ſaid,what bw. Chriſt at me,for [ WA ed to be fa 


pn For ne np 1 My I9v40g8 ag ms Ops > 


Lord Jeſus MEICy ©Y ME, pho eg 
pt yr eng; 4: my the ul. » ayd heughe a 
trom 


dara he was contentiofcll jc; 
þuc at lengrþ Chriſt did faux hjmf&lf friends with mes 
$ad 4 mers y | apd my. part of it » and only 


complained>4þat acourt {hypld be hotd=nin his bounds, 
wiihous big an ry ; |= 4 yu'y _ wy com- 
mot ys ys 4 the " made 
Soy hn r6 pe: wy ty Cant; Skarnac hs 

= becgech,op 5be fealts of lows: Pats Hud «oh 
BM » FY&378' SRUrues 1 a2 20 Waih my Regal 
pogh ; 1: 4p bar 0urdotr 
WEA-4N Ad Fe Þ iþecrals ofChrit. 
Lcd ona ba pre Fn ne 
u @epertumed : I would oor'gine 
ofa formers Probes. 
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JOAN STUART, 
Provoſt of Ayr. 

Arch honour ed and Deareſt in Chriſt; 


(3 Race , mercy and peace from God our father, and 
from our Locd jeſus Chriſt,be apon you:l ox peed 
the comfort ofa letter to a priſoner from you z ere now. 
I am here, Sir, putring offa part of myinchofrime, and 
when I awake firſt inc { Þ morning (which s alweys with 
great heaviaeſs & ſadneſs) rhis queſtion is brought ro my 
mind , -.Am'l ſerving God or no > © Not that doubt of 
the cruth of rhis hoopureble cauſe , wherein I am 'coga- 
ged, [1 dare veoture in tote before uy judge, 
that 1 now ſuffer for Fopbax fer becauſe thar 1can- 
not endare thar' my Maſter , who isa free-born King , 


ſhould pay tribureto any of rhe ſhields vr"porſheards of | 


Me: ;Oh thar 1 could hold the crownopon my Prin 6- 


's head with my-foful-artt,' howbeictir ſhould | 


from me tthat ſervice from the thoulder wo 
no my cloſed mouth , my dumb Sabbaths, the 
of my communion with yin mere fae, fie Boyy in 


«Anwoth kg now oy Ae Cs 
appreheafions of 


of my 
I am 


halves ;* yeriny 
| era Borg (ory 
| my ſoul hath caktp vp the controverſie be py 
| » anda decret is paſt on Chriſt fide of ir, 
l (bſeribe the deerer The Lords qual iy us wayes, 
have notbera wel own, for eve 
| Have Hot well kn y ” A TrNG and ohvs 
Filme 19 ud ep er 1m 64 
—_ hbeen pl pleaſed toprevent me in merey s and 
ho For ors a fever of leve for himſeſt , aothivablence 
maketh my fever moſÞpainful ; and befide , hc hach viſi. 
ted my foul, aud watered ir with his comforcs ;/ bot yet 
I ON not wharl would, the want of real and felt pol- 
{cfſion is my oply death; 1 know Chriſt piticth me in 
this, The great mens wy friends, that Rr 


t 
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£5 


"dom: fo 1 ſeethey tice of me; but believe me, lam moſt 


$2, +» \LarTans5 723 
/ like winter brooks of water : All Gy, nodeal- 
man, bis beſt <vill be , to be gone out ofthe King- 


gladly concent that Chriſt breakech ll my 1dols tn pieces: 
it hath, put a new edge upon my blunted love to Chriſt. 
I ſee his Jealous of my love, and will have all to himg- 
ſelf, Inaword, cheſofix things are my burden 1. Lam 
nor in the vineyard as others are, it May be, becaule 
Chriſt chinkech me a withered tree nor worthy irs room; 
but God forbid. 2, Woe , woe, woeis comjng upon 
my harlot mother this cApoſtat kirk ; the time 1s coming, 
when we {hall wiſh for doves wings to flie' and hide vs ,. 
Oh for the deſfolation of this land'! 1.1 ſee my dear maſter 
Chriſt going bis alone [as ir were ] mourmng in (ack- 
clech, his Riotibg friends , feat.thar King jefus ſhall 
Joſe the field ; but bg muſt carry the day." 4. - M 

guiltineſs and the finFof my youth aft come vp again 

me, and they would come 1a ce plea in my futferings,,. 
as deſerving cauſes in God's juſtice ; bur 't pray God 
for Chriſt's {ake , he never give them that room » woe's: 
me that 1 cannot get ny Royal , Dreadful, Mighty: 
and Glorious Prince of the Kings of the earth [et on- 
high, S#, ye may help me and pity me in this, and: 
bow your knee- and bleſs his name and defire ochers: 


to do it, that he. hath bceo pleaſed in my ſuftermy to: 


make: _Htheiſts , Papiſts , and Enemies abour me, fay', 
It is like God is with this priſoner. Let bel} andrhe powers 
of hell | I care hot} be let looſe againſt me, wo do- 
their worſt, fo being Chriſt and my Father, and his 


Facherbe magnified in my fofferings. 6. Chriſt's-love 


bach pained me ; for howbeit his preſence hath ſhamed! 
me , and drowned meindeb», yer he often goeth away ». 
when my love to him is burningy he ſeemeth to look like 
a proud wooer, who will got lo-k upon a poor march ,. 
who is dying of love; I'will nor ſay he is lordly; burl 
know he is wiſe; it hiding himſelf trom a child and! 
a fool, maketh an idol anda God of one of Chriſt's: 
kifles, which is Idolatry : 1 fear I adore his comforts: 
more chen himſc!f,aud thar I love the apples of life, berter: 
then the tree of life, Sir, wricero me, Commend me- 

, te 


124 Mr. Ru twanzOORD'S Epiſt, 53; 
hand onbee means heyy, rs = ay be wih you. 
1637, Jeſur, $. 

TT JOHN STUART, 

| * Provoſt of Ayr. 
Worthy anddearly belovedin our Lord; 


andcomfortcd with your letter ; what I wroteto 
youfor your comfort ,{ do not remember; butTbelieve, 
love will prophefic bome-ward , as 'it would baveir. 1 
with I conld help you to praiſe his great and haly name, 
who keepeth the tcer of his ſaives, andhath numbred all 
your goings. Iknow our deareſt Lord wil pardonand 
by our honeſt errours and miſtakes, when we mind 

is honour; yet I know , aoge of you have ſeen the other 
half and the hidden ide of your wondertul cerurn hoame'to 
us again. Lam confident yeſhall yer ſay, that God's mer- 
£ your fails back to Ireland again. Worthy apd 
dear Sir, Lcannot bur give you an account of nb, proc 
Care, thar ye may go an errand forme, to my lngh avil 
ioyal maſter., of wtam 1 boaſt all the day. 'lamas 
proud of his love , { nay, Lblefs.my (Cf, and wore 
of my preſent lor ) as,anvy poor man cat be of ancarchly 
ings Coar:,,orof a Kingdom, Fiſt 1am very aften 
turmng bo. httefides of my crols, c{pecial:y my domb 
aud filent Sabbaths , pot becauſe 1 dehire to od ,acroak 
or defeft in my Lotd's love , but becayſe Tove is fick wirh 
phankcs, aud tear : whetter or not the Lord hathe pro- 
cels leading againſt my,guiltineſs, that Thave nor yer well 
ſcen, Lkaow nor; my delire is to xide fair, not to 
ſperk dirt ( if with reverence of him, 1 may be permitted 
10 make uſc of luch a word) inthe face of my onely,, 
onelywelbeloved; but fear of gultineſ(s, is rale- bearer 
Lecwixt meand Chriſt, and rofeilt whit ring il}rales of 
my Lord, to weaken my taich ; 1had rather acloud went 
ev<emy comforts by theſe meſſages', then that my faith 
theuld "$4 16th for it my Lord get no wrovgty me, _ 
Y 


Race metcy and peace be ro you: T was refreſhed * 
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poder 


ck ar,not mult climb,on 


ext Lord jeſas; he 
plead For the grace of God; 
{ Weoy rom 7 che a Yo 
mJ,Lard what Vcannot deny , Famorverh 
djo-mauy. abligariops70 kis loxe- mercy 
malgmerime (0, tharl aw. alhamed alm 
fours t to live content , coil 
wi 1 Tap Long vhicd ip 
now.nat how greedy & how ill to. pl 
' Logd ff cnbarh taught me ill man- 


UcrS 


126, Mr. RutuskytoonDs _ mea 4- 
ers, notto be content of a ſeat, excepr my be 
wt de Except hey arte fareſt As rt _ 5 or 
elſe] ant grown imparichtly daiary, & ill to ; avif 
Chriſt were til eder hr erals 1s 26 ha dee chiog, 
but bear me jo bis arms , @ as if T half clfim by cherit 19; 
my ſuffering for him: Bur 1 with he would give'me grace 
tolearn ro go 08 my owh feet , andro Jearn to want his 
eomforts,& to give thanks & believe, wheo'the fun is no: 
in my firmament,& when my welbeloved is from home, 
& gone ayorhet errand .O what ſweer peace have I, whin 
I'f4d Chriſt holdeth &T draw , when I'thmb" pp & he 
ſharreth me dows , when 1 prip him & embracehim , & 
he Teemeth rolooe the grips and flex away from me: | 
think, there is even a ſweet joy of fairh & contentedneſs & 
prace,in his yery rempring unkinduels , becauſe my faith 
Rich , Chrit ic not in ſad carneff avith we”, but trying if T can 
be kind to his mark & cloud that covereth him, aſwell as to 
bis fair face : 1bleſs his great name, chat 1 foye tits vail , 
that gocth over his face , while God ſed berrer: for faich 
can kils Gods tempting reproaches' , when he nickna- 
merh a finnet, dog, wot worthy to eat bread with the 
bai, Ithiokic an hononr , char Chriſt miſcalleth me 
and reproacherh tar : 1 will take rhat well ofhim, how- 
beir 1 wonld not bear itwell, ifanother woold be that 
homely ; bur becauſe 1 arm his own [God'be thanked ] he 
may uſe meas he pleaſerh : 1muſt ſay , the ſaintshave 2 
ſweer lifc berwixechem & Chriſt ; there is much ſwcer 
folace of love brrwirt him & them, when be ſeederh among 
the lilies , and cometh into bis garden , & h s fealt of 
boney- combs , & drinketh bis wine & his milk, and gryech, 
Fat O friend, drink , be ye tirunken O welbeloved. One 
of this labour is worth a fhipful of world's droaken & 
muddy joy: nay; even the gare of heaven'is he ſunay fide 
of the brace ; and the very garden of the world ; for the 
men. of this world have their own wnchriſtened & protanc 
erofles ; & woe be to ther and their curſed croflles both; 
for cheir ill are ſalted wicth'Gods by , and our ills 
ſeaſoned with our fathers bleſſing : Sothey are 'no fools 
who chooſe Chriſt ,& ſell all things for him ;icis no bairns 
market,hor a bliad block ; we know well whar we ge 
and 


= 


no mMWoag nwMH wn wail, 


= = = 2. => 2» We, 
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my Maſter's ll-drefled v in arc far colder: 
have no ſear for my faith to fit on, but bare omnipotency 


- 


and Gods arm and good will; here I to ſtay, 


and tide ar anchor and r , while God (end fair wea- 
ther again, abd be pleaſed to rake home to his houſe my 
Barlot mother : Ob if ber busband would be that kind, 
as to go and feret{ her our of the adr yer oh and chaſe 
het lovers to the hills ; burrhere willbe (ad dayes ere it 
come ro that. Remember my bonds. Grace be with you. 


«Aberd 1617. Yaurs in our Lord 
leſus, %, KR. 
To the Lady BUSBTE. 


MISTRESS; 


vows h bor acquaint , yer becauſe vee are father's 
childrch , Frhovghr good ro wrice unto you ; how - 
{þeir my firſt diſcourſe and communing with you of Chriſt 
ein zyet 1 have canſe fince I came hither, to have no 
paper Foughts of him 1 forio my fad dayes , he is become 
the Hower of my joyes, & Thar lic here, living apo his 
love ; bat canuot ger ſo muck of it, as fainl w have; 
fot becauſe Chriſt's fore is Lordly, & looks too high ; bur 
becatſe I have « narrow veſle! to receive his fove, and 1 
look roo low; Bur | give aader my own hand-writeco {| 
ou 2'teſtimonial of Chriſt and his crofs ,” that they area 
weet couple; and thar Chriſt hath never yer been ſer in | 
his own due chair of honour amongſt usall:Oh,t know nor 
where to ſet him/1/O fora high (car to that royal princely 
one! O that my poor withered ſoul had once a rnannivog- 
over flood of thac love, to put ſapin my dry-.root , and 
that that flood would ſpring out to the tongue and pen , 
ro utter great things, to the bigh and due commenda- 
tio of ſacks fair ene! O holy, holy, holy one / Alas 
there arecoo many dumb tongues in the world ,. avd 
hearts ,ſceipg there is employment in Chriſt for them all, 


+ and cen thouſand worlds of men and ns. 
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Mr. Tagen 


fer oo hi - r 

een Ver 's 19% woot TOs of cr: come 

our, £0 Yhcþ bar that wy 

mother , Beg, F LO, , her Ka gre. 

ich © fe ot þ : 

Wi ſt 

halves ,. #6d af the wo To 

over to Rome's brotha bao co ger her fall of Fey Feb Mr 

1 would ay ſofferiggs [nz c (SS pe hucar G 
t his 


to aſhes] might b ept fr his fai 
and (weereſt love, o $6 agemM, e: Fainwo! ju 
give Chriſt his welcome- bome to. Scotland 
wonld tetprp. This is a black day , 0p, ds and 
a for the roof-tree of my Lord Jeſns his fair 
le ifallen , and Chriſts back is paar Scotland. 
0 ice leflad arc they , who would hoid Chriſt with 
their rears and prayers! I know ye will help ro deal with 
him , for he (hall return again to thisland ; uhe next day 
ſhall be Chaiſt's, apdrhere ſhall be. a fair young 
garden for Chriſt » 4a this and Gad's umemer,dew 
vn mavuge jy 10 ur and we (hall ſing again. JW 
DEW marr to pur caps » CQUCET 
og oo Kron» <oe 


lee it yn % FIT =— | | 

as 45a Froirfyl ye : for junlet: greg madde 
our 

, ==Y Ye pat —_e TS; yebe., ye 


and Gappy. IcO". Gre, ree grace CONE 


\ ._ top, . Remember my,boo Tay<£s aud praiſcs. 
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Loving friend; 


Received your lerger:1 jatr fy JP. "ip 
bro a e ſk rhe, Lord po LO ace bonne Fi 
ofgangeroys yourk , Apetilansg me rope lou 


TM not the. wartd ; I | men», 
your ner Fe [20h ey "B ke Gb h | 


you: 
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Dyes | abas whach EE 
Erin roy 


follow it and farlake it pot: prure 
boveall wowerld: To hc ator 
ATI rt brang yau y 


forfalration: pref forward toward the mark ofthe prize 
ot ohe bigh calling: 14 pye-worchaet agaiat cvils, night 
and day , which bet you, ye will came behind: Beware 
of Jyivg, fucarog - upclcannes, and tbe reſt of the 
works of the fell 3, becauſe for theſe things the wr ath of 
Cad cometh won the children of gs ence :, how [wee 
focves they.may {erm toc the prolent, yer the eng of theſe 
courſes 1s the exernal wrach of God avd utxer darkneſs , 
where there is weeping & gualbing of iex5h, Grace be 


with yon, 
PA a pe: Your [{ovieg Paſtor » 5 


_— 


Ar. THOMAS GARVEN: 

g Reverend aud Dear Brother ; 
(xe meroy and peage be unto-yos : 1 am (ory 
AF tharw hat ertow dre witrow 1y jmpriſoncd 
pen , im my lovo-fics, hath made you and many of God's 
children believe , that chere is fomething 4018 
reed the like of me: exceprtharCbrift'sgrace bat b.b 
foch a'ſold body , 1-know:uot whatelieany may tank 
of me , or expe (from «me: my ſtock is lefs >| (ny 
Lord knowath & (peak ruth) then many delieve 5-407 
empry ſounds'have promiſed roo much : 1 would be 
gl collie under Cbvilt's ſee , and keep and xeceive ahe 
off- failings or any aid pieces of any grace » that (all frog 
his {veer fingers to forlorn ſingers: [the ofrep vocouþ- 
bke, lookiog in- at che King's windaws 4 luely, 
vowotthy of a featin the King's ball floor; -1 bur ©: 
look atat off , -both feared and framed like +0 that fairglt 
Face, fearing the bid me | away trom-him : @Y 
| 196 og up upon me, & | haveno-gaſwer for A 
loffered my tongue to Chriſt , & my pains iw-hishovie » 


and what -know-} what it meaneth > when C hoiſt wall not 


ICc cave 


x38 Mr. Rufwikf00nD's it. 56. 
receive | : whetr love will rot take , we 


expone; rake nor give, borrow nor lend. 
Yer Chriſt harh anorbicr ſea- cowpaſshe failerb by , then 
wy ſhort and ra : Leave bis part of it to kim- 


f." I darenor his dealing , as forrow and mis- 
beliefoften diftaterhrs me : 1 look ofrea with bleared & 
CLIP Lords croſs,& oo 16094 as, 
fide of tus crofs ; I know, | miſs aſtep and flide: ſurely 
ſee, have not legs of my own for carrying me'to heaven; 
I as hte vens gates, borrowing ſtrength from 
Chriſt. 1 am ofren thinking}, -O' if he would bur give me 
leave to love him, and it Chriſt would butopen op his 
wares, and the infinite plyes and windings aod corners 
of his ſou! delighting-love,, and let me ſte ir; back-ſede and 
foreſide", and give meteave but ro ſtand behide it, like 
an hungry a beſide _ ant ue Dwayens=n 
ring , 234 preface to my fill of enjoying : bur verily , 
thivk my foul cyes would defile his Liclorore lookco it: 
Either my buogcr is oy humble , [it rhar may be (aid) 
or elſe } copſider nor whar bongur it is , to get leave to 
lore Chriſt. O that ke would piry a priſoner , þ tx, 
out a flovd upon the dry ground! Iti4nothipgaW 
to fill the like of mey one of his lovks would do-me meekle 
"world's good; and him no 11. 1 knows -1 am nor at a 
point yer" wich Chriſt's love, I am | pot. yer ficred for ſo 
much as would have ofic ; my hope firreth neighbour 
with methle black hunger , and ceriainly » 1 dow aor bug 
think, rhere is more of chat love ordained for me , then 
| Fyet comprehend; and | kaow not the weight of the pen- 
on, the Kiay will give me ; 1 halt be glad, if wy 
"Hangry billige: leave to he velide Chriſt, warring 0n an 
anſwer + now | woald be full and rejoyce , it 1 got a poor 
man'salms of cthacſweaeſt love: but I conftideatly be- 
lieve, there isa bed made for Chriſt and me , and thar 
"we ſhall take our fill of love in it :) and | ofica thiak , 
when my joy isrun our, audat the loweſt ebbe, that 1 
; would ferk Bo more bur my rights paſt the King's 
ſeal , &/this choſe reyes olmmeconld 5 Cho 's 
at the pen. If yoar Lord call youto ſuftcring ,. benoc 
diſmayed ; there. (hall be a acw allowance. Fore 


TYLY EE ESO tw . 
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ERR AS me BR 


; CE NES He 


flower ofa 


brooght  my- poor ſoul to defireand ther 

wy aber , and theperwder 1 rhall be diffolved into , bad well 

tamed tongues #0 ec him. Thusin hafte , defiring your 

and , I recommend youto wy ſweer, ſweet 

Nniter, my honewrable Lord, of whom 1 boid all, Grace 

PER Ds et 
A 1637. ours in 

: teſws,”"'S. R. 


— 


To JEAN BROWN, 
MISTRESS. ' 


and peace be to you: I aw glad rhat 
(Fr ooo Gina beck; 17 thi dark 
time : It were gaod m4 fell other rhings for him z for 
when all theſe dayzare over , wethball find it our advan- 
Fr. © ny even, with Chriſt. 1 confidently 

+ hiscnemirs ſhall be his feorſtoo! , and that he 
ſhall make green flowers dead withered hay, when the 
honour and glory fhail fall off them, lik-rbe bloom or 
herb ſbaken with the wind. It w 

a  tothankthat Chriſt and the 


Iris not fide of Chriſt that we muſtlook ro, and 


« © : 


knowerh our mould ; thathis bairws go wet-sbod & cold- 

footed ro heaven, O how (weer a thing were it for us , ro 

1ng our Lord's will a law! | findChrift 

and his nor {01]] to pleaſe , nor yer-fuckrrewbleſorm 
's 


| men call tbem:nay,l think patience f.outd make 
[ryan ERS good merral : 
and 


>». 


132 Mr. RyTHAaIRTOQE D's Epilt, $3. 
| Apdye have. cauſe ro wait an ;, for, .crpiphes Jong, gar 
Aaſter will be acus, ing anpiey oily out he- 
fare the lus aud day-t » ICA'S, ; 
Happy arethey who are waiching: Ons (and-glaſs 


is oot {o lopg a5 wenerd to weary 5 time will car a 
2nd zaot our our woes and lorrow ; opt heazen is in 


bud, and; growing wp 10 an harveſt ; why then (hould 
we oot fol 


w-99., leging our /pes length pfiime will . 


come to aninch? Therefore I commend Chriſt ro you, 
as Your laſting living , and longe#t living bugharg , the 
ſtaff oft your, o)d age: lerhim have now the reſt of your 
days; Burp hes nat much ofa ſtorm upon the (hip, thas 
Chriſt ſailech is zchere vo peflcager fall oyer-board; 
bur the crailed (hip & rhe (ea-ſlick paſſengers {hall come 
roland fe. Iamin —_— commutainn. with Chriſt, 
85 & poor kane can bes and an only paincd >. that byc 
hath mach beaucy and fairaeds , and 0 jielo loves 
| ven tpn pen and 1 lizele ah; He mach 
406 I bligred eyes. Oh thas Liany him is the (woet- 
pels of hislpve.and 30 bis marriage clothes , and wasc 
x nh pp eypdr ty rr nr 
My-1 | Myr, 5D and Ting rout 
canboldjintle of ChtileJelvs: eps ut ahac 1 
would nox retule death dpaniadt &'s Jawful. be- 


4 wrueto him, y and 
would Jet hum read a ;- and the joy Hhavwes it 


he wiilappear for , and fade with my Lord Jeſus, Grace, 
gracebemnichgons! 1c 3/4 0 ts 
Abad, Marching.) 1 Tar bir fevees Lord 
62 0663S: [2 | | Beſts, 6K 
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To PEAN Mc MILLAN. 

Loving Siffer ; 

Race, mercy and be to [cannot comets 
G ro oogioryes ary cone 1 andhoweon | would 

come , | cannot ftay with ; I boleech 
eons toe Loculdroipmry on whkin gripe cs. 

told youChniſt's Teſtamencend laner:will Eby 

cd epaaotg back tet Lord gave mezand | gave 
Chriſto you wie wall : 1 pray you make him your 
own, andygs not fromthariruth Fraughryon , inone 
bair breadth'y thattrach ſhall ſave you, if ye follow ir: 
falvation is not an cafie ing aqdions ganas 1 often 


told you ,/ port her FN ——_ i 
pray you your poorſonl ol foerof 

aL ho thkiog oth oy efhamren your dai talk: ab: frame 
had z belewinhrant * pans ſoul not 


yerhghtedtypon Chirift ; he dighe warks of ha- 
ving ofed with Cheſt, i + love him better - then the 
world , and would quir wortd for kim, —_— 
faith he work infound, {irik beanryel 
and felt thefinell of Mis love, yewould run 

*2d wacetto be ar him { God nd you him. Pray 


for | cannoe forget you, Yar tp Ber 
oF y S. R.” 


— <Aberd. 1857« . Your loving 
Ty rhe 6d BUSBIE. 
MISTRESS; 


Race, mercy and peace be:to you :1 am to hear 
+ chat Chat ae youre 00, 10d char y made 


him your one thing: Where many acc painfully wmv 
choral, Ear tp rar in 


== = pore Z "2 he tk gag 
many years, 10100) to evgage 
wants ann He to (ay Dn 
Iyi could with , that 1 gould fvim through hell and 1 


” 


lb a 


114 Mr. RuTwtnto0kD's Epiſt, 55. 
all rheill weather in the world, and Chrift in my arms ; 
but it is >y&rilagd folly, char excppr Chrift come unſent 
for, I dow not go to ſeek him: When he aud Lfallin 
, reckoning , we are both behind, Hein payment, and lin 
counting ; aud ſo merches lic ſtill wird, and counts unclear 
redberwixtus.  O that he would rake his qwn blood for 
counts and miſcounts, that 1 might bea free man, and none 
_—_— claim co me. bur bnely , I I rs 

ink it no bondage to be rooped , compriſedand poſſeſſed 

by Chriſt , > 19 Penh Thiuk well of the 4+ eu 
ons of your Lord :1 Fori find anethiog , Haw not well 
before , thar when the ſaints are-under 5rials, and well 
humbled, little fins raiſe great cryes and war: rhowts, in 
the coaſcience ; andin prolperity conſcience is a Pope, to 
givedilpenſarions , and.{et out and in , -apd give latutude , 
and elbow -r00m ro-our heart, Ohow little care we for 
pardonar Chriſt's hand , when we. make diſpenſations! 
And all is burbairnr play 


vers of Salvation; is the wonder of Salvation: What 
more humble could lovebe ? and what an excellent fmell 


me 
bat 


ET SESEDEYNELEF 
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Epiſt. 6. Larrans. "5 
and the beſt plepiſhing chat is there, is Chrift; We ace all 
obliged to love beaven for Chriſt's ſake ; he gracech hea- 
yen and all bis Father's L ouſc with ha preſence: He is 
roſe that beaunfieth all the garden of God, a leaf 
of that roſe of God, for ſmell, is worth a world: Q.char 
he would blow his ſmell upon a withered and dead {oul! 
let ns then go onto meer with him, and to be filled wich 
the ſweetnels of his love : nothing will bold him from 
us 5\he hack decreed to pur time, ,: Gn, hell, devils , 
menand deach out. of the way , 2ndo tide the way 
berwixrtus and him , chat we may enjoy one. r.. It 
is ſtravge and wouderful., chat be would think loug in 
heaven without vs ,aud that he would have ehpmgery 


ven , and now-he (upper is abigiog op : Chinſtthe bride- 


groom with defice.is wair)pg on,tll the bride, the Lamb's 
wife, be busked foe/the marizage , andthe greet hef'be rid 
for the mertng of that joyful couple, . O what do 
we here? why fic hogan the 
priſon : Werz.jr noc belt to | 19 
our bleſſed match, our marrowand our 11 


recommend you. 
yy) 1637. wt) Yours in our Lard 
liſus, S.R, 
To'WILLIAM  RIGGE 
Of Atbernie. 
Much bonoured and wortby Sir, 


Y On tull of complaiats,bemoaning your guil- 
humbled me ; but give me leave to ſay, ye 
ſcem tobe roo far upon the law's fide , ye will not ga 
muchto be the Law's Advocar, I thought ye had nor bee 
the law's, bur grace's man; Nevercheleſs ante.” 


F 
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mA 6 your ſelf: whatever 


oomerey” 


ey. itwbr te dropoſbiad ale in the 

Eloarr om inar porhinghereco' be done , bur ler 
's doom light x aponthe man 2nd ler him brar 

gn Chriſt he was comdemned, 


5 —_— law + hack but - mh 9b Pre rung ice lec 
the blame rhereforelic, whetc the blame ſhould be , 
orrt tec barre lr rg vr 7 
7 
” 

om Thekss more hete', 05 
oo Grate's defence and Ckrilt's white throve , where- 
to @ fmaner condemned by the lawmay & : Burch: 
ofe thar T inte — is, I ary forty that] amv nor fo 


tender and thin + 5 though 1 am ſure Cheiſt wax 
_— ch ehogarne, ian whos bite 
outh upward 1 

td thatany miaiſtertn ponmanry d; a7 
aafwrrro: lon pang ha#donerhis, 1 paint- 

da andwrotm cafe for my ſetf, 

and le tninyffey , and the ftifhining on me , 

ttt einat heavert's partes: *Such and raw 


. + BY 
ta&T'of God: 7 thoughtivalls ofa feepir 

Devil, chat world owe the Hkeofme; lying in 

rhe yook's "neft', and dreamed 
of rate” ing wa fools paradiſe; burfiace 
I came hither, Iam often fo, as that they would have 
much Rherorick that would perſwade me , 'thar Chciſt 
hath norwriteen'wrath on my dumb aud Glenr Sabbaths: 


wonciva bicland, hacl can lekegiof, khlides we) & 
often I lic under anon-enrry » and would glady (cllall my 
joyes. to be confirmed inp. car —— de ky 
ſcaled afſurances;bur I { t- 
elt debres areaheſe two, 1. That Chris ney 342.4 me in 
hand co cure me, & undertake irene my | 
Honda under bis hand: EXE 1 (ill 

dondt, 1 believe throughaclond, that forrow; which hath 
no cyes,hath bat pu ta vail -on Chriſt 'slorve. 2. pleaſerh 


him often flace® catne Either ro comewith ſome ſhort 
blenks 


« 
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I FSESTTETAL 


Hr r2n7 os. 
q-M et Love ; ahi check; boca THe rin 
Gapovn tte ro praiſe higlove , and cando hin 90 ſRryice 
ſas Ithonghc once T didin Yi tem 
- oy th weithes and defires, 50 rake up hovie, & 
Gel i he wel-e and to ——Rn——_ 
Wigh : - ore —dkywheenieer of tne dv, to 


wefbeloved Lord 
i toe ſulpended pended orerer of my par 
For his gory? 1utn'faxe, if Te6uld 


erm 
will of irifP'stove , 4nd conld be once over head . ral pyfer! 
its, in' the Selieved,, upprehended , tint fron Tove of 
the Son vf Bod \, ir were the fulfmg of the de- 
dard oe happinefs word be ut; © bue rhe 
Whth i, 1 ty communion with Hitn , becauſe 
of watic of bbth faith and repentznce , an@ becauſe] orifi 
ab bf ChtifPs kifſes : 1 #1 neither trad not 


| I fee SICCIETES as a burgt 
fearh in av , an&whew my roor'is wi- 
thetts, & chen , thi © would —— 
brag whe” pb ÞcmaLier 
et lp. nothing/but delays , «rife ol 
= food; olds 6 fAfaMo red of 
hong $fir a fami 
Grate be with you, 
Aberd. 10, top Tour twn in His fweet Lorll 
—x6pp; © yoſur, SR, 
TV bi? worthy avdnench beocured friend 
if U LK ELIES 
and much honoured in our Lord ; 


R c, mer abq peace be to you : Tam glad of 
oanr more paper-acquaimahtce”: '$ 
bare 


TD 


x39 Mr. Rur mnanrocrld's Epiſt, £12 
have one father , it reckonceth the Tels we acver 
ſaw one anothers face. I profeſs my (elf ow 
to follow che camp of luch a worthy and revow 
caprain , as Chriſt. Ob alas! Ihave caulc robe gri 
thar men expe any thing of ſucha wretched manas 1 
am: It is a wonder tome , if Chriſt can make any thing 
of my aaughac, ſhoct gay © to him, ſuccly 
it is nor worth. the upraki 24 our lovely and 
beloved Church, in lrelavd ; my heart bleederh for ber 
delolation.;. bur 1 believe our Lord is only lopping the 
vinctrees, but nor intending to cur them down ,,. or rooe 
them our, , Ir,1s true, ſeeing we are beert-eAtheiſt by na- 
tare, and cannoctake pronidence aright , ( we 
halr and crook , cvcr we fell) wedream of an hal 
ng pooneerness, 2835 rod's ard, whereby. he mcaln- 

joy and ſorrow ro the ſons of men,, were crooked 

and unjuſt , he are on horſe-back, and Prin- 
ces go-on foot, but eur. Lord dealeth good and evil , and 
ſome one portion or other to both , by. ounce-weighes ; 
and meaſurerth them in a jaſt and cyen ballance. Its 
bar folly ro meaſure the. Gola by ſammer oc wimer- 
weather : The ſummer-ſun of che {aincs ,  {hinerh nor on 
them in this life : how ſhoald we bavecomplained , if 
the Lord had turned the ſame providenee, that we now 
ſtomach at , up ſidedown , and hadordered maccers thus, 
thac firſt che ſaunas ſhould have enjoyed _o_ Py 
and caſc,and then Methaſalem's days of ſorrow and daily 
miſcries 9m. aumgarior 7 Br not Dope 60 it 
certainly his ways arc ing out. 3.Yecomplain 0 
Ge aeadhoers abate, buricionwa heiſt, then 
any mancan be, that ye write of that : Oh, light finds 
not that reverence & fear,as a plant ofGod's ſetring ſhould 
find in-our foul! How do we by nature,as others,detain 
and cepitivat the truth of God in unrighteouſneſs » and lo 
make Ged's light a bound priſoner ? andeyen when the 
priſoner breaketh the jayl and cometh out , in belief 
of a Godhead, and in 


Re notion by fag aan nn 
put our in in fecters : Certainly e comer 
great miſt and clouds 


from the lower part ef our {oul, 
T 


ome pritice of holy obedience , 
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afeHions', to the higher part } which is our 
*ither natural” or renewed, as ſmoke ina 
lower tonfbtedketh vp , and defiterh rhe houſe above*: 
If wehad tnote praftice of obcdictice , we fhould have 
more ſoand {ight. ' Lthioks,. lay afideall other guiltineſs, 
this one The violence done to God's candle m our foal , 
weres ſwfficient dittdy againſt us ; for there is no hel 
ing of this3 bur by ſtriving to ſtand in aw of God's 
light,” left light tell tales of us ,' we' deſire little to hear : 
bar ſince iris not withour God, that ih frrerh neigh- 
bour to' will; ('4 lawleſs Lord) nomarvelthar ſucha nei 
bourſhould leaverrour ludgement , and darken our /ioht. 
I fee there is # heceflity , ' that we proteſt againſt the dogs 
of the" ol#f man; "ahd raiſcrup 2 party againſt our worlt, 
half ro accuſe; rondema , Tencerce , - and with for- 
row bemoay the dominion of fin's Kingdom ; and with- 
al , make Law," inthe new Covenant, agaialt oor guifti- 
neſs; for Chriſt once condenmed ſininthe flerh, and weare 
to condema it over again : arld ifrhere had not been ſuch a 
thing as the grate at jeſus , 1 ſhodld harelouy fince givem 
up with heaven, and with the expectation re ſee Godz 
But grace, grace» free grace, , the'merits of Chiift 
for nothivg; - white and fair and large Saviour-mercy 
which is atother Fort” of thing then creature-mrercy ,” or 
aw-merty\, "year thouland degrees above < Higelomercy Þ 
hath' beea and awilt be rhe reck, that we, drowned 
ſouls, muſt frim to: New waſhivg, renewedapplica- 
cation of parchaſed redemption by char ſacred , that 
ſealeth the free Covenant, is a thing of daily and koutly 
uſctoapoor finger: Till we be is heaven, our ifſucof 
blood will not bequite dryed np; andiberefore we muſt 
teſol re rs apply prace'to our ſou! ,” frem the new aud 
livivg way; and fefus, who cleanfeth and curcth the 
leprous ſoul ,/ lovely Jeſus, muſt be our ſong on this 
fide of heayens gites : * And even when we have won 
the «caſtle then 'ovaft we eternally fing > Worthy, 
wor thyis the Linh, <oho hath ſaved ns , and warhed us in ha 
own blood. ' I would counſel all the ratſomed ones ro earn 
this ſong ; aud ro'drink and be drunk with the love of Je. 
ſas, O lane, O bigheſt, Olorvlieft one, open the well? 
G O water 


Pa 


_ 


(Nas 
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© water the burnt and wirhered trayellers with love 
of thine! I chink ir's poſſible on carch to build a youne 
new leruſalem, 2 little new Heaven of this ſurpa 
love. Godeither (cad me more of thus love, or rake me 
quickly over the water » where 1 may be filled with big 
love: My ſoftneſs cannot take with want; 1profels, I 
bear not hunger of Chriſt's ove fair; 1 know not, if I 
play foul play with Chriſt , bur 1 would haye a liok of 
that chain of his providence mended, in pincing and de- 
laying the hungry on- waiters, | For my felt, Icould wiſh 
that Chriſt woyld let out npon me more of that love: Yet 
to ſay Chriſt 12a Niggard to me, I dare not; and if 1 fay, 
I have abundance of his love, 1 thould.lye; 1 am half 
ſtraitncd :o complain and cry , Lord leſas hold thy band ne 
Tenger.. Worthy Sir , Jtt me have your Prayers in wy 
bonds. Grace be with you. 
eAberd. 7. Sept. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Jeſus, $.R. 


CEE 


To TAMES LINDSAY. 


Dear Brother : 


oo] daily obſerving of God's going a- | 
longſt with you , 14 his comiog , going, ;riod | 


Aowing , embracing and kiſhog , gl and ſtrike - 
jug , giveth me (awnicleſs and lazie oblerver'ot che Lord's 
way and working) an hearic ſtroke : could/1 keep fght 


othim ,. aud knaw wheo I want, and'carry as became | 
me in that condition, 1 would bleſs my But, 1. | 


For deſcrtjovs , 1 think them like lieing-ley of Icanand 
weak land, \ for hows Years, whit ir ar og for a 
berter crop: 4t 1s pollible to ald, where it may 
had , SOA alaon fight. Oh it I could bus one 
foot, or half afoot, nearer into Jeſus, in ſuch a diſmal 
; might asthat , when he is aw ; I ſhould think iran hap- 
abſence, 2, If Lknew the beloved were ogly gone 
'for_rrial, and for further humiliation , and not 
noked our ofthe houſe with new provocations,1 would 
"Forgive deſcrrions , and hold my at his abſence; 
- Þur Chrilt's bought abſence (char 1 booghe with my fio) 
ws 1s 


— 
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Epift. 64. arr. 147 
isrwo running boils ar once , ——_— and 
what fide then can f licon? 4. k know:, asnight and 
ſhadows arc good for flowers, and moow- light aud dews 
are betrzs thana concipual {up ; fo is Chreit's abfcace of 
ſpecial uſe , a th Shark "_— nouriſhing vicruc in icy and 
'veth ſap to humility , puſterh an on huoger , 
Cl fornitberhaLic feld io faith ro par icfelf, and 
ro execciſe it's fingers in gripping it: ferk | nor 'whar, 
4- It is mercy's wonder, and grace's wondersthat Chrift 
will lend a piece of the lodgrog , and: a bark rhamber be- 
fide himſelf, TIE loſts; ITE up; neo 
ſhould houle 1n opr foul: 
couch py wr; Y. ſeives into mn cl pp 
Chriſt comerh in ,' and. (cem t6:lic as dea@underhic fect g 
yet they often break our again: And that afoot of the 
old man , or a leg at arm nailed to Chriſt's croſs} looſerh 
the nail , or breaketh aur again-; and yer Chriſt, beſids 
this unruly and miſoarnuced ncigbbour ; can {till 'be 
makiag heaven in the ſaints, oneway orother : May not 
lay, roma oboe ep nt Yer here be maſt 
be; bur I will butlooe my feerto go on into this ' 
and wonder ; for free mercy and infinice merits: c 
lady tn Chriboodin, beſide (ach a loachſome gued 
as ha. 574 Sanftificarion and mortificationof our s 
are the hardeſt part of ernmwea : 4t is: inmdanet ue 
natural to us i@ leap 4 when woſce the new [eritſaten os 
© laugh , when weare ntkled': joy 15 not under Com 
mand, oratour nod, when Chrilt kiſſer}: 1 burO heyy 
many of us would have Chriſt divided in--two habves;, 
that we might take the half of him' oaly | and take his 
office , leſus and Salvation; but Lord is a \cumberſorye 
word, andt@ obey and work out our own ſalvation and i 
perfe# balineſs, 1s the cumberſome and Rooney th -/ 
tide of Chriſt, & that we eſchewand-hifr. | 6. For your® | 
queſtion; the acceſs that reprobars have roChtilt{ which! 
1s, none at all ; for ro. the Father 'io | 


L nas; . Adv: 
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cau mote fujly facicfieyon; bat 1fhalt ſpeak in beief,what 
I abinpkotas 10vhelt aflertions. x AWGEES juſtice to- 
wad man and $ Rowerh from an a& of the abſolur, 
{arcraiga tree will of God whois our former and porters 
«end we arc but chay;;' for ff hehad fotbidden co ear of the 
jchobcher the Gargen of Fien, 'dbdcommaixted 
tein tnearotthe rrevof browledge of prod and evil, thar 
command n6 doubt had been a5 juſtas this', Eat of aT the 
ters”, but nets aldof the thee of bnowulere of good and evil: 
+hje ceafans; becaudohis will 1s befote hrs juſtice, by order 
oi matate;aad&whidr ishis ill, is his juſt ite, and he willerh 
vor thingy wirkbuc himſelf ;' becauſe they atepuſf: God 
caabor , God feeds not han fanRity, holineſs or righte- 
ow{arſs from clings 3-wicthourhimfelf; and fonct from 
Htattions bf men arffogelpbecaufe his will is eflenrially 
ol} ad jaſt, ahttho prime rule of holincls and juſtice : 
asthe firtis aaturaſlylighr, and inclives upward, and the 
catth heave, and-unclines downward: ' The x; aſſertion 
then ts) That God ſxichro reprobats,belirve it Chyift (who 
Iaghnordyed for Four falvation) and ye (bal be ſaved, is 
Mit and rig nc;decaule his crernal andefſemially Lit will, 
hath.lo coated and decreed: {uppoſtadoucal reaſon fprak 
alt this +> chis1s che deep aud ſpecial} nipſtery ofthe 
dl .Godbath obliged bard and fiſt alt the feprobars in 
whbleCharch ro botiove this promiſe, be that believer 
«1240 ſaved;and yet in God's decroe aud [ooret mtention, 
isvo-ſalration arall decreed andiatendedio repro- 
hats 20d;yer cheobligaion of Gsd, 'beirg from his So- 
veigignfreomwrill;izmoſthuſt, as faid ivinrthe t/aflertion. 
i*6Aſertiont Thierightcous Locd ark right over the 're- 
probersand ail reaſonable ercacrures), rharviolathis com- 


w&6dmen | | 
- Gidfecketh of reprobars))is, That thy relic vpen Chriſt, 
"—, pajting of own righteontneſs, leaning whel- 
: Indeovicl'allbumbly, as3yeary & {loader upen Chriſt, as 
- - Gathe reſt: elaid in Zi; but he ſecks not ;"thac 
2 Without beutg Seaty ofrhicir fin they retie onChriſt, may- 
©5 Ling'sSarigur; tarta'tely on Chriſt and Horto be weary 
vt 1k prefabuptionry) nor fairh: faith is-6vcr geighbour 
| 4 contritedpirit ; and it is 191 Faith can be, 
| | where 


F 
- 


ts, this iscafic,” 4. Aſertion: The fairh that þ 
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Fpiſt "fs, 1 © Eoerruns 11 Fa 
rothete'is not/a alter doWh at 4 conviiee tea tran 
ſome meaſtire for ſin; Now it ivcertain, 'GvdcommatÞ 
deth nv man ropreſirire, "1. Hs ev Pegs 
ate not abſolmily obhged 20 behovey, rliaeCheiſt dyed ton 
them in-particular}:for in tru , geither-reproburs hes \ 
others are tsbelicre-alye; only theyeteobliged : 
20 believe Chriſt dyed for ther ifthey 68 Hirſt wearys 
burdened,Ge-#ck & condetnned my theivowsy ronſciences 
and ſtrikengdead and kiljed with che law's fenrence y arid 
hare indeed embraced him as offered; which is a (icond 63 
Jubſcqueutadt of farchy,* following after coming trohms 
and cloſing witkbin; ' 6, Aferciow:! Keprdbatrarencd 
formally guilty of contenipr.ot Gadi;randmivbclith; hes 
cauſe rheyapply nos Ghiilt and the protmiſeset the Gol- 
pel co themſelves iyfiacticular; tor ſo chey (grmld be guyl- 
r7 ecant they beliexe. nora lyc , which Gaduescr objt- 
ed them to believes 7, Afertgont bath adAhtio 
—- mſh rebrodars ATE, fot p os tt A <5 Soma 
in their ownrcighteon fuels the yrvlig por bnan Cagylt 2s 2 


a 
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woe and ſout:; if ye find fin a burdens and can, and 
&v. reſt, under that- barden ,; npon Chriſt ;" if this be 
onier, RBOW-cOMe and w_ in particulat , ot rather ap- 
wks lenſe par s = my judgment iz is a fruit of belief , 


got be —_ good will, intention, and 
_ of God ancnt your. ſalvation : Hence, 


Gp 
Tow 6 alice by re tobats and * contempr. of 
Chriſt ,) guiky they arc » and juſtice hath Jaw againſt 
ahem : And which is the myſtery , they cannot come up 
rw Chriſt , becauſe he-dyed not for themy bur their lip is, 
tha they longohis their "——_ tocame to Chriſt ; and 
he who. lerth tis chains , deferveth chains 1 And thus 
an ſhort, remember wy bonds. 
Aberd. Sept, 7. eas Ha, 1% ova 
1637- Jeſus, R. 


—— ———. 
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T te Ent ef CASSILEULS. 
Ady very re aryre and Noble Lord; 


\ Race, merey and be to your Lo: pardon me to 
QF expreſen defire re your Lo: for Zions lake, 
COP vl ourpeace. 1 know your 

ba: will ke my pl on this behalf.in rhe berter 
tr, becan{# che of 4 falling and wed Church 


' Tbetjeve yout Loris one-of Zion's friends, and 
z for tathai the Lord ſhall coout and 
herd ned it ſhall be wricten, '#hi man was 

| : e decauſe your Lo: isa born Son of 
'Thope ypur tefire is, that the beaury and glo- 

of rhe Logd may dwell inthe midſt of the ciry , where- 
NE RES 
or our place an re, io the Son 

ave awd for big ke ro be k kindto his oppreſſed and 
wrenged Bride, who now in the day of her defolation 


RA baby afar tharare the” of the earth : 1 
< many Kiogs , Prigees and Nobfes , in che day of 
dfrcoddieo min would be to runerrands for 
Chriſt neg nt and warer; but in 


that'd of their ſervice; Now he is 
irony lore hopn' ar ———— 
ine 
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che earch; when men are ſerring their (honlders ro Chriſt's 
fair and beauriful tenvin chis land, to loofe it's ſtakes and 
to break irdown;and certainly fuch 25 are not wich Chriſt 
are zgaiuſthim: and blefied (tall your Lo: be of the Lord, 
blefſed ſhaflyour Houſe and Seed be,and blefled{hall yous 
Homouy be', if ye empewnd'and lay in Chriſt's hand the 
Earidom of Caſſils, (and ir is but a thadow in compariſons 
of the cieymade-withour'hands)) and lay ir even at the 
fake, rather then Chriſt and boru-down rruth want a 
witneſt of 'you, agaioſt the apoltacy of this land, Ye 
hold yoar lands ot Chriſt , your charters areunder his 
feal, anFhe'who hath many crywneon hishead, dealerh, 
cytreth , and rarverh picces of this clay- hericage ro men , 
ar his pleaſure. Iris fictle your Lo:hath wo give him ;be 
wilt gol aj 4-0; wh ner age but ſhall-furely pay 
Home your loſſes for his cauſe. tr is batour bliered eyes 
that look thorow a falfe glaſs ro thisidv]. oe foe 
think fomerhing ofic. They who with their] 
blog Ct date) corof}ige fora ine, Kive vie 
ping, our wan ,- ve now 
no Shins conteie efiis world, but a»x-piece r__ 
wel-loftred clay: mr een magngne ike a 
motion} carr Lo: our of it * And rs goterervi 
com? fx # tk bande deharieer 
here, mined Bop bach all you, the Nobles, lyi 
in the ſhell of his ballante)] eſtremeth you;,. accordt F. 
/ 7 the bridegroom's friends or foes” Your Howon- 
Anceſtors , with cthehazard of their Tives ,, brov 
Chrift to our hands; aod'ir ſhall be cruelry ro the Polte., 
rity , if ye foſe himrothem. Oneof our tribes, Levi's 
Sons , the watrhmen, are falten from the Lore), and have: 
fold their mother, and their father alſo , and rhe Lotd's- 
rrath , for their new Yelvet-world , and rheir Satin-church,. 
Ifyethe mag 2 oa Chriſt © fp, now whicn his back is 
at the wall, (7 may{d ſpeak ] rhen may we ſay, rhas 
the Lord hath-caſten water upon Scotland's ſmoaking. 


coal: Burwehope berrer things of you. lt is no wildom, 

however it de the State-wiſdom now in requeſt , to be fi-- 
lent,” when they are caſtiug lots far a better thing then 

Chriſt's. coar,, Alt this laod 


and every man's.part. of: 
@& 4 the- 
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the play for Chrilt , andtcars of poeraud friendicls Zien, 
( now going dool- likein fackcloch ) are up in heaven be- 
orc our Lord, and there is no queſtion. but our, king.and 
Locd ſhall be maſter of the fields ar length, and we would 
all be glad ro divide the ſpoil with Chriſt, andtoride in 
criomph with him ; but Oh how few.weill takeacold bed 
of itrawin the camp , withhim! How..fain would men 
harea wel-tharched houſcabeve thei heads , all che way 
te hcaveu? And many now would go toheayen the land 
.ws7 {for they love not tobe ſea-fick) riding up.toChrift 
upon footmentels, an r4t!ing coaches , and rabbate the heir vel- 
vet withthe Princes. of 224 Lpad , in the; higheſt fears, | 1 
ahis bethe way Chrlt called (trait and .natromy , I quitall 
Kill ofthe way to. ſalvarion... Are they Ag ronfrg 
Chriſt and rhe Goſpel? _ Have they not aus Buy Our Los 
T7 to the market, avd be trho owbideth. his ie 
[ ger him? , O.my Degr, and Noble, Lord. »/.. 
Chow it the wind. be. i, your face, ro. back our _ 
Iy Captiam; be.couragious.for him : fegr got thele who 
| 22 no ſubſcribed leaſe of days, che worms, {hall car 
ngs.: FTE A Vai be.your fear; And then, , ap 
c Lord lircth, the vickory 2s yours, It is truc, many arc 
Rees agoy, way to heaven ; but myſoul for theurs, 
z Tod ga this be gerbe pal way » Whaſc cad 
235.Chriſt's father's hogly experience , 
archs 547 a Logs ficſt..; 7 TAs ExPF7 mc in 
the truth and aſſurance. o This: Ler Dadtors and learned 
men = of plnicongy co bo rſwadedthis ische way : the 


bottom hath fallenourof_ och. their wit and conſcience ac 
once ; Foes begoiled em inewe have fallen 
mpon the hazard , if Lalonehad res. 


ſouls, my nt npen Fe ſtone, that many now break 
their bones upon., Le: them rake this. far, world, Oh poor 
and hungry is theic paraghſe / (Therefore let me. encreat 
your Lo: by your cOOmrAmags 5 betare Chriſt, now 
while chis picce of the afternoqn of POPE: y 1s 'belvre 
> ( fac ye know por when. your turp > and 

erernicy ſhall benight_ you ) Ict_ your r-- honour and 
might worldly 'be cor our, Lord Jeſus; , And io his rich 
CG and tender mcrcy » and tothe aerer- dying com: 

ces 


tD—__ cc 
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Race» yandpeace hn 0.26% hip lng 
in6ns palt be Condked hong 
akon Le temember, he (aid, youtjummer' 
dayes would bqve. clouds; and your roſea prickly yaw 
belide i it: 15 unmixtia 4carcn, all en all mers wo 


It is Te part to take Chriſt, as he is to be had in this ith, 


qur oY "oh world.y in, ptwp: Over inÞi 
as. milling to. quit) RE b him..© a315ke. as iw9r; 10, 
A roy in-. But theſe who woold ;akethe world, 

all rheir on_thelr back, and tun away from, 


CET by the way » andleaye their bu dem. 


> hk themſelves. Wel,weres 
my Gl Tn have z ”m= = foul, oyeria Chiles $- 


: 
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hands; let hjim'be forth-comiog' for all. . Mauy ark, 
how I do? I anſwer , none can be but well tharate in 
Chriſt :. And if Lyere not ſo , my ſufferings had melted 
me away in athes and ſmoke ; 1: my Lord., thathe 
hath ſomerbing in me that this fire wir & conſume. Re- 
member my ldveto your SO. and ſhow him from 
me, 1 dcfre rhar be may {ct aſide all things , and make 
fare work of falvatioo, that it be yors ſeeking}, when 
theſand-plaſsis run out , aud time and eternity ſhall rryſt 
togethes :" There is'no errand fo weighty as this : O chat 
he woul# take itto/beart; Grace be with 
cAberd, - Yours Chet leſus his 
Lords - $.R. 


mm . 


' "To the Lady” 
DUNGUEILGH 


” MISTRESS; 
ns to hear from o ther on with Chrift: 
rp ſare'thax Chirift on hh I fe 
ur ; ereis 5 ra 
dined ea jabs of Fr heyy; foe Iok vg Fs 
Aiypoy age berg, that wEnifiſton re 
Chriſt; ''1 believer 3 good gorntry we 
ey and there is iff ] this ſmoaky 
world, in which we its + © that 
pe ould he ok fwd land lo et derhour 
! Iewerrom ro er Chr 
ardro AR ood er arrrbotg iy che upper fide 
of the vail." Chitiſt and are now irevring, 1 
tes, and dtc bliad'who ſee not Scotland ded in 
ev camps; LOVE coming ont with kig white 
ner of fore, and he over the heads of his 
ſo0ldiers: And the other ptain , the Dragon, iscome- 
.- yang cat black gg, and criech , the world, 
cafe, bone + whole thin, and 6 ſoft 
xr thy —_ there” lic je he, td leave Chriſt to fend for 
Dinelf” My counſ{Tis ye come'our and leave the 


multizude, andler Chiiſt have your company: Ler them 


rake 


OTE CPD poQ Uo D own Sp ws. ue. 


SEFRBOBESEt2 5 on 


wk UsrtYtirs' 
y and this preſerr world ,. who lover: cuff) 
a more worthy and noble portion: Bleſſed are cheſe who 


ed get him © jr is good ece rhe ſrorm riſe to make ready all',. 

he and'to be preparedro go tothe camp with Chriſt , fem 

\e- he wilt nor keep the hooſe , nor firar the fire-(ide , bi: 4 

mM conchers + A ſhower for Chrilt is linle enongh: Oh Þ 

ke find a toolitthe forhim! Woe, woe, woe's me, that 

en thaveno propine for my Lord Jeſus :. My love is (o feck- 

yt I&fs), thar it 15 a ſhame to offer ic ro him, Oh if it were: 

LAT as broad as heaven, as deep as the ſea, I would gladly 
beſtow ir upon him ! I perfwade you, God is wrin 

grapes of red wine for Scotland, .and this land wang ok 

and fall :- His enemies (hall driok the thick of ity. 

andthe grounds of it; Burt Scotland's withered ree (hall 
bleſſom again , and Chriſt ſhall make a ſecond marriage 
with her, and cake home his wife our of thice furnace: 
bur if our eyes ſhall ſee fr, he knowerh who hath creacred: 
rme,. Grace be with you, 

eAberd. Yours in his ſweet Lord 

rift: 1637; Jeſus, S. R. 

ou xy Safe wn 

= | %,JONET MCCULLOCH 

eo Gs ace mercy and peace be to you; Hold'on your: 

Aa y 


r it Ne I will zot foon fee you z- 


that reretheo \ the th Wl 

our loſt yor ja the throng, of this-gr 

i wo Ler Chriſt kaow $8 heavy, Fo how- on 
a- ſtone Weight you ,, and your cares , burdens 

and (ins are ; [et him beat all; Make the brig fc dy bo 

f? get charcers and” writs paſſed and 

6d arms for the barrel, & keep you faſt by C NY 

and then let the wind blow out of whatairthir will 

ſou will not blow in the (ea. I fiod Chriſt the nl 7088 

able Friend and companionin tlie Morlges me now; the 

need and uſefulneſs 36 C2 of Chriſt is ſeen beſt in trials. Qhir 


of all chings afcer Chriſt , "and 


wy enperel oe! his room ! Lodge him in 
x Husband to ſeek the Lord ;, I 
we ror which. |» Sioa —_ ; I do not foriie 


lum 
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him, I taught you the whole'caunſel of Gead,, and de+ 
livered.it to you;, -will be inquired for, .ar your-hands; 
have if in readineſs, apain{t the rime qa Lordack foc 
it: make youro meer the Lord ; and relt and Hleep inthe 
Jove of thar faireſt among the ſons of men; Deſire Chriſt's 
beaury : giveontallyonrlovera him , and let none fall 
by : Learnin prayec taſpeakeo him : +help your other's 
foul, anddefire hex from me , to ſerk the Lord and his 
falyation ; ic 1s nor ſoon found; , many guls it, Grace 
be with you. 


eAberd, 1617." - Your L oving Paſtor , SR. 
 TewyLord CRATIGHALL.. 
My Lore; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
yrn—_ 
, 


l| Cannot expeynd your Lo: contrary tides, and: theſe 
tentations wherewith ye arc afſavited... to be any ©- 
ther thing bat Chriſt crying you, and ayiog unto you , 
and will ye alſo leave me? 1am fare, Chriſt a great ad- 
yaorage againſt you , if ye play foul play to him ,, in that 
the holy Spirit hach done his part, 'n evidencing to your 
eon{c:epce , that this js the way of Chiriſt; wherein 
fhall have peace ; andthe other, as fuareas God liverh,the 
eAnticbriſt's way : Th-refore as ye fear-God , fea®your 
light , and ſtagd io awe of a convincing conſcience : it is 
fir bertex for your Lo: ta keep yobr Fanlcicnce., and ta 
h2zard, in ſuch a honourable cauſe, your place, then wil- 
fully and” againſt your light, #0 £ lzineſs : 
ings cannot beal broken cop{cietices ;, and when death 
add judgrneot ſhall comprjze_your foul , your coun(cllers 
and others eaano; becamecaytionse Juſtice for you,: Ere 
it be long, our Lord will par a final determinatiovigg Hts 
of Parliament and mens laws, and will clear you | 
Met and Abgtls of incneayjaſt ſentences, Ye received 
Honour, aad Place, and Authority, and Riches and Re- 
tation from your Lord, to fer forward and advance the 
Tbirties and freedom of Chrilt's Kingdom; Men, , whoſc 
eopſciences are made of ſtourneſs , think little of ſuch 
marters , which- notwithſtanding incroach dire&ly upon 
Shit rovantbrrents. ynonigmcathink is 9. gh 


* 


TS ©». 02m Ac wwe, a a. 


«+. ixT 7 3k 2) \ 


C 
| \* Farah: ts pot-onr lid Anal: girnd ral che 
Lord's falling Ask ,..but got bim'his life. + And who - 
donbtcth , -bue-a-carnal fricnd will adviſe you ;/ ro thnt 
your window , and pray beneath Nears = Ye make 
tao great. din, mjth your prayers; lowonid a Head. of -wit 
yif ye were. in Dowel's place : Bur mens over-gil+ 
will nothelp you, when your conſcience is 
like torive witha double charge. Alas, alas ! when will 
this world learnco ſubmic their wiſdom , to the wiſdom 
of God. . Lam fare, your Lot hath found rhe trurh ; go nor 
then to ſearch it qrer again ; for it is ordinary fer men to 
make doubts, when they have a mind to deſert the rruth. 
Kings arc not their. own, men, their waysare in God's 
hand, .1 rejoice aud amr.glad, that ye reſolve to walk 
with Chriſt, hewbcirais courtbe thin, Grace be with 
your Lo, 4: | Ro 
eAberd-Sapt. 7, Yaur Lo: in his ſweet Maſter and 


"E634 oi 5 hordleſws, SR. 
 7#* WILLIAM RIGGE 
Of Athergy. 

Warts end muth bombured: Sir{ 


t 
Prethe At they beer on; Loni tg 5, tokcepusin 
W , 


ner cg y neither any mare pain: 2nd theretare we ſhall 
[cave chem bchiod us 


fp, evcochis wall! 


beth mend it (elf ,. rather chan I ir, in compariſon: of 
che.cyragny of the lawleſs fecth pad wicked ncighhent 
T | £ 


T52 Myr. RuTHERFOOR D'S | 
thac dwelteth befide Chriſt's new creature : Bar Oh, 
is chat which prefloth me down, and paineth me :;* Jeſt 


violence tothe new man. O bur we have cauſoto carry 
low fails, and to cleave faſt to and nd free, free 
grace! Blefled be our Lord, that ever that way was found 
out : if my one foor were in heaven , and my ſoul half 
in» if free-will and corruption were abſolute Lords of 
me , 1 ſhoald never win wholly in. O bur the fweet, 
new and living way , that "Chriſt hath ſtroke up to our 
home, bea ſate way ; 1 find now preſence and acceſs a 
reater dainty than before , - bar yer the Bridegroom 
ooketh through the lattes , and thorow the hole of the 
door. Ohif he 
the other fide of the water. Grace be with you. 
eAberd. Sept. 30, Yours im bs ſaveet Lord 
1637. leſas, S. R- 


Te the Lady 256 
KILCONQUHAIR. 


nr ments 

ve, mercy and peace betoyon : T received your 
If tener: 1 am heartily cotolay* lore and Chem 
this may and' wronged cauſe of Chriſt ,. and rhar 
now fo many are mifcarried , 'ye are in any mea- 
ſure taken with the love of Jeſus : weary hot , bur come 
10, aodſeeif there” be not more in Chriſt, than the 


tengreof Men and Angels can _— If ye ſeek a gateto: 


heaven , the way isinhim , or, he isir: What yewanr 
i6rreafured vp in Jeſus ,- and be faith, all his are yours , 
even his Kingdom, he'is content to divide it berwixr 
him » yea his throne and his glory, Luke 21. 
30. 19917, 24. Rev,z. tt. And therefors take pains 
to climb up rhar beſieged hauſe to Chriſt ;* for Devils, 
Men & armics of temprarious are lying abour the houſe , 

to 


and 1 were on fair dryland togerher , in - 


CLE BEE ENMSECNDYIY _COCTTTrAAOIRMID DD GE. EN YC ST _]"S"EETEc TT 
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IByiſt. 69. Larrz ns 159 
t© hold our all that arc our, and it is taken with violence : 
It is nota {imooth and cafic way , neither will your wek - 
ther be fair and pleaſant; bur whoſbeverſaw the inviſi- 
ble God and the fair ciry , make no reckoning of loſſes 
or croſſes: in ye muſt bez coſt you! whar it will , ſtand 
not for a price, and forall that ye have,to win the caſtle; 
the rights to irare won to you, and it is di/poned to you , 
in your Lord Jeſus's reſtament, and fee what a fair legacy 
yourdying Friend Chriſt hath left you: And there want- 
ethnothing bur poſſeſſion, Thew get op, inthe ſtrength 
of the L ntorercie werercopebeſichargded lend: 
It is better then a land of Olives and Wine-trees; for the 
tree of lite', that beareth twelve manner of Fruits Wvery 
mimeth, is there before you, and apure I. clear 
as chyyſtal , proceeding-vnt 'of the throne of God and of the 
Lamb , wi 4k en ; Say + 4 
_ Gractous jr 6 arg Hs he z who hath _ you 
to his Kin lory. The ciry is yours by free con- 
CS er 


queſt and and rheretore Jet Do uncourh Lord- 
ido{ put you from your own, The Devil hath cheared the 
fimple heirofhis Paradife , and by enticing us toraſte of 
the forbidden Fruit, hath , as it were , bought os ont 
of our Kindly herirage: ' Bur our Lord, Chriſt Jeſus, 
hath done more they b the Devit'by ; for be hack 
redeemed the oodſet , and made the poor heir free rotho 
iphetiracce; '1f weknow the glory of our elder brother 
ih heaveu, we would long to be there ro ſee him, and 
ro get our fill of heaven 1 We children think rhe @arth a 
ftirgirden”, burit is but God's out-field , and wild, cold, 
barrct ground : All things are fading that are here: Iris 
dur happincely ro make {ure Chriſt to ont ſelves. - Thus 
remembring my love to your Huſband, avd wiſhing 
w him what 1 write t© you; 1 commit you to God's 


render mercy. 
Abrrd. Sepr, 11, Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1677. leſus, S, K. 


l 


Th 
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Honowableatd Chriſtian Lady; | - eo 


" Race,mercy and peace bc te yon: Lcannotbut write 
ro your La: of the ſweet andglorious terms 1 am 
in with the moſt joy ful. King that ever was z uoder this 
well-thriving and profperous croſs : itismy Lord's ſalvar 
tion. wrought by, his'own right hand, - that the water 
doth not ſattocat the breath of hope and joytul courage 
inthe.Lotd Jeſus : For hisown pecſons {hillin che camp, 
withghis poor ſouldicr. I ſce, thecroſs is tied with Chriſt's 
hind cothe end of an honeſt profeſſion +. We are bur fools 
to endeavour. 10 Jooſe'Chrilt's :knor,. When Iconfider 
the com fort of God , 1 durſt not conſent to. {ell or wods 
fet-my; ſhore life-cene of. the crofs of the Lord Jeſus,, 1 
know that Chriſt: bought wich-bis own. blood a right to 
ſanQifiedand bleſſed exaffes,, inas far , as they blew me 
over the wartr s tomy long dofivedbome z and it were 
pot good char Chriſtlhotle be the buyer and 1 che /elier. 
rar 7 —_ co ol ——_ Saitly alwF 
£ Fhope we thall. have'an parung at nignt » 
when this piece cold and froſty afrcxnoop-tidoof my-6- 
val and rough day ſhall de over; Well is py ſophot gather 
foxcer or four ,- chac Chriſt harh-any. part or parton in; 
i be beatthe one eodoit , 11 hall.be well with, oe. 
(ball digere | libel faukts agnnſt GhulF's croſs; at (hall 
have amy: teſtimonial wader my hag, as an bool} ad 
Gring-mean of Cheilt:,. far mortificarions 89d. faith;s 
growth. - 1 have a (tronger aſluraacts, face l-came gver 
Forth ,- ot the excellency.ot Jelussrheil had before. Lam 
rather about bim , thep 30 lym», while Lam abſentfe 
him , in this houſe of clay : But 1 would be jp heaven ic 
no other cauſe , but to — try , whatboundleſs joy 
ir maſt be, tobe over krad ahd cars.ig.my welbcloved 
Chriſt's love. O: thet fair one hath my beart fox evermore ! 
but alas, it is over little for him! Oif ic were better and 
more worthy for bis ſake ! Oif I might meet withahicn 
face ro face , im this lide of crergity , and avight have leave 


rs 


Bp 26. 
3 {14 


"Fpiſt.7 5, coolant In Te , 
40 plcad withhim , thac I am ſo huogred and familhed 
here, with the aiggardly portion of, hislove:, that hegives 
me |- O- that Lmight;þe carvec and ſteward 'my" (elf, 
at mineowemwill, of Chrill's love! ( if Lmay lawfully 
wiſh this) then would. Lenlarge my vofſel { alas! amar- 

row and cbbſoul) and takeing ſea of his love. My hun- 


r, foritis hungryand lean, w believing thateverl ſhall - 1 


be lacigfied with that love ,) {o'fein would: I bave 4 what 1 
know | cannot bold. O Lord leſus, delighteſt;thou, edighteſt 
thou, to pine and toyment poor ſouls with therwant bf thy mn- 
compareble leve 1. Oif 1:dar(t call thy diſpenſation: cruel ! 
I know , thou thy felf art mercy.,. withaxt tithes brim or bot- 
tom ; 1 know thou art a God banYul of mercy. and. love; but 
Oh alas ! little of it cometh my way: 1 die to look afar 
off tothat love, becauſe I can get bur lictle of it ; But 
hope- fatth-,-this providence thalt ert tong Took more 


* faypurably. yppa_popr bodies ,, and:mealfo.'. Grace 


be with your La: Spirir, 
eAberd, Sept; 10; Your Lat in bis ſweet Lord 
1637. Jeſus, ,,1S- Bo: 


_— | bm oth x 4— 
:: 1d My. :J-A:ME $ HAMILTON. 
uw” Reverend and Dear Brother ; 


: ;be to.you fram God our father, and fram our 
;\Lord Jeſus: Lam laid low,, when.l zemember what 


4 


had ſolitrte withip-, Iris a wooder , thas Cl UPS Sfory 
i 1m- 


Lam , and thatwy our-fide caſtcrh ſuch a luſtre , whea 1 


is por defiled, runging through ſuch. an uncleay. 5 
| td pel;, But {ce Chrilt will be Chalt , inthe dreg 
2 


refuſe of men: His art, his thining wiſdom, his beau- 


xy peaketh loudelt in blackaels , weakyels, draducls , 
JO DIrURg: Lee, nothing , no movey., vo worth, 
polite , 


29 | go deſerving is the, ground that oma; 


' p3epc7 delighterh.co draw glory out of.. O how ſweet is 


theianer:lide of the wallsof Chriſt's houſe, aud.a room 
belide himſelf! my fa from him makerk meſad, 


* - 


_O.chat we wereaw acbers arms ! O that the, middle things 


bermat. us: were removed ' I find it @ difficule mat- 


866 keg all Joy mich Clif: , when, he langheth, 


lcaree 
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ay 1 would fo fain have irrrne. Buck am 
ikea low manlooking up to. a high mountain, whom 
wearineſs and "rrwrrs onde I would climp up , 
bur I find that I do not advance in my journey , as 1 
would wiſh: Yet I truſt he. (hall rake me home againſt 
night. I macvel nor that c Antichriſt inhis flaves is ſo buſie; 
buc our crowned King (cerh and beboldeth , and will ati5: 
for Zion's ſafety. 1 am excocdingly diſtrated with ler- 
ters , and-company that vitit me ; what 1 cando, or 


time will it, tthall nor omit: Excuſe mybrevity,. 


for ham ſcaiened.. Remember the Lord's priſonct : 4 
dehireto be mindful of you. Grace, Grace be with you. 
eAberd. Sept, Yours in his ſweet Lor# 
1637. Jeſus, S.K, 
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"To Mr GEORGE DUMBAR. 


Roverend.and Dean(y beloved inthe Lord ; 
Race, mercy -and be to you : 'Becauſe your 
words wowed rows — I was filent, ex- 
peting ſome lines from you in my- bonds , and this is 
the cauſe why 1 wrote not to. you : byt now Lam forced 
to break oft and ſprak., t vever bthievet tilt gow , that 
- vewerevy wry ora be tound in Chriſt , inthis fide of 
death and: otheaven. O©cheravithmencs ofheavenly joy 
that may be had here , in the ſaqal! gleanvings of com- 
forrs that falf from Chriſt! what fools are we, who 
SEES IOSTSS 
is inthe very ea | irs of our 
hoped-for harveſts How ſweet , how ſweet is our infeft- 
ment ? O what thetz muſt perſonal poſſeſſion be ! Lind 
that my Lord Jeſus hach nor miſtooked or ſpile this Fweet 
croſs he hack ta e on the fire andthe melcing gold, to 
ſeparare rhe mjanls the croſs. O how much time would 
ir rake meto read my obligationg'to Jeſux, my Lord, who 
will neither have che faith of his own co be burnt to aſhes; 
nor yer will have a poor believer inthe fire co be half raw, 
Ee CLIT this is the wiſdom of him, 
who bath his fire in Zion and: ficrnace in leruſelnn, __ 
00 
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Epiſt, 72, 


om Es Devil or this malieions world by , or redeem - 
up » their kindneſs with halfa bair-breadrh of truck : He who 
s L 


is for his ſervant for pood ," doth powerfully over- 
inſt rale all thar, Iſee wy pride hach gnither! lock nordoor; 
fie; 1 am freein ny bonds, and my chains are made of rottem 
ur ſtraw, ro 1 not bide one pullof faich. tam ſure 
ler- they are in hell, who would exchange their torments with 
or one croſſes, ſuppoſe they ſhould 'never be delivered , aud 


ity, [| giverwenty thouſand" years rormenc to boot, to bem 
fr 4 our bonds forever : and therefore we wrong Chriſt, who 
x: fgh,and fear,and doubt,and defpond inthem. Our ſufte- 
2 are waſhen in Chriſt's blood , as well as our ſouls ; 


for Chriſt's merits boug hc a bleſſi ods croſſes of the 
God ;- and hatha of allour temp- 

" , | tations, thatthe free-4varders {hall comeout by law and 
G juſtice , in reſpe& of the infipite and grear ſum that 
the Redeemer paid. Our troubles owe usa free paſſage 

theovgh chem*: Jevils and men and croffes are our de 

your rers , and death and all torms arc our debrers, to blow 
, EX- our poor toffed bark vver the water fraught-free , aud 
his is toſer thetravellers im their own known ground : There- 
xrced fore we halt die and yet live: weare over the warer (fome 
that way) already; 'we are married, and out rother. good” is 
de of z we are already more then conquerours : Ifche 
y joy 1 andthe world knew , how the court with our Lord 
com- rad! ade gere> dere would hire death to take us of 
their ; eerie. are thr only wratk:and ruin of 

Aiog | cheblack : 40d" yet a Inflr and the Amichriſt 
four & muſt imelf with bones and fain bodies of the 
ifefr- Lamb 'sfollowers ; buc withal, we ſtand wichthe hundred 
Ind ou boo dew thouſand , who are with the Lamb , upon 
fweer ff theropofmonor Zim? Antichriſt and his followers are 
d, to | downintbe valley gronnd, we bave the advantage of 
yould E rhe bill: -onr cemrarions are alwayes beneath , our wa- 
, who £ tets are beneath one breath ; as and behold we live: I 
aſhes; | never beard before of a livitg » or aquick death, 
Fraw, | Þot ours: anr dearh is nor like the common death, 
Chriſt's fkiJf , hig handy work, and a new calt of Chriſt's 
art, may be item inour quiek death. 1 bleſs the 
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Lord, that alboys troubles come through Chriſt's Fe 
ger$ and thar he caſterh ſugar amovg them 4 and caſtes 
18 ſome ouuct weights of heaven avd gtthetpiritof glo- 
ry ( that zeſteth ou tuffcring>clicyers ) 10 our cup,, 11 
which theie is no raltc of hell. My gear Brother , _ 


all theſe becrer then]: I ſcod water tothe fea, to 


ſpeak of theſe things ro you : Butitcaſerh me , rodefire 
you to help me to pay tribute of praiſeco Jeſus, O what 
praiſes I owe him ! I would I were tn my fre hericage , 
that I might beg'o iopay my debrs co Jcfus. I entreatioc 
your prayers aud prailcs: 1 forget not you. 
eAberd. Sept. 1.7... Your Brother and jellow-[ufferer 
1637. | in aud for Chriſt >. S. R. 


To Mr.-\D'A V 1D: DICK SON. 
Reverend and wel-beloved Brother in the Lord ; 


Blcſa.che Lord , who hath ſo wonderfully ſtopped the 
pn-going of that lawlcſs proccts, againſt you. The 
Lord reigns, and hatha ſaving eye upon you and your mi- 
niſtry ; and therefore fear nor whatmen can do. I blels 
the Lord , thar the Irich miniſters find employanent, and 
the profeſſors comfort of their miniſtry: Believeme , I 
durit-not ,as lam now digoled » hold an honeſt brother 
out of the pulpit ; 1 craſt , che Logd ſhall guard.you », and 
hide you in.che_ſhadowy. of his hand : | 1 am;not pleaſed 
with 40y that acc againſt you in chax. ec this, ig proſpe- 
rity mens cenſcicuce will not ſtart at fall tins: Bur if 
ſome had beeaw here I have been, fince I came from you, 
a lictle mote would have cauſed theig eye water , & trou- 
bled theix peace. O, how ready, areweto incline to the 
world's-band ? Our arguments dcing, well examin*d,arc 
often drawafrom our gkin: the w skin and 2 peace- 
able tabernacle js a topick maxim , in grearrequeſt 1m, our 
logick. I find a little breirding of God's ſeed iu thistown, 
For the which the Doors have told me their. mind, that 
oy cannot bear with it, and bare cxaminedand rhreat- 
ned the people , that haunt my company : 1 fear I getacx 
leare to wigrer here; and w cher go, I know,not ; 1 
ami ready at the. Lotd's call, Iweald I could make ac- 
4 my | | | QUalntamnce 


54: "Lz T7 Tz s: 179 
aincance with” Chtiiſt's erols; forT find, comforts lye* 
rv; and follow upon the croſs, 1 fuffer it my name by 
them : I take'ir os 4 part of the'crucifying of the old 
miles Ter chew cur the throat of my credit, and do as. . 
they like beſt with it; when the wind of theireslumnicy 
harh blown away wy good natno from me; ' in che way 
to heaven; T know Chriſt will rake my name our of the 
mire ," and walhir, andreftore icyo me-agiin; 4 would 
hatgamiod [if rhe 'Lord- would bepleated 'ro give me 
iz] to be a fool for Chriſt's ſake. Spmecimes;,' while I 
have Chriſtin my arms; 1 fall aſlcep with che [weerne(s 
6f his preſence, and/hem my flety Reateth away out of 
arrs, abd when Tawake 1 miſs him. * Fam much 
comforted with my Latly Pitſlige , 'a pdod' woman , and 
$eQqaainred wich God's ways. Grace be with you; 


eAberd. SEE. 11+ © 
1637; 


Yours ii bis h weet Lord 
Teſas , $. R. 


———— 


To theright honourable , 1; Lord 
L«.0.W--D- 0 'U- N 


Right Hononyable; © a 

Race ,- morey and peace be to yout Lo: I rejeice ex- 

ceedingly that "hear your Lo: has n good minidro 
Chriſt , and hts-now-born-down truth,” ' My very dear 
Lord, po og; in theſtrengthrof the' Lord), to carry your 
honerr and worfdly yiory'to the new: leruſalem + For this 
eauſc your Ls? tecerved* theſe of the Lord i” this is a fare 
way for the ſtidlithmenrof your houle;if ye be of theſe, 
who are willing 1n'your place to build Zimm's old waſte 
Places inSeorlard. Your Lo: wants not' God's abd man's 
lawbork , 'wow to 'commeto the ſtreets for Chriſt : and 
ſappoſe thebaſters laws of man werEagainſt Fou, "itis an 
honeſt and zealous errour,, it hereyeMlipagaiuſt a point 
br rar of tanding policy : when yout foor Nhips in 
ſuch known gr ',] 48 is the yoyal prerogative of our 
high and moſt 1wly dread Soveraign (who has thany crowns 
oy hishead):an#rheliberties of his hone; he will hold 
you up. Bleſſed ſhall they be,whotake BabeP's little ones 


F 


- 160 Mr. RuTHz2kt0'0kdD's Fpiſt, 9.4; 
and dath their heads againſt ſtones: 1 with your Lo : have 

a (hare of that blefling, with other worthy Nobles in our 
land. I istrac, it is now accounted wildom for men to be 
partners in pulling p che ſtakes, and lookng the cords 
of the reac of Chrilt: but I am-perſwaded, that that 
wiſdom iscried down in heaven, and ſhall never paſs for 
true wiſdom with the Lord , whoſe word crieth ſhame 
upon wit agaiaſtChriſt and truth : & according]y ic (hall 
ove ſhame and confakon of face in the end. Our Lord 
givey your Le: light ofa better ſtamp , and 
alſo, wherein yeare not behind the diſputer end the ſcribe, 
O whar ablcſſed thing is it , ro ſee Nobility, Learning and 
Sanfification, all concur in one ! For theſe ye owe your 
ſelfro Chaiſtand. his Kingdom : God hath be-wildered 
and be-miſtedthe wit and rhe learning of the ſcribes and 
fares of this time; they look aſquint to the Bible, This 
blinding and be-miſting world blind-toldeth mens light, 
that they are affraid to {ee ſtraight-our before them ; nay 
their very light playeth the knave or worſe, to crutch, Your 
Lo: knoweth , within a little while, Policy againſt cruth 
will bluſh, ard the works of men ſhall burn even rheir 
ſpiders-web,who ſpin out many hundred ells and webs of 
indifferencies, in the Lord's worthip,moe then ever Moſes, 
who would have an boof Foamery i and Daniel, who 
would bave « look-out at 4 window, @ martcrof life and 
death, then ever ( I ſay ) theſe men of God dreamed of, 
Alas! that men dare ſhape, carve, curandclip our King's 
Princely Teſtamcat , in leagth and breadeth and inall di- 
menſioas » anſwerable to the conceptions of ſuch policy, 
as a beadof wit thinkecha (afe and trim way of ſcrviag 
God! How have men forgouen the Lord-, that they dace 
$9 agaiaſt evcn tha. » Which once they preached 
themſclves, howbeirthrir ſermons nowbe as.chin ſown, i 55 
as ſtraw-berries ina wood or wildernefs.. Cercainly the { 
chi 

an 

FY 
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ſweetelt and ſafeſt coucle is, tar thisthore time of the af - 
ternoon of this old aud; declining wosld , to ſtand for 
Jeſas : he hath Gaidir, and ir is our parteo believe it , chat 
ere it be » Time Shall be wo mare , and the beaver 
thall wax old as « garment: Do we tot fee it already 
an old , hollie aud threadbare gatmene ? doth __ 
: cripp 
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Epiſt. 


is of kip to himſclf, char 1 (hould weep» if ſhould 7 


pit. 7.4. LuTT 2 n 5. r6r 
Aaron 
. Fit , 
Ss. 22 ſhall Folded cogether as a ſcroll, and this Peſt- 
houſe {hall be burnc with fare, and that borh pleniſhing 
and walls (hall melt with ferrenc bear? for at che Lord's 
coming he will 'do withthiscarth, as men do with a le- 
per-houſe, he will bucn the walls with fire, audthe ple- 
nifhing ot the houſe alſo, 2 Pet. 3. 1s, 12, Ay very 
Dear Lord, how {hall ye rejoice-in that day , to have 
Chriſt, s, Heaven, and your own conſcicuce to 
ſmile-upon you! Lam perfwaded,one fk might through 
the terrorsof the Almighty, would make mey ( whoſe 
conſcience hath ſach a wide throat, as an image like a 
Cathedral Church would go down it) hayeother thoughts 
of Chriſt and his worſhip, then now they picaſe them+- 
ſelves with, The ſcarcity of faith in the carth faith , 
We are hard. upon. the laſt nick of time : Bleſſed are 
theſe who keep their garments clean, againſtthe Bridge- 
groom's comiag : c ſhall be ſported clothes, and 
mavy dcfiled ents , at his laſt coming; and there- 
fore fow wonthy to walk with him.in white, lam 
perſwaded,, my Lord , this poor travelling womun , our 
pained Church, is with child of victory, and {hall oo. 
forth a Man-child, that ſhall be cavghe upto God an 
his throne , -howbeit the Dragon (inhus followers) be at- 
tending the child-birth-pain , as an oy Midwife, 
Ija 


to receive the bicth and ſtrangle it, 1/a. 29. $8. But m 
ſhall be di incced , who thirſt forthe deſtrution 
Zion , they 5hall be «s when a bungry man dreemeth that be 


eateth', but behold be awwaheth and his ſoul is empty ; or 
when @ thir{by man dreameth , that be drinketh., but behold 
be awaketh and is faint, and bis ſoul is not fatisfied: ſo 
ſhall it be, I ay , withthe multitude of all the nations, that 
ron Sn. Therefore the weak , and fec- 
le, theſe thac are «s ſigns axd wonders in Iſreel., have 
choſeathe beſt fide, even the (ide that vidkory is upon ; 
and 1thiok., this is ao evil policy, - Vently for my ſelf, 
lam fo well pleaſed with Chriſt and his noble and honeſt- 
bern croſs, this croſs that is come of Chriſt's houſe , and 


come 


Lo Px 
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toniffering and bartering of fors and condition, with 
thoſe that ace ares/e in Zion: 1 hold (til) my choice ,'and 
bleſs my ſdfin ir. - Lice, and | believe, is falvs- 
rion ip this way - that is cvery where ſpoken againſt: I 
hope to go to ecernity”, and to reature thelaſt evil torhe 
ſaints, .eyemupon death, fully perſwaded rh: this only, 
erenthis, as the ſaving way tot racked ovaſciences, and 
for weary and loaden f1nners, ro/fhnd caſe and peace for 
erermore into : and'indeed it is-not for any worldly re- 
fpe&, that] ſpeak:fo of it: the weather 15 nor fo bas, 
I have great.cauſe to ftartle in wy prifot, of to boaſt 
of char encercainment, that ygond friends , the Prelats, 
imcad for mc,” which is benicbment ,' if they ſhall obtain 
their. debre , and: cffeftuarwhat rhey*defign ; bur let ic 
come, I ruc-not that 1 made Chriſt my waile and my 
choice; Ittink himayrhe longerche better, MyiLord, 
it ſhall be good {eevice to God ," to:hold yournoble friend 
and Chief upona good courſe , for the erurh of Chriſt, 
Naw, the 'very-God of peace clitabliſh your Lo: in Chriſt 
uno theend; - 4 CIO 224, 
cAberd, Sept. 10. Your Lo: in his ſweet Lord 
1647. deſws, S.R. 


_ 


; 74.14 Tv the Laird-of- * 
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Much benowred Sir ; 

Race, .mercy and peace be toyon: I can do no more 

but thank you'in paper, and remember you to him 
whom I ſerve, for your kindveſs and care of 'a priſoner, 
I bleſs the Lord, the cauſe 1 ſuffer for needeth not rs 
bluſh before Kings: Chriſt's white, honeſtand fair cruth 
necedeth neither war —_ frar, nor btuſk for ſhame. 
I bleſs the Lordywho hach graced you to own Chriſt now, 
when ſo are afraid to proteſs him , and hide him, 
*" far fear they Talker loſs by arouching bim, Alas ther fo 
many in theſe days are carried with the rimes : As if their 

A conkiencs oyled wheels , ſo do they go any 
way the wind blowertthem : aud becauſe C s vor 
 market-ſeveet, rmemput him arvay from them, Worthy apd 
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myſtical 
be rain-and 
TE I EEG 
—_ DE URDE 
is upon his 
Take what NIE "res 
with ts Mas 4 is 9o Re 
them 5 witand wiles, (hifts will 
a _ SE but we ung me: tha 


a = one 
wait on for a time ,- and be- 
ron ap ay Ja gh acre y=5r At leaſt we are ts 
wn of Chriſr, till he give ns the OTERNG'S 
) and to take his word for 

| Gill up all che blanks ip his promiſes, & give #s whac 
we want : but to the vabeliever Chriſt's Teſtament is 
andy woes mg Stone dear Sir , 


IS O bus Chriſt be my 
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Adnch bexoured and Chriſtian Lady; 
-Kaces;| morcy and-peace be tb you: Tt forg to hear 
kvw i gactb with you & your children : 1cxhort 
Vvoo, norte lofc breats,, nor ts faior mn ur journey , 
he way iznoriolongto your howto y — it vill 
wiſer to one'fop or an inch at lengeds and yerftult rome 
<te lovy ro be within” your arm-lengrh of the glorious 
crown. Your Load Jetus did (wear and pant, ere he got 
ap thar mount, hewas at Father ſave me, withit z it'was 
Flewho., Pfal. 22. 14. faid, 1am poured out like water, 
all my bone ave out CERN if they had bro- 
ken him upon! rhe el, } wy Have (5-like war, it is 
melted in the mudjt of my bowels. V. 15. Myſbrength is deved 
»p likes pot-rbears, bam ture, ye love the way the bet- 
ters his holy tect realifit before you? Croifes have a finell 
etcrafied and pained (Chriſt. t- believe Lord will 
vet leave you'to ce alone inthe way. T know ye have 
fadcheurs, i when the com forterny hid oader avail, and 
when yCipquireforhim, and find but'a torr weſt + This 
I grant is bur a<old good day ; when the fecker miſlerh 
him whomthe foul lovertt; but even his unkindack is 
kind , his abſence” tovcty , bis mack & (veer fight, will 
Gold fend Chrift dmandelt 11 his on tweet preſence: take 
} is (weer com farts four wa, and be not ftravge and 
ſhawe aſc wrrrCheite: homelygedling 15 beſt for hitm, 
wisthis wang: When your winter ſtotarsere der , rhe 
fummcr of your/Lerd{ballrome: Your fadnefs is with 
"child of joy, he will do'you good iu the leceer end. Take 
noheay wr tifeot your children ther your Lord aflowerh: 
pivechem 200m-befitle yoor Leave > bur not» the yolk 
of your beart , where Chrift {howld be; for chen they 
are. your idols; not yaur bairms-: if Lord rake any 
of them home ro bis houſe , before ſrorm come on , 
rake ie well, the oxwarr of the Orchard mt down 
1wootthece wppics off his own trees, ce mid{um- 


mer; and erc they ger the narveſt ſen , and it den 
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” Ppilt..93. 65 
; — char his ſervagr; >the parduer , Hoald chide 


him forir: Tevonr Lordplitk his owa fruit'ar avy ſea- 
ſou he pleafeth; they areuocioſs toyor, vhey are laid 
vp ſo well;\ usthar they are coffered in keaven,, where 
our Lorf'ybult Jewely lis: They are all free goods thar 
are theto, death'can have ns law ro arreſt any oy Soy 
is within che walls of the wetw Fernſalem;, All the faints, 
becauſeof fin 77 are tilte"old 'ruſty horofegies , char muſe 
be takerrdown ;*&the wheels ſcoured and Nd Me 


ſer up agÞn, inberter caſe chan before : Bin hack | 
both ſbul and body :- our dear Lord by death ra us 
downto ſtout the wheels of both , andeo purge ns per- 
feetly from the root and remainder of fin, and we tha!! 
be ſer up in betrer caſe than before. Then pluck up your 
heart , Net ahivyOuce , andrharisa Word few caq fay.. 
Now the gi rae "Shepherd of the Shetp , aid the very God of 
Pedtt contin nd eftablich you , to the day of the appea- 
rance # if dur Lord. ; 
eAbed. 5 Sept. ' Yours in his ſweet Lord 
T6737: | Jeſus , S. R. 


To bit Reverend aud very dear Brother | 


M. GEORGE GIL LESPTE. 


My Deer Brother ; 

Ray yours: Tam fill 'with the Lord , histroſs 
& hath done char which T thought impoſſible once; 
Chi#k kerpertittyſt in che firenud water with his own, & 
rqmethere our breath'po oor, hd ere our bldod grew 
bold.” Blefled#rechicy whoſe feer” eſcape the great gol- 
det" netthiatis how fpread :* itiseur happineſs to take the 
ctabbed, rouphand poor fide of Chriſt's wotld , which 
is 16ſt of <fofles and Tofles for Vith : for Chriſt's jo- 
cotties dud cafudlirics that Follbve him ate many ; aud ir 
thnotw little owe, that a'good conſiience may be had in 
following Hitr: this is true gut, ind moſt to be la- 
bouted foratidloved. Mary give Chiiſt for a ſhadow, 
betduſe Chirift was racher befide theiffconſticnce in a dead 
dd teprodate light, then in theirconſerence. Let ” 
; a3 .H 2 
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bc ballaſted with grace, that webe not blown over, aud 
that we ſtagger nor, Yetalittle-while and Chriſt and his 
og hen ware field , and we 
rious : it's glory © cps in $ is Feria 
che bud andthe birch 5 Via the birth cannot prove au 
abortive ; He chal not ſaint nor be diſcouraged, rill be bave 
brought forth judgment unto viftory.- Let us (hill mind our 
Covenant : and the very God of peace be with you. 
»,.eAberd. 9. Sep. Your Brother in Chriſt, 
- 1637+ S.R- 


th MATHEW MOWAT:. 
Reverend and Dear Brother ; 


Jon refreſhed with your letters : I wonld take all well 
at my Lord's hands rhat he hath done, if 1 kacw 1 
could do my Lord aty ſervice in my —_— ſuppoſc 
my Lord would make a ſtop-bole of me , to fill aholcin 
the wall of his houſe, or a pianing in Zien's new work : 
For ay place of truſt in _ Lord's houſe, as ſteward , 
or A, wp he wy LOB ſelf 
( my very dear brother, not re 
to hg nt ur fame rag yoga 4 ropes and 
behind the door ; it my head and feer and body were half 
out, halfin, in Chriſt's houſe , ſo 1 av the fairface of the 
Lord of the houſe, it wonld ſtill my griexing and love-lick 
defices, When {hear , that the men of God are at work, 
and ſpeaking in our Lord Jeſus his name, 1 think my (clt 
but an our-caſt or qur-iaw,chaſcd from the Ciry,tolhe on 


the hills, and live amongſt the rockgjaod out .O | 


that I mighc buc ſtand in Chriſt's our-bouſe, or hold a 
candleinany low vaulc of his houſe! But Iknowthis is 
bur the vapours that ariſe out of a. quarrelous, and unbe- 


heatr , ro darken the wiſdom of God. And your | 


faglr is juſt mine, that i cannor believe my Lord's bare & 
naked word: 1 muſt either have an ap wx! ogy 
with, and ſhake hands with Chriſt , and have ſeal, cau- 
tion, and witnels to his word, or elſc I coun my (elf 
looſe; howbeit I have the word and faith ofa Kivg, Oh, 
I am madcot vnbelicf, & canactfiyim bur whens wy feee 

may 
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the ground, Alas! Chcift under my rempta- 
to me as [yi + Waters, as a dyvour and 


prations iſt ever limſ4f) and we 
in our folly bſten co the temprer. If 1 could miviſter 


du 6s eytary » how glad wonld my ſoul be: 
Bac 1 my felf ( which iswy eſt evil ) miſtate 
the crols of Chriſt; For I know, if we had wit, and' 
kuew well chat eaſe Nlayerh ns fools, we would | 
« marker , where we might barter or oiffer our zi 
calc with profitable crofs; howbcir there be anour-caſt 
nacura} betwitt our deſires and tribulation : But ſome 
giveadear price and gold for Phyfick , which they love' 
not , and buy fickneſ's, howbeir thry wiſh rather ro 
have been whole cheo ro be fick. Bur furely , Brother, ye 
shal} nor have my advice (howbeit alas Lcatnor follow 
it my ſelf) tro roatend with the honeſt and faithful 
Lonter tho ents for bog or _—, Bs ay gra” 
ciousin ce: There are mersy. 2 
rn aries Span Chriſt's wy woo and when he 
away , the proportion: of his face , the image of 
fair ſun , that ſtayeth incyes,, ſenſes and hicart, after 
he is gone, leaveth a maſs of love behind ir inthe hearr: 
The of his knock ar the door of his beloved, after 
he is gone and paſt , leareth a ſhare of joy. and ſorrow 
both : So we have ſomething to teed upon ill he return , 
and be is more Joved/in bis departure, and after he is 
» then before ; as the day in the declining of the 
un and towards the evening is often moſt deſired. And 
as for Chriſt's croſs, 1 never received-evil of it, bur 
what was mine own making : when 1 miſcookedChritt's 
po: no marvel that it hurt me: Forſince it was on 
iſt's back , ic hath alwayes a ſweet ſmell , and theſe 
1600. Years it keepethche ſmell of Chriſt 5 nay it is 
elderthenchar too, for it is-a lopgrime fince Abe! firſt” 
bandſedthecroſs,and had it {aid por his ſhoulder ; and: 
down from him all aloogſt to this very day , all the ſaints 
have known what iris. 1am glad chat Chriſt bath ſuch a 
relation. this croſs ,. and os it mm 5" 
. LAS | 


: 
As if Chriſt would Alia is $6 his prope ods? and > 
is gometh in the reckoning among Chiilt's,ovrn PrOper- 
'J: ifirwee fmpleevil, asfinis, Chaſt,: who waoc. 


way with, wit » and, will is up and witdowa | that the 
would efſay to lift un che figar laid in Zip: Ft 2/4 
yar laid in fach figkipg grand, as tat they cam raiſc it,or 
remgye; it; for, when we, arg.an, their. belly., ag 
hav@wallawed us down, they will, bc iigk ,  apd (pue 
us Out again, I know-£Zios and her Huy and cannot 
beach flecp at once ; 1 belicre, vu Lord ance agam ſhall 
water with his dew the withered hill of qaaunc Ziov in 
Scotland , and come dawn ,. and make a ncw marriage 
again,as he did long finec. Remember our Covengatz/Yours 
excuſe far your adyice.t9.me.is. needleſs; Alas , many fic 
belide lighe a3 lick folks bekide meat ,, and cannot make 
uſc af ic. Grace be with you, 


«Aber. Sept. 7. Yager brathes in 

1637- Chroſls.S; R. 
Te. Ar. JON MELNE+ 
Dear Brother; 


I Received your letter : Lcanpat but taſtifie under mine 
own hand, that Cheaſtis frill rhe longer the berrer,and 
that this time: is the time. of loves. When have faidall 1 
can , others.may begia and (ay , I bave aid nothipg-of 
him , I never kaew Chrilt cocbbe or Rowan gnwane : 
his winds rurs not , when he ſaemeth r@ change, itis 
but we who turn our wrovg fide. ro bin. Ineverhad 
a plea with him ih my. hargelt- confti&es, but of mine 
own mak Oh thas 1 could live > 709g good 
neighbour- with.ſncha ſecond, and-lebim alone. 
My anbclictmade-many black lyes , but my recantation 
to Chriſtjis not wemb the hearing. Surely he bark born 
—— in me Toy; iowrty my heactbach 
not aatural wit to keep quayrers with-fuch aSariour. Yo 
do well, to fear your own backſliding, ence = 

' © 
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| if thai myryoarh bontncd Chaill v0-bY tv 
: dure charbears his ight 70 heave fhofl 


fo: 

or give a Dy vour's Prozettion 
dhe eh fas ald-che faines', gn 
in them ſtandeth Sparc 06 our commugiowwh : 
But chere lieth'a Greet caſualioy ro cho groſs; Even Cheilt's- 
preſcare ung his comforts, when (they tre | {andifies. 
Remember my jorere four Pacheran@ Mocker,) Grate 


be with —* I i * ) 1.0 . 
Aberd, Sope 7% "Yor! in bis wort Dort® 


LOND 1 feſwss - SY KR. 
7 TJOBN FLEEMING, 
| Buil:f of Leith. 


Much Honoured in the Lord; 
Pop mercy-and peate be to you: Fam ſtill ingood 
terms with Chriftthowevet my Lord's wind blo, . 
I kave the advantages ofthe calm and funay Gdeof Chriſt. 
Devils, aud hell , and Devil's ſetvant?, are al! blown 
blind , in 69 che Lord's Yirthe Brid#: Theyvhe'! le arr 
4 night-dveam , pubt 4gainſt mownt- Zion, Moriby $15 ,- 
F TIEN & lieurt rhe worth of your caliies: This 
at fair and ag of proplewill (oaiie , andrhe port 
rdrbeyns 23 time wepremi ont, - we flee de 
; fy isar our elbow. O how blefitd arer 
hin Hwinake Oitifh fee for chervel ves ; art 
ive greaterrand; 1 figdir hard ro ferch heaven.” Obs that 
we cotfld take pains on our lamps for the Bridogroom's- 
mrs nh ens pink phone world wilt be tnrned tp 
ere, and up {half dows, andrhefe that are 
ingin ſack dloth thatf erivmpty on white Horſes, wi 
< "LY H 4: " 


ABLE, 
* | ad - 
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370 Mr. KkOTHERFOORD'S 
ahe {air creatures, that we ishly love berry 
Creators will paſs away like fnow water. The God 


* Sr. 
our 


is kiflcs ! © love, 
} 1 have no fault to thac lore , 
to deal nj  withme: Lhare 
efir. Orhac I had Chrilt's ſeem and read band, faub- 
by himſelf, for my fill ofic !- What garland have 
1, or what crows , if I looked righron things, but Jeſus? 
Obtherce is no coom in us, on this fideofthe warer ,. for 
ahac love ? Thisnazrow bit carth, and theſe cbbe and nar- 
Ee 
Iw enlarge us, ( as it will) and 
make us right, and pour ſcams aud rifrs, that we 
ae. cg e to comprehend it , which yerisincompre- 
le. Remember my lere to your wife. be 

with you. 
eAberd.Sept. 7. Yours in his fweet Lord 

1637. Jeſus, $S.R. 


wy 


Þ ALEXANER GORDON, 
Of Earleftoun. 


Much honoxred Sir ; 

OwbeirI would have been glad to have ſeen you ; 
| yet our Lord bath beca pleaſed to the 
ſnargof your adverſaries.,. 1 heartily bleſs. our Lord on 
your behalf, Our croſſes for Chrilt are nor made of 
2r0n, they are ſofter and-of more merrtal ; Ir is ca(y 
forGod , romake afool of the Devil , che father ofall 
fools. As for me , 1but breath out , yehac my Lord 
breatheth in: The ſcum. and froth of my lerters | father 
upow-my own anbelieving beart, I know your Lord 
hath | ae RR you Pe IR Renes 
have ſhox ſore at you; but ids in ir's ſtrength 
Yeſkall nor by my advice be-a halver with Chriſt, to di- 
vide the glory of your deliverance , beryizt your (elf 0 

» 
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ne; Lirruns. 
far board, mean whacſoever: Let 
Ln him well, ) have all the glory, and rrium 
The Lord himſelF or high in you; 1 
Chriſt can borrow a croſs for ſome hours ,, and fer his 
ſervants beſide it, rather then under ir, and win the 
Plearoo , yea and make glory to himfelf, and ſhavieto bis 


. enemies, and com fort to his children our of it : But whe-- 


ther Chriſt buy or borrow croſles, heis King of croſſes, 
and King of Devil $, and King over hel}, and King oyer- 
malice: When he was in the grave, be came out, &- 
brought the keys with him : he is Lord-Jaylor : oay what 
ſay I; he is in of the caſtle, and he hath the keys of 
death and hell;and what are our troubles burkittle deaths: 
and he who commandeth the grear caſtle , commanderh + 
the little alſo, 2. 1 ſce, a hardned face andewo {kios upou 
out brows,apainlt rhe winter bai},& ſtormy wind, is mcer- 
eſt for a poor traveller, in a winter journey to heaven, O- 
what art 1s it to learn rocndure hardneſs, and to leazn to 
<p arrmcnnnG cither through the devil's fiery coalvy, or 
frozen warers ! ;.1 am perſwaded a ſea-vencuce with 
Chriſt makerh great riches : Is not our King jeſus his thip- 
coming home,and ſhall nor we get part of . 4 gold? Alas, 
we fools miſcount our gain , x. en we ſcem loſers, - Be- 
lieve me, 1 haveno againſt this wel/-born croſs, . 
forit is come of Chriſt's hooſe, and is honourable & in 
propine, To you it is given to ſuffer. O what foolsare we, to * 
Duervaloc ln giked & "f hclie that which isrroc ho- 
nour } For if we coold be faithful , our tackling ſhall ode * 
looſe, nor our maſt break, nor our ſails blow into the ſea. 
The baſtard croſſes , the kinlelgand baſc- born croſſes of 


worldlings for evil doing , m h-ayie apd grievous; 
bur ourattiicions ave li Land momentary. 5 kink 


my 4cirn s that] have loſt credic wich Chriſt, avd 
hwy 0,1 am Chriſt's fworn dy your, to whom | 
he lippen ooching , ao noc one pip inthe work of 
my ſalvation; Lec me ſtand in black and white in the 
Dirour-book Chriſt, 1 am happy thar my (alva- 
noaisconcredited to Chriſt's medjatiop : Chriſt owerh. 
no faith to me, to lippen any thing to me z bur 


© what” faick. and caedit 1 owe to him ! Ler wy" 


H's Baile” 
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name fall, and let Chriſt's name ſtand-in hovour with: 
man andangels. Alas! 1 have no room ro ſpread out my 
afteftion before God's people 3 and | ſewnor howTean 
{hont out and cry out rhe [oveline(s,, the high hononr and 
the glory of my faireſt' Lord Jeſus. * Oh char be-wonld: 
ler me havea bed-to liein, ro be delivered of my birth, 
thar I might paint him oor iwhisbeaury to menasT dow. 
5. I wondered once at'prondcnee , aud called whire-pro- 
vidence black andunjutt, thar 1 tbould beſmotheredina 
rown , where no foul will take Chriſt off ary hand : Bur 

ovidence hath another luſtre with God, rhow-with wy 

iered eyes. Ipradlaim my (elf a blind body, whoknow 
not black and white, in the ancourh courte 6& God's 
providence. Suppoſe Chrift wonld fer helþwhereheaven 
1s, anddevils up inglory beſide the elet Angels, ( which 
yet canner be ) I would T'had @ hear to-acqmeſce in his 
way, withour further diſpute; 1 fee, Infiaze wiſdom 
is tlie mother of his jedpmems, and his ways pals fnd- 
ing Or. 6. 1 cannotlears; barl defice xo learn to bring 
wy thoughts, will, and loſts, jw wnder Chriſt's feery char 
lie may trample npor them: Buy alas | 1 am ſtill upon 
Chriſt "'swtoug (ide. Grace be with. 
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Averd, Sept. 12, Yours in his ſweet Love 
1637. Tejas; * $. RV » 
7 ROQOFERT LENMVNOX; of 
Of Diſdove. Jn 
Hor tay exd drar Broker 3, the 
Forget yo" pot in di: 1 know yearc laoking to dor 
Cholk and 1befe n, follow cod look. 1can net 
fay more of Chriſt nowby experience ( though he be mm- Fn 
finirly above and beyond alt thar car be faidoftim ) ten A 
when I faw you. 1am drownedover hextand rars mm his we 
love. Sell, (al, fell 4lihings for Chr Wehis whote = 


wahrld werethe batkof a balfgce, it fhould' vor beoble 
w bear the weight of Chriſt's love ; mer andangels Have 
ſhort armsto fathom ir : Seryour feer upon this yiecy of 
blew and baſe clay of an over puilded and fair plaiſtered 
world; an hours king of Chr is worth werld of 


worlds. 


8 


_— 
- 
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worlds, $ir, make (ure work of. your alvati ral 
not upon and ; ſay che foundacion upon the tock ic Zion: 
Strive to be dead to this world, and ta your will ang luſts: 
Lez Chriſt have a com mauding power #04 1 Kings throne 
in you 7 *Wialk with Chriſt, -howberr the wind Mou 
take thetude oft your face : 1 promiſe yur 5 Chilt affl 
wine field; Your paltorscaaſc yours err ; exctyr you - 
fee Clnift's word , po not one foot with diem 7 Counre- 
nance act the reading of that Romigh Service-book: Keep | 
pacments clad , as ye would walk with el:c Lamb * 
clothed is white. The wrongs 1 ſuffer ate upoy reeved th 
heaven;/ our 'great Maſtct and Judge will be: wHl,- 
and bring us before the (an tout black's kive's; 
Bleſſed are they who watch and keep the rhlelves inGody 
love, Leaento difcern the BridegoorWtonguey andre 
give s 0x90 Terry, ah. Yew as drew tra- 
rerof me: 1 would pat my heart blood vpon the datt- 


| png ns ppg rhe Lo Galyanon: yo oorfroth - 
] wire to 


is, my dray Brother, relt , I writetd 
yout wiftallo. Mind hedven #nd Chih, - and keep the 
ſhook of the toveof Chriſt you have ghrtey ; "Chriſt ſhah 

ow oh it, if yeemtetrdin irs,” de your wt Nhdll be peace, 
Theres a fite m orir Zion; biit our” Lotd ts bur Ceelttng hk - 
mee Bride refined and purified or af the formace. 1 a(fote” 
you, howben webe nicks axr6d-Payiteoier, #ll thepowets - 
of the wortd ſhall not prevail rratbſtes: Rttemaber 
chowghe firife} wan write it to yoo! , thr(t peoftc Kal 
yor be 8rorkent as a green olive rhe, zod's freld blefied of 
the Lift, and it fhall beptochhimed. ep rp wirh Chriſt, and 
down, down with all comrary powers. Sir, pray fot wie, f1 - 
natte you ewthe Lord) for further evit 1s deft d a= 
pet me. Renietuber my love ro Chrift ian Mltrray and | 

er daughter: { dobie hers tawtacedge of her evening y to * 
warsintle, the Kwp is coming, anqhetath ſomething, 
thaciie Wererfiw, with hid 7 heaved is no dream: Comes 
and ſee will reach.her beſt, Grace, grace be with you. 

Abd. Sept;'1 3. YouY? in wif" fwere Lord * 
$837. bees, $.-©K } 
F 
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TT MARION McKNAUGHT. 


Deareſt in our Lord Jeſus ; 

Ounr ir your honour , that Chriſt hath began ar 

3 fe you firſt : Fear not , "(aith -ty 3 
true and faithful witneſs : 1 wrice to » as my Maſter 
Kreth apon the et rok royal Ling ' pan Eo in 
prayer and in watching , and your glorious deliverance is 
coming : Chriſt is oo far oft : a fig, « ſtraw for all the 
bics of clay., that are riſen agaialt us Ye 5hall thresb the 


ns, and fan them like chaff , 1/a. 41, I yeſlack your 
ode four meeiogs, & our watching to prayer , then 
i would ſeem our ſold us; be diligene , 


and be nor diſcouraged. I charge youin Chaiſt, rejoice, 
pirethanks , believe, be ſtrong in the Lord: That burn- 
mg buth in Gallowey and Kikcudbright ſhall not be burac 
2 athes; for the Lord is1athe bulb. Be not diſcouraged, 
tharbaniſhmentis io be procuced by the King's warranc 
ro the Council , agaiuit me: thecarthis wy Lord's; 1] am 
filled wich his feet love, and ruoning over; 1 rejoyee 
>o hear ye are in. your journey: ſuch-news as 1 hears. of 
all zour faith and love, rejoyce my ſad heart, Pray for 
me, for they ſeek my hurt; bur l give my (elf to prayer. 
The bleſſing of my- Lord and a Priloner of Chriſt's ble(- 
- fag be with: you, © choſen and greatly beloved woman, 
ſaiac not: Fy, fy., if ye faintnow,, ye loſe agood cauſe; 
double your mectings : ceale not for Zion's lake, and 
hold nor your peace , tull he make Jeruſalem aptaiſe in 
the earth. 
eAberd. 1637. Yours in Chriſt leſus his 
%* ot Lord, $. R. 


Te THOMAS" COR BET. 


Toning friend; t 
F nor: It ſhall be my joy ,. that ye follow 
I ar Obciſt till ye find king: | ” eis 4 


beaſt of jo7 to wg» .tha6 ſought jn 
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for Chriſt's love , to pur you upon the King's hy 

to our Bridegroom , and*our Farker's Douſe : ice 
bleſſed are ye , ny dear Brother , if ye hold the way: 1 
believe , ye and Chriſt once met , 1 hope ye will nor 
ſunder with him: Follow the counſel of the man of God, 
My. William 5b, ye depart I caught 
mnt out ore for fear or favour of men, 
deſire of caſe inthis world, Itake heaven 


not, Your nighr , and foonr Maſter Chriſt, nn 
oft you within a clap ; your hand- breadth of 'nme will 
wot bide you : Take Chriſt , howbeir a ſtorm follow 
him : howbeit this day be not yours and Chriſt's ; the 
morrow will be yours-and his. 1 would not exchavge 
the joy of my bounds and imprifonmem for Chrifls, with 
all the joy of this dirty and foul-ſkinned have 
a love-bed with Chriſt, and am filled with his love. I 
defire your wife to do what 1 write ro her re- 
member how dear Chriſt would be ro het}, when her 
breathtorherh cold, and the cye-ſtrings Thall break, O 
how joyful ſhould myToul be , to thar 1 had 
brought on a marriage betwirr Chriſt and rhac people , 
few or many ; ifir benorſo, 1will be woeto be a wit- * 
Sn Uſeprayer, love not the world , be 
humble ; and eſteem lirtle of your ſelf; love your ene - 
mics , and pray for them ; make conſcience of ſpeaking 
eruch, when nove knoweth but God. 1 never cat , 
bur I pray for you all: Pray for me: Ye and 1 thall 
ſe one anotker up in our Facher's bouſe. .1 rejoyce 
to hear , that your eye is upov Chriſt, Follow on , 
hivg 00; and quit him not. The Locd Jefus be with 


your Spirit. -, 


eAberd. 1637, Your offeflionat Brother in owt 
Lord leſus, SR, 
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7 ALEXANDER GORDON, || % 
.Of Earteſtoun. tha 
Afuch Honored Str; - 
Rock , mere and proce bg vo rom I received your - 
| Letter ,. which refreſhed me : Except from your th 
Son-anJ my Brother , 1 have {ecu few leuers from my ac- Jat 
quaiprance ia that codatrey , which maketh me heavie: te 
Bur I have the com aLlord, who cau teach us all kr 
to be kind » and hach che right gaze of it: chough tor the ie 
pr ad have ſcren up's and down's every day , yerT + ga 
aw comt , and feaſted with my King & th 
wel daily : Ie pleaſeth Him co come anddive with FI: 
a ſad priſosrr, anda ſolitary ftranger : His fpikenard ye 
ca{tech aſmell , yer my ſweet has ſome ſour mixed with ut 
it, ywhereia I muſt agquicſce; for there is go reaſon thar ce 
His. be roo cheap , ſocing they are delicares ; Oc 
why (Bwuld He gor make chemo to bis own ? Bur I ve- va 
rily think now, Chriſt has led me up co a nick in Clriſtia- Cl 
nity, _ Ewasnevet atbefore; 1thivk all before was ny 
bur ch and bairns-play. Since I departed from ec 
you, Ihavebrea calded,, while the ſmoak of bell's ice w 
went in at my throat , and L, would have he peace fl 
with a thouſand pears roxement-in- belt; and Lhave been lis 
up alſo , ater. :hcſe-deep down: caſtiags and ſorrows , | 
- before che Lamb's white throne,' iv my farher's inner- be 
 ®£08:t, the great King's diging hall, and Chriſt did caſt re 
qcorcumgot lr 0nwWes he hath caſterin a coal iv my ſo 
— foul, avditis {ſmoakingameng the raw , and keopiog rb 
the hearrh warm ;..L beck to what | was bctore 5 & fi 
1 laugh to fee the and: boules Lbuile when I was 9 child. w 
As hilt, the remembrance of the many {ai featt days n 
with toy Log jeſus w publicks whieh-grewow changed 
no filenc fabbaths, raiſed a great tempeſt, and ( if bmay te 
ſpeak (0) made the Devil adoe 10 my foul : the Devil came b 
is, and would prompt me rg make a pics with Chriſt, oO 
and tolay the blame ov him , a5 a hard maſter; Bur now In 
theſe miſts are blown away , and Lam natonly filenced, q 


avro all quarcellipg , but fully ſatigfed, Now Mormon 
. erat 
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lafting arms. God forbid, -cameto battering or-nif- 
feriogeot croflts; torl think my croſs ſo {weet , that I 
know not where I-would get che like of it. Chriſt's ho- 
ok -combs drop ſo abundancly , that they {weeren my 
Noching/breakertr my heart, borahar:þ get 
ut PAs of leruſalem, to tell them of he Bri 

grooms Flory: : Icharg: you, inthe nate of Chriſt , thar 
ye tell all ye aomgtoot it; and yerit iwaborerciling and 
underſtanding. Oh tf all the kingdom were as lam , ex- 
cepe my bonds ! they know norabetbve-kiſfes , tharmy 
galy Lord ſeſus waiteth ena dared priſoner. On-my ial 
yation', thiss the only way roche pew City, I krow 
Chrift harhknedemb Gadey' 1 would he put his privylead 
npon blank paper? ho harh ſealed my fufferings with 

comfors. - Iveritethis ro confirm your ' 1 wtite now, 
what It have ſeen, as well as hoard, - Now andchen my 
filenee burnerh op my {piric: Bur Chriſt hath ſaid, thy 
fMepend is running ip meth | in Heaven, as if thou wert 
caching: And this -froma 's mouth-rejoyceth my 
re, * Atotlice times, lam fag, dwelling it Kedar's 
rents?” There are noue [char } yer know of ) two pet» 
ſons in this Town, char 1 ve my word for: Aud 
rhe Lord harh'removed m & my acquaintance 
fir from me : nr res 1 be fargoren in the place; 
where the Lord made me the iaſtrument todo ſome good, 
= { ſceerhis is/2anity in me: Ler him make of. we what 
pleaſerb, if he make ſabyarion ourof-it tome, 1 am 
m0 A I thar all the fourteen Preiats (hould 
bave beewarmed of God gut me ouly , white the reſt 
COTTON weſt lfproxching : Burl dare.not fay vue 
butthis, oof. _ lejus , becauje thou baſt 

doneit. Weis me for the vir 

the defolation of the the wsgin Daughter of Scotland | Qikmy 


cYes 


gin Dagghter we. mefor 2} 


l -— 


5 Mc. RurwyxroeornDs Epillies 
| þ mms wr founrain of tears to weep oy Ges 
poor widow nn Royer ran Fo | 
las char JET put rothe door my poor. 
for that cloud of black wrath , and fury 
the 1udigaation of the Lord , ray, bm , berry 
Land. Sir, write to me , Ibeſcechyout-t pray youal- 
ſo, be kind co my afflited Brother. Nrmbir my love 
ro your H/fe:; And the prayer" and bleſſiog of the Pri- 
ſoner of Chriſt be on you. Frequent your ings for 
prayer and communion with God ; they would be {weet 
mecungs to me. 
<Aberd; 16 Febr. Yours in his ſeveet Lord 
1637," © Feſus, $.R. 


7 ROBERT GORDON, 
| Of Knockbrex. 

9 Deer Brother, = 
- YRace, mercy and be multiplied upon you: - 
G am oimoſ} wearting, yea Teri , thar ye 
write not to me; rho'I know it is por lneſs. As 
for my (elf; 1 amevery way well, all ory to God: [ 
was before ar a plea wich Chriſt , but it was bought by 
me and unlawful ; becauſe his whole providence was not 
yes and ney tomy yes and ney, and becauſe 1 believed 
Chriſt's outward look berter than his faithful promile: 
Yet hc hath in paticocegraited og, while I be come to 
my ſelf; aud harh not taken advantage of my weak ap- 
00sof his goodneſs : Greatandholy is h1s name: 
looketh co whar I defire to be, andnotrowhat 1 am, 
-  Obe thing | have learned, if 1 hadbecn in Chriſt, by 
way otadi:efion only ; as many branches are, 1 ſhould 
* have bren'burot 10-aſhes , and this world ſhould have 

 fſeenaſuffering miniſter of Chriſt turned { of ſomerh) 
onceinfizew)ioto vofivonry {alk Burmy Lord Jeſus 
« goodeye , that the rempter ſhould not play , 

and blow our Chriſt's candle: aber two. 
my ſtomach, and Frerring and iog kumour , bar 
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we benacr, tacks fitater ofy Lond jeſke t "Wie 
hath now let me (ce how the wheat of Chriſt is , 
that goeth through his mill & his oven, to be macle bread 
for his own rable: | eras is berrer then Lay 
is morethen graeey it is glory in it's infancy, I now ſee , 
ments and theis buſkings : W ws th grace 
withour a trial ? far ene Ort emer» but thar 
which he winneth Rogues ] with muck toil & pains! 
And how ſoon would faith frieze withouta croſs * How 
many dumb crofies have beca laid upon my back, that 


| had never a tongue to ſpeak the ſorcernels of Chriſt, as 


this harh * when Chriſt blefleth hisown crofles with a 
tongue, they breath our Chriſt's loye, wiſdom , kind- 
a, fine} us. Why ſhould I ſtarrar the plouw of 
my Lord , thatmakes deep furrows on my ſoul ? 1 know 
heis no idle hulbandman , he a crop. Othar 
this white witheted lay- were made fertil to bear 
a crop for him , by whom iris ſopainfully drefſed ; and 
that this fallow-ground were broken up 2 Why was I [a 
fool] grieved, made 7 his garjaud and his roſe u 
m1 » the glory and honour of his faithtu} wi 
TE mabnemenytcn with Chriſt: Verily, 
he hath not pur me ton loſs by what I ſuffer ,. he 
me nothing; for in my bonds, how ſweer and comfor- 
table have the thoughts of him been ro'me : wherein [ 
Gnda ſufficient recompence of teward | How blind are 
my adverſaries , who ſent meto a penn, houſe , 
to-a houſe of wine, to my lovely Lord Jeſus his love- © 
feaſts, and not to a priſon or place of exile? Why ſhauld * 
I ſmother my bu{baud's honeſty , or fiv againſt his love, 
or be a niggard in givigout © others,, whar I ger for 
| => img gre aa mes [ 
-befotc God , oarye | ro others, and 
to help me to praiſe. Oh my debr of praiſe, 
184r, and how far run up ! Oh that others 
me to pay., aud learn meito praiſe:. OI 
am 


iovite 
how 
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no —_— rour.: Locd Jelus,take m choke 
et Iamaothishor. with the 
= ener by {AS Bdg>; <a Pn whe 
row hath me. My Fagan wallow 
trecs, becauſe Lam in a range land. 1 Aon. fl EOS 
excrciſe with caviaus, brethien ; My mocker bach 
mea mano contcaczon, 7" ape rangers on 
Y. C. I cannot forget him, .1kaow Godhathto 
ecrpmaguas, Kea A IIREILESIg aicis 
VIQUIs are (eryog in prege or if 
— 


a Mipiſteras yer thruſt ia upon 
ply coker and which Lowch fear, Dear erm 


oh 
eAberd, Jan. L | Your own other and Chr 


1637. Prijemce..£ iR, 
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—_—_— rLee_ 
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Tory welbeloved andreverind brorber 
Afr. ROBERT BLAIR: 


Reverend and Dearly beloved Brother ; 
Race, werey and peace from God our father , and 
from our Lord Chriid be ro you : Te is no grent 
wonder, Dear Brot ye bo 10 heavine(s for a (ea- 
ſoa, and thac God's will , mw croffingyonr delign and de- 
bres40 dwell amougft® people, whole Gods the Lord, 
fhould more-yoa: idevly 1n03', dur ye have cauſe roen- 
leg clcomminting: will; cn by wa ond 
bo b com , "cam by no 
* Jogick, tes IF 7 args. rd, Is 
Lord ſent Paul many. crrands , for the ſpreadiog ot bis 
Gol found lious in his way : apromife was 
of the holy land, and yet many nations 
iwgagaiolh, and ready to kill then,. who 
weed. rig, 0710. them from . 


ye have moſt te do- with lubmiſſion of ſpifit ; bor] 
per- 


HAGEN TOREPEETHRAaCY 


— 
= 
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» . iſs) \ ED T L - \ Ss Fe 
(elf, have  Anreot'y * 

en ng 

leth his{tup often-to fereb the wind, angel He, 


whes they are bedfuſt, and pot able w - tri 
wichothers. Though l/raet be not gathered, yer sball | be 
er 9 SS Gal ales 
5- and weareto believe it thall be rhns, 
plaſbe played, ler. 51:44. The- violence doae 
ear La Babylon , andthe great whoye's 
Aer ours ob rey ; andy blood be 
vpon Caldea, shall-leruſalem jay; axd Tech. 13.2, 'Be- 
_— _ make leyulalem © cup of trembling to all the 
» whens they 1hall be- in the frege > both «= 
bras Ila ad rule ». 4. . And inihat day, I vill 
lerujalem a burdenſom (fone for aÞt people ; they that 
burden them/etves with it , sball be broken inpitces , though 
#l-the people of the earth be gathered agdinf} it. Whew 
they have caten and fwallowed us up, they thallbe fick, * 
ad Tomir us our hying- mer again : the devil's fromach - 
canget digeſt the Church of God. Sufferiag isthe other 
half of our miniſtry , howbeir the hardeſt: For we 
wouldbe content, our King: Jeſus would makean open 
proclamation, and ay Loa—— croſles, and cry vp joy, glad- 
ne, ale. haovr 0d ace;but it muſt not be (0; through 
afitlions; ms neſs ent enter into the Kingdom of God : noe- 
» 414 9 but through-thew muſt-we go: and wiley 
ar eake-usby rhocro(s: It is folly co think; toſteal 
bu TY wholefizin, For wy ff; Iam berea 
priſoner, congued in . Aberdeen, threntned'to by removed 
- ears tocdificin "—_ and I 
am openly preac agaalt in the puſpics, in ary heating, 
gatond diſpurations by ew ears 
by D.-8. | Yet Far» nor aſbamed of my Lord Jeſus | bis 
gacland andcrown : I would 


not exchange my weeping 
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my bowels th forbearing ; 
ſaid, Iwascaſt ootof the Lord's inheritance: but now 
I ſee ,. was a fool: My Lord miſken all; and did'bear 
wich my fooliſh jcaloufies , & mi{kene char cyer 1 5 
ed his love, and now heis come again wich mercy 
kis wings : I paſt from my [O witle(s] ſummoads :” he 
is God Fr foe and lam man: Now it hath pleaſed bim 
to renew his love tomy ſoul , and rodate his poor-pri- 
foner. Therefore, mydeer Brother, help me to praiſe, 
and ſhew the Lord's people with you, what he hath 
done to my foul, that they may pray and praiſe: and 1 
e you', inthe name of Chriſt, not to omit it ; for, 
for this. cauſe I write to you , chat my ings may 
rn royal King , and cdific' his Church , in lre- 
. He bovah how one of Chriſt's love-coals hath 
burat my ſoul, with a defire,to wat gy ry 1 preach 
his glory , whoſe croſs I now bear. forgive you, 
if ye do it got: But I hope the Lord will move your heart, 
to proclaim in my bchalf., che ſweernels , exccellency & 
glory of my royal King, It is bur our ſoft fle(b rhat hath 
raiſcd a flander. on the croſs: of Chriſt ; I fee now the 
white fide of it: My Lord's chains are all overgilded. 
© if Scotland and Ireland had part of my feaſt ! yer [ 
per vor my meat but with many ſtrokes. There are none 
eto whom 1 can ſpeak ;. 1 dwell in Keder's tents. Re- 
frelh me with a Letter from. you: Few know what is 
berwixt Chriſt and me. Dear Brother , upon my falva- 
tion , this is biscrath that we (affer for : Chriſt would 
not ſeal a blank charter co fouls, Coupe» courage , 
joy. joy tor evermore! O joy unſpeakable and glorious! 
Oh for gm controetiing ce rgnt © monue 
to him,whois alrogether lovely! love which-many 
waters cavnot quenchneither cau the Soods drown !1 re- 
mabes Fon & hats parte ep myg.breaſto Check: 


unt 


1S2EPSEESTDT 


gs et iſoner, ca? 

racc, 
den you. Sinks inthe Bd ws 
bane ,$.Aov. Livingſton, Mr. Rides; Mr. 


To TT KENNEDY, 
Bailiffe of Ayr. 


Worthy and wel-beloved Brother ; 


Race, mercy be eo ba on: ox nr 
:" he iog what our Lord will do for Nis aficte 

him and for my re-entry to my Lord's houſe, Oh that1 could 
Pri- F hearthe forfeiture of Chriſt {now outof his inherirance J 
uſe, recalled aud caken off, by open ures amation, and thar 
hath Chriſt werereſtored to be a Free holdey and a landed Heri- 
od [ towr in Scotland: and That the courts, fenced in rhe name 
for, } of the baſtard Prelats [thei God-father's the Popes Bai- 


may & and Surfer) wry dowa | Oh how ſweet a 
Tres exhneie Tr ribes of the Lord inthisland 
bath eg the bg Chriſt, ro his own 
each Palace , on SES. mb = wo, I (hall chink ic mer- 


ou » ey 10 myſoul, if my faith (hall out-watch all this win- 
rart, ter ni not nod or ſlumber , till my Locd's fum- 
mop damn upon me. Itis much if faich and hope, 
hath inchefad nights of our heavie trial, eſcape witha whole 
the {kio , and wichoar crack or crook: 1 confeſs, unbelief 
ded. hach notresſonto be cicher father or mother to it : ( for 
er I unbelief is always an irratioual thing ; but how canicbe,,* 
one bar ſuch weak eyes as ours mult caſt watex.in a great 
Re- ſmoke; or that a weak head ſhould not turn giddy , when 
at is the water ranneth deep and ſtrong 2 Bur thanked, 
| va- char Chriſt in his chi can endure a ſtreſs and ſtorm : 
ould ' howbeit ſofr nature would fall down ia pieces. Oh that 
age » l had chat confidence , as to reſt on $r og ain he 
ous! ſhould me .into_ ſmall — and bra 

love into a; por pant per tothe four windn 

1207 that in would gather up 189d make 
Ire- Roms wits again to beep Chrit's nag 50 the 
world : J ara ſurethart love , botremed and ſped aps 


194 , | Mr. Rutiynrooty's v5. 
the fairbof his lore rome , would &rfire A. 
and would even claith zad thyiep kindneſs wpos Chriſt's 
ſtroaks , and-kifs bis forcly glooms : tid bork ſpell and 
read (alvation, upon the wounds made by Chriſt's Fryeer 
hands." Oh thitt 1 had bur promiſe from the'mouth bf 
Chriſt, oF his 16ve "to me ; and then howbeit my faith 
were as ttniler as » 1 tlifok ldoging and dwincing & 
gricning of ſick defires wotld exulert bide ont the ficge , 
all the Lord came ro fill the Coul with his love : . and 1 
know alſo, in chat caſe faith ſhould bide green and ſap- 
archecoot,cren ar mid winner; and feand our apainſt 
ſtorms: However it be , Thnow Chriſt winnech hea- 
ven in deſpite of hell; Bur T' owe as many praiſes and 
thanks co free grace, 2s would'lic betwirt me and the 
numoſt border ot the higheſt heaven, ſappol* ren thou- 
ſand heavens wereall{ard above other: But oh I have no- 
thing that cat fiive or dud grave ; Fortk grace wonld rake 
hire', twerenomoregrace;” but #1 our ſtability, and 
theſtrenpthof our tration eechorcd and faſtened up- 
on : and F am ſure @hriſti@h by his death dad 
»the knot fo faſt , thar tbe fingers of devils, 
: and Heb-futs of fins cannot loo it; tha: bob of 
. Chrift[that never yer was, yor never ſhall, nor ean be 
| ] ſtandeth ſurerthan heaven or the dayes of 
heaveh , 45 thac ſweet pillar of the corenatit , whetevp- 
on weal : Chriſt aad all His little ones under his rwo 
wings; and tb tic compaſs or circle of his army, is fo 
ſure, rharcaſt him and them in the gfound of the fea, he 
{all come vp aptin , ind not loft one : "an 6dde one 
cinaec, 'tior wot be loſt fa the celling. This was 
alwoys God's-aitn, fivee Chriſt came in the play ,/ be- 
rwitc Hitt abd us, to make mien Jepetident Iregentes, 
and in the work of our ſalvation to put cteared ſtrength , 
aidartns, adiegsof chy, kn of play and our 
of office &<ort: und'tow God hath Tubſtirured infor 
room , aol accepted his Son the mediator , for as, and 
dag Mom i this Had tot _ 
1 hined over and foregone actof paradi r 
vation , fora'break-falt o ret jo Garth ; bur 
* wow would ur gireits norittirgo;, for more thenl 


can 


® w4..” : 


"CURTIZLEPII SA, 


OF 


" 


DI is; 
caq zre is, i 28 of 
briſ's worth; {and fo fall M-cexibe# ed,) 
"who tell heaven and Ohriſt over rhe d, for two. 


teathery, or twb ſtraws of the devil's paitited pleaſures , 


' only kiſtre@ifthearter-fide, This foot happineſs now, 


char cer rechogings ar night , when ay 1} come 
upon v2, e told ;" we (hall be fat gainers and 
ſo far from beimg fapererpended (as the poot fools of 
thisworld «re, who give bot their money , and gerin 
bur black ;} thar Angels cantor Tay 6ur counts, 
nor ſum oor and in-comes, Who kaoweth, 
how far irs tothe bortrom of our Chrilt,, and-co the 
ground four heaven ? Whoever wean Chtiſt ina paic 
of baflancrs ? "Who hath feen the fo gs, and plyes , & 
the teighrs and of rhar'glory ,” which is 10 him , 
atitfkept forus? Oh'for ſuch Frorey , as fo ſtand afar 
off, and ſc, and Tore, ayd lony for bith, while rime's 
chreed be cot), "and thts grearwork of credtion diſſolved 
arthe coning oF our Loc? Nowto his Grace 1 recom- 
mendJyou. 1beftrchyou alfo , pray for a te-eatryto me 
into the Lord's howſt, if ir be hir food will. 


eAberd. Jan. '6, Yours in by ſaveet Lord 
1637. = Tefud,, $. K 
Tn ELIZABETH KENNEDY. 
MISTRESS; | | 
| roo tory and prace betrimo you. 1 have long bad 
a purpolt of writing ro you, butlhave been Hib- 


4red: 1 henroly defire , thar ye wayld mind your four 
ney; andeoaſrderro what airth your foul Tetteth ies ce ; 
forall cotgenor hore ar tight , who popore they have 
fer their ace heaventvard ; it is a woful thipg t Ts 
mifs travch \ 268d to Tofe houſe too With Chrilt” 
er oper , where crarellets ate beii 


| dedettiytt and tftamed of their Hope ,' beceuſe they 
- caſt thiir Xockvr tu fioking ſands, chty miilt loſe Ir- 


© Tillnow, 1ktew ter che pity , libdur , Hot _ | 
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"s ſtorm; I counſel you not to give your ſoul or Chiiſt 
reſt , -nor your eyes fleep , till ye havegounen lomethung, 
that will bide the fire , and ſtandout the ſtorm. lam 
fare, if ty one foot were in heaven, & then he wauld 
on, Jet ſelf , 7 will bold my grips of thee no longer 2? 
I thould go no further,but preſeucly tall down inas many 
pieces of dead nature. They arc bappy for evermore, 
' who are over head and ears in the Jove of Chriſt; and 


know no fickaels , but laye-lickne(s for Chriſt ; and feel | 


ſing and galloping after our own aight-dreams, (ſuch are 
the rpvi oo miſcarrying hearrs,) to get ſome crea- 
od Lon this (de of death : We 


7 
would fain ſtay , and ſpin oat a heaven to our ſelves, in 


crofles and fie are both wooft aud warp, in thax ill un 
t 


ts 
are ſill upoathe things which arc above! and happy 


Lord Ieſus bgve over , come and fetch the driny paſſenger ! 
I'with our were more frequently then they are 
on our countrey. 0 oy haven II ſweer (mell 

w 


| feel 


-w 
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love for Chriſt! O would to God, 1 had more for his 
ſake! O for as munch love, as would lie betwixt me and 
heaven for his ſake! O for as much love, as would go 
roupd about the earth and over the heaven , yea the liea- 
ven of hearcus and ten thouſand worlds , that I might 
lerall out opon fair, fair, only fair Chriſt | Buralas ! 
I have nothing for him; yer be hath much forme: itisns 

ain to Chriſt chat he getterh my linle feckleſs ſpan» 
[9 and hand-breadth of love, If-men would Ln 
ſomething to do with their hearts and their choughts , 
that are alwayes rolling up and down , like men with 
oares in a boat, aſter finful vanities , they may find 
great and ſweet employment to their thoughts upon 
Chriſt : Ifthoſe frochie lutnating and reſtlels hearts of 
ours, would come all abour Chriſt and look into his 
love, to bottomleſs love , to the depth of mercy , tothe 
unſearchable riches of his grace, ro enquire after and 
ſearch into the beauty of God in Chriſt; they would be 
ſwallowed up in the depth, and beight, leogrh , and 
breadth of his goodneſs. - Oh if men would draw the 
curtains , and look into the inner-fide of the ark, and 
behold how the fulneſs ofthe Godhead dwelleth in hin 
bodily! O who would not fay, let me die-, let me die tes 
times , to ſee a ſight of him ! Ten thouſand deaths wereno 

reat price togive for him. I am ſure, fick, fainting 
_ would highten the market , and raiſe the price ts 
the double ,for him. Bur alas ! if men and Angels were 
rouped and fold at the deareſt price , they would not all 
buy a night's Jove or a four and twenty hours fight of 
Chriſt !- O bow happy are they , who get Chriſt for 
nothing ! God (end me no more for my part of Paradiſe, 
but Chriſt : and ſurely 1 were rich enough, and as well 
heaven'd, as the beſt ofchem » if Chriſt were my heavep. 
Ican write ao better thing to you , then ro defire you, 
if ever ye laid Chriſt in a count, to take himpp , and 
count over again; aud weigh him again and again: And 
after this have no other to court your love , and to wooe 
your ſoul's delighrbut Chriſt : he will be found worthy 
of all your love; howbeir it ſhould ſwell upon you, 
from the earth to the uppermoſt circle of the _—_ 
I 
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of heavens. To our Lord Jeſus aud his love I commend 
you. 


eAberd. 1637, Yours. in his ſweet Lord 
Jeſus, $.R, 


7 JONET KENNEDY. 


MISTRESS; 


(5 Race,mercy and peace be unto you: Yeare not a 
little obliged ro his rich grace, who he hath ſeparar 
you for himſelf, and for the promiſed inheritance , with 
the ſaints in light, from this condemned and guilty 
world : Hold falt Chriſt , contend for him ; itis a law- 
full pleatogo to holding and a for Chriſt ; and 
it is notpollible co keep Chriſt peaceably, having once 
gotten him , except the devil were dead. Ir mult be 
your reſolucion , to ſer your face againſt Satan's northern 
tempeſts and ſtorms , tor ſalvation : Nature would have 
heaven come Mleeping to us in our beds: we would all 
buy Chriſt, ſobcing we might make price our ſelves; 
but Chriſt is worth more blood and lives , then either ye 
or Ihavetogive him, When weſhall come home, and 
enter to the poſl;ſſhon of our brother's fair kingdom, and 
when our heads ſhall find the'weight ofthe eternal crown 
of glory , and when we ſhall look backto pains and ſut- 
ferings ; then (hall we ſee life , and ſorrow, to beleſs 
then one ſtep or ſtride from a priſon to glory: and that 
our little inch of time ſuffering 1s not worthy of our firſt 
night's welcome-home to heaven, O what then will be 
the weight of every one of Chriſt's kiſſes ! O how weigh- 
ty and of what worth ſhall every one of Chriſt's love- 
Miles be! O when once he ſhall thruſt awearied tra- 
yeller's head berwixr his bleffed breaſts, the poor ſoul 
ſhall rhivk one kiſs of Chriſt hath fully paid home for- 
tic or aftic years we: ſweet, and all ic's ſore heart and 
light ſufferings, it had in following after Chriſt! O 
rice blinded ſouls , whoſe hearts are charmed and be- 
witched with dreams , ſhadows , feckleſs things, night- 
'yanitics aud night fancies of a miſerable life of fin. Shame 
* On 
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on us, who ficftill fertered with the love and liking of 
the loan of a piece of dead chy. O poorffools, whoare 
beguiled with painted rhings , and this world's fair wea- 
ther and ſmooth promiſes, and rotten worm-ecater 
hopes! may not t edeviliaugh , toſceus give our our 
ſouls , and get in but corrupe and counterfeir pleaſures 
of ſin. O tora fight of eternity's gory, and alittle ta- 
ſting of the Lamb's marriage-ſupper! half a draught or 
adrop of the wine of confolations , that is up 1nour 
banquetting houſe , our of Chriſt's own hand, would 
make our ſtomachs loath the brown bread and the ſawre 
drink of a miſcrable life. O how far are we bereft of wir, 
to.chaſe and hunt and run, till our ſonls be ear of breath, 
after a condemned happineſs of our own making! and do 
we not fit farinour own light, to make ir a matter of 
bairns-play, to (kink and drink over paradiſe and the 
heaven , that Chriſt did ſweat for, even for a blaſt of 
ſmoke, and for Eſau's morning break-faff ? O thatwe 
were out of our ſelves, and dead to this world, and this 
world dead & crucified to us, & then we ſhould be cloſe 
out of love and conceit, of any maſked and fairded lover 
whatſoeyer; thea Chriſt would win and conquer ts 
himſelf a lodging in the inmoſt yolk of our heart : then 
Chriſt ſhould be our night-ſong and our morning-ſong : then. 
the very noiſe and din of our welbeloved's feet, when 
he cometh , and bis firſt knock or rap at the door, ſhould 
be as the news of two heavens tous. Ohthatour eyes 
and our ſoul's- (melling ſhould go after a blaſted and ſun 
burnt flower, even this plaiſtered fair our-ſided world ,' 
and then we have neither eye nor (ſmell for the lower of 
leſſe, tor that plant of renown, for Chriſt , the choiſeſt, 
the faireſt , the ſwetelt roſe that ever God planted ! O ler 
ſome of us dieto feel the ſmell ofhim, 4 let my part of 
this rotten world be forfeited & ſold for evermore, pro- 
viding | may anchor my tortering ſoul apon Chciſt ? I 
know itis ſometimes at this, Lord , what wilt thou have 
for Chriſt? But O Lord,canſt thou be budded or propined with 
any giſt for Chriſt? © Lord , can Chriſt be ſold; or rather, 
may not a poor needy ſumer bave him for nothing? If I can ger 
ao more, Olerme be paincd to all eternity wich lon- 


I 2 ging 


”.” 


199 Mr. RuTHzRtrfOORD'S Epiſt. 9, 
g-og for him, The joy of huogring for Chriſt, (bould be 
any heaven for evermore. Alas that I cannot draw fouls 
and Chult rogerher : bur Ldeficerhe coming of his Kino- 
dom: and that Chriſt (as { aſluredly hope he thall ) wou!d 
come. upon withered Scotland, as rain upon the new 
mowa graſs. O ler theking come! O ler his Kingdom 
come ! Olet their eyes rotin their eyc holes, who will 
not receive him home again to reign aud rule in Scotland! 
Grace,grace be with you. 
cAberd, 1637, Yours in his ſweet Lord 
leſus, S.R. 


To his Reverend aud Dear Brother 
Mr. DAVID DICKSON. 


Reverend and deareſt Brother ; 


wW Hat joy have I out of heaven's gates, but that my 
Lord Jeſus be glorified , inmy bonds ? Bleſſed be 
ye of the Lord , who contribate any thing to my obliged 
and indebted praiſes: dear Brother , help me a poor dy- 
vour to pay the intereſt , for I canhot come nigh to render 
the principal: it is notjeſt por ſport , which maketh me 
to ſpeak and writeas 1do: I never before cameto thar 
nick or pirch of communion with Chriſt, that Ihave 
now attained unto, for my confirmation : 1 have been 
theſe two Sabbaths or three-i privat , taking inſtruments 
1a che name of God , that my Lord Jefus and 1 have kiſſed 


each orher in Aberdeen, the houſe of my pligrimage: I | 


ſcek not an apple roplay me with , he knoweth , whom 1 
{ervein the {piric , bur a ſeal ;1 but beg earneſt, and am 
conteut to ſuſpend and friſt glory , while ſupper time: 1 
know this world will not laſt with m-; for my moon light 
is noon-day light, and my four-bours above my feaſts, when 
I was a preacher ; at which times alſo, I wasembraced 
veryoften , in his arms: But who can Blame Chfiſt to 
rake me oa behind him { if I may ſay ſo ] oa his white 
horſe, or in his chat idt paved with love, through a water : 
Will not a father take his little dated Davie , 1 his arms, 
2ad*carry him over a ditch or a-mire? my ſhort legs 
could nor ſtep over this {aire or finking mire, and __ 

wy , ore 


- 


tm 

4 be 
iged 
x, *Y 
nder 
bh me 
that 
have 
becn 
ents 


11Ted 


e:'l | 


om 1 
dam 
e: I 
light 
g hen 
raced 
iſt to 
yhice 
ater : 
rms, 
legs 
jere- 
tore 


' 


Epiſt;5t. Litrfss. 147 


fofe'my Lord Jeſus will bear me thorow: if a change 
come and a datk day,'fe being that he will keep my faith 
without ſlaxy or crack, I'dare nor blame him ; howbeirT 

et no more, while I cometo heaven : But ye know, the 
phylick behoved to hare ſugar , my faith was fallena 
ſwoon, and Griſt but held up a ſwooning man's head: 
indeed I pray nor for a Dated Bairn's diet, he knoweth, H 
would have Chriſt ſowre or ſweet; any way, fo being ic 
be Chriſt indeed : 1 ſtand'not now upon paired apples, 
or ſugared diſhes ;- but I cannot blame him te give, and 
I muſt gape and make a wide mouth : fince Chriſt will: 
not pentyy-up joyes, he mult be welcome , who will nor 
bide away : 1 ſeek no other fruit, bur that he may be glo— 
rified:* heknowetch, 1 would take hard fare ro have his 
name ſer on high. Ibleſs you for your counſel : I hopes 
live by faith, and ſwim without a maſſe ot bundle of jny- 
Ful ſenſe under my chin ; at leaſt ro yentore, albeit L 
ſhould be ducked. Now for my caſe, I think the Countel 
ſhould be eſfayed, and the event referred to God : Durics 
arc'ours, and events arc God's, I ſhall go through yours 
upon the Covenant at leafure, and write toyou my mind 
thereanent : and anent the «Arminian Contratt betwixt the 
father and the ſon. 1beſeech you ſer to, ro gothrovgh- 
ſcripture: yours on the Hebrews is in great requeſt with» 
all, wbe would be acquaint with Chrift's Teſtament, I 
purpoſe God willing to ſerabout Hoſes, andto try, if I 
cad get it to the preſs here. Irrefre(herh me much that ye 
are ſo kindro my brqther; lhope your counſel thall do- 
him good; Irecommend him to you”, fince1 am (o far: 
from him: Tamglad, that the f ok fervant of God!', 
famous and faithful My. Cuningham ſcaled your miniſtry: 
before he fell aſleep: Grace, grace be with you. 


þAberd. March: 7. Yours in bis ſweet Lord 
1637, leſus ,1S Rs 
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To the Much honoured 


WILLIAM RIGGE 
Of Atheray. 
Much Honoured Sir; a 

5 , mercy and peacgbe to you : Ireceived your 
long-looked-for and ſhort letter ; I would ye had 

fpoke moce to me, whoſtand in need : 1 find Chriſt, as ye 
write, a7 the longer the berter, and therefore cannoc bur 
rejoycein his ſalvation, who hath made my chains my 
wings, and hath made me a King over my crofles, and 
evcr my adverſaries : glory, glory, glory to his high,high 
and holy name: Not one ounce , not one grain-weight 
morc is laid on me, thanhe hath enabled me to bear': And 
Iam not ſo mach wearicd to ſuffer , as Sions haters arc te 
rſecute, ObitI conld finda way, in any meaſure, to 
Rive to be even with Chriſt's love ; but that I muſt give 
ever! Oh who would helpa dyvour to pay praiſes tothe 
King of ſaints, who triumpheth in his weak ſervants? I 
ſce,if Chriſt but ride upon a worm, or a feather; his horſe 
will neither ſtumblener fall: The worm Facob is made 
by him. , a new charp thresbing inſtrument, having teeth , to 
threth the mountains, and beat them ſmall, and to make 
the hills as chaff, and to fan them, ſo as the wind 5hball car- 
ry them away , andthe-whirle wind shalt ſcatter them, 1a. 
" 41. 14+ 15 16. Chriſt's enemics arc but breaking, their 
their own heads in pieces upon. the rock laid in Zion, 
and the ſtone is not removed out of its place : Faith hath 
canſe co take- courage, from our very afflitions ; the 
devil is bur a wag, to tharpen the faith and patience 
ofthe (ſaints: I know, he bur heweth and poliſherh ſtones 


all chis time, for the new [eruſalem ; Bat ip allrhis, three | 


things have mych moved me, finceit hath-pleaſed my 
Lord corurn my moon-light intoday-light. Firſt, He hath 
yoked me to work, to wreſtle with Chriſt's Jove of lon- 
ging, wherewith I am fick, pained, faintiogand like to 
dic, becauſe | cannot get himſelf, which I think a ſtrauge 
ſort of deſertion ; for I have not himſelf { whom ifI had, 
my love-ficknels would coel , and my fever o—eh = 


b 
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leaſt, | lhowld know. the heat ofthe fire of complacencie, 
which would cool Og (corp pogNEat of the fire of deſire 
and yetI bave no peouric af hus love, and ſo I dwin, 1 dic, 
and heſcemerh notto rac on me, I cake inſtraments in his 
band, that 1 would have himi ; but I cannor ger him; and 
my beſt chear is black-bunger :- 1 bleſs him for that feaſt. 
Secondly , old challenges now and then: revive” and caſt 
all down, 1 go halting and Gghiog, fearing. there be 
an unſeen proceſs yer comivg ouc , and that heavier then 
I can anſwer : 1 connor read diſtiatly my Sucerie's a&t of 
cautionrie, for me in particular, and my diſcharge; 
and ſenſe rather then faith aſſureth me of what I have : So 
unableamItogo , butby an hold. Lcould ( with reve- 
rence of my Lord ) targive Chriſt, it he would give me 28- 
much faith,asI have hunger for him : 1 hop? the pardon 
is now obtained, but the peace is not ſureto me; as 1 
would wiſh :. Yer ons thing L know; there it not a way tg 
heaven, but the way he hath graced me to profeſs and 
ſuffer for. Thirdly, woe, woe is me, for the virgia daugh- 
ter of Scotland , -and for the fearful deſolation', and 
Wrath pfoinged for this land ; And yetall are ſleeping, 
cating and drinking, laughing and ſporting , as ifall were 
well. Oh oucdim gold, our dumb , blind- paſtors, the 
ſon is gone down uponthetn, and our Nobles bid Chriſt 
fend for imſelf , ifhe be Chriſt : it were gqod » VC (houlg' 
learn in time the way to our ſtrong holdeSir,howbeit nor 
acquainted, remember: my. love to your wife, I pray 
Godeſtablith you. 
eAberd. March. 9.1617. Yours in his ſweet L. leſus,S.R. 


7 JOHN EWAR T, 
Bailiffe of Kirckcudbright. 


Ay very worthy and dear Friend ; 
Cannor but moſt kindly thank you, for the expreſſions 


of yourlove: your loye and reſpect to me 15a grezr 
comfort to me. 1 bleſs his high and glorious name , that 
the terrors of great men , have not affrighted me go 
open avouching of the Soa of God ; nay , his crol#1s the 
ſweeteſt burden thatever Ibare : it is ſuch a burden , as 
I 4 wings 
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wings are to a bird, or failesto a ſhiprocar me tdtwack 
to my harbour: I have not much cauf- to fall inlove with 
the world; bnt rather tro wiſh , that he 'who fitreth apon 
the floods world bring my broken ſhip ro Land, and kce 
my conſcience ſafe, in theſe dangerous times: for wrat 
from the Lord is coming on this finful Land. Ir were 
good, that we priſoners ofhope knew of our ſtrong hold 
ro run to before the ſtorm come on : Therefore Sir, I be- 
ſeech you , by the mercies of God , and comforts of his 
Spirit , by the blood of your Saviour , and by your com- 
| mongay before the ageeny, Jadge of the world, 
ep your garments clean, and ſtand for the truth of 
Chrilt , which ye profeſs : When the time ſhall come 
that your eye-ſtrings ſhall break , your face wat pale, 
your breath grow cold, and this houſe of clay ſhall totter, 
and your one foot ſhall be over the march, incrernity , ic 
thall be your comfort and joy , that ye gave your name to 
Chriſt. Thegreateſt pare of the world think heaven at 
the next door , and that Chriſtianity is ancakeraſk ; bur 
they will bebeguiled. Worthy Sir , I beſeech you make 
fure work of falyation : I have found by experience, that 
all I could do, hath had munch ado, in the day of my trial; 
and therefore lay up a ſure foundation, for the time to 
come. I cannot requite you, for your undeſerved favonrs 
ro me and my- now aftlited brother ; bat Itruſt to re- 
member you to God: remember me heartily ro your 
kind wife. 
eAberd. March. 11. Yours in his only Lord 
I637. Jeſus, $. R. 


TT WILLIAM FULLERTON 
Provoſt of Kirkudbright. 


Much honoured Sir ; 


Race, mercy and peace beto you : Fam obliegedro 

your love in God : I beſeech you, Sir, ler nothing 
beſodear toyou, as Chriſt's truth; for ſalvation is worth 
all theworld; and therefore be not afraid of mem, that 
ſtall die: the Lord thall do for you in your ſuffering toc 
him , and ſhall bleſs. your houſe aud feed , a" 
$ 
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Godepromite that ye ſhall have his preſence in fire, wa- 
Aeraand in ſerentribulations. Your day will wear to 2n 
end, and your ſun go down in death : ic wilbbe yourjoy, 


kee thar ye have venturedall ye have for Chriſt, and there1s 
no ot a promiſe of heaven made, butto ſuch, as are wongey 
were affer for it:it is a Caſtle caken by force. This carch is but 
hold the clay-portion of baſtards; and therefore no wonder the 
| be- world ſmile on it's own ; bur better things are laid up for 
f his his lawfully begotten bairns, whom the world hareth: , 
OM - I have experience to {peak this : for I would nor exchange 
rid, my priſonand fad nights , withthe conrt , honour , and 
h of caſe of my adverſaries: My Lord is pleaſed to make many 
ome unknown faces to langh upon me, and to providea lod- 
alc, ging for me: and he bimſelf vificeth my ſoul, with feaſts 
ter, of (pirireal comforts. O how ſweet a Maſter is Chriſt!” . 
, ir Bleſſed are they who lay down all for him, Ithank you 
eto kindly for your love to my. diſtreſſed brother. Ye have 
nat the bleſſing and prayers of the priſoner of Chriſt royou, 
bur your Wife and Children. Remember my loveaud bleſ- 
ake 18 Hog to William and Samwel: Idefire them in their youth 
that to ſeek the Lord, and fear his great name , to pray twice 
rial; a day (at leaſt) ro God, andto read God's word , to keep” 
eto themſelves from curſing, licing end filthie ralking. Now” 
zars | the only wiſe God, andthe preſence of the Sonof God be: 
re- with you all, 
our " eAberd. March, 13, Yours in his ſweet Loyd 
1637- leſus , S.-R. 
Cord” | 
a To the worthy gnd much bonowred 


— BB Mr. ALEXA K COLVILL- 


Of Mair, 
Ito Mach honoured St; 
ing Race, mercy and peace beto.-you : The bearer here-- 
th LJ of M.R,F. is moſt-kind'co me ; Idefire you to? 
hat thank him : But none is ſ@ kind as my only royal King 8 
for Maſter, whoſe croſs is my garland : The King dineth 


with kis priſoncs , aud his ſpikeuard caſterh a-mell 
I: 5: Fo = 
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He has led me up to ſuch a pitch & nick of joyful commu- 
nion with himſelf, as | never knew before : When Ipot 
back ro by-gones, 1judge my (elf ro have beena child ac 
A,B,C. with Chriſt: Worthy Sir , pardon me, 1 date pot 
eonccal it from you, it isasafirein my bowels: in his 
preſence , who lecth me, 1 ſpeak it, 1 am pained, pained 
With the love of Chriſt ; he hath made me flick & wound- 
ed me : Hunger for Chriſt vut-runneth faick: 1 miſs tauh 
more then love. O if the three Kingdoms would come & 
ſee ! O ifthey knew his kindneſs ro my foul ! It has plea- 
ſed himtrobring meto this , that 1 will nor ſtrike (av's to 
this world , nor flatter it, nor adore this clay-idol , that 
fools worſhip : As1am now diſpoſed , I thivk 1 will gei- 
ther borrow nor lend with it ; & yer getmy meat from 
Chriſt with nurcure; for ſeven times a day Iam lifted up 
& caſteu down. My dumb Sabbaths burthen my keart,bc 
make it blecd : 1 want not fearful challenges , & jealou- 
fies ſometimes of Chriſt's love, that he has caſtea me over 
the dike of the vineyard , as adry tree: Butthisis my 10- 
farmity : By his grace 1 take my elf in theſe ravings : it is 
kindly that faith & love both be ſick , & fevers arc kivdly 
to moſt joyful communioa with Chriſt. Ye are blelled , 
who gvyouch Chriſt openly before the Prince of this Kivg- 
dom , wholcryes are upon you : it is your glory ts litr 
ham up on his throne , to carry his train , and bear up the 
hena of his robe royal : He hasan hiding place for Md-A.C. 
againſt the ſtorm : go on, & fear not what man can do: 
T he (aiuts ſeem to hare the gorlt of it, (for apprchepſions 
«an makea lye of Chriſt andof his love ) but ir is not fo : 
Providence is not rolled upon upequal & crooked wheels: 
«All things work togethtr for the good of thoſe who love Ged, 
«nd are called according to his purpoſe. Ere it be long , we 
{hall ſee the white fide of God's Providence. My Brother's 
caſc has moved me not a little : He wrote ro me yopr care 
& kindaeſs, $ir, the priſoner's bleflings & prayers 1 troſt 
ſhall not go by you. He that isableto keep you, bt to pre- 
ſent you before the preſence of bis face with joy , clta- 
bliſh your heart in the Joye of Chriſt. 
«Aberd. 19 Febr, Yours in his ſeveet Lord 
1617» Sew, $. 


To 
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&S EARLESTOWN Tounger. 


Honoured and Dear Brother ; 
Race , mercy and peace beto you: I received your 
letrer, Which refreſhed my foul. 1 thank God ,: 
the court is cloſed , I think ſhame of my part of ic: I paſs 
now from my unjuſt ſummoads of aabindach , libelled 
againſt Chriſt my Lord: He 1s not (uch a Lord & Maſter ,- 
as I took bim tobe; verily, heis God, andlamduſt & 
aſhes: 1 rook Chriſt's glooms to þe as good as Scripture 
ſpeaking wrath , bur 1 have ſcen the other fide of Chriſt, 
and the white fide of his crols now. Ibchooved tocome 
to <Aberdeen, to lcarn a new myſtery in Chriſt, that his - 
promile is better to be believed, than his looks ; and thar 
the devil can cauſe Chriſt's glooms ſpeak a lic to a weak 
man. Nay , yerily 1 was a child before, all þy-gones are 
but bairns play: I would I could begin to be a Chriſtian ' 
inſ{ad carneſt : I need notblame Chriſt , if I be nor one ; 
for he hath ſhewed me heaven and hell in Aberdeen: But 
the truthis, for all my ſorrow , Chriſt is nothing in my 
debt ; for comforts bave refreſhed my foul : Ihave heard 
aud (cen him in his ſweerne(s, ſoas 1 am almoſt aying , 
it is not he that 1 was wounr to meet with: He laugheth 
more chearfully , his kilfes are more ſweet and ſoul-re- 
freſhing » thao the kiſſes of che Chriſt , 1 ſaw before , - 
were; (though he be the ſame) or rather, the King hath 
led me uproa meaſure of joy , & communion with m 
Bridegroom » that I never atrained to before ; ſo that of- 
ten I think, I will neichee borrow- nor lend with this 
world , 1 will nor ſtcike fail rocrofles, nor flatter them, 
to be quit of them, as I have done. Come all croſles , - 
welcome , welcome ! $0 1 may get my heartful of my 
Lord Jrſus. Ihave beenſoncar tum, as 1 have ſaid, 1 
take inſtruments this is the Lord , , leave a token behind thee , - 
that I may never forget this. Now. what can Chriſt do 
more to date one of his poor priſoners? Therefore, Sir , » 
I charge you , inthe name of my Lord Jeſus, praiſe with 
me, & {hew to others what he hath dene unto my ſoul, 
T his is the fruit of my ſufferings , that 1 deſire Chriſt's © 
I 6” nary * 
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name may be ſpread abroad in this Kingdom, is myte- 
half. Ihope in God notto ſlander him again; yet inAls, 
I get not my feaſts without ſome mixrure of gall; neither 
am [I free of old jealoufies ; for he hath removed my lo- 
vers and frieuds far from me, he hath mgde my congre- 

ion deſolate, and raken away my crown: and my 

mb ſabbaths are like a ſtone ried to a bird's foor , that 
waateth no: wings, they ſeem to hinder me to flie, 
Were it not that I dare not ſay one word, but, Well 
done, Lord leſus, We can in our proſperity ſport our 
ſelves, aod be too bold with Chrift ; yea. be that 1nſolent, 
as to chide with him ; but ander the water we dare nor 
ſpeak. 1 wonder now of my ſometimes boldneſs, ro chide 
and quarrel Chriſt, to nickname Proyidence, when it 
roaked me againſt the hair , bur now ſwiming in the 
waters , I think my wills fallen to the ground of the wa- 
ter: Thaveloſtit. 1thinkI would faia ſer Chriſt alone, 


andgive him leave to do with me wharhe pleaſeth, if 


he would ſmile upon me, Verily, we know not what an 
eviliris, toſpilland indulge our fclves , and to make an 
idol of oar wif: I was once, I would not cat, except I had 
wailed meat; now I dare not complain of crumbs and 
eirings uader his table : I was once that I would make the 
houſe ado , if \aw nor the world carved , and ſetin order 
to my liking ;. vow Iam filent , when I fee God hath fer 
fervants on horſeback, and is farnipgand feeding the chil- 
dren of perdition. I pray God, I never find my wilagain : 
Ohif Chriſt wouldſabjec my willto his, and trample 
it under his feet, and liberate me from thac lawleſs Lord. 
Now Sir, in your youth gather faſt, your ſug will mount 
to the Meridian quickly, and thereafter decline : Be gree- 
dy of gtace: Study above anything , my dear Brother , to 
mortifie your luſts. Oh bur pride of youth, vaiaty, luſt, 
ddolizingof the world ? and charming pleafares, take 
long time to root them out? As faras yeare advanced in 
the way to heaven, aSncer as ye are to Chriſt, as much 
progreſsas ye have made in the way of mortification, ye 
will find that ye are, far behind , and have moſt of your 
work before you. Iuever took it to beſo hard, tobe 
dcadio-my laſts and to. this wozld ;: When the dayof 
% yilt- 
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jon cometh , and your old idels come weeping a- 
you, ye will have much ado not ro break your 
heart; it is beſt ro give upin time with them, (0 as ye could 


at a call quit your part of this world, for adrink of wa- 
ter, Or > hind of nothing. Verily, 1 have ſcenthe beſt of 
this world , a moth- eaten, threed-baye coat: I purpoſera 
lay itafide , being now hollie and old. © for my houſeas- , 
bove , not madewith hands ! Pray for Chrilt's priſoner, 
and writetome: Remember my love to your mother : 
Deſire her from me , to make for removing ; the Lord's 
ide will not bide her; and to ſeek an heavenly mind, that 
her heart may be often there, Grace, be with you. 


eAberd. Feb. 0. Yours, and Chriſt's priſe- 
1637- ner, $.R. 
T7 ROBERT GLENDING. 
My Dear Friend; 


Race, mercy and peace be to you: I thank you 

moſt kindly for your care of me , and your love, 

and reſpeQive kindneſs to my Brother in his diſtreſs : 1 
pray the Lord, ye may find mercy in the day of Chriſt, 
and Ientreat you Sir, toconfider the times ye live in, and 
that your ſoul is of more worth to you , then the whole 

« world, which, io the day of the blowing of the laſt rrum- 
pet, ſhall lye 1n white aſhes , as an old caſtle burat ro no- 
thing : and Remember, that judgment and eternity is be- 
face you. My dear and worthy friend, let meemerat you in 
Chriſt's name , and by the ſalvation of your ſoul, and by 
our COM pearance before the dreadful and f gg 
judge of the world, make your accounts ready : read them 
ere yecome tothe water fide; for your after-noon will 
wear ſhort , and yourſun fall low and ge down: and ye 
know that this lopg time, your Lord bath waited on you : 
O how comfortable a thing ſhall it bero you, when time 
ſhall be no more, and your ſoul thall depart our of the 
houleof clay , to vaſt and endleſserernity , to have your 
ſoul dicfſed up and prepared for your bridegroom ! No 
loſs is comparable to the loſs of the {oul, there is no hape 
ofregaining thc loſs, O how joyful would my ſoul bers 
IL 7 hear 
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hear , that ye would ſtarr tothe gate , and contend for 
the crown , and leaveall yauitics , aud make Chriſt ypur 

land ! Let your ſoul put away your old lovers , &ler 
Ehriſt hare Your whole love: 1 have (ome experience to 
write of this ro you; My witnels is ig heaven, I would 
not exchange my cEains, and bonds for Chriſt , and my 
fighs , for ten worlds glory. 1judge this clay-idol, that 
eAdam's ſons are rouping and ſelling their ſouls for, nor 
worth a drink of cold water, O if your ſoul werein my 
ſfoul'sſtead , how lick would ye be of love for that fair- 
eſt one , that faireſt among the ſons of men ! May-flow- 
ers aud morning-yapours and ſummer- miſt poſt not ſo 
faſt away , astheſe worm-caren pleaſures that we follow: 
We build caſtles in che air, and nighte-dreams are our 
daily idols, that wedote on: Salvation, Satvation is our 
only one neceſſary thing, Sir , call home your thoughts 
to this work, to inquire for your welbeloved: Thus 
earth is the portion of baſtards,ſeck the ſons inheritance, 
and ler Chriſt's cruth be dear ro you, Ipawnd my alva- 
tion on It , that this is the honour of Chriſt's Kingdom, 
I now luffer for, ( and this world 1 hope ſhall vor come 
berween me and my garland ) and that this is the way ro 
life. When ye and I {hall lye lumps of pale clay upon the 
cold ground, our pleaſures, that ye now narurally love, 


ſhall be le(s tben nothing , in that x. Dear Brother ,.. 


fulfil my joy , and berake you to Chriſt , without further 
delay , ye will be tain at lengrhro ſeek to him , or doin- 
hay worſe, Remember my love to your Wife : Grace 
be with you. 
eAberd. March 11. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Jeſus, S.R. 


T' WILLIAM GLEND 


Welbeloved and dear Brother ; 
Race, mercy ang peace be to you: 1 thank you moſt 
CJ kindly for your care and love to me, and in parti- 
cular ro my Brother z 10 bis diſtreſs in Edinburgh: Goop 
thraw your waters without wearying, your gtide knows 
the way, follow him , aud caſt your cares and tevtations 


ppon 


INING.. 


at ano. Ewe. _ atr@Qrcco ro.  AtcDuac _ 


as. %% 4 ww df ped bd nes 4 Wat «@._« 


Fpift. 99. * LoTTiR SS. 201 
him , & let not worms, the ſons of men, affri 
you; they ſhall dic , and che moth ſhalleartthem : keep 
our garland ,. there is no leſs at the ſtake, in this game 
[07062 4 vs abd the world, then our conſcience and /alva- 
tion: wehave necdto take heed to the game, and nor to 


| pid to them : Let them rake other things from us ; bur 


ere , in matters of conſcience , we muſt hold anddraw 
wich Kings , and (et our (clves in terms of oppoſition 
wirh the shields of the earth. O the ſweet communion 
for evermorcs that hath been berween Chriſt avd his pri- 
ſoner !' He weaticth not to be kind : He is the faireſt 
fight 1 ſee in Aberdeen, or any part that ever my fcer were 
in. Remember my hearty k:ndacls to your Wite ; 1de- 
fire her tobelieve , and lay her cares on God, and make 
falt work of (alvatuon. Grace be with you, 


«Aberd, Match 13. Yours i bis only Lord 
1637: Jeſus, S.R. 


7 JEAN BROWN. 


Welbeloved ang Dear Siſter ; 
(3s » mercy and peace be toyou: I received your 
Letter , Which 1 cſteem an evidence of your Chri- 
ſtian afteiou to me , andof your love towy honourable 
Lord and Maſter, My deſire is , that your communion 
with Chriſt may gion, and thar your reckonipgs may be 
put by hand with your Lord, ere ye come to the water- 
fide, O who knoweth how ſweet Chriſt's kiſſes are ! 
who hath beep more kindly embraced and kifſed , than 
I his baniſhed priſoner ? 1t the compariſon could ſtand , 
I would got exchange.Chriſt with heaven ir, ſelf; He has 
left a dart and arrow of loye in my ſoul , and it paineth 
me till be come & take it out: I find pain of theſe wounds, 
becauſe 1 would have poſicſſion. 1 know now, this worm- 
eaten apple, the plaiſtered rotten world , that the filly 
Children of this & orld are beating apd buffering apd pul- 
ing others ears for,is a pottion for baſtards gaod enough: 
and that is all chey have te look for. Idgficnd not , that 
my adverſaries ſtay at home attheir own fire-lide , with . 
more yeaily rent.chen 4; thould 1be avgryahatthe good- 
man 
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man of this houſe of the world Gſtcth a dog a ,» to 
& hucr bis teeth ? He hath taughrme , ro be content with 
a borrowed fire-fide and an witourh bed: and1 think, 1 
have loſt nothing , the in-come is ſo great. O what cel- 
ling 1s in Chriſt! O how weighry'is my fair garland, my 
crown, my fair upping ball in glory, where I ſhall be 
above the blows and buffertings of Prelats ! Ler this be 
our defire , and let your thoughts dwell much upon thar 
leſſedneſs, that abiderh you 1n the other world: The 
fair ſide of the world will be rurnedto you quickly,when 
ye [hall ſeethe crown: 1 ye are near your lodging : 
. O bucl would think my ſelf blefſed , for my pare, ro win 
he bouſe before the ſhower come on ! For God hath a 
quivcc full of arrows, to ſhoorat and ſhowr down upon 
Scotland. Ye have the'prayers of a priſoner of Chriſt. 1 
deſire Patrith to give Chriſt bis young love , even the 
flower of it, ad ad itby all others: ir were good to 
ſtact ſoon to the way : He ſhould thereby have a grearad- 
vantageantheevilday. Grace be with you. 
eAberd. March 7. + Yours in his only Lora 
1637. | Feſus, S.R. 


TM. JOHN FERGUSHILL. 


Rever thd and wwelbeloved in the Lord ; 

I Was reftzſhed wich-your Letter : 1am ſorry for that 
liogetiog avdlengſome viſitation , that is apon your 
Wife ; burl know ;Yetake ir as a mark of a lawtully be- 
gocten child, & .not'ofa baſtard,to be under your father's 
rod : {till ye be in heaven, it will-be bur foul weather , 
one Flawer tp aud wwother down : The lintel-ſtones and 
illgrs of the new Jeruſalem luffer moe knocks of God's 
mmer & rool / than che common ſide- wall ſtones : 2nd it 
tycroflesbewricten for you in God's book,they will 

K /, of abr a71>— oh & a2 drrhatogn , & afcer that no- 
| Wing But: vixtChriſt's breaſts for evermore: 
+; & hiso oO Te your face , & wipe away your 

] abh ings for his trath , your Ma- 
t Let us put bim in his own office, 
a7 chr gloomof Chriſt's croſs is works 
L £ cacn 
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then it ſelf.” I cannot keep up what he hath done tomy 
fout: My dear Brother , will | not gerhelp of you, to 
praiſe , andto lift Chriſtup on high ? He hath pamed me 
with his love , and hath lefra love-arrow in my heart,that 
hath made a wound , & ſwelled me np with defices, fo 
that 1 am to be pitied for want of real poſſeſſion: love 
would have the company of the party loved: & my great» 
eſt pain is the want of him ; not of his joys and comtorts, 
but of a near union, and communioy, This is histruth , 
I am fully perſwaded ,. Inow ſuffer for : For Chriſt has 
taken upon him to be witneſs toir, by his {weer com- 
forts ro my ſoul; and (hall I think him a falſe witneſs , or 
that he would ſubſcribe blank paper? I thank his high . 
and dreadful name , for what he hath given; I hope to 
keep his ſeal and his pawn , till he come and looſe it him- 
ſelf. Idefic hel copurmeoffic, butheis Chriſt, & he 
has mer with his priſoner :- and I took inſtruments in his 
own hand , thatit was he, andno other for him. When 
the Devil fenceth a baſtard courtin my Lord's ground , & 
gives me forged ſummonds , it will be my ſhame to misbe- 
teve, afrer ſach a fair broad ſcal : and yet Satan & my ap- 
prehenſion ſometimes make alic of Chriſt , asifhe bated 
me; but I dare believe no evil of Chriſt : if he would cool 
my love-fever for himſelf with real preſence & poſſeſſion , 
Fwould berich ; but I dare not be miſleerned , and ſeek 
more in that kind ; howbeit ic he no ſhameto beg ar 
Chriſt's door. I pity my adverſaries ; I grudge not, that 
my Lord keeps thera at their own fire-fide, and hath 
ou mea borrowed bed, anda borrowed fire-fide; Let 
the goed man of the houſe caſt a dog a bone , why ſhould I 
offend 2? I rejoice that the broken bark ſhall eometo land, 
and that Chriſt will on the ſhoar welcome the ſca-fick 
paſſenger. We have need of a great ſtock, againſt this 
day of trial that is coming; neither chaff nor corn in 
Scatland , but it ſhall once paſs thorow God's fieve. 
Praiſe , praiſe, & pray for me: for 1 cannot forget you: 
Eknow ye will be friendly to my afflicted Brother , who 
is now embarked inthe ſame cauſe with me: Let him 
have your counſel and comforts. Remember my love 


in Chriſt ro your ns, "6 health is coming , 9 
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her ſalv&ivn' Nleepeth not. Ye have the prayers and 
bleſſing ofa priſoner of Chriſt. Sow faſt; deal bread 
plentifallÞ: The pantry door will be locked on the baicys 
10 appearagice, ere long, Grace, grace be with you, 


AberdiMarch, 7. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
47. Feſus, S. R. 


To hi reverend and dear Brother , 
Hr. ROBERT DOUGLAS. 


Ay very reverend and deer Brother ; 


Race, mercy and peace be to you : Tlong to (ee you 
in paper”, I canuot but write to you, that this 
which 1 now ſuffer for is Chriſt's truth ; becauſe he hath 
been pleaſed ro ſeal my ſafferings with joy unſpeakable 
and plorious : I know he will not put tus ſeal upon blank 
paper : Chri!t hath not dumb- ſeals, neither will he be 
witnelst0a lye, Ibefeech you, my dear Brother , help 
me to praiſe , .and to life Chriſt upon his throne, above 
the ſhieldsof the earth. Iam aſtoniſhed and confoun- 
ded at the greatneſs of his Kindneſs to-ſuch a finger, I 
know, Chriſt and I ſhall never beever, 1 ſhalldie in bis 
debt : Hehath left an arrow in my heart, that paineth 
me for want of real poſlefſion: and hell cannot quench 
this coal of God's kindhog.. I with no man ſlander Chriſt 
or his croſs, for my cauſe; tor I have much cauſe to ſpeak 
much of him: He hath broughe me coa nick and de- 
ree of communion with himſelf, that I knew not be- 
ore. The diz and gloom of our Lord'scroſs, is more 
fearful and hard, then the croſs it ſelf: He raketh the 
bairns in his arms, when they come to a deep water ; at 
Jeaſt, when they loſe ground, and are put to ſwim; then 
his hand is under their chin... .Ler me be helped by your 
prayers, and remember my love to your kind wite. 
Grace be with you. 
eAberd. March, 7. Your: Brother and Chriſt"s 
1637. Priſoner. S.R, 
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To bis loving friend 
[JOHN HENDERSON. 


Loving friend ; 
Ontinne-ip the love of Chriſt, and the dodtrine , 
which1 taught you faithfully and painfully , ac- 
cording to my meaſuze: Iam free of your blood : Fear 
the dreadful name of God: Keep in mind the exami- 
nations , Which I taught you, -_ 


tore the truth of God. 
Death, as faſt as time fycth , chaſerh you out of this lite : 
it is poſſible, ye make your reckonipg with yeur judge , 
before ſee you ; let ſalvation be your care night and day 
and ſertafide hours and rimes of the day for prayer. I re- 
Joyce to hear that there is prayer in your houſe : See that 
your ſervants keep the Lord's day, This dirt and god of 
clay, Lmecan the vain world , is not worth the ſeeking. 
An hireling-paſtor is to be thruſt in upon you, ip the 
room, to which I have Chriſt's warrai.d and right : Stand 
to your libertics , for the word of God alloweth you a 
voteinclufing your Paſtor. What I write to you, I 
writeto your wife : commend me heartily to her. The 
grace of God be with you. 


eAberd, March. 1 4. Your Loving friend an d 
1637. Paſtor, S.R. 


TM. HUGH HENDERSON. 


My reverend and Dear Brother ; 


I Hear ye bear the marks of. Chriſt's dying about with: 
you, and that your” brethren. have caſt you our tor 
your Maſter's ſake: Let us wait on till the evening , and 
tilFour reckoning in black and white come before our 
Maſter, Brother, fince we muſt have a devil torrouble 
us, Ilovea ragingdevil beſt: Our Lord knoweth what 
fort of devit we have need of: it is beſt Satan be in his 
own ſkin, andlook like himſelf; Chriſt weeping look- 
ethlikehimſelfalſo, with whom Scribes and Phariſees 
were at yes and ney , aud ſharp contradiction. Ye ”_ 
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* heard of the patience of lob, when he lay in I aſhes , 
God was with him, clawing and curivg his ſcabs , and 
letting outhis boils, comforting his ſoul), 'and be cook 
im «Loy That God is not dead yet; he will ſtoop 
and take up fallen bairns : many broken legs fince c Adam's 
days hath he ſpelked, and many weary hearts hath he re» 
freſhed. Bleſs him for comfort : Why ? Nonecomes dr 
from DBeavid's Well ; ler us goamong(t the reſt , and caſt 
down our toom bukkets into Chriſt's Ocean , & ſack con- 
ſolatiohs our of him ; We are not ſo ſore ſtriken, bur 
we may fill Cheiſt's hall wich weeping : We have not 
gotten our anſwer from him yer: Letns lay up our broken 
plea's to a full ſea, aud keep them till the day of Chriſt's 
coming: We and this world will not be even till then: 
They would take ovr garment from us ; butler us hold, 
and ther draw. Brother , ir isa ſtrange world, if we 
Jauplynot : 1 never faw the like of it, iff there be not 
cg man , for thiscontempr done to the Son of God? 

e malt do as thoſe, who keep the bloody napkin ro 
the Bailiff, and ler him ſee blood : we muſt keep our 
wrongs to our Judge , and ler him fee our bluddered and 
foul faces : Priſoyers of hope muſt run to Chriſt with 
the gutters , that tears have made on their cheeks. Bro- 
ther, for my (elf, I am Chriſt's diced one, for the pre- 
frac, and live upoo'no deaf nuts (as we uſc to ſpeak) 
he hath opened fourtains ro me in the wilderneſs; Go, 
look to my Lord Jeſus, his love te me is ſuch , that Ide- 
he the world ro find cither brim or bottom in it. Grace 
be with you. 

«Aber. March tz, Your Brother in his ſweet Lord 


I637. = Jeſus » S.R. 
Toche Ledy ROBERTLAN D. 
MISTRESS; 


Race, mercy and peace be unto-you : - I {hall be glad 
to hear that your ſoa! proſpereth , aud that fruit 
groweth upon you; after the Lord's huſbandry, and pains 
1 his rod, that hath nor ' been aftranger ro you from 
your youth. It is the Loxd's kindaels,that be will take the 
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ſcam off us in the fire: Who knoweth how needfal win- 
nowing is tous , and whar droſs we muſt wank, re we 
enter into the Kingdom of God ? So narrow is the entry 
ro heaven, that our knots, out bunches and lumps of pride; 
ſelf-love , and idol-love , and world-love muſt be haim- 
mered off us, that we may throng. in, ſtooping low » and 
creeping thorow that narrow and thorny entry, And 
now for my (elf,l find it the moſt ſweet and heavenly life, 
to take up houſe ard dwelling at Chriſt's fire-fide, and fer 
down my tent boa Chriſt, that foundatiou-ſtone , who 
is ſuce and faithful ground, and hard under foot: Oh ! 
ifl could win toir, and proclaim my (elf nor the world's 
debter, nor a lover obliged toir ; and that I mind not to 
hire or bud this world's love any longer ; but defie the 
kindneſs, & feud of God's whole creation whatſoever ; 
eſpecially the lower vault & clay part of God's creatures , 
this vain carth + For what hold I of his werld? A bor- 
rowed lodging , & ſome years houſe room , & bread and 
water , & hire, & bed , & candle, &c, are all apartof the 
penſion of my King & Lord, to whom Towe thanks , and 
not to a creature, Ithank God, rhat Godis God , and 
Chriſt is Chriſt, & che earth che earth, & the devil the de- 
vil, & the world the world, & that fio is fin, & that every 
ching is whatitis: Becauſche has taught me, in my wil- 
derneſs, not ro ſhafle my Lord Jeſus, nor to incermix 
him with crearure vanities , nor toſpin or twine Chriſt or 
his (weer love inoneweb, or in one threed, with the 
world and the things thereof. Oh if I could hold & keep 
Chriſt all alone, & mix him with nothing ! O if I could 
cry down the price & weight of my curſed felf, & cry up 
the price of Chriſt , & double , & triple, & augment, and 
heighten to millions the price and worth of Chriſt ! Iam 
riff durſt ſpeak fo, & might «very tary > ſo bun- 
gredly tutoured by Chriſt Jeſus ; my liberal Lord , that his -. 


.nice love , which my ſoul would be in hands with , flyerh 
me;&yerIam trained on to love him, & luſt, & long, 
& dic for his love, whom 1 cannot ſee: iris 4 wonder, © 
to pine away with love for a covered and hid lover , and to 
be hungred with his love, ſs as a poot fonl cannot 
his ll of hunger for Chriſt; iris hard to be Nance, - F+ 
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hunger » whereof ſach abundance for other things is in 
the world : But ſure, if wewere tutours, and ſtewards, 
and Maſters , and Lord-carvers of Chriſt's love, we 
ſhould be more lean , and worſe fed than we are: Our 
meat doth us the more good , that Chriſt keepeth che 
keys , andthat the wind and the air of Chriſt's ſweet 
breathing , and of the influence of his ſpiric is locked up 
in the hands of the pood pleaſure of him , who bloweth 
where heliſtech. Ifee, there is a forr of impartinent pa- 
tience required, inthe want of Chriſt, as to his mani- 
feſtations,and waiting on : They thrive who wait on his 
levc,and the blowing of it, & the turning of his gracious 
wind; & they thrive,who in thaton-waiting make haſte, 
and din,and much adoe,for their loſt and hidden Lord jeſus: 
However it be , God feed me with him ,, any away, If 
he would come in, Iſhall not diſpute the matter, where 
'hegota hole, or how be operied the lock: Iſhould be 
content , that Chriſt and I met, ſuppoſe he ſhould ſtand 
on the other fide of hell's lake, and cry to me, Either 
put in your foot and come through , elſe ye shall not haveme 
«tall, But what fools are we, in the taking up of him 
and of his dealing ! He hath a gate of his own beyond the 
thoughts of men , that no foot hath (kill ro follow him : 
But we are ſtill 4ll Scholars , and will go in atheavens 
tes wanting the half of oar leſion , and ſhall ſtill be 
ras » ſo long as we are under time's hands, andrill 
erervity cauſe a (unto ariſe in our ſouls , that ſhall give 
us wit, We may {ce how weſpill and mar our own fair 
heaven and our ſalvation , aud how Chriſt is every day 
parring in one bone or other , in thoſe fallen fouls of 
ours , inthe right place again : and that in this fide of 
the new leruſalem, weſhall ſtill hare need of forgiving 
and healing. I hand croſſes Chriſt's carved work , that 
he marketh ont for us, and that with croſſes he figureth, 
and pourtrayerh us ro his own image, cutting away 
pieces of our ill and corroprion : Lord cut , Lord carve , 
Lord wound, Lord do axy thing, that may perfeft thy Father's 
wage in us, make us meetfor glory. Pray for me, ( 1 forget 
notyou ) thar our Lord would be pleaſed to lend me 
houſe-room , to preach his rightcouſueſs, and tell _ 
ye 
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bare heard and ſeen of him. Forget net Zion, that 1s 

now in Chriſt's calmer and in his forge : God bring her 

6urnew work. Grace, grace be with you. 

eAberd. Jan. 4. Yours in his ſeveet Lord 
1637. leſus, S. R. 


—— 


To the Earl of CASSILLS. 
Right Honourable and my very good Lord ; 


_ 


# \ Race, mercy and peace be to your Lo: Thope your 

Lo: Will be pleaſed to pardon my boldneſs, if 
{ upon reporr of your zcalous and forward mind, thatl 
hear our Lord hath given you, in this his honourable 
cauſe, when Chriſt and his Goſpel are ſo foully wropg. 
&d ) I ſpeak toyourLo: in paper, entteating your Lo: 
to goon , intheſtreygth of the Lord, roward , and a- 
| 49 altorm of cAntichriftian wind , that bloweth upon 
the face of this your poor mother-Church , Chriſt's lilie 
amongſt the thorns, It is your Ls: Glory and Happi- 
neſs, whenye ſceſtch a blow coming upon Chriſt, to 
caſt up your arm to preventit : Neither is it a cauſe, that 
needeth ro bluſh before the ſun, or to flee the ſentence 
or cenſure of impartial beholders , ſeeing the Queſtion in- 
deed ( if it were rightly ſtated) is , about the Prerogative 
royal of ouy princely and yoyal law-giver , our Lord Je- 
ſas , wholc ancient merch ſtones and land-bounds our be- 


ſtard Lords; the carchl os of tyrammizing Prelats, 
have boldly and (hamfu ly removed: and they, who 


have but half ancye, may ſee , that it is the greedy de- 
fires of time-idolizing Demaſes and the itching ſcab of 
embitious and climbing Diotrepheſes ( who love the goat's life 
toclimb , till they cannor find a way toſer their ſoles on 
ground again) that lrath made ſuch a wide breach, in our 
Zion's beautiful walls : and cheſe are the men, who ſeck 
vo hire for the eHcifying of Chriſt , bart his coar. Oh 
how forlorn and deſolate is the Bride of Chriſt made ro 
all paſfers by ! "Wha ſceth not Chriſt buried in this land , 
his wa ag hidden in caves; filenced, baniſhed and im- 
pri oned ; Truth ing in ſackcloth before the Iuages, 
arliament and the Rulers of the land ? But her bill is __ 
y 

*. 
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by them , and Holineſs hiderhit (elf , fearing the ſtreets, 
for the reproaches and pecſecution of men: Juſtice is 
fallen a ſwoon in the gate, and the long ſhadows otghe 
evening are ſtrerched out upon us: Woe, woe to us, 
for our day fiyeth away : what remaincth , bucthar «4n- 
tichriſt (et down his teat in the midſt of as , except your 
Lo: and others with you, read Chriſt's ſupplication , 
and givehim that , which the moſt leud and ſcandalous 
wretches in the land may have before a judge, even the 
poor man's due , law and juſtice for God's "a » Orhere- 
fore, my noble and dear Lord, as ye have begun , goon, 
in the mighty power and ſtrength of the Lord , to cauſe 
our Lordin his Goſpel and aflited members laugh, and 
to cauſe the Chriſtian Churches (whoſe eyes are all now 
upon you )to ing for joy , when Scotland's moon ſhall 
ſhine like the light of the ſun , and the ſun like the light 
of ſeven dayes in one : ye can do no leſs then run, and 
bear up the head of your dying and ſwooning mother 
Church , and plead for the prodution of her ancienc 
charters : They hold out and put our, they hold in and 
bring in at cheir pleaſure men, in God's houſe; they 
ſcole che keys from Chriſt & his Church, and camein like 
the thief and the robber , not by the door Chriſt: and 
now heir ſong is, e Authority , Authority , obedience to 
Church:Governours, When ſuch a baſtard and lawleſs 
pretended ſtep-dame, as our Prelacy , is gone mad , itis 
your place , whoare the Nobles, to ciſe and bind them ; 


at leaſt , law ſhould fetter fuch wilde bulls as they are, 


who puſh all who oppoſe themſelves to their domination. 
Alas! What have we loſt, fince Prelats were made 
Maſter-coiners , to change our gold in braſs, and tojmir 
the Lord's wine with their water ? Bleſſed forever (hall 
ye be of the Lord , if ye help Chriſt againſt the mighty , 
and ſhall deliver the flock of God , ſcattered upon the 
mountains in the dark aud cloudy day ,eout of the hands 
of theſe ido/-shepherds. Fear not men , that ſhall be 
moth-eaten-clay , that ſhall be rolled up in acheſt, and 
caſren under the carth : Let rhe holy one of {ſrae! be your 
fear , and be couragious tor the Lord, and his cruth. 
Remember your accounts are coming upon you with 

- wings 

. 
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bellies. | 
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, wings as faſt as time Remember, what peace 
: 1s Sid Godin Chriſt pans 7 reſence of the Son of God, 
;he the revealed and felt fweenels of his love, will be to you, 
us when eternity {hall ppt time tothe door, and ye thallrake 
An- good-night ar Tome , & this lutle sbepherd's tent of clay , 
Dur this Inns ofa borrowed earth, I hope your Lo: is now and 
M1, then ſending our thoughts ro-view this world's _—_— 
Dus neſs aud vanity , and the hoped-for glory of the lite to 
the come; and thatye reſolve, that Chriſt ſhall have your * 
Te- ſelfand all yours, at command for Him , his Honour & 
on, Goſpel. Thus cruſtiog your Lo: will pardon my boldneſs, 
uſe I pray, that the ably wiſe God, the very God' of peace, 
and may preſerve, ſtreygrhen and eſtablish you ro the end, 
ow eAberd. Your Lo: at all command © obedience 
ball 1647. inChriſt, S.R. 

ghr —_—_ 

and To the Lady 

ther R O'W a L A N D. 

and MAD AM; 

hey Hough not acquainted, I am bold in Chriſt to ſpeak 
like to your Le: in paper: I rejoyce inour Lord Jeſus on 
and your behalf, that it hath pleaſed him , (whoſe loveto you 
e to 18 as old as him(elf,) co maniteſt the ſayour of his love in 
leſs Chriſt Jeſus to your ſoul , in the revelation of his will & 
itis mind to you, now,when {o many arc ſhot up in unbelief, 
m ; O the {weer change ye have made, in leaving the black 
ure ,"* kingdom of this world and fin, , & coming ever to our 
100. rifearoom's new kingdom, to know and to be taken 


ade with che love ofthe beantifyl Son of God. 1 beſeech you, 


mix Madam, in the Lord, make now ſure work, & fee that the 
hall old houſe be caſte down, & razed from the foundation, 
ty » and that the new building of your ſoul be of Chriſt's 


the own laying; tor then wind and ſtorm (hall neither looſe 
nds it', nor ſhake it aſnnder, Many now take Chriſt by 
| be w_ Be ſure that is be He, and only He , whom ye 


and ve met with : His ſweet ſmell, his lovely voyce , 
rour his fair face , his ſweer working is the ſoul will 
wor nor lie, they will ſoontell, if it be Chriſt indeed 
wit 


( & I think your love wh” ——— ———.- 
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he )and therefore 1 lay, be ſure that ye take Chrilt his 


Fell, 


and rake hitm wich his facher's-bleſling : his father aflow- 


eth himwellypon you, your lacs arc:well ; 'it 
coold not have been beter, nor ſowellwith yarn , it they 
had notfallen in thefe places: in heaven or-antrot hea- 
yen there is: nochung better., norhing} ſo-lweet.avd cx- 
ccilenr, as the thivg yohavo lighted on, and rherefare }.o1d 
you with Chriſt : Joy , much-joy may yehaveof him : 
Bur take his croſs withhimſelfcherkally: Chriſt and his 
croſsare not ſeparable iu this lifephowbeir Chriſtand his 
- cro{spartat heaven's door ; for thete'is :no houſe room 
For croſſes ivheaven :- one rear, onefigh , | our ſad heart, 
one tear, one loſs, or thought ofteroub not find lod- 
wg there : -rhey are bur the marks of our-Lord Jeſus 
own in this wide innes, and ſtormy country, on this (ide 
ofdearh : Sorrow and the ſaints arenor married togerher, 
or ſuppoſe it were ſo , heaven ſhall make a divorce. 1 
find nsſweer preſence eateth our the bitterneſs of ſorrow 
and ſuffering. Ichinkir a ſweerthing, that Chriſt ſaich of 
my croſs, Half mine, and that he divideth theſe ſufferings 
with me, and raketh the largeſt ſhare co himſelf; nay, tha 
I and my / whole croſs are wholly Chriſt's. - © what : 
portions Chriſt | - Ob thar the ſaints would dig _ 
17 the treaſures of his wiſdom and ex ! Thu 
recommending your La : to- the goodwill and 'trnde 

mercies of our Lord, I reſt , 

eAberd: Sept. 7, Your L2 : inhis ſweet Lord 
1637- Feſus , S. R. 


—__—c 


7 ROBERT GORDON , 

Of Knockbrex. 

My very worthy and dear Friend ; 
{gx mercy and peace'be unro-you: Though all 
Galloway ſhould have forgotren me, I would have 
expected a letrer from you ere now : But I will not cx- 
pound it tobe forgerfulneſs of me. Now , My dedr Bro- 
ther, I cannot thew you, how matters gobetwixr Chriſt 
andme: Ifind my Lord-going and coming feventimes 
day; His yitits are thort; bucthey are bot og 
GEES week 


qa. 


— 
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ofa —_ of my 
I tal d reports of Chriſt; from the 
my fleth, bur love believerh no evil: 1 
'c arelyars , andthar appreheofions make 
lyes of Chriſt's and unalterable iove to me. I dare 
not ſay, that Tam adry tree, or that I bave no room ar all 
in the vigeyard; bur yer 1 oftenthink , har che ows 
are bleſſed , who may reſort ro the houfe of God in 4s-/ 
woth, from which 1am baniſhed. Temptations, thatE 
ſuppoſed robe ftricken dead, avd laid upon their back, 
ri again and revive upon me; yea, I ſee while [ live, 
temptations will gor dic: The devil ſeemeth ro brag and 
boalt as much, as ifhe had more court with Chriſt \, then 
I have; andas if he had charmed and blaſted my muniſte- 
» that I (hall do no more in publick; bac b& wind 
F no torn: I will not believe, Chaiſt would have 
made Cock min to have me to himſelf, and have takem 
{o much paths upon mt , as he hach done; and then flip fox 
eafily from pollcflion, aud loſe the glory of whar wh fo 
done; Nay , fince 1 came to Aberdeen , I have beer 
taken ap to ſee the new land, the fair palace of the Lamb z' 
And will Chriſt let me ſec heaven to break my heart , and 
never give it to me? I ſhall not think-wy Lord Jcſus 
giveth a dumb earneſt, or purteth his ſeals ro blank paper, or 
zatenderh to put me off with fair and falſe promuſes:. F 
ſee thatrnow, which 1 never ſaw well before," x, Iſte 
faith's weceſlicy ina fair day is never knowriarightly; bur 
now I miſs nothiog ſo mach as faith : Hunger in metuy 
neth to fair and \weer promiſes ; but when Icome, x. + 
am like a hangry man that wanteth teeth, or a weak ſto- 
mach, having a tharp appetite , that is filled with the very 
fight of mear ; or like one ſtupified with cold under rhe 
water , that would fain come toland, but cannot grip 
any thing caſten ro him : 1can Jet Chriſt grip me, bar 
I cannot grip him: I love to be kiſſed and to fit on 
Chriſt's kace; bur 1 cannor ſet my feet to the ground, for 
afliions bring the cramp upon my faith": AllI dow do, 
is to hold our a lame faith to Chriſt , like a begger bold- * 
in be (ay. Al ger arm orleg , andcry , Lord 
Jeſus works miracle, O FENEnes give to bayc hands 
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aud arms, to grip ſtrongly , and fould he: 
Aboat Chriſt's neck, and to haye my claim made 
with real paſlcihon / .1 think my love to Chal hath 
feer abundauce,, and runveth ſwitcly ro beathim, bur ic 
wantcth hands and fiugers to apprehend him. Trhiok, 1 
wonld give Chriſt every, moruung my bleſhing, ro have as 
much taich as 1 have love and huvger; arleaſt, I mils 
faith mare thenloye aad hunger. 2. 1 ſee mortification, 
& ro be crucihed cothe PD; 1s not ſo highly accounted 
of by ns, as it {hould be. © how heavenly a thing is 
it co be dead and dumb and deaf ro this world's ſweet 
mufick ! I conteſs,it hath pleaſed his Majeſty, to make me 
laugh at children , who are wooing this world for their 
match: 1 {ce men licing about the world, as Nobles abour 
a King's court; & 1 wonder what they are all doing there: 
As I am-Aat this preſent, Iwould ſcorn cocourt ſuch a 
feckleſs.& perty Princeſs, or buy this wocld's kindneſs 
with a bow of my hnee.l ſcarce now either hear or ſec, what 
Ir 1s thatthis world offereth me; I know it is little it can 
take from me, and as little it can give me. I recommend 
Mortificationto you above auy thing : For alas! we bur 
chaſe teathers flying 18 theair, & ure our owa ſpirits, for 
the froth and overguilded clay of a dying life: One fight 
of what my Lord hath let me (ce, within this ſhort crime, 
is worth a world of werlds. 3, I thought courage in 
thegime of crouble for Chriſt's ſake a thing that 1 
mig take at my foot; I thought the very remem- 
«, brauce of the honeſty ofthe cauſe would be enough ; 
' bur I was a fool in fo thiokiog: I have much ado 
w, to winto one {mile; but 1 ſee joygroweth up in 
heaven , anditis above ourſhorr arm : Chriſt will be 
eward anddiſpenſer himſelf, & gnoacelſe butHe: There- 
fore, now, I count much of onedram weightof ſpiricu- 
al joy ; one ſmile of Chriſt's face, is now to me as 2 
mo, tg and yet he 1s uo niggardto me of comforts: 
Traly, Ihave no cauſc to ſay , that Iam piached with 
Penury , or that the conſolations of Chriſt are dried up; 
for he hath poured dowo rivers upon a dry wilderneſs, the 
like of me ,ro my admiration: and in my very ſwoo- 
pings, ke holdeth up my head , and ſtayeth me with fla- 


gou 
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gons of wine, andcomforteth me with *ppler:Miy houſe and 
bedis firowed with. kiſſcs of love. Praiſe , praiſe with 
me. O.ifyeandI berwixt us could Jift vp Chciſk vpon 
bis throne, howbcir all Scotland tbould caſt him down to 
the ground! My - Brother's calc touchicth me near ; I 
hope ye will þe kind co him, and give him your beſt 
counſel: Remember my love to your Brothey,, to your 
wiſeand. G, M. defire him tobe faithful, and repent of 
his hypocriſie; aad ſay that L wrote it to you: L with him 
ſalvation ; Wrue to me your mind ancat C. E. And 
C. Y. And their wives, and 1. G, Or any others in 
my pariſh; 1 fear 1 am forgotten amongſt them: bur 
I cannot forget them. The priſoner's prayers and bleſ[. 
fipg come upon you; Grace, grace be with you. 
eAberd. - Feb. 9. Your Brother m the Lord 
1637. Jeſus, S.K. 


Tomy Lord, 
BALMERINOCH. 


My very Noble ©& honourable Lord ; 


[| Make bold to write news to your Lo: from my pri- 
ſon, though your Lo: havecxperience more then I 
can have; At my firſt eatryhete; ] wasnoralittle cal 
tea down with chilienges » for old-ynrepented-of fins; 
and Sarati and my own appreheaſions made alice of Chrift 
that he had caſtep a dry withered tree over the dike of the 
vineyard; bur it was my. folly ,” bleſſed be his grear 
name ; the fire cannot (the the dry tree : He is pleaſed 
now to feaſt che exiled priloner,with his lovely preſence 
for it ſuiterh Chriſt well ro be Kipd ;/ and he dinerh ot 
ſuppeth with ſuch a ſinner as1 art. Tam im Chriſt's rorog* 
ring here; He hath made me coutent with a borrowed 
fice-fide, and it caſteth as much hear, as mine owa: I want 
nothing at all, bur real poſſeſſion of Chriſt: And hehath 
given me 3 pewn of tharalfo , which T hope to keep rilk 
e come himſelf to looſe the patun. I cannot get helpto 
from his high natne: He hath made mea King over my 

olles, impriſonment , banishment, and only m 
dumb ſabbaths ſtick in my throat : But I forgive Chriſt's: 
K 3 wildonr- 
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dom in that : I dare not fay one word : He done it, 
and1 will lay my hand upon my mouth: if any other 
had done it ro me, 1 could not have born ir. Now » My 
Lord, | muſt rell your Lo : That I would not givea drink 
of cold water for this clay idol , thisplaiſtered world, 1 
teſtific , and give it under mine own hand , that Chriſt is 
moſt worthy to be ſuffered for. Our lazie fleſh { which 
would have Chriſt ro cry down crofſes by open/procla- 
mation) harh bur raifed a (lander opon rhe croſs ef Chriſt. 
My Lord, t hope ye will nor forget, whar he hathdone | 
for your ſout: [ think ye arein Chriſt's connt-book, as his 
obliged debter. Grace, grace be with your ſpirit. 


Aberd:March 11. Your Lo: obliged 
1637. Servant, $.R. 


Tn ALEXANDER GORDON 
Of Knockgray. 


Dedr Brother ; 


Race , mercy and beroyou: Tong to hetr 
G how jour ſoul projpeerh: Texpetdeters from 
youere now, As for my ſelf, I am herein good caſe, well 
feaſted with a great King : At tmy firſt coming here, ! 
was that bold, asro take up ajealoufic of Chriſt's love: I 
ſaid, I wascaſt over the dike of the Lord's vineyard , as a 
dry tree; but I ſee, if I had beenawithered branch , rhe 
fire would have burnt me long erc now: bleſſed he his 
high name , who hath kept ſap in the dry tree: and now, 
as 1f Chriſt had done the wrong, he hath made the mends, and 
hath miſkeas my ravings; (for a man under the water 
canoot well INE wit, far leſs his faith and love) 
becauſe it was a fever , my Lord Jeſus forgave me that , 
among the- reſt; te kaoweth , in gur attiiftions, we 
caar find a ſpot in the faireſt face that ever was, evevin 
Chriſt's face; 1 would not have believed chat a gloom 
{hould haye made me to milkend my old Maſter ; Bur 
we mult be whiles fick : Sickneſs is bur Kindly mo 
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' wooe ſuch a black rind harlot'; whenwe may: 


A. T, write to me ofthe 


EY Tn. 117 
Bur © how: exceedingly is a-poor dated 
priſoner obliged to ſweer Jeſus:! My rears are {weererro. 
me, thea the of the fourteen Prelats ro» them : 
The worſt of Chriſt, 'even his chaff, is berrecthen the 
world's corn; Dear Brother, I beſeech you, 1 . 
inthe name and authoriry of che Son of God , help me to 
praiſe his highweſs; and | chargyyoualſo, coell all your 
acquaintance, that my Maſter may get many thanks. O if 
my hairs, all my oye. book —_ noob well 
runed rongues , to hog the hi es and 
glorious King ! Help mero lifr Chriſt up LEthroney 
and to lifrehim-upabore all the thronesotthe'clay'Kiogs, 
the dying ſceprer- bearers of this world; Thepriſoner's- 
blefling, che bleſſing of him thar is from his 
brethrea, benpon them all , who will lend'mealiftin 
this work : Shewrliis ro-chat people with you, ro whom 
ſomenmes ed. Brother, my Lord hath broughr 
merto this , F wilt nor flaner the world tor a-drinks 
of water: Tam no debrer roclay: Chriſt hach made me 
dread ro that: per rf nr age | 4 nada 
lengiince, aso begat ſuch beggers? Fyuporus, who: 
aſuchi 
afair, fairmarch-ap-in treaven, Oh chav Þcoutd wear 
with this clay-idol , this mas4>d, painted , _ tre, 

of or 344%; 
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that « Adam's ſons adove | We make au1do 
as many luſty inus, as many Gods: Wearcall God-ma-. 
kers : Wearelike to loſe Chriſt, therrne God , in the 
throng of theſe new and falſe Gods: Scotland hath caſt her” 
crown off herhead: The virgin Daughter hath loſthee 
garland: woe, woe to-our t mother: Onr day is: 
caming , atime when women-ſhall wiſh rhey- had been/ 
childleſs , and fathers ſhall bieſs mn ng wombsand/ 
dry breaſts : many houſes, and fair, (hall be deſo» 
late, This Kirk ſhall fir'on che gronnd all rhenight, and 
the tears ſhalt run down herchceks':: The ſun hathgans. - 
down upon ber Prophet —w 
who can run into their ſtrong hold/, and hide themſelves 
for a lirtle , till the indigaation be overpaſt; Commend '*; 
me to your Wife, your Daughters, your Sowin law,and co: 
ns of your Kizk. Grace be with 
K- 4 yoUu-- 


ee 
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aw. Iam much moved for my Brother; Lentreat for your 
ndneſs and coun(el re him. | 
cAberd, Feb, 21. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637, leſus, S.R. 


— 


To my Lady- 
M AAR RE Townger. 


Ay very noble and dear Lady ; 


EX: Race , mercy and peace be to you : I received your 
La: letcer, which hath comtorred my ſoul, God 
giveyouto find mercy.in the day of Chriſt, .lam in as 
good terms and court with Chriſt, as an exiled oppreſſed 
priſoner of Chriſt can be: I am ſbll welcome to his 
houſe, he knqwerth my knock, and letterb in a pour friend : 
Under this black rough tree of the croſs of Chriſt, he 
hath ravithed me with his love, and raken my heartio 
heaven With him : well and long may he bruik it, 1 would 
not niffer Chriſt with all the joyes, that man or Angel 
can deviſe beſide him. Who hath ſuch cauſe to ſpeak ho- 
nourably of Chriſt, as I have? Chriſt is King of all croſſes, 
and he hath made his (ainrs little Ki —_— him, and he 
can ride and triumph upon weaker bodies then Iam ( if 
any can be weaker ) and his borſe will neither fall nor 
ſtumble. Medam, your La: hath much ado with Chriſt, 
for your ſoul, huſband , children , and houſe; Lect him 
find mach employment for his calling with you; tor he is 
ſach afriend, as delighterk to be burdened with (utes and 
employments; and the more yelay on him, and the more 
homely ye be with him, the more welcome. Othe depth 
of Chriſt's love ! It hath neicher brim nor bottom. Oif 
this blind world ſaw his beaury ! When I count with 
him for his mercies tome, I muſt ſtand (till and wonder, 
andgo away as a poor dyvour, who hath aorweg to pay: 
Free forgiveneſs is my payment. I would Lcould get him 
ſer on high ; for his love hath made me fick; aud1 dic, 
except | get real pofleſſion. - Grace be with you. 

«Aberd. March. 13. Your La : at all obedience in 

L637- Chriſt, S. R, 
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To 


Epiſt;ers, LuTTZ&S 119 | 
JAMES Mc ADAM. 


p My very dear and werthy' Friend ; 
2 '$ Race, mercy and peace be ro you':- Hong to-hear of 
your growing in grace , andof. your advancing i 
r journey to heaven : it will be the joy 4s | hearr, 6 
hos yehold your face up the brae, and wade through 
tencations ,. withour fearing what man can do, Chri 
our ſhall, when he aciſeth , mow down his enemies, and lay 
30d bulks ( as chey uſe to (ſpeak ) on the, green, and fill the pits: 
d as with dead bedies, Pſal. 110. 6. they thall lie like hatd- 
ſed fuls of withered hay, whea he ariſerh tot ey. Salva- 
his tion, Salvation is the only neceſlary thing- this clay-idol;: 
od : the world, is uorto be ſought , ut is a morſe] not for you, 
he but for bunger* bitten baſtards. . Contend tor Selvation: 
0 Your Maſter Chriſt woe keaven with ſtrokes : it is abe- 
uld ſieged caſtle, ir muſt be taken with violetce. Oh, this: 
gel world thinketh heavea bur ar the next door,and harmey 
ho- lineſs may ſleepin a bed of downs, till it comero bea- 
Tes, ven; but that will nordoit. For my (elf, lam as well as' 
d he Chriſt's priſoner can be: For by him, 1am maſter and* 
(if Xing of all my croſſes ; 1am above the priſon, and the 
nor laſh of mens tongues :- Chriſt triumpherh in me, 1have' 
riſt, been caſten down, and heavie with fears, and hunted' 
him with challenges : 1 was (wimming in the depths ;- but 
1C 1$ Chriſt had his hapd under my chin, all the ume, and 
and took goad heed, that I ſhould not leſe breath : "And now 
ore I have gotten my- feer again, and there are love-feaſts of 
ph joy , and {pring-tides of conſolation betwixt Chriſt and* 
Oat me: Weagreewell, I have court with him , Iam ſtill 
yich welcome to his houſe. O my ſhort arms cannot fathonn' 
ler, his love! I beſeech you, I charge you, belp me to praiſe*: 
ay: Ye havea prayers prayers, therefore forget menot. I 
11m defire Sibille to remember me dearly to all in that Pariſh, 
dic, who know Chriſt , as if 1 had namedthem. Grace, grace- 
; be with you. 
has «Aber, March 13; Yours in his ſweet Lord* 
1637:- Jeſus, S.R. 
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To my very dear Brother 
WILLIAM LIVINGSTONE. 

* Ady very Dear Brother. ; 


Rejoyce ro hear thar Chrift hath ron with your 
young love , and thar ye are wentpiatrmaaing 
matched with fich # Lord; for a youog manivofrena 
dreſſed lodging for the devil to dwelt in : de bumble and 
thankful for grace, 2n@ weigh it not fo much by weighs, 
4 if ir berrue: Chriſt will nor caſt water on your fmoak- 
ing coal ; henever yer par ont a dim candte, thar was 
lig pb i een ' --4 Fn n0r Iwo ou 
rayer , and watching o6ver the omh, for 1 
Row miſflive letters go berween the Devil and: 
blood; Satan hath a friend at court inthe heart of youth; 
and there pride, loxuty, luſt, revenge, lnefs of 
God, ate hired as his agents : happy 1s |, if Chriſt 
man the houſe, andrake the keys himſelf , and command 
all (as it forreth him full well, ro rale all whercever he is) 
Krep him , and entertain Chriſt well, cherith his , 
blow upon your own coal, and let him tutour you. 
for my ſelf, know, 1 am fully agreed with my Lord : 
Chriſt harch put the Farher and me in other's arms, many 
a fer bargain be made before, and he hath made this 
among the reſt. or rn rms Operas L will 
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T WILLIAM GORDON 
Of #bite-Parke. | 


Worthy Sir F 


Race, mercy and peace beunto-you : Ilong to hear 
\_J fromyou: Iam here the Lord's priſoner and pa- 
ticut, hand led as ſoftly by my Phyſician , as if 1 woes 
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'map under cure, 1Iwasat hard terms with my Locd, 
and pleaded with him.; Burt. I had the worſt ſide: it is a 
wonder , he ſhould have ſuffered thelike of me , ra have 
nicknamed the Son ofkis, love , Chriſt, and.tocall him.a * 
changed Lord, whohad forſaken me; bur miſbeliefhath, 
never a good word to ſpcak'of Chriſt, The droſsofmy, 
croſs, gathered a\ſcum. of tears iu the fixe, doubrings, im- 
patience unbelicf, challenging of providence as {lecpingy 
and not qu —ar 3 9 eAges gold-ſmith, Chri 
dnl Pe = the ſcum., aod bart, itig che. fize : 
And bleſſed be my finer , he hath. madethe, mertal berter, - 
and O_o ſupply oh grace , ones KF Ygar out 
ighe; Ihope, he hath not one xcight, - 
bybn | "+ ul Now his love. in a. edges wi 
Cages age: He knowerh , that the defire L have to be 
at himſelf painerh me : Lhave fick nights, 
fits of love fevers for: my welbeloved : Narking painerb* 
me now; but want of preſence: Ithink it long till day: * 
I challenge time; as too ſlow in-its pace, thathoidech my 
_ only fair one , my love, my.welbcloved from mo: 
O if we were together once | Iam likean old crazed (bi 
that hath endured many ſtorms , and rhat, would fain ba, 
inthe lee of the 5hore , aud fcarcth.new ſtorms : Lwould* 
be that nigh heaven , that the ſhadow of ic might break © 
the force ofthe ſtorm, and the. crazed sbip might winta * 
land. My Lord's ſuncaſteth a heat of love , and beg. 
of light on. my.foul. My bleſſing thrice every day upon -. 
the {lweet croſs of Chriſt : Iam not albamed of my.gar-- 
land , The banished Adiniſter, (which .is theterm of - 
deen) Love, Love deficth.ceproaches: Fhe love of Chaiſt* 
bath a croſdet. of proaf ow it, and arrows. will not draw 
blaodof it: weare morethen conquerours, through tha 
blood of him.chas hathloved us, Row. $. The devil, and 
the world they,cannot wound the loverof Chriſt, - lam 
further from yielding.to the courle of defection , them} 
when L came hither : ſufferings, blugt not the fiery edge 
of loxe; Caſt love in the floods, of hell, ic will ſwim a» 
bore: Koh oo for the waniFebaſbed and plaiſtered 
olfers. leaſed my Lord, foto lyne m t, with 
te lorcotmpLard Jeſus, char ifahe Geld were already 
- - wou;: 
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won,and I on the other fide of time,I laugh at the world's 
goldenpleaſures, and ar rhis dirtic idol, char the ſons of 
«Adam worſhip : This worm-eaten God , is that which 
my ſoul hath fallen our of love with. Sir , ye were once 
my hearer: I defire now, to hear from you and your 
wit : I faluteher and your children with bleſſings: Iam 
glad, that ye are ſtill handsfaſted with Chriſt: go on in 
your journey , and take che city by violence: Keep your 
yarments clean: Be clean virgins ro your huſband the 
Lamb : the world ſhall follow you to hbeavey's gates ; 
and ye would not wiſh ic to go in with you : Keep faſt 
Chriſt's love : Pray for me, as I do for you : the Lord je- 
fas bewith your Sparit, 
«Aberd. March 13. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. leſus, S. R. 


To Mr. GEORGE GILLESPIE. 


Reverend and dear Brother ; 


I| Received yourletter: as for my caſe , Brother, I bleſs 
his glorious uame, my loſles are my gain, my priſow 
a palace, and my (ſadneſs joytulneſs. Ar my firl entry, 
my apprehenfions wroughr (o upon my croſs , that I be- 
came jealous of the love of Chriſt, as being by him thruſt 
out of the vigeyard, and I was under great challenges, (as 
erdinatily melred gold caſteth firſt a droffic ſcum , and 
Sacan and our corruption form the firſt words , that the 
heavy croſs ſpeaketh, and ſay, God is angry :- He loveth you 
ot ) But our apprehenfions are not canonical: they dite 
Iyes of God and Chriſt's love ; but fince my ſpirit was ſer- 
led, and the clay fallen to the botrom of the well, I ſee ber- 
gr what Chriſt was doing : And now my Lord is retur- 
ned with ſalvation under his wings , now 1 want little of 


half a heaven, and 1 find Chriſt every day ſo ſweet, com- - 


fortable, lovely and kind, as three things only trouble 
me. 1.1 {ce not how to be thankful , or how ro get help 
ro praiſe that royal King, who raiſcrth up thoſe thar are 
bowed down. 2, His love paineth me and woundeth 
my ſoul, ſoas Iam inafever, for want of real preſence. 
3» An excelliye delire to take inſtraments 12 God's 
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pame;, that this is Chriſt and his cruch , I nove ſaffer for, * 
yeathe apple of the eye of Chriſt's honour , even the So- 
my and royal priviledges of our King and law-giver 


, mart 
Chriſt ; and thetefore ler no man ſcar at Chriſt's crots, or 
raiſe ag ill report upon him, or it; for he bearerh che fuf- 


* ferer andit both. 1 am heretroubled with the diſputes of 


the great DoRtors (eſpecially with D.B. in Ceremonial and 
«Ar minien controverſies , for all are corrupt here) butT 
thank God, with no detrimeut tothe truth , or diſcredit 
to my profeſſios : So then , 1 ſee that Chriſtcan triumph 
in a weaker man norl; and who can be more weak ?- But 
his grace is ſufficient tor me. Brother, remember our old 
Covenant , and pray for me, and write tome your caſe. 
The Lord jeſus be with your {pirit. 


eAberd. March 13, Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1647. * leſus , S.R. 
T7 JOHN MEINE. 
Dear Brother ; 


Race, mercy and peace be unto yon:- I wonderye 

ſent me notan anſwer tomy laſt lerter;for I ſtand in 

need of ir: Iamin ſome piece of court with our great 
King, whoſe love would cauſe adead man (peak and live: 
whether my court will continue or net, I cannot well 
fay; bur I have his car frequently, and [to his glory only I 
ſpeak it ] nopenurie ofthe love-kiſſes of the Fon of God; 
He thinketh good to caſt apples co me in my priſon to 
play+withal, Jeſt I ſhould "think long andfaint; I moſt 
give over all arrempts te fathom the depth of his love : 
all I can do is bur to ſtand beſide his great love, and look 
and wonder: my debts of thankfulneſs affrighet me : I 
fear my Crediter get a Dyvour bill anda ragged account : I 
would be,much the better of help: O Ge help !' and 
that ye would take notice of my caſe: Your not writing 
to me makerch me rhink,, ye ſappoſe that I'am nor to be 
bemoaned, becauſe He is comfortable; bur I have paia in 
= anthankfulneſs, and parn in the feeling of his love, 
while Tam fick again for real preſence, and real poſleſ- 
fionof Chriſt ; yer there is no gooked [ if 1 may ſpeak 
K 7 ſo} 
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ſo] uortond. love in-Chriſt : He caſtech. me down ſome- 
times with challcuges for old faults, and I know , he 
knoweth well, that ſweec comforts are ({welling , and 
therefore ſorrow mult make a vent to the wind : my 
dumb tabbaths azeundercutting wounds : The condition 
of thiso d Kick, _—_ Brother's caſe [ 1 thank 


, wife, for your kindneſs to him m 
Caen. and keep G— erdine] bur the 
ground-work (tandsſure. Pray forme. Grace be with 
you. Remember me to your wiſe. 

Aberd. March 14. Yours in his fweet Lord , 
1637+ Jeſus, S. R, 


TM. THOMAS GAR VEN- 


Reverend and Deey Brother ; 
Bleis you tor your Lener : it was a ſhower to the new 
mowen grafts : The Lord has giver you ps 

the Learned: Be frunful and humble? it is poſhble ye 
come to my caſe, orthe like; butthe warer is neither ſo 
decp, vor the (tceam fo (t , as it called ; Ithink m 
fire is not hot, my water , dry land, my loſs, richlo(s, 
O ttthe walls of my priſoe be high , wide and large, & 
the place ſweet! No man knows it, noman, | fay, 
knows is (wy Dear Brother ) (o well, as He and 1 ; no man 
can put ic down is black and white » 2s my Lord has ſealed 
= in my heart: My poor heck is grown fincel came to 
«Aberdeen: And 16 any had knownthe weong Edid , in 
being jcalous of Web as houcſt lover as Chriſt, who-wuch- 
held net his love from me, they would think the more 
of iz; but I (ce he mult be above me in mercy: 1 will ne- 
ver ſteive with him : Tothik to-cecomperce him is fol- 
ly : ifl had as wayy Angels rowgucs , as thexe have falley 
Cre efetinibus thecreation » or as there aro leaves of 
trees in all the a Seat ae 
to praiſe ; yer my Jeſus wouldever be behind wi 
me: We will cever get our accounts fined : A pardon 
maſt cloſe the .; for his comforrs ro mein this 
honourable cauſc, have almoſt pur me beyoud the bounds 
of modeſty; howbcic 1 will noylet every one knowywbet 
1s 
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is ixt as : Love, Jove {I mean Chrift'slove Y is the 
horreft coal rhar ever Feit: O but the ſmoke ofir be hor? 
Caſt all rhe faſt ſea on ir, will fame: hell cannot 
it: Many , trany waters will not quench love: Chrilt is 
carned over to his poor prifonerin a maſs and gjob of love: 
I wonder he 4 waſte ſo much love gpon ſuch a wa- 
fteras Jam ; burhe isno-waſter, bur adandant in mercy; 
He hath no ngger alms , when beis pleaſed ro give. O- 
char I conid invite alt the narion to love him ! Free 
is an unknown thing : This world has heard but a 
ce of Chrift, and no more : There are infioite plyes 
his love, that the ſaints will never win to unfold ; 1 
it were better knows, and that Chriſt gor more 
f bis own due then he docs, Brocber) ye bave choſca the 
part ,. who have taken pare with Chrift; Yewill 
him win the field , and ye ſhall ger part of the ſpoil, 
when he divides it : They are but fools who jaugh ar us ; 
for fee bur the back- fide of the moon : yet our moon- 
tights berrer them their welve- howys- ſun; We have gor- 
ren the new heavens , and, as a pledge of that , che Bride- 
—_— love-ring: The children of the wedding-cham- 
have caufe to s&p , and feap for joy, for rhe marriage 
_—_———— h , & we find the four-bours fweer 
comforrable. O time be not flow! O ſun move ſpee- 
, and haſten our banquet ! O bridegroom be like a yoe , op 
a hart the mountains ! O welbeloved run faſt , 
that we may once meet ! Brother, 1 contain my ſelf for want 
of time :- Pray for me : Thope to remember you, The 
good will of him who dwelc in thebuſh, rhe tender mer- 


- Ges of God in Chriſt enrich you : Grace bewith you. 


eAberd. March 14. Yours in bis ſweet Lord 
I637% Jeſus, S.K. 
 BETHAIA AIRD. 
Worthy Siſter ; 


Race, mercy and peace beunto you: 1 knowye de- 
fire news * my Priſon, _ _ thew you 
news. Army firſt entry hither , Chriſt and 1 agreed not 
weltupdaitr” The devil made a pica in the boule, y 7? 
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laid the blame upon Chriſt; for my heart aughced 
wath challenges, and I feared that I was an outcaſt, and 
that I was bur « withered tree iv the vineyard,& but held 
the ſun off the good planes, with my idle [hadow ,.and 
therefore my Maſter had given the evil (ervaot the fields 
to fend bim: Old guilunecſs (aid (as witneſs)all is crue: My 
apprehenſions were with child af faichleſs fears, and 
vabelief putaſcaland-_Amenio all. Ilthought my (elf in; 
a hard caſe: Some ſaid, I had cauſe ts rejoyce, that Chri 

had honoured me tobe a witneſs for bim :- and 1 faid1 

my heact , theſe are words of men, who ſee bur mine 
outlide , aud cangot tell if I be a falſe witneſs or not... If 
Chriſt had in this matter been as wilful and sbort, asT 
Was , my faith had gene over the brace, and broken 1 

neck; Bur we were well met, a haſtie fool, and a wiſc pa 


tient and meek Sayiour : hetook no law-advantage of my" 


folly, but waited on till my ill blood was fallen, avd my 
drumbled and croubled well began toclear: He was never 
a whit angry at the fever-revings of a poor tempred finner, 
bur he meccifully forgave, and came (as it well becomerh 
him) with grace and new comfort, toa finner , who de- 
ſerredthe contrary : And now he is content to kiſs my 
black mouth, to-put his haud in mine., and to feed me 
with as many corſolations, as would feed ren hungry 
fouls; Yer | dare not lay, heisa waſter of comforts , tor 
noleſs would hare born me up ; one graia weight leſs 
would have caſten the ballance. Now, who is like to that 
royal king, crownedia Zion? where will 1 get a ſcat for 
royal Majeſty co fer him on 2? If I could fet himas far a- 
bove the heaven, as thouſand thouſandsof heights devi- 
ſedby menaud Angels, 1 would think him buttoo low. 
I pray you, for God's ſake, My dear Siſter , help me 
topraiſe : His love hath neicher brim nor bottom : 
His loveis like him(clf, it paſſeth all natural underſtend- 
ing : I' go to fathom it with my arms, but it 1s, 
asifachild would rake the globe of ſea and land , is 
his two ſhort arms: Bleſſcd and holy is his vame. - This 
muſt be his truck I now ſuffer for; for he wauld not 
laugh upon a lye, nor be witneſs with his comforts to a 
might-drcam, - 1catrcat for your prayers, and the prayer 


& 
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and bleſſing of a priſoner of Chriſt be upon you. Grace 

be with you 

«Aberd. March 14. Yours in his fweet Lord 
1637. leſus, S. R, 


— 


To ALEXANDER GORDON 
Of Knockgray. 


Dear Brother ; 


I Have not leiſure to write to you : Chriſt's ways were 
known to you, loag before 1 (who am but a child ) 
knew avy thing afhim. What wrong and violence the 
Pre/ats ray, by God's permiſſion, do unte you, for your 
trial, I know aot; but his] know, that your rea dayes tri- 
bulation will cad ; Coptend to the laſt breath for Chriſt. 
Baniſhment ogr of theſe Kingdoms is determined agaiaſt 
me, asI hear ; this lacdd dow not bear me: I pray you, 
recommend my caſe and bonds to my: brethern and 
liſters, with you: 1 intruſtmore of my ſpiritual com» 
fortto you and them , that way ,. my dear Brother , then 
to'many in this Kingdom beſides. . .I hope, ye will nor 
be wanting to Chriſt's priſoner. Fear nothung , for I 
aſſure you , eAlexarder Gordon of Knockgray ſhall win a- 
way , and get his (oul for a prey : And what can he then 
want that 1s worth the having? Your friends are cold 
( as J- write, ) and ſo arc Pele, iv whom 1 rruſted 
much : Our hn{band doth well in breaking our idols 
in pieces: dry wells ſcnd us to the fountain, My lhicis 
not dear ro me, fo being 1 may fulfil my coach with 
joy. Ifcar, you muſt remove, if your new hireling 

will not bear your diſcounteuancing of him ; for the 

Prelat is affraid , Chriſt ger you, and that he hath no 

will of. Grace be with you, 


eAbard. 1 647. Yours in his [ſweet Lord 
and Maſter, S. R. 


Te 
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7 [JOHN FLEEMING 
Bailiff of Leich. 
Worthy and dearly belovedin the Lord ; 


G Race, mercy and peace be unto you: Ireceived your 
lerrer : I wi(h1 could farisfic yeur defire ,-in draw- 
ing up and framing tor you a Chriſtian direQory: But the 
learned havedone it before me , more judicioufly then 1 
can ; eſpecially my ers, Greenhamand Perkins ; not- 
withſtanding , I ſhall ſhew you, what 1 would have been 
ar my ſelf ( howbeic I came aways thorr of'my purpole.) 
r. That hours of the day; leſs or more time, for the werd 
and prayer, be givento God, not ſparing therwelfth hour 
or midday , howbeit ir ſhould then be cheſhofrerrime 
- 2. Inthe mid{tofworldly employments, there would'be 
pron wr, ce judgment , death and eternity , wich: 
swort or two 
+ Tobeware of wandring of , im-privar prayers. 
4- Norrto grudge , bowbeir ye come fron prayer, with- 
our fenſe ar joy; Down-caſting , fenſe of guiltineſs and 
hanger isofren beſt forus. 5. the Lord's day, from: 
moraing to night , be ſpent always either inprivare or 
publick worſhap. 6. That words be obferved\, wander- 


roms preparatives to' hardneſs of heart, 8. That in 


frquing be , thar we deal with all mey in fince- 
rity: that conſcience be made of idle and lying words ; 
and rhar our carriage be ſuch , as tharr ce it may 


ſpeak honourably of our ſweer Maſter and profeſſion. 
9. I have been much challenged. 1. For not referring 
all ro God), asrthefaſtend: That I do norcar, dfink , 
fleep-, journey , ſpeak and think-for God. 2. That I 
have not ted by good company , andthat Ileftnor 
ſome word of conviction ,. eveu upon natural & wicked 


ejaculatory prayer (arlcaſt) ro Gad:* 


wi 3 3k MY 
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men , as by reproving ſwearing; inthem , or becauſe of 
being a filet witnefsrotheir looſe carriage , add becauſe 
I inteaded nor in all companies to do . 3. Thar the 
woes and calamiries of the Kirk and particular Profeſſors 
have nor moved me, 4. Thararthe reading of the Life 
of David, Pas!, and the like, whenit humbled me, I 
(coming ſo farſhorr of their holineſs) laboured'not roimi- 
rare rhem', afar off ar leaſt , according to the'm cafure of 
God's grace. 5. Thatunrepented fins of youth were not" 
looked co and lamented for. 6. That ſuddew ſtirrings 
of pride , luſt, revenge , love of honours were not- re- 
fiſted and mourned for. 7. That my charity was cold. 
8. Thac the experiences Thad, of God's bearing me in this 
and rhe ocher Parricutar , being gathered, -yer in a new 
fcrouble 1 had always (once ar leaft) my faith roſeek ,, as 
it I were to begin ar A, B, C. again. 9. That Thavenor 
more boldly conmradifted the enemies , ſpeaking againſt 
the truth , either in publick church-meetings , orat tables, 
or otdinary confereuce, 10. That i grear troubles, I 
have received falfe reports of Chriſt's loye, and misbelie- 
ved him in his ing , whereas the event hath ſaid, 
all was in mirey. rt. Nothing more moyerh me and 
weighterh my ſoul , thewthat I could never for my heart, 
m my proſperity , ſo wreſtle in prayer with God, nor 
be fo dead to the world, ſo hungry and fick of love for 
Chriſt, ſoheavenly-minde, as when ten ſtone weight 
of a heavy croſs was me. 12. That the croſs extor- 
fed vows of new - which caſe has blown away, 
4s chaft before the'wind. 13. That ice was ſo ſhort 
and narrow , and lighe {6 long and” broad, 14. That 
death hath nor been often mediated'opon.. 15. ThatF 
have not been careful of gaining orhersro Chrift,1 6. Thar 
oy grace and gifts forth little or no thankfulneſs. 
re are ſome things alſo , whereby I have been helped: 
As, 1. I have benefited by ridingalvne a long journey , 
in giving that time cw prayer. 2. By abſtinence, and 
giving daysto God. 4. By praying for others; for, by 
1 oay Iqa errand to God for them , I havegorten ſome- 
thing for my ſelf, 4. I have been really confirmed , in 
mauy particulars , thar God hearerh prayers , aud _— 
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foreI uſed to-pray forany thing,of how little importagce 
ſoever. 4, He enabled me to-make.no queſtion , that 
this mocked way, which is nicknamed, 1s the only way 
to heaven. Sir, theſe and many moe occurrances.in your 
life wou!d be looked unto: and, 1. Thoughts of Atheiſm 
would be watched over , as, {fthere be a God in heaven: 
Which will trouble and affaulr the beſt, at ſome times. 
2. Growth in grace would be cared for, above all things, 
and falling from, our firſt lore. mourned for. 4. Con- 
ſcience-made of prayivg for the enemies, who are blinded. 
Sir , 1 thank you molt kindly for your care of my Brother 
and me alſo: Ihope it is laid up for you, and remembred 
inhcaven. Iam tillaſhamed with Chriſt's kindneſs ro 
ſucha ſinner, as lam: He hathlefr a fire in my heart, that 
hell cagnoc. caſt water on, to. queuch or extivguiſh, it. 
Help me'to praiſe, and pray.for me ; far ye have a pri- 
foner's bleſhng and prayers. Remember my love to your 
wife, Grace be wich you. 


cAberd, March 15. Yours in Chriff leſus, 
1637. S. KR. 
To ROBERT GORDON 
Of Knockbrex. 
My very dear Brother ; 


Race, mercy and peace be unto you; Ithought te 

have anſwered your two letters upon this occaſion: 
though [ caovor ſay all thar L would, Your rimeous word 
(not to 1h, a in the 7 vr in him who ſweetneth it ) came 
to me 1a due time : I find che confolations aod off-fallings, 
that follow the croſs of Chriſt , ſo ſweet, chatl almoſt 
forgee my4elf: my defire and purpoſe is, when Chriſt's 
honey combs drop , neither to refuſe to receive and feed 
upon his comforts, nor-yet to make joy my  baſtard- 
god, nor my new-found heaven : But what ſhall I Gay ! 
Chriſt very often, ih his ſweet comforts, cometh 
unſcar-for, and it were a fin to cloſe the door upon 
tim: itisnot unlawful to love and delight in Chriſt's 
apples, when 1 am pot dotipgly wooing , nor eagerly 
begging killes ; but when they come clean from Aa 
cumberz 
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timber, ( like kindoeſs it ſelf, that cometh ' of it's own 
accord) then I cannot bur laugh upon him, who 
laugheth upon me : it joy and comforts came fogle and 
alone ,* withoar Chriſt himſelf, Irhink, I would fend 
rhem back again the gate they came}, and not make them 
welcome; Bur when the King's train cometh , andthe 
King in the mid(t of the company, O how am I 
oretjoyed with floods of love! I fear not , that too 
great ſpeats of love'waſh away the growing corn, 
and looſe my plants at the roots : Chriſt doth no 
Skaith where he comerh; but certainly, I would wiſh 
fuch ſpiricual wiſdom , as ro love the bridegroom , 
better then his gifts, his propines or drink' money. 
would be furrherin vpon Chriſt , then at his joyes; they 
bur ſtand ta the ucterfide of Chriſt © I would withto be 
in, as a ſeal on his heart; in, where his love and mercy 
lodgeth, befide his heart, My welbeloved bath cavithed 
me; but it is done with conſent of parties , and ir is allo- 
'Wable enoogh : But, my drar Brothey, erc | part with this 
ſubject, | muſt rellyon, ( chat ye may lift up my King in 
praiſes with me ) Chriſt har? been keeping ſomething 
theſe fourreen years for me , that T have now gonen 
in my b*avy dayes, "thit] am in for his names ſake; 
even an opened coffer 6t pertumed comforts, aud freſh 
nts rode and greet, and powerful from the 
farre(h, faireſt face of Chriſt, my Lord. Let che ſowr law, 
ler croffes,ler helf be cryed down : Love , love bath (ha- 
med me from my old wayes. Whether I have a race ro 
run , 'or fome work ado, 1 fee not; bur Ithink , Chriſt 
ſeemeth ro leave heaven ( to (ay ſo ) and his caure, and 
come down to laugh,and play,and ſport with a daft bairn. 
F am not this plain with many I writeto: iris poſhble, I 
be miſconſtructed, and deemed to ſeek a name; but my 
witnels above knowerh, 1 ſcek to have a good name rai- 
ſed upon Chriſt; Iobſerveir to be our folly, to ſeek little 
from Chriſt ; becauſe our four-bours may not be our ſup- 
per; nor our propme ſent by the Bridegroom' our tochery- 
good ; hor ourcarneſt our principal ſum : Bur I crow, 
of us know ,” how much may be had of Chriſt fora 
four-hours,& propine , & carneſt: We are like the young 
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heir , who knoweth nor the whole bounds of bis own 
Lordſhip. Certainly it is more then my to ſay, © 
ſweeteſt Lord leſus , what howbeit I were ſpilt and broken in 
five thauſard sheards or bits of clay , ſo being every cheard 
had a heart to love thee, and every one as tongues as 
there are in heaven , jo fre Proj ptr before men and 
ls for evermore | T heretore if my (lafferi good- 
= F Joly praiſc, and houour wen Chei, my Roan 
iswell payed. Each one knows not what a life Chriſt's 
love is: Scar nor at ſuffering for Chriſt ; for Chriſt has 
a chair, anda cuſhion, {weet peace for a ſufferer: 
Chriſt's rrencher from the firſt meſs of the high-table js 
for a fiaful witneſs. Othen, Brother , who bur Chriſte 
who bur Chriſt > Hold your reogue of lovers, where he 
cometh out ! Oall fleſh, O duſtand aſhes, O Angels, 
O gloriked ſpirits Oall the ſhields of the world , be f- 
leot before htm, come hither & behold our Bridegroom , 
and ſtill and wonder for eyermore at him ? Why ceaſe 
we to love and wonder, to kiſs and adore him ? Itisa 
hard marter, thatdays be berwizr me and him, & hold 
us aſunder. O how long, bow long ! Ohow many miles 
arc there to my Bridegroom's dwelling houſe ! It is a 
painro friſt Chriſt's loveany longer. But ic may be, a 
drunken man loſe his feet, and miſs a ſtep. Ye write to 
me, ball binks are ſlippery : Ido not think my dating warld 
will ſtill laſt , and that feaſts will be my ordinary food ; 
1 would haye humilicy , patience and faith , ro ſet down 
both my feet , when 1 come to the north-fide of the cold 
and thorny hill. It tsill my comman, to be fweir ro go 
anerrand for Chriſt , and to take the wind upon my face 
forhim. Lord, letmenever be a falſe witneſs, rode- 
ay , that I ſaw Chriſt rake the pen in his hand, and ſub- 
(cribe my writes. My deer Brother , ye complain to me, 
Fe cannot hold fight of me; but were 1a footman,} ſhould 
goarleifure , bur ſomerimes the King takes me into his 
coach , and draws me; and then I out-run my ſelf; bur 
alas! I am till a forlorn tranſgreſiour : O how unthavk- 
Fal! LI will not put you off your ſenſc-of deadneſs, but 
lermeſay this , who gave you Proftour-fee , to ſpeak for 
the law , that can ſpeak for it ſelf  berrer than ye ay 
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do? 1 would not have you zo bring yourditray in yoar 
own boſom with-yau to-Chrifſt : Let the old man .& the 
new-man be ſuramoned before Chriſt's white throne, 
and -lerthem be confraned before Chriſt , and ler cach 
one of chem-{peak for themſelves : Lhope , howbeir the 


new-man complain of his lyiog amoug the pors, which 
-makes che believer look black ; -yer ke can (vail , Law 
comely as the tents of Kedar : Ye (ball not have.my advice, 
not to bemoan;yourdeadaeſs ; but 1 hnd by ſome expe- 
ticnce (which ye:knew before 1 knew Cheſt ),jc ſaitcrh 
nota rmaſomed man of Chiiſt's buying, to. go and plea 
For the ſowr law, ourold fomerien huſband; for we 
are now not under.the law{as a covenant)but under grace: 
Yearcinao mean's-comman but Chriſt's: 1 know, 
bemoanethyou more then ye do-your (ef: I lay this, be- 
cauſe I am wearied. of wwe tw; I chought it bad 
been humility, to imagin that Chriſt was angry with 
me , bath becauſe of my dumb ſabbaths, and my hard 
heart ; but 1 feel now nothing but aking wounds : my 
icf, whether I willor not, {welleih ypon me: Bur 
er us die in Grace's ball-fleor, pleading before Chriſt : -I 
deny nothing that the Mediator will challenge me of; 
but Lturn it all back upon himſelf: Let bim look his own 
old counts, if he be angry , for he will get vomoreof 
me : when Chriſt Gajith , [want Repentance: I meer him 
with this , True Lord; but thou artmede a K ig and Prince 
to giveme Repentance, At. 5.31. When Chriſt bindeth 
a challenge upon us, we muſt bind a promiſe back up- 
on him: Be woe, and lay your (elf io che duſt befoge 
God, (which is ſuitable; ) bat withal ler Chriſttake pay- 
ment in-hisown hand , and pay himſclf , off the firſt end 
ot bis own merits ; elſe he will come bchind, for-any 
thing we-can do, 1 am every way in your caſe, as 
hard heartedand dead, as any man; but yertl ſpeak to 
Chriſt through \my fleep : Let us then proclaim a free 
marketfor' Chriſt , and (wear our ſclves bare, .and cry 
cn him , ro come without money and buy us, and take 


us hame to-cur ranſom-payer's fire-ſude , and let us be 


Chriſt's free-boerders : becauſe we dow age theold , 
we may agt ielulc to take on Chrilt's new deb ohmeney : 
et 
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Let us do our beſt Chriſt will ſtill be behind with us, and 

rexrms will run rogether. For my part, let'me 
ſtind forevermore im his book , for a forlorn Dyyoar: 
I muſt defire to be this far 1n his common of new, as to 
defice ro Kiſs his feet: 1 know not how to witroa 
heartſom fill and feaſt of Chriſt's love; for 1 dow neicher 
buy, nor'beg, nor borrow; and yer {cannot wantir: 
Idownot want it.” O if 1 could rail him! yeal would 
reſt conteat with a heart ſubmiſſive and dying of love 
for himis_ and howbeir I won never- perſonally in ar 
hcaven's gates, 'O would to God, I could ſend in wy 
-praiſes to my incomparable welbeloved , or caſt my love. 
ſongs of thac 'matchleſs Lord jeſus ovec the walls , that 
"they might light in his lap, before men and Angels ! 
Now, Grace , grace bewith you. Remember: my love 
to your wife, and daughter aud brother lobn, + 

eAberd. Jane 13. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1638, Feſus, $.R, 


To ALEXANDER GORDON, 
Of Earleſtoun. 


Is = , 
? is «* 


Mach Honoured and worthy Sir, 


(3 Race,mercy and peace be unto you : Ilong to hear 
trom you: I received few letters fince 1 came hi- 
ther: 'Iamingced ofa word: A dry plant would have 
ſome” watcting : My caſe berwizt Chriſt my Lord and 
me {tandeth berween love and jealouſic , faith and ſu- 
{picionofhis love : itis a marvel he keepeth houſe with 
me: I make many pleas with Chriſt , bur he makethvas 
many ments with me: I'think his unchangeable 
love hath faid , [defie thee to break me and change me : if 
Chriſt had ſuch changeable and new thoughts of my (al- 
vation , as I have * I think 1 thoold then be art 2 
fad loſs: He hamoureth not a fool lice me in my unbe- 
lier, burrebukerh me and fathereth kindneſs upon me: 
Chriſt is rather like the poor frieud and needy priſoner , 
(begging love ) then 1 am : Icaggor for ſhame ger Chriſt 
ſaid Nay of my whole love ;* for he will aot ow os 
cr 


" 
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TY 6 pes pci O tha he 
made mee eee es - 
y foul” Ces 1s, that he wonl 
n. foul a90os y » lovs ,. Joy > cp 
d "and drive the Puyad ,. aud. let me be 
, od: :foldto Chriſt, and taken home to my cre- 


d his fire-fide,. . The Lord knoweth , -If 


w_ es Wombfulgtlove; for Iam an hun. l 


-* 


day ed ſoul... Oh,. Sir p| yeor £ 87 
Ladkorff him, bow fick-my coal is, 


a heart) dranght of Chriſt's love! nl ep tr I A if 

vn Rs of that. word, in this caſe.) as mach | 
v-bimſelf,..as Ldo upon his love! ltiga P*y, OE that 
ſt kunſclf (hould cor- rather be ef heart's choice, 


ant manifeſted love: x wonld farisfie me, 1 
os manſace X Sw ro rs for kis loye; 

TIT: ike? Ah ? Alas he js 'morethen praiſes! 
overegger, him Jar according to his worth» 
Eharran be known yet all this time 1 
amrempring him , co {ce if ere þc both love and anger 
ay ot me... lam plucked from his flock [ dear” 
avd from [feeding bis. Lambs: 1 go therefore 
kc) as one who bath loſt the ike of _ his 
:. Grief and ſorcow arc ſuſpicious , and ſpye our 
ſt him 2s ſmoke of jealoufies; and Ilay often; Shew 
rethow cantend with me 2 Tell me , Lord; read 


wal me: but 1 know , I cannot anſwer his © 


will loſe the cauſe, when meth ro 
0 [RIS force my bene 


EC 
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dreams to be'dreatns.!"Yer-whey Chriſt giverk wy frars 
the lyc, and (aith re me , thou art @ Lyar, 1an glad. 
Lrefolveto bope ro be quiet, andro lie on rhebiink npon 
my fide; till che water fall, and the foor&berideable , 
and howbeic there bepain < wy ue in longing for delive- 
rance, that | may Tpeax of him mn che great congregation; 
deere. there is joy in tharpain and'on-warting: 2nd 
even rejoyce , that he putreth me off fora ime, and 
ſhiftech me: Oh if 4 could*weit bn for all ererniry , 
bowbcit I ſhould neyer ger my ſoul's defire , ſ@beiog he 
 avereglorified ! 1 wonld wiſh, my pain adhd "wy mimftc- 
LR i<euld hve loug to ſerve him; for, | know; Tein acla 
Seſſel; and made fothis uſe. Oif my v-ry broken ſheards 
ld ferveto glocigie him ! 'Tdefire ChrifFs grace to be 
willingly cootent , that tiny hbell(-cxcepeing his barred 
and diſpleaſure , vii Lu out ofall play : ( forſub- 
mifſionto this is not <> 
glory to men and Augels, forever and ever.” When all 
15 done, , what cap Ladd co hin? 'or what can {och a clay- 
shadoww as Ido ? Iktiow, be needeth notme*1have cauſe 
to be prieved and rometſtawayin tears,(if Thad grate to 
doit, Lordgrant iro me) to fee my welbeloves's fair 
face ſpitred upon by dogs; to fee lexus pulling the crown 
off my royal King's head, roſee my herlot-mothey and 
wy {weer Father agree ſo4lly rhar they are going to 5he:!, 
and give up houſe: My Lord's palaccis- now 4 neſt of 
uacicanbirds. Oh if harlot ; haclor Scoriand wonld ruc 
upon her provoked Lord; and pity her husband, 
whois broken with her whortzh heart! But thefethipgs 
ate hid from hereyes. "1 baye heard oflate of your new 


tryal by theBisho nor clay&<worm's meat: 

12 Traghw | = in JOINS Your 
gain, i Chrilt be glortfied; ai glory to be rilt's 

/_ _ witneſs: I perlwade you, bh Ede ngs are Chriſt's ad- 
+" vantage aud victory ; for ei toreckon thera fo. 


Lermehear from you: Chriſt 1s bur winning a cleau Kirk 
our of the fire: He will-win this play: He will noc be io your 
conmon, for any charges ye arc ar, in his ſeryice: He is 
not poorto fir in your debt; He will cepay anbundred 
"The jen and 

bleſſing 


- fold mote, irmay be, cyen in this life, 


%Y. 
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bleffiog of. Cbciſt's. priſoner, be with, you. (+ 

eAberd,. - "Your, Brother in hj: ſweet Lord 
EC2-Jo1hjt x leſus, SR . +1 


| Th bis Reverewd and lowing Brocber | bs ; 
Ar. OO H*N NE VA YL; 0 
Reverend nd Dear Brother 5 | "v3, 1þ 
Race , mercy and peace benmoyon : 1 reegived 
yours af April 11. . Az Þ did-another" of March 
we r998 yr che | ASofeg Fre 29 
grieved, out mother-church is rnagng quick! ro 
the brothel-houſe , and that we lovands) ht 
giving gi _ | | Darts Alas thar 
our islike*ra quit as fo f + Jt ' 
part [fl werekble-J when our bathed inc Pa in 
roftir up my (elf to take hold of him; / 
this land; for I know hia to be a fweer fecor 


- 
. 


ozen heart,as'F Have: | Obeſe - 
ing in ſackcloth be ſefwecnFianbor fadiofitiogintdic 
choughts tothink wharhe will be, when we clay-bodies 


erin tbey Sree rarer Seder of 


for my heaven, -whileI am 6 


robes repeating onhis rhrone, 1 would eo widre.c\./ 


þ 
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ſoul with kiffing ; embracing &real enjoying of the Son 
of Gdd* Avd 1 think" then 1 might write ro my friends, 
That [ bad found the golden world, and look out, and laugh 
at thE poor bodics, who areflaying one another for fea- 
thers: Forverily, Byother , fmce 1 came to his priſon, I 
have conceiveda new & extraordinary opinion of Chriſt, 
which 1 had not befote ; for 1 ive we friſt all our 
joye ro omg till heand ureter ran 
as married parcjes: chinkingtharthere is nothi ichche 
to be(oughrorfound} Yur 'boly hope and fair promiles : 
and thar Chriſt w1ll giveus nothing here barrears,, 1ad- 
ac zicrofles : and tharwe ſhall never feel rhe (me[] ofthe 
flowergofthar high garden of Paradiſe above , rill we 
eomethere :: Ihmt; +rts'poflible ro find young 


3-anda een \Paradiſe of joy , even here: 1 
Fee. Dhedtobr willed amore tony ac refioth- 
fallſ{meibof incomparable glory aod joy, in heaven, chen 
theyjjdoherer Becxuten drink” of . the well of life , up at 
theavell's head more fytermd freth by far , theo thac 
whith weger5o our borrowed) old; running. ous vellets, 
andoarwvoadenditbes ketes yer Iam now perſwaded; it is 
outfolly to frifta)! cill therrerin day; ſecing abundance of 
earpeſt will nocdicioith any: ofoorpriacipabſum : 
Wydream of hunger io Chriſt's houſe ,- while weare 
here, alchabgh kt allowerh [feaſts upon'all the batres 
wahin'God's houſhald+-1t; were then ro ſtore our 
ſelyes with moe barro ' Chriſt, and with moc 
I viſits 9+ 6b we . 1 Loot arharkt 

c Futhuy por os in poliſeffion of our own,when 
woare prft minority, - Oh char all-the young heirs would 
ſcak more» anda greater avd-antarer communion with 
' my Lard-tetony, os ret he Chriſt ! 1 wiſh for 


parts I could fend youand that gentleman, who wrote 
Mnenbaldnater det me the kiops innecmoſt cel- 
lat aodhouſc- of wine , co be filled with love: A drink 
of chis love is worth-the havieg indeed : . We carry our 
ſelyes butrap roo: picely-witb Chriſt oor Lord, and our 
Latd4oveli not diceucls, anddryncls, and uncombnue's 
in ſrigade:; Since-nced force we muſt be in Chriſt's com- 
you's this let.ge be in his contmou; Ons 
Go) other- 


[14'S AATSES «5 239 | 
'Now my pre{car » in apiment- 
ſonment, deliverance for=ny appearaneci (ec) lpaketh 
cold like: Ie a OS 
thould wither wy - Cora like a May» fipwers Dn” 
Yer | reſolveto caſe my ary Sr cx wy 
and to ler my faith (wim whereacloſ; 


under-a neceſlicy cicher of fai 
maſter, of whom 4 Cs 


_ ſuch as theyare 
to is La hace bl fs Chl la 
hopes ) now when fo many of his evar 
-4 prom Chriſt's back, and leave him to jewd ry A ek 
[K-1 » remember my-love ce that worthy, 

r= 0 A. wi ſaluted me ia your AIOS have 
heard ahathe isone of my Maſter's friends, for Wm 

cauſe Lamried to him:l with he way moce-& 
love with Chriſt. Now for your queſtion,as far —_ 
conceive: fs rover vp praiſed two wayes: Fol dy a 
concional profeſſton of his nels before ;mnens 24.48 
the very or of the _ & receivingobaithes of che 
Sacramency, in which acts by profeſſion, ,wg.,givc our 'to 
mc that he is our God, with.whom. we ate. in corcuauc, 
andre driaxing inthe Lord's 
before men,thar 


God., format, "when we 
RE ang es; 


Mr. RuTH3IRTGORW's Epi 194 

m token of . 
Er 

gjoytul clevation, ( which 


or: 
ran Fpraifin \emberihanss 


God. Aut for: for the preſent 
winded} enorikde this can be doge 

is predicatis Dei OF Chrifti, nav laudatio azt ' 
De; : But obſerye char itis ifiag of God, aud not 
mecrly roncional , 29 iſhed in the fixſt member : 
or jth ed ber 07 ſp ad anghere ay 
works creation, providence and redemption, as 

and coniciondt praiſing of him, and f preaching ot 
anatofe ; or athatof jon of his 


berwixr the -pwrvae rs 99 
thing , which is formally reaching ; and the 
ctbiibncs the worth of a thing by way of commenda- 
fion, to caaſe" others ro praiſe with us. Thus recom- 
you to God's grace, 1 reſt. 
Kmarerh June 15. Yaurs in bis pars Lord 
* 2637: Jeſus, 


dy 


uu nbs danger robe 
[aſt olit of io 08. beak ing of Jour drape There- 
| 6-05 humble defire to God is, that ye may 


race of God' the power of 
; r6 yo 0 oh thr Cheſt eld dereofs 


worm 
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worm that thall die, I hapeye will not put your 
the ark} ro give ita wrong tetch , and to overuca it, 
many now do, when the archers are 5hooting ſor + at Joſeph 
whoſe bow 5 hall abide in-it's ſtrength: We owero our royal 
King.and Princely Maſter a teſtimony. O how blelled. 
are they, who can, wardea blow off Chriſh, and his boray 
oe arp ana 12, 17 0995 bg rhe wee i 

nover get u gs. t ieve his 
Pr pf Me Bro rech men tobreak their 
ſpears & {wordsypan him, and the enemies toplow Sion, 
and: make long and deep theis farrows on. her back : 
Bue itwauld norbe {oz -if the Logd bad net a ſowing 
for his plowing. ; What cap he do, but melt av old 
droffieKirkthac he may brivg out anew bride out ofthe 
fire 4gain+1 think Chriſt is juſt pow reparing bis bouſe,& 
exclunging his old veſlels with new veſlcels, and is goin 
chrough this land , aud taking vp aminvearore anda ro 
of ſo- many of Levis ſons, and good Profeflors , that 
he wake them new'work for the fecond. zemple.: 
And whatſoever ſhall be fonad., got to be for the work, 
ſhall be calten over the wall » Wheo the houſe thall be 
builded ,” be ſhall lay by. his hammers , as having vo 
moretodo wich them : «t is poſhble, he do worte ro 
them, ther lay them by: and 4thiak,, the vengeance of 
the Loyd , and the vengeance of bis temple 5 hall be upon them : 
I defire no more, but to keep weight when I am- paſt 
the fire ;- &I can now, in ſome weak mealure, give Cheſt 
a teſtimonial of a lovely and loving companion ,' under 
fufferiag for him. I faw bim re bacafar oft; his 
beaury ro my eye's«fight groweth: a fig , a ſtraw forren 
world's-plaiſtered glory and for childiſh ſhadows; The 
idol of clay ( this Gd; the world} thar fools fight for. If 
I hada [caſe of Chriſt of my own dateiog ( tor whoever 
onee cometh nigh hand; and cakech a hearty look of 
Chriſt'sinnter-fade, ſhall never wring nor wreſtle chem- 
ſelves our b& his love-grips again) Lwould reſt contented 
in wy priſoo ,; yea ina priſon withour light of ſun or cam» 
_ idh iſt and T had alove-bed , not of mine, 
Chriſthis own making ; that we might lie together 
emong-the lilies, till the day break and the tn PR 1 
Ls Who © 
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Who knoweth how {weet @' drink of Chriſt's Wage 
O but toliveon Chriſt's love is a King's life1 Theworſt 
vgs of Chriſt, even that which ſeemerh-tobe the refuſe 
ot Chriſt , his bardcrolfs, his-black croſs , is whire and 
fair: and che croſs receives a beaurifol luſtre and #perfa- 
med ſmell from Jeſes. My dear Brother , ſtar' noratir. 
While ye haye time ro ſtand upon the watch-tower, and 
to ſpeak , contend with-this land \, plead with your 
harlot mother , who hath been #treacherous half-marrow 
ro het husband yeſws ; For 1 wodld think liberry to h 
oneday z therovtandrop of my defires; and would ſeek 
Bo mote of the bleſſings, tharare to be had on this fideof 
wzime , ih I be over the warer; bars {; his my crazed 
elay-houſe in his ſervice and ſaving of fouls: Bur } hold 
my peace becauſe he hath done ir: my thallow andebb 
thoag hrs arc nor 'rhe- compaſs Chtilt ſailerh by : T heave 
his wayes to himſelf, for they are far, fat above 
me; Only I would contend” with Chriſt for his love , 


fill of his love; for there is no more left ro me. Whar 
Randeth beyond the far end 'of my ſufferings , and 
what ſhall be the evenit, he knoweth ; and1 hope, to 
my | <Aeges make me know , when God thall-uofold 
his ing me; for there arc windings and 
wo's and fro's in his wayes, which blind bodies us 
vaanorſce. This mich for — mo, 1 ws re- 
commendivg you , and what is before you ro the grace 
of God, Irelt, 

«Aberd. Tone 16, Your very loving Brother in his ſeveet 

637. Loyd leſws,'S. R. 


To Mr. WILLIAM DALGLEIH. 


Race , mercy and prace be unto you: - I haveheard 
ſomewhat 'of your wrials in Gafoway: [bleſs the 
" Lord; who hach n firſt inchart corner to make you a 
new Kirk to himſelf: Chriſt hath the feſs ado behind, 
when he hath refined you. Let me entreat you;, mydear- 


& be d6ld1o make a plea with Jeſus, my Lord, for a hearr-' 
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look cold and afar oft, as if I had doge with it :it is mach 
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deareſt Brother \ that ye have added much joy |to-me 1n - 
my bonds, when 1 hear-that-ye grow in the « | 
zeal of God for yout __— - Qur ey nm | 
ther pong or -{ufferivg + will calt, a > 
—_ world both ob heaven: and hell, 2 Car.-2. 
15, 16.1 perſwade you, wy dear Brother, thereas wg 
out of heaven next to Chriſt, deacer rome, chew my mite 
niſtey ,. and che worth of ity in. my cltimation,, is iweb 


led, and paineth me: exceedingly 3 | yer Lam content, tor .- 


the honour of my Lord, ts {arrender is back again ro 
the Lotd-of tho vineyard: let hier» do- with. me and ut 
bath ,; what he chinketh good=1 think my felt too lite 
tle for him: and let.me ſpeak ro you , how kind a tellow- 
priſoner is Chit ro- me !; | Believe: me ,. . this Kiad of 
crols { that would notgo by my door , but would needs 
viſie me, }45 ſtill che looger the more welcome wo mp, 
Lcisrrue , myſilent ſabbaths have been and arc (till glaſſy 
yce, whercon my faith cap ſcarce hold it's feet, avd Lam + 
often blowen on my back,avd oft my tees, with : 
of doabring;yer rrucly my boads all this ticue eaſt a migh-- © 
ry& rank {mc]l of high & deep love in Chriſt: 1 capnotia- * 
deed (fee th my<ro(s.0 the far end; Yer i believe, .T 
amin Chriſt's bedks , and in his decree ( not yer unto 
ded to me ) a man triumphing, dancing | 
over-on the other de gt the red fea, and 1g. 
and praiſing the Jamb , over beyond time, ſorrow, de- 
ptivation, Prelat's indignation,lofles ,. want of triends 
and death: Heaven is nor a fow| flying in the air, { as-mea 
uſe co (peak of _rhipgs that are pacerrain,) nay, 45.48 
well paid for, Chis: wixemenet lieth on-Glory, tor all 
the mourners in Zin » (ball never be looſed: Letus be” 
glad and rejoyc* that we have blood , lofſes , and wounds 
to ſhow our Maſter and Captain ; .at his appearance, aud' | 
whar we ſuffered for his cauſe.) Wo is me , my deaxHro- 
thergthat I ſay otren, 1 am bur-dry bones, which my 
Lord will por bring out of the grave again , an 
that, my faithle(s fears lay, Oh 1 am @ dry tree, that" 
can bear no fruit," T am an uſeleſs body , who can beget no+ 
children to the Lord in his houſe! Hopes of deliverance 


is a. 
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tor Chriſt (if 1 may fay (@ ) ro ger Lawborrows of my (or- 
row,and of my quarreloas heart: Chriſt's love playerh 
me fair play, 1 am not wronged at all; burtherersa 
tricking and falſe heart within me, that ſtill playeth Chriſt 
foulp GOTO Tye arr co-Chriſt: 3 15 a 
woader, that he dwellerh befiderhe like of me; yer | often 
Le 636 rabeageen 7; Sr and 
Fdelbib 


of ir, andthe inftrarments of it ,'and am proudof my bo- 
nourablc Maſter: And I reſolve, whether coutrary winds 
will or nor, to fetch Chriſt's harbour 7 aodi think a wal- 
ful and tiff coorention with my Lord Jeſus for his love 
very lawful: iris ſomerimes hard ro me , ro winmy meat 
wpon Chriſt's love, becauſe my taith is fick, and my hope 
withereth, and my cycs wax dim; and unkind; and com- 
forr- eclipling flouds go over the fair and bright Sun leſs: 
And then, when I and temprarion :ryſt che marter w- 
' gerber, weſpill all, rhrough udbelief: Sweer, fweer for 
evermore'would my life be y if L could keep fairh in 
exerciſe: Burl ſte, my fire cannot. alwayes caft light, 
Thave even a poor man's htyd world, whea be goeth a- 
way: But furely, fince my entry hither, mary © rame 
. hath oy fair fun ſhined withoue acioud:; Hor and bur- 
ping harh Chriſt's lore been to me; Lhave no vent io 
theerpteſhon of it: I muſt be comrent with ſtoln and 
fmochered defites of Chnit's glory: O bow far-is his 
Tove behind the hand with me ! [an uſt tile man, Who. 
ay arm age io v1 his thouſands of debt: All chat cau 
be gotten of him , is ro ſeiſe pon bys perſon: Except 

Chriſt wouid ſeiſc upon 'my ſelf ,- and make rhe read 
t that can be of my heart and lovero himſelf, L 


tebodyrogkons gas, ptr if my could 
do behofders , and edific his Kirk, and proclaim the 
mcomparable werth of Chriſt's love tothe world, O then 
would my ſoul be overjoyed , ond my ſad heart cheared 
Onan ! Dear RR I cannor pipes wm oe7 
of my labours among thar le: if all chat myLor 

bai My ebecntins Serum; abdrhediaoge fellnour 
ofthe profeſſion of the parich, and none ſtand by Chriſt, 
whoſe love I once preached , as clearly and plainly w_ 
Foe: 


®., 


temptation, event hell ir ſelt, and the ſtink * 
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far below it's worch and excellency ) to 
; tHlo, how cip I bear ir? and if 
harveſt , whete 1 hayo made a painful and 
Jowiog , it will oor ſoon digeſt with me; bugl 
know , his ways paſs finding oue ; Yer my witne(s both 
within me aad above me kaywerh, and my pained breaſt 
upon the Lord's day at nighcomy defire to have bad Chciſt 
awful, and amiable, and [weet to tha; people, isnow my 
joy: andir was my-defire ang aim , to make Chriſt and 
them one: if Lee my hopes die in the budzere they bloom 
a lictle, and.cometo 0 frvic, Idic with griet. O© my God 
ſcek not an account of the violence done to me by my 
brecheen, whoſe falvarion I love anddefire: I pray, that 
they andI be not heacd as contrary parties , in theday of 
our compearance before our judge, in that proceſs led by 
them againſt my miniſtry, which Ireceived from Chit: 
I know , alittleinch , and leſs thea the third partof rlys 
ſpan-length and haudbredch of time , which is poſting a- 
way, will put me wichout the ſtroke,and above the reach 
of cither brechrenor foes : And it is a fhort-laſting injurie 
done ro me , and ro my pains, in that ,part of my Lord's- 
vineyard, O how filly an advantage 1s my deprivation ro 
men , ſeeing my Lotd jeſus hath many waysto recover 
his own loſſes, andisfrrefiſtible tro compals his awa glo- 


_ rious.cnds, that his hllie may grow amoogſt throns,. and 


his liccle Kiogdom cxalr it {elt, eycy under the [word and: 
ſpears of (nrAT powers : But, my dear Brother , goon 
inthe ſtreagrh. ot his rich ,. whom ye (ſerve; Stand 
faſt for Chaſt: Deliver the Goſpel off your hand, and 
your miniſtecy to your Maſter, with a clean and nadefiled 
conſcience: Looſe not. a pig of Chriſt's cabernacle : Do» 
not ſo much as pike with your paile at one board or bor- 
der of che ark; Have no part or dealing apon anyrerms,. 
inaboot, inacloſed window , or in « bowingof your 
knee , incaſting down of the remple: But be a mour- 
ning and ſpeaking wictucls , againſt them , who now 
ruin Zion. Our Maſter will beon us all , ina clap, cre 
ever we wit: That day will diſcover all our white's and 
our black's, concernivg this controyerlie of poor oppreſ-- 
fed Zion; CIAL SA of it good, i 

$5 6 ls 
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ableto abide the fire, when hay and ſtubble ſhall be burne 
to aſhes: Nothing, nothing {1 fay, nothing )bur found 
ſandtification can abide the Lord's fan: Tſtaudro my te- 
ſrimony, that 1 hed often of Scotland: Laimentation, 
menrning C7 woe abides thee, OScorland:OScorland,the fear- 
ful quarrel of a broken Covenant ſtandeth with thy Loyd. 
Now , remeinber my love to all friends , atid ro my pe- 
riſhoners, as if 1 named each one of them particularly : 
I recommevd you and Gbd's people,commitred by Chriſt 
ro yourtruſt, ro the rich 'of our all-ſafficient Lord, 
Remember my bonds ; Praiſe my Lord, who bearech 
meup in my hefferings As ye Gud ocrahon { accor- 
dingto the wiſdom given you ) ſhew out acyuaih- 
tance ,- what the Lotd hath done ro my foul: This I 
ſeek nor, vetily , ro bunt wy own praife, butthar my 
ſweereſt and deareſt Mafter may be magnificd in my ſat- 
ferings. 1 reſt, 
«Aberd. June 17. Your brother in bis ſweet Lord 
1637. Jeſus, S. R. 


Tw MARION McENAUGHT. 
Dearly beloved in our Lord leſus Chriſt; 


Race,mercy.& peace be to you: Few know the heart 

of a ſtranger and priſe ner;1 am inthe hands of mine 
enemies : I would, honeſt & lawful means were eflayed, 
for bringing me hometo my charge , now when Ar. A. 
R. and Afr, H. K. arc reſtored, It concerneth 6 of Gal- 
lyway moſt , ro uſe ſapplications and addrefley for this 
ſe, and cry if by fair means I can be broughc 
again : As for liberry, wichourl be reſtored ro my 


flock; mis lirtle ro me, for my Glence is my pri- 
ſon: However itbe, 1 wait for the Lord; Ihope not to 
rot ſufferiogs: Lord give me ſubmiſſion to wait 


en; my heart is ſad , that my dayes flee away, and 1 
do no _ Þ my #: -v0. in his houſe, now when his 
haryeſt and the fouls of perishing people require it ; buc 
his ways are vot like my van neither can T Guld him 
out, 'O that he would ſhine opon my darkneſs, and bring 


forth 'wy morning light trom under the thick cloud, that 
| - men 


— 


- / 
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men have ſpead over me! Orhat che Almighty wotkd lay 
my cauſe in a ballance 'and weigh me, if my fool was nor 
un Ga p, when others wete'flceping, how to haveCheilk 
bertorhed with a Bride, in thac part of theland!* bur thar 
day, that my mouth was moſt unjuſtly and clo- 
fed, the bloom tell off my branches, and wy joy did caſt 
the tower; Howbeitl have been cafting my lelfunder 
Chriſt's feer, and wreſtling tobelievgnnder a hidden and 
covered Lord; yer my faiiiting cometh before 1ear, aud 
my faith bath bowed with the fore caſt, and under this 
almoſtinſupporrable weight: O thac ir break not! 1 dare 
not (ay, thar the Lord hath pur our my candle, ard hath 
caſten water upon my peor coal , and broketithe ſtakes 
ofmy tabernacle: Bur I have tafted bitterneſs andearen 


all avd wormwood , ſince that day, my Maſter laid - 


s opog mero ſpeak no more: | ſpeak not this,becavfe 
we Lotd is bin'6s me, but pinches beholdery , 
that ſtand on dry land , ſee not my fea-ſtorm: The 
wirneſſes of my crofs are but ſtrangers ro my fad days 
and nights, O that Chriſt ' would ler mealone y and 
ſpeak love ro me, and come hometo me, and bri 
atmet with him !'O chat I might preach bis beauty 
and glory, as orice 1 did, before my clay tent be removed 
to darkneſs , and that I mighs lift Chriſt off thegronnd, 
and my branches might be watered with the dew of 
God, and my joy in tus work mightgrow green again, 
& bud, & ſend ou: a flower! But 1 am bura ſhort-Gighted 
creature,& my candlecaſterh not lighe afar off: He know- 
eth all chat is done ro me , how that when 1 ha but one 
joy & no more, and one green flower, that | eſteemed to 
be my garland, hecame1n one hevr and dried up my flo- 
wer at the root, and took iway mine only eye, & mine 
one crown& garland:what can 1 rut bo goil- 
tineſs has been remembered before him, and he wasſee- 
kingto take down my ſails, aridto land the flower of my 


delights , and to ler it lie 0a the coaſt, like an old broken © 


we 4g is no more for the ſea: But Ipraiſe him for this 
ed ſtroke : 1 welcome this farnace, God's wiſdom 
made choice of it for me, & it muſt be beſt becauſe irwas 


' luschoice, Othat I may wait for hinv till the w2 
hischojce, PRESET —— | 
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break, out !. This poor afflicted 


ing; bar her night her be- 

ſhe was like a careler, forced dro 

of his and now her 

be ra the chicf men.io the land her Ways monrn, 
her » her children figh for bread, and there 


I know be ball wake corn to grow. upon the rop of his 
| mount Zion again. Remember my » and 
focger.me not; Oh. chat my Lord would bri 
amooggit you, with ml db of the Gy pel of of Chriſt ! But ! Buc 
Orhat 1 may (cr down my deſires, e my Lord bid- 
me./ Remember my love in - Lord to your hul- 
band; God make bim fai lto Chriſt ; aud my bleſſing 
to your chree chuldren. Faint not in prayer for this Kirk: 
Defire my people not to regeive a ſtranger , and jnrrader 
npon my" miniſtry ; Jet me ſtand i that right,and fta- 
Ps chat my Lord jeſus gave me, Grace, geace be with 


994] 1647s. Yours inhis ſweet Lord 
and Maſter, S. R. 


T7 JOHN GORDON 
At Riſco. 


Dear Brother ; > 


; w/w Eacoeſtly deſite to know the caſe of your ſoul, andto 

uaderſtand., char ye have made ſure work of heaven 
and ſalvaciou. / 1. Remember, Salvation is one of Chiilt's 
dainties he giveth bur coa1{:.w, 2. That jtis violent (wea- 
ting and ſtriving that taketh heaven. 3. Thatircolt Chriſt 
blood to, purchaſe that houſero ſinners ,, and to (er man» 
kind down,asthe King's free tennancs and free-holders. 
4- That many make a ſtart toward heaven, who fall on 
thei » and win not-up to thetop of the mount, 1t 
plucketh hrarc and legs from them , and they fit down 
and give it over , becauſe the devil fetreth a ſweet (melled 
gower totheirnoſe ( thus fair {gal whey 
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for the 
pray for them as Phayaob and Simon did; and pro 


wn pmo. 29pm, id; and walk {oft- 
and mourn for fear of judgment , as eAbobdid ; and 
pur away fins and idolaity, as Jeb did; and heac the 


word ot: TWP AT" Mes nr > 
according ward, as Herod did; aud ſay, Maſter , ro 
Chriſt, / will tee whither thou goeſt,as the man who 


offered o be Chriſt's ſervant, Math. 8, and may caſte of 
the virtues of the life- ro. come , and be parraker of the 
wonderful gifts oEche holy ſpirit, and rate of 
word of God , as the £4po#tates who fin againit the 
Ghott,” Heb. 6. and yerall theſe are bur like pold io ch 
and colour,and waterce braſs and baſe mectal,” Theſe are 
ae that we {hould try our ſelves, and nor reſt till we - 
a ſtep nearer Chriſt; than /un-burnt and | 0. 
feſlors cancome, 6. cy it isimpoſſi EE i- 
dol-ſins & yecan go to heaven togerher,& tharthey,whe 
will nor part with theſc, can indeed love Chrilt at the þqr- 
tom;but only in word & ſhew: which will nor do the bu- 
finels. 7, Rememberhow (wifily God's polt, tome, flicth 
away, and that your forenoon is already $your aficr- 
noog will come, and then your evening, and ac laſt night, 
m_ Fnens ſee ro work: let your novy be ſet upon 
| of your journey , and ſumming avd laying your 
owns rage? ave O how bleſled (ball ye be , to 


havea | joyful welcome of your Lord at night |! How 
bleſſed ar Av 


ethey, who in time take ſure courſe with their 

ſoul! Blels his name, for what ye poſſeſs in goods 
and children, eaſe and worldly contentment, that he bath 
(nya angſechws belike Theifh, inbumill and low- 
of mind; & be nor great and intire with the world.: 

make irgoc-your God, nor your lover, thar ye truſt unto; 
for jt will dective you ; recommend Cbriſt aud his love 
to-you , inallaluygs, lethim have tbe Gower oo ynge 


250 FR m_— OONEVIRACESY's re 
rt and yourlove, fer a low t 

Chriſt, and cry dow in your thoughts Copel be chat 
will not comfor: you, when ye ger ſummonds to re- 
move, and compear before your Judge, to anſwer for all 
the deeds done in the body, The Lord gire you wiſdom 
in all things : I beſeech you ſanifie Ged 18 your ſpeaking, 
for holy and reverend 1s his name: and be remperare & 
ſober ; PE (as ir is called ) is a fin , tharholderh 
men our of heayen. I will nor believe, that ye will receive 
the miniſtty of a-ſtraoger , who- will preach a new and 


uncouth doctrine to you': Let my ſalyation Rand for it, it * 
£ 


I delivered not the plain and counſel of God to-you 

m his word. Read this letrer to your wife, andremembor 

my loveto her, and requeſt her to rake heed to do whar I 

write to you : Ipray for you and yours. Remember me 

in your prayers to our Lord ; thathe would be pleaſed to 

ſend me amongſt youagain. Grace be with you. 

eAberd. 1637. Your lawful and loving 

Paſtor, 8. R. 


TM HUGH HENDERSON: 


Reverend and dear Brother 


Ho knowerh, but the wind may turn into the weft 
again , upon Chriſt andhis deſolare bride in this 
Tand ? Andthat Chriſt may gerhis ſummer by concle a- 
gain; for he hath had il} weather this longtime, & could 
not findlaw or juſtice for himſelf & his truth theſe many 
y_ lam ſaute; the wheels of this crazed and broken 
irk run all upon-no otherazebtree, nor is chece any 
other to roll them, and them,. and drive them , bue 
the wiſdom and good pleaſure of our Lord : And.it were a 
faſt trick; andglorious, of never-ſleeping provideace y- to 
ingour drethreas darrs, they have (hora us, back 
their own heads: Suppoſe they have wo ſtrings ro their 
bow, and can rake one as another faileth them, yerthere 
are moe then three ſtrings upon our Lord's bow; and be- 


_, he cannot miſs the white thar he thoeteth at. 1 


w. heſhuffleth up and down in his hand the great 
body of heaven and carth;, and that LiendCroraee 
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Epi. 127. | 
arc in his hand, ikea ſtock of Cards , arid that 


dealeth the play to the mourners in- Zion , andrheſe that 
fay « lyedown , that we may go over you, athis own fore- 
rargn pleaſure : And 1\am ſure, Zion's adverſaries, it this 
ay » ſhall not take up cheir own ſtakes again.  O how 
athivg isitto cruſt in him ! When Chrilt hath flee- 
ped out his ficep ( if L may ſpeak ſo of him, who is the 
watch-man of Iſrael, that neither ſhumbereth nor ſleepeth ) & 
his owware tried, be will arife as aſtrong man after wine, 
and make barc his holy arm , and pur on vengeance asa 
cloak , and deal vengeance thick and double a the 
haters of Zion. {ir may be, we ſec him ſow, & fenddown 
maledictions and vengeances , as thick as drops of rain or 
hail;apon his coemies : For our Lord oweth them 2 black 
day, and be uſcth ducly to pay his debts: neither his 
frizads and followers, nor his fors and advetfaries (hall 
hareirro ſay, that be is not fairhful & cxaGt in keeping his 
word. I know no bar in God's way , but Scotland's guil- 
rineſ(s, and he can come oyer that impedimenx, and break 
that bar alſo , and then ſay to guilty Scotland, as he (aid 
Ezek. ; 6. Not for your ſakes, &c. Onwaiting bad ever yera 
bleſſed iſſue, & ro keep the word of God's parienee 
ang 1 ap ſaints dry in the water, cold in the fire , and 
ing & blood-hotin the . Whararepriſonsof 
icon-walls & of braſs to Chriſt? Not ſo good as feal- 
dikes, fortifications of ſtraw, or old correring walls : if he 
give the word, then chains will fall off the arms &.legs of 


| kisprifoners. God be thanked, that our Lord Jefus 


the tutouring of King and Courr and Nobles , and that he 
candry rhe gutters, and the mires in Zion , and lay cau- 
ſcysro the Temple with the carcaſes of baſtard Lord. Pre- 
lats and idol ſhepherds : The corn on the houſe-tops got 
neverthe huſband-man's prayers; & ſo is feenon it, for it 
fillettnorthe hand of mowers. Chriſt and cruth and in- 
nocency wWoarketh cven under the carth ; and renily chere 
is hope for the righteous : We. ſee. nor-what concluſions 
pals;n heaven anent ali the affairs of God's houſe: we 
need not give hare to God to take ce of his epe- 
mies;forjuſtice workerh without hirc. O that the ſeed of 
hope would grow again & come to maturity! And that we 


252 Mr. RarunnxroorD's  Epilt.nz9, 
could importuve Chriſt, aud double aur knocks athis 
Fate, calt our cries and ſhouts over the wall ;-. that 
' , core out , and make. our [eruſalemthe praiſe 
of the whole cacth , and give us Salvgiion for walls.and bul- 
works ! If Chiſt bud, 005507 HIeeY » and bloom, and 
bear ſced again , ig Sgotland,and his farther ſend him awo 
ſummers 4gain ia one year, and bleſs his crop; © what 
cauſe hare we, to rcjayee.in the free falvation of, our 
Lord, & to fer up, our banners inthe nameof our God! 
Othar he would haſten the copfulon ofthe leprous ſirum- 
pet, the. morher& miſtreſs of aborminations 19 che carth, 
and raven images ont of the-way, & come in with 
the [ews,i1 troops, & agree with his old owccalt & forſaken 
witc, & take themin again to his bed. of love! Grace be 
with.you, 
eAberd. 1637, Yours,xanr Moſter and Lord.'S. R 


To the Lady 
L AR GIL ITE 


AITSTRESS; 
ec Race, mercy andpeacebc toyon: Lexhort you in 

the Lord, to go on in your journey to heaven; and 
to be content of ſuch fere by the way, as Chriſt and bis 
followers have had before you; for alwayes the 
wind on their faces, and our Lotd aartrnat changed the 
way tous, for our eaſe; but will have us folownag our 
fwecr guide. | Alas how doth fi clog us, in our journey, 
andretard us! What fools are wero have a by-good, or 
another love, or match to. our ſouls, befide Chriſt? 
Irwere beſt for us, like il! bairns ( who are beſt heard ac 
home, ) ro ſcck our own bome, and co {e}l our hopes 
« of thus: little clay Innes and idol of the carch , where 
we are neither well z nor well watered; Oh 
thar our ſouls would fall ſo at eddes with the fove of this 
world; zz rothink otit , 2 a traveller doch of adrink 
ofwarer, which is not any part of hisrreaſure , bur 


ow arp Tanyp.gpl for ren lefty that 
ink © him as gorhing! O that we had as ſoon done 
0 
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ſo neither can we be maſters and Lords-of wo loves; 
Bleſſed were we, if we could make onr ſelves maſters of 
thatinraluable 


dy for thippi . 
tide call rek Pets is che [aſt thief , that ſhall come 
without din ot noiſe of feer, and rake ourfouls away, 
and we ſhall rake” our leave at Time), and face Keerws 
ty , and our Lord ſhall 1a che rwo fides of this 
carthly Tabernacle, and fold us and lay us by , asatnan 
layeth by clothesat nighe , & put the one half of us inn 
houlc'of lay; the datk grave, and the other balfof usih 
heaves'or hell; Seek ro be foand of your Lord in , 
at mend flirting, and put your ſoul in order, for 
will/nor give 2 nail- breadth of Time to our lirtle 
fandglafs. Pra | Zion, and for me his priſoner , thar 
he would be to bring 'meamongſt yon _— 
of Chtiſt}, and fraughted & loaden with the blefſing of 
his Goſpel. © Grace; be with you. 
xAberd. 1637. ours in bis only Lord and Maſter.S, R- 


To EARLESTOWN Tounzer. 
Worthy & dearly beloved in the Lard; 

Race ,* mercy andpeace be unto you: I long to hear 
C5 from-.your. RR tell apri woſkews _ and 
do thinkit ſervice to the Lord , to wait op ſtill with fub- 
miſlion , till the Lord's mo: ning-{kie break;;and his ſam- 
mer day dawn: for 1 am vaded, it isapicce of the 
chict errand of our lifezthar- God ſeur vs, for Cmye_t, 
down to this carth, among devils and men,the firebrands 
ofthe dem, cringe (mare Doty 
a rimehereamongſt our cucmies;otherwiſe he might have 
made heavento wair-on us; at our coming jr 
womb, andhave caericd us homeroour countrey, with- 
out letting us ſet down our fect in this knocty and thor- 


27. Mr. ROTHEREOORD'S Epiſt. 129 Epi 
ny life ; but ſeeing pirce of ſaftering is carredgoevety rov 
one of us, Ic{s or more, as infinite witdom hath —_ the! 
; our part is:o hatden and habtaarour ſoft and thin bor 
nature; tocodure ite aud water , devils, lions, Þ}} . oft 


wen, loſics, woe hearts, as theſe thatare looked upon by we 
God, Angels, .menand devils. O what folly is it, $o-fit red 
down ant weep npon a decree of God: that is bath dumb tro 
and deaf at aut rears , and muſt ſtand ſtill as vnmovable ro 
as God who made u;for whocan comebehind our Locd, alt 
to alcer or better what bd hatch decreed & done! It were ſtre 
beter ro make windows jn our priſon,aedio look on wo tare 
God and ourcountryHeavenand to Cy like fertered meg, ſons 
who long for the King's free air, | Lord {et thy Kingdon and 
come; O let the Bridhergom come Abd Oday, 0 fair gro 
fey, O cverlaſting ſummerday , dawn and shine out, break gelin 
out from under the black shie and shing | 1am per{waded, Oh 
it every day , a little ſtone in the priſon walls werebro- pro! 
ken, and thereby aflarance given ;to the chained priſo- on4 
ner, lying under ago ſone of irens upon.axms and for i1 


legs , 1/7927) y ain ſhould wear m two picces, yam 
and a hole ſhoul q oy pang hraety 28 Wide as he mi kno 
come ſafely out to his long deſired liberty ; he wouldia frie! 


patievce wait on , till time ſhould. hole the priſon wall fail 
and” break his chains; The Lord's hopeful, priſoners veth 
under their rryals are in thatcaſe : Years & moneths will righ 
take our now one- lirtle ſtone, -3hep another, of this heay 
hoaſe of clay, ind ar 1 time ſhall wia our the Chr 
breadth of a fair door , and fend out the impriſoned foul agai 
to the free air in heaven, and rime-{hall file off, by little my 

and [itrle, our iron bohks, which ace now on legs & arms, right 
ad out-dare, and wear our trouble thr eed-bare and hole, and! 
and then wear them to nothing : For whar I ſuffered ro k 
yeſterday, Lknow, ſhall never come again to trouble me. wee 
O that we could breath ont new hope , and new fubmiſ- fickt 


40 the ſtopping of our breath. I may {er,{ if I would boc- 
row 
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roweyes from Chriſt , ] dey land; and chat many pk 

therf {hould we nor laugh ar adverfiey,aod (corn our ſhoct- 

both aud foor-dying temptations 2-1 rejoyce, inthe hope 

Ns, ! amet ral te ceraaled, Teva at yes > 
we 


| by for; our hope ws ſuch anuntwi 
0 fit reqethreedy as, | imagin /o, or, itss Heb; burche cable, the 
mb tropg row of our faſtened anchor , is the oath andthe 


able rome of him , who ws ecernal verity , 0ur-Salvation.is 
xd, [iſteved with God's own hand; and with Chriſt's own 
yere ſtreogth, to the ſtrong ſtoup of God's un ya- 


"7" tate, Adfal. 3. 6. 1am the Lord, | change not, and therefore ye 
Ie, ſons of lacob are not conſumed : We may play, and dance, 
dam and leap upon our worrhy and immorvcable rock : the 
fair grounds: fure/and good , and will bide! hell's -bran- 
reak | geling 5 and devils braxzgling , and the world's affaults. 
icd, Oh if our faith could ride it out , agaioft the high and 
»FO- proud windsand waves , when our {ca (cemeth-all to'be 
i{o- on4re |. Q:how- oft do 1 ler my grips go'! Lam punto 
and ſwimmi peg: Os eſt doth a 
ces, yamtzg= of theground, in. this- barrel , ethin 
gi Rem. 4 raged cin our corruptinature :. Alas ! that is a 
ia friend nec2t of kin and blood to hitafelf, and will nor 
wall fail to-fall foal upon us: And hence it is , that he, who 
hers veth ro the utte/moſ?, aud, leadeth many ſons to glory, is {ti 
will righting my falyation, and ewenty tumes a day | ravel my 
this heaverrs: andrhen I muſt come with my i{fraveled work to 
the Chriſt, tocumber:him (as it were 3 ro xight it, androſcek 
oul again the rightend at the threed , and to fold up again 
tile my eternal go with his own hand, and to. give a 
ms, rightcalt of his holy and gracious hand to my marred, 
lhe, and fpilt ſalvation. Certaiply, icis a cupberſom thing, 
red to keepa fpolith child from falls and b brows, aud 
me. weepingforthis and- that. roy »:and raſh crea and 


niſ- ficknels , and bairns diſcaſcs ;; ere he winthe them 
rot all ; and without of the mirgs» he,cofterh meekle. black 
EX= crmber # and fechrie to his keepers; - And (o isa belieyer 
ghc a cumberſom; piece at work, & enil[revelcd beſp (as we ule 
es toſay) to Chriſt : But God berhanked , for many ſpi 

Glvations, -avd-mery ill reveled beſps bach Chriſt men» 
ded;z | Gnev- firſt he eptered rurour to loſt PAR 
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{6 Mr. ReTHzz#00R D's Fpiit is 
” © whatcould we; bairas,  do-withour him ! Cs 
would we mar all! Bur the leſs of our weight be upon 
our own fecble legs; and che more that we be on Chriſt , 
the Rock, rhe berrece for us: It is good for us, thar 
ever Chnit took rhe cumber of us: it is our heaven, tolay 
many , and —_— rem Chaiſt, — —__—_ 
hinvall we "e, root, and to ” 
6urfalrarion: Lord bold us £ Now to this tucour , 
and rich Lord, Irecommend-you : Hold faſt 6ll he come, 
and renjember his priſoner. Grace; gracebe with you, 
eAberd, + Yours in his and your Lord 
1637: Feſus, S.R, 


DM WILLIAM DALGLEISH 
Reverend &@ dear Brother, 


A Race, mercy and be unto you: Ireceived your 
letter : 1 bleſs our meer As. who 
hath broken the ſnare that men had laid ; _ 
pr Woman trmg na iotis honld/ is Jef 
ofſhell. Who ie 
our lov aſelaw(hall yet be filled with y yodug men , and with 
old men, & & women with chi thae they ſhall 
plave vines in the mountains  hntetenlite rhe 
wheels, and motions of this Charch, are rem- 
"elated; ' not as men wou ; bur according ro the 
Tm ao FR Te 
in , 1 _” 
conc care * hall ty tl Hand ra Gann 
caſte over me. I Know, my Lotd had his own quarrels 
and that my droſs ſtood invert of this hoc 
but T rejoyte in this, thar fair truth; beantiful 
ſho my Lord clcarethto me more aod 
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Grime z mercy and peace beroyou: Long to hea 


heck jouiathe Lord, Nvenentigers 


Epiſt, 131 TEASE ERIE 
- ere praiſe' to his own freerhtone _ 
be d amongſt you, oe beet 
houſe! 1 ex nevry well or be ls dy; ING 
fer men vo pluck you away 09) ern rene 
uſe meaus to keep my place empty,aodto meback 
g——_ ;to whotn I have Chriſts fight, and his 
urch's lawful calling, Dear Brother, Chriſt be 
dearer and dearer to you , let the conqueſt of ſouls be top 
and root, Rower and bloom of your joyes and deſires, in 
this fide of ſunand moon : and in the day, when the Lord 
ſhall pull ap the four ſtakes of thistlay-renit ShofRtiing 
and the laſt pickle of ſand ſhall be as the wie 
down iti your warch glaſs, aud the maſter Fate 
(err St vaeyatd roi give them their hire ; 'ye will 
eſteem the bl world's jory like thovelowe ef 
che rain-bow, that vo man can pat in his purſe and trea- 
ſore: Your labours and pains thall then ſmile upon 
My Lotd cow hath given me experience [ howbeit weak 


| and (mall ] that our beſt fare here isbonger ; we are bur 


Woe ages in this lower houſe, we have canſe 
vgs on ſupper-rime, and the high cable , Þ tho» 
ace; This wothd deſerverh «(hy but 

oo! of our ſou}: Lord haſten the marriage-ſupper of the 
Lamb. 1 find ir ſtill peace to give up with thisprefenr 
world , as with an old deconnted and caſt off lover: M 
bread and drink in ir,is norſo mach worth, that I 1 
por loaththe Iynes , and pack op my deſires for Chriſt, 
that hare fenc outro the teckleſs creatures in iz. Grace , ; 
grace be with you. 

«Aberd. 1637. Your aff eftionat Brather & Chrift's 


Srijovce;'S. IR." © 


Tv the Laird of 
CAE SL YL; 


Much honoured Sir ; 


——— ee et tt 
—_ 


how your ſoul cold :T ng Shat dayhngnet, 
your ibabaai obey hriſt avd be- 
to 


— _ 
. 


tathe courde uf the times: This is their compals hey (al 
heaven by ,iuſtead ofa better H/ortby and dearSir, 
£ your leit tromfuch; and beud your felf, to the 
ntmaſt of your ſtrength and breath;, iv zunmng falt for 
ſalyauon? and ingaking Chriſt's Kingdom, ule violence ; 
Ir colt Chriſt and all bis followers (harp ſhowers and 
hoefweats, cre they wor, to. the top of the mountain : 
75d wa yr age natuce Would dy 6 


; Luch wares as theſe will notbe welcome 
there. Ohow loath arc we to forgo onrpackelds & bur- 
dens ,. that hinder us ro run our race with patience | Itis 
no ſmall. work to diſpleaſe aud anger nature,thas we may 
pleaſe God. O ititbehard co win one foot or balf an inch, 
our of our own will, our own wit , out of our own 
calc and worldly luſts? and ſo ro deny our (elf, and to 
ſay , {t is nat I but Chriſt , not 1 but grace , not I but God's 
glory , not | but God's love conſtraining me, not 1 but the 
Lord's <yord , not 1 but Chrifff s an Ig 6s K ing 
in me! Ow ins, and whac a 15 it © nature , 
toturnme , my ſelf, my luſt, my caſt, my credit, overin, 
my Lord , my Savieur, my Ki , CT my God, Lord's wwull 

Lazd's grace) Buralas | char dof + thas w Sh crea- 


-  « 


is the-maſtgr-idol 7iolrcs pay What 
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wild himſelf. What drove the old world on to cor- 
raps their wayes ? Who but themſelves , aud theifawn 
ure > What was the cavſe of Solomon's falling into 
idolatry, & malriplyiog ofſtrange wives ? Whac but bim- 
ſelf, whom be would cather plcaſure chen God ? Whar 
was the hook that zook David, & ſoared him firſt in adul- 
try, bur has ſelf- luſt; & then in muriher, bur his ſelf-creatt 
& ſelf- honour 2 What led Petey en to deny 5, ap Was 
it not a piece of himſelf, & felf-loveto a whole {kin 2 Whar 
made lud (ell his Maſter for 30 preces of money , bur & 
piece of {clf-love, idolizing of avaritiews ſelf ? made 
Demas to ge off the way of the Golpel', 0.0 
ent world ? even ſelfſ-love & love 
very man blamerh the deyil for his fins 
devil, che houſe-devil of every man , the 
ceateth & licth inevery man's boſom, ig 
lecth all , hunſelf. O blefled are they, whe 
themſelves , & put Chriſt in the room of themſelves ! 
would tothe Lord, I had not amy ſelf, but Chriſt ; nora 
wy luſt, but Chriſt; nor a wry caſe, bur Chriſtz .noQTe my he+, 
noxy, but Chriſt ! O ſweer word, Gal. 2. 10, Elves 


more , but- Chriſt liveth inme ! O if eve one would pur TY 


away himſelf, his own ſelf, his own eaſe, his wn pies 
his own credit, and his ewn twenty thugs , his z 
things, that he (eterh up as idols above Chriſt! Dear Sir, Þ 


your ve onng back to your old ſelf, andto - 


[a 
your /e/f-luſt aud {fi , that ye. ſer up iy the laſts bf 
youth, above Chriſt. Worthy Sir , pardon this | my. 
freedom of love: Godis my wituel(s , that it Kourot. 
ancarneſt deſire after your ſoul's erernal welfare , that 
Loſe this freedom of ſpeech : Your ſun 1 know is lower, + 
and your , cvening-(kie and fan-ſctring. nearer y, them . 
when 1 ſaw you laſt: Strive to end-your taſk bek 
night , and ro make Chriſt Your - » and to gaint 
ur love ws yen heart with the Loed: * now 
y Chriſt and his tta;h, when ſo mapy fall foully and. 
ace falſe to hich, Lhope , ye fore him and bis truths. 
let me have, powe | 
I chipk more 


TOS: Larneins 249.” 
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power yoy. to _coulirm ; you inkitis.; SE. 
© of my LOTS IP E0» hea 00S 


het 


=" Mr. RuTtHBTRz00RkD's Fpiſtityz: 
cxoven of gold, aud a free Kingdom licing to ir. - Sir, 1 re- 
member you in my prayersto the Lord, OT 
promiſe: Help me with your prayers, that our | 
- would beplealcd to bring me amevgſt you again, with 
the Goſpel of Chriſt : Grace, grace be with you. 

eAberd. 16 y7, qurs in his ſweeteſt Lord 

. and Maſter, S.R. 


T7 JOHN GORDON 
Of Cardoneſs Townger. 


Dearly beloved iu eur Lord; 


Race, mercy and peacebeto you: I long exceedingly 

to hear of the caſe of your out, which hath a large 

ſhare boch of my prayers and careful thoughts. Sir , re- 
member, that a precious treaſure and prize is upon this 
ſhort play,thar ye are now ppon,cven the eternity of well 
or ja: ems foul ſtanderh upon thelirtle point of your 
lorwellemp ſhorr and ſwift poſting ſand-glaſs: 
Seek the Lord, whilc he may be found ; che Lord waiterh 
—_= you: Your-ſoul is ofno little price: gold oor filver, 
ofas much bonuds as would cover the higheſt heavens 
zound abour, cannot buy it ; To lire as others do, and to 


{. be free af open fins, thar the world crieth ſhame upon, 


+ mill gor briug you to heaven : as much civiliry andcoun- 
$ Cry-diſcretion, as weuld lic berween you and heaven, will 
Rot lead you one foot or one inch above condemned na- 
ture: and therefore cake pains upon ſeeking of ſalvation, 
and give your will, wit, humour, the green defires 
of yoath's pleaſures , off your hand to Chrift, Ir isnor 
ble tor you to know, till experience teach you, 

w dangerousa time Youth is: it1s like green and wer 
timber; ' when "Chriſt caſteth fire on it, it rakerh noc 
fire: There is need here of more then ordinary pains ; 
for corrupr nature hach a back friend of Youth, 
and ſinging againſt light pur aut your candle , and 
ifie your conſcience , Ag when ir moe cover- 


is done , the Devil is like a mad horſe, thar 
hath broken the bridle, aud rangeth away with his rider, 
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ch 


| as of anger, raſh, 


-- eb EASY 1 RT | 
ither be liſterh. Learn to know that which tHe'Apol 
kuew, che deceirfulueſs of fin: wks _ riyet, 
reading, and hely company; and hofy conferevce, Your 
delighe, and when dig comerhin, yeſhall by {Dp 
lirtle ſmell the ſweetneſs of Chrift, till ar length your 
ſoul be over head & ears in Chriſt's ſwverriefs : they (hall 
ye beraken up tothe rop of the mountain withrhe Lord, 
toknow the raviſhments of ſpiritual love, & the glory & 
excellency ofa ſcen, revcaled, felt andembraced Chriſt ; 
& then ye ſhall notbe able ro looſe your ſelfoffChriſt, as 
to bind your feul to old lovers: then , & never till then, 
are all che paces, motions, walkings and wheels of your 
ſoul ina right rune, andin a ſpiritual temper: But if this 
world and the lnſts thereof be your delight , Tknow not, 
what Chriſtcan make of you ; ye eaunot be metral rs be 
a veſſel of glory and mercy. Asthe Lord liverh, 1 
chouſands are beguiled with ſecuriry y becauſe and 
wrath & judgment is not terribl: 20 them { Rand in aw 
of God, and of the warnings of a checking and rebukin; 
: _ —_ to fee Cn ou. moni, 
og, peakin nkiog ; our ons 

him 3 he be near there is oſting in the ew born 
babes of Chriſt, like the inſtin& of narure , thar Izads 
birds to build rheir veſts & brin gup theit young , & love 
ſuch and ſuch places as woods, toreſts wifanc | They wi 
berter chen laces : The juſtin of nature maketh a 
man love his mother country , above all counrreys: The 
inſtin& of renewed nature , and ſypernathral grace, will 
leadyou to fach and ſuch wotks, as to love your 
4bove, ro ligh tobe clothed Ad he ho Goran 
with hands, &to call your borrowed priſon here below, a 
borrowed priſon , and to look upon it ſerrant-like & p 
1m-like : AN Og ye R look, i82adi - 
tke diſcontented-caft of his cye, kis beart cryingafter big} 
y hi Dj this is not like my.country.. I recommend tg you--.. 


gofa hole, and reforming of a failing , «ae-* 2 


orether, cyery week , and put off alin or a pieceof its 
luſt, intemperance , eycry day, 
be 


that ye may more eafil maſter the retnpane of $ 
pal oh Godhuth gen You 4 ie, lore her, ane 
. 
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ker breaſts ſatisfic you; and for the Lord's fake, drink no 
warers but oucof your own ciſtern, wells are poi- 
ſon, Striveto learn ſome new way agai your corrup- 
tion, from the man of God M.. W.D.or other ſervants 
of God : ſleep nor ſound till ye fad your ſelf in chat caſe, 
that yedare look dgath inthe face , & durſt hazard your 
. foul upon eeruity.. _ I am ſuce, manyells & mchecs of the 
ſhort threed of your life are by haad, figce I law you: & 
that chreed hath ag cud , and ye have no handstocaſt a 
kaor, and add one day or a finger-breadthte the end of it: 
When hearing, & ſceing} and the ntter wallsof the clay- 
houſe ſhall fall down, , avd life (hall reader the befieged 
caltle ofclay to death and judgment , and ye find your 
time worn ebb & run out , what thoughts will yethen 
have ofido! pleaſirres, that poſlibly are now (weert ? what 
budor hire would ye then give for the Lord's favour ? & 
what a price bans: ye. then give for pardou ? It were nor 
amiſs ro think, bat if 1 aw to receive a doom , and to en- 
fer into « furnace of fire C3 brimſtone ? What if it come to this, 
that | rhall have no i 10n , (3.96: darkneſs ? And what 
| fo be brought ro this , to be haniched from the preſence of 

» and to be given aver to God's ſerjeants, the devil, and 
the power of the /econd death ? Put your ſoul , by ſuppoli- 
tion; in Tach a caſe , and conſider , what horrour would 
cake bold of you, and what then ye would cditccm of 
pot your {clfin the courſe of fin ! Odeor Sir , for the 

'Slake, awake to live righteoufly , and Jore your 
poor ſoul, and after ye have (cen this my lener, ſay with 
pour ſelf, The Lord wwill ſeek an account of this warning, I 

ve received, © Lodge Chriſt in your family. Receive 
no ſtranger hircling as your Paſtor. Lbleſs your children. 
Grace be with you. © 

<Aberd. 1617. Your lawful and loving 
= Paſtor, S.R, 
dof Tomy Load B O TI D. 

, My very honowrable and good Loyd, * \ 

(a Rata mercy & peace be to yous Lo! Out of the wor- 


7 teport.chat I hear of your Lo; xeal, We 
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borndown & opprefled Gofpe! , I am bold ro writers. 
_ Lo: beſceching you by the mercies of GdJ ; by che 
onour ef pur reyal and princely King Jeſus, by the for- 
rows,tears and deſolation ef your afflicted niother clmrch 
& by the of your conſcience, & your joy mi the day 
of Chriſt, that yourLe:would goon inthe ſtrength of your 
Lord, and the power of his might ,” ro beftir your ſelf, 
for the vindicativg of the fallen honour of your Lord 
fas. O bleſſed for evermore , that ſhall helpto 
ut the crown upon the bead of Chrift apzin , in $tot« 
d! Idare promiſe; in the name of aur Lord, 'rhar 
this ſhall faſter and fix the piltars, andthe Rakes of your 
own honourable houftuporearrh, ifyelent , 'antlayim 
pledge in Chriſt's hand, ( upon fpiritoal hazard) life, 
eſtate, m7 wed ook credits moyenz friends,” the favour 
ot men e Kings wirh threecrowns ) ſo bei 
may bear eld, & acquir” your ſelf aa Phew 2.4 | 
& courage. tothe Prince of your falyarion;for the & | 
of his tewple, and fweeping outthe Lordty Diotrepbeſ?r, * 
time-courtingDemaſes;corrupr Hymeneuſes & Philituſes & 
other ſuch oxen, thar with their dithg'defile the ſe 


of the Lord: 1s not Chriſt now erymg, bo will hap 


me ? II ho will come onatwith me , tetake part with me", 
there in the honour of my victory , "over theſe mme enemies, 
who heve ſaid, We will not bave this man to rule over us?! My 
very honourable and dear Lord, joyn , joyn (as yetdo) 
with Chriſt, he is more wottch to you and your poſte- 
rity » then this world's May-flowers and witheriog Ri- 
ches and Honour , that ſhall gp away as ſmoke, ang eva- 
nifh in a night viſion, and ſhall in one hatfhoar, aftercke 
blaſt of the eArcharye!s rrumper, Tie iv white a{bes, 
Ler me beſcech your Lo : ro draw by the lap of Time's cups 
tain , and look m through thar window rtogreat atd end- 
leſs Ecernity , and conſhder , if a worldly price ( ſuppoſe 
this little round clay -glob of this athie awd- dirty earth, 
the dying idol of the tools of this world, wete a!l your 
own)cau be given for one ſonile of Chriſt's God, like and- = 
foul-raviſhiag countenance, ip that day , when ſo many 
= ints & knees of thouſand chouſande wailipg (hall ſtand 
Chrift, trembling, —_— aut making their 
l , 


prayers 
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prayers to hills and mouncains, to fall upon them, & hi 
chem from the face of the Lamb. O many would 
ſell Locdſhips and Kingdoms thatday , and bay Chriſt! 
Bur Oh the market be cloſed and cnded ere then. 
Your Lo: hath nowa bleſſed ventare , of winnivg court 
with the Prince of the Kipgs of the carth : He himſelf 
weeping, froth born down, & falles in the {treers, and an 
oppreliedGolpel , Chriſt's bride with watery cyes , and 
ſpoiled of her vail, ber bair hanging about her eyes, for- 
ccd togo in ragged apgarels whe bamthed, filegced & im- 
riſovcd prophetsof Ged , who have nor the favour of 
ſhe to propheſic in ſackcloath; all-theſe, I fay, call for 
ourhelp: Fear por worms of clay, the moth ſhallear 
ther asagirmeuc , lerthe Lord be your fear , he is with 
you, & thall ighc for you : thus thall ye.cauſc, the bleſſing 
of theſe, who axe ready to-perichgcome upon you, and ye 
ſhall make the heart of chis your mother-Chigchto 
57+. The Lamb & his armies are with you, & the King- 
domsof the carth.arc the Lord's, 1 on apt pe wk _ 
x tar tage rae oy? ; Lela barard mpegs & 
- alration upon it is is the only Gaving way to 4 
Grace, be with your Lo: Se FR” ir 
d Your Lo: atall reſpefiive obedience in 


I637: Chriſt, SK. 
Te ROBERT GORDON, 
| Bailiff of Ayr. 
Worthy Sir ; 


Race,mercy & peace be toyou : I long to hear from 
you: Qur Lord is with his aflited Kirk,fo that this 
burning buſh is not conſumed to aſhes. I know, ſubmiſ- 
fre on- waiting for the Lord thall ar length ripen the joy 
and deliverance of his own, who are truly bleſſed on-wat- 
ters : Whar is the dry.avd miſcarrying hope of all them, 
who are not in Chriſt, bur confuſion & wind ? O how pi- 
tifully and miſerably are the children of this world be- 
guviled, whoſe wine cometh home cochem warer, & their 
gold brafs & tin ! And what wonder, that hopes builded 
| | | upon 
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upon ſand ſhould fall and Gok ? It were good tor us all to 
abandon the forlorn, & blaſted, & wichercd hope,we have 
had in the creature ; & ler us henceforth come , & drivk 
water out of our own well , even the fountain of Tivivg 
waters , & bnild our ſelves and onr hope upon Chriſt our 
rock : Bur alas ! thatnatnral love , that we have to this 
borrowed home, that we were born in;and that this clay- 
city, the vain carth , ſhould havethe largeſt thare of our 
heart !- Our poer, lean and empty dreams of confidence, 
in ſomething beſideGod,arc no further travelled, then np 
and down che naughty and feckleſs creatures. God may - 
ſay of us, as he ſaid , {mos 6. 13. Yerejoxce ma thing of 
br. Snrely, we (pin our . wie ara with pain, and 

build our rotten andtorcer! ſe apon a ye, and falf-' 
hood,and vanity, O-when will we learn ro have thoughts, 
higher then the ſun and moon, and learn our joy , bope, 
ceufidetice and our foo!'s defies , to look up to our beſt 
—_— and to look down tro clay-tents , fer up fora 
night's lodging or twe, ig this uocouch land, and laugh at 
CE ESINI. HAR our 
joy our of creatures, woe , ſorrow , . leffes and grief © 
ſweeteſt Lord Jeſus ! © faireſt Godbead ! © flower of man and. 
angels, why are we ſuch ſtrangers to , and fay- off bebolders of 
thy glory ? O it were our ineſ(s for evcrmore , thar 
God would caſt a peſt j a borck, aleprofic upon vur patc 
of this great whore , atair and wellbuſked World , thar 
clay might ne longer deceive us! but O that God may | 
bura and blaſt our Hope hereaway, rather then ovr ops 

ſhould liveco burn us | Alas! = wrong ſide of Chriſt, 
(to ſpeak ſo) his black fide , his foffering fide , bis 
wounds, his bare coat, his wants, his wrongs, the 
oppreſſions of men done to him , are turned towards 
mens eyes, and they ſec not the beſt and faireſt fide of 
Chriſt, nor ſce chey his amiable face and his beauty, that: 
man and angels wonder at.: $7.4. lend your choughrs tor 


.theſe things , and learn te conteme this world , and to 


rurn your eyes and heart away , from beholding che maſ- 
ked beauty ofall things under Time's law & doom. See 


\him who isinvifible , and his inviſible thipgs ; draw by 


the curtain, and lookin with liking and longing to a- 
M 4 Kings 


266 Mr. RuTHERTOOR D'S Epiſt. 135 
Kingdom undefiled , that fadeth noraway , reſerved for 
you 1n the heaven : This is worthy of your pains & wor. 
hy gf your ſoul's ſwearing,” and ﬀhbeuring and ſeckin 
after, nightand day: Fire will flee over thecarth & a 
thar is in it, even deſtraRion from the Almighty : Fy, fy 
upon that hope , that ſhall be dryed up —_ root! Fy 
upon the drunken night-bargains ,'and the druakenand 
mad covenants , that finners make with death and hell 
after cups , and when mods. ſoals are mad and drunken 
with.che love of this lawleſs life ! They think ro make a 
neſt for their hopes , and rake quarters and conditiens 
of hell and death, char they (hall have caſe, long life, 
peace; and inthe morning , when the laſt rrampet ſhall 
awakethent, then they rac the block. Iris time, and 

high time for you, to think upon death & your accounts, 
aud te remember what yc are, where ye will be before the 
year of our Lord 1700, 1 hope: ye are thinking upon 
this; pull at your ſoul, and drawitafide from the com- 
pany Crrtetawih, and round and whiſper-in to it news 
of eternity, death, judgment, heaycn & hell. Grace, 

Grace be with you. 

eAberd. 1517. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
leſus , S. R. 


————— 


Re —— — 


To ALEXANDER GORDON 
Of Earlaſtoun. 


Much henexyed Sir ; 
Race, Mercy & peace be to you: Itis like if ye, the 
Gentyy and Nodility of this nation , be men inthe 
PFreets ( as the word ſpeaketh ) forthe Lord , thathe will 
now deliver his flock , and gather andgeſcue his ſcattered 
{beep , from the hands of crucl and rigorous Logds, that 
have ruled over them wick force. O chat mine eyes mighr 
ſes the moon- light turn to the lighe of the ſua? Burl 
Rill feat, the quarrel of a broken Covenant in Scotland 
ſtandeth before the Lord: However it be, 1 avouch it be- 
fore the world; that che tabernacle of the Lord ſhall again 
be in the midſt of Scotland, and thre glory of the Lord thall 
dwell in beauty, as the light of many days in one, 
mn 
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inchis land. O what could my foul deſire more, nextio * 


'Ors my Lord Jeſas, while Iam in his fleſh, but har Chriſt 8 | 
og his Kingdom might be great amongſt Few and Gegtiles, 
Ca . andthar che Iſles ( and amovgſtrhem, overcloudedand' 
, by darkned Brittan) might have the glory of a noon-day's 
ry fun? Oh that I had any thing. (I will not excepe my 
and ct in Ehriſt ) co wodfer or layin Pledge ,..to redeem and 
hell bo ſuch glory to.my higheſt and royal Prince, my ſweee 
ken Lord Jeſus ! mypoor litthe heaven. were well beſtowed, -; 
ke a ifit copld ſtand a pawa forever ,. ro fer on high the gloty 3 
ons of my Lord ; Bur I know » he needeth not wages nor” * 
ife, kirc at my, hand: Yea, I know, it my eternal glory 
ball eonld weigh down in weighc,, its, alone , all-the ercrnal- 
and glory ofthe blefled Angels, and of all che ſpirits ofjult 
utss and perteRt men-gloritied and ny 09> Oh alas! 
the how fat am I cngaged 50 forgo it for, and give it over to- 
POR Chriſt; ſo being he might thereby be ſer on high aboxe 
Mm - ten thouſand thouſand millions of heavens , inthe con- 
Ws neſt of many , many nations to his Kipgdom | Olthat- 
CC > ſis Kingdum would cerne ! O that all the world wonld: - 


ſtoop before him! O bleſſed hands that thall pur: che: 
L crown upon Chriſt's head in Scotland ! Bur alas! Lean 
ſcarce get-leave re ware my love on him: Ican find 
w_ no Wayes to-ext my heart upon Chriſt: and mylove,, 
N that I wich my ſoul beſtow on him, is like tg die apon- 
my band, and I think it no berrns-play to be hupgred. 
with Chriſt's fave : Tolove him aud to want him, * wanterh- 
Grtle of hell. 1am fure he knowerh , how my joy-wopuld* 
the ſwell upon me, from a liztle well to a grear ſea. to: 
the have as much of his love , and as wide a ſoul apſwcrible: 


will to comprehend ir, till I cried,. hoid Lord, no mare:: 
red But I find, che will not have me to be mine own: 
hat ſtewards por mine own carver : Chriſt keepeth the keys 
ghr of Chrilt , (to ſpeak {o, ) and of his own love, and he is a' 
ut] wiſer diſtributes , then, 1 can cake vp: 1know, there is: 
land more in him, then would make me tun-over , like a; | 
be- coalt-ful ſea, 1 were happy for evermore,. to get leave 

In to and bur befide Chriſt and his love, and to look 

Il in, ſuppoſe I were interdicted of God co come near »» 
ne > rouch or embgace, kiſs or fet to my ſinful head, 

mn i "ir | aud 


268 Mr. Rate xx *#o0kD's  Epiſt. r15. 
and driuk my (elf drunken with that lovely t God 
ſend me that which | wouldhave; for I now yerily (ce, more 
clearly then before, our folly in drinking dead waters, & 
io playing the whore with our ſoul's love upon ronniog- 
our wells , and broken fheatds of creatures of yeſterday, 
whom Time will z»iaw, - with the penalty of lofing there 
| beiagandnatural ornacteats, O! when ſoul'sloveis 
—_ fo} for "God , and when Chriſt io his 
< s bottomleſs love , beamy and excallency, 
eometh and rubberth up and excireth that love; what can 
be heaven, if this be nor beaven? Ham fare, this bit, feck- 
leſs, narrow and ſhort love of re fingers , was 
bora for no other end, but to breath, and live, and love, & 
dwell ia the boſom , ayd berwirt the breaſts of Chriſt 
Where is there a bed or a Ing for the ſaints love bur 
Chriſt ? Othar he would our ſelves off oor hand, 
for neicher we, nor thecrearuces , can be eirher duecon- 
teſt, or lawful heritage to love ! Chriſt, and pove but 
riſt; is Lord and preprictonr ofit, "Oh alas, how piti, 
ful is.it, char ſo much of our love goeth by him ! O bur 
we be wrerched waſters of our ſoul's love ! I know, it is 
the deepof botromlefs and unſcarchable providence, char 
the fainrs are ſaffered to play the whore from God, and 
thar their love eveths havrlig); when Ged koowerh, ir 
ſhall coſt norhiog of char, at ſupper time. 'The renew- 
cd would have itrocherwiſe ; & whiy isir {o, feririgour 
Lord cat keep us wickout , rortering or reeling, 
or any fall arall! Our defires, Ihope, thait meet with 
perittion; bur God will bave our ſins an office-bos/e for 
God'sprace, and hath made fin a matter of av wilew and 
penalty, for the Sou of God's blood; & howbeit ſn ſhould 
be our ſorrow, yer there is a ſort of acquieſcing & reſtin 
upon God's diſpenfarien required of us, that is ſuc 
a thing in'os as Sin , whereupon mercy , forgirenels, 
kealing , curing, tout fweer Phyfician , may finda 
field ro work apop. O'whar a deep is here , that creared 
wit cannor take up! Howeyer marrers go, iris our hap- 
pincls town new ground daily in Chriſt's love , and 
$6 purchaſe a new picce of it daily, andto add conqueſt 
troconqueſt, till our Lord Jeſus age we be ſo near _ 
9 
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-bur wictheredabd dry bones : Bur fince ye defice me to: 
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Satan ſhalf not draw a ſtraw or a threed berwixc us. 
And for my ſelf,” Lhave no greater joy , in ity welfa- 
him and me together, my love iog., 
room & liberty, ry hen rod foen (wiree 
of there are aot a few here of all ranks) to go viſit the box< * 
dets, and arter coats of my Lord Jefns's countrey - and- | 
ſee, ar Teaſt aft off atid darkly, the which 
{hall be mine inhericance, which is my Lord Jeſus's das, 
borh rhrough birth and conqueſt. F dare avouch ro all 
thar know 80d, that the ſamrs knew not the ſength and! * 
hrgneſs of the freer earneſt , and of the ſweergreen 
ſheaves before the harveſt; that might be bad on thus fide 
of the water, if we wonld take more pains: And rhat we 
all go to heaven wich lefs carneſt , & liphter-purſes of the 
hoped. tor fyromet , then otherwiſe wemighrdo, if we 
took more pains ro win farther in upon Chriſt , in this- 
pilgrimape of our abfence from him. Grace, grace & 


glory be your portion. 
eAberd. Yours in his ſweet Lord 


I637. Jeſus, S.KR. 
JOHN LAWRIE. 
Dear Brother ; 


F At forty, that ye;or ſo many in this ago, ſhould 

ſo aith of me; an empty reed : Verily,l am a 
naughty & poor : Bur ifche rinkling of my Lord Je- 
ſus's irom-chains on legsandarms, could fund the ugh 
praifts of my royal Ting, whoſe prifover 1 am,, O how 
would my joy ran over! 'If my Lord would bring edifi- 
cation to oac ſoul by my bonds, I am farisfied ; bur F 
know not , what Icap do roſuch a princely and beautiful 
welbeloved : Heisfar bebind with me : Lirclerhaaks co 
me, to fay to others, his wind bloweth on me, who am 


write to you, either help me ro fer Chriſt ou high, for his 

— — love,in that the heart of his races breath has 

melced a frozen bearr, cl& 1 chiok-ye do nothing fora | 

priſoagr, pp onags. that it is the honour 6Ff 
| s 


our: 
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our Low-giver 1 (uffer for-vow : 1am not alkamedio 
girc out letters of recommendation of Chriſt'slove, to 
as many as will extol the Lord Jeſus and kis croſs. 1f1 bad 
not ſailed this ſea- way to heaven , but hadtakenthe land 
Way, as many do, 1 ſhould not have known Chriſt's 
fwcernels, in fuch a meaſure : Bur the truth is, let no man 
thank me; for 1 cauſcd not Chriſt's wind to blow upen 
awe: His love came upon a withered cregtpre, whether 3 
would or not ; [ & yet by comingit procured from mea 
welcome ] A heart of iron , & iron doors will got hotd 
Chriſt out: I give him leave ro break wrow-locks & come 
ww, & that isall ; and now 1 know not , whether pain of 
love for wantof pofſefhon , or forrow that 1 dow por 
thank him, paineth me moſt : bur. both work upen me. 
For the Firſt, O that he wonld come, & ſatisfic the lou- 
og ſoul, & fill the bungry ſoul with cheſe good things 7 
know indeed, my guiltneſs may bea bar in his wap;but 
he is God , & ready to forgive: And for the other, woc, 
woe is me,that I cannor find a heart to give back again my 
unworthy littl: leve, for kis great ſea-tull of love to me: 
O rhar be would learn me this piece af gratitude ! O that 
I could have lcave to look in,thorow the bole of the door, 
to ſec his face, and fing his praifes ! or could break up one 
of his chamber windows, to look is o his delighting 
_ ull my Lord ſend more : any little commumon 
with him, one of his love-looks (hould be my begun 
heaven : I know , hc is uotLordly, nenther is the bride- 
groom's love proud , though I be black , & nalovely, & 
rags becky I wou range pra » & wi rat 
race, to my love v im : 1 counſel you, to thi 
Fagh of Chriſt, k office , free grace, more then ye did 
before; for I know, tha Chriſt is nor known amongſt vs. 
Ithink, 1 ſec more of Chriſt, thes ever ] aw ; & yet] fee 
bur litle of what may be ſeen : O that he would draw-by 
the courtains,& that the King, would come out of his gal- 
lerie & palace, thar I might (ee him! Chriſt's love 1s young 
glory & young heaven: It wonld ſofcer hell's pains to 
lled with jt: What would I refuſero ſuffer, if 1 
could bur get a dranghr of love at my hearts defire ? O 
whar price can be givea ſor hum ! Apgels cannot weigh 


LY bw Wah eanhds Fo ra mo. 


[6-4-3 &-E-a+ 


—_ 
= 


Ew oKRKG 


; as {$137 LzrT36Rs , 
| - «47; t, his worth , his ſweetneſs, his orer- * 


"- 


271 


polling brauty” fmen & Anpels would come, & look to | 
thar & Princely one, thcir ebbneſs would never rake 
up hisdepth, their narrowneſs would never comprehend 
has breadth, height & leogrh : IF rev thouſand 
worlds of Angels were created, then might all tire them- 
felves in ering et his beauty, & begin again ro wort» © 
derofnew, O I] could win nigh bim , to kiſshis 
feer, to hear his voice , ro find the ſmell of his oiprmecars ! : 
But Ohalas , I have lictle, little of him; yet 11oug for 
more | Remember my bonds, & help me with your 


rayersz for I would not niffer, or exc my-lad 
rs, withthe joy of my velvet adverſaries, *Grace be 4 
with you. 
"dherd. June 12. Yours in his ſweet Lord 


1637, leſus, S. R. 


mM JAMESEFLEMING. 


Reverend and <yelbeloved in our Lord ; 


'E Race, mercy & peace beto you. I received your let- 
cer, which bath refreſhed me in my bonds. 1can- . } 
not but teſtifie noto you, my dear Brother , what ſweetneſs 
I find in our Maſter's croſs; but alas ! what can I citler do 
or ſuffer for him? If I my alanc had as many lives, as Þ 
there have beeu drops of raia ſince the creation , I would | 
think them to0 lictle for that lovely one, our welbeloved; 
but my pain & my ſorrow is above my ſufferings, |} 
thac I find not ways how to ſ& ont the praiſes |} 
of his love to others: I am aot able, by tengue, | 
pen or ſufferings , to provoke many to fall in lovewith 
im, but he knowerth, whom 1 love to ſerve in the ſpirit, | 
what 1 woylddo, & ſuffer by hig%own rags, ok lo 
beingT might. make my Lord Jeſas lovely & iweetto 
many thouſands iv this land. I think it amongſt God's _'Þ 
wouders, that be will :ake ay praiſe or glory, or avy tes |! 
ſtimody ts bis konourable —_ from ſuch a ferlorh fin- | 
ner as 1am : But when Chriſt worketh, he neederb nor af 
thequeſtiou, by whom be will be glorious : 1 know, ſee-/ i 


ing his glory at the beginning did {hiac our of poot 7 
| M 97 * thing 1 


| 
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- 
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; ſo many glorious creatures, to proclaim his geodocſs , 
Td wile, ifI were burnt to ashes, ont of che 
finoke and powder of my diſſolved body , he could raiſe 
cy to himſelf: His glory ir bis evd, Oh chart Tcould 

| n with him, to make it wy end ! 1 wonld rhiak chat 
fellowſhip with-him ſweer and glerious. But alas, few 

; know the gailtineſs chat is on my part; iris a wonder , 
that this cauſe hath not been marred and (pilt,in my 
foul hands : ButI rejoyce in4his, that my ſweerLord 
Jeſus found ſomer ado, cveti « ready market 
for his race, and incomparable and matchleſs mer- 
cy , in my wants: Only my loathſom wrercheduels , 
and my wants have qualified me for Chriſt , and the 
riches of tis glorious grace 3 he bebooved to rake me for 
nothing, ot elſe to want me : Few know the unſeedt and 
rivate reckonings berwirt Chriſt & me; yer hislove, his 
boundleſs love, would not bide away, nor ftay ar home 
with him{clf; & yer 1 dow nor make ir welcome, as 1 
. ought,vwhen ts come unſent-for &without hire, How joi- 
; fol is my heart, that ye write,yeare deficous to joyn with 
me in praiſing; for it is charity to help a Dy rour ro pay his 

* debrs; but when all have helped me , wy name thall 
- Rtandin his connt book under ten thouſand thouſands of 


vanes will but ſpeak of my debts , co (ach a fweercredi- 
tour. I defire, he may lay me in his own ballance aud 
be; nga , if I would not fain have a feaſt of his bound- 
leſs love made ro my own foul , and co many others. One 
thigt I know , we ſhall wocall be able rocome near his 
excellency with cye , heart or ctopgue; for ht is aboveall 
created thoughts ; , Al! nations before him are as nothing , 
& lefs then nothing, He ſitteth in the circuit of bdaven , and 
the inhehitants of the carth are as grasbopper s before him ! 
O that men would praiſe him ! Ye complaia of your 
ivace caſe: Alas, Iam northeman , whocan ſpeak to 

ag One as ye are: Any ſweet prefence, 1hbave had 
4Inthisrown, 1s (1 know) forthis cauſe , tharl mighe 
| gore make ic known to orhers ; bot I gever find 
- Wy (ſelf acarer Chuiſt , I FRO Ons, ns 


% 
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ſams _ ed: Butir caſeth my hearr, that his dear (er- * 
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- [422 ight atid ſenſe of deadneſs end preceiet- 
neſs !1 chink the ſenſe of 6ur wants, when withall we 
have a reſtleſneſs , #nda fort of ſpiticual impatietce un- 
derthem , atid ca!1 make 4 din, becauſe we want bim ,. 
bim whom our (6ul lovecth, is that which makethan 
open doerto Chriſt: and whey we think , we ate 
backward becanſe we feel is, we are going for- 
ward: For the more feaſt the wore life , and no ſenſe 
arguech no lite,Thete is no ſweeter fellowſhip withCheiſt 
than to OLI wounds and our ſores to nm. But for 
my (elf, Iain aſhathed of Chriſt's goodneſs avd love, 
fince the time of my bonds z for he hath been pleaſed, ro 
open up new treaſures of love and felt {weerneſs, and 

ve vittations of love , atrd acceſs ro him(Ulf, in this _ 
Breoge land. 1 wonldthink a fill of his love, and 

tf heaven: and wheds he ts pleaſed ro come , and the 

tide is it) , andthe fea full, and EE —__ 
ſoner togerher ic the houſe of wine, the black tree of 
the croſs18 notſo heavic as a feather. 1 canwot , 1 dow 
net, bor give Chriſt ay donaarable and glorious teftimo» 
py ; Ifee, the Lord care ride through his enemies bands, 
and ttiamph in the fufterings of his oWn ; and rhat this 
blmd world fceth not , that Suffering is Chriſt's armour 
wherein he is vidtotious {and they that conrernd with 
Zion, [ce not what he is doing, when they are ſet ro work, 
as nnder- ſmiths and ſervants, ro the work of refining of 
the ſaints, { Satan's hand alſo by chem is at the meltin 
of our Lord's vellels of mercy ©) and their office 's 
God's honſe, isto ſcour and cleanſe veſſels for the King's 
rable. I marvel aoc to ſee them triumph, andfit at caſe 
in Zion ; our farhcr muſt lay up his cods , and keep them 
carefully, for lis own uſc: our Lord cannot want fire 
is-his bouſe , his furnace is in Zion, and his fire un Jeruſe- 
1-40 np nga the adverſaties the counſel and the 
thoughts of che Lord. And ror you tpn of 
miniſtry 1 now think all 1 did'too little; at bog 
freedom, watchfalneſs, fidelity , ſhall felt upon you, 
in exceeding ferge comforts , in your ſufferings : The 
feeding of Chrifi 


$ lambs'in private vifiezioas , and. 


catechiſing), in peinful preachivg , and fair , woes 
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free warhing of the fleck , is a ſuffcrer's . Occ 
thouſaud nmes bleſſed are they , who arc honoured of 
Chrilt to be tairh fa] & painful,in wooing aBride toChrilt! 
Ady dear Brother , 1 know, ye think more on this, then [ 
can write, & COOEIIER your purpoſe is, in the Lord's 
ſtreagrh , ts wrenged Maſter , 
our , and call your df | 
now denying him , as 
himſelf & ther. Iam a loſt mas forever , or this, this is 
the way toSalration , even this way , that they call He- 
reſie, that men now do mock and ſcoft at. 1 am com 
firmed-now , that Chriſt will accept of his ſervangs 
ſufferings » as good ſervice to him , at the day of his 
appearance > and that ere it be long he will be upon 
os all, and mev in all their black sand white's ſhall be 
brought our before God, Angels and men, Our Maſter 
is not faroff: Oh if wecould wait on, and be faithful ! 
The good will of him who dwe[tin the buſh, thetender 
favour and love, the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be 
with you., Help me with your prayers, anddefiro from 
me, other brethren co take courage foc their Maſter. 
eAberd, Aug.15 Yaars in bis ſweet Lord 
16437. Jeſus, $. KR. 


7 Mr. JOHN MELN-E. 
Worthy and Dear Brother ; 


GG Race, mercy atid/ peace be te you: Ihave been roo 
loag in anſwering your letter, but ocher buſincſs 
took me up.. 1 am here waiting , i6 che fair wind will 
turn vpon Chriſt's ſails, iv 9 wp and if deliverance 
be breaking out ro this overclouded and beaighted Kirk, 
Oh that wecould conend by prayers and ſupplicatiens 
with our Lord for thateffeR !1 know , he hath not given 
out bs laſt deem againſt this land. 1 have liccle of Chriſt 
in this priſon, but groaningy, and longings , and defires: 
All my ſtock of Chriſt ix ſome hunger - im (nee [ 
cannor fay,buc lam rich inthat]my faith, hope,& holy 
practice of new obedience arc ſcarce worth the. ſpcak- 
ing of ; But air dent bento rant” 
| <<; 
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. clipped, and naughty, and feckleſs, as I am. 1 fee 
Chriſt will not prig with me, nor ſtand upon ſtepping ſtones, 
bur comes in at the broad ſide, without ceremonies, or 
making ic aice,to make a poot ranſomed one his own. O 
that I could teed upon his breathing, & kiſſing, & em- 
bracing, & the hopes of my meeting and his, when 
love-lecrers ſhall not go berwixt us, but he {hall be me(+ 
ſenger bimfelf: Bur there is required patience on ur part, 
nll the ſammer-fruir in heaven” be ripe for us ; it 18 
in the bud, buc there be many things to do , befere 
our harveſt come: Aud we take 11] with it, and 
can hardly endure to (et our paper-facerooncot Chriſt's 
Rorms, and to go to heaven with wer teer, & pain, '& ſor- 
rew:We love to carry heaven to heaven with gs,& would 
have two ſummers in one year, and no leſs then two 
heavens; bur this will nor be for us: one , and ſach an 
- ene ,* way ſuffice vs well enough : The man Chriſt gec 
;bar one ouly , and ſhall we have ewo? Remember my 
love in Chriſt ro your Father , and help me with your 
prayers. If yegould be a deep Divine, 1 recommend 
te you SandGification : Fear him , and he ſhall reveal lus 
to you. Grace be with you. 
eAberd. Jan. 5. Yours in bis ſweet Lord 
1637. . Jeſus, S.R. 


T CARDONNESS Elle. 


Race, mercy. and peace beto you : Thare longed 

to hear from you, and ro know the eſtare of your 

foul , and the eſtate of that people with you: I beleech 
you , Sir, by the ſalvation of your precious ſoul and the 
mercies of God, make good and fate work of your falva- 
ton , andtry upon what | Uh 09 ye have builded. 
VVerthy and dear Sir , if ye be upon ſinking ſand, a ſtorm 
. - of death; and a blaſt will looſe Chriſt and you, and waſh 
you cloſe off the rock:Ofor theLord's ſake, look narrowly 
to the work: Read over your life, with the light of God's 
MH, moan 4 vation is not caſten down at every , 
man's door: It is geodto look ro your cempals , and _w_ 
KI ye 
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have need of, cre ye take ſhipping ; for no wind can 
blow you back again. Remember when the race is ended 
and the play cicher won or loſt, and ye ate in the ur 
circle and border of time , and ſhall pur your foot within 
the march of etcraity , and all your good things of this 
ſhore mT —I—_—_ {hallſeem to you like the albes of a 
blaze of thoras or ſtraw, and your poor ſoul ſhall be 
crying , lodging , lodging for God's ſake : Then ſhall your 
ſoul be more glad ar one of your Lord's lovely & homely 
ſmiles, then if ye bad the charrers of rhree worlds for all 
eternity. Ler pleaſures and gain, will and defires of this 
world, be put over in God's hands, as arreſted and fen- 
con. ne that ye cannor itromet with : Now when ye 
are drinking the ground of your cup, audye are _= 
the wrnioſt ends of thela bok of time ; and old age; li 
dcath's long ſhadowyis calting a covering upon your days, 
ir i890 cime tocburr chis vain life; and to ſer leve 6 heart 
upon ic; Ir is rear afrer-ſupper , ſcek reſt and eaſe for 
your foal! , in God rhrough Chirſt. Believer ,-1 find 
« hard wreſtling cw play fair with Chriſt , andto keep 
good quartcys with hum , and keep loveto him iw-ince- 
grny'and life, & to keep a conſtant courſe of found and 
olid dayly commangion with Chriſt : temprations arc 
dayly breaking che threed of that courſe; and it is not 
cake ro caſt | Fnce again , and many knots make eyil 
work, O how fair have many ſhips been plying before the 
wind, that, in an hour's ſpace, have beca [lying in the ſea- 


' borrom! How many profeſieurs caſt a golden luſtre, as 


if they were pure gold , and yet are, under thar ſkin aud 
cover z bat baſe agd reprobare mertal ! And how many 
breath ig cheir race many miles , and yet come thort 
of the prize and the garland | Dear Sir , my foul would 
mourn in ſecret for you ; if 1 knew yourcaſe with God 
to be bur falſe work; Love to have you anchored upen 
Chriſt, tmakerh-me fear your tontering and flips: Falſe 
under -<parer not feen, in the ground of an A 
conſcience, is dangerous ; ſo is often falling and imine 
againſt light : Know this, chartheſe whoveverhad fi 
nor days in conſcience for fis , cannot have bur 
a peace with God , as will wdercot , and break the 
fleth again , and cad ina fad warat death. © how fear- 
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arethouſands beguil'd with falſe hide-grown overold 


_ tally 
Fios, asif the ſonl were cured and healed | Dear Sir, I 


ſaw ever nature mighty, lofry, heady and ftrong, in you; 


- and it was moxe for you, te be morn fied anddead tothe 


world, theo another cemmon man; Ye will take a low 
ebb , andadeepcut, anda long lagce, togoto the bot- 
tom of your wounds, in ſaving hamiliacion, to make 
you. a worprey for Chriſt : Be hambled,, ' walk ſoftly , 


down, down for God's (ake , my dear and worthy Brother, 


with your copfail : Stoop, Stoop ; it is a low entry ro go 
inat heaven's gates: There is infinice juſtice wcbe parry 
ye hareto do with; it is his nature gor ro acquit the guilty 
& the finner: The Law of God will not want onefarrhi 


-of the aver : God forgets nor borh the Cautioucrand the 


figner ; and every man muſt pay , cither in his own per- 
ſou [ O Lord ſave you from that payment } or in hiscau- 
tioncr , Chriſt, Iris riolenec to corrupt nature, fora 
=" "137 95 wy ————_—— Chr jv. Io 

» pleaſure, werldly » earch] p anit- 
ching of heare after this vb yr en 2- rn 
andto be content that Chriſt crample apo all. Come in, 
come in to Chriſt, and ſee what ye want, and finditin 
him : He is the sþort cut [ ab we uſe to ſay Jan the nea- 
reſt way to an eurgare of all your burdens. I dare avouch, 
ye ſhall be dearly welcome to him ; my ſoul would: be 

gm of the joy ye {hould have ip him, I 

, A e » hay as man 

pourra: tggn Gray es es gp 
ſeas , and fountains and rivers of the earth , canneffipaiac 
him our co you : Lthink his ſweernefs, fince 1 was a pri- 
fone , bath ſwelled upon me to the greatneſs of two 
heavens : O for a Gol owidean the ourmoſt circle of 
the higheſt heaven that containeth all,to contain his loye! 


And yet Icould hold lictle of ir. O world's wonder! © 


if my ſoul might bur he within the (mel! of his love , ſup- 
ole I could get no more but the ſmell ofic! O but it is 
to chat day-, when I ſhall have a free world of 
Chriſt's love / © what a fight to þe up in heaven, in thax 
fairorchard of the new Paradiſe; and to fee, and fmcll, 
and couch , and kiſs that fair peld-flower , that ercr-green 
wree 
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tree of life! His bare ſhadow were enovgh for me ; a 
ſight of bim would be the carngſt ofheaven to me. Fy, fy 
upon vs, thar we have love, liciog ruſting beſide us , or , 
which is worſe, waſted away upon loathſom obje&s, & 
Chriſt ſhould lic his alave. Woe,woe 1s me, that Sin harh 
made ſo many mad mev, ſeeking the toel's Paradiſe, fire 
under ice, & ſome good and defirablerhing, withour and 
apart from Chriſt. Chriſt, Chriſt, nochivg'bur Chriſt, 
can cool our love's burning langaor:: O thirſty love , wilt 
thou {et Chriſt, the well of life , to thy head, C7 drink thy fill ; 
drink © ſpare not, drink love, © be drunken with Chriſt. Nay 
alas , the diſtance berwixt us and Chriſt 15 death: Oif we 
were claſped in other's arms!\We (ſhould never rwin again, 
Except heaven twinn'd and ſunder'd us; & that cannot de. I 
defire your children to ſeek this Lord : Defire them from 
me to be requeſted, for Chriſt's ſake, tobe bleſſed & hap- 
PJ, and come & take Chriſt & atlrhings with him : Let 
them beware of glaſſy & ſlippery yourh,of fooliſh young 
motiens, ef workdly luſts, 43 deceivable gain, of wicked 
. company,of curſing, lying, blaſpheming and fooliſhralk- 
ing:Ler them be filled with the ſpirit, acquaint themſelves 
with daily praying , & with the ſtore-houſe of wiſdom 
_ and comfort,the good wordof God, Helpthe ſoulsof the 
poor people : Orhas my Lord would bripg me again a- 
—_—— » thar I might tel{ uncouth & great tales of 
iſt corhem!Receive not a ſtravger ro preacb any other 
dodrine to-them, Pray for mehis priſonerot hope. I pray 
for you without ceafiing:I write my bleſhogicarneſt pray- 
ers hc love of God, and the (weer pretence of Chriſt 
t0-Y0u,& yours & them, Grace,grace,grace be with you, 


eAberd. 1637 Your lawful and loving 
tor, $. R. 


Sat, 
To the Eerl of LOTHIAN. 


' Right bonourable CI ney very <worthy and Noble Lord; 
Ur of the honorable & report , that [ hear 
| of your Lo: will & kindoeſs, in takingro 
heare the 


cauſe of Chriſt , & his affli 
Chur 
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arch, & wronged trach , | inthis land, I make bold to. 

: peak a word.in papet ro your Lo: at this diſtance, which 
1tcuſt your Lo; will take ww = part. It is yourLoz ho- 
nour & ccedir, ro y_ your hand (as ye do, all honour 
th | toGod ) wo the falliug & roctering tabernacle of Chriſt , 
Ire inthis your mother-Church, & to own Chrilt's wrongs , 
ad ' as your own wrongs. O bleſled hand , which ſhall wipe 
ſt, & dry the watery eyes of our weeping Lord Jeſus, now 
alt mourning in ſackcloth in his members , in his 
Wn e, inhis truth, & in the prerogative toyal of his 

ay | Kiogly power! He needeth nor ſervice and help from 
we || men; but icpleaferh his wiſdom to makethe wants & 
n, loſſes, ſores aud wounds of his ſpouſe , 4 ficld & an 
I office-houſc, for the real of his ſervants, to exerciſe them- 
Mm ſelyes in: Theretore , my noble anddear Lord, go ons 
p- | -goon in the ſireogrth of the Lord, agaiiſt all oppoli- 
Let || tion, to fide with wronged Chriſt ; The defending & 
we || - warding of ſtrokes off Chirſt , his Bride, che King's 
ied daughter , is like a piece ofthe reſt of the way to heaven, 
lh. knorcy , rough, ſtormy & full otthorns: Many would 
ves follow Chriſt , bur with a reſervation, that by open pro- 
'"m clamation Chriſt would cry down croſſes, & cry up fair 
he weather, & a ſummer-ſkie & ſun, till we were all 
bite fairly landed at heaven. 1 know-your Lo: hath oor fo 
of || learned Chriſt , burchat ye intend to fetch heaven, ſup- 
er | poſe your father were ſtanding in your way ; & to take it 
ay I withthe wind on your face; for ſo both ſtorm & wind 
zy- BY wason che fair face of your lovely fore-runner Chriſt, all 
iſt © his way, It is poflible , the ſucceſs anſwer not your de- 
1 fire, ip this worthy cauſe; what then > Duties are ours, 
bur events are the Lord's: aud I hope, if your Lo: & 

others with you ſhall go on, to dive ro the loweſt 
gronnd & botrom of the knavery & perfidious treachery 

*E to Chriſt, . of che curſed & wretched Prelats, the Ants- 
Nay oh firſt-born, 8 rhe firſt Fruit of bis foul womb, 

& deal with our Soveraign. , (_ Law going on be- 
fore you ) 4 the afoaatle & impartial hearing gf, 
ear || Chriſt's bill) of, complaines , & {er your cine Gal 


ly to ſeek che Lord & his face , your rightcoulucis thy 
break chrgugh the clouds, that prejudice hath d 


cbs over 
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everit: and ye ſhall in the h ofthe » brivg 
our bainiſhed aud departing Lord Jefas bome again to his 

, Neither muſt your Lo! adviſe with ficth and 
blood in 'this, but wink, and in the dark reach your 
handeo Chriſt , and follow him, Ler not meus fainting 
diſcou you : neicher be afraid of mens cemy wildom, 
who in this ſtorm take the neareſt ſhore , aud po tothe 
lee and calm fide of the Goſpel, and hide Chri % ever 
they had him) in their cabinets; as if chey wete aſhamed 
ofhim , or as if Chriſt were ſtoln werer, and would bluſh 
before the ſun. My very dear & noble Lord, ye have re- 
joyced rhe hearrs of many , that ye have made choice of 
Chriſt and his Goſpel , whereas ſuch great remprations 
do ſtand in your way : Bur I tove your profeſſion the ber- 
ter , that it cadureth winds : 1f we knew our ſelves well, 
to want temprartions 1s the greateſt temprarion of all: 
Neither is farther nor morher , nor court, tor honour , 
in this gyerluſtred world, with all ics paiotry and fair- 
ding , any thing elſe , when they arelaid iv the ballance 
with Chriſt, bur feathers , ſhadows,  night-dreams and 
ſtraws: O ifthis world knew the exceHlency, ſweetneſs 
and beauty of thar high and lofty one , char faireſt among 
the ſonsof men ! verily they, [oats ſce, if their love 
were bigger then tex heavens, all in circles withonr 
other , it were all roo lintle for Chriſt onr Lord, I 
hope your choice ſhall not repenr you , when life ſhall 
come toſthat rwilight berwixr Time Eorkny. ( ye ſhall 
{ce rhe utmoſt border of Time, & ſhall draw the curtain , 
& look in co Etergity, and ſhall owe day fee God rake the 
heavens in his hands, and fold them together,like an old 
0 1 4 ny Ind a rfeando ry oc. of the creariou 
of God, and conſume away in ſmoke and aſhes the ido!- 
hope of poor fools , who think there is not a betrer coup- 
trey than this ſow countrey of dying clay. Children can- 
not make compariſon aright berwixt this life and that to 
come; and therefore the babes of this world, ' who ſce 
noberter,, mould iv their own brain a heavev of their 
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LET TEHARA YL, 


| ow: 141. 2:42 
I find, it is the way that the Lord hath ſealed with his 


comforts , now in my bonds for Chriſt : and 1 vexily 
elteem , and find chains and ferrars for that lovely one 
Chriſt, to be watered over with ſweet confolations ,and 
the love-ſmiles of that lovely Bridegroom, for whoſeco- 
ming we wait: & when he comerh , then (hall the black's 
and white's of all men come before the ſun, then ſhall 
the Lerd put a final decifion upon the pleas that Zion 
hath with her adrerſarics : And as faſt as Time poſterh 
away , (which ncither firrech , nor » notflee- 
perh ) as faſt is our handbreadth ofthis ſhore wincer- 


nighc flying away , and the {kie of our day drawi 
bo , i 


near its break) Except your Lo: bep 

for me , aga = Prelats , Ia ou 
gotten in this priſi did thape my doom, ac- 
cording cotheir newlawicels Cannons, whichis , that a 


rived miniſter ſhall be ucrerly filenced, and nor preach 
gr” z which is a cruelty , contrary to their own for- 
mer practices. Now the onely wiſe God , the very God 
of peace, confirm, ſtrengthen andeftablith your Lo: upoa 
the ſtone laid in Ziow, avd be with you forever. 
cAberd. 1637. Your Lo: atallreſpeSive obediexce in 
bis ſwees Lord eſus,” S. R. 


7. JEAN BROWN. 
MISTRESS; 


Conn mercy and peace betayou: Tlong to hear 
A_J how your foul propſpereth: learncltly debre your 
on-going toward your countrey : 1 know , ye. (ec your 
day melcerh away by little little, aud t my ras 
time ye will be put __—_ Time's bounds ; for life is « 
poſt thar II __ 508 ——_ are born 
weeping, rathert A s an weeping: 
Sin Sin, this body ates. umbitrereth 
and pol all ouc cnjoyments. O that 1 were where 


4 fin no'more ! O to be freed of theſe chains and 
iron ferters , that we carry abour with us | Lord looſe the 
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r0 ſay, that hoy haverhcir fill of chis vain life, andlike 
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a full & ſick ſtomach, co wiſh at mid-ſupper , that the ſup- 
per were ended, & rhe table drawn, that the fick man 
_— bed & cojey reſt 2 We have cauſeto tirear 

d-ſupper of the beſt meſſes, that this world can dreſs up 
for us, and tocry toGod , that he would remeve the 
table, and put the fin-tick ſouls ro reſt wich himſelf, O 
for a long play-day with Chriſt, and our long, laſting ve- 
cance of reſt!Glad may their ſouls be thar are ſafe over the 
frtb , Chriſt haviog paycdthe fraught: Happy are they, 
who have paſt rheir hard and wearilom time of apprent- 
ſhip , audare now free- mea and citizens, in that joyful 
high city , the new lernſalem. Alas ! that we ſhould be 
glad of, aud rejoycein our ferrers, and our priſon-bouſe, 
and this dear Inzes, a life» of figy, where weare abſcat 
from our Lord, and fo far home. Orhar we 
could ger bonds aud law-ſuretiship 6t our love, that it fa- 
ſten not it ſelfoa theſe clay dreams, theſe clay-{badows 
and worldly vanities { We might be ofcaer ſeeing whac 
they are doing in heaven , our heart more frequeat- 
Iy upon our iweet treaſure above: We ſmell of the 
ſnoke of this lower houſe of the earth , becauſe our bearr 
2nd our thoughts arc here: 1f we could -baunt up with 
God, we ſhould (mell of heaven and of our countrey 
above, and we ſhould look like our country , and like 
ſtrangers or people not born or brought up here away : 
Ourcrofſes would not bire upon us, it we were heaven- 
ly minded. I know no obligation the faiars have to this 
world', ſecing we fare bur upon the ſmoke of it : andit 
there be any thok: in the houſe , ic bloweth upon onr 
eyes : all our parr of the table is ſcarce worth adrink of 
water , and when we areſtriken we dare not weep , buc 
ſteal our grief away berwizronr Lordand us, and con- 
tent our ſ{clves with ſtollen ſorrow behind backs. God 
bethanked , we have many chings that ſo ſtroke us a+ 
gainſt the hair , as we may pray, God keep our better home, 
God bleſs our Father's houſe, not this ſmoke ,that bloweth 


us to ſeek our beſt lodging. 1am ſure,rhis 1s the beſt fruit of 
the croſs, when we , from the bard fare of the dear 1n- 
nes, cry the more , thartGod would fend a fair wind, to 
lon uo, banged 


red G' oppreſſed ſtrangers, as the door forts 
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5 bouſe, which now is made in Chriſt oor kindly be, 
ritage. O then let us pull up the ſtakes aud ſoups ofour® 
rent, & take our tent on our back, & gowith our flitting 
to our beſt home, for here we have no contruing city? Iam 
waiting in hope here, to ſeewhar my Lord will do with 
me: Ler him make of me what he pleaſes; providing he 
make glory to himſclf out of me, Icarc tor; lhope, 
yea 1 am now ſure, that Jam for Chriſt, and all chat Il can 
or may make is for him: 1am his everlaſting debrer or dy- 
your , and till ſhall de; for alas 1 have noching for him, 
& he gerteth lirtle ſervice of me ! Pray for me, thar our 
Lord would be pleaſed to give me houſe-room, thar [ 
may ſerve him in the calling he hath called me unto.Grace 
be wich you. 

eAberd. 1637- Yours in his ſweet Loyd 
Jeſus, S. R. 


To ROBERT STUART. 


My hery Dear Brother ; 
Race, mercy & peace be ro you: Ye are heartily 
welcome ro my world of ſuffering,& heartily wel- 
come to my Maſter's houſe ; God. give you muchjoy of 
our new Maſter: 1f Lhave been in the houſe before you, 
were not faichful to give the houſc an ill name , orto 
ſpeak ovil of the Lord of the family : Irather wiſh God's 
Holy Spirit{ © Lord breath upon me with that Spirit ) to 
tell you che faſhions of the houſe. One thing 1 can fay, 
by onwaiting ye will grow a great man with the 
Lord of the houſe: Hang on , ull ye ger ſome good 
from Chriſt : Lay all your loads & your weights b 
faith '\upon Chriſt : Eaſe your ſelf, & lethim bear all: 
he can, hedow , he will bear you, howbcit hell were 
upon your back, Irejoyce thar he is come, & hath choſen 
you inthe furnace, ir was even there where ye & he ſet 
eryſt : chat isanld gate of Chriſt's, he keepeth che good 
old ſathion with' you, that wasin Hoſes's days , Hop. 2. 
14. Therefore bebold 1 will allure her , & bring her to the 
wilderneſs , & ſpeak to her heart: There was no 
to ker heart, while he & $0.99 in che fair & founiſh. 
ol 4 
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jng city , & ar caſe; bur outiathe cold, hupgey, wWalte 
Geikterack » heallurerh her , he whiſpered in acwsYnto 
her car there, & ſaid , Thou artmine. What would ye 
think offuch a bed? Ye may ſo0n do worſe then ſay, Lore, 
bold. all; Lord Ieſus, a bargain be it, it shall notgo back on 
my ſide. Ye have gotten a great advantage in the way to 
hcaven ,. that ye haveſtarted roche gare inthe morning: 
Like a fool as was, I ſuffered my ſun to bEhigh 10 
the heaven, & near afternoon , before ever I rook the 
gate-by theend: Ipray you now , keep the advantage 
e have : My heart, be not lazie, fer quickly up the 
ins on hands & teet, as if the laſt pickle of ſand were run- 
ning out of your glaſs , & death were coming to turn the 
laſs: & be yery caretul to take heed ts your feet, in 
at ſlippery & dangerous way of youth , that ye arc wal- 
king in: The devil & cemprations now have the advan- 
tage of che brac po & are upon yont wand-hand & 
your working hand : Dry tigber will ſooq cake fire: Be 
coverous& greedy of the grace of God , & beware that it 
be not holigeſs that comerh only from the croſs, for ro» 
many are that way diſpoſed, P/al. 78: 34. Hen be ſlew 
them then they ſought him, © theyreturned &@ enquired car- 
ly after God, v.'46. Nevertheleſs they did flatter bim with 
their mouth, O& they lyed unto him with their tongues. It 
15 a part of @ur Was 11 to give God fair white words, 
when he hath us in his grips ( if I may ſpeak fo ) and 
to flatter him , till we win to the fair fields again. 
Try well green godlinels, and examin, - what it is 
ye love in Chriſt : 1t ye love but Chriſt's ſun fide, and 
would have only Jummer- weather anda landgare, not a 
ſea way to heaven, your profeſſion will play you a ip, 
and the winter well will go dry againinfummer: Make 
no ſports nor barins play of Chriſt: Barlabour for a ſourd 
and lively fight of fia , that ye may judge your felt an 
undune man, a damued fiave of hell and fin, one dy- 
ing in your own blood, cxcept Chriſt come and ruc 
upon you, and take you up ; avdtherefore make ſure 
and fait work of converſion : Caſt the earch deep; and 
 dowll, down with the old work, the building af contu- 
Gon, that was there before; aud ler Chriſt lay new work, 
an 
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and make anew creation within you : look if Chriſt's 
raid goeth down ro the root of your withered plants, & 
if his love wound your beart, while it bleed ſorrow 
for fin, and if ye can pant and fall aſwoon, and be like 
to dic for that lovely one, Jeſus: 1 know, Chriſt will not 
be hid where he is, grace will ever ſpeak for it (elf, & 
be fruitful in weldoing : The ſanQified croſs is a fruitful 
tree; it bringeth forth many apples, IfI ſhould tell yon 
by ſome weak experience, what I have found in 
Chriſt , ye orothers could hardly beheve me :1 thonghe 
not the hundred part of Chriſt long fince , that I do now, 
though alas !« my thoughts are ſtill infinitely below his 
worth, I have a dwinng , ſickly and pained life, for a 
real pollcflion of him , and am troubled with lovebraſhes 
and love-fevers , but it is a ſweet pain: L would refuſe 
no- conditions ,” not hell excepted, { reſerving always 
God's hatred } cobuy poſſeſſion of Jeſus ; buralas! lam 
not a merchant , who have any money to give for him ; 
I'muſt eirher come to a good cheap market, where wares 
arc had for nothing, elſe I'pgo home empry : Bur Ihave 
caſten this work uponChriſt,to ger mehimſelt:I hare his 
faith & truth, & promiſe [as a pawn of his] all cngaged, 
that I ſhall obtain char, which my hupgry defires would 
be ar, & Iecſteem that the choice of my happineſs : And 
for Chriſt's croſs, eſpecially the garland & the flower of 
all croſſes, ro ſuffer for his name, 1 eſteem ir more, then I 
can wrire or ſpeak to you: Aud I write it under mine own 
hand to you, itis one of the ſteps of rhe ladder up roour 
countrey, & Chriſt [who ever be one] is ſtill at the heavy 
end of this black rree, & ſoit is but asa feather ro me : I 
need not run at leiſure, becauſe of a burthen on my back; 
my back never bare the like of it, the more heavily croſſed 
for Chriſt the ſoul is, ir is ſtill che lighter for che journey. 
Now would to God, all cold-bleoded, faint- hearted foul- 
diers of Chriſt, would look again ro Jeſus, & to his 
love; & when they look, 1 would have them to look again 
& again , andfill themſelves with beholding of Chriſt's 
beauty: &1 dare fay then, that Chriſt ſhould come 
ingreatcourr & requeſt with many : The virgins 
flock faſt abour the A they would ——_— 
2 
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rake hold ofhim , and goriet him go. Bur when Ihave 
ou him cill my head rive , I have faid juſt no- 
thing , F may begin again: A God-head ; x God-head 
isa world's wonder: Ser renthouſand thouſand new made 
woflds of angels and cle& men, and double them in 
number,ten thouſand, thouſand,thouſand times,et their 
heart and rongues be ten thouſand thouſaud times more 
agile and » then the hearr & tongues of the Sera- 
phims,that ſtand with fix —_ before himy1/a. 6. 2.when 
they have ſaid all for the glorifying & 'praifing of the 
Lord Jeſus, they kave but ſpoken hittleor noting : his 
love will bide all poſſible creaturesto praiſe, Oh if I could 
wear this tongueto the ſtiunp , in excolling his highneſs! 
but itis my darly growing {orrow , that 1 am confoun- 
ded with his incomparable love, & he doth fo great 
things for my ſoul , & he got never yerany thing ot me 
wack the ſeakin of. Str, _ you , help me ro 
praiſe him : Iris a ſhame to ſpeak ef what he hath done 
for mz, & what do to him again, Iam ſure, Chriſt 
hath many drowned Dyvours in heaven beſide him; and 
when we are conveened ,- man & angel, at the great 
day , inthat fair laſt meccing,, we areail but his drown- 
ed Dyvours : It is hard to ſay , whooweth him moſt ; 
If men could do no more, I would have them to won- 
der: If we cannot be filled wich Chriſt's love, we may 
be filled with wondering. Sir, I wouldI could perſwade 
you, to grow fick for Chriſt, and to long after him, & bc 
pained with love for himſelf; bur his tongue is in hea- 
ven, whocandoit! To him and his rich grace I recom- 
mend you.1 pray you, pray for me, & forget not to praiſe. 


eAberd. June 17. Yours -in bis ſweet Lord 
1637. © leſus, S. R. 
To the Lady 
CA1 T7970 i 
MISTRESS; 


Race, mercy & peace beto you: Tong to know 
how matters ſtand betwixt Chriſt and your ſoul : 

I know ye find him ſtill che longer the better ; crime 
| a can- 


Ce 
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Cannot him in his love: ye may your feltebband 
flow , riſe & fall, -wax & wane, bur your Lord isthis 
day as he was yeſterday ; & it 1s your comfort, thatyour 
ſalvation. is not rolled upon wheels of yapr own ma- 
king , neither have ye ro do with a Chnſt of your 
own ſhaping : God bath _— out a Mediator , 
ſtrong & mighty , if ye & your burdens were as heavy as 
ten halls or hells, he is able to bear you , & ſave you 
co the utrermoſt : Your often ſeeking ro him cannot 
make you a burden to him. I know, Chriſt compaſſiona- 
teth you, & maketha moan for you, in all your dumpy, 
& under your down- caſtivgs ; burit is good for yowthar 
he hides himſelf fomerimes; ir is not niceneſs,drienels,nor 
coldnelſs of love, that cauſerh Chriſt withdraw , & ſtip-in 
under a curtain & a vail ,- that ye cangor ſee him ; but he 
knoweth, ye could no: bear with up-ſailes , a fair gaile » 
afull moon' & a high ſpriog-tide of bis felt love, & al- 
waycs a fait ſummer-day & a ſammer-ſua of a felc & 
(ſefled & embracing Lordjeſus:His kiſſes & his viſits ro 

is deareſt onesare thin ſown : He could nor let our his 
rivers of love upon his own, but theſe rivers would be ia 
hazard to looſe a young plant arthe root; & he knoweth 
this of you; Yeſbould therefore frift Chriſt's kindneſs, as 
to its ſenſible and full manifeſtations , till ye and be 
be above ſun and moon; that is the countrey where ye 
will be enlarged for that love , which ye dow wor now 
contain.Calt the burden of your (weer babes upon Chriſt, 
andlighren your heart by laying yoar cM! upon hun , he 
will be their God, I Regs to {ce you up the mouncain 
ct, and glad in the ſalvation of : Frame your 
[f for Chriſt , and gloom nor u his crols, I find 
him fo ſweet , that my love, fovole I would charge 
it to temove from Chriſt , would not obey me : 
His Joye hath ſtronger fingers then to ler go 1s grips 
of us, bairns, who cannot go but by fac 2 hold as 
Chriſt, It is good thac we want legs of our own) figce 
we may borrow from Chriſt : & ir is our happineſs 
thar Chriſt is: under an a4 of cautionry for heaven, & 
that Chriſt is booked in heaven , as the principal deb- 
ter, for ſuch poor bodics as we are. I requeſt you 1 give 
N. 3 the: 
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the Leird your hnsband thanks for hiscareof me , thar 
he hath appeared in publick for a priſoner of Chriſt: I 
pray & write mercy & peace and bleſſings to him and his. 


Grace, gracghe wich you forever. 
cAberd. Yours in his ſeweet Lord 


1637. Jeſus, $.R. 
To Mr. JOHN FERGUSHILL. 
R everend and dear Brother ; 


Race,mercy & e bero you: My lengings and 
(5 delires A Gpgrof zhe new builded aoaF 
Chriſt again Scotland , that tabernacle that cane down 
from heaven , hath now _ ſome life again, when 1 
fee Chriſt making a mint to ſow vengeance among hiscne- 
mies, I care not; if this laud be ripe for ſach a great won- 
derfal mercy ; but 1 know, he moſt do, wheneverir is 
done, without hire. I find IEP falence & my 
fear to be holden at the door of Chrift's houſe fwelli 
upen me: and thetruth is, were it not tharſam 
now and thee with pieces of Chriſt's ſweet love & com- 
forts, I fearI ſhould have made an ill browſt of this he- 
nourable croſs,that I know ſuch a ſoft & ſilly-minded body 
as lam, is not worthy of : For I have little in me bne 
ſoftneſs and ſuperlative and exceflive apprehenſfions of 
fear, andſadnefs, & ferrow, & often God's rerrors do 
ſurreund me , becauſe Chriſt looks nor ſo fayonrably up- 
on me,as a poor witneſs would have him : And I wonder, 
how I tave paſt a year & Rong impriſonment, with- 
ont ſkhaming my ſweet Lord , ro whom 1 defirets be faich- 
tul ; & Ichink I ſhall die bureven mintivg & aiming to 
ſerve&honour-myL. Jeſus: Few know how toom & empt 
I am at home;but ic is a part of marriage-love & huſband- 
love, that my Lord Jeſus goes not to the ſtreets with his 
chiding againſt me : ir is but ſtolen & concealed anger 
that I find & feel, and his glooms to meare kept vntler 
roof, thar he will not have mine enemies hearing whar 


is betwirr meand Chriſt: And believe me, I ſay the truth , 


in Chriſt, the on! mnt ormoins "cr on % avd 
that which hath hlled me with fear, hath been —_ 


Mami qc c-DwW 
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fios , thar ſun and moon and the Lord's children were nc- 
ver witneſs to , ſhould haye moved my Lord toftrike me 
with dumb fabbarhs : Lord pardon my ſoft & weak jea- 
loufies , ifT be here inan error. My very dear Brother', I 
would have looked for more large & more-particularlet- 
ters from you, for my comfort ip this; for your words be- 
fore have ſtrengthned me : I pray you mead this, and be 
thankful & painful,while ye fave a piece or corner ofche 
Lord's viceyardto drefs. O would to God, I could have 
leave to follow you to break the clods/ bat 1 with 1 cout 
command my ſoul filence , & wait upon the Lord. 1 am 
ſure, while Chriſt lives Iam wellenough friend-ſtead: I 
hope he will extend his Kindneſs & power for me , bur *" 
God be thanked , it is not worle with me, then a croſs tor 
Chriſt & his crarch.. I know ho might have pirched upon 
many more choiſe & worthy witnefſes, it he had plca- 
ſed ; bucI ſeek no more ( be what timber I will, ſuppoſe 
were mzde ofa piece of hell } then that myLord, in 
his infinice art , hew glory to his name & enlargmenrt co 
Chriſt's Kingdom out of me. Oh that could attain ro 
this, ro defire that my parr of Chriſt mighe belaire 
pledge forthe heightninz of Chriſt's chrone in Britain?! 
Let my Lord redeem the pledge , or , if be pleaſe, lecir 
figk & drown unredeemed: Burt what can 1 2dd cohim? 
Or what way cana ſmothered & born down priſoner lec 
our Chriſt in open market , as a loyely & delireable Lord, 
to many fouls ? Iknow , he fſceth to his own glory , 
berter then my ebb thoughts can dream of , & that the 
wheels & paces of this poor diſtempered Kirk arc in his 
hands , & thatthings ſhall roll as Chriſt will haye them: 
Only, Lotd tryft the matterſo, as Chriſt may be made 
a bousholderand Lord again in Scotland, and wet faces 
for his departure may be dricd , at his ſweet & much 
defired wel cowe-bome. 1 ſce in all our trials, our Lord + 
will mot rhix our wares & his grace over head through 
other; buthe will have cach man ro know his own , that 
the like of me may ſay, in my ſufferings , This is Chriſt's 
grace,C7 this is but my courſe ſtuff: this is free grace, and this 
is but nature © reaſon : We know what our legs would 
play us, ifthey (Lould carry. usthrough all oar waters: 
*» N4 aud 
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andche leaſt rhing our Lord can have of us , is, to know 
we are grace's debters , or grace'sdyvours , and that ng- 
tere is of .a Baſe houſe blood, and grece is berter 
bora, & of kin & blood to Chriſt;& of a berter houſe. Oh 
that I were free ot that Idol , that they call my Jelf z and 
that Chriſt were for my ſelf, & my feifa decourted cipher 
& a denied & forſworn thing ! Bur that proud thing , my 
felf, will not play, except it ride np. fide for ſide with 
Chriſt, or rather kaye place before him. O my /elf, ano- 
ther devil, as evil as the prince of devils, if thou could 
give Chriſt the way and take thine own room , which is 
to fit as low as nothiug or yy yore O. but we have 
much need to be =. Od; and redcemed , by Chriſt, 
from that maſter-ryrant , that cruel and lawleſs Lord, 
eur ſelf: Nay, whenlI am ſeeking Chriſt , and amour 
of my fſclf, 1 have the third patt of a _ eye up- 
on that vain, vain thing , my ſelf, "7 Fo ans ſome- 
thing of mine ewn : Bur I muſt ho re, I defire 
ou to contribute your help, to ſee if I can be re- 
Gteoay wathadand loſt lock. I ſee not how it can be; 
exttpr the Lords would procure me a liberty to preach ; 
ang they have reaſon: 1, Becauſe the oppoſers and my 
adverſaries have practiſed their new Cannons upon me , 
whereof one is , That no deprived Miniſter preach , un- 
der the pain of excommunication. 2.. Becauſe my oppoſing 
of theſe Cannons was a ſpecial thing that incenſed Sidſerf 
againſt me. 43, Becauſc I was judicially accuſed for my 
book againſt the eArminians, & commanded by the Chan- 
celloxr to acknowledge , 1 had done a fault in writing 
againſt Dr. lackſox, a wicked c Arminian. Pray fora room 
in the houſe to me. Grace, grace be ( as it is ) your portion. 
eAberd. 1637. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
Jeſus, S. R. 


JOHN STUART, 
Provoſt of Ayr. 


Worthy Sir. 

Race, mercyand beeo you: I long forthe time, 
4 © arid ror'bagl eruntnigd ute Fredo 
*; 4 * would 


<4 EME”FESEFMMTYYY TY ”_'T DYC ITT TCR 


et] 


* ning for him , ſuppoſe poſſeſſion of him were ſuſpen- 


 lerrerof a-wrintea aſſarayce under Chriſt's own Hand?” + | 
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would beas glad ofit, as of urn td fre 
halt,the blind and the latne , come back to EI ſap- 
lications, ley.'3 z. £,9. going & weeping & ſeek? 
Lotd aſking the way to Zion Fs theit HS hicherobdi, 
ler. 56,5, 6. & to {re the woman travellingia birth ; de- 
livered of the man child ; of a bleſſed Reformanion. 1F 
this land were humbled , 1 wonld look thar our ffie 
ſhoald clear, and our day dawn again ; and ye thoul& 
then bleſs Chriſt , who is content to fave your travel & 
to give himſelf to you, in pure ordinances onthis fide 
ofthe ſea, Iknow , the mercy of Chriſt is engaged by 
promiſe to Scotland, notwithſtanding he bring wrath, 
as I fear hedhall, upon this land. IT am wairing 0n for 
enlargement,” and' half-content thar my faith bow, if 
Chriſt , while he bow it, keep ir unbroken; for who 
goeth rhrouph a fire without a mark or eh I feethe 
Lord making ufe of this fire , to ſcout his reſſels from 
their ruſt, Oh rhat my will were filent,, and a child 
weaned from thebreaſts! P/al. r31. Butalas! who hathy 
an heart that wilt give Chriſt the laſt word in flyting , aad 
wilt h:ar and nor fpeak again? Oh! conteſtations an® 
quarreloas replies (as a ſoon-ſadled ſpirit, I do well to be 
angry » even to the death, lon. 4. 9.) ſmell of the ftivir 
of ſtrong corruption, © blefled ſoul Gar could facri- 
fice his wiltandgoto heaven, having loſt his will, and 
made reſignation of it ro Chriſt ! I would ſeek no more , 
bur that Chriſt were abſolure King over my will, and' 
that my wil were a ſuffererin all croſſes, without meet- 
ing Chriſt with ſuch a word, why is it thus 7 I with ſtill, 
that my love had bur leave to ſtand befide beautiful Je-- 
fus , andro pet the mercy of looking ro him and bars 


ded aod friſted , till my Lord fold rogether theleaves and 
two fides of the fide of the lictle ſhepherds tenr ofclay.Olr 
whar paiu isin longing for Chriſt , under an overcloyded' 
& eclipſed aſſurance ! What is harder theo to burn, and 
dwine with longing & deaths of love, and then to have 
blanks and uninhed paper , for aſſurance of Chriſt in real 
fruicion or poſſeſſion?O how ſweerwere one linc or halfa 
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Buc this is our exerciſe daily , that guiltinef thall, overmilt 
and darken ance; lr is a miracle to believe, but for 
a finner ro believe is rwo miracles. But O what obligati- 
ons of love are we under to Chriſt , who beareth with 
our wild apprehenſions, in ſuffering them to nick-name 
ſweet Jeſus, & to put alye upon yp If 
he had not been God , and if loog-ſuftering in Chriſt 
werenor like Chriſt himſelf , weſhould long ago have 
broken Chriſt's mercics in two pieces, and put an iron bar 

on our own {alvarion , that mercy thould not have been 
able co break or ovetleap; but long ſufferingin God, is 
God himſclf, & that is our ſalvation , & the ſtability of 
our heaven isin God: Ec knew ( who (aid , Chriſt in you 
the hope of glory, Coll. 1. 27. For our hope & the bottom 
. E&pillarsof iris Chrilt-God ) fimners are anchor-faſt and 
made ſtable in God: So-rhat if God do not change ( which 
is impoſſible ) then my hope ſhall por luuar. O ſweet 
. ſtability, of ſure-bottomed ſalvation ! Who could win 
heaven if this were mot ; & who could be ſaved if God 
werenot God, & ;f he were not ſuch a Godas beis? O 
God be thanked, that our Salvation is coaſted CT landed & 
thered upon Chriſt , who is maſter of winds & ſtorms | & 
what ſca- windgcan blow the coaſt or the land out of it's 
place? Bulwarks are often caſtes down , bur coaſts are 
not removed ? but ſuppoſe that were , or might be, yer 
God cannot reel por remove. Oh that we go from this 
ſtrong and unmoveable Lord,and that we loole our ſclyes 
(if i were in our power ) from him ! Alasy our green 
& young love hath not raken with Chriſt , þcing unac- 
quainted with him : He is ſuch a wide,and broad,& deep, 
and high and ſurpaſſing fwectmeſs, that our love is too 
little for him: Bur O if our love, licrle as iris, could 
take bond with his great and huge ſweetneſs and tranſcen- 
deat excellency : © chrice blefled and eternally blefſed 
arethey , whoare out ofthemſelves & above themſelves. 
tharthey may.be in love nnited ro him ! Iam often rol- 
ting up & down the thoughts of my faint and ſick deſires, 
ofexprefſing Chriſt's glory before his people? dutl ſee 
nopihrouph the throng of impediments, & cannot find 


eycs to look higher, and fo1 pur many thipgs in Chriſt's 


way 
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way to hinder him , that 1 know he wonld but Tavgh ar, 
& with'one ſtride fer his foor over them all, 1 know not, 
if my Lord will bring me to his ſanctuary ornot ; but T | 
know , he hath the placing of me, either within or 
withour the houſe, & thar _—_— will be done withonr 
him : ButI am oftenthinking & faying, within my ſelf, 
that my dayes flecaway , and 1 fee no , heither yer 
Chriſt's work thriving , and ir is like the grave (hall pre- 
vent the anſwer of my deſires of ſaving ſovls, as I would: 
But alas! Icannor walk right work of his wayes,l neither * 
ſpell nor read my Lord's providence aright: My thoughts 
go away, that I fearthey meer nor God forir is like 
God will nor come the way ofmy row ak and 1 catt- 
not be raught to crucifie ro him my witd 
& to make him King over my thoughts ; for 1 would 
have a Princedom oyer my thoughts , & would boldly 
& blindly preſcribe to God , & guidemy felf in away 
of my own making : But I hold my peace here , ler him 
do his will ; Grace , grace be with you, 

eAberd. 1637, Yours in his ſweeteſt Lord 

and Maſter, S. R. 


wc 
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Much honoured Sir ; 

Long to hear how your foul proſpereth. I carneſtly 
defire you, to try how marters ſtand between your 
ſoul & the Lord : think it nocaſy marrer to take heave 
by violence: Salvation cometh now to the maſt part of 
men , ina nighrdream: there is no ſcarcity of faith now, 
fuch as itis; for ye (hall not now light upon the man 
who will pot ſay , he hath faith in Chriſt: Bar alas? 
dreams make no man's rights. Worthy Sir ,I'beſcech 
you inthe Lord, gize your ſoul no reſt}, rill ye have real 
aſſurance, & Chriſt's rights confirmed & ſcaled ro your 
foul: common faith & countrey- holineſs & week-day's zeal, 
that is among peop'e, will never bring men to heaven : 
Take pains for your ſalvation; for in that day , when ye 
thall ſee many mens labours , & conqueſts & idol-riches 
lyivgia alkes , when the carth & all the works GnE 
Ns (hall 
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{hall be buruc with fire, O how dear a price would your 
ſoul give. for God's favour in Chriſt ? Iris a bleſſed thing 
to ſeek Chriſt with vp-ſur, and to readover your papers 
and foul-accounts with tair day light : it will not be time 
rocry foralamp , when the Bridegroom is entred into 
his chamber, and the door ſhar. Fy, fy upon blinded and 
baſe ſouls, who are committing whoredom with this 
idol-clay , and hoating apoor wretched hungry heaven, 
a hungry break-faſt , a boy's meat, from this hungry 
world, with the forfeiting of God's favour , & the drin- 
king over their heaven over the boerd [as men uſe to ſpeak] 
for the laughter & ſporrs of this ſhort forenoon ! All thar 
15 under this vault of heaven & berwixt us and death, & in 
this fide of ſun & moon,are but roys, night-viſlions, head- 
fancies, ous ſhadows, watery froth, godleſs vanitics at 
their beſt, and black hearts, & falr,& towre miſerics, ſu- 
gared over & confefted with ap hour's laughteror rwo, 
& the conceit of riches, honour, vain, vain Court & law- 
leſs pleaſures. Sir, if ye look both to the laughing fide & 
the weeping fide of this world,& if ye look notonly upoa 
the ſkin & colour of things, but into their invrards, and 
the heartof their excellency, ye ſhall ſee thar one look of 
Chriſt's ſweet and lovely eye,onc kiſs of his faireſt face, is 
worth ten thouſand worlds of ſuch rotten ſtuff , as the 
tooliſh ſons of men fer their heart upon. Oh Sir, turn, 
rarn your hearrto the other fide of things, and get it once 
free of theſe monte , to conlider Eternity, Death, 
the clay-bed, the Grave, awſome Judgment, everlaſting 
burning quick in Hell , where Death would give as great 
a price [ 1t there werea Market , where Death might be 
bought aud {old ] asall the world. - Conſider heaven and 
glory: Buralas, why ſpeak Iof confidering theſe things, 
which have not entered into the heart of man to coofider? 
Look into thoſe depths [without a bottom] of lovelineſs, 
ſweetuels, beauty, excellency, glory, goodneſs, grace & 
mercy, that arein Chriſt , and ye ſhall then cry down the 
whole world & all cheglory a7 rae 4 when it is come to 
the (ummer-bleom, and ye (hall cry, up with Chriſt, up 
with Chriſt's father, up with eternity of glory. Sir, there 
is a great deal of Icſs ſand in your glafs , then whenl law 
You, 
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you , and your afteryoon is nearer even-tide now then it 
was. Asa fidod carried back to the ſca, ſo doth the Lord's 
ſwift poſt, Time, carry you and your life with wings to the 
grave : Yeeat & drink, bur Time ſtands nor ſtill; ye laugh, 
art your day flees away ; ye fleep , buc your hoursare 
reckoned & put by hand, O how ſoon will Time ſhut you ? 
our of the poor & cold & hungry Innes of this life! & them 
what will yeſterday's ſhorr-born pleaſures do to you, but 
beasa ſhow-ball melted away,many years fince,or worſe; 
for the memorie of theſe pleaſures uſeth to hill the ſoul 
with buttergeſs. Time & experience will prove this to be 
true; & dying men, if they could ſpeak, would makethis 
good. Lay no more onthe creatures , then they are able 
to carry: Lay your ſoul and your weights upon God: 
Make him your only , only beſt beloved ; Your errand 
tothis life is to make ſure an eternity of glory to your 
ſoul, andro match your ſoul with Chriſt : your love, 
if it were more then all the love of Angels in one, 18 
Chriſt's dne : Other things worthy in themſelves, in 
reſpe& of Chriſt, are not worth a windleſtraw, or a drink 
of cold water. 1 doubt not, but in death ye will ſee 
all things more diſtinly , and that theo the world ſhall 
bear no mote bulk then it is worth , and that then it ſhall 
conch and be contracted into nothing, and ye ſhall ſee 
Chriſt longer, higher , broader and deeper , then ever 
he was. O bleſſed conqueſt, to loſe all things aud to 
gain Chriſt ! I know not what ye have, if ye want Chriſt: 
Alas | how peor is your gain , if the carth were all yours 
in free heritage , holding icof no man of clay, if Chriſt 
be net yours? O ſeek all midſes, lay all oars in the wa- 
ter , put forthall your power, and bend all your endca- 
yours, to put away and part with all things , that ye: 
may gainand enjoy Chriſt: try andſcarch his word, and 
Krivero go a ſtep above and bey rdinary profeſſours, 
aud reſolve to ſweat more aud run faſter then they do, for 
Salvation: mens mid-way, cold and wiſe courſes in god 
lineſs, & the neighbour-like,cold & wiſe pace to heaven, *' 
will cauſe many a man want his lodging at night , and 
lien the fields. 1recommend Chriſt and bis loveto your 
ſceking, and your ſelf ro the teuder mercy and rich 
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grace of our Lord. Remember my love in Chriſt ro 

our wife: I defire her to learn to make her ſoul's anchor 

& npon Chriſt himſelf : Few are ſaved: Ler her con- 
fider , what joy the ſmilesof God in Chriſt will be, 
& what the lovc-kifſes of ſweer, ſweer Jeſus, & 
a welcome-home to the new Ieruſalem from Chriſt's own 
mouth , will be to her ſoul ; when Chriſt ſhall fold to- 
gether the clay rent of her body , & lay it by his hand for 
a time , till. the fair morning ofthe general teſurreftien. 
I avouchbefare God, man & Angel, thar I hayepor 
ſcen, nor can imagin a love tobe comparableto lovely 
Jeſus: 1 would not exchange or niffer tum with cen hea- 
vens : If heaven could be without him,whar could we do 
there ? Grace, grace be with you. 

eAberd, 1637 Yaur ſoul's eternal well- 

wisher, S.R. 


To CASSINCARRTIE. 


Ach honoured Sir; 


Race , mercy and peace be to you: I have been 
too long in writing to you. 1am confident ye have 
learned to prize Chriſt, & his love & favour , more 
theg ordinary {2+ opp who ſcarce ſee Chriſt with half 
an eye, becauſe their fight is raken up with eyiog & _—_ 
the beauty of this over-gilded world, rhar promiſe 
fairto all its lovers, but in the puſh of a trial, when 
needs , .can give nothing buta fair beguile. Iknow ye 
are not ignorant, that men come nottothis world , as 
ſomedo toa market , to ſee & be ſten ; of as ſome come 
to behold a May-game , & only to behold & to go home 
again: Ye came hither to treat with God, & to tryſt 
with kim in his Chriſt, for ſalvation to your ſoul , & 
to ſeek reconciliation with an angry & wrathful God , in 
&Covenant of peace made to you in Chriſt, & this is 
- more then an ordinary (pert, or the play, thar the 
reateſt part of che world give their heart uoro: Aud 
therefore, worthy Sir , Lpray you by the ſalvation of 
your ſoul , and by the mercy of God, & your compea- 
rance before Chriſt , do this in fad carneſt , & __ 
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ration be your by-work , or your holy-day'staſk on- 
ly, or as work by the way : For men think , thar this 
may be done in three dayes ſpace on a feather-bed, when 
death & they are fallen in hands together , & rhat with 
a word or rwo they {hall make ther ſoyl- matters __ 
Alas, this isto fit looſe & unſure in the matters of onr 
falyation : Nay , the ſecking of this world & the glo 
of it , is but an odd & by-errand, that we may flip, fo 
being we make ſalvation ſure. Oh when will men learn 
to be thar heavenly-wiſe , as to divorce from and free 
their ſoul of all Idol-loyers , and make Chriſt the only, 
only One , and trim and make ready cheir lamps, while 
wry! Aur time & day ! Hew ſoon will this houſe skail, 
& the Innes where the poor ſoul lodgeth fall ro the'earth ! 
How ſoon will ſome few years paſs away , and then, 
when the day is cnded, and this life's lcaſe expired , 
what have men of world's glory, but dreams & thoughts? 
O how bleſled a thing is it to labour for Chriſt, and to 
make him ſure! Know and try intime yourholding of 
him , and the rights and charters of heaven, and upon 
what terms ye have Chriſt and the Goſpel , and what 
Chriſt is worth in your eſtimation, and how lightly ye 
eſteem of other things, and how dearly of Chriſt! 1 am 
ſure, if ye ſee hinw-1n his beauty and glory , ye ſhall ſee 
him to be all things, and that incomparable jewel of 
gold, that ye ſhould ſeek, howbeit ye ſhould ell, 
wod-ſcrt and forfeit your few years portion of this life's 
joyes, O happy ſoul for evermore, who can righ:ly 
compare this hes with that long-laſting life ro come, and 
can ballance the weighty glory of the one, with the 
light golden vanity of the other ! The day of the Lord is 
now near hand , and all men ſhall come our in their 
Black's & white's, as they are : There ſhall be nobor- 
rowed lying colours in that day , when Chriſt thall be 
called Chriſt » andao louger nicknamed : now men bor» 
row Chriſt and his white colour, and the laftre and fair- 
diog of Chriſtianiry ; but how many counterfeit maſks 
will be bygntinthe day of God, in the fire, that (hall 
burn the,urth and the works that are in ic: And how- 
beit Chriſt have the hardeſt part of ic now , yet in the 
- pre- 
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preſence of my Lord, whom 1 ſerve in the ſpiric, 1 would 
got niffer or exchange Chriſt's priſon, bands, and chains, 
with che gold chains and Lordly tents, and ſmiling and 
happy-like heavens of the men of this world. T am' far 
from thoughes of repeating, becauſe of my loſſes & bonds 
for Chriſt. I with all my adverſaries were as lam, excepr 
my bonds. Worthy, .worthy, worthy for cvermore is 
Chriſt, for whom we ſhould ſuffer pains like hell's pains, 
far morethe ſhort hell char rh- Gints of God have 10 this 
life, Sir, I wiſ!: yoor ſoul may be more acquaiuted with 
the ſweern: ls of Chriſt. Grace, grace be with you. 

eAberd. 1637. Yours in his only Lord and 
Maſter, S.R. 
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To his Pariſhoners at Anwoth. 


Dearly beloved in our Lord ; 


Race, mercy & peace from God our father, & from 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, be multiplied upon 18s I 
long exceedingly to hear of your on-going and advance- 
menr, in your journey to the Kingdom of Ged : My only 
joy our of heaven is, to hear that the (ſced of God ſown 
among you is growing and coming to an harveſt ; for I 
ceaſed not, while I was among you , un ſeaſon and our of 
ſcaſon, [according te the meaſure of grace _ unto me] 
to warn & (cir up your minds: & Iam free from the blood 
of all men, for I have communicated to you the whole 
counſel of God: And I now agaiachargeand warn you, 
in the great and dreadful name, and 1n the foveraign 
authoriry of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords; 
and I beſeech you allo by the mercies of God, and by 
the bowels of Chriſt, by your appearance before Chr1 
Jeſus our Lord, by all the plagues that are written in 
God's book, by your part of the holy city , the new 
Feruſalem , that ye keep the cruth of God, as 1 deliverediir 
to you, before many witneſſes, in the ſight of God and his 
Sboly Angels; for now the laſt dayes are come & coming, 
— -when many forſake Chriſt Jeſus , & he ſaith to'you, wil 
yealſo leeve me? Remember that 1 forewa goes to 
forbeer the dishonowring of the Loxd's bleſſ » in 
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fearing, blaſpheming, curſing, And the profaning of the 
Lord's jabbath ; willing you to give that day from mor- 
ning to night to praying » praiſmg , hearing of the word , 
conferring , and ſpeaking not your own but God's 
words, thinking and meditating on God's nature » word 
and works; And that every day at morning and at night 
at leaſt ] ye hould ſandifie the Lord by praying in your 
uſes, publickly in the hearing of all ; that ye should in any 
ſort forbear the receiving of the Loxd's ſupper » but after the 
form that 1 delivtredit to you , according te the example of 
Chriſt our Lord, that 1s, that ye ſhould fir as banquerrers, 
at ouc table with onr King, and cat and drink, and divide 
the elements one to-another : The timber and ſtones of 
the chnrch walls ſhall bear witneſs; that my ſoul was re- 
freſhed with the comforts of God intharſupper: & thar 
croſſing in baptiſm <yas unlawful, and againſt Chriſt's ordi- 
nance; And that no day ( befides the ſabbath , which is of 
his own appointment ) 5hould be kept holy and ſantified 
with preaching and the publick worthip of God ,. for the 
memory of Chriſt's birth, death, reſurrection and aſcen- 
fioa;(ceing ſuch days fo obſerved are unlawful, wil-wor- 
ſhip, and oor warranted in Chriſt's word ; And that every 
thing in God's worship , not warranted by Chriſt's Teſtament 
end word, was unlawful; And alſo,” that Idelatry » wor- 
shipping of God before hallowed creatures > andadoving of 
Chriſt by kneeling before bread and wint was unlawful ; 
And that ye should be humble, ſober , modeſt, forbearing 
pride, envy , malice, «wrath, hatred, contention , debate , 
lying, (landering ; ſtealing , «nd defrauding your neighbours 
in graſs, corn or cattel, in buying or ſelling , boroww- 
ing ot lending , taking or giving , in bargains or covenants ; 
And that ye Should work with your own hands , and be 
conrent with that - which God þ given you; That ye 
Should ſtudie to know God and bis will, and keep in mind 
the dofrine of the Catechiſm, which Itaught you careſully, 
end ſpeakof it in your houſes CT in the fields, when ye lie down 
at night, and when ye riſe in the morning ; That ye should 
believe in the Son of God, and obey his commandments, and 
learn to make your accounts in time with your Judge » be» 
cauſe death and judgmcgr are before you: and it ye have 
now 
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now penury and-want of that word, which I delivered ro 
you in abundance; yea ( to God's honour I ſpeak ir, with- 
our arrogating avy thing to my ſelf, who am but a poer 
empty man } ye had as inuch ofthe word, in nineyears 
while I was among you, as ſome others have had in 
many. Mournfor your loſs of time , and repent : My 
ſoul picieth you ; thar'ye ſhould ſuck dry breaſts, and be 

pur to draw atdry wells. O that ye would eſteem highl 
of the lamb of God, your welbeloved Chriſt Jeſus, w ol 
virtues and praiſes I preached nnts you with joy , and 
which he did countenance &accompany with ſome power; 
& that ye would call to mind the many fair dayes, and 
ew teaſts in our Lord's houſe ofwine , that ye and 
have had with Chriſt Jeſus!, Burif chere be any among 
you that takeliberry tofin, becauſe lam removed from 
amengſt you, and forget char word of truth, which ye 
heard, and turn chegracc of God into wantonneſs ; 1 
here, under my band, inthe name of Chriſt my Lord, 
write'to ſuch perſons al the plagues of God , and the curſes 
that evey 1 wort" 22-0 of peer nr whe9A l- 
dhevef diſabedience: And, as the Lord liverh, the Lord 
Jeſus thall make what 1] write unto you : There- 
forc, Dearly beloved , fulfil my joy : Fear the great and 
nt name of the Lord : ſeek God with CB 

. ne fleeperh 'nor: awake & repent: the ſwor 
a7 app ſhall'go from the North to the South, from 
the Eaſt ro the weſt, and through all the corners of the 
land , and thar fword fhal) be drunk with your blood 
amongſtrhe firſt; and I ſhall ſtand up as a witneſs a- 
gainſt you, if ye do-not amend your wayes & your doings, 
and rurn to the Lord-, with all your heare : I beſcech you 
alſo , my beloved inthe Lord, my joy and my Crown , oftend 
nor ar the (afferings of me , the priſonerof jeſus Chriſt ; 
Ian filled wich joy and with the comforrs of God : Upon 
my ſalvation , I know andam perſwaded , it is for God's 
Truth, and the Honour of my King and Royal Prince 
Jeſus, I now ſuffer: and howheit chas town be my pri- 
fon, yer Chriſt hath made it my palace , agarden of plea- 
fares , aficld and orchard of delights : 1 know likewiſe, 
albeit I bein bonds, thar yet the word gs 1-4 
bo 0 
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bonds, my ſpirit alſo is in free ward: Sweet , ſweet have 
his comforts been to my ſoul: my pen , tongue and 
heart have not words to expreſs the kindneſs, love and 
mercy of my welbeleved to me, in this houſe of my 
pilgrimage. { chargeyou, to fear and love Chriſt , and ro 
ſeek a houſe not made with hands , but your father's 
houſe abeve : This laughing and white- {kinned world 
beguilerh you , and if ye ſeek. it more then Ged , irfſhall 
play ous ſop , to the cudlefs forrow of your heart : Alas! 

could not make many of you fall in love with Chriſt, 
howbcit I cndeavoured to (peak much good of him , and 
to commend him to you [ which asit was your fin, ſoir 
is my ſorrew ] yet once again ſuffer meroexhorr, be." ©? 
ſcech andobteſt you in the Lord, to think of his love, 
and to bedelighted with him, (who is alrogether levely : I 
give you the word of a King, ye ſhall nor repent it: ye 
are in my prayers night & day, I cannot forger you: Ido 
motcat , Idonor drink , but I pray for you all : Iencrear 
you all , & everyone of you, ropray for me, Grace, 


be with you. 
wm ly 24, Your lawful and loving 
1637, Paſtor ,$.R. 
To tbeLady CARDONNESS. + 
MISTRESS; 


[| Beſeech you inthe Lord Jeſus , make every day more 
and more of Chriſt; and try your:gruwth in the grace 
of God, and what DN INI noaomp= 
y by day cither advaycing fur- 

ther on , and gcarer home ; or elſe they po notrighta- 
bout te compaſs their journey : Lthink fill che berter & 
berrer of Chriſt : Alas , I know not where to ſet him , T 
would fo fain have him high ! I cangor (ct heavens above 
opens _ I _ _ _ —_— and ſex 
im upoathe hi P of the hy of theta 

all: Bur qe, I could cbs. pena the 
world , ſuppoſe my loſs and pain and ſhame were ſer 
under the ſoles of his feer , chat he mighe ſtand upon me. 
Irequeſt you faint nor, becauſe this world ye are 
at 
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at yea and nay, & becauſe this is not a bome thar laugherh 
upoa you; The wife Lord, who knoweth you, will have it 
ſo, beczuſc he caſterha net for your love, to catch itand 
gather it in ro himſelf : therefore bear paticatly theloſs 
of children , and burdens, and other diſcontenrmengs , 
eicher wichin-or wichourt the houſe: Your Lordin them 
is ſceking you , and ſeek ye him : Ler none be your love 
and choice, and the flower of your delights, bur your 
Lord Jeſus:- Sernot your heart upon the world, face 
God hath not made ir your portion;tor it will not fall you 
to get two portions, and to-laugh twice, andto be bappy 
twice, and to have an upper: eaven and an undey-beaven 
too: Chriſt our Lord and his faints were not fo z and 
thereforelet go your prip of this life, and of thegood 
things of it: I hope your heaven growerh not hereaway : 
Learn daily both ro poſſeſs and mils "Chriſt , in his 
ſecret bridegroom- ſmiles: He muſt goand come, becaule 
his infinite wiſdom thiaketh it beſt for you: we will 
be together oneday : We {hall not need. tro borrow light 
from ſun , moon or caadle: There ſhall be no com+ 
plaints on either fide in heaven : There ſhall be none 
there , but Heand we , the bridegroom: and the bride; 
Devils, remprations, trials, deſertien, lofles, ſad hearts, 
pain. aud death ſhall all be put our of play, and the Devil 
mult give up his office of Tempting. Q blefſed is the ſoul, 
whoſe hope hath a face looking ſtraight our to that day ! 
Ir is not our part to make a treaſure here: Any thing un - 
der the covering ofheaven we can build upon , is but ill 
ground, and a ſandy foundation : Every good thing, cx- 
cept God, wanteth a bottom, andcannoc ſtand it's alone; 
how then can.it bear. the weight of us? Lertus not lay a 
load upon a windleſtraw, there (hall nothing find my 
weight , or found:my happineſs , but God: I know all 
created powers ſhould fink under me, if I ſhouldlean 
down upon it; & therefore it is better to reſt on Godzthen 
fink or fall: and we weak fouls muſt havea betrom and a 
being - place; for we cannot ſtand our alone : let us then be 
Wife in our choice , and chuſe and waile our own blefled- 
neſs, which is torraſt inthe Lord: Each one of us hath a 
whore and idol, befides our huſband Chriſt ; Rey = 
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Epiſt. 1 50, LuTTzs 9 303 
folly codivide onr narrow and {ittle love : I will not ſerve 
rwo; its beſt then to hold irwhole & together, & give ir ro 
Chriſt ; tor then we'ger double incereſt- tor 'oar love, 
when we lendir te , & lay it oucupon Chriſt , & weare 
ſdtc beſides, rhar the ſtock cannor periſh. Now, 1 can ſay 
no more,remember me: aaye Ged's right co that people; 
howbeit by the violence of men, ſtronger then I, L am ba- 
nithed from you & chated away: The Lord give mercy in 
the day of Chriſt:it may be God clear my {ky again;bow- 
beir there 15 (mall appearance of my deliverance : Bur ler 
him do with me what ſeemeth good in hisowu eyes: I 
am his clay , ler my potter frame and faihion me as he 
pleaſeth. Grace be with you. , 
eAberd. 1637 Youy lawful and loving 
Paſtor, S. R. 


Tt SIBILLA McADAM. 
MISTRESS: 


C5 Race, mercy & peace bero you : 1 can bear witneſs 
in my bonds, that Chriſt is ſtill the longer the ber- 
ter, and no worſe, yea , inconceivably better irhen be is, 
or can be , called : Irhink ic half ag heaven, to bave my 
fill of the ſmell of his ſweet breath, avd to fleepin the 
arms of Chriſt my Lord, with his left hand onder my 
head, and his right haud embracing me: There is no 
gear reckoning to be made of the withering of my 
flower , in compariſon of the foul and manifeſt wrougs 
done to Chriſt > Nay, let never the dey of God lie upon 
my branches again , let the bloom fall from my joy, and 
lerit wither , .let the Almighty blow out my candle , ſo 
being the Lord might be great among Jews aud Gentiles, 
and his oppr-fled church delivered : = Chriſt farewell, 


ſuppoſe I ſhould cat aſhes; Iknow , he muſt be ſweer 
himſelf, when his croſs is fo ſweet : And it is the 
part of us all, if we marrie Himſelf , ro marne 
the croſles, loſſes, and reproaches alſo, rhat fol- 
low him ; for mercy followeth Chriſt's croſs : His 
priſon for beauty is made of marble and ivory, his chains, 
that arc laid on his priſoners , are golden chains » es 
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ghs of the priſoners of hope are perfamed wich com- 
forts, the like whereof cannor be bred, or found in this 
fide of ſan & moon: Follow on after his love, tire not of 
Chriſt ; bur come-in, and ſee his beauty & excellency, 
and feed your ſoul upon Chriſt's ſweetnels : This world 
is uot yours, neither would | have your heaven made of 
ſach mertal, as mire & clay: Ye have the choice & waile 
of all lovers in heaven or out of heaven, when ye have 
Chriſt , the only delight of God his father : Climb u 
the monntain with joy , 'and faint not; for time will 
cut off the men , who purſue Chriſt's followers: Our 
beſt chings here have a worm in chem : Our joyes be- 
ſides God , in the inner half, are but woes & ſorrows: 
Chriſt, Chrift is that which our love and defires can 
fleep ſweetly and reſt ſafely upon. Now the very God of 
peace eſtabliſh you in Chriſt : Help apriſoner with your 
prayers, and entreat that our Lord would be pleaſed to 
viſit me , with a fight of his beauty in his houſe, as he 
hath ſometimes done. Grace be with you. 

«Aberd. 1617. Yours in his fweet Lord 

Jeſus, S. R. 


To the Laird of CALLY. 
Worthy Sir ; 

Race, mercy.and peace beto you: Ihavebeen too 
long ,. I confeſs, in writing ro you. My ſure 
now to you in paper ( ſince I have no acceſs ro ſpeak ro 
you as formerly) is, that' ye would lay rhe foundation 
ſure in your youth : When ye begin to ſeek Chriſt, cry, 
I pray you, upon what terms ye covenant 'to follow him, 
and lay your acconnts whatir may coſt you; that ſammer 
nor winter, nor well nor woe, may not cauſe you, 
change your maſter , Chriſt : Keep fair to him , -and 
behoneſt and faichful , that he find-nor a crack in you : 
Surely, ye are now inthe throng of tempration : When 
youth is come to it's faireſt bloom , chen che Devil, and 
the luſts of a {ern Ny » and fin are upon horſe- 
back , and follow with «p-ſails : If this were not, Paul 
. needed notto have written to a ſanctified & holy youth, 


Timothy. 
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Timothy ( a faithful of the Golpel ) fee the luſt = 
h, Give Chriſt your virgin-love , ye cannot put your . 
Le dokad katevla a better hand. 0: velnoe ban; and -- 
ſaw his beauty ! Your love, your likivg/, your hearts 


Your deſires wouid cloſe with him aud cleave to him. 


Love by nature , when ir teech , canuot bac caſt out it's 
ſpirit and ſtrength upon amiable objets., and: good 
x Goth and things love-worthy : and what fairer thing 
then Chriſt ? O fair ſun, and fair moon; and tair ſtars, 
and fair flowers, and fair roſcs\, and fair lilies, and 
fair cre?tures : but O ten thouſand thouſand times fairer 
Lord Jeſus! Alas, 1 wronged him in making the com- 
pariſon this way ! O black ſun and moon, but © fair 
Lord jeſus ! © black flowers, & black lilies & Roſes, bue 
O fair , fair, ever fair Lord Jeſus! O all fair things, 
black and deformed withoat beauty , when ye are belide 
that Faireft Lord Jeſus! O black heaven , but O fair 
Chriſt! O black Angels, but O ſurpaſſiogly fair Lord 
Jeſus ! I would ſeek no more to make mehappy for ever- 
more , but a through and clear fight of the beauty of 
Jeſus my Lord : Ler my eyes enjoy his fairneſs , & ſtare 
him forever in the face, and 1 have all that can be wiſh- 
ed. ' Ger Chriſt ratherthen. goldor flyer : ſeek Chriſt, 
howbeir Seng loſe a!l rhings for him: They take 
their marks by the moon, and look aſquint,, inleoking to 
fair Chriſt, who reſolve for the world and their caſe; 
and for their honour & ceurt & credit; or for fearof 
loſſesand a ſore ſkin , will turn their back upon Chriſt 
and his eruch, Alas, how 'many blind cyesand ſquinr 
lookers look this day in Scotland upon Chriſt's beauty , &” 
they ſee a ſpot in Chrift's fair face: Alas, they arc got 

worthy of Chriſt , who look this way upon him , and 
ſee no beauty in him why they ſhould Jebre him God 
ſend me my fill ofhis beauty , if ic be poſſible , that my: 
ſoul can be full of his beauty here: Burt much of Chriſt's 
beauty neederh not abare the cager appetite of a ſoul 
[ lick of love for himſe!f] ro ſee him in theother world, . 
where he is ſcenas he is, 1 am glad withall my heart, 
thar ye have given your greeneſt morning-age , to this Lord 
Jeſus: Hold on, and weary not, faint not, reſolve 
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larionz ilt's ſowre crols is d with comforts, 
and hach a raſte of Chriſt himſelf. 1 eſteem it my gloty, 


” my joyaid my crown; and Iblefs\him for rhis honour, 
to be yoked with Chriſt, and married wich him i ſuſter-" 
ivg, who therefore was barn, and therefore | came 
into the world, that he might bear witneſs rotherruth, 

| Take pains above all things for ſalvation; for, withour 

* riibaing,; lighting » fweaing, wreltling, heaven is nor 

| l,thar crofſerh nature's ſtomach, and 

* delighterh to gains that fair garland and crown of glory ! 
What a feckleſs lols is it for you; ro go through this wil- 
dernefs, aud never taſte of (in's ſugared pleaſures ! What 
rer is a (oul to want pride / Jak, love of the world, & 

the vanicics of this rain & worthleſs world ! Nature hach 

no cauſe to weep at the want af ſuch royesas theſe.Efteem 

it your gain to be au heir of glory ; © burthar is an eye- 

look toa fair rent | The very of heaven, under rrou-1 

bles , is like wind and fails to the ſoul , and like wings, 

when the feer come out of the ſuare, O! for what ſtay we 

. here? Up, up, after our Lord Jeſus, this is not our reſt, 
wor our dwelling; What have we to do ia this priſon, 
exceptouly ro take meat and houſe-roomin it , for atime ! 
Grace, grace be with you. 

eAberd. 1637. Your ſouls wekwicher & Chrift's 
priſoner, S.R. 


To WILLIAM' GORDON 


At Kenmure. * 
Dear Brother ; 

"Race, mercy & peace be to you* I have been long in 

| hu, hen; wlicomitetis girls 6 

me. Itis my azrg and hearcy defire, that my furnace, 

which is of theLodf's kindling, may ({park!c fire mg an- 

ders-by, wry nag of rheir hearts with God's love. 

Thevery duſt char falleth from Chriſt's feet, his old 

. raggedclothes, his knotty and black croſs , is ſweeter to 

_—_ crowns, angthcir time-eaten plea- 
: Itho 
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be more int wich all the cramps , ſtitches and foul- 
I; acquaint 5 PS, 3 ""Penes- 


and 


ken &catched wirh 
one plying widen) in whichzhcre is not half room 
for the love of one ſoul co exſpatiarir (elk: & man's love 
is but beart hungered in gaawing upon bare bones, & ſuck- 
puta ao are well want, who will noc 
cometo him, who hath a world of love & goodneſs and 

for all. We ſeek ro thaw our frozen bearts, ar 
the cold ſmoke of the ſhorr-timed crearuie, & our fouls 
gather acirher bear , nor life, noc lights for cheſecamnor 


could thruſt iu, through theſe thorns and chis thtong of 
baſtard-tovers,and be raviſhed and fick of lore for Chriſtf 
We {ſhould find ſome footing & ſome room ; & ſweet 
caſe torour totrering & witlels fouls inour Lord. 1 wiſh 
it wereiu my power, after thisday, tocry down all love 
bar the love of Chriſt, & ro cry down all Gods bur Chri, 
all Saviours bur Chriſt, all welbcloreds bur Chaſt,, 
aud all (oul-ſucers , all love. s bur Chriſt,” 'Yo 
complain, thac ye want a mark of the found work 
of grace & love in your ſoul. For anſwer, conkder for 
your ſatisfattion”( till God fend more )) 1 Fob. 3. 14. 
And as for your complaint of Deadaeſs and Doubrings; 
Chriſt, 1 hope, will cake your deadneſs and you toge- 
ther; They are bodies full of holes, running boils, and 
broken-bores thac veed mending, tharChriſt thePhaſician 
takech op: whole yeſlcls are not for the Mediator Chriſt's 
art: Publicans, faners, whoces, harlors, are ready merket- 
weres for Chriſt: The ovly thing char will bring fin- 
necs within a caſtef Chriſt's drawing arm, is that which 
ye write of, ſome feeling of death & Sin, that brings forth - | 

dplaints: & therefore! our of ſenſe complain more , & 
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| ings thateronble you ; The more pain & the more 
nighc warching, & the moc fevers, the berter;A ſoul blee- 

og to death, all Chriſt were ſenr-for, & cried-far 1nall 
toc = the blood, and cloſe up the hole in 
| the wound, with LPG 27 +4 OI 1. 99 
E-. diſcaſe, urge 3 «ye dying ofa whole heart. Wehare 
5. Mlc6o lictle of hell-pain rerrours that way 7 Nay » 
n God Gd me ſache/brllis Chrild hath procaiſedto make 
a heaven ourt-of.. Alas1 am not comethat far on in the 
way, a8 to ſay in ſadearnct, Lord leſus,great and ſoveraign 
Phyſician,hert is a pained patient for thee. Bur the thing thar 
we miſtake, is the went of vittory, we hold that to be the 
mark of one that huh ao grace: Nay, 11ſay,the want of figb- 
. ing were amark of no grace; bur 1\hall net ſay, the want 
” » of viGory 4s ſach a - If my fire & the Devil's warer 
like thunder in the ar, Lam the leſs fearcd; 
for where there is fire, it is Chriſt's parr, that L lay and 
brad wpot him, no the coal; &1o pray the 
that my fazth fail nor, if Iinthe mean timc be wreſtling % 
IR gong & croraning : Forprayer puts not Pax!'s 
| { che prick in the fleſh, & the meſſenger of Satan] to the 
door, at firſt ; bur our Lord will harechem erying cvery 
encancther, and ict Paul fend himſelf by God's help , God 
| Keeping the takes, & modetating the play: And ye do well, 
not'to doube , if rhe ground-ſtoae be ſure , but to try if ic 
be ſo; for there ix great olds berween doubting that we have 
oor trying if we have grace: the former may be fin , 
the latter 15 good. We are burlooſc 10 crying our tree- 
holding of Chriſt, & making lice wock of Chriſt: Holy 


is a ſcarthing the camp, thar there be ao cnemy with- 
1n our baſem ig y us, and aſccingtharall be falt & 
ſauce: -Bax't {ce many lecking veſi:ls fair before the wind, 


& p ors who cake their converſion apon truſt , & 
they go 6n ſecurely , & ſee not to the under-water, till a 
ſtorm ſink them: Each man had need rwice a day & ofcner, 
to be ryped & ſcarehed with candles. Pray for me, thar the 
Lord would give me box/e-room again, to hold a caadle to 
this dark world, Grace, grace be with you. 
eAbers. 1637, Yours in his ſweet Lord 
and Maſter, $, A 
o 
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» MARGARET FULLERTON 
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MISTRESS; wy Ws 
he mercy and be to you't Tam glad char 
ever: ye- did caſt your love on Chriſt 


more and more love every. day wpen him, Of] 
a river of love,a'{ca of love ” lt and hever; 


to beſt@w upon him! Bur alas the-piry , « bath 
beauty for katy From have not love A O whar pein 
is it, to ſee Chriſt in his beavry, avid then to want « 
heart and love for him ! Bat Iſce, want mann 
Chriſt lead us, never to be payed again. O that he woul, 
empty theſe vaults and lower houſes of cheſe ſouls, 
of theſe baſtard and baſe lovers, which'we follow? 
And verily, Ifee no obje& in heaven or'in carth chat 
I conld ware this mach of love upon, that T haye, bac 
upon Chriſt, Alas ! that clay and rime and ſhadows 
run away with qur love: which is ill ſpent upon arty 
but upoo Chriſt: cach fool ar the'day of j 

ſhall ſek back © On _ kk i war's when he [h 
ſee them all in a fair fire, bur ſhall prove irreſponlal _ 
debters: And therefore'tis beſt 9% ; we look erewe © 
leap ; and look cre we' love. | 1 find gw gnder his "4 
croſs, that-1 wonld fain give him more then Thave ts - 1 
givehim , if giving were in my power : Bur T rather 


wiſh him my then give him it : excepthe take it 
md purhmelinpoſeionofit; fort ho be hacks 
mar 


tier how Chriſtcan have me. O tharhie would a- 
ſed to be more homely wirh my foul's love , and rocomeg 
imo my foul and take his own! But when IR 
away and hideth himſelf, all is to me that I had © 

Chriſt, as if ithad fallen inthe ſea bottom. Oh thas X © * 
ſhould be ſo fickle in my love , as to love Chriſt only by 
theeyes and the noſe! Thatis, to love him only in as 
far, as fond and fooliſh ſenſe carrieth me,” and ag 
more: And whe 1 ſee nor, and (imel! nor,and rouch not, 
then I hav@all ro ſeek. Icannot love perguier , nor te- 


joyce parquier: Barthis is our weakneſs, till we be at home 
anditall have 


right to'me, figce he hath ranſomed me 1 


aped menus ſtomachs to bear Chiiſt's love. 
A OG O 3 £4 < 
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1, fos me., that our Lord would bring me back to 
. yon, with a new blefling of the Goſpel of Chriſt. 1 for- 
ger not you. Grace, grace bewirh you. 


eAberd. 1617. Yours in his ſweer Lord 
Jeſus, S. R. 
TÞ% WILLIAM GLENDINING. 
Dear Brother ; 


VY E are heartily welcome to that honour , that Chriſt 
hath made common to us both , which is to ſuffer 
for his name. Verily,I think ic my garland & crown, & if 
the Lord ſhould alk of me my blood & lite for chis cauſe, 
I would gladly, in bis Rrength, pay due debe ro Chriſt's 
houour & glory , in that kind, Acquaint your {clf with 
Chriſt's love, & ye ſhall ao miſs co find new golden 
mines & treaſures 1n Chriſt: Nay eruly, we but ſtand be- 
fideChriſt,we go not is to him, to take our fall of bim. But 
ifhe ſhould do two things. 1. Draw the curtains,& make 
bare his holy face;& then 2.Clear our dim & blcired cycs, 
to ſee his beaucy & glory , he ſhould find many lovers. I 
would ſeek no more happineſs, bur a ſight of him fo near 
hand,as coſe, hear, ſmell & rouch & embrace him: Bur oh, 
cloſed doors, & vails, & curtains, & thick clouds hold me 
in'pain , while 1 find the (weert buroing of his love , that 
many waters cagnor quench ! O what Ethoun havel, 
When 1think chat love of Chriſt ſcarrs at me, & blows by 
me!If my L.Jeſus would come to bargainivg for his love, 
Ithiok , be ſhould make price himſelf, I ihould nor re- 
fuſe ten thouſand years in bell , to have a wide ſoul cnlar- 
ged and made wider , that I might be exceedingly [ even 
to the runnipg over ] filled with his love. O kf am I 
to love ſuch an one, or to beloved by that high & lofty 
One! Ithink the Angels may bluſh &© look upon him: & 
what am I, to file ſuch infioit brightneſs with my fioful 
eyes: O that Chriſt would come near,&ftand ſtill, & give 
me leave to look epon him! For to look ſcemeth the poor 
man's priviledge , fince he may, for nothing & without 
hire , behold the ſua. I ſhould (bam a King's hfe,it I had 
- po ether thingto do, bur for crermore to behokd & eye 
my fair Lord Jeſus: Nay ſuppole I were holden out ge 


Epiſt. 1 5.4. LoTt#xs. 
look through an hole inthe door, and fee my deareſt and 


faireſt Lord's face. © O great Kowt » why Bandeſt thou - 


aloof ! Why remaineſt thou mountains ? 'O wel- 
beloved , why doſt thou pain a poor ſoul with delays? 
a long-time our of thy glorious preſence is rwo deaths & 
two hells ro me; We muſt meer, 1 muſt ſee him, 
1 dow not want him: hanger and longing for Chriſt 
hath brought on fuch a neceflicyot enjoying Chriſt, 
that , coſt me'what it will , icannoc bur aſſure Chriſt, 
1 will not, I dow not, wantchim : For 1 canvotma- 
ſter or command Chriſt's love; nay , hell [ as l gow 
think ] and all the pains in itlaid onme alone , would 


- not pur me from loving: Yea, Tappole my Lord Jeſus 


would not love me, it isabove my ſtrengrh or power, 
to keep back or impriſonthe weak love 1 have,, but it 
muſt be our to Chriſt : 1+ would+ ſerheaven'sjoy afide, 
and live upon Chriſt's love irs alope : Let me bave 
no joy , but the warmneſs and fitt'of God's love: Leek 
no other: God knoweth , if this Tove be raken from 
me , the bottom 1s fallen out of all my-heppineſs and 
joy ; and therefore, | believe , Chrit ne. wreck do 
me that much harm , as to, bereave @ poor 
of his love; ic were cruelty to rake iy tom me; and 
he who is kindneſs ir ſelf capner be cr Dear Byother, 
weaty not of my ſweet Maſter's chains; we are fo 
much the ſibber to Chriſt that we ſuffer : Lodge 
pot a hard thought of my royal King: rejoyce in his 
croſs: Your deliverance fleepeth - nor; . he that will 
come is not flack of his promiſe : Wait on for God's ti= 
meous ſal vation, ask nor when, or How long? I hope, he 
{hall loſe noching of you in the furnace, bur drols; Com- 
mit your cauſe in meekneſs ( forgiving your oppreſlours } 
ro God, & your (entence w_ come back oy him | 

ivg; Our Bridegroom's day is poſting faſt on, and chi 
= that ſeemeth to -» wha lent an foot , 
{hall be pat in. two ranks : Wait till your tea dayes be 
ended , and hope for the crown , Chriſt will- not give 


you a -bliod in the end. Commend "m4 to - 
wife and father , and to Zaif 4d. 4. Andgnitht 


Oz 


- 
v4 
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heaven's fair entry , Iſhould be happy for evermore, ro - 


s vF 
= (ay 


rod | Mr. RotuB3kTpeORD's Ppiſt. x55 
r to him. The prayers of Chriſt's priſoner be upon 
you, and the Lord's preſence accompany you. 
«Adberd. July 6, Yours in bis fweet Lord 
1637. Jeſus, S. R, 


T ROBERT LENNOX. 
Of Diſdove. 


Dear Brother ; 

| Race , mercy & peace be to you: Ibeſcech you in 
the Lerd leſus , make faſt andſure work of life e- 
ternal ; Sow not rotten ſeed: eyery man's work will 
ſpealffor ir ſelf, whar his ſeed hath been. O how many 
feel, who ſow to the fleſh! Alas! whata crop will that 
be,when the Lord ſhall par in his hook to reap this world, 
thac is ripe & white for judgment ? I recommend to you 
holineſs & ſanRificatien, and that ye keep your ſelf 
slean trom this preſent evil world: We delights tell our 
ovwn dreams , and ro flatter our own fleſh with the hope 
we have: Irwerewiſfdom for us to be free, plain, honeſt 
and ſharp;,wich our own ſouls, andro charge them to 

. brew that they may drink well, and fare well , 
ted away like ſnow 'in a hot furmmer. O 
| it, to rrdoacetd pe eng all 
hings an: of leah tad doceditet fay , we 
are removing and > adgrtaryed but our heart 
Kirreth not one foot ſear. Alas!1 (ee few heaventy- 
minded ſouls, char Haveporhing opoa the carrh, but their 
beily oftiay SointWp chews this earth , becauſerheir 
and rhe powers of ſtare up in heaven, andrhere 
their hearts live, defire, enjoy, rejoyce. Oh! mens ſouls 
have no wings, and therefore night and day they keep 
their geſt, andare not acquaint with SR Sir, take 
you to your own thing, to Chriſt, that ye may be acquain- 
ted with che nh Arena kh dad os lency 4 and 
charge your love not ro 'dore upon this world; for 
ir will nor do your ' buſineſs in that day, when no- 
=_ will come in good ſtead to you, but God's favonr : 
wild opon Chriſt ſome good, choice and faſt work ; for 


* when your ſoul for TW Amman an dS 
46: r 
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ate LAY and wandered. pop) ce creatures , ye 


will come yaw ms. 7» with the wind: They are nat good, 
at leaſt not the ſouls good, it is the infinite God-head thac 
muſt allay the (bar of your hunger after happineſs ; 
otherwiſe there dll bea wantot farisfaftion to your 
defires: And if he would-caft in cen worlds io your de- 
fires, all ſhall fall chorow,and your ſonal thall ſtill cry red 
hunger , black hanger ; Batl am ure, there 1s {ufficienr 
for youin Chriſt, if ye had ſeven ſouls & ſeven defires 
inyoa: Obifl cou R—_— Lord Jetus market-fweet, 
lovely, deſireable;& fair to all the world, both to Jew 
and Gentile !' Olermy parrot heaven go for it, {o being 
he would rake my coogue to be his inftrumest , ter our 
Chriſt in his whole braverics of love, virtue, grace, 
ſwee:ne(s and marchleſs glory , to the eyes and hearts of 
Jews and Gentiles! But wbo is ſufficient for theſe rhings ? 
Otorthe help of Angels rongues, ro make Chri - 
20d amiable to many t ! © how lite 
doth this world ſec of him, & how far arc from the 
love of him , ſecing there is ſo much lovelineſs,, beauty 
and fweerneſs in Chriſt , that ao creared eyedid cver 
ſee ! 1 would that all knew hs glory ; and 
I could put many in bridegroom's. chamber 
door, to ſre his and-to' be partakers of his 
high, and deep, and broad, and boundk:fs love. O 
let al the world come oigh and fee Chriit;” and they 
ſhall chen ſee more then I can ſay of him! O it T 
had a pledge or pawn to lay down for a ſea-full of his 
love! that I could comme by ſo much of Chriſt, as 
would fatisfie griening and longing for him , or "rather . 
increaſe it, till 1 were in- full poſſeſſion ! I know, 
we {hall meer, and therein I tejoyce. Sir, ftand faſt in the 
truth of Chriſt, that ye have received ; Yield nor to 
winds ; but ride out, and let Chriſt beyour anchor, and 
the onely He, whom ye ſhall look ro fee if peace . Pray 
for me his _ & A ————— 
mopg you to feed hi le, Grace, grace be with you. 
cAberd, er Td en Yours wn bis fewees Lord 
Jeſus, $.R. 


O14 Ts 
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T7 JOHN FLEMING 
Bailiff of Leith, 
Worthy Sir ; 


Race, mercy & peace bete you : The Lord hath 
brought me ſafe to this ſtrange town : Bleſſed be 
his holy name: 1 find his croſs cafic and light, and 1 hope 
he ſhall be with his poor fold lofeph , who is ſeparated 
from his brethrea: His comforts have abounded ro- 
wards me , as if Chriſt thought ſhame { if I may ſpeak 
ſo ] re be in the common of (ſuch a man, as I am, 
and would not have. me loſe any thing in his errands: 
My enemies have, bcfide their intention, made me more 
blefſed, and have pur me ina {weeter pofleſſion of Chriſt, 
then ever I had before; Only the memory of the fair 
daycs, Ihad, with my welbeloved , -amoogſt the lock 
incaaſted ro me, keepeth me low , and ſowreth my 
unſeen joy : But it muſt be ſo, and he is wiſe, who 
" enroureth me this way: For that which my brethren 
Have and I want ,} atd others of this world have, Iam 
content ,. my faith will friſt God my happineſs: No Son 
offenderh , that his father giveth him nor hire twice a 
year; for be istoabidein ogy » when the inheritance 
is to be divided : it. is God's children live upon 
hope than upon hire, Thus remembring my love to 
your worthy and Kind wife : I bleſs you and her, and all 
yours, inthe Lord's name. hy 
eAberd. Sept. 20. Yours in his only, only Lord 
1637. Feſus, S,R, 


T WILLIAM GLENDINING 
Baibff of Kirkcudbright. 
Worthy Sir ; 


Race, mercy & peace beto you : I am well, honour 
(GG be to God, -& as well as a rejoycing ſO of 


Chriſt can be, hoping that one day He, for whom I vow 
ſuffer, ſhall enlarge me, & put me above the threatoings 
of ment Fam ſometimes fad , heavy & caſten down, at 
the memory of the fair days I had winh Chriſt , ate 
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Epiſt, r 57, L:uTTz Rk 3147 
woth, Atcabritht, &c. The remembrance ofa 
encreaſerh huoger iu a hungry man; but who kaoweth, | 
buc our Lord will yet cover a table in the wilderneſs to 
his hungry bairns,& build the old waſte places in Scotland, 
& bring home Zion's captives: I defice to ſec uo more 
ratings Gght , till I (ce the Lamb qa his throue , then ts 
ce Mount Zion all green with , and the dew Iyi 
uponthe rops of the graſs, & the crown pur upcn Chrilt's 
head in Scot/znd again : And I believe it ſhall be fo, aud 
that Chriſt ſhall mow down his enemies, & fill the pits 
with their dead bodies. 1 find people here dry & uncowh: 
A man pointed at for ſuffering dare not be countenanced; 
ſo that am liketo fit mine alone upon the ground : Buc 
my Lord payeth me wcll home again, for 1 have neither 
tongue , aor pen, nor heart to expreſs the [weertnelſs & 
excellency of the lore of Chriſt:Chriſt's hooy-combs drop 
hopy, & floods of confolation upon my ſoul :» My chains 
are gold : Chriſt's crols is all overguildedand perfumed : 
His priſon is the garden and orchard of my delights: 1 
would go through burning-quick ro my lovely Chriſt: I 
flcep in his arms all the night, & my head betwixt his 
breaſts, My welbeloved ſs wx lovely : This is all 
nothing , to that which my ſoul hath felt ; Let uo mans 
for my cauſe, (car at Chriſt's crols: if my ſtipend , place, 
eountrey, credit , had been an Earldom, a Kingdom ten 
Kingdoms, & a whole earth ; all were too lirtle for the 
crown and fcepter of my royal King : Mine cnemies, 
mine enemies have made me bleſled. They have ſent me 
to the bridegroom's chamber; Love is his bannec over 
me: Llivea Kings life : 1 want noching but heavenand 
the poſſeſſion of the crown : my earneſt is great ; Chriſt 
5 nO niggard to me, Dear Brother , be for Tie Lord Jeſus 
and lus heart-broken bride. I need not [1hope] remem- 
ber my diſtceſlcd brother ro your care, Remember my 
loveto your wife. Let Chriſt want nothing ofus : Bis 
rage {hall be rolled in the blood of the flain of 
» grace bewith you : pray for Chriſt's 


2.1, Yours in his ſaveet Lord 
leſus, $, KR 
O 5 To 
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To ROBERT GORDON 
Of Knockbrerx. 
Dear Brother. 
Race , mercy and peace beto you : Tam by God's 
mercy come how to Aberdeen , the place of my 
confinement, and ſctled tn an honeſt man's howſe: 1 find 
no fer cold \Þ general, A dry ue kindue(s, 
er 1 find a lodging m of many ſtrangers: M 

Chat joy. or again, and | findold (oces bleeding 
ef new; fo ons and painful is an wwdercotted con- 
ſcience; yer 1 an eye to the blood, that isphyfick for 
ſack ſores: Bat yerily , 1 ſee Chriſtianity is conceived: to 
be more calie & lighter ther iris; fo that I fomerimes 
think , 1 never kucw any thing , bar che lerters of that 
name; far our nature contents 4t ſelf with little in godli- 
nels. Our Lord; Lord, feemerh ro us, ten Lord Lords : 
letle holineſs in ovy bailance is much, becauſe it is our own 
bolineſs ; & we love to lay ſmall burdens upon our ſoft 
narures , and to make @ fair courtway toheaven: And 
I know it were neceffary'to take more pains chen we 
do, and not to make heaven a city more cafilyraken, 
then God hath madeit : I perſwade my (elf, many ron- 
ners ſhall come 'thort Seger intment. Oh! how 
cafic is it to deccive our ſelves, and rofleep, and wiſh 
that heaven may fall down in our laps'! Yerfor all my 
Lord's gleoms , I find him freer, gracious, loving , 

kind: and 1 want both peo and words to ſer forth « 
Fairneſs, beauty and ſweetneſs ofChriſt's loye,and the ho- 
nour ofthis croG of Chriſt , which isglorious to me, tho' 
the world rhinketh ſhame thereof: Iverily thiok , that 
the croſs of Chriſt would blath and chink ſhame of theſe 
thinſkined worldlings , who are fo married to their cre- 
dic , thar they are aſhamed of the ſofferings of Chriſt, 
© the honour, ro be ſcourged , ſtoned with Chriſt , & 
togothrough a furious-faced death to lifeeternal ! Bur 
men would have Lawborrosagaiuſt Chri s. Now, 
Ay deer Brother , forgernort the priſo 
I fee very few here, who kindly fear 
with you. Let wy loyein Chuilt apd ion be 
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remembred to your kind wife, «7 RA Ar 
all friends. The Lord Jelus be with your Spirir. 
eAberd. Sept. 20. Yoars in his only, only Lord 
LC(*6. leſus, S. R. 


To EARLESTOWN Tounger. 


| Much honoured Sir, 
"\ Race , mercy & peace beto you : I am well, Chriſt 
rriumpheth in me, bleſſed be bis name : I have all 
things, 1 burden no man: 1 ſee, this earth & the fullneſs 
thereof ismy father's: ſweet , ſweer is the croſs ofmp 

Lord. 'Thebleſſing of God npon the crofs of my Lord + 
Jeſus, My enemies have courribuced ( befide their de- 

fign) to make me blefled, This is my palace , not m 

priſon ; eſpecially, whea my Lord ſhineth & ſmilct 
upon his poor afflicted and fold Tojeph's who is lepa- 
rated fromhis brethren: Butoften he hiderh himſelf, & 
there is a doy of law, and a court of chall within me; 
I know nor; if fenced in God's name, but Oh my negledts: 
Oh my anſcen guilrineſs ! 1 imagined, thara ſufferer for 
Chriſt kepe the keys of Chriſt's treaſure, and might take 
out his wombful of comforts , CON ; bur 
ſee , a ſufferer and witneſs will be at the door 
aſwell as another poor finger, and roeat with the 
bairns, and to takethe by. board. Thus crols hath let me 
ſee, that heaven is not at the next door, and that 
itisa caſtle not ſoon taken : 1fſcealſo , it is neither pain 
nor art, to play the hypocrite: We have all learned to- 
ſell our ſelves for double price , and to make the people, 
whocall ren twenty, and twenty an hundred, cfteem 
os half gods, or men fallen out of the clouds: Bar Oh 7 

neerityy ſincerity ,if1 knew what incerity meaneth, Sir » 

ay the foundation thus , and ye ſhall not ſoon ſhrink, - 
nor be ſhaken: make tight work ar the bottom , and 
your {hip ſhall-ride againſt all forms , if withal your 
anchor be taſtned upon good ground, I mean within 
the vail: and verily I think this is .4l!, ro gain Chriſt; 
All other chings are ſhadows , drcams , tanſies and no- 
thiog. Sir, remember W to your mother ; Fpry 
6 iS c 
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mercy and grace to her: 1 wiſh her ongoing roward 
heaven: AsIpromiſed to: wrice, ſo thew het, 1 want 
nothing in my Lord'sſervice, Chriſt will nor bein ſuch a 
poor man's common asmine. Grace be with you. 
: «Aberd. Sept. 22. Yours inhis ſweet Lord 
I637, Jeſus, $, R. 


m—_———— 


7% JOHN GORDON. 


Worthy and Dear Brother ; 


CG Race, mercy & peace be to you: I have been too long 
in writing to you , but multicude of letters caketh 
much time from me. I bleſs hisgreat name , whom I 
ſerve inthe ſpirit, if it came to voting amongſt Angels and 
- "men, how excellent and ſweet Gkriſk is, even in his 
| and in his croſs, I cannot bur vote with the 
vt, all that is in him, both croſs and crown, 
kiſſes avd glooms, embracements and frownipgs and 
ſtrokes arc ſweet and glorious: God fend me no more 
7 (pigs heaven or out of heaven, bur Chriſt : Fer 
I nd this world, when I have looked upon it on both 
fides, within and without; and when Ihave ſceneven 
the laoghing and lovely-like fide of is, to be buta fool's 
idol, aclay priſon : Lord , ler it not be the neſt that 
my hope buildeth in. I have ,now cauſe, to judge my 
of this carth not worth a blaſt of ſmoke, or a 
mourh-full of brown bread. 1 wiſh my Hope may take 
+2 ing-leap , and (kip over Time's ures , Sin's 
plaiſtering and gole- foile, this vain earth, and reſt upon 
my Lord. © great is our night-darkneſs in this 
- Wilderneſs! To have any conceit at all ofthis world , is, 
: 28a man would cloſc his handful of water, and , holding 
his hand in the river ſay , all the water of the flood is his; 
as if irwere indeed all within the compaſs of his hand : 
Who would not laugh at the thoughts, of ſuch a crack- 
brain? Verily, they have but an bandful of water , & are 
but like a child claſpiog his rwo hands about a night- 
{hadow, who idolize any created hope, but God. Inow 
4ightlie pur che price of adream, or fable , or black 
| , nothing 
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vothing,upon all things, but God,& that defirable &love- 
worthy one, my Lord Jeſus: Let all the world be nothing 
( for nothing was their ſeed and mother ) and let God be 
all things. My very dear Brother , know , ye arc as gear 
heaven, as yeare far from yoar ſelf, and far fromthelove 
of a bewirching and whoriſh world : For chis world, in 
it's gain & glory , is but the greatand notable common 
whore , that all the ſons of men have been in fancy and 
loſt withal theſe $000. years : the children, that they 
bave begotten with this uncouth & luſtſul lover , are but 
vanity, dreams, gold imaginations and night thoughts : 
For there is 80 good ground here under the covering of 
heaven, for men, and poor wearied ſouls to ſer down their 
foot upon.  O ! be who iscalled God , that, one whom 
they term JeſusChriſt,is worth the having indeed even if I 
had given away all without my eycholes, wy foul, and 
my {elf for ſweer. jeſus my Lord! O let the claim be 
caacelled, that the creatures have to me, except that claim 
my Lord Jeſus hath to me! . Oh that he would claim 
poor me , mylly, light and wortbleſs foul! © thar he 
would purſue his claim ro the utmoſt point , and vor 
want me. For it is my pain , and. remedileſs ſorrow to 
want him. IS nothing in this life, but ſinks, and mires, 
and dreams, and beguihog ditches, apd1ll ground for us 
to build upon. I am fully perſwaded of Chriſts victory 
in Scotland , but 1 fear this land be not yer ripe and white 
for mercy : Yet 1 dare be balfer ( upop my falyation) with 
the loſles of the church of Scotland,that ber foes afternoon 
ſhall ſing dole and ſorrow for evermore , and that wy 
thall once again be cried up, and her {kic ſhall clear : 
vengeance and burning ſhall be to her adverſaries , & the 
fioners of this land. Oh that we could beawakeved to 
prayers and humiliation ! Then ſhould our ſun (hive like 
ſeven ſuns in the heaven, then ſhould the temple of 
Chriſt be builded upon the mountain-tops, 2nd the 
land from coaſt to coaſt ſhould be filled with the 
glory ofthe Lord. Brother, your day-raſk is wearin 
ort, your hour-glaſs of this ſpan-length and hand» 
breadth of life will quickly paſs,and"theretore take order 
and courſe with matters. betwixt you and Chriſt, 
| O 7 t before 
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before jt come to open ing: rhere ate nequarters to 
be had of Chriſt , in open judgment. I know, yeſce your 
chreed wearing ſhort, and that there are not many inches 
to the rhreed's end; and therefore loſc not time. Remem- 
ber me his priſoner, thar it would pleaſe che Lord , ro 
bring me again amongſt you withabuudance of the Gol- 
pel. Grace, grace be with you. 


eAberd. 15 37. Yowrs in his ſweet Lord 
leſus , S.R. 
To Mr. HUGH McKAITILL. 
Reverend & dear Brother; 


I Thank you for your letter : I cannot but ſhew you, 
that as | never expected aty thing from Chriſt , but 
much good and kindneſs ; ſo he hath made me to find it, 
in the houſe of my pilgrimage : And believe me, Byother, 
I give it to you under mine own hgnd-write, that who- 
ſolookethto the white fide of Chriſt's croſs, and can 
take it ay with faith and courage , ſhall find 
it ſucha barden, as ſails are to a ſhip , or wi roAa 
bird. 1 fiod my Lord hath overgui black tree, 
and hath perfamed ir, and oiled it , joy and con- 
folation. Likea fool, once 1 would chide and plead with 
Chriſt, and flander him to others for unkindneſs : bur 1 
truſtin God, not to call his glooms unkind again ; for he 
hath taken from me my ſackcloth: and 1 verily caunor cell 
you, whata poor Joſeph and priſoner ( with whom my 
mother's children were angry ) doth now think of kind 
Chriſt: 1will ckide bo more , providing he will quite 
meall by-gones; for lam poor. I am tavghtinthas ill 
weather, to goon the lee-ſide of Chriſt, and to put him 
in berween me and theſtorm: I rhank God I walk onthe 
Tanoy fide of che brae. 1 wrice it that ye may ſpeak in 
my behalf the praiſes of my Lord to others , that my 
bonds may pteach. O if all Scotland knew the feaſts, 
and love-blenks and viſits, that the Pyelats have ſear 
me unto !I will yerjly give my Lord Jeſus a free diſcharge 
of all, charI, like a fool , laid ro his charge , and beg 
kim pardon tothe mends, God grant , that in wy rewp- 

rauons) 
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tations , I come not on his wrong ſide again , and never 


0 
A pulpic would be a high teaſt ro me , but I dare not ſa 
wap ayer Har, who hath done ir, T am _ 
our of the houſe as yer ; my (weet Maſter ſaith , Ifhall 
have bouſe- room at his own elbow : albeir their ſynagogue 
will wk ce caſt me our. A letter were a work of charuy 
ro ine, Grace bewith you. for me. 

eAberd. Novemb. 22. our Brother and Chriſt's 


1636. priſoner, S.R. 
JAMES MURRAY, 


Dear Brother 4 


| freer your lerrer: lam in good health of body , 
but far betterin my ſoul, *'I find my Lord ao worſe 
then bis word , I will be with him in trouble, is made $00d 
ro me now : He heareth the fighiog of the priſoner. 
Brother , Iam comforted in my royal Prince and King : 
The world knoweth nor our lite, iris a myfterie to them: 
We have the ſunny fide of the world, and our Paradiſe 
is far above theirs, yea our —_— above their laugh» 
ing, which is bur lice the crackling of thorng under a por, 
And therefore, we have good caule to fight ir our, for the 
day of our Laureations approachipg. 1 find my priſon the 
ſweeareſt place , that tyer I was in: ma Lord Jeſus ; 

Find ro me , and hath tkenthe maſk off his face , | 
content to = me all by-gones: I dare not complain 
him. And for my ſilence, Tay ir before Chriſt, lhope 
it ſhall be a ſpeaking filence+ He , who knoweth whark 
would ; knoweth that my ſo} defirerhno, more , bur 
thar King Jeſus may be great inche North of Scotland], in 
the South, and in the gn Pet, through my ſuffer- 
ings, for the freedom of my Lorl's houſe and Kingdom. 
If 1 could keop good quarters in tim ro come with Chriſt, 
1 would fear nerhiog: But Oh! Gh1'T complain of 
= wofal outbreakings ; 1rremble a\rhe remembrance 
ofa new ont-caſt berwixr him and we; ind I have cadſe, 


m—— 


when I conſider , what fick and fad dayes? haye bad, for 
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is abſence, who is now come. IfindChriſt dow not be long 
unkind, our [o/eph's bowels yern within him , he cannoc 
ſmorher love long, it mult break out at length. Praiſe, 
pro with me, Brother , amd defire my acquaintavceto 
Ip me: I dare nor conceal his love to my foul; 1 wiſh 
you all a part of my feaſt , that my Lord Jeſus may be ho- 
noured : [ allow younot to hide Chriſt's bountie to me, 
when ye meet with ſuch as know Chriſt. Ye write no- 
thing to me, what are the cruel mercies ofthe Prelats to- 
ward me: The miniſters of this town, as I hear, in- 
rend thar Iſhall be more ſtrictly confined , or elſe cranſ- 
pamen becauſe they find ſome people afteA me, Graee 
with you. 
cAberd. Nov. 21. Yours in the Lord 
1637. leſus, S.R. 


7 JOHN FLEEMING 
Bailiff of Leith. 
My very worthy Friend ; 

Race, mercy and peace beto you : I received your 
letrer : 1 bleſs my Lord through Jeſus Chriſt, I 
find his word good , 1ſai. 48. 10. I have choſen thee inthe 
furnace of afflition. * And Pal. 91. 15. 1wil/ be wtth bim 
in trouble. I ncver expetted other at Chriſt's hand , bur 
much good and comfort ; and I am not diſappointed : I 
find wy Lord's croſs overguilded and oiled with com- 
torts: 'My Lord hath now (ſhown me- the white fide of 
his croſs : 1 would nor exchavge my weeping in priſon 
with the fourteen Prelats laughter, amid(t their hungry & 
leanjoyes. This. world kroweth not the ſweernelsof 
Chriſt's love, irisa myſtery tothem. Ar my firſt comme 

here, I found great heavnels, eſpecially becauſe it h 
pleaſed the Prelats , roadd this gentle craclry to my for- 
mer ſufferings, ( for i/ is gentle roche ) ro 1nkibice che 
iniſters of the rows to give me the liberty of a pulpit: 
I ſaid, whac aileth Chriſt at my ſervice ? Bur 1 wasa fool, 
he hath chide hipfelf friends with me: if yeand others 
of God's childr-v ſhall praiſe his great name, who makes 
worthleſs mes witnclles ſor him, 7 Grace & ſg 
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more, then my could do; it his glory 
beſcenia me, Iam farisfied z for I wantnokindueſsof 
Chriſt ; And, Sir, I dare | par ents 3 I 
write it to you, thar ye may Praiſe, and defire your bro- 
ther, and others ro joyn key 7 in chis work. This land 
ſhall be made defolare : our inquities are full : the Lord 
ſaith ,--weſhall drink and (puec and fall, Remember my 
love to your good kind wife. Grace be with you. 
eAberd, Nov, 1. Yours im his ſweet Lord 
1636, leſus, S.R. 


T EARLESTOW N Elder. 


Rev: 12.11. And they overcame the Dragon bythe 
blood of the Lamb, and the word of their teſtimony, 
and they loved not their lives unto the death. 

Auch honoured Sir ; 

Race, mercy & be toyon:"1 to fee you 
G it paper, and to be refreſhed by NE but 
defire yon, and charge you to help me to praiſe him, who 
feedeth a poor priſoner with the Finch of his houſe. O 
how welghty is his love! O-but thereis much celling in 
Chriſt's kindneſs! The Amen , the faithful and rrue 
witneſs hath payed me my hundred fold , well told and 
one to the hundred : I complained of bim , but he is 


| —_—_— nothing now. Sir,1 charge you to help me to 
s 


praiſe {s, andto proclaim to others my Bride- 
groom's kindneſs, whole love is berrer then wine. 1 rook 
up an ation againſt Chriſt ; and bought « plea againſt bis 
love, & libelled uokindneſs againſt Chriſt my Lord; '& 1 
ſaid, this is my death , He hath forgotten me : But ty m 

Lord held his peace; & beheld me, & would not contend 
forthe laſt word of flyting , & now he hath chided himſelf 
friends with me: And vow I fee, He muſt be God, 
and I muſt befleſh : Ipas from myſummonds, IL ac- 
knowledge he might have given me wy fill of it, and 
never troubled himſelf : Bat now he Carb away 
the maſk, I have been comforted , he could nor ſmother 


his love- any longer to a priſoner <9 A" 
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God chat I may never. buy «plea againſt Chriſt a- 
Sun hat may keep good quarters with him. | | want no 

) » no love-tokens;. but Oh , wiſe is hislove'! 
for norwithſtanding of; this bot fummer-blenk, 1 am 
keeped low with the grief of my fGilence ; for his wordis 
inme 2s a fire 1n my bowels: and (ſcethe Lord's vine- 
yard [aid waſte , and the heathen entred into the fanc- 
tuary , and my belly is pained, and my ſoul in heavi- 
nels, becauſe the Lord's people are . gone into captivity, 
and becauſe of the fary of the Lord , and char wind, [bur 
neither to fan nor to purge } that is coming ypon Apo- 
ſtare Scotland, Allo 1 am kept awake with the bs 
wrong done to my brother; bur I rruſt ye will counſel 
aud comfort him: Yet in this miſt, 1 lſcc and believe, 
the Lord will heal this she/ting Kirk, and will lay her 
ſtones with fair colours , and ber foundations with Saphires, 
and will make her windows of . Agates , and hey gates Car- 
buncles, Iſa. $4 11, 12. pry braſs be Twill bring 
gold : He hath creared the {mith that formediheſworg, 
no n in war ſhall profper againſt us.  Ler us be 
arias Lord, for tus (alvarion is near to 
come. Remember me to your wife and your ſon 
Jobs: And Lcotreat you to wriceto me. Grace, grace be 


— 
«<Aberd. Decemb. zo, Yonrs in his only, only Lord 
I636. lejus. $. R, 


A» #r. JOHN FERGUSHILL.. 


» 1 Reverend and welbeloved in our Lord lejus ; 

; "FF Muftſtill provoke you ro write by my lines, where- 

. | d norwoader : for the croſs is full of talk, 

and it muſt, -cither good or bad: Neither can 
icfbe fGlenc. Ihave no dittey nor indirement to bring 

apainſt Chriſt's croſs, ſeeing he hath made a friendly 
agreement betwixrt me and it, and we are in terms of 

+ love : If my former miſcarriages, and my now- 
blenc ſcem ro me tb ſpeak wrath from the Lord, 
I dare ſay, it is bur Satan borrowing the »/e and loan of 
my cowardly and feeble apprehenſions , which ſtart ar 
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firaws. | know, faith is not ſo faint and fooliſh , as ro 


tremble as eycry falſealarm; Yer I this ontof it, 
Pi whorare grac'd of God to guide a croſs well, 

that there is art required herein. pray God, 1 
may not be ſo ill friend-ſicad, as thar Chriſt my Lord 
ſhonld leave me', to be my own Tutowr and my own 
Phiſician. Shall I nocchink but my Lord Jeſus, who de- 
ſerveth his own place very well , will take his own place 
= rg me Tee him, & that he will ill bis own 


ic? For inthisis his office, toe » and theſe 
that erecaſten down, in all their tri z Cor. 2. 4. 
Alas, I know, Iam fool to feck an ; ordefet in 


Chriſt's way with my ſoul, If Ihave nota ſtock to pre- 
ſent to Chriſt at his appearance, yer I'pray God, I may 
be able with joy , faith and conſtancy , to ſhew the 
Captain ot my falvation, in that day , a bloody head, 
that I receivedin his ſervice: howbeirt my faich by 
a ſmall tack and rhreed, I hope , the tack {hall nor break 3 
and howbeit my Lord ger no fervice of me but broken 
withes ; yerT ruſt , rhelc (hall be upon Chriſt's 
account. Thave nothing to comfort me , but that I ſays 
Oh! will the Lord diſappoint an hangry on- waiter ? 
ſmell pri Aung ments 6 et eee ſarpals rhe 
uptaking of da'i ſenſe, bl upon my fon!, and 1 
get no-morefor the mean time. lain ſure , tolera 
miching body fee mearand give him none of it, isa | 
pain : OurLord's love iz not focrael, 2s tolera 

man ſee Chriſt and heaven , and never give him more, 
for want of money ro buy ! way, 1 racher think Chriſt 
ſack fair market-wares, us may have -withour 
money and without price: And thus I know, irtball not 
ſtand upon my want of money; for Chriſt upen higown 
charges muſt buy my wedding garment , and-redeers 
the inherirance , which | have Foefeired , and pive his 
word for one the like of me , who am not lew- biding of 
my ſelf: Poor folks muſt eirher borrow or beg from the 


rich , and the odly thing that egmmendeth ro 
Chriſt, is extream neceſſity calc: Chriſt's love is 
ready to make and provide « ranſom and , fora 


poot body , whohath loſt his purſe. MHo\, ye that bove 
ns 
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no money come and buy, Iſa. 55, 1. That is the poor man's 
market. Now, Brother , I ſee, old crofles would have 
done nothing at me ; and therefore Chriſt bath taken a 
new fretb rod ro me , that ſeemerh co ralk with wy ſoul, 
and make me iremble. I have often more ado now with 
faith, when 1loſe my compaſs , andam blown on a rock, 
then thoſe who are my bcholders, ſtanding upon the 
thore, are aware of: a counſel to a fick man is ſooner 
giventhenraken : Lord ſend the wearied man a borrowed 
bed from Chriſt : 1thionk often it is after ſnpper with me, 
lam Leavie: O but I would fleep ſound!y, with 
Chriſt's lefr haod under my kcad, aud his right hand em- 
bracing me: the devil conld not ſpil tharbed, When 1 
confider , how tenderly Chtiſt-hath cared for me in this 
priſon , Ithiuk, he hath handled me as che bairn, thatis 
—_ and bemoaned, Idefireno moreti!! 1 be in beaven, 
ve-ſuch a fealt and fill of Chriſt's lore, as | would have: 
This love would be fair and adoroing paſſements , which 
would begutific and fer forth my black unpleaſanc croſs : 
I canoor tell, my dear Brother , what a great load 1 would 
bear, if1 had a hearty fill of the love of char lovely one, 
Chriſt leſus: Ohif ye would ſeek and pray for tharto 
me! I would give Chriſt all bis love ſtiles and citleg of 
honour, if he would give me bot this : nay, I would 
ſell my (elf (if Icodld ) for that loye. have been wait- 
ingto fee, wha; friends of place and power would do 
for us 5 But when the Lord loofeth the pins of his own 
Tabernacle , he will have himſelfto be acknowledged as 
the enly builder up thereof ; and therefore I would rake 
back again wy bope , that I lent and laid in pawn in mens 
» and gyve it wholly to Chriſt: it is no rime for 

me now to ferup idols of my own: it werea pity ro give 
an ounce weight of by to avy beſides Chriſt: Lihink 
him well worthy of my hope , though it were as 
7 TIT aven avd earth: Happy wereI, if I 
any thing tha: Chriſt would ſcek or accept of : Bur 
now alas, Ice not ſervice I can do cohim , except 
ic beto-talk a little bable, upon a piece of paper, 


concerning the love of Chriſt. 1am often as if my faith 
oe qe 


» fo that I cannot command it; then 
when 
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when he bideth himſelf, 1 run to the other extream , in 

making cach wing aud toe of my caſe as big, as a moug- 

rain + cou And then auſbeliet can jpim ouran hell of 

heavy aud deſponding thoughts : then Chriſt ſceks law- 

berrows of my anbelicring apprehenſions, and chargeth 

me to believe his day-light at midnighe : But 1 make pleas 

with Chriſt , though it be ill my common fo io do: it 
were my happineſs, when I am in his houſe of wine, 

and when I finda feaſt- day , if1 could bearken and beer , 
fur the time to come y 1ja.. 42. 23. Bur I fee, wemuſt 
be of our feet, in wading a deep water; and then 
Chriſt's love findeth timeous employment, at ſuch a 
dead lift as that : And befides , after broken brows, 
bairns learn to walk more circumſpe&ly : if 1 come to 
heaven any way.» howbeit like a tired traveller ppon 
my guide's. ſhoulder, it's good coough for thoſe , 
who have no legs of their ownu or (ed ajadedex? I 
never mocgnt there had been need of ſo much wreſtling), 
ro win tothe top of chat ſteep movntain.,. as now 1 : 
Woe's me for this broken and backſliding Church, it is 
likean old bowing wall , leaning to the one fide , and 
there is none of all her ſons who mls a prop under 
her : 1 know , 1 necd nor bemoan Chriſt , for he careth 
fof his own honour , more then 1 can do; but who 
can blame me ro be woe, [if Ihadgrace ſo todo} to ſee 
my welbeloved's fair face ſpirted upon, and his crown 
plucked off his head , and the ark of God taken , and 
carryed in the Philiſtins cart, , and the kine pur to carry 
it, who will let-uc fall to the ground 2 The Lord put 


to his own helping band. 1 would defire you , to prepare 
your (elt for a fight with beaſts: ye will not get leave 
to ſteal quietly to heaven, in Chriſt's company , with- 


out a conflict and a croſs. Remember my bonds, 
and praiſe my (ſecond and fellow priſoner, Chriſt. Grace 
be with you, 


Yours in Chriſt Ieſus bis 
Lord, $, R. 


eAberd. 1637, 


128 Mr, Ruruzzz60nkD's Epiſt. r66, 
T® WILLIAM GLENDINING. 


Dear Brother ; 


Race , mercy and peacc'be ro you: Your caſe is 
unknown to me ,- whether. ye/ be yer our Lord's 
priſoner at Wigton, or not: Howeverit be, I know, 
our Lord Jeſus hath been cnquiring for you; aud that he 
hach honoured you to beat his chaivs, which is the 
lden end of his croſs ; and {o hath. wailed out a cho- 
and honourable creſs for you: I wiſh you much joy 
and comforrof ic; for I have ing wo lay of Chriſt's 
INS os. Ihope, my i wy 
. meet cirher C or his {weer and eafie croſs. 1 know, 
he ſceketh of us an out-caſt with this houſe of clay , this 
mother-priſon, this carth , that we love full well : and 
verily , when Chriſt ſauffeth my candle , and cauſerh my 
light to ſhine upward , 1t is one of my greateſt woaders, 
dirt and clay hath ſo much coare with a foul not 
made ofclay , and that our ſoul goerh our of kind (o far, 
as to makean idol of this carth , ſuch a deformed halo, 
as that it ſhould wrong Chriſt of our love. How faſt , 
hew faſt doth our ſhip fail ! And bovy fair a wind hath 
Time , to blow us off theſe coaſts, and this land of dying 
and periſbing things ! And alas! our ſhip failerh one 
way , andficerth many miles in one hour, to haſten us 
upon crergity , andour love and hearts are ſailing cloſe 
backover, and {wimming rowards eaſe, lawleſs pleaſure, 
vain IEng riches", and to baild a tools neſt, 
I know not z and to lay our eggs within the ſes- 
z and faſten our birs of broken anchors npon rhe 

| in the world, this fleeting and periſhiog 
fey ud rhe mean while, time and tide carry us upon 
life, and there is daily leſs and leſs oil in our 
lamp, and leſs and les ſand in our watch-glaſs, O-what a 
wiſe courſe were it for us, to look away from the falſe 
beaary ot our borrowed priſon, and to mind and eye and 
luſt g- g Lord, Lord, take us home. a 
ndy ſelf, I chiok, ifa poor, weak , dying theep ſeek for 
anold dike, and the lee fide of ag hill, ina torm, wy 


ſhall never 
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Epiſh, 2687 LuTTzks 329 
cauſero-lopg for a covert from this ſtorm in heaven: I 
know none will cake my room over my head rhere : Bur 
certainly ,. fleepy bodies would be ar reft and « well 
made bed, and an old crazed bark at a (hore, and a 
wearicd cravellcr.at home, and a breathicls hare at 
rink's end. I ſee nothiog in this life bur fin, and the ſowre 
fruits of fin: and O what a burden is fin? and what g 
ſlavery and miſerable boudage is it, to beat the nod atid 
a's and nay's of ſuch a lord-maſter as a body of fin! 
Truly whea I think of ic, it is a wonder that Chriſt- 
makech no fireandalbes of ſuch adry branch, as lam. 


_ I would oftes lie dawn under Chriſt's feet , and bid him 


rrample upon me, when 1 confider my gailtineſs : Bur 
ſeeing he hath ſworn , eg poreayygonches pr 
changeable coveyant , I oO -£60Mm , amongſt 
reſt of the ill learned bairns , and muſt cumber the Lord of 
off legs and arms , and deſtroy this body of fin, and: 
make a hole ora breach ia rhis cage oftecatrh, thar che bird 
may fice out , and the impriſoned ſoul beat liberty. In 
> pp leaſt — love is 
weet of marriage wi Bri 

ol ain ome vial on wang. chareeben Chrc' 
ſummer-birds thall fog, upon the branches of rhe rree 
Cope henornng of gur centelondentyis ies 

ng of gur welbelo his Bri 

a. rat ep A When 1 think of this , Ithiak 


| winters, and-ſummers , and years, and dayes , and 


timedo me apleaſure , that they ſhorten this wntwited 
and weak threed of my life, and that chey putfin and mi- 
ſeries by bend , & that they ſhall carry me ro my Bride» 


groom within a clap. Dear Brother, pray for me, that it 


would pleaſe the Lord of the ow 51 , to give me houſe- 
room , to preach his righteouſneſs again to the great 
lon, Grace , grace be with you, Remember 


- meto your wiſe, 
berd Yours in his ſweet Lord |. 
1637: leſus , 5. RK. 


To 


- —_—_—_——A_ _ 


z3® Mr, RyTHESRFOORD'S Epiſt, 267. 
T6 tbe" Lady CULROSS. 


Rev. 7. 14: Theſe are they which came out of great 
bulation, and have washbed their robes, and 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. 


MAD A M; 
Race, mercy and peace be multiplied u ou: I 
greacly long to be refreſhed wich your deter I 
am now [ all honour and glory to the King eternal , immor« 
tal and inviſible ] in better terms wich Chriſt , then 1 was. 
I, like a fool, ſummoned my huſband and Lord, and 
libellcd unkindneſs againſt him ; bat now , Lpaſs from 
that fooliſh parſuit ; I give over the plea ; heis God, and 
Iam man: I was looſing a faſt done, and digging at 
the ground ſtone [ the love of my Lord ] to ſhake and 
unſertle it ; but God be thanked, iris faſt; all is ſare: 
in my priſon , he bath ſhown me day-light ; he dowght 
not hide his love any longer : Chriſt was diſguiſed and 
maſked, and I apprehended ir was not he;& he hath ſaid, 
It is 1, be not afraid: and now his love is better then wine, 
Oh that all the virgins had part of the Bridegroom's 
love, whereuponhe maketh me to feed! Help me ro 
- praiſe: Icharge you, Madam, help meto pay praiſes , 
* and tell others, the daughters of leruſalem, how kind 
Chriſt is ro a poor priſoner : he hath payed memy hun- 
dred fold, itis well rold me, and oneto the hundred : 
,. Tam nothing behind with Chriſt : Lernot fools, becauſe 
3» their lazic ſoft fleſh, raiſe a flander and an ill rt; 
the croſs of Chriſt : ir is ſweeter then fair: I ſee, 
groweth beſt in winter: This poor , perſecuted 
= , chis lilic amongſt the thorns, ſhall bloſſom, and 
h upon the gardiner; the huſband-man's b 
light upon it. Oh if I could be free of jraloufieso 
Chriſt, afrer this; and believe, and keep good quarters 
wich my dearcſt huſband! for .he hath been kiadrothe 
ſtranger: and yet in all this fair hor ſummer weather, 1 
am keeped from ſaying , it is good to be bere, with my 
filence, and grief, to ſee my mother wounded, and her 
vail taken from her , and the fair Gas: 


as = Q9V__ =  R RAS 6&4 = a_— etl. 
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a TLEn-< acarets 
jm is heavy 
Limp people, nd af of + 

ear ,and his ficrce indignation againſt Apoſtare Sevr- 
and 
0: 1 act's cenderbile; Yoo 
t:l | Chriſt , bur to make an open 
mor and of his ſoft and ſweet ki 
was. 
and 
rom 
and 
g at 
2nd 
_ 

t 
od 
aid, 
10C. 
2"m's 
E ro 
ſes , 
kind the bowels of Chriſt, faint not : 
hun- neceſlity ot heayen ; ye muſt needs haveit: All o- 
ed: t things, ohouſee, lands, childees; bus {band friends, 


auſle country, credit, healch, wealth , honour, may be wan« 


IGrts ted; bur Heaven is your one thing neceſſary , —— 
uy thay 


ſee, that hail not be' taken from you: See that ye 
uted field where the pearl is: fell alt, nd 
and chaſe of fatration; think it por cafic , for it is 'a Hep: 
ing aſcent + ro eternal glory : Many are licing dead by the 
esO way, thatare flain with ſecuricy; Lhave now been led 
rrers by my Lerd Jeſus to ſuch. a nick in Chriſtianity , =. 
>the think linle of former chings. Oh what I want! | want 

» 1 many thidgs, that'l am almoſt aſking, if 1 had 
my any” thing” ar- all: Every man thiukech he is rich: 
| her enoughin grace, till he rake out his purſe, andrel}þis 
money , and then he finderh his pack rpoor and lights 


Fs, 


_ 


T'Þ 


' 344 Mr. RuTtHz»ztrootD's Epill. 168; 
8 the day of a rial. 1found, [1 had-zor to bear 
ſhould have fainted , if wan and 
me to the ſtore-houſc of all. gay 
conſcience of your ways: deal kindly and 
your Tewants: : to fills breachoc 
greater breach in the conſcience 
renin > ry makdhe hs 
it not” £ after the- laſt 
trampetis bloven , 'the world Maw glory will bg 
like an vid houſe, that is;burot to eons and like an 
eld/allen raſtiewithouraroof.! Fyy:fy upon us , tools, 
who think our-felyes debters to the-world. My Lord 
hath brought me ro' this y, that 1 would got give a drivk 
of cold water for this wetd's kindfie(s > I'wonder that 
aneo long afrer;, love , 6rcarefor theſe feathers: itis-al- 
moſt an ro me, to think , thac» men are 
Jo mad as to met, dead earth: to give our conſcience 
andtoger in Rd nA is A 5 bargain. I have 


; write A 
me again his anc in my prayers , 
am looking. G1 ca0ps oi foerbim.om) Ss coun- 


'delis, Ebearwith him, when paſkon overtakerh 
him 514.7 pe wrathz anfwer him 
inwhathc peakerh , and your {elf inthe foar of 
God to him ,'andtben ye will remove 2 weight of 
PIG , that way, and ſoit ſhall become light. 
Chriſt bideth himſelf, wait On , and make dintill 
; iris not timethen to be careleſly patient ; 1 
Juze ir, ered. x2/x cmghgedico-ac his ſwiles: yet 
believe his love na and believing , in 
the dark : Ye muſt to \Gright old up your head 
above thewater ; even when thie ſenſe of his preſence is 
not with you , ro hold up your-chin; Itraſtin God, he 
ſhall bring your ſhip ſafe roland. 1 counſel you , ſtudy 
fandtification, and to be dead to this world : urge kind- 
nels on Kiockbrex : labour to bencfir by his-company, 
\— tance int with Chriſt, 1 the help of your 
pra $1 forger not you: counſel your halband , 
ro tardy _— the Lord's face: thew him 
from ime, tharmy joy and: deſire is Ts 
or 


255 yourtaſband & eel of your childein 
be laid, Faminovui your houſe,through 
-bath-exercije. 


To JONET CE HM 
on Yew 7 Thivaw'y Ro 


<verd were. '1 woald not 
ofclay upenthe earth. » 
eo ow ee .-heake wormhartith 
therruch 


YE Chriſty char Þnow ſuffer for , tC 


bread oh Lana this cl 
our ſoul, it is the poitiou baſtards; ty > 
childof God ; therefore ſeok your facher's hetirage: ſend 
up yourhcarttoſec the dwelling houſe and fart rooms, 
i» the new City : Fy, fy upon theſe, who cry , up with 
the world; and down with Conſcience and Heaven : We 
have bairns wits , and therefore we cannor prize Chriſt 
_ Counke your buchow ae mother to make _ 
yis dra n P: me 
priſoner of Cheiſt canner terter Tow "S 


eAberd. Febr. 20, Your lawful Paſtor and 


1639, Brother,$. R. 
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| Mr. RurHsnrOORD's FEpiſt. 176, 
TwjLod CRAIGHALL. 


My Lord; | 
Received Mr. , wyeandnges” wok & his learned 
—_—_— inthe matter of Ceremonies: 1 owe re- 
TpeRt to the man's learning , for thaz_ | hear him. oppoſir 


534 


one ) sbouldbethe rule of vate Chriſtian. 1 only 
viewed the notion the bearer haſting me 
ro write. the worthy man pat fo fea in this con- 


callerh refuſers.of ity : / & ler me layit; I am. more 
copfirmed io ty > when 1 fee agreat wit 
play the ageat ſo flenderly ; but I will lay the blame on 


- theweakneſs of the cauſe, nor on the meannels of Mr. L's 
: ing. Ihaveevet been and till am confident , thar 
Brittain cannot anfwer one argument « ſcandalo | & I 
longed much to hear Mr.L. {peak to che cauſe; & I would 
ſays if fome ordinary Divine had anſweredas Mr.L. does, 
that he underſtood 'not the nature of Scandal: burl dare nor 
vilific that worthy manſo. I am now upon the heat of 
ſome other employment , I ſhall, God willing, anſwer 
this, tothe ſaitsfying of auy not prejudged, Lavill uot 
fay, that every one is acquaiat with-the reaſon, in m 

letter, from God's preſence & bright ſhining face, in (i af. 
fering for chis caulce: Ariſtotle never knew the mediur of 
the concluſion; & Chniſt ſaith, few kyoww it. See Rev. 2. 
17. Iamſare, a conſcience , ing.in aw of the'Al- 
mighty , & fearing to makea little bin the bottom for 
fearof under- water , is a ſtrong medium, tohold off an 
erroncous concluſion , in the leaſt wing or tith of ſweer, 
foreer Truth,that concerneth che royal Prexogariveof our 
Kingly & higheſt Lord Jeſus: And my winefs is in hea- 
yen , [ſaw neither pleaſure nor profit gor honour , to 


E "Fx 97 Bo Oacvrod 9 ee am A CR. 9... 


[ 


SEE ng 


pilt. 171. Lartraxs. WAS >, 5 
me, or catch me, in cntring io priſon for Chriſt, bur 
the winton' my face for t —__ :' Andifl my 
toſſcep ira whole ſkin ,- with the eaſe & preferir delight," 
that I a wow this fide of ſun & moon, T ſbouldbave hve 
at caſe fy good ,to fareas well as ortifts. The Lord 
knowerh, I rred'preaching of Chriſt, & {Kll do , ro 
apy ching next to Chriſt btmlelt:'& their 'riew' Canons 
rook my one, my one joy from me, which was rs me , as 
the poor man's one eye that had nomoe;' &#las ! there is 
little lodging in their heart for pity or merey , to pluck 
ont a poor man's one eye, for eibing indifferent, i. e. for 
hnots of ſraws, and things ( as they mean ) off the way ro' 
heaven, THefire nor, that my name cake journey, aud go 


4 pilgrim det, for feat I come in theeatrof An 
_ lam ſufhiei butyt 4tready. lathe mearr” 
rime, be pleaſedco try, it the Bilhop of $. Andrews , & 


Glaſpow , Gelloway's Ordinary , will be pleaſed ro a< 
duce lhoak the hear of their wrath ;-ahd- let megoromy 
charge. Few kuow the heart of a priſoner; yer 1 hope 
theLord ſhall te his own glory, 6ur of as knorryrimber;” 
asl am, Keep Chriſt, my dear and worthy Lord: pretended 
peper-arguments from angeting the mother-Chrurch, thar- 
can reel and nod & ſtagycr , are got offuch weight , us” 
with the farber and huſband ; let thewife gloom, 
'carenot, ifthe boſband hugh. Remember my ſervice 
to my Lord your Father, & mother, & your Lady, Grace 
be with you. 
eAberd. Jan, 1.4. Yowrs at all obedience in” 
I647. Chriſt, SR. 
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To bis Reverend and Dear Brother 
AM. ROBERT BLAIR: 
Reverend & dear Brothes; - 

He reaſon e for your not writing to me, af-- 
FT ſeauth memach, & girethmeadath + when ſack ' 
ARONCRS papepinionotomet op Gagan 
The truth is; when come hometo my ſelf, O what pes ' 
nary do I find, and how GR Ines 
. = : 


Mr. Ry T:H,:8300hÞ's iſt. 19r5 


andhow litcle-kave 1! He, to whom Lam as » and 


: Buy-leſt = ets 


$: a$ mp 


lowi and | 

Were inheayom had cho crow onmy brat, if Froemd 
"eo lecing my 

I lneain ar tciabagtny Lord, 


TD dlemmagion with Ghgiſt , is, tha: L creature 
; n= 


what have g& _ 
eminent lenge they <a Boe call Thegrace ry open; God, the way of free 
zedem prion in ax cd poor., pooCl, dead in 
law, wasſold, fexccred _— umpriſoned i in Juſtice's cloſeſt 
gg which is hell and damnation; when I, a wretched 
» lighted upon noble leſus Grp hind Ieſus, tender- 
hearted leſur-$ way, he. lightetopon me firſt , and 
knew.me, Lfound that he [corned to takta price or any 
rhing, hike hire, of odugets » ot Sergphinss , or any of his 
creatures; and therefore, I wotfdpraife tim $, that 


lame — per ubitur whey wwe car iron 7 wn —_ 


q 


to heaven. ©. | 


+8-$5”" 4 
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FT OFowy HEE 


wn ESETSEEA) 


mplens LorTre%59, 
exrrame with Chaift', 1 OPS _ 

Gamped-iz,.& walhenic & me both | And for 
mn I ſe fomewhacr better 4; 06W4-ifmy 
Fra yon py Ap marnnade ot and, Maitec lay, 
onthee tbo jpeaknone. 1 

would rev 4 area dinantrebel ſ{mothered un- 
der aſhey/ withouc hight or flame: 1 cannoyhelpice £ 
ap IRoane Asfor your 
journeys F. yedo well w.follew ic; The amp is Chriſt's 
ordinary bed : A capried bed: is uidly wo: the Beloved, 
Jown in:thislawer houſe; is way be, and bo knoweth 
baryon Ci, , Jearc ſameto : pes. 
you rangry mot you lodging & bouſe-room 
with hec., "Chriſt's call to unknown faces ruſt be your: 
«d-wind , ſcring-ye cannot have'a frſt. O that our 


Locdwomd act gain) with a new viſip, this pieces 


withered und dry of our widaw-mount Zidn ' 
Dear Brother, 1 will think it comfort, it ye ſpeak my 
name coour wel beloved : wherever yeare. lam mind- 


we rovel 
cherjalus kad rayilone' Let matjare thamur ng licks I 
have ſome more ro do with Chriſt ; / you | rt 


Now 'the ae genre 116 
Genet Gadatpen, chal ithand canons you, 


coming 
eAberd. Sept. 9: Yours it hif lwvely and fweet 
I'637: v0 * Land-leſue; S.R. 


Torbe Lacy 

G4 RL Bo TO - Nv 

MISTRESS; 

prion = x od tema W! foul longeth” 
Ge cneoroyanr MG bogh6 
EE IF x nt ut born Bur F 

know not'if, be in whoſe hands arcall onrwayes, feeth it 
expedicatfor "tis glory: ou mn: og "3 


FLA 'Mr, RuTHLKTOOR D's FEpiſt.1792, 
miſſion of fpirit , ſe he ſhould tyrn meinto a 
ſRoae or pillar offale, Oh that I werebe, in whom my 
Lord could be glorified, _—_ my little heayen were 
rs ro buy to him ptr mee ney on 
© my want of his preſeyce, - and ſeparation from 
Cheſt were a illar , weigh a nes hawens, for Chriſt's 
3 to ſtand upon, above all the world +} What am 
ro ex Obes + -=7 am I ( though Yo 11m wagon 
out, as asthe moraing light to a high, to 
ſach a lofty ,” to ſuch x wears}. cab admired ls 
rious Lord! My trials-are beavy, becauſe of my ſad 
fobbaths ; but1 , they are leſs theamy bigh pro- 
vocations: I ſeek no more, ,but that Chriſt be the 
gainer ,and I the loſer ; that he may berailed and height 

ned, and 1 cryed down, and my worth' madedu 
fore bis glory. Oh thar Scotland, all wich one thout, 
would cry up Chriſt, and that his name were high in 
thisland ! I find the very acmoſt borders of Chriſt's 
high excellency and deep fwcerneſs; heaven and-carth's 
wonder,, Owhat is He, if 1 could wis-in to ſee his 
| inner-ſide! Ohlamrundryof loving, and wondering » 
and adoring of that | and moſt admirable one ! 
Woe, wor is me , | Thave- not half-love for him! 
Alas what can.my dropdeto his great ſea! What gain 
it to Chriſt, char 1 have caften my little ſparkle-in 
his great fize + What can I givero him ?. Oh that I had 
lovs:o fill a thouſand ds, that EO my 
foul of it all upon Chriſt? Ithink I have now juſt reaſon 
roquire my parcof- any hope or love that Thave to this 
ſcum , & the refuſe ofthe droſs of God's workmanthip, 
this vain earth : 1 owe to this ſtormy world { whoſe kind- 
neſs & heart to me hath been made of iron, or of a piece 
of a wilde ſea- [ſland,that never a creature of God yer lodg'd 
in] nota look: I owe it no love, no hope; & therefore, Oh 
if my love were dead toir, & my fogldead toir! What 
am 1 obliged to this Louſe of my pilgrimage ? Aſtraw 
for all that God hath made , tom foul's liking , except 
God, & that lovely one leſwe Chriſt : Secing Iam vor this 
worle's debrer,[ defire,L may be ſtcipped of all confidence 
in any thipg, Sreny Lond; The Row 0 RATE» KANE 
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Epiſt, 173- \ Lnrtan% .. . 
for my only, only , only Lord ; that be may be the mx , 
nipg and eveni _ the root of | 


Ie the heave & flower ? of all my ſfoul's 

Is, Olet me never lodge any creature in my Ee: 203 x" 
m dence! Let the houſe be for him: I rejoyce , that fad: 
t's dayescat off a piece of the leaſe of my ſhort life; & char, 
m my lhadow [even while 1 fufter ] weareth long, & my' 
od eveaing haſtencth on, Ihave cauſe ro enony due, | 
to all my heart, & to cake the opportumiey of the day, ro ha- 
o- ſten ro the eud of my journey, before the night come 
ad on , wherein a man cannot [ceto walk or work ; that © 
0= once after my falls, I may at night fall-in, weary & 
he tired as I am, in Chriſt's boſom, and berwizt his” 
- F breaſts: Oucpriſon cangor be'our beſt councrey: This 
x F{ world looketh notlike heaven andthe happineſs,that our” 
ats tired ſouls would be ar; & therefore it were good to (eek © 
in about for the wind , & hoiſe up our ſailes towards our 
I's new Jeruſalem, For that is. our beſt. Remembet a priſoner” 
n's to Chriſt, Grace, grace be with you. 

his eAberd, 1637. Yaurs in bis only Loyd and 

+ Maſter > 3, R, 

c! —_— Ca 

n 1 To my Lord 

in CrRAIG'H A LL 

ny Received one letter of your Lo: from C. & another'of * 
on late from A. B. wherein I find your Lo : in perplezity / 
his what todo: But ler me entreat your Lo: pot tocauſe ' 
ip, your ſelfmiſtake Traih and Cheiſt, becauſe rhey ſeem to © 
-\ eycounter with your peace & caſe: Ady Lord, remember - 
ce chara priſoner hath written it to you , As the Lord liveth, * 
7'd if ye put to Your band with other .Apoltates in this land , to * 
oh pull dowy the ſometime beautiful tabernacle of Chriſt inthis * 
hat land,” and joyn hands with them in one hair-bredth, to” 
aw welcome” c Antichriſt to Scotland, there is orath gone © 
pt out from the Lord againſt you and your houſe.” If the tetrox © 
his ofa King hath overtaken you , and yourLo: lookerh to 


fleep in your neſt in peace, and to take the neareſt ſhore, - 
nes Wing Yo7w 109 tpg mgny wayes, he 5 
-y n 


od Yout hey" Ha ee 6 TEN. 
; = "1 


| comp tait t6 them) they will ſay; Phat is that tous? Be - 
=o. Ser pu icy or that he is ont able ro 


fee : Oftivo ite tht fe camror paſs take the leaſt : + 


Some few COD ottt in our blacks and 
<bire's Cour or ee Peehiity is nearer to you , then 
yeate twate of: © oo in a wink of deledtion, 
when an Tyne _ EE ſtirrio Di looking 
wr fg withif Thatye arcges 
Netw is, # ſtep tothe fis's it the ht 


reader tuber fr oi near that fin, or «fl I mak | 


Audifthis, for which I now ſiſfer, be not 
the wiy ofptace, and the Ki *s bigh-way co Glvation, I 
believe there is 6t's Way arall;”There is nor ſuch breadch 
and e{bow-room in the ro heaven, as men believe. 
Howbeit this day be bot Chriſt's, the morrow ſhall be 
his:- I believe a utedly , our Lord ſhall repair the old 
waſte places and his ruined houlc , in Scotland ; and this 
wilderueſs ſhall yer bloffom as the roſe. My Ver 
worthy and dear Lord, Wait fpon him, who bideth h 
face from the houſe of Facob, and look for him: wair 
Javens'y a lictle apep the bridegroom's return a 
01 $a Toa! thay yy d abd ye roay rejoyce wit a 
I dart pawnd my life and ſoul for ir, 
if ye take this ſtorm with botn-down Chriſt, your ikic 


ſhall clear , and your fair morning daws. 
Think eruith is?) thar Chriſt is juſt now ſaying, 
_ leave me ?- Ye have a fair occahon ro 


—_ now, if ye will ſtay with him, aod 
the night's ſeep __ EG Saviour , one 
Kout, Sow when Sotiefth fallen aflcep,and leaverh 
" Chiriſtro fend for Dimſelf, 1 | profels my (elf bur a weak 
feeble man > when 1 Ls ficſt to Chriſt $camp » Ihad 
nochiagto miitcais this wat , or to bear meont inthis 
encounter, and T ain” fittle better yer ; bot fince, I find 
facnicure ,. armour and ſtrepgth from the Eee 
Cap- 


PB EDD _EECU Dp Oo == Oo OH me o©ny bd Ka waa *t «3a. a as” > Mood . a fo. oa. a=. a@iJo cow 


", 


"" " - 
wt LrF Prince'of out” alvation, 


through' ſuffering: T efſteety 
pln Lie . I find , rhat our wants quali | 
ho your Zo: write, ye" deſpair into” 
ſuch a communion and wihip , ( which I would 


not have you to think”) yer "would ye 76 tho 
courageoul)y venture, ro make over to , tor his 
honour tow lyiog at the ſake , eſtate , place.and 
honout ; He would lovingly largely require you ,- 
and give youz King's word for arecompenſe: Vencure 
upon Chriſt's com, and I dare (wear ,” ye thall fay , as- 
itis Pſal, 16/7. 1 bleſs the Lord who yeve me counſel. 
My very worthy Lord, many eyes, in boch che king- 
dsms , arc upon you now, and the eyc"of our Lords 
it your ſelf mantully for Chriſt : Spill 
play: Subſcribe a blank ſubmiſſiop, and 
put it in Chriſt's hands: Win, win the bleſſibgs and 
of your' ſighing and forrowful morber-c 
fee ing your help : Win Chriſt's boad'{ whois a Ting: 
othis word ] for a hundred fold moreevenib this life. 1 
If a weak man bath paſt a proiniſe to a King, to'make - / 


upon you: 
not <t cant 


-@ flipto Chriſt , ( if we look to fle{hand blood, I'wondet * 


not-ot it , poſſibly 1 might have done worſe- my elf, -- 
but ) add - not further guiltineſs, to go on in ſhch-a * 
ſcandalous and foro! way : Remember that there is @ © 
wot, Woe'ts him by whom offences come: This9wwor came” 
out of Chrift's monrch, and it is heavier then'the' woe 
of the Law : "it" is the Mediator's vengeance; and"thar” 
is rwo vengeances to thoſe 'who are culighrned : Free 
your ſelf from unlawful avgnifh , about gms, {mal 
=o SW ered come to your Fu 
hold ir faſt, 'yo pot again ro make a new ſearch 
enquiry for trerh : it' iseafie to cauſe conſeience believe,- 
as yewill, nor u5yc froww: it is cafie for you, twcaſt 
your light into priſon , and detain God's rtach is 
reoaſbels ; Hirrrhar priſoner will break ward , re your- 


ihcomparable tortare : Fear your light , and ſand in” 

og SS em Gott TANK whenne Y > 

in this ©, to be enrolled to the fucceedipg uges, 
o 


* 


in from the 


dead, the great ſhepherd of his nan blood of the 


Y 
«Aberd. Auguſt 10. Your Lo: at all obliged obedience in 
1647. "bis ſweet Lord Jejus.S, KR. 


7» JEAN GORDON. 
My very dear and loving Siſter ; 


can tell youghe will be found.O w 
is betwixt bim & we! 1 am impriſoced, but be is 
notimprifored : He hath ſhamed me with kindneſs : He 
hath come to my priſop , & run away with my heart & 

love: Well may he brookit : 1 with my love 

yer an owner but Chriſt : o/T- old lovers, 
held ns ſo long afunder |, We not part now : He & 
1 hall be beard, before he win out of my grips: 1r&lolve 
ro-wredtle with Chriſt , ere I quice him : But my love to 
him þath caſtey wy loulins fever, andihersis nocooliog 
| 0 


A 


Q1inSoD ww 


28838 


Hit x75. LutTzRks. 143 
my tever, till get real poſſeſſion of Chriſt » © , 
ſtrong love of Jeſus, thou haſt wounded\my heart wir 
thine arrows! O pain! O painof love for Choſe! Who 
will help me to praiſe * Let me have your prayers. 
Grace be with you. So 

eAberd. March t1. * Your! in his ſweet Lord 


1637. leſus, S..R: 
T7 GRISSAL FULLERTON. 
Deas Siſter ; 


I Exhorrt you in the Lord,'to ſeek your one thing; Marie's 


good part, that ſhall noc be taken from you : Ser your 
heart & ſoul on the Childrens inheritance : This clay-1dol, 
the world, is bur for Baſtards , & ye are his awful be- 
gorren child: Learn che way , ( as your dear mother harh 
gonebefore you ) to knock at Chriſt's door : Many an 
maar} hath Chriſt given to Her , & hath abon- 
dance behind to givets you : Ye are the ſeed of the faith- 
ful , and born 


inthe Covenant, claim your right, 1 
would notex Chriſt Jeſus for ren worlds of glory : 
I know now (bl be my teacher) how to rhut thelocky 
& uabolt my welbeloved's door ; & he maketh a pour : 
r welcome, when he cometh to his bouſe: Tam 

ſwelled up , & ſatisfied with the love of Chriſt , thar fs 
betrer then wine: it is a fire in my ſoul; lethell & the 
world caſt water on it, they will not mend themſelves; 1 
have now gotten the right gate of Chriſt : 1 recommend 
him to you above all . rol Come & find the ſmell of 
his breath : See if his kiſſes be nor ſweet : He defiretb ao 
berrer theg to be much made of : Be homely with him , & 
ye ſhall bethe more welcome : Ye know not , how fain 
Chriſt would have all your love. Think nor this is i 
nations & beirns-play,” we make din for : 1 would nor ſut- 
fer for it, if ir were {o: 1 dare pawnd my heaven for it,that 
a bv node bow : Think'much of truth Þ- 2 om 
theſe” by menia God's worſhip. 

ret y rihip 


of with you. 
aAberd, March 14. © Yours in his fweet Lord 
I637. leſns » $.R. 


344 Mc. RuT #83 FOoRkD's Epilt, 176, 177 
R 


PATRICK CARSEN. 


Cannor bur, upon the opportunity ofa bearer , exhort 
| I ou, toreſi Cie lovelliyenc y to Chriſt , and 
in this day, while your ſun is-high , and your youth (er- 
veth you, to ſeek rhe Lord and his face ; for there is ne- 
thing out of heaven fo neceſſary for you, as Chriſt: 
And ye cannot be ignorant , bur your day will cad, & the 
nightof dearth will call you from the pleaſures of this life, 
& a doom given oyr-in ſtanderh forever , as long as 


for Saran, to run errands; for it is a neſt for luſt , curſing, 
drunkcaneſs; blalpheming ofGod, lying, pride & vanitie, 
© that there were ſuch an heart iv you, asco fearthe 
Lord, and to dedicate your ſoul and body to his ſervice : 
When the timecomerh that your eye-ſtrivgs ſhall break, 
and your face wax pale, and legs and arms tremble, and 
your breath grow cold, & your ſogtHook outat your 
priſon-houſe of clay , to be ſet, at lilrty ; theng good 
conſcience , and your Lord's favour, Thall be wont all 
the world's glory: Seck it as your garland andcrown. 
Grace be with you. | 

«Aberd. March 14. Yours in his ſweet Lord 

1636, leſus, S. R. 


SJ OHEN CARSE N. 
My elbeloved and dear Friend ; 


E'=? one ſeekerh not God; & far fewer findhim, be- 
cauſe they ſeek amiſs : He isro be ſought for above 
all things, if men would find what they feck : Let feathers 
& thadows alone to children, and go ſeek your welbelo- 
ved: Your only errand tothe 4.7 is, to wooe Chriſt; 
therefore putother lovers from aboar his houſe, and lct 
Chriſt have all your love, without minching or dividing it : 
it is lictleenough, if there were more of it: Theſcaving of 
theworld and fin hath but a baſe reward and (moke, 1n- 
ſtead of pleaſures; and but a night dream, for rruceaſe co 


the ſoul: Go where ye will , your ſoul ſhallnor fleep 
ſound 


God liveth, Youth ordinarily is a Poſt, and ready ſervagc- 


| 173. LzTt23K 5. : 345 
but in Chriſt's boſom : Come in to.him ,. and ie 

fo POET. d. Ron rains | 
rhim : Ifoaghthim how - 
eaten pleaſures vs out of heavens, Hnee 


1 have found him, and 
hath made me « ing over the world; Princes cannot 
overcome me: Chri ch given me the marriage kiſs, & 


he hach my marriage-loye:* We have made up a full 
bargainzthar ſhall not go back on cither fide: O if yes and, 
alfiu that country , knew what ſweet terms of tmercy 
are berwixt him and me ! Grace bewith you. 


cAberd, March. 11, Yours in his ſweet Lord. 
1637. Jeſus, S.R. 
To the Lady 
B' .Q: Y _ D: 
MAB A M; ; 


I Would have writtcn.to your La: ere now , but peo- 
ples bclievingthere is in me chat which1 know there is 
not, hath put me out of love with writing to any; for it is 
cake to pur religion toa market and publick fair; but alas! 
it.is not ſo ſoon made exe-ſweet for Chiſt ; My Lord feeth 
me a tired manfar behind: I have gouen much love from 
Ebriſt, bucl give him little or none again: My white 
fide comerh oot iu paper to men, but at home and within, 
I find much black work, and great cauſe ot a low ſail, and 
of little boaſting; agd yer , howbeirl ſee challe to be 
frue , the manner of, the Tem prer's preſling algbem 
uphoneſt, and, in my own thoughes, bravich Mie: My 
peace is , thar Chriſt may fivd ſale & outing of his wares, 
inchelike of me, 1 mean, for Gving grace: 1wiſball 
pro to fall in love with Grace; All our ſongs thould 
of his free Grece : We are but too 1azic and careleſs, in 
ſeeking of it; it is all our riches "we have here, and 
glory w the bud: Iwiſh, I could ferent Free Grace: | 
was the Low's man, and under the Lep, and under a 
cutſe; but Grece- brought me from under - that hard 
Lord, and-1 rejoyee , that I am,Grece's Free-hokder t T 
pay tribute to noge for heaven, ſeeivg ny land and 
heritage 


l : 


46 Mr. RaTHLRkyzoOORD'S iſt, 178. 
heritage holdeth of Chrilt , my new x, bp nice wiſ- 
dom hath deviſed this cxcellege way of Free-holdng, for 
fingers: It is 4 bctrer way to heaven, then choold way, 
thar was in Adaw's dayes : It bach this fair advan- 

» that.vo. man's want layeth an 
inbibicionupon Chalk, or bi his alvation : ( & 
that is fac beſt tor me) but our new Land- Lord pucrerh 
the games of Dyyours aad Adam's forlorn Heirs , 20d 
beggers , .and the crooked and blind, inthe tree charters; 
Heaven & Haga ey wouder, ther we ure cen ſuch 
a gate of fin & hell; Such a bec out of hell,as Chriſt 
made, and brought out the captives by, is more then m 

ſhallow thoughts can comprehend : 1 would thin 


- Tafferiogs,glery,(81 am ſomerimes not fac from ity) if my 
Lotd would gre me a new alms of free grace. 1 hear, - 


thar the Prelats arc intending banithmene for me : bur 
for more grace, andno other hire, I would make ic wel - 
come : The bits of this clay-houſe ; the carth, & the o- 
ther fide of che fea, are wy father's: If my ſweer Lord 
Jeſas would bud my ſufferings, with a vew meaſure of 
ine Towns ſack high (oing.cder as formenty 

rime found ſuch high (pring- tides, as F : 
The ſea ou, and che wed ore Spirit calm, & I cag- 
not buy a wind, or by requeſting the ſea caulſc itro low 
in ; onl ,1 wait on, apon the banks and ſhore-ſide , 

nll the Lord feud 3 foll ſea, that with op-ſailes 1 may life 
Chriſt: - Yer forrow for his abſence is ſweer; and 

» With Sew ye him whom my foulloverh, have their 

iphes: Oh cha2 1 might gathers hunger againſt bis 
for return! Well were my foul , if Chriſt 
vere tl clement, mine own clement, and that I loved & 
breathed in him, and if I could notlive without him : 
LaHow nor laughter vpon my felf, when He is away; 
yer He never leaveth rhe houſe, but helcaverh "drink mo- 
ney- behind him , and a pewnwthat he will rerurm: Woe 
woe to me, if he ſhonld goaway, and rake all his flir- 
y: 20g gar Even to dream ofhim is ſweer: To baild 
a of piacing wiſhes for his return, to ſpin outa 
web of ſorrow & care , & lavguiſhing and Gighes, cither 
dry-08 wer, a they may be, becauſchehack &h no jciſure ( if 


T I may 


FEFETEMESE Ce ace moi. 


Epiſt. 179. LuyTrunns 347 
Dal Nome a vide; ores Grapece riches 
ſweerneth and refresherh che of the hear: A 


NI ond for "rain, & do ſore & keep 


greenweſs in the herbs, till our Lord's ranup» 
onthe carth , & ſenddowna —_— ofraim: Truly, 1 
thinkCheiſt's mifty dew a welcome meflage from heaven, 
till my Lord's rai fall: ' Woe, woe is me forthe Lord's 
vineyard inScotiand. Howbeit theFather of re houſe cm+« 
bracea child , & feed hit, & ifs him; yerir is ſorrow 
and (2dncls to the children, that our poor mother hach 


her leave , apd mprtteuins hene a: 

| coor Icis awunheartſom thi » to ſec our uy 
Mother agree fo ill; yer the if they be fed, care 
not: O Lord caft not water on Scotland's {moking coal, 
It isa gate the ſaints go to heaven,our enemies of- 
ten ear and drink us, & we goto heaven through their 
bellies & ſtomachs,& they yomit the church ofGod nndi- 
among their hands , - and even while we are 
ut up in priſons by them, weadvancein oar journey, 
Remember my ſervice to my Lord, your kind Son , who 
waskind to me in my bonds, and was not aſhamed to 
own me: 1 would be glad , that Chriſt gorthe morning 
ſervice of hislife, now 1n/his young years : Ir would fore 
him well, co give Chriſt his young aud green love: Chriſt's 
ſtamp and (ea! would go far down in a young ſoul, if he 
wonld receive the chruſt of Chriſt's has : 1 would 
defire him, ro make ſearch for Chriſt: fos Nobles now 
are but dry - friends to Chriſt, - Fhe Grace of God 
our Father, and the' good will of him ,. who dwelt in 

the buſh, be with your Ls. - 

eAberd. Yours in bis ſweet Lord 
I637. Feſus, S. R: 


To the Lady | 
CARDONNESS Ele: 


Worthy & melteoved inthe Lerd Fer 
- , mercy & peace betro you: to hea 
© from —_—_ per , far nr By bt 
ſoul proſper: My & longingais to hear that ye walk 

in 


549 Mr, R'uTHztyroory's Epilt. 174% 
inthe trath,and tharye arecontene to follawthe deſpiſed, 
but moſt lovely, ſon ofGod:1 cannot butrecemmend him 
wnto you, as your huſband, - your welbeloved, your por- 
tion, your comfore &-your joy: 1 ſpeak this of that love 
ty one , becau(61 pratſc and commendt he foord( as we 
wicto ſpeaks Jas } find it: Hebath warcred-with bis ſweer 
eomforts an opprefled-/priſoner: Be wasalways kind ro 
my ſoul, but never folund/as nove, in my greateſt extre- 
muaes :. [cine and Kh; Chriſt, He viheth my foul 
with chervifrtations , in chenight-wacches. 1 per- 
fiwade my foal, that this is the way: to. heaven, his 
ewes Truthybaow ſuffer for. Lexhort you, in the name. 
ofChit,.co-contiate in the trach, which 4deliveredto 
you. Make Chriſt ſure to your ſoul; foryaur day draw- 
keg mi nmr : Many flide back now , who ſeemed 
whe Chriſt's friends, and prone diſboncit to him: But be 
ny | tothedeath , and ye (hail havethegrown of 


* \ This '{þ of your days, whercof the 
nf GodhocakerkÞ | >9ceilfinblline (homtime 
come 10.4. foger , and at tanething; O' 
how firect and comfartable ſhall the eaſt of a good 
pp yon ings ſhall break, 


draw nigh the ele o—_ 


: Aſk for your guide to take you to the other fide: 
Ber world beyour poitiea; Wharhere todo 
uh dead clay ? Ye-are not a baſtard bura lawful begot- 
ten - child 3 therefore ſer your hearr on the inhe- 
ritance ; Go up. befare hand and ſee your lodging: Look 
through all your father's. rooms in. heaven, in your 
father's houſe are many dwelling-places: Men take a 
fight of lands cre they buy them : Iknow Chriſt hath- 
made the bargain already: But be kind to the houſe ye 
Rs and ſee ir often : Ser your hearr on things 


are above, where Chriſt is, at the right hand of 
: 'Seir up your h#cbend, to mind higown countrey 
home: Couaſcl him-to deal mercifully with the poor 
peo- 


at 


Epi 
by 
WAY 
the « 
the ; 
it w 
if 
Dax, 
you 
Acgq! 
— 
_ 


= 
he 
it 


and to give him, the morning of their dayes : 
We Acquaint them; with the word of God and-prayer. 
ted race be wich you. Pray for the priſoner of Chriſt: In mp 
I forget you not, 

of | -" berd, Match, 6. Yourlowful br loving Poftor, in hip 
the 14.1647, '; - onely Lord Feſns, SR. | 


pod 7» Mr. JAMES HAMILTON. 


he- enſuing & feared trial, my verydeareſt in our Lord len" 
ok « Alas! whas,am Lto fpeak , to comfort a ſouldies of 

Chriſt, who hath- done mes pore for that 
ic 2 i worthyand honourable cauſe, they Lean do! But know, 
ath- Y choſe whom the-world was not wontby of , | 
© i & down, indeſerts, and in mountains, and in dens ,. : 
vgs | cavegotthecarth ; & that while there is one member 0f- 
| of } myſtical Chriſt outof heaven, / that member muſt ſuffer 
icy | ftrokes,cill ourLordjeſus draw in thar member vithiathe- 
gazes of che_new lernſalem, I LO 
9? 


4 -» 
p- " RE 
4 . 


x50 Mr. Rarnyzn60RkD's , Epiſt. fo 
laſt; for notone toe or finger of that body'bur it ſhall be 
raken in within the cicy. can beourpan in this 


pitched bartee! berwixt the Lamb and cheDragon;bur tb re- 
ccive thedarts in patietice,tharrebonad/oft us on uporr out 
forrer Maſtery or rather light rſt upon him, & thev te- 
bound off him" upon tus ſervant#?] tbiok ita ſweet North- 
wind, that bloweth- firſt opoo the fairface of the chirf 2- 
ongten thouſand :* & then lighrech upon our finful & 
faces: When once the” wind blowerh oft him 
upen me, | chink it hath a ſweet ſmell of Chriſt ; and fo 
maſt be ſonie- more then & fiagle crofs. 1 kuow, ye have a 
abou you, & your atrendatee & train for your 

is fac beyond your putſvers force or fracd:ir good 

to be nearour war-houſe and ſtrong hold: We 
'lictle co-Trefiſt them , who'perſecute us and 
oppoſe him , bur keep our blood and out wounds tothe 
next' Court day, when our complaints: will be read; if this 
day be not Chnſt's, bam fare the morrow ſhall be his, 
As for any thing | doin my bonds, when now and ihcua 
word Tallah From me, alas is is vexydictle! 1 am excce- 
{ pate w/aogpiers thould conceive any thing ro be 
in ſuch a broken;- and emptie reed; lee nv mall impnre ir 
ro me, thatthe free and u * wind” { for } gave no- 
ivg forit.) blows upon an carpry reed; 1 am his over- 

| debtey;” dcry, down with me, down, down with 
all the excelleacy ofthe world;and vp, op with Chriſt : 
Long, long may that fair One, that holy be on high: 
My eurfe;be apon then that love 'him nor. O how 
would 1 be, if his 'would grow our, and ſpring up 
out of my bonds & [afferiogs ! Cettainly fince1 became 
his pri » he hath <won the yolk & heart of my foul : 
15 even become a new Chriſt ro'me,' & his lore 


C 
1094-140 ltd wen 9v4 res ag IRE I 
ove ſhal{-carry itaway : 1-lay down my ſelfunder bis 
love, 1 defireto fingy andto cry, and to im my ſelf, 
even uader the watcr,in his common, and eternally indebt- 
ed to his kindneſs : I will not offer r commons with 
him {as ember Pet on or agree All, all 
's. 


fer -gvermore be Ch Whar further trials are be- 
foreme, I know-not ; ber 1 ONRIDES +17 


ﬆ. 184, = STEELE $i 
1a 


of my 
my {werteſt], ſweeteſt | 
» and ir ſeemed no cruelty to 


to put 
our man's one net anger 
to.h01:th ming well tpeale wy fois One's pea m 


Horny it 3 dumb man's can raiſe one note, or 
onc- ion's {prings, to my Welbeloved's 
glory : Oh if he would wake wo himſclfour 


gh dumb pefentnt3ige withabBde bis word, I cannot 
bedelivered: gone here will have my Maſter. Alas! What 
vilerh thew at him? I bleſs you for your prayers, add 


to :- As I am able ,'1 pay home. 
I commend your diveibg in Chriſt's Tellamen;] would, 
Ieouldſcc ont the dead man's good will to his friends , 
in his [weet Teſtament: Speak a priſoner's mt” Fre 
mendatiors t© Chriſt: tear not, your ter dayes will over; 
Fu porn prop ror erm Senn 

away im r , COn- 
ſume away Ny rg hag & Chriſt's withered gar- 
den {hall grow green again , it Scotland : My Lord Je- 


ſus bath a word hid in heaven forScotland,nor yer brought 
out! Grace be with you. | 
eAberd. July 7. Yours in bis ſweet Lord 
I6347- Jeſus, S.R. 


T. Mifres $S T U ART, 


MISTRESS; 
Race, mercy. & peace be to you: 1 at ſorry that ye 
take ir (o hardly, that 1 bave wor wricten to you. I 
am judged ro be thar which I am nor] fear if 1 were pur un 
the fice, Iſhould welt away, and fall down in sbeards of 
painted nature : For truly , Lhave linle fiuff ac home , 
thay is worth the eye of God's ſervants : If there be avy 
thing of Chriſt's.in- me ,- ( as I dare not deny ſomeof 
tas } ir-48-ber a ſpunk of botrowed fire, that can 
ſcarce warm my {clf, and hath little heat IOOnen p © 


$5% Mr. RuTE4RTO0O0RD'S $3. 
i would fain have char ; which ye wad ochers beliore'? 
have ,. bur ye are onely witneſſes to my ourter fide ; and 
ro ſome words in paper. Oh that be would give me more 
then paper-grace or tongue-grace! Were ifnot that want 
paincth me, | ſhould have skailed houſe, — a beg- 
ging long fince ; bur Chriſt hath lefr me with ſore hun- 
ger » that is more hoc then wiſe, and is ready often to 
XK. If [Chriſt longed for me as 1 do for him , wwe chould not 
be lang in meeting ; &+ if be loved ney-company afwellas 1 do 
bis.y even while I am writing this letter to you , we 5hould 
fleein other's arms: Bur 1 know , there is more wilſthen 
wit, in this r and Incl love for Chriſt , 'and ao 
mazrxel ,. for Chriſt's love have hocharveſt , 
-ete. mid-ſummer :' Bur if 1 have any loverohim,, Chri 
hath both love to me}, and wit to guide his love: 6 
Iſce-, chebelt thing Thave , hach'as much drofs beſide 
it, at might cucſe me & ir both; & if iewere for no more, 
we have need ofa Saviour at 000: ly Arm and 
difcaſesand weakneſs of the new tnan , and to take away 
(xolay ib) cur gonly fins , or thefivs of our ſandtifica- 
tion, and:che and feum of fpirirual love; woe, 
woe is me ! O whaz need is there then of Chriſt's calling 
to ſcour, and cleanle, and waſh away a1ugly old body of 
ka, the very 1 of Satan { I know nothing ſyrer, : 
that there is an CITES 6. 
ther heavenzin this fide of the laſt ſea,t croſs,then 
this ſervice of Chrift , ro make my blackneſs beauty, m 
deadneſs life , my guilcineſs ſantficarion: I long muc 
for thac day , when I willhe holy: O what ſpors are yer 
unwaſhen'! O that] could c the ſkin of the leopard 
. and the Moor , and nffer ir wich ſome of Chriſt's fairneſs! 
Were my blackneſs and Chriſt's beaury carded through 
ether { as we uſe ro ſpeak, ) his beanty and holineſs 


would catup my filthineſs: But Oh 1 have not caften - 


old Alan's hew & colour yet! 1 crow, the beſt of 
us hath a ſmell yet of the old loathſom body of fia and 
guileineſ(s : are they torevermore , can em- 
ploy Chriſt, his blood & dearth on work, to make 
clean work to God, of foul fouls: I know, itis our fio, 
thar we would bare ſanRification on the ſunpy _— 


»O4 5 hn 


wy o 22> pwr 5 ont bEAMrtEETSErSM:Þ3 


J4 TELLS 14-4; 


* 


EIT4: 


"7 IR. 144. s, LaT-7,2 2-5. fas n "ks 
he hill ; and holineſs with nothing burſum mer, and ag | 


ar all :*Sin-hath made us as tender , as if wewete 
.madeof or glaſs. Lam often thinking: what? 


rorments were married together ,: and if there were no 
finding ofChriſt at all , excepr I went to hell's furnace, 
that there. and in,no-orher place,, T-could' meer wi 
him; Itrow » if I were as1 have beertfince 1 was his 
ſoner , 1 would beg ledging for God's fake in hell'shoe- 
teſt furnace,chat I might rub ſouls withChrift;bur God be 
thapked,L (ball find hith ina berrer lodgingywe ger Chrift 
.herter cheap then ſo,, whes he is rewped rous, we 
him bur with a thower of ſammer-trodbles in this 
hn andas aA i OO a] ra Auth would 
© you and JETT » . iſt niyſtical ro ' | 
ES Ito Eno de, 
ried in Scot | r his two ſain witneſſes killed, 
cauſe chey:propheſied ! If we could fo imporrune and 
ſolicit. God, our buried Lord andhis two buried witneffes 
ſhould riſc again : Earth andclay and ftoce will not ber 
down Chailt aud the Goſpel , in Scotland. Iknow not, 
4f I will ſce.the feceond temple and the gloty of it; bur 
pontiac me , of it by not ts be reared up 
again: I would-wiſh co gi iſt his welcome - bome again: 
My bleſſing, my _ joy » wy. gloty and love be'on the 
Home- comer, 1 Pad no-berter uſeof ſuffering , then that 
Chriſt's wingowing purtech chaff aud corn in the ſaints 
toſundry. places ,.. and diſcoyereth our drofs from his 
gold, ſo as carruption and graceare ſoſcen , chat Chriſt 
Kick wehe furmace , th pn ary lat The 
K the grounds , thy [tomac perſecutery, 
oy npnieny, thy unbelief, thy gue e are 
Thame And ' » 0n-Wa: , , z» cony , re 
mune, 5-7 pd Septic d Fey of Yrs 
of his atrendants! Iknow , your heart and Chriſt are 
married + it were not good to make a divorce, 
Rue nor of that mecting and marriage with gt" 


£ Mr. irony ook's 
Pray fot me his priſoner. Grace, g 
bel vey. 


Yours in bis ſweet Lord 
» S. R. 
Tn A HUGH McKAILL. 
F Reverend and dear Brother ; 
Race, mercy and peace be to you : I ceceived 
Gi letter : 1 bleſs you forir: peak! Tubing 
moredew & famaet-rain then ir ; ta eons 
Chriſt will hare dricneſs.& in os to work 
if there you no es ro Tha 3 ro fey apon 
& never be (een: » grace 
& to courſe up and cm ur n00s VETS 
rincls for , to wher and op Broker 1 
a ae bo Bus Os. Pot i y Lord a's pl 
: ficknels harh this "hai 
yorker ares vr and his Fad fo Roger, ro 
touch our withered & live it's ableſied ferer 
i ths Saks, hog? rw al Tn 
with it, fic ? 1£wo my 
Surely, I have no more for Chriſt, butem 
take orc leaveghe will me no ocherwiſe, tmaſt limp 
ſelf, & my wants tol m , but 1 have no price os aw 
: if he would pora fair and a real ſell wp upon hislove 
tome, and beſtow upon me a larger ſhare of Chriſt's 
love, (which I would faineſt be is hands with of any 
exceptnot heaven ir ſelf) 1 thould 
and finging under his croſs : Buc the'wor how's. ger 
me for ſome-body, berauſe the wind blowerh upon a 
withered priſoner : Bur the truth is, 1 am both lean 
and thin , inthar , wherein many believe'l abound. 1 
would (if barreriog were” 10 my power) niffer joy with 
Chrift'slove and faith, & inſtead of the hot ſunſhine , 
be content to walk under a cloudy ſhadow , wuh more 
grief and ſadneſs, to have more = and a fair occaſi- 
on of ſerring forth and commeadin Chriſt , & to make 
that lovely One , thar fair One ,- « Cn ona Fo 


pk 


BESS fg 


88F. 


LLEETELLSTY 


whey yr me garnih 
file &aAtive and fpecdy, in log kg 
But I know, my Locd is as wife here, as I dow be thirſty; 
feng) om more zealous of his honour, then I can be 
fosthe manifeſtation of it ro men & angels : 
my Lord would rake my defires off m na 
ada fold more unro them ,. and on ixenl 


inclinacioasppon them, for een of Chriſt" o 

domtothe foro! men Fe ny long natur higher aud 
wa, Lakg hg ob ws Er +& tm 

are too % is ebb, 

breadch I ICE Ge matoowal & Jr try 


Oh For da iagine guda wit, to preſcribe waycs romen, 
how-Chrilt mightbe off, in all che world! Witis here 
behind affection , and affeRion behind obligation, 'Oh 
how little doxy I giveto Chriſt : and how much bath he 
bs ler - nents Ret Ries he 
ove's ? I was a , ing 
Law , ym Logy boy to the Law's coutt for mercy, 
t way: but now I deny that 
Jadge's power; he Tam Grace's man; I hold noe worth 
a.driuk of water of the Law , or of any Lord, uacancel 
And tillI bethogght me of cis; Teas lain with daabri 
& fears and terronrs. 1 praiſe che new court , 
new Land-lord , & the new ſalvation, chaſed io ng 
his name, and at his inſtance : gg he old man, 
it he pleaſe, go make his moan to the Law,, and ſeek 
acquaintance -moggd k becauſe he is condemared in 
that Court, IThope, the new man, and1, and Chrift 
rogether ſhall abc hanrd!: & this is the more ſafe , & 
che mie OE yeop for me, & for my croſs rogrther : 
Chriſt fageth my welcome home , and rakerh 
= in,% maketh ſhort counts,& ſhort work of 1, 
berwiztme.& my Judge , | — a Chriſt's man , & 


7 * JEpiſt..r g 
4 caant , Ture, ſoffer- 


: 


Yours in hit ſweet Lord 


1637. Teſus, S.R. 
PP ALEXANDER GORDON 
Of Garlock. 
Dear Brother ; 5 
Race, y & 
I alam |; 


him, or that the 


dring 2 Dew Mind 
erties 


+ manger ie of vl and 
given for ſold ſouls : Only, Teens Erreyurhonn 
albamed tp apply Chriſt , and ro thi x} rogers to 

out my avd withered hand to ſach a Saviour ! 

it is neither nor pride , fot a drowning man to 
ſwim to a rock, nor for a ſhip-broken Touf, to run 
himſelf athore upon Chrift, Suppoſe once I'be ity, 


need force I cannot, I dow norgo by Chriſt: Werake 
i Fn pail, har beggars bay Nom Woricher 
| and who is ſo paoras we? and who 18 fo rich as he who 
. leth finegold, Rev, 3,18. I ſcerhen, itisourbeſt, 
© Ller guiltinels plead what it liſteth ] that we have no 

© - meas under the covering of heayen, butrocreep in low- 


{--” ly aud ſubmillixely > wich our waius to 7 Je 


*®,Y\ 


—_ TOH N. BELL "law. 
My very loving Friend ; 4 
longexpeayour lene I have very ofcen 
our le 
Gr ris, Faber 
in I Jin to ind your coun above 


bringeth noe cog Som Fra is for the fire; ——— 
is not born again cannot enter into:the of 
common will pot take men to heaven: Alas 


mcg thould wy nn er OI who had 


» 4 
- & 
by 
. 
ef 


. #64 
W4y 


Mr. RUTHESREOOKD'S 
PO0S 


| youligh eigro 
* neither.will char. do your cure: 
foul, & char ye baguile got |yoor 1 of 
your ſalvation. My dear Brother, Cache = ſelfwith che 
candle of God, & Step itt like of God & Chriſkbe in yay; 
Salvation is: not.” to every man's dot; Many are 
Fu ol theſca & land , to a far. country... nathip, 
while as they flcep mach of che way : but meu ate nor 
Janded ar ticaven Mleegings The rightepys are ſcarcely 
Iaved: . & many run as Gl, as Cicher ye-orl, who mils 
the prize & the crown: God end meſaltations and ſave me 
np 1s ppg rl &1 ſeek. no. morex Men thiok it 
bur a ſiryde s or aſtep.over to heaven ; but. when ſofew 
are {aycd, even, of a. number like the land.of i the ſea.,, but 
a hagdful & a.remnant, (as God's word faigh,)whatcauſc 
have we, todſhake our {elves our,of our ſelves; & ro alk our 
poor ſoul, whither thou? where, thex. lodge at 
might # Where are thy c ters and pris of thy. OE 
beritance ?_ Ihave known a man turn akey1 
lockithy : Many men leap over, (asthey think) & leaps, 
O ſee! ſee that ye give got your falration a wrong caſt, and 
think all is wel s; & ;leaye your -ſoul loofe &wncerrain : 
look to yout buitding , & to yout ground-ſtotir, & whar 
figns of Chriſtare ip you, & ſer'this world brhiod your 
back: ir bs wap ys go rs <6 9 ceaſe from your or- 
work, & high rime, to know. of your lodging at 
pe: itis your Salvation thatis in depeudance ; & thar 
LE 49 34 bufines, rhough. many.make light 
the Lord coable you by his grace 


Lek 1619; 1" Your lawful and loving Paſtor, $. Ly 


9 WILLIAM GORDO N.: 
Of Robertown. 


Dey Brother ; 


aging and peace beto you: So often as I think 
© in our ſoldiess pight-wacch, & of our 
fghting- 


Dart ks 
Khciagtiefein the fickds, while We ore here, Tam 29a 


od - _ 
© 


_ 


| Ws”! 
y, priſoners in a dutigesn, condemned 2; "» 7 
wane *Y lift of rhe ſau and moot and candle, tifl the 
dying day; po mote, nay not fo riach/, to be piric 
we are; fe We" 'weaty of their life , they have the 
riſon :” BarWeFall to,” in our priſon; whete we ſee little, 
7 drink oor ſelves drank with che night-pleaſiresofour 
weak dreatys;” and we Tong for no better life then chis: 
burrtheblaſtofthe [aft crampet” and the ſhourofthe 
Atc ;*when' God fhall rake down thef re 
tent ofrhis fading world , we ſhall nothaye ſomuch'ss > 
trink of ware; ofaltthe dreatnis that we now build on, 
Alag!-tharthefharp and bitter blafty on face and fides, 
which this life; havenor learne& us mortifica- 
tion, #hd'mitvs dead ro this world! We buy our own. 
love{ourjoy, onr defires, our confidence, upon an hand- 
fol of foi ice; rhat ctimewiltmeſt away ronothing,8  * 
ret of the dronkery Innes, *whes all is dove : 
Alas that we enquire not for the clear founrain; bar are ſo- 
foolflh, as tro drink foul; go od Yarra waters,eves till 
ourbeqrirtie; & then in rhe refurreRtion, when weſhdll 
be awaktned, ur yeſternight's owt drink &(winith dregs: 
ſhall rift xp upon us;8& fiek, fiek {hall manya ſont be then: 
Iknow rio wholefoin forntain bur one:1 know nova thi 
worth the bilying , bur heaven © And my own mindis, 
compatiſoa were made betwixt Chriſt ant heaven; 4 
would ſelt heaven with my bleſkng, and buy Chriſt: Ohkif 
I couldraiſe No market for LONERS | mm 
ket a pours a , c in mens eft 
mation 550k nodal ies DTT; then men think of | 
him ! Bur they are ({haping ham, & crying him down 5-8 
valuing him at their unworthy baff. pomy; or elſeexchan- 
wgand bartering' Chriſt with miſerable old fallen 
of this vain world, or then they lend him ourupon 
intereſt;&playthe uſurors with Chriſt: Becauſe chey pro- 
fels bim; & give ont before mes, that Chriſt is their crea» + + 
fure& ſtock,& in the mcan time, praiſe of men,& aname,. 
& eaſe, and the fummer-ſun of the Goſpel , isthe 
they would be at: fo when the rrial comech,,. th 
Qi quet”/ 


w_ 
CLE 


FOE 


EY ACRDAMTEAECTRERD TOS HE 


pil t86. : CEEZXELS 


$83.95 


weltw 
TN: 


ainey avimmig, a6 and again my 


Race , werry & peace from Go# oor father ; and | 
Oe tne ror pndag 
bm ſr is an height i » now when 
a of the 
not be abletodotor hin. 
ſelf. Madam; 'ourdebts of ion ro Chriſt are nor 
ſmall ; che freedom of grace and falration is the wonder 
of man and Avgels;' but mercy it 'our Lotd 
hire: Ye are bound to lift Chriſt on big, who hath 
vec you eyesto diſcern the Devil now comi _— 
| Sar $2 \& the 1dolatry and Apoſtacy of | 
k fair preceaces; bur the frinis black; ang ; 
foul: it were art, I conſeſy, to walh «black 
him- white, lam in up's and 
ſcycarimesa day T leſe ground : Tam pur 
ate (er en the 
higher they my ſelf: Fe hath now ler me 
Four ding? never ſaw before. 1.” The ſupper will 
= 3h, ah Relat oae 6h Arend> 
Oo z.W WYs ending 
EE Few Bo wilderneſs, is ſo ſweet: Who i 
bloweth a kifs afar off to hispoor heart- art bo 
try; aad ſcnderh. me bur his ' commenda-- 
tions, till wemeet , Iam confounded with wonder, to 
think what is (hall be , when thee faireſt he ſous: 
of men (hall lay a King's ſweet ſoft cheek to the fintuÞ 
of finners. Orime, time, go ſwikly & 


al beſt; and are afraid thac 


haftey that day! Sweet Lord' Jeſus poſt, come tying. 


like a Hart or a Roe the mountains 
bon.” Tonk. Ge oddanl che loner carefully and 
Jookolbis bay love ihe favs: For love hath no ho, ic 


yer. din ' ſelf ,. rill ir come in grips with 


Y find Chriſt's abſence ,/ love's 


Eb ht : The wind) that blowerth our 
| » Whcrom Is 
y Qt wn, ” ena 1 


" 362 Mr. RuTuz$r00ADs | Epi 


—_ pi TS 


| y cop. For the 3 Thing , Thave ſech 

: jets ; Ay rag) gd, ra 

would none in this Ki 2 w.1 do, Men 

| = mmm hey we vx pet ploy bhypocnite & 

- ſhallower-profefigur, then every one believeth ; God 

nometh I feign nor : Burl chinks my regkonings on the 
Code ines 


ge writer in great letters , cy ro ſuch a 
£ Rad wrerebad Dyrour on the ocher , more then a 
miracle, Log grreny Lager foes upon 3 full affy- 
rance, Icrow , I ſhould gri : But my-cup wanrerh 
not gall : & upon my part ir might be almoſt excy- 
ſed, ifevery ont inthis land ſaw my inner fide; BotT1 
know, Iam one ofthem , who have made fale & a 
free marker to free grace : If I could be ſaved, as I would 
nuunntat yrc woe{ pb-rg þ e FFoe 
| the | of his mercy, a ro 

work upon. and Chriſt hath manifeſted bis arc I dare 
not fay, tothe utrermoſt; for he can, ifhe would, for- 
give all che Devils & damncd ceprobarcs, in reſpeR of the 
wideneſs of his mercy, bur I ſay) ro anadmitable degree, 
4. I am ſtriken with fear of vnrhankfolneſs : This .— 
ſtace Kirk hath played the harlot with maty lovers, they 
are ſpitting in the face of my lovely King , & mocking 
him,& [dow not mend it, & they are running away from 
Chriſtin troops, & 1 dow not mourn & be prieyed for ie, 
I think Chriſt lieth, like an old forecaſten caſtle, forſaken 
of the ivhabicanrs: all men run away now from him : 
Truth , innocent Truth goeth mourning and wringing 
her hands in (ackelotb and aſhes. Woe, Woe, woe is me, 
for the vgs mage of Scotland : Woe, woe to' the 
' iahabirancs of this land , for they ate gone back with a 
IEG. pepe- 


— — - . 
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pay 


[dckre weighedia God's gren ballance in thas paints. 
A pl oe ful 1 {ball crave gs 
more hireof Chrilt. Madam,piry me ip this, and belp me. 
” raiſe him.; For whac ever | "a the ele aed lianess, 
vil and a moſt guilty devil; yet jt is. the ple of 
ChriF5epe, his. honour and. glory. ,. as heat 
church ,. that 1 ſuffer tor-now ,; and char, 1 will go.co 
eternity with, lam greatly in love with Mr, M.44; 
ſee himſtamped with the 1 $f 59 : hore 


je Bok! May 4. - Your La: "* ki "i 
1637. Chrift, S.R. 


Fo Mr. THOMAS GARYEN,. 
Dear Byother ; 


Race , merc & e b-to yon: Trejoy ce; LATE: 

cannot be 4 qui of Chit, (i ifI may { "Chriſt 
bemaſt, he. will ba ve you: Ber e your ſelf to 
my dear. Brather. . It is 3 great bubineſs.. to. make 'quir- 
of inpernny, n ang of the things, which Chriſt canwve 
dwell with. 1 teyr with my own crols, thaz Chriſt 
bath nh, ata wid lor, becavſe it. is Chriſt's 
andmune cogether, I marvel not, ths wee wth 

Qs 


Fad 
42% 


A 
> y [Ag ty 
: 


464 | Mr. nathivioon a 
_ our heaven; 
boon dog ney bg mtr rome eee 
erernal ſammer. Oh forthe long day, & the 


Je iobomt nmr 


ores Chriſt is cumbred wich me ( to 

wm rl: Tenderlammmgr yd /liotbok 
's 

We fweet abd. oy. rather have Chriſt's 


us: NO Chiba Ayesr eſteemed, 


Kis & remembring my lone & mother, 
hiegne, kind brother R.B. & enttonting EN remem- 
| bermy bonds, [reſt 
<Aberd. Sepr. 8. Yours in ”* 7:Gaz 
0637. leſas , S. 
To the Laird of 
"MM ONCRIEFFE. 


Much boweured Sir, 


Race , mercy and & be" to not 
"Op nl acquaint , Nr the ache four work by ſiſter , the 


Lo rn: of cls to 


I am Co who 

"wſoqumitr (2 many 

Ee een 

Fi Jets We » merc 
hs hy nA n fpot ro area ſaffer cy 
r Bites & thenewne 
"Forfar oe "fr 
no other armobr in rimes but 
| - prayers, ff - 
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« PIBTS 


that when hic- bur 


bleſled, who can hold apr alga 0, od &carry- 
up therrianof his robe royal, & that he ſhall ner ie vide 
nous & crigmph in thisland, It is our part to back our” 
royal King , howbeit there were not fix wall theland ro- 
him. Iris wiſdotn now to take up , and diſcern- 

the devil, & the Antichriſt, coming out in their whites, 
& the Apoſtacy and 1dolatry of this. land , waſheg wich 
foul water : 1 confeſs it is art to waſh the Devil , till his- 
{kobe white. For my (elf , Sir, Lhave bought « plea a-- 
gainſt Chriſt, fince I came hither, in jud i gmy-priacely- 
Maſter angry at me , becauſe I w out of the vine- 
d, asa withered tree, my dumb ſabbaths work- 
10g me ſuch ſorrow: Bur 1 ſee vow. ſorrow hath» 
not eyes to. read loye, written upon : the croſs. of 
Chris, and therefore 1 paſs from my raſh plea: Woe , 
woe is me, that I ſhould have received a flander of 
Chriſt's love ro my ſoul: and for all this, my Lord Je- 
ſus hath forgiven all, as not willing ro be heard with ſuch 
A C2 1s concentto NI. confined —_ _ & 
to me com ,& ro a poor ed priſoner. 
And now 1 wtite << Seng hand. Far bs, thas 3 

I think well & havourably ofthis croſs of Chriſt : I wen- 

der, that be will take any glory from the like of me: 1 find" / 
iw6eh hearty commendatiovs” 

» - 


66 Mr. RutTiixroonD's Epilt. 189, 
ro me , & but bloweth a" hiſs afar off; 1 dm confounded 
with w ,whar che {upper ofthe Lamb will be,up 
in our father's ainei weed et 4 fincethe four- 
hours in his diſmal wil and when'n priſons, and 
in our {ad dayes, x kifs of Chriſt is ſo comfortable. O how 
ſweet & glorious ſhall our caſe be,when that faireſt _— 
the ſons of med ſhalf lay his fair face ro our now fin 
faces\, & wipe away ali tears from our eyes !- O Time, 
Time, Tun fwiftly and haſten this day ! ey Lord 'le- 
ſus, come flying like a 'roe or @ young bart ! "Alas ! that we, 
blind ' fools, are fallen ig love with tmoon-ſhine & ſha- 
dows. How ſweet is the wind, that bloweth our of the 

_airth;” where Chriſt is !' Every day we may ſec fomenew 
ne Chrift,his loveharh ncicher brim nor botrom.Oh 
if I had belp to praiſe him 7 He knowerh, if my ſafteri 
ora his name, & encourage others co ſtand faſt for t 

r-of out fu Law- giver Chriſt , my 

then are payed to the full. Sir, help me'to love that never- 
enough praiſed Lord: Tfind now , thar the faith of the 
ſaints, noder ſaffering for Chriſt , is fair before the wind, 
and with full ſails carried apon Chriſt: & 1 hope to lofe 
nothing in rhis furnace bur dtoſs; for Chriſt can crivmph 
in a weaker man thenlam, if there beany ſnch : And 
when all is done, his loye painerb me , & teaverh me un- 
der ſach debrto Chriſt , as I can neither pay principal nor 
incereſt. Oh ifhewould comprize my hits if I were ſold 
to him as a bondman, & thar he would take me home to 
his houſe & fire-fide; for 1' have nothing to render' to 
him ! Then, after me, let no man think hard of Chriſt's 
iweetcroſs; tor 1 would not chavge my ſighs , with the, 
painted laughter of all my adrerfaries. 1 defire grace in 
paticnce to wait on, and to lic uponthe brink, tillite 
water fill & flow. Iknow heis faſt coniing, Sir, ye will 
excuſe my boldneſs, & till it pleaſe GodI1 fee you; ye have 


the prayers of a priſoner of Chriſt, to whom Irecom- 
mend you, & in whom I reſt, 
eAberd, May 14. Yours at alt obedience in 
1637+ Chriſt; S.R. 
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-» OH NN CLE ARK. 
Loving Brother , 
Old faſt Chriſt wi warering » & contend for | 
the faith , becauſe Cliniſt is noc gorten nor 
kepe: The lazy our put heaven ( as ie were ) 
at the very next door,and chinks ro fly op to heaven in his 
bed and in a night-dream ; buc truly, that is nor ſo cafic a 
thing, as moſt men believe : Chriſt himſelf did ſwear, cre 
he won this city, howbeit he was the free born Heir. ' lr 
is Chriſtianity, - My. heart, to be ſincere, nafcigned, 
honeſt and upright=hearted before God ; and tolive and 
ſerve God , fuppoſe there were not oge man or woman, 
in all the world'dwelling beſide you, to eye you : Any lit- 
tlegrace tharye have , feg thrir it be ſound and true: Ye 
_ ference betwirt you & reprobats , if ye 
have theſe marks, 1;1f ye prize Chriſt & his truth fo, as 
yewill ſelFall & buy him , & ſuffer for it. 2+ If che love 
of Chriſt keepeth you back from ſinning , more theo the 
Lawor fear of hel}. z.1t ye be humble, & deny your own 
will, wit, credit , eaſe, honowy , the world & the vanity & 
glory of it. 4. Your profeſſion moſt not be barren, & 
void of good works. 5. Ye muſt in-all chiogs aim ar 
God's honour ; yemuſt cat, drink, fecp , buy, fell, fir, 
and, yu, prays read, and hear the word with a heart- 
purpolc thar may be bonoured. 6. Ye muſt thew' 
your felf an enemy to fin, and reprove the works of 
kneſs, ſuch as drunkenneſs, fweariny & lying, albeic 
the company thould hate you for ſo doing. 7. Keep in 
mind the ruth of God , that ye heard me teach , & have 
nothing ro do with che corruptions, and new gaiſes en- 
tre into the houſe of God. $. Make conſcience of your 
— it covenants, in buying & ſelling. 9. Acquaine 
your felf wirh dail nos "Svtnnca ad your wa 
and ations to by prayer , ſupplication & tha 
ving - & count not much of being mocked ; for Chrift 
us 'was mocked before you. Per{ſwade your elf, 
that this is the way of peace & comfort , I now {uffer for : 
I dare 'go to 'death & in to eternity with it , th 
men may poſſibly ſeek _ way, Remem 
7 


Fer Mr. RuTwHznI100,Ds FEpiſtigs. 
me in your prayers ,: & che ſtate of rhis oppreſſed Church. 
Gracce be with you, 
eAberd, 1637 Your fouÞ's Well-wwish- 
. a S.R. 


A ——_—_ 


To CARDONNESS Elder 


Much honoured Sir ; 


F Long to hear how your ſoul profpereth: I wonder,that 
I ye write not to = for the hel Ghoſt bcareth me 
witneſs , I cannot , og apo yp hone by you, 
nor the ſouls of thoſe with you, . who.ae ed 
by the blood of the great Shepherd: Ye are in my heart 
in the night watches, yearc my joy and crown in the day 
of Chriſt: O Lord bear witnels , if my ſopl thirſeth for 
any thing out of heaven , more then far your lanai 
Let God lay me in an even ballance , try Me 40 this, 
Lovc heaven , let your heart be on-it: Up, up and viſic 
the new land, and view the fair city , & the whute throne 
& che Lamb, the bride's: huſband , in his bridegroom's 
clothes fittingon it: it were time , your ſaul dcaftjr 
ſelf and all your burdens upon Chalt. 1 beſecch you by 
the woands of your Redeemer,and by your compearance 
before him , and by the falyatiog' of your foul, loſe 
no mare time , run faſt for itis late; God hath {worn b 
bimſclf who made the world and time , that time ſhall 
be no mare Rev. 10. Yearc now upon the very border 
of cheother life ; your Lord pan wg whoa nn: _on 
giving you warning : I have taught of Chri 
to you, and delivered unto you the whole counſel of God, 
and I have ſtood before the Lord for you , and I ſhall yer 
ſtill ftand: awake, awake todo ri fly : Thank nor 
rg eli cngamaygar 5 xhat 07 90 Four 
houſe , by oppreſſing an x dong igorous to theſe that 
Arc under you : nies how ad to walk 
before you inthis matter as an cxample: behold here am 
I, witneſs againſt me , before vhe Lord and his Anointed, 
: Whoſe ox or whole aſs hare I rakes ? Whomhave I dc- 


* 


- 


= 44 £64 tm ww oaAu_ wow wfmontmn =” Hi mo go wwawm@mwm min ge wad ut wo gg AGnwmwM T 


me TN the Lee his love: * 
me and his ſpikenard cafterh a ſweet fi 


my witnefs isabove, that 1 write om ge to-yolu, I 


never knew nine years much of 
Chriſt's Ghats low 5k ee, every Sadr fix 
impriſorimene.* 1 you in Chriſt's name 


| Kiptcopileai ſion ter yr people & country ,/ the 


IT 
to whenl am : 

ing yo he arite boner hes bebon; whatic lirs 
be crucified to che world: I would nocnow givea drink 
of cold water for all rhe world's kindoeſs: 1 ow ao ſervice 


to ic; Iam not the fleſh's debrter: MyLord Jeſas harh dated 


his priſoner , and bath of love concerning 


he hatch Tale as Cnjogs with ha ivaitzes of 
his ſpirit on my ſoul , and 1 know he purteth not his ſeal 
upon blank paper. Now, Sir, 1have vo comfortearthly, 
but to know that I haye eſpouſed , and ſhall preſent a 
bride ro Chriſt in that congregarion, The- Lord hach 
given you mach , and therefore he will Ng 
of you again : Number your tajears , 
have to render back fry yes be aoggl per- 
rrp ior ory I charge you to 


confident and the beſt, LE Thins your 
with your Judge ace and deep. Sir, be nor | 


_pegle4 not” your otic thing [Philp, 3- 13. ] your'one 


- ny 
FL IS 1. TIS» CEL 


Mr. RuTHESRFOORD'S 


ir 
lite to begin & the Lard.,, and. ro remewber their 
Creator 4n che days of their; yourh:{ Eccleſ. 12, 3.]r0 
\ Cleanſe their way by taking heed thereto according to 
' God's word PF, 119. 9. ] youth is aglaſſyage: Satan 
finds a ſwept chamber [ for the on in youth-hood, 
& a garniſhed lodging, tor hu .& bis train: Lerthe 
Lord have the flower of their age : the beſt ſacrifice is due 
tohim: inſtruc chem in this , that they haye aſoul ,.& 
that this lite 1s nothing in compariſoh of erernity : They 
will have much need of God's condudt in this world, to 
ide them by theſe rocks upon which moſt men ſpilt; 
bh far more need when it cometh to the hour of death 
and cheir compearance before Chriſt, O that there were 
ſuch a heart inthem to fearche name of the great& dread- 
fal God,. who hath laid up: great chings tor theſe that 
love & fear him ! I pray that God may be their portiqn. 
Show others of my pariſhoners,, that 1 write trothem 
my beſt wiſhes & ho bleſſings of their lawful Paſtor: 
Say co them from me, that Fbeleechthem by che bow- 
els of Chriſt, co oe in mind the Do&rine of our 
Lord & Saviour jeſus Chriſt , which I caugh chem; that 
ſo they may lay hold on cxernal life , ſtriving cogerher 
for the faich oft che Golpel, and, making (are [alyation ro 


themſelves: Walk in love, and do nghcoyſnels, feel 


ey love one another , wait for the coming of our 
aſter &. Judge : Receive no doftrine contrary to that 
which 1 delivered ro you: if ye fall away & forget it & 
that Catech:ſm which I ray * oa , & {o farſake your 
own mercy , the Lord be judge betwixt you and me , 1 
take heaven & ea1;h ro witneſs , that ſuch ſhalleternally 


agar bur it they ſerve the Lord, great will their reward | 


when they & I ſhall ſtand before aur Judge. Ser for- 
waid up the mountain to meet with God: clam up, for 
your Saviourcalleth on you. It may be, God call you to 
your zeſt when 1 am far from you , but yehare m7 ore 


. with Chriſt in tire while 


. Tife: AS: ws Api » & miſpending of the 
"Ergiedlogofpr of proyer on r= & refu- 
0 


J "4, .C ! "4 4 
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On ' ' - 4s "Ivy 
191, wo FL 
own glori «fue 
4 AF, . ; E Your SHEA 
- EET R. 
at cares; 


;. Loſe your time. no longet : *Flee the 

e5 ofyomh 'Gitd x ome, loins of your mind; & make 
you ready fof I have vfren ſuramond 
you, & tow (amwond you ' again » 0 _ before 


F wen whether or not your foul be hand- faſted 
Ii 


cannbt Neſs flames. or purchaſe to 'you 
one hour's fo from chat pain! O —— 


-y ye had! bur this is z fair day that runneth 


, ſrohow ye haye ſpent it , & tonfider the neceffiry 
off vation: & tell me { inthe feaxof God } if ye have 
made it ſure: Tam Ye have aconſcience that 
will be ſpeakin Tang) to you: Why will yedie & 
o__ your felt? 'T in Chriſt's name ro rovte 
up your contclanes” NID to. indent & contract 
alvation” is in your offer: 
Theo is the accepted rime, this is the day of falration: 
play the marchant , for 'ye cannot expe& acorher mat- 

-day when this is done ; therefore es me again be- 


_ you ro conſider in this your day, the things that. 


long to your peace , before they" be © hid \ from your 
go Deay Brother, fulfil my begin to ſeek 
the Lord whife be may be fou B xe the follies 
of deceiving & yain youth: Lay hold upow "ertrnal 


he fk 


foul 
_— 


”, were woe ey. ” PY 


| 


Mr, Rurnznopon's 


terrours of the Almighty , 


not 

a tongue to t ory that” is lai@ up for 

you in your Earher's #4 # yerelorm you 
and frame your heart ro rerurn to the. Ye know 
this world is buta ſhadow , a ſhort living exeature, vn- 
der the law of time; within les thei Rifty years , when 
look . back -ro.. it, ye ſhall laugh at the cvani- 
ing vanicies thereof , as feathers fiyiog in the air, and 
as the hantes.of 08 ich the ſea-mark , which the 
children of men arg building : Give up with courting 
of this vaio world : Seek not the baſtard's moreables, 


bur. the Son's 


ſeche means of profiting with your. : 
"ray ip your fhevily, and.ceag We waar: emember how 
our Lord's toy wandpepe whey l Pog you : it wi 
be a great cha enge you lor Go, if ye forget the 
that was donewithin the wall ITED, 
. 's dayes., andif.ye turn. afide after, che faſhions of 
this world , and if ye go not. inrume tothe kirk ro wait on 
publick worlkip:of .Gad , and if ye tarry not ar 
it, till _ all rhe exerciſes of religion be ; Give 
Gad ſome of your time both morning andevening and 
afrernoon, and n fo dog, rejoyce the heart "oly 
poor oppreſſed .- Rue upon. own tovl, 
and from' > fear the es ww he that 


- "brought again from che dead. the great Shepherd of his 
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- 
- 


lie on - funny fide mountain 19 my 
«Arwoth: But now | have ONS y 


Wy lovers and thy friends : 1 ſee God þ 


his our-fiel& 8 moor-grount? Lect ba 


or riches ; ay now, "Hay to wn aged 
neſs. 4. } findit moſtrrae, thart 


* 


eNMtefmpration 
out of hell; is, to live withour fond egy 4 
rers ſhould ſtand}, they would” ror: Faith UH berrer 
of the free air , & of the ſharp 'winrer-ſtorm 1 $ face : 
Grace withereth withour adverſity. , The Devitfis bur 
God's Maſter-fencer'to reach 'us to handſt ovr weapons. 
1 never knew how weak I wastillnow, when he hideth 
imſelf, '& when I have bitn to ſeek feven'timesa day, 
Fam adfyand withered branch, and a piece 
caſe ; dry bones atenotable"to ſtep over aſtraw: The 
thoughts of ty old fins are as the fanimonds of death 


iſt. 15% 


T4 

ſotveto wait' till I {ee-what my Lord Jeſas will do with 
me: dt arthryo rarer bon CESS ink 
the all-ſceing and over- | ) of my Lord: 
I ſee providence adn rncags. or wheel 4 
like a fool carved a providence for mine own eaſe, to dic 
in my neſt, veg vgry. tpaa ell my gray hairs, and to 


$; but 1 


miniſtery ar 

nſtabee 

rowed fire-fide and another man's houſe;nor $ 
where I live, beivg removed far from my acquaintance , 


the wor!d 


; Ob his wheels,and cafterh it as a porter dorh a veſſel on the 
wheel! : 1 dare not ſay that there is any inordinar or irre- 
gular motion it Providence ; The Lord” bath done it. 1 
will nor go to law with Chriſt , for I would gain vo- 
thinofchat. z Thave learned fome greater mortificarion, 

-and bot ro mygutn after ot ſeek ro ſuckthe world's dry 
breaſts : Nay , my Lord hathfilled ne with ſuch daio- 
ties, thatTamn like'ro afoll banquetrterwho is not for 
commot'thear.. What have Ito do ro falldown upon 
wy knees "and worthip ' mankind's great idol', The 
World? Thaye a better God then duyclay-god; Nay , 
at preſent as I am now difpoſe@, I cate nor mucho give 
this worldadiſcharge of my lift-rent ofir,, for bread & 
water : I know itis nor my home, nor my fathers houſe; 
it is but his foot-ſtoot, the ourer cloifter of hishouſe, 


ds take it; 1 


hope acver to think my {elf in it's commyn for honour 


| art mad- 


Wa- 


of a dead car- 


to 


— 


day of Scotland ; Woe, 


for the decree is gone forth: 

call the childleſs ad anſcarrying wombs. bleſied : The. 

anger of the Lordis forth, & (hail aot rerury till he | 
form he pupole of his heart, againſt Scotland : Yet. 

Fe {hall ke Scotland 2 new (hazy inſtrument having 

ah GIRDLE Nogarain, & fanthebills as chaff. The 

priſoners apon you. 
eAberd. 7 Yours in his {Wweet Lord 

1637. | deſu, S. KR. 
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MISTRESS; 
| Rn x*.8re thinking ſometimes what Chriſt is 
doing 10 Zion ,; & that the baters of Zion may get the 
bottom of our cup and the burning coals of our tarnace, 
that we have becn tryed an cheſs mac years by-gone. 
Othat this Nation would be awakened to cry mighttly 


, unto God ,-»for the ſetting up. of a_ new 1aberuacle-to 


Chriſt ia Scotland,  O if rhis Kingdom knew how worthy 
Chriſt were of hig room | His - worth was ever above. 
man's eſtimarioa,ofhim: And for- my ſclit lam pained 
atthe heart, that 1 cannor fied my felf diſpoſed to leave 
my. {elf and go, wholly in to-Chriſt  Alas'thar there 
ſhould be one. bir of axe out of him', and that we have 
roo much liberty and- laticude for our ſelves, and our 
own caſe, = credit, and pl s ; | ahd {© little 
room for All love-worthy Chriſt ! *O whar- pains and 
charges it-coſteth Chriſt ere he get us, & when all is done 
we . arc not Worth: the having: it is a wonder that 
he ſhould ſeck the like of us, but love oyerlookerh 
blackneſs and feekleſaels ; for if it had ner beenfo, 


* 
” 


Mr. Rut#utkz60kD's at, 193. 
iſt would never have made fo fair and b a bar- 
with us; as the covenant of Grace is- T' find that in 
our ſufferings , Dn 


IT may (. atid thar men 
may » how weak a bortom barare 
be} det EN char the end, which'bar Lord 


intendeth in "all or faſetings ix,” 6 Þ "Grace in 

court NOT S__— I would {@ and 

ſtreagth to ( ET Sat he ants 5 ey ws 
: ro me z Z eo mice, 

Bebe door de ens eafic ro derermin we {dy 
become of me; the thoicc were eafic, for I bebooved 
todie, if Chrift ſhould paſs by with ſtrained bowels : 
and whothen would rake us up'in our Traits? Iknow 
we way (ay thac Chriſt is kindeſt inhis love, when we 
arc our weakeſt ; and that if Chriſt had not been to the 
fore ip our {ad dayes , the witers bad gone over our ſoul : 
His mexcy hath a ſec paciod end qppoumed place how 
far & no fturrher*che"ſea of n ſhall flow, and 
” ibech 


a ret 278 rin Chriſt fr eager 
andrhat now we are liketo-be deprived of the well , cre 
* wehare tafted the ſweetneſs of the water : it may be with 
watery eyes $2 wet face & wearied feer, we ſerk Chriſt & 
ſhall nor find him. hon? wank bein 
Ro * on , wo 
he PEI dooragaiw , now , en is hack 
re NT 


4 
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Lanza ns |... 
out of the door : vie 


ve mrvfm gon Ay ro 
's ownchiildren arc fallca aſl 


EEE j.croghtis fo God's haul ant RE 


It | 


the Lord asT amable : Ecntrear you his 
that the Lord Ee bendeoſes give 


to his people in hisname., Grate, grace 


is; that Ce etc » compare 
nk with vaſt Horny, ad your 
oof cr fair rather tha ps ap 
with rhe thoughts ye ſhall have oft, whey, cortppeies 
and worms halt make thei houſes in your eycholes;: & 
IT EI Trae: if 
fo, know then > that your 


Mr. Rut ns z200RD's 
tbe more clear then now itis: :And 1 am per- 


"ond hold idicis ulk;ve mvock: -Surp- 
tmen will pot ſpend their whole love 


ovechat ruinacth another way 
thee epowhite.- And for my ſell; if T had ten loves & ten 


upon me and rakepoſſeffion of them al 1 Woe, wocis 
nos re pr IS rene Arey cs te 
in one countrey and one houſe together : 'truly pain 
love-ſickned$ tor Jeſas;makes me co think it long, long, 
Jong to thedawning of charddy, . Oh that he would cut 
ſhott years and moneths and hours, ' and orer-lcap Time, 
that we might meer! And for this! truth, $7 , io po 
profeſs, I avow before the world:of menand Angels, 
that it is the -way 'and only veay: to our countrey ; the 
reſt are by-wayes; 'and that what & fuffer for, isthe 
apple $E Chil Fs eye; cren his honour as Law- giver and 
King of his Church. I chink death too little ere Lfor- 
it.'- "Donor; Sir, I beſeech you im the Lord, make 
Chriſt's courrcthinner by drawing back from him, it is 
too thin alfcady; for-t-dare y heavcn upon it , 
hceſhall win this plea} and thefools that plea againſt him 
ſhall loſe the wager, which is theig part of Galvation , ex- 
cept they take better hecd to theit wayes: Sir, free grace 
ap oneſin for, is a jewel ous Lord grvetti to 
{ Stand faſt inthe hope ye arecalled unto: Our Mal- 
ret will read the clouds and will be upon us quickly , and 
clear our'caufe , and bring us all out in; Qur black'sand 
whitc's: Clean, cican garments inthe Bri m'scye, 
are ' of great werth : Step  over-) this: breadih of 
wotid's glory ,in to our Lord's acw- world of grace, and 
e witl laugh at the feathers that children are chafing 4 
Ja covdir! verily judge that this Inne, menare building 
| Cicirneftin, ispot wortha drink of cold water. Iti52 
| OY houlc, belt we come eb its (ewe 
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iſh, x9 5. "Lar 124% $75 
choked wick che 
rp knew how lyert my bghs for Chriſt ace, & whar ir 
were for a finger to lay his bead berweenChriſt's breaſts, 
and to be over head _—_— pany love! no Feon: 
not cauſc paper ſpeak | breadth & of 
ic | I have note ballancero __ my Locd Jcſus's 4-464 
heaven, ten heavens would nor bethe beam of a ballance, 


to weigh him in, 1 muſt give over prﬀifing of rim An 
gels ſee bur lirtle of bim : Oifthar exper. oþ would take 
off che maſk off his fair face, that I mighe {ee bim! a kiſs 
of him through his maſkis half a heaveo, O day, dawn! 
Orime, run faſt ! © Bridegroom, polt,poſt faſt,that we 
may meer! O heavens, cleaveintwo , that, thatbrighe 
face & head may ſer ir ſclf throughthe clouds! O that the 
corn were ripe,ang this world prepared for his hook ! Sir, 
be pleaſed ro remember a bas bonds, Grace be 


with you. 
eAberd. July 10. Yours in bis ſweet Loyd 
- 1647» leſus, S. R 


T Mr HUGH McEKEAILL. 
My very dear Brother ; 


Y Eknow , that men may take their ſweet fill ofthe 
ſowre Law in Grace's ground & betwixt the Media» 
tor's breaſts , and thisis finners ſafeſt way ; for there is a 
bed for wearicd finners to reſt them 1a , in the new Cove- 
nant, though no bed of Chriſt's making to ſleep in :- The 
Law ſhall never be my doomſter by Chriſt's grace , if1 ger 
no mace of it: I ſhall find a fore cnough doom 
inthe G to humble and to caſt me down; itis [ [ 
grant a good rough friend wo follow a traitourto 
zand to back him till he come ro Chriſt: We may 
blame our ſelves who cauſe the Law to crave well paid 
debr, toſcar us away from Jcſus, and diſpure abouta 
righteouſneſs of our own, a world in the moon, a 
chimera, and a night-drcam that pride is Father & mother 


" to: Therecannotbe a more humble ſoul then a believer; 


it is no pride for a drowing man to catchhold of a 
rock, Lrejoyce that the Ing of this conſuſed worlds. 
are 


ſmoke thercof. O that my adverla- = 


= . 


- 


- 
- ov 
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are rolled & cogged & driven according as our Lord 
will: Our of whatever airth the wind blow, itwill 
blow us on our Lord: No wind can blow our files 
over-board; becauſe Chnift's ſkill, and the honour of 
his wiſdom are empawned and aid down at the ſtake for 
the ſea-paſſcogers, thar he ſhall pot them ſafe off his 
handon the ſhore , in his father's known bounds, our 
native home-ground. Ay deer Brother , ſcar not at the 
croſs of Chr : ir is not-ſeen yer, what Chriſt will do 
for you, when it cometh to the worſt: He will 
.his gracetill ye be ar a ſtrait, and then bring for: rhe 
decreed birth for your ſilration : Ye 'are at arrow of his 
own making , let him ſhoot you againſt a wall ef braſs, 
epoive ſia keep whole. 1 cannot for multitude of 
honecr and diſtractions of friends pan what I would 
for the times: 1 haye not one hour of ſpare time, ſuppoſe 
the day were fortic hours long. Remember me in 
prayer : Grace be with you. 
eAberd. Sept, 5. Yours in his ſweet Lord * 
1637. Jeſus, S.R. 


To his a and Dear Brother 
Mr. DAVID DICKSON. 


My Reverend C7 dear Buother; 


Fear ye have never known me well: if ye ſaw my 

inner-fide , it is poſſible ye would pirtic me, barye 
would hardly give me either love or reſpet: Men mi- 
ſtake ge the whole length of the heaven's : My fins 
prevail orer me, and the terrors of their guiltineſs: 1am 
putofcento aſk, if Chriſt and I did ever ſhake hands 
zogether in carneſt, I mean nor that my feaſt-dayes are 
quite gone ; but1 am made of extremities: Ipray God 


ye never have the woeful and driery 4 een of a ' 


cloſed mouth; for theo ye ſhall judge the 
my fiog in the Charchof Irwin , blefled birds: But my 
Gul hath been refreſhed and watered, when 1 hearot 
par courage and zeal for your gever-enough-praiſed, 

iled Maſter, inchat ye pur the men of God, chaſed 


patrows thar 


out 
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dare ſay in God's preſence , That this 5ball never haſten 
your ſuffering ; but shall be David Dickens af ans Parke 
ing joy » that while be had time and leaſure , hy 

to work, to lift up leſus , his {weet maſter”, 
Shier. | © manot God, [hr fg be y 
that plant of renown , for that chief amoug ten them 
ſands, forthat Prince of the Kings oPearch © it/is but 
lirtle that I know of God , yet this I dare write,” Chriſt 
chall be glorified in David Dickſon , bowbeit Scotland be 
net gathered : .1 am pained , pained , that 1 have not 
more to give my ſweet bridegroom: His comfortsts 
me are not dealt wich a niggard's hand, but 1 would fain 
learn not to idolize comfort , ſeule, joy, and fireer 
felt-preſence: All cheſe ace bur creatures, & nothi 
bur the kiagly robe , the Gold-ring and the Bracelers 
the Bridegroom : The Bridegroom hamſelt is better they 
all the ornameurs thar are thim. Now, I would 
notſo much have theſe, as God himſclf, and ts be 
ſwallowed up oflove to Chriſt : I ſee in delightiugin a 
communion with Chriſt , we may make moe Gods then 
one x but however, all was but bairus-play berween 
Chriſt and me till now: if one would have {worn unto 
me , I would not have believed , what may be foundin 
Chriſt: I hope ye pitie $4 wa that much in my priſon, 
asto help me your ſelf, to cauſe others help mea 
Dyrvour , afinful wretched Dyvonr to pay ſome of my 
debcs of praiſe tomy great King: Let my Goy'be pai 
and witne(s , if my Pal weed not have ſweet cale and 
comfort,to have many hearts cbufirmed in Chriſt, & cn- 
larged with his tove,8& many tongues ſer on work to ſet op 
igh my Royal and princely welbeloved. © that m 


4 
ſuſterings could pay tribute to ſucha King ! I1have given. - 
over wondering at his love: for Chriſt hack manifeſted 


a af art me, that 1 never revealed ro 
living : Hobo goon fair and riche ment an 
ſweer ſale , anda goodly market for his cal- 


ling of 5hewing mercy , on me the chicfof ſigners; Every 

oue knoweth not ſo well as I do,* my woetally often- - 

broken corenams; My (os againſt light workingio the 
: | 
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very at of finning, has been mer with admirable mercy : 
Bur Alas ! He will ger nothing back again bur wretched 
vochankfulnefs! 1am ſure , 1f Chriſt pitic any thing in 
me, next to my fin, itis painof love for an armful & ſoul- 
fal of himſelf , in faith, loye and begun fruition: My 
ſorrow is, tharT cannot ger Chrift lifted off the duſt in 
Scotland, and (et on high above all the (kies avd heaven of 
heavens. | 
eAberd. May 1. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
16437- leſus , S.R. 


To his reverend and dear Brother, 
#.JOHN LIVINGSTONE. 


My Reverend and dear Brother ; 


Race, mercy and peace be to you: 1 long to hear 
from you, and tobe refrethed with the comtorts of 

the bride of our Lord Jeſus in lreland : 1 ſuffer with you 
 Ingrief, forthe daſh that your deſires to be at N..E. have 
ccceived of late: Burif our Lord, who hath (kull co 
bringup his children, had not (cen it your beſt, ic ſhould 
befallen you: Held your peace, and ſtay your 
;the holy one of Iſracl : hearken what he faith 
of your deſires, he will ſpeak peace to his peo- 
- Tam here removed from my flock , & filenced and 


have been confined in ſpirit alſo with deſertzons & chal- 
_ I gave ina bill of quarrels & complaincs of ug- 
ki againſt Chriſt , who ſcemed to caſt me over the 
dike of the vineyard as adry tree, & ſeparated me from 
theLotd's inhericance : But bigh , high and loud praiſes 
beto our royal crowned King) in Ziow , that he hath not 
burnethedry branch : I ſhall yer live and ſee his glory. 
Your mother-church for her whorcdom is like to be caſt 
off: The bairas may break their heart ro ſee ſuch chiding 
betwixt the huſband and the wife, Our Clergie is upon a 
Reconciliation with the Lutherians, & the Dechors are Wri- 
ting books, aud drawing up a Common Confeſſion at the 
Council's command : Our Service-book is proclaimed 


with ſoundof trawpet; The night is fallen down open 
x 


ned in Aberdeen , forthe teftimony of jeſus: And 1- 
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the Prophets ; Scotland's day of viſitation is come Ir is 

time for the bride to weep, while Chriſt is a ſaying 4. He 
will chuſe another wife: But our tkiewill clear again: The 
dry branch of cut-down Lebanon will bud again and be 
glorious y and they ſhall yer plant vines upon vur moun- 
tains. Now, My dear Brother, I write to you for this end, 
tharye may help me to praiſe, & ſeek helpot others with 
you, that Ged may be glorified in my bonds, '- My Locd 
feſus hath raken the withered dry ſtranger & his brokea- 
in-hearr priſoner , into hishouſe of wine: OL O, if ye 
& a!l Sco:land, andall our brethren with you , knew how 


' Fam feaſted | Chriſt's honez-combs dropcomforts : He 


dineth with his priſooer, & the King's ſpikenard caſteth 
a ſmell : The Devil cannot get it denied, but we ſuffer 
for the apple of Chriſt's: eye , his royal pretogativesas 
King and Law-giver: Let us not fear or faine. He will 
have his Goſpel once again rouped in Scotiend, aid haye 
the matter going to voices, to ſee who.will ſay, let. Chriſt 
be crowned King ip Scotland: it is true, Antichriſt ſtige 
reth bis tail, but 1 love arumbliagaud raging, Devil io the 
kirk { fince the Charch militant cannoc,.or may not want 
a Devil ro woyble her] rather theo a {abtile oc flceping 
Devil: Chriſt never yet got a bride without itrg 
ſword: it is now nigh cos 


your name to Chriſt's door : I pray you, Dear Brother, 
forget me not: Let me hear from. you by Letter, and1 
charge you , {mother not Chriſt's bounty towards me:. I 
write what I have found of him in the houſe of my pil- 
grimage. Remember my love to all our brethren and' 
fiſtersthere. - The keeper of the vineyard watch for his 
Sages city & for you, 


«Aberd, Feb. 7. Your Brother and fellow- 
1637, ſufferer, S.R, 
To Mr. EPHRAIM MELVIN. 
Reverend and dear Brother ; 


Received your lewer and am contented wich all my 
heart that onr acquaintance in our Lord continue, I 
: R- 3 am 


bridegroom,'s catcang+ into” 
- his chamber ; let usawake and” go in with.him:; thear 
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am wreſtliog as 1 dow, up the mount with Chriſt's 
croſs: My ſecondis kind 9nd able to help. As for your 
queſtions, becauſe of my manifold diftraftions, and 
letrers to multitudes , I have not time ro anſwer them : 
What ſhall be aid in common for that , thall beimparted 
to you ; for lam upon theſe queſtions ; therefore ſpare 
mea little , forthe Service-book would take a great time; 
butlT think, Sicut deoſculatio re/igioſa imaginis , aut etiam 
elementorum,eſt in ſe idololatria externa , po. intentio deo[cu- 
landi tota, quanta in attu eſt , feratur in Deum rgwreruner'; 
ita geniculatio coram pane , quando , nempe, ex inſtituts 
totus homo extermes Of internus verſari , debeat circa elemen- 
taria ſigna , eſt adoratio relativa , & adoratio ipſius panis . 
atio : Intentio adorandi objefium materiale, non eft de 
eta extern adorationis ; ut patet in deoſculatione reli- 
groſa. Sic geniculatio coram imagine Babylonics eft externa 
adoratio imaginis , et ſi tres pueri mente intendiſſent adorar + 
Iehovam. Sic qui ex metu ſalo, aut ſpe prety aut inanit 
glorie » Ceniculatuy coram aureo vitulo leroboam: , j quod ab 
w/o rege, qui nulld religione indus , ſed libidine dominandi 
tantum , vitulum erexit , faftitatum eſſe , texts ſatis lucu- 
lenter clamat ) adorat vitulum externd adoratione ; eſto qued 
putaret vitulum eſſe meram creaturam , & honore mulls dig- 
nuw: quis geniculatio ,. ſive nos nolumus ſave velumus , ex 
inſtituto _ nature , in wy religio ys ſymbelum 
religio/e ationis: Ergo, ſicut pans ſiynificat corpus 
Ce. &t i ab fit aftus _ noſtre intentionis, ſic relipnſe 
geniculatio , ſublats omni intentione | bumand , eſt externa 
adoratio panis coram quo adoramus » ut coram ſrono vicario 
& repteſentativo Dei: Thus A you to 
God's render mercy , Tdcfire, that ye would remem- 
ber me to God, SanAification ſhall ſettle you moſt in 
thetrath. Grace be with you. 


eAberd. 1617. Your brother in Chriſt 
| leſus, S.R, 


Epilt. 19.9, L2zTTEHR Ss, 195 
To a Gentle woman , upon the death 
of her hus . 


MISTRESS; 


Race, mercy & peace be to you: Icannot but 
rejoyce, and withal begrievet, at yourcale: ir 

hath pleaſed the Lord to remove your huſband, ( my 
friend , and this Kirk's faithful profeſſor ) ſoon to his 
reſt ;, bur ſhall we be ſorry, chat our lols is his gain ,. 
ſceing his Lord would want his company no longer : 
think not much of ſhort ſummouds, for ſceing he 
walked with hisLord in his life ,. and deſired thac Chriſt 
{ſhould be magnified in him ar his death , ye ought to 3 
filenr & ſatisfied : When Chriſt cometh for his own, he 
runacth-faſt : mercy , mercy to the ſaints goeth not ar 
leiſure; love, lovein our Redeemer is not flow , and 
withal he is homely with you , who cometh at his own 
hand to your houſe , & intrometeth as a friend ,, with any 
thing thx is yours. Ichink, he would fain borrow & 
Iend with you. Now he ſhall meet with the ſolacious- 
company , the fair flock ,. and blefſed beirw-time ofthe: 
firſt-born ,. banquetting at the marriage-ſupper of the 
Lamb, Itisa mercy, the poor wandrivg ſheep get 
a dike-ſide, in this Rormie day , and a lecking ſhip a 
ſafe harbor , & aſca-ſick paſſenger a ſound and ſoft bed: 
albore, Wrath, wrath, wrath from the Lord is come- 
ing upon this land, that he harh lefr behind him * know 
therefore, that your Lord Jeſus his wounds, are the 
wounds of a lover , and that he will have compaſſion up- 
a ſad-hearred ſervant ; and that Chriſt hath ſaid ; he 
will have the huſband's room in your heart: he loved 
you in your firſtbuſband's time; and he is but woocing: 
you ſtill, give him heart and. chair, houſe and all; he 
will not be made companion with any other ; love is full 
of Jealoufics, be will have all your love , and who- 
thould get is- but He? I know, ye allow ir upon him: 
there are ts, both ſweet and ſatisfying, laid up: 
for you, wait on; fiſt Chriſt, he is an honelt debter, 
Now for mine own caſe , Ithink ſome poor body would 
be gladof a dated priſoucr's leavipgs. I haye mo __ 
. R 4 | or: 
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of Chriſt's tove: he hath waſted moe comforts upon his 
poor baniſhed ſervant , then would have refreſhed many 
ſouls: my burden was once fo heavie, that oneounce 
weight would have caſten the ballance , and broken m 
bick ; bur Chriſt ſaid , Bold, bold, tomy ſorrow, & hat 
wiped a bluthered face, which was fon! with weeping. 
I may joy fully go my Lord's errands, with wages in my 
hands; Þferrad hopes need not to make me dead /wwier ( as 
we uſe to lay ) my croſs is both my crofs and my reward, 
Ch that men would ſound his high praiſcs! I love Chriſt's 
worlt reproaches, his glooms , fis croſs, betterthen al 
this world's plaſtered glory , my heart is not longing ro 
be back again from Chriſt's country, it's a (wee: ſoil I 
Iam come to. I ( if any inthe world ) have good caufe 
to ſpeak much good of him. O! Hell were a good cheap 
price to buy him at, Oh ifall the three Kingdoms were 
witneſſes to my” pained , pained foul, overcome and 
wounded with Chriſt's tove! I chagk you moſt kindly, 
my deay Siſter , for your love to & tender care of my Bro- 
ther, I will thinkmy ſelf obliged to you , if ye continue 
his friend: he is more to me then a brother now , being 
engagedto ſuffer for ſo honourable a maſter and caule. 


Pray for Chgiſt's priſe Grace, grace be with you. 
eAberd. March 7. oo Yours im his feet Lord 
| 1636. leſus, S. R. 
To.his Reverend and dear Brother , 


Ms. JOHN NEV AY. 


My reverend anddear Brother ; 


+ © Race , mercy & peace be to you: Thaveexceedin 
KI many 1 write to, elſe 1 wonld be kinder in paper; 
oyce that my ſweer Maſter hath any to back him : 
ick, thick may my royal Kings Court be. O that his 
K ivgdom might grow! It were my joy, to have his houſe 
full of gueſts.. Exceptthar T have ſome - es, for 
The molt part I have a King's life with Chrift> he igall 
rfamed with the powders of the marchant: he hath a 
King's face& a King's {mell; hischariot, pz" 
riet 


: 
| 
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rieth his poor priſorier , is of the wood of Lebanon, it is 
paved with love: is not that ſoft ground to walk or lie 
on ? Ichink berter of Chriſt thenever I did; my thonghes 
of his love grow and ſwell on me: I never writeto 

ofhim ſo much as L have felt. ObifI could wrice a book 
of Chriſt & of his lore! Suppoſe I were made white 
aſhes, & burnt for this ſame cruth,thar pou youne wn as 
knots of traws,it were my gainzit my aſhes could proclaim 
the wry excellency nf wy Lord Jeſus : There 
is muchtellingin Chriſt, 1 give over the weighing of 
him ; Heaven would not be the beam of a ballanceto 
weigh himin; Whateyes be on me , or what windof 


* rongues beoa me, 1 care nor: Let me ſtand inthis ſtage 


inthe fools coat, and at a fools part. tothe reſt of this 
nation: -if I can ſer my welbeloved:on high, and wit- 
neſs fair for him , a tig for their, Hoſama : if 1 canroll 
my ſelf in a lap of Chriſt's garment , Lwilllie there, and 
laugh az the choughes of dy1og bits of clay. Brother, we 
have cauſeto weep for our hart mother , her butband is 
ſending her to Rome's brothel-houlſe , which is the gate 
ſheliketh well: Yer 1 perſwade you, there {hall bea fair 
after-growth for Chriſt , in Scotland, and this Church 
ſhall ting the Bridegroom's welcom-home again to his own 
houſe : The worms ſhall car chem firſt , cre they cauſe 
Chriſt take good-wight at Scotland. 1am hereaflaulted with 
the Doors gun; bur | bleſs the father of light, they draw 
not blood of trath, 1 find no lodging in the heart of 
natural men , - who are-cold friends to my Maſter: I 
pray you , Remember my love to that Gencleman 4 C. 
My heart is knit to him, becauſe he and T have one 
Maſter, Remember my bonds, and preſent my ſervice 
to my Lord and my Lady: 1 with Chriſt may be. dearer 
to-them , then to mauy of cheirplace. Grace be with 
you, - - .* 


wAberd; July 5. Yours in his fweet Lord* 
1647, leſus , S. R. 


Þ 
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To my Lady 
8.0: LD, 
MAD 4A M; 


Race, mercy & peace bero you: Few ( Ibelieye ) 
know the pain & rorment of Chriſt's friſted love : 
friſting of Chtift's preſents is a marrer of rormenr, 1 
know a poor foul, that would lay all oars in the water, 
for a banquer or reaſt of Chriſt's love. } cannot think, 
bur it be uptaking & (weer, ta ſee the white & red of 
Chriſt's fafr face; for he is white © ruddy and mw», hk 
mong ton thouſands, Cant.5. 10. lam'fure, that mult be a 
well made face ofhis, heaven muſt be in his viſage; glory, 
glory for evermore muſt fir on his countenance. 1dare 
not curſe the maſk & covering ; that is on his face; bur © 
if there werea hole in it ! O1f Ged-would cear the maſk! 
Fy , fy upon us, we were never ſhamed:ill now, that we 
. do not proclaim our pining and languifhiog forkim. I 
am ſure , hever tongue ſpake of Chriſt, as be is... Iam 
fill of thar mind , and fill will be, that we wrong aad 
undervaluc that holy ; holy One, in having ſuch ſhort & 
ſhallow thoughrs of his weighe & worth. Oit I could 
have but leave toſtand befide , & ſee the Father weigh 
Chriſt the Son, ifir were poſlible / But howevery one of 
them c@mprehendeth another , we , who have cycs of 
clay, cangor comprehend; Bar it is pity forevermore, & 
more then ſhame; that ſech an one as Chriſt, ſhould fir in 
heaven hisalone for us : Togo up thither one's errand, & 
©o-purpole to ſee, were no ſmall glory. O that he would 
#rike out windows, and fair and great lights, in this 
old bouſe , this fallen-downſoul , and then ſer the foul 
near- hand Chriſt , thar the rays & beams of light , and 
the ſoul-delighting glances of the fair, fair God-head, 
- might{hine in at the windows and fill the houſe ! A fairer 
& more acar and direR hghrt ofChriſt would make room 
for his love; for we are but pinched and ſtrairned in his 
love. Alas, it wereea(ſy to meaſure & weigh all the love, 
that we have for Chriſt, by inches and ounces ! Alas, that 
.we {hbuld love by meaſure and weight, and not rather 
"have floods & feats 05 Chit's love !. Oh that "_ 
wo 
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would break down the old narrow veſſels. of theſe nac- 
row & cbb ſouls; & make fair, deep, wide & broad ſouls, 
to hold a ſea & a full tide , flo overall its banks, of - 
Chriſt's love ! Oh that che Almighty would give me my 
requeſt ! Thar I mighe ſee Chriſt come to his rewple a- | 
ain; [ aghe is minting , & *tislike mindiog todo] andif 7 
the land were humbled , the judgments chreatned are | 
with this reſervation, I know , if we sþall turn and repent, - - 


' Owhata heaven ſhoald we have on carth, to ſee Scothand's 


moon , like the light. of the Sun , & Scotland's —_ 
ſeven fold, like the light of ſeven days, in the day that the 
Lord bindeth up the breach of his people , & hcaleth the * 
ſtroke of their wounds ! {/a..3. 26. Alas! thar we will 
not pull & draw Chriſt ro his oldtents again, to come & 
ſedamong the lilies, till che day break & the ſhadows 
flegaway ! Othat the Nobles would go on, in the ſtrengths 
& courage of the Lord, to brivg our lawful King Jeſus - 
home again ! Iam perſwaded, he ſhall return again in 
glory to thisland ; bur happy werethey, who could help + ? 
to convoy him to his ſanfuary , & ſer him again up opon 
the mercy-lcat betwixt the Cherubitms. O Sun return to * 
darkned Brittain ! O fireſt among all the ſons of men, O' 
moſ excellent One, come home again, come home , and 4win the 
Giſes and bleſſings of the mourners in Zion, thepriſoners of 
e , that wait for thee! Iknow,, he can alforriumph iu 
ſuffering, & ooop & reign, & die & triumph, & remain in 
priſon, & yet ſubdue bis evemies : But how happy were I,- 
to {ce the coronation day of Chriſt: to ſee his mother who - 
bare him pur the crown upon his head again , &cry with 
ſhouting rill the earth ſhould ring , Let LAiroes King livec 
and reign for evermore ! Grah gnoeins with your La, . 
eAberd, 1637. our La: at all obedjence-in 
Chriſt, S.R. 


To Mr. ALEXANDER COLVILL- 
Of Blair.. 
HMuch honoured Sir ; 
Race , mercy & peace be toyou: I would defire to” 


know , how my Lord took my letter 1 ſent kim , 8: 
R- 6+ bew/ 
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how heis: Tdcfire nothing, bus that he be faſt & honeſt 
to my royal Maſter and King, Iam well every way , all 
praiſeto him , in whoſe books I muſt ſtand forever as his 
debter; Oaly my filence paineth me.. I had one joy our 
of heayen, next to Chriſt my Lord, & that was to preach 
him co this fairhleſs generation, and rhey have raken that 
from me: it was to measthe poor man's oneeye, and 
they have put out that eye. 1 know the violence done to 
me & his poor bereft Bride, is come up before the Lord: 
and ſuppoſe I (ec not the other fide of my croſs , or what 
my Lord will bring ourof ir; yet I believe the viſion (hall 
not carry, and that Chriſt is on hisjourvey for my deli- 
verance, he gocth not lowly, but paſleth over ren mouu- 
rains, at one ſtride: inthe meantime, I am pained with 
his love , becauſe I want real poſſeſſion : when Chriſt 
cometh, be ſtayeth not Jong ; bur certainly, the bloWing 
of his breath upon a wr; AÞ is heaven upon earth: & 
whenthe wind curneth into the North, & he goeth away, 
I dic , till the wind change in the Weſt , and he viſit lus 
priſoner : But he holdeth me nor often at his door. Iam 
richly repayed for ſuffering for hip. O if all. Scotland 
were as I am, except my bonds ! O what pain I have, be- 
cauſe I cannot get him praiſed by my faficriogs! O thar 
heaven, within and withour, and the earth were paper, & 
all che rivers, fountains , and ſeas were ifk, and I able co 
write all che paper within and without, full of his praiſes 
and love and excellency, robe read by manand Angel ! 
Nay this is little ; I owe my heaven for Chriſt, and to de- 
fire, bowbcic 1 ſhould never enter in at the gates of the 
new Jeruſalem, to ſend my love and my praifes over the 
wall to Chrift, Alas that Time and Days lie betwixt 
him avd me; and adjourn our meeting ! It is' my part to 
cry, O when will the night be paſt and the dey dawn, that 
we 5hall ſee one another'Be pleaſed to remember my ſervice 
to my Lord, to whom 1 wrote; and ſhewhim., that for his 
afteftion to me, I cannot but pray for him, andearneſtly 
defire thar Chriſt miſs him not ous of theroll of thoſe, 
who are his witneſles, now , when his kingly honour is 
called iv queſtion :' it 'is his honour to bold up Chtiſt's 
royal train, agdto be an inftrument to hold the crown 


upon 
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Chriſt's head. Shew him, becauſe I love his true ho- 
nour and ſtanding, that this is my earneſt defire for him. 
Now 1 bleſsyou ;. and the prayers of Chriſt's priſoner 
come npou you: and his ſweeteſt preſence , whom ye 
ferye inthe ſpirit, accompany you. 
eAberd: June 2. Yours at all obliged obedience in 

1637. Chriſt, S.R. 


To Ms, FOHN ROW. 


. Reverend and dear. Krother ; 


Received yours: T bleſs bis bigtrand great name, IHike 
my ſweet Maſter ſtill che longerthe berter: A fight of 
his croſs is more awfom, then the weight of it. 1 thipk 
the worſt things of Chriſt , even his reproaches and his 
croſs, ( when lookon- theſe nor with bleared eyes ) far 
rather to be choſen,then the laughter & worm-ecacen joys 
of my adverſaries. Ob tha they were. as lam, exceprmy 
bonds! My witneſs is above, my Miniftery.vext to Chriſt, 
is deareſt co me of any thing; but I lay ir down at Chriſt's 
feer, for his glory and his honour as ſupreme Law- giver, 
which is dezrerrome, AMydear Brother, if ye will re- 
ceive the teſtimony of a poorpriſoner of Chriſt, who dare 
not now difſemble for the world , 1 believe cerrainly,& , 
expect thanks from the Prince of the Kings ot the earth, | 
for my poor hazards ( ſuch as they are ) for his honour- 
able.cauſe, whom I can never enough extol, for his run- 
ning-over love ro my {ad ſoul, fince 1 came hither. Othart 
could get him fer on high & praiſed ! 1 ſeek no more, as . 
the top & root of my defires, but that Chriſt may make 
lory ro himſelf , A cdification rothe weaker, out of my 
ufterings. Idefire ye would help mebothto pray and 
praiſe. Grace be with you. 
«Aberd. Joly 8. 1637; Yours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus; S.R. 


To the Lady CULROSS. 


MAD A M; | 
Race, imetcy and peace be to you: I am muck 
G refreſhed with youtTertes, tiow-xtiengrh come to 


me. 


_ 
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me. I find my Lord Jeſus cometh nor, in that preciſe wa 
thacI lay wait for him, he hath @ gate of his own :. 

bow high arc his wayes aboye my wayes ! I ec but little 
of him: itis beſt notto offer to learn him a leſſon , bur 
to give him abſolutely his own will , in coming, going, 
_— flowing, and in the manner ofhis gracious work- 
ing. I want nothing bura back burthen of Chriſt's love : 
I would go through hell, and the thick of the damned 
Devils, ro have a hearty feaſt of Chriſt's love ; for he 
bath ferrered me with his love , and run away , & lef 
mea chained man. Woe is me', that I was fÞ looſe, 
raſb, vaio and graceleſs, in my unbelieving thoughtsof 
Chciſt's love : Bur what can a ſonl under a non- entry (when 
__y bts were wodſet and loſt} do clſe, but makea 
ſc libel againſt Chriſt's love ? I know your ſelf , . Ma- 
dam , and many moe , will be witneſſes againſt me, if 1 
repent not of my unbelief ; for I haye been ſcekiog the 
Pope's wares, ſome hire for grace within my ſelf. 1have 
pot learned , as Iſhould do, to put my ſtock and all 
my treaſure, in Chriſt's hand ; but I would have a ſtock 
of mincown: audere-] was aware, I was taking hire 
to be the Law's advocate , to ſeek Juſtification by works. 
I forgot , that grace is the only garlaud that is worn in 
heaven , upon the heads of the glorified. And now 1 
half rejoyce, that I have ſickneſs for Chriſt to wock upon: 
fince I muſt have wounds, well's my ſoul, I have aday's 
work for my Phyſician Chriſt : I hope to give Chriſt his 
own calling , it ſetteth him full well to cure diſcaſes, 
My ebbings are very low , and the tide is far out, when 
- my Beloved gocthaway ; and then Icry , Ohcraclcy /! 
to put out the poor man's one eye , and that, that was 
my joy, next to Chriſt, to preach my welbcloved; then 
Imakea noiſe about Chriſt's houſe, looking ugcouth- 
like in at his window , and caſting my love and my de- 
fires over the wall , till God ſend better, lam oficn 
content, my bill lic in heaven, till the day of my de- 
parture, providing I had affucance, that mercy ſhall be 
written onthe back of it : I would not care for ouwaiting; 
burwhen I draw-in a tired arm & gn empty hand withal, 
1s much to mc , to keep wy thoughts iy order ; _ 
will. 


Epiſt. 204. 
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will noc get agate for Chriſt's love , when Thave done all” 
Ican. 1 would fain yield to his ſtream , & row with 
Chriſt, and not againſt him, Burwhile 1 live, [ ſee, that 
Chriſt's Kingdom in me will not be le; ſo many. 
thoughts in me riſe up againſt his ir aod kivgly 
power.. Surely, I bave nor el his ſweet kind- 
neſs ro me:. Iſparetodoit ,. lelt I. be deemed to ſeek my 
felf; burhis breath hath ſmelled of the powder of the 
merchants, andotthe King's ſpikevard ;. I think, I con- 
ceive new thoughts of heaven , becauſe the Card & the 
Map of Heaven, that he letreth me now fee , is {o fair, 
and (o ſweet, Tam fare, we are niggards and ſparing 
bodies in ſeeking. © I verily judge > we know not how 
much may be had inthis lite, there is yer ſomething be- 
yoadall we fcc , that ſecking would light upon.” O that 
my love-ſfickneſs would put me to a bulinefs, when all the 
world arc ſound ſleeping, to cry & knock ! But the truch 
is, finc:1I came hicher, I have been wondering, thar 
after my.importunicy. ro have my all of Chriſt's love, I 
have not gocren a real ſign , bun have come from him 
crying » hunger , hunger. Ithink, Chriſt lentech-me ſee 
meat , in my extremity of hunger, and giveth menoac 
ofit: When lam near the apple, he draweth back his 
hand , & gocth aways to me follow: Andagaio, 
when Iam within anarm levgth to the apple , be h 
a new break to the gate, and I have himro ſeek of new : 
He ſeemerh nor to pity my dwining and my ſwooning, 
forhis love. I dare ſometimes put my bunger overto 
him'to be judged, if I would not buy him , with athou- 
fand years in the hotreſt furnace in hell, ſobeing I might 
enjoy him: Bur my hunger is fed with want and abfence : 
Thuoger and 1 have vo: , but my comfort is to lie and 
waiton, andto pur my poor ſoul and my ſufferings in 
Chriſt's hand : Let him make any thingoutof me, fo 
being he de glorified in my ſalvation; forI know , Iam 
for him : O that my Lord may win his own gra- 
ciousend in me! I will not beateaſe , while Ibut 
fo far aback : O if I were near him and with him , thar 
this poor ſoul might be ſatisfied with himſelf ! Your fon 
ia law W. G, is now truly henoured for his Lord and 
Maſter's 


$94 Mr. ROYH3SRFOOR D'S Epiſt, 205. 
Maſter's cauſe: when the Lord is fanning Zien, itis a 
token, that he isa true- branch of the vine, that the 

rd beginneth firſt to dreſs him : He is Mn 
his Lord, as og By ny to me, and his wife is 
his encourager , whi ould make you  rejoyce. 
For your fon, who is your grief, your Lord wait- 
td on you and me, till we were ripe, and broughc 


us in. It is your to pray, and wait upon him : 
When he is ripe, he wil bo Dokeb for: who can 
command our Lord's wind to blow ? I know it ſhall be 
yourgoodia-the larter end: That is one of your waters 
to heavens ye could nor go about ir; there are the fewer 
behind: 1 remember you, and him , and yours, as 
tam able: Bur alas, 1 am believed co be ſomething , & 
. Tamnothing butan emprie reed : Wants are my beſt ri- 
ches , becauſe I have theſe ſupplied by Chriſt. Remem- 
ber w deareſt love to your Brother : 1 know, he pleads 
with his harletmothey for her Apoftaſic. Iknowalſo, 
ye are kind to my worthy Lady Kenmare, a wo- 
man beloved of the Lord , who hath becu very mind- 
fal of -my bonds : The Lord give her and her child, 
to find -mercy in the*day of Chriſt. Great men atc 
dry and cold in doing for me: the tiackling of chains 
for Chriſt affrighteth- them ; but let my Lord break 
all my idols, 1 will yet bleſs him. Iam obligedto m 

Lord Lorn: I with him mercy. Remember my bondewich 
praiſes, and pray for me, that my Lord may leaven the 
North, by my bonds and ſufferings. Grace be with you. 

cAberd, july 9. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. leſus, S.R. 


To ALEXANDER GORDON 
Of Knockgray. 


Dear Brother ; 
(GG Race , mercy & peace be toyou: There is no que- 
ſtion bur our mother- church hath a father, and that 
ſhe ſhall nor die without an heir , that her enemies {hall 


n_imamnmane Zieptheie hnelrage Yeſer, whither- 
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ſoever Zion's enemies go, ſuppoſe they dig many miles 
underthe ground', yer our Lord finderh them out , & he 
hath vengeances laid up inſtore for them, & che poor & 
needy ſhall nor alwayes be forgonen. *' Our hope was 
drouping & ame, & man was ſaying, what can God 
make out of the old dry bones of this buried Kirk? The Prelats 
andtheir followers were 4 grave above us: ir is like 
out Lord is to open our graves, & purpoſerh to cauſe his 
two ſlain witneſſes riſe the third day. O how long waitT, 
to hear our weeping Lord jeſus ſing again, & triumph, & 
rejoyce & divide the ſpoil! I findit hard work to believe, 
when the courſe of proyidence goeth croſs-wayes ro-our 
faith , & whien mifted ſouls in a dark night cannot know 
Faſt by Weſt, & our ſcaCompaſs ſeemeth to fail us. Every 
mad is a believer in day-ligh:. A fair day ſermeth to 
be madeall of faith & hope. Whar a trial of goldiis it, to 
ſmoke it alittle above the fire? But to keep gold perfet 
yellow- coloured amidſt the flames, & tobe turned from 
veſſe1to veſſel, & yet ro cauſe our fornace ſound; & ſpeak, 
& cry the praiſes of the Lord, is another matter. 1 know, 
my Lord made ine not for fire, howbeir he hath fitted me 
in ſome meaſure for the fire. Tbleſs his high name, thar 
I wax not paler , neither have I loſt the colour of gold, & 
that this fire harh made me ſomewhat thin , and that m 

Lord oy pour me in any yeflel he pleaſerh: For afi - 
wager , I mayjuſtly quit my part of this wortd's laugh- * 

ter, & give up with time, and caſt ont with the plea- 7 
ſures of this world. I know a man, who wondered to ſee 
any inthis life faogh & ſport : ſurely our Lord ſeeketh this 
of us, as to ay rejoycing in preſent periſbing things. I ſee. 
above all thicgs , and that we may fir down and fold legs 
& arms, & ſtrerch oor (elves upon Chriſt, & lavgh ar the 
feathers , that childtev are chafing here : For 1 think the 
men of this world , like children in a dangerous ſtorm in 
the ſea, that play and makeſporr with the white foam of 
the waves thereof, coming in to fink and drown them; 

ſoare men making foot's ſports, with the white plea» 

fures ofa ſtormy world, that will fipk chem. But alas! 
whiat have we todo with their ſports that they make ! 
If Solomon aid of La paagtaddatocs 

» 
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what may we ſay of this world's laughing, & ſportiug 
themſelves with gold , & filver, & honours, & court, 
& broad large conqueſts , but that they are poor ſouls, in 
zhe heightaod rage of a feyer ? Thenaftraw, a 
fig for all created ſports an ure. out of Chriſt : 
Nay, I think , that To world at it's prime & perfeRion,. 
when it is come to the top of it's excellency , & to the 
bloom , might be bought with an half penney; & that ir 
would ſcarce weigh the worth ofa drink of water: There 
is nothing better theres ro eſteem it our crucified idol, that 
is dead & flain, as Pauldid, Gal.s. 14. Then letplea- 
fures be crucified , & riches be crucified , & court & ho- 
nour becrucified ; and fince the Apoſtle faith ,. the world 
is crucified to him , we may pat this world to the hanged 
man's doom, and to the galowes : & who will give much 
for a hanged man ? and as little ſhould we give for a 
hanged and crucified world : Yet what a ſweet {mell hath 
this dead carrion, to many foolsinthe world ! apd how 
many wooers and: fuiters finderh this hanged carrion ? 
Fools are pulling it off the gadowes , and'contending for 
it. O when ſhall'we learn ro be mortified men, & to 
have our fill of thoſe things ,. that have but their ſborr 
ſummer quarter of this life / 1f we ſaw our father's 
houſe, and that great and fair citic , the new Jeruſalem, 
which is up above ſun& meon , we wouldcry to be over 
the water, & tobe carried ip Chriſt's arms out ofthis bor- 
rowed priſoa.. Grace, grace be with you. 


eAberdi Yours in his- ſweet Lord 
I637-. Jeſus, S.R. 
To the Laird of 


CARLETO W N. 
Worthy Sir ; 
Race , mer ————_— be to you: I received your 
G ho race heel y- glad, tharour Lord hath begun 


w work , for the apparent delivery of this poareges ed 
Kirk : O chat ſalvation-would come for Zion! 1am for 


the preſence hanging by hope, waiting what my Lord will 
do wich me, and it will pleaſe my weert Maiter to ſend 
me 


.. ——— 
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me amongſt you again , avd keep ont a hireling from my 
poor people & flock. It werg my heaven, till I come home, 
even ro this life in gathering-in ſome to Chriſt. 
I have ſhll great heavineſs for my filence , and my forced 
ſanding idle in the marker , when this land hath ſuch a 

teoriful chick harveſt; bur1 know , his judgments who 

ath done it , paſs finding out > 1 have no knowledge to 
take up the Lord, ip all his flrange wayesand paſſages of 
deep and unſcarchable providences; for the Lord 1s before 
me, and1 am fo be-milked, that I cannot follow him : He 
is behind me , and following at the heels , and 1 am not 
aware of him, he ts above me; but his glory ſo dazleth my 
twilight of ſhort knowledge , that 1 cannot look up to 
him: He is npon my tight band , and 1 fee him not : He 
is vpon my lefr ,& within me, & goeth aud cometh, 
and his gong & coming are adream tome: He is round 
abour me, andcom all my goings, and ſtill I have 
him coſeck : He is every w ther and deeper & broa- 
der, thenthe ſhallow and < nd- breath of my (hort 
and dim light can take up; and therefore I would my heart 
could be filent, and fit down inthe learnedly-ignorant 
wondering at that Lord, whom men and Angels cannot 


' comprehend. -I know , nay "dee ofthe high- 


eſt Angels, who ſee him face to face , not the bor- 
ders of his infinitencſs : They appretiend God near hand, 
but they cabnoe com him. And therefore iris 
my happineſs, to look afar oft , and ro come near to-the 
Lord's back parrs, & to light my dark candle ar his bright- 
neſs, andro have leave ro fit and content my felf with a 
rraveller's light , without the clear viſion of an enjoyer. 
I would ſeek no more, till I were in my country , bur a 
little watering and ſprinkliog of a withered ſoul , with 
ſome half-oat-breakings and half-out-lookings of the 
beams , and ſmall raviſhing ſmiles of the faireſt face ofa 
revealed and believed-on Godhead: A little of Gad would 
make myfoul bank-ful. O char I had but Chriſt's odd of 
fallings , that he would let but the meaneſt of his love- 
rayes, and loye-beams , fall from him, ſo, as I might 
gather and carry thera with' me ! 1 woold not. beill to 
pleaſe with Chriſt , & vailed viſions of Chrilt ; _— 
vw : 
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would I be dainty in ſecing and enjoying of him. A kiſs of 
Chriſt blown over his ſhoulder,the parings and crambs of 
glor » that fall under his cable in heaven., a ſhowr like a 
thin Maymiſt of his love, wonld make me green and (ap- 
2 and-joyful, till the ſummer-ſan of an crernal glory 

reakup. O that I had avy thing of Chriſt / O thacl 
had s ſip , ot halfa drop , .out of the hollow of Chriſt's 
hand , of the ſweernefs & excellency of that lovely One! 
O that my Lord Jeſus would rue upon me, and give me 
bur the mcaneſt alms- of felt and believed ſalvation ! O 
how lirtle were it for that infinite ſea, that infinite foun- 


tain of loveand joy, to fill as many thouſand thouſand - 


hictle veſſels the like of me , as there are minures of hours 
Gace the creation of God! I findirrrue, that apoor ſonal 
finding haltaſmell of the Godhead of Chriſt , hath de- 
fices paining and wounding the poor heart fo withlong- 
ings to be up at hin, that make it fomerimes think , 
were it not better never to- have felr any thing of Chriſt, 
then thus to lie dying. twenty deaths , under theſe fel 
wounds, forthe wanrofhim ! © whereis be ! O faireſt, 
B/bere dwelleſt thou? O never-enovigh admired God-bead ? 
How can clay win up to thee? How can creatures of yeſter- 
day be able to enjoy thee > Orwwhat paitvisit , rbat time & ſin 


_ thouldbe as fo matly choufand miles betwizt a loved aud 


__ Jenged-forLord, and a dwining 214 loyc-fick ſoul , who 
would rather then all the world have lodging wich 
Chriſt ! Olet this bit love of ours, this inch and half 

ſpan- length of heavenly louging , meet with thy infinite 

lore! 'O ifthe litcle 1 have were ſwallowed up, with 
the infinicene(s of that exceHency-, which isin Chriſt ! 

Othac we little ones were in at the greateſt Lord Jeſus! 

our wauts ſhould ſoon be ſwallowed up with-his tulne(s. 

Grace, grace be with you. 


eAberd. May 10. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637s leſus,S.R. 


1 


” 
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' riedwife, once again: O t 
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7 ROBERT GORDON 
Of Knockbrex. 


 -—- 708. AS 

Race me to you I received your 
'$ hwfirhes Edenburgh. 1 © ary Not withio {ee 
another heaven, while I ger mine own heaver, but a new 
moon like thelight of theſun, & a new {un like the lighe 
of ſeven days, ng er my poor ſelf, and the Church 
of lews & Gentiles , and upon my withered and ſun-burne 
mother , the Church of Scotland, and upon her fiſter 


- Churches England & lreland; and ro have this done, to the 


ſerting on high our great King: it maketh net , Kowbeir 
I were ſeparare from Chriſt , and had a ſenſe of ten thou- 
ſand years pain in hell, if this were. O bleſſed Nobility, 
O glorious renownedGentry, O bleſſed were the tribes 1n 
this land, to wipe my Lord jeſus's weeping face , and to 
rake the ſackcloth off Chriſt Joins , and to pur his king! 
robes upon him ! Oit the Almighty would take no les 
wager of me , then my heaven, to have it done! Bur 
my fears are ſtill for wrath opce upowy' Scotland : But I 
know her day ſhall clearup, and glory ſhall be upon the 
top of the mountains , _— ar the noiſe of the mar- 
et onr Lord would make vs 
to contend and plead , and wreftle by prayers and tears; 
for our huſband's reſtoring of his forteired heritage in 
Scotland. Dear Brother , 1 am for the preſent in no ſmall 
barrel , betwixc felt guiltineſs, and pining longings and 
lugh fevers for my welbeloved's love. Alas! 1 think 
ChriſF'slove playeth the niggard to me, & I know, itis not 
for ſcarcity of love, there is enough in him ;- but my 
hunger propbeſicth of in- holding & ſparipgneſs in Chriſt; 
For 1 have bur little of him , and hi le of his foveceneſs: 
itis a dear ſummer with me; yet there is ſuch joy , in 
the ca and working of hunger for Chriſt , that 
Iam ar this, that if I Had no other heaven , buta 
continual hunger for Chriſt, ſuch a heaven of cver-' 
working huager , were ſtill 2heaven ro me. Iam ſure, 
Chriſt's love cannot be cruel, it muſt be a rucing, © 
piciful , a melting-hearred loye; Bur {uſpenſion of that 
| : love 
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lovel think ir half a hell, & the wav of it more then a 
whole hell. When I look to my guilcinels, I fee my (al- 
yation oncof our Saviour's greateſt miracles , exther in 
heavener carth : lam ſure, 1 may deficany magto ſhew 
me a greater wonder : bar ſecing I have no wares, 
no hire, ho money for Chriſt , he muſt cither rake me 
with want, miſery , corruption; or then want me. Oif 
he would be pleaſed , to be compaſlionat and piriful- 
hearted, ro my piniag, fevers of longing for him; oc 
then give mea real pawn to keep , out of his own hand, 
till God ſend a meeting berwixt him and me ! But | find 
neicher as yet: howbeic he who is abſcot be not cruel 
Nor naking; yet his abſence is cruclanduvkind: His love 
is hke it ſelf: his love is his love ; bucthe covering and 
the cloud , the vail aud the maſk of his love, 1s more wiſe 
then kind , it 1 durſt ou my gr I lead no 
roceſs now againſt the. ſuſpenhon and delay of God's 
| ag I would with all my heart friſt alla day ren hea- 
vens, and ihe ſweer manifeſtations of his love, Certain- 
ly I think , Icould give Chriſt much on his word : But 
my whole pleading is about intimaced and born ia aſſu- 
rance of his love. 0! ithe would perſwade me of my 
heart's defire of his love art all, ſhould have the 
eerm-day of payment at his own carving : But I know, 
raving Iabelicf ſpeaketh it's pleaſure, while it lookerh 
upon guilrineſs and this body of corruption.Ohow loath- 
ſom and burdenſom is ic to carry about a dead corps, this 
old carrion of corruption ? O how ſteadable athing is a 
Saviour, to make a finner rid of his chains & fetrers! I 
have now made a new queſtion, Wherher Chriſtbe more 
to be loved for giving Sanification , or for free Juſtifi- 
cation? And I hold he is moreand moſt to be loved for 
SanQtification: it isin ſome reſpedt greater love in himy' 
to ſanifiethen to juſtike ; for he maketh us moſt like 
himſelf, in his own cſlencial pourtraiture and _ , in 
ſanQitying us : Juſtification doth bur make us happy, 
which 1s be like the Angels only: Neither is it ſuch a 
miſery , tolie a condemned man, and under unforgiven 
guiltineſs, asto ſerve fin, and work the works of the 
=; acne, Les i HR 
ought, 
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bought, it's above on ; Godbethanked forever , = 
was a told-down price for Sandification : Let a fin- 
ner ( if poſſible ) lic in hell forever , if he make him cruly 
holy ,& ler him lic there burming in love roGod,rejoycing 
in the Holy Ghoſt , havging upon Chriſt by faith & hope; 
that is heaven in the heart & bottom of hell, Alas / Ihnd 
a very thin harveſt here, & fow to be (aved. Grace, 


ebe with you. 
eAberd.1637. Yours in his lovely and longed- 
for Lord leſus, S.R. 


— ——— 


Tm Lod CRAIGHATLL. 


Ay Lord: 


Perſwade my (elf, notwithſtanding of the greatneſs 
of this cemptatioh, ye will not let Chriſt wanta wit- 
neſs of you, to avow him before this evil generation, And 
if ye adviſe with God's truth, (the perte& ceſtament of 
riſt, chat forbiddeth all mcns additioos ro his wor- 
ſkip,) & with che craly learned, &with all che ſanftified im 
this land, &with that warner within you,(that vill nor fail 
to ſpeak againſt you, in God's time, if ye be not now faſt 
& fixed for Chriſt ) I hope then, your Lo: will acquir 
your ſelf, as a man of courage for Chriſt, & refuſe to bow 
your | kuee ſuperſticiouſly & idolatrouſly ro wood or 
ſtone, or any creature ever. 1 perſwade my (elf, 
when ye ſhall cake good-night at this world , ye ſhall 
think it God's truth I now write, Some fear your Lo: 
have obliged your ſelf to his Maj: by promile to ſarisfie 
his defire : if it be fo, my dear and worthy Lord, hear me 
foryour ſoul's good, Think upon ſwimming aſhore 
after this thipwrak , & be pleaſedto write your humble 
Apologie to his Majeſtic ; it may be God give you favour 
an hiseyes : However it be, far be it from you tothink, 
a promiſe made out of weakneſs , & extorted by the ter- 
rour of a King, thould bind you to wropg your Lord Je- 
ſus. But for my ſelf, I give no faith to that report, 
bur I believe ye ſhall pfovye Flt wo Chriſt : To his grace T 
recommend you. . 
«Ab. July 8. 1637. Your Lo; 6t all obedience in Cre bis 
o 
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To my Lord | 
CC RA IG HA LTNE 


"Md; ; 
Race, mercy & peace be to you: I am not only 


content, but Lexceedingly rejoyce, chat I find any 


of the Rulers of this Land, and eſpecially your Lo: ſoo 
affe&t Chriſt and hisrruth, as ye dare for 6 name , come 
to yes & nay with Monarchsin their face. Ihope, hewho 
hath enabled you forthat, will give mote, if yeſhew 
your Telf couragious, and as his word ſpeaketh , a man'in 
the ſtreets for the Lord : Bur I pray your Lo: give me 
leave tobeplain wich yu » as one who loveth both your 
honour and your ſoul. I verily believe, there wasnever 
Idolatry at Rome, never Idolatry condemned in God's 
word by the Prophets, if religious kneeling before a 
conſecrate creature, ſtanding in room of Chriſt crucified, 
inthat very a, & that for reverence of the Elemears ( as 
our Atcleareth ) be not 1dolatry. Neither wilf your in- 
tention heſp , which is not of the eſſence of Worthip : for 
then Aaron ſaying , To morrow hall _ for Jehovah, 
that is, for the golden Calf, - ſhould not have been guilty 
of Idolarry; for he intended only re decline the laſh of the 
ples fary , not ro honour the Calf: Youripremion to 
ar Chriſt is nothing, ſeeing religious kneeling b 
God's inſtitution doth or ws. import religious 
divine adoration , ſuppoſe our intcation were both 
and fleeping: Otherwiſe kneeling before the Image of 
God, directing prayer tro God, were lawful, if our inten- 
tion go right. My Lord, I cannor in this bounds diſpuce, 
but if Cambridge & ©xford,8& the learning of Brittain, will 
anſwer this argument, and the argument from adtive 
ſeanda! , which your Lo : ſeemethroftand upon , 1will 
turn'a formaliſt , and call my ſelf an arraxt fool, by doing 
what lhavedone, ia my ſuffering for this truth. . 1 do 
much reverence Mr. L's, learning , but -my Lord, I will 
anſwer what he writes ia that, ro pervert you from the 
cruch, elſe repute me, beſide an hypocrite, an «ſs alſo ; & 
I ye ſhall ſee ſomething upon that ſabjxeR, if che 
permit, that no ſophiltry in Britein thall —_ 
[- 
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believe, 
on | 
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-— Ur A. 
Coen for pani_ge 5 76 , are drawnpfrom 
itewaſkin, exjere not favs foc your n= 
ſcience. ' - A MatqueſGora Kings word , when ye 
before Chrilt* nal, ſhall be lig cer then wind. The 
Lord knowerh, 1 love your true hanoae, kaya | 
nope rr oe nd; and hay and fubble.: | Backer 


, by thefalvation-of your ſoub, by your com ls 
A che awful face of a fin- : & dreadas 
fal » nottoſfer in i d "g& + 

's love and his Kingly ” 
ons » honour, houſe, or caſe, tharan - 
oftime outofthe way. I verily; 


not blow ſofair for you all your life, for goming our. 
_—__— before others, to back and countenance 
iſt , be faireſt among the ſons of men, the Priciges + 
of the Kings of theearrh , 1ſz. 51-7. Fear ye not theiges 
proach of menyneither reve, v. 3. For the 
moth 5ball eat them up like a yarment, | and the worm 5ha!l 
eat them like wool, When the Lord (hail Yagio , he ſhall 
make an end, and mow down his ——— 
ſhall tis before him like wi hay, atd their bloom 
{haken oft them. Conſider how thouſands ia his 
Kingdom ye ſhall cauſe co fall & , if yego with 
them; & thac ye1hall be out ofche pra inf we Lhe 
do ſtand beforethe Lord for you and your &: and 
further, when the time of your accounts comerh -and 
your one footſhall be within the bagder of erernity ,, and 
Pot. > ] | break,& the face war pale,b the poor 
ſoulſhall lookour ac the windows of the houſe of clay,lon- 
gin ro be ours '& ye ſhall find your ſelf arrai 
Jadge ofeuick & dead, to anſwer for the purti 
your hand with the reſt,confederare againſt Chriſt;to che 
overtarning ofhis Ark, & che looſing of the pins of Chriſt's 
tabernacle this land, and ſhall certainly ſee your ie 
D mire 
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mired ina conrſe of Apoſtacy., then, then a Kiuig's fa. 
vour, and your worm-eaten honour thall be milcrable 
comforters ro you. The Lotd hath eoligthzened you with 
the knowledge of his will : andas the Lord liveth , chey 
tad you and others to acommunion with great Bebel, the 
1-019 %y Lang & God faidofold; and centinucs to 
ſay the [ame to you,Come oxt of ber my leſt ye be par- 
_—_— will ye then go with them , and {cc 
. your lip to the whore's golden cup , and: drink of the 
wine of the wrach of God Almighty with them 2 O poer 
 Waniggty honour? © curſed res! Aud O damaable 
eaſe, b withthe toſs of God ! How many Gellems 
pry wa ffferings (ball Ae of Cc 
uy oor , | ye r 

nd placeat the foer of Chriſt What K ry crab arc 
of reward? eomeprirngr mbar xn that hn 
the oun way, howthe houſe of Creighall may ſtand 
py 5n.$+miobggs/ ety eng nt ran. ye 
ecvelly wrong yoar ity ; Ye have the word ota 
King, for ws hnadied Told monein tur life, (if i d 
foryou, ) and'for lifeeverlaftimgabſo : Make wor Chriſt 
a liar, in diſtfuſhing his -promiſc. Kings 'of clay cannoc 
dackyou when ye ſtand before him: a ſtraw for them 
and their hnogry \hcaven, that ſtandeth on this fide of 


ſishot tiwe to 
Fees » and we thalbco pl CR m. 1 
ve found EXPETIENCE , UNCcc tumcor m Ti- 
ſonment , ee pony Chriſt feal1 Hos 
nourable cauſe , with another and a netare belloveldie, 
then ever knew before ; and let God weigh me inan 
2 lance ip this, if I wonld cxchavgethe-crols of 
or his tamh, with the fourteen Prelacier , or what 


alta'Kmg can give, - Ay dear Lord, ventnre to rake the 
wind on your tace for Chriſt : 1 believe, if he: {bould 
cometram heaven whis-own perſon , aid ſeckthe cbar- 


ers 


Mr. £,to give his miod in =1 plea- 
er me fee ir, as quickly as cab be, and it” ſhall be 
To hisrich grace I recommend your Lo: & 
remayn. . 6 


edberd. Janys, Yours at all reſpeflive obedience 
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To the Lady  CU,LROSS; 
 M4D AM; > 


Our letter came in due timetome , now a priſoner 
"F» «of Chriſt , and in bonds forthe Goſj 
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pel; Tamiſey- 
renced' with deprivation, qnd confinement within /the 
rown of LAberacen : but Oh my puilciveſs, the follies of 
niy youth, the negleQts in uo how 12g & eſpecially m ot 
{peakivg more for the Kingdom , crowu & ſceprer of my 
royal and princely King jeſus y do fo ſtare mein the face, 
that Lapprehend anger inthat , which is a-crown of re- 
joycing torhe dear {aintsof God ! This, before my com- 


- pearance (wiizch was three ſeveraldayes) did trouble we, 


and burdenech me more now; howbeit Chriſt, & iv him, 
Gaod.recanciled, mer me with open arms, & tr5ſfed me, 
preciſely ar the entry ofthe door of the Chantelour's hall, 
meto anſwer ſo, as the advantage thatis, is 
not&err's buc Chriſt's. Alas ! Thar is no cauſe of won- 
ins ,"tharl am thus born down with challenges ; foc 
taken me, and no man knoweth, what 

guilcaneſsis inme;1o well as theſe wo, ( who keep my 


ey&.now waking 20d my heart heavie) I meag, my Heart 
m 
well te 4 


and'Conſcience, & my Lord, who is 

Heart, $hew your brother, that1 defire | 

op the watch-rower , to plead with his mothery ard to 
plead wirk this land , & ſpare not to cry , foray ſweet 
Lord Jeſus his fair crow, that the interdited & forbidden 
Lordrace: plucking oft his royal head, 1t I werefreeo 
challenges & a High Commiſhon, within my ſoul, 1 would 
notgive a ſtraw G_ my father's houſe , through ren 
deaths, for the rrurh & cauſe of my loyely, tovelyooe, le- 
jus. BatL walk in heavineſs now. If ye love me & Chrift 
in me, my dear Lady ; pray , pray for this only, that by- 


| 8p drn yen" my Lord & me _ be by-gones z & that 
| wed the ſummonds of bis High Commiſſion, 
& leek rowing from me , bur what he will do forme & 


workiu me. It your La: knew me as I do my ſelf, ye would 
ſay; Poor foul, no marvel. It is not my apprehenfion, that 


ctcateth this croſs ro me, it is ro0 real, and hath (ad and 


certain 
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ham to.fpare me ws +1 thermtmorypes Go 
als thac Chriſt climc ack oe in bis batquertiog 
houte of wines and t v0 ur rp. mr 
my hand bales heya becauſe _ 
ad ,-as-I was in 'thekrtrwo 
= i ng 
s 
Bak ay! <= rrow to my ſorrow mb _ Now ay 
Lord has only given me thigro lay,&1 write it ade. mine 
own hand, bp wins $4 re gſcrvanr' s NO ed: Welcome, 
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Chriſt your hand & ſervice , & to be the re 
of the breaches of Zion's walls, &2o hel build che o1d 
waſte places, and ſtretch forth the curtains, & hen 
the of Chrilt's tent , in” this land? 0 are 
,who , 'when Chriſt isdriven _ will brag 
again and lend him |: 1! Aud blefled ae ye 
the Lord, your name hodour thall never-roc- or wither, 
in heaveo' ( at leaſt; if yedeliver the Lord's ſheep ,: thar 
aero rterdd aedyeeir anrhaanrua. noe 
$ of ſtrange Lords & hirelivgs, -who 
cruelty , have cauſed them toear the paſtures NT 
on-with their foot feet, and ro drigk made — 
who have ſpun out ſuch a world of yards of Ladifferencies 
in Gn di "hy pap dry"wts (way One 
fic ( that! acting: tur :as 
ynrkps cpi. Pot. # rhe broagiog nt 5; tr 
Pope's foul rgiFhrſtuponns , wretr 
Ceremonies) they thay thruſt as chow te cf 
cr xy bee and his bellyp brad & sbouldery ; - and 
then cry down'Chriſt and the Gofpel, and up the mer- 
chandi '& watcs of the grearwhore. ii\Fcar mot, my Wor- 
thy Lov, rongive r{)Famd albychave , out for Chriſt 
and his Goipef ran” dare fey j who nyer Sonny 
hizard tor©htiſt | thasC humnnothis 


mu wo pe oe! fe tocome;; life ever- 
ad ewowpledddon for God 
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neſs," till] be ap arhar- Painge 
Lord's faiats find , when the Lord caketh 


and” lodgeth this world's our-lawes;: 
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55. beavevare but few &-4hort : he is makiogagrecn bed. 
{as the word ſpeakerh, Cam-1.) of love, fos trnſelfand 
you; Tere arc mapy heads inChriſt's baſom ; buc 
there zscoom for yours Mong t : And nts whe 
on, & lc: hope. go before you. Sin mor in-your arialy', & 
the victoryas yours. | Pray wreſtle & believe, &-yr: thall - 
overcamed: prevathwith Gud, as lacco did : > No Windle- 
dic of clays: no temptations, which are abao 
themsohonr;, : will hen de able tow thſlane” 
whenonce, ye haze: prevavied wirh God: age em 
that err would En 
ryghweouſdets:mihe 


me bouſe-room again, 1o {peak 
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WY 2669-4 0% of 431%. | 2 fr URI 3 

ay $ 6 Tr 


L082 oo FA 


ohne ag naer - x yrs 199q 4:24 
166 SBLO bye P, tg'i aw..b yr 


TP 
. _— SEL twdo> ain « *g0% ran; 


3208; b 
vo} —_ » boi t22wo Cy « «yak WW; dg 0) 


years fince'eho made 2 > wer emma EY 

Lvtricerryb ix rr Creaore: be done;/& 

fince rhar time , froward mankind bath alwayes in that 

lame fareof Law compeared, ro plead with them 

_ in-Cayly re will: burthe Lord 
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4iw your ſdut, andmake you heara tnore (weer 
yo will /not alwayes hear the nous. IIA 
whenhewalketh: Yo Jocob mourn- 
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$2 $6 thae when yedic;a piece of dems(hall only leife 
you , or the feaſt partof you (hall die, & rhar is the 
bi ion of the body, for in Chriſt» ye-are delavered 
porn nay mere th (07 One phlpernd- anc r- 
alchough line poor } 

that ſerpene (hall i Duraad yay enertily pave poor gens 
foul; 'ir ioabove the law of Deaths: Cavte te earfal ond 
,to'be a dedror'and fervant to fe; for the count 
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life , envy them not ; but let your ſoul , like a terrowing 
and miſlearned child, take the dorts » ( as we uſe to (peak) 
or caſt arall things and diſdain them , wp mages” 
either Chriſt or nothing: your welbcloved l 
be angel that ye behere devotely m——_— and ill ro 
_ ,8200c char contemveth all buſbands bur himſelf : 
we, yp King's {on or go huſband at all: this is 
bumble and, worthy ambitiou ; What have. ye” to 
do to dally with a whoriſh and foolith world Your 
will not be covtent', thar ye-look by 
vans he will be jealons indeed and _— 

ye kiſs. another bur himſclf. Wha weights do bur- 
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448 Mr. RuTWwr®Kro00 & D's Epiſt;t4 
mercy that your Lord fropr your youth hath+been hed- 
gingia | affeQions , -thar they may not 
£9 ekediagtoola himſelf: If ye were bis baſtard), he 
would not gurrure you-ſo; if ye were for the langhterye 
would bc fatned; But be content, yeare his wheat 
wing in our Lord's ficld, Matti-15.'v,15, 58: And if 
whear, ye muſt go under our Lord's threſbing inftry- 
ment, in his barn. loas, & through his fieve, 4mos 9. 
v. y. And through his milbro be he's Km Prince 
may be 
found good breadin your Lord's houſe. Lord Jeſus, ble; 


dow not bide the wind. 1am perſwaded,your is ſpen- 
ding ic —_— & lictle, Cee befor 
, rejoyce in bulations, Think ye 
po nn nie poppin Tay: 
the Lamb, tains gas fan 1 es Sy ee rothe 
Marriage-fupper ofthe Lamb, & robe led corhe fonn. 
tain of hying waters, & tocome to the well-head , even 
hcſhng » & get Auer ny IO. 
r ing water of lite , ing's own well, & to 
jnqwanany_dnjrare wad nog & akedoty 
& cattle ſweeteſt apple in all God's heavenly Paradiſe , 
Jeſus Chriſt, your life & your Lord? Up your heart: ſhont 
tor joy , your King is coming to fetch you to his facher's 
houſe. Aadew,1lamin ec ing great heavineſs, Gol 
thinking ic beſt for my own foul rhus to cxerciſe me , 
thereby-(it may beJtro fir me ro be his mouth to others: 1 
ſee & hear , . achome &abroad, nothing bur matter of 
ief & diſcouragment , which indeed maketh my life 
reer.: And 1 hope in Jap erode! ah bot > o- this 
world: & Iexpedtcre long a fiery trial upon che Chorch, 
foras manymen almoſt in Exglend & Scorland , 2s many 
falſe friends to Chriſt , & as many pulling and drawing, 
to pull checrown off his holy head , 8& for fear thar our 
editay am us ( as if his room were more defi- 
rable then himſelf ) men are bidding him go ſeek his lod- 
ng. Madan, if ye havea part ia filly fri 0m; 
TOY kpoorie have þ Geak: . werdon hethialFis God 
& man: if ye can do nothiog elſe , ſpeak for Jeſus, oe 
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deliver over ca Voty-thiele;Srall-yout 
c hands of of our Lord, amd remain for- 


Ty my Lady K ENMURE. 
MAD 4 M; 

He cauſe oftny ro ork rebate wi 
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ofdeneneateater for lam under more «mp 
CE rhroonk newd go + oy ey leaft)to ao La: on 
our » who hath b 


again ro 


ſeen your 


T 5 a ſhadow » er work 
leſs and Mighter, even nothing 3 and charour Lord 
Katie -wickene caoſe ſaid in his word, 1 Cor. 7. 31. 
The countenance or ade of this world paſſeth away . In 
ae 13tgeed our ir toan Image in 2 
-glaſs , for it is the 1 -glaſs of Adam's 
rico cometo the » &ſceinic rhe picture of 
Honour ,and but a THT indeed; for trac Honour is ro be 
reat in the fight of God: and orhers ſeen it the ſhadow 
of Richer, & She a shadow indeed; for durable Riches 
ſtand as one of the maids of Wiſdom upon her left hand 
Prov. 3, 16. & a third fort fee in it the face of 
Pleaſures , & the beholders will not befieve , but che - 
mage they ſee in rhis glaſs is a living man , till che 
come & break che glaſs in pieces & remove the face 
thea , like So teabanayyd they ſay , And behold it 
Was 4 dream. 1 know your La: thinker; our felf little in 
the common of this world, for the favonrable aſpeR ofany 
of theſe three + of op bref and' bleffed be onr Lord 
that its ſo! foryou: Maden they arc not you 


e 410. Mr. Kurgtaroonr's - Pls 
to be wooers rs (ute in marriage , 
an higher march rhen > as hx eh painted clay. - 
Know therefore, Medom, theplace, whither our L. Jcſus 
cometh to-woee a Bride,itis cyen-in the furnace ; for if ye 
be one of Zion's daughter ( which 1 ever pur beyondall 
queſtios, fiace | firſt had occafion to ſee iv your La: ſuch 
pregnaat evidences bd rams of- God. che Lord, 
who hath his fice in Zion, & his furnace io Ierxſalem, 1/a. 
you in the furnace. Andtherefore be 
fowviog- 
a Bride 


way be 


ye are not | 1 believe 
+ whom hath ted thee 


refined as filver, Bur, Madom, I will 


in this caſe : Such asare in any 
carthly joys, and encreaſed with ct-ildcea and fricads, 
the Wardof God is indced written to ſuch for 
nay mno nip aye fag who acc in trouble ) { 
me, Madam, to lay this, [from whom the Lor 
faken many children , & whom he hath exerciſed other- 
wiſe) chere are ſome chapters, ſome particular promiſes 
in che Ward of God made, in a-moſt ſpeci 
which ſhoald vever have beea yours, [oas 


ye had your portiov in this life, as others: 
Hrcemibon ccomibetemnict Gedolfinnch tothe 
afllited , they are as many love-letrers wrinen to you; 
take them to you, Madan & claim nc roars & be nor 
robbed. Ir is no ſmall ae, ns hach wrircen 
ſor Scriptures to you , which be bath not written to 
others; ye (cem rather in this to becavied then pitied, and 
ye are indeed in this, like people of another world, 
and thoſechat are above the ordinary rank of marikind, 
whom our King and Lord, our Bri leſus , ww his 
lave-lecter to hus welbcloved Spoale, hath named beſide 
all chereſt , & harh wricen comforts & his hearty com- 
- men- 
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Epiſt. 13. LuTTHR SS. 451VY 
mendations, inthe 56 of I{aiab; verſ.4s 5- Pſal. 147.24 3. \ 
tw-you : Read theſe aud the like, avd rhink-your Godis * 
like a frieod , that ſendeth a leccer to a whole houlc and 
family ; bar b in bys letrer co fame by name , that 
aredeareſt to him inthe houſe: Yeare then , Madam, of 
the deareſt friends of the Bridegroom. It it wege law- 
ful, 1 wouldeovie you , that God hononred you ſoabove 
magy of his dear childrea, Therefore, Madam, your parc 
is, in this caſe (ſceing God takerh nothing from you, bur 
that which be is to ſupply with his own preſence) to de- 
ſire your Lord, to know- his own room , & take it even 
upon him to come in, in the room of dead children ; Ie- 
hovah know thy own place & take it to thee, is all ye have to 
fay. Medam, i perſwade my ſelf, that this world isto you 
an uncoath lanes, & thac yearc like a traveller, who bath 
his bundle upon his back, and his ſtaff in his hand, and his 
feer upon the dvor-threſhold; Go forward, honourable &+ 
ele Lady, in che ſtrength of your Lord(let the world bide 
at home and keep the houſe) with'your face toward him, 
who [ongeth more tor aſight of you, then' ye can do for 
him : ereir be he wall (ce us. I hope to ſee you 
laugh as cheerfally afrer-noon , as yebave mourned be- 
fore-no0n: The hand vf d , the hand ofthe Lord 
be with you, in your j What have yeto do here ? 
This is not your mountainof reſt : ariſe then & ſet your 
Foot up the monncain; go up out ofthe wilderneſs lcan- 
ing upon the ſhoulder of your Beloved, Cant. 8.v.;, It 
as the welcome that abideth you , whedd ye come 
, ye would haſten your pace; for ye thall ſee your 
Lord pur up his own holy to your face , & wipeall 
your eyes ; & 1 crow, real heve-lhans 
Joy of hearr. Madan , willeth me to end before ' 
eftion,, ' Remember the eſtate of Zion, pray that leru- 
- as Zechariah propheſicd, Ch, F3. J, A buy - 
denſom'ſtone for all, that whoſoever bowethi down to 
foll\the ſtone out of the way, may hurt and break 
hejoyncsofcheir back, and (train their arms , &disjoynr 
heit thoulder- bladesz& pray [chovah,thar the tone may 
Jie {till inirs oven place & keep bond with rhe corner-ſtone, 
hogs it{hall be fo , - be OT Mean 


#4 Mr. RUTHER FOOR D's Epift. 14. 
Tho laidit. 1 would, Afadam, under great heavineſs be 
refrethed with two lines from your La: which 1 refer to 
your owh wiſdom. Madam, I would ſeem undutitul not 
ro ſhew you, that great ſolifiarionis made by the town of 
Kircudbright , for to havethe uſe of my poorlabours a- 
them : if the Lord ſhall call & his cry,who 
am I to refiſt;but without his ſeen calling, & till the flock, 
whom-I now overſee, be planted with one, towhom | 
dare intruft Chriſts Spouſe , gold nor filver nor favour of 
men, | hope, ſhafl not looſe me. 1 leave your La: praying 
more earneſtly for grace & mercy to be with you, and 
multiplied upon you , hereaud hereafter , thenany pen 
canexpreſs. TheLord Jeſus be with your fpirir. 


Kirkudbright. Your La: at all obedvence in 
the Lord, S. R. 
To my Lady K ENMURE., 
MaA D cA M; 


Aving ſaluted you with grace & mercy from God 
our father & from our Lord Jeigs Chriſt, Ilong 
both to ſee your La: and to hear how it h with you; 
Ido remember you, & : t you and your neceſhtics 
to him, who isablero 0 & preſent you blamelc(; 
before his face with joy : & my prayer co our Lord, is that 
ye may befickettore torkim. whodicd of love for you, ! 
mean, your Saviour Jeſus; And O ſweet were thar fickne( 
to be ſoul fickfor him ! And a living deathvit were, 2q dic 
inthe fire of the love of that ſoul lover, Feſus ! And Mec- 
dam, if ye love hiry; ye will keep ' his commandments; 
& this 15 notone of the leaſt , to lay your —— 
hs p ST 4 the yoke of- Jelus Chriſt : For : 
your La: did firſt comract and bargain with the Son of 
God, ro follow him ; theſe terms; thatby his grace 
ye ſhould cadurc hard-ſhip , and ſuffer affli&tion as the 
ſouldier:of Chriſt » - . They are not: worthy of Jeſus, 
who will not take a blow-for their Maſter's fake. For 
our glonougpeace-maker, when he came to make up the 
| tip betwixt God and us ;:God bruiſed bim ,. ad 
he fiuful world alfo did beathim, & eracibe 
. im, 
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ft. 1.4. ELSE! 
_——_ he rook buffets of both 4 LINE whos? 
to our Lord Jefus , he would not leave the field forall 
that , rill he had made peace betwixt the parties, Iper- 
fwade my ſelf, your ſufferings are bur like your Sa- 
viour's ( yea wr wap. yay and lighter ) which are 
called bat a bruiſing of his heel, Gen. 3, 15. a wound far 
from the heart : Y oxy life is hid with in God,Col. 3.9. 
And therefore ye canpot be robbed of it. Out Lord hand- 
leth us, as fathersdo their young children ; they lay up 
jewels ina ik aboye the reach of the ſhort arm of 
bairns , elſe bairns would put up theit hands , and take 
them down, and loſe them ſoon : So bath our Lord dove 
with our ſpiritual life , ; pn, hapag, ramen, in 
the which ont Lord hid our life, we children are not 
ablero reach ap our arm ſo high, as ro rake down thar 
life and loſe it; itis in our Chrilt's hand: O, long, loog 
may Jeſus be Lord keeper of our life! & happy are they 
e, 2 Tim, 1. lay their fool in 
pawn in the hand of Jeſus , for he is able ro keep rhar, 
which is committed io pawo to him , agamſt thar day. 
Then Madam, fo long as this life isnot hurt, all other 
troubles are but touches in the heel: I cruſt ye will ſoon be 
cured, Ye know, Madam, Kings have ſome ſervants in 
their court, that receive not wages in their band, 
but live opon thei : The Kiog of kings alſo hath 
ſcrvavts ip his court , ng Fe ahee porttar got ttle or no- 
thing , Þut the heavie croſs of Chrilt, croubles withour & 
rerrours withing but they live pon bope ; when it comes 
to che parringſof the inheritance, they remain in the houſe 
as Ne. Icp bammrs.0s be ſo, then to gerpreſenc pay- 
ment, and a portion in this life , an_inhericance in this 
wotld, { God forgive me, that I thonld hovour it with 
the name of an inheritance, it is rather a farm-room }]and 
then ig the cyd to be caſten out of God's houſe, . with this 
mw, hg your yo ion, ye will g 
; get they ? "The s 
inn yo tg. mh it « fillie heaven, 
well \ ith gur Lord ] &f delicately every day; 
more ! A fillic heaven? Truly oo more , except that 1 
was clothed in purple hand is all, 1 pechrade my 
2 » 


454 Mr. RoTHERFOOR D'S Epiſt, 15. 
{(clt Madam, ye hiave joy, when ye think , that your Lord 
- hachdealr more graciouſly with your ſoul. Ye bave got- 
ten little” io this life , it is true indeed : Yehave then the 
yore tocrave; yea ys have all totrave : Forexcept ome 
taſtings of the firſt-frvirs, and ſome kiſſes of his moyth, 
whom your ſoul loveth, ye get no more; bur I cavnor tell 
you what is to come ; yet I may ſpeak as our Lord does of 
it, The foundation of the city is pure gold, clear as cr) (- 
ral : the twelve ports are fet with precious ſtones: if ocr- 
chards & rivers commend a ſoil upon carth, there js a Pa- 
radiſe there, wherein groweth the tree of life , that bears 
twelve manher of fruits every moneth, which is ſeven 
ſcoreand fonr harveſts in the year : and there is there, a 
pare river of watey of life, proceeding out ofthe throne of 
God and ofthe Lamb : and thecity hath no need of the 
light ofthe ſan or moon or of a candle, for the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb is rhe light thereof, Madam, be- 
lieve and hope for this, ill ye ſee and enjoy: Jeſus is ſaying 
in theGofpel, Come t&&+ ſee;8&he is come down in the chatior 
of Truth, wherein he rideth through the world, ro con- 
quer mens ſouls, Pſal. 45. 4. & is now in the world (ay. 
ing, Who will go with me ? will yeyo ? my Father will make 
you welcome, & pre you houſe-room; for m my Father's 
n+ ten awelling places : Madam, conſent to go with 

im. Thus I reſt, commending you to God's deareſt 
mercy, "* 


| eAmwoth. Yours wn the Lerd Teſus, $.R. 


"Tom Ley KENMURE. 
MAD 4A M; . 


Am afraid now , { as many others are) that at the fit- 
| I! ting down of out Parliament, our Lord Jeſus his 

iſe | ſhall be roughly handled : And ,it mult be fo, 
hes falſe and declining Scotland, whom our Lord took 
pris bnghil & hell, & made a fair Bride to him- 
. har rokep her fairh to ber (weet huſband, , 8& hath 
put 6p rhie forchead of a whore: & cherefore he ſaith he 
oF bye: chagn"ng es, ſtix up our ſee to 
2 | im, who, beipg highly provol ed with r:c 
ay hold opon him g highty P 1 
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Epiſt. 1 5 LaTrTuns. 455 
handlinghe bath met with, is ready ro dgpart. Alas, we 
do not importune him by prayer & ſu wion, to abide 
amongſt us ! If we could but weep upon him, andia the 
holy pertinacie of faich , wzeſtle with him , and ſay, We 
will not let thee go, it may be that then , he, who is caſy to 
be intreated , would yet, notwithſtanding of our high 
provocations, condeſcendto (tay, & feed among the lilies, 
rill chat fair & deſirable day break , avd the ſhadows fice 
away. - Ah ! What cauſe of mourning is there when ouc 
gold is become dim , and the viſage of our Nazarites, 
ometimes whiter then ſnow,is now become blacker then 

a coal, & Levi's houſe , once romparable to fine-gold , is 
now changed, and become like veſſels, iv whom he harh 
no pleaſure? Madam, think upon this , that whenour 
Lord, who hath his handkerchief to wipe the face of the 
mourners in Zion, ſhall come to ” away all tears from 
their eyes , he may wipe yours alſo, in thepaſſing , a- 
movgh athers._Iam confident, Madam , that -our- Lord 
will yet build a new houſe to himſelf , of our rejected 
and ſcattered ſtones : for our bridegroom cannot want a 
wife : Can he live a widow? » he will embrace 
both Us the lictle young fiſter , and the elder filter The 
church of the Iews ; & there will yer be adayof ic: and 
therefore we have cauſe torejoyce, yea to ſing aad ſhour 
for joy. The Church hath been , fiace the world began, 
ever a (mall 'threed, and all the hands of Lev 
& ofthe wicked have been drawing at the threed;but God 
be thanked, they only break their arms by palling,but the 
threed is not broken ; for the ſweet of Chriſt our 
Lord have fpun & rwiſted it : Lord bold the threed whole. 
Madam, ſtir up your butbaud, to lay hold upon rhe Cove- 
nant, and todo good. What hath he to' do with the 
World ? It is not his 'inhetirance: Defire him to 
make home over ; and pat to his hand to lay one ſtone 
or wo, the 'wall of God's houſe, beforc he go 
herige. " Thive heard alſo, Madam, chat your child is 
removed: But'to havc or want is beſt ; as' he pleaſech. 
Wherher ſhe be wick you,or in God's keeping, chiok it all 
one; nay eh iathebercer of the rwo by far , that ſhe'is 
with him, Tcruſt inour Lord, *thar CURE 
V-3 


456 Mi Rupwonxzoond's Epilt 16. 
7 laid up and kept for you ; for our kind Lord, who hath 
wounded you , notbe ſocurel , as not toallay the 
pain of your green wound ; and therefore claim Chr 
fill as your own, and own him as your One thing. 
zeſting [ recommend your La: your foul and ſpirit ”o 
pawn to him who kee his father's pawns, & will 
make an account of them faithfully, even to that faireſt a- 
mongſt the ſons of men , our ſweet Lord Jeſus , the fai- 
reſt, the (weereſt;- the moſt delicious role oball his fa- 
cher's great field: the fanell of thar.coſe perſume your ſoo]. 


eAnwoth, April 1, Yours La: in bis "i Lord 
1633. Jeſus , 
Tomy Lidy KENMURE 
MAD AM; 


H Determingd & was defirous alſo to have ſeen your La: 
bot becauſe of a paty iv my arm I could not, I know 
ye Will notimpare 1t to any uyſurable forgerfulneſs of 
your La: from whom, at OY wy neem to.my calling in 
this countrey , apd fince alfa fach comfort in 
ae mes en NR i Ga, wee beware ial] 
labogr by his grace to recompenſe it , He any way 
ſible ro me, 6.775 tis, by preſeotjog Jourloul, pe 
mrs np rwang your = Ms ho rayer, to him Thats : 
I yeare,and) who 1s ablc to b) 
appearance , and to pron you before hi Th fe wi = 
I am confident your is gonwad , cbegu 
journey to 67g and ic and 
howbeit ye wavt nar mpacians, and w 
And who the faives bach ont mapa an eaſt 
withour ſtroke of [word ? The chict of che houſe, our el. 
der brother, our Lord leſus, nor huge cepted,who won 
his own houſe & may blow » duc to bicd by irth, with much 
blood and lows. Your La: Lathe moron 
ok ſe our. Lord hath 
var! then the ben RU iS yon mop 9 to heaven lie rears 
bp wilderneſs , then the way ok 
| os We your 29d ma travellers, not, enly through the 
maop of youll of thorus , The cumberſor-world , + Bu. 
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. the midft of ſuch tro pts buſineſs,- & croad of temp- 


| other countrey : Home and ſtay not ; for the ſunis fallen 
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h theſe dangerous paths, The vain ploryof i :- 
The aongh te: Wheel hath) Lie / a0 to pir 
your foul, and the ſoul of your. worthy and noble buchand, 
And it is mogeto you to win heaven; being {hips of grea- 
ter burden, and in the main ſeazthea for lictle veſlels,thar 
are not ſo much in the mercy and revevence of the ſtorms 


becauſe chey ma) _ ro their port by lanchipg 
alongſt the Co hebcenſe yedo much, if in 


rations , ye ſhall give Chriſt jeſus his own courr, &his- 
own due lace in yourſoul, E know & am perſwaded,. 
chat loyely one Jeſus 13 dearerto you , then many King- 

doms; and that ye eſteem him your welbeloved,, and the 

ſtandard-biller among ten thouſand, Cant. 15, 10. And it 
becometh him Fall well totake the place , and the board- 

bead in your ſonl, before all the world : I knew, and ſaw 

him with you, in the 'furnace of affliction; tor there he 

wooed you to him(elf, and choſe you to be his; —_— 
hecraverh no other hice 6 you bucyour Love, and 

he get no. cauſe to be Jealous of your. And rherc/ore, 
Dear and worthy Laily', he like to the freth river , char 

keepahits __ ein the falt ſes. 'This world" 
1s not worthy © foal: Give it not a good<day: when 
Chrift cone! foal with ir, Be like wr rn 


low, and nightheropsotthe mountaius , & the ſhadows 
are ſtrerched ont in great Tenth: linger notby the way : 

The world and fin would train you, on, avd, make you 
turn aſide : Leave not the be ay torthem), arid the Loy 4 


ſus be at the wy oi many<yes are upan you 
many world rl r the {hould ron Cioian, 
andmara Lord Jeſur mar nk. be 
deſirer, and keep Wy Sſfincs whole without a crac 


thero b&a hoI<irfit/;" fo that "irrakb in waterat s leck, 
will jb deg + 9 ; mend pee of th Tris a dnincp delicate 
crate, that ict the' workmanſhip of your 
maker ; Kg ee ty with ity and keep'ic 
iotire; t i foal. y-a // your La- ma 
learg bel V4 and Ate crearure ot 
La: findeth wetto-fmett of him,” ir may-haveno ber- 
Ve 4+ rec 


458 Mr. RUTHER FOORD's Epilt. 17. 
ter reliſh'ro you, theo the white of an egg. Madan, itis a 
part of the truthof your profeſſion, to drop words in the 
cars of your Noble busband cootinually,of Eternity, Judg- 
ment, Death; Hell, Heaven, The honourable Profeſſion, 
The fins of his Father's Houſe: He muſt reckon with 
God for his father's debt : Forgetting of accounts pays 
not debt : Nay the intercft of a forgotten bond runneth 
up with God, ro intereſt upou- intereſt: lknow, he looks 
homewardand lovcth the trath ; butl pity him with my 
his many tempcations: Satan layerh up- 
; cares above a load, and maketh a 
pack-horſe of ls, when they are wholly ſer upon 
this world : Weows. the Devil no {uch ſervice; it were 
wiſdom to off that load into a mire, &galt all our 
cares over ap6n God: Mi , thick ye haveno child. 
Sabſcribe a bond to your Latd; Thar {be ſhall be his, if he 
take her, and chanks and praiſe & glory to his holy name, 
ſhall be the incereſt for-a year's loan of her: Laok for 
croſſes, and while it js fair weather, mend the fails of the 
_ Now, hoping your La: will pardog my tediouſ(- 
- 1recommend your-ſoal and pexfon ro the grace & 
mercy of our ſweet Lord Jeſus, in whom Iam 
eAnwoth, Noy.15, | Your La: at all dutiful obe- 
1633. . diexceinChriſt, S. R. 


Tomy Lady KENMURE: 


MAD A M; &at 
Avang received aletter from ſome of che worthieft 
ofthe Miniſtery in this Kingdom , the contents 

whereof Lam deſired cocommuniecare to ſuch profeſſours - 
intheſe parts, as I know Jove the' beauty of. Zion, & arc 
afflicted ro ſee the Lord's vineyard croden under foot, by 
the wilde boark out ofthe wood, who lay it, waſte; I could 
not butalſ{oidebre your La : help. to jorn with thereft, 
deſiring you roapart itto wy Lord your huſband , & it 

thinkit noedfu], I ſhall write rg bis Lo; as Mr. G.G. 

| advertiſe me- -Know therefore thac the beſt affected 

ofche Miniftery have thought is coavenicar & necedlary, 
\ at 


. x 

E 7, Lat Tt'sk's * 
—_ »'tharal! who lovetherrach thodls 
Cog nga 
ti 


thei ; and cry to God with hami- 

tion ating: mes, : yarc agreedapon, 
are, the two firſt __ of 
dayes intervecuing xe , 4s 
conntity » and the firftfabbath of Fab ras 
ter: Andthe Gaules, asthey are wrimnen to me, are thefe; 
I. Beſides the Long: - Inn wt abroad, 
the many reigning fins of uncleapacſs odlineſs and 
uarighteouſueſs 4 thrs land , the oretlie ments on 
the land , and many moe hauging over us , whercof few 
are ſenfible,or yet know the right and true cauſe of them. 
2: The lamentable and pitiful eſtate ofa glorious Church 
( m ſoſboctarime, againlt fo many bonds )/in Doctrine, 
Sacrament and Diſcipline, ſo ſore. perſecuted , in the per- 
ſons of faithful Paſtorsand profefiors; and the door of 
God's houſe kept fo ſtrait \- by Baſtard*Pocters 4 in 10 
much, that worchy inſtcumencs , able forthe work, are 
held atthedoor , the Rulers bayingrucacd over Religion” 
iato Policy , and the Multicade ready to receiveany Re- 
ligion, that thall be enjoyned by Authority. 3. Inour 

miliation befidesthar we arc nader ancceſlicy of de. 
precating God's wrath; and rowing toGod ſincerely new 
obedience , the weakneſs, coldneſs, fileace and luke 
warmnelſs of ſome of the beſt of che Miniſtery, and the 
deadueſs of Profefliors , who have ſuffered the rruth both 
ſecretly to beſtoln away; and opeulyto be plucked from 
us, would be confeſlcd. 4. Atheiſm, Idolatry, prophanity 
and vagity would be confeſſed: Our King's heart re- 
commended ro God; & God intreared, that he would ſtir 
up the Nobles & the People to turn from their evil wa 
Thus, Madem , hoping that your La : will joyn with @- 
thers, that ſuch a work be nor on ſuch a neceſſaz 
time, when. our Kirk is at the overturning, 1 wil 
promiſe to my (elf youc help , as the Lord in ſecrecy and 
prudence (hall enable you, that yourLa: may rejoyce 
with the Lord's people , when deliverance ſhall come; 
for true and fincere humiliation come alwayes ſpeed with 
God: And-when Authority , King , Court and Church- 
mea oppoſe the truth > _ other armour pews 
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18. 
' bur prayer and faith 2. if wewzeftle with him, 
chere is gtound rg bope., that the who walld temore 
the ſtone Qg4. ofir's place, ſhall but hucr their 


La: at all ſubmiſſive obedience in 
| ſweet Lord leſus, $.R. 
Tow Loy KENMURE. 
MADAM; motorras 
ro > duriful obedience inonr-Lord Jeſus 
A remembred--1 truſt1 need not much increat your 
La: tolook'tg him, who hath-triken you at this time;but 
my duty, in the memory ofthat comfort 1 found ia your 
La : frindncls, when I'wasmo leſs heavy, in a caſe not vn- 
likechat , ome, wy ſomething now: and 1 
—_— —-of 095g) rey vhrvmry myers wa 
your jan will aot you; but parge you : 
Chi pl 62, vary 


power of us mortal mey, who up aflower in 


the bud, and nor be blamed for it: 1f our dear Lord pluck © 


np-one of his Roſes ; and pull down ſowr & frait 
. beforeharveſt, who ham? Foc heleadeth us 
tothjs world,asmen to a marker, wherein ſome ſtay many 
hours, &'car & drink, & buy & fell,and hb the 
fair , tiltrhey be » & factare thoſe who live long, 
and get a hearry-fill of this life: Andothers again come 

-inro the morning-market , &.do neither fit nor 


fland, nor boy nor ſell, but look about them alittle and + 
paſs preſently home again, and theſe are infants & young 


'anes ,. who evdtheir ſhort market in the = 


gerbuca ſhort view of che fair, "Our Lord, who hath. 


nymbered man's moneths, & ſct kim bounds that he can- 


AE SBELERFTPDDEgooTY uu = 


ſq 73 OLaEr Try 4047 
by lob1gi7 rieethelengrh ofour nranker, - 
"= &it iveafier tocoumplain ofthe decree, chen to chanpe ir. 
ye Iverily betiewewhenl write this, (your Lordhach 
& your Le: ta lay-your handon your mouth : Bur 1 {bal 
ad lee rome lag yote fe era aber racſt bra crab 
| like an old bill}, tharis acily rarch& fire , but ra- 
—_ ther woald wiſh, cach-croG were looked in the face 
- Ce? & were Yead vver & over again : TY the 
Meſleogerotthe: we arr Pons & the man 
pars wrote rod&him thar has 8ppoin- 
tedit: Try what is the tafte of the Lond's cup, & drink with* 
Gee's. eſſe that ye may grow thereby: 1 woſt is God , 
ſus whatever ſpeech it. utter ro fool ,.: this is ane word 
_ ivit; lob.5:t2:7--Behold is the man whom God corre- 
bot Geth: And thx ie faith to(you, Ye are frombome while bere; - 
our ye are not: of this Auanid,/ as our Re ,- Chriſt, was 
_ wet of this world: a These is fom | keeping for you, 


ad I which is wah celmwings AN that is here is condemned 
wa to: die, to: paſt away. like a ſnow- ball before a furmmer- 
0a: ſan: & fince Dearkitaok firſt poſſeſſion of ſomething of - 
eth yours, is hath beey-avd daily is creeping nearer and nearer 
und to your felf,howbeix with no noiſe of frer. Your husband- 
_ man and Loxd hath-lopped off ſome branches already,the - 
will rtoc it (elf is-to- be travſplantedto the high garden; ina 
the good time beir ; bur Lord ripen your La: alltheſe croſ(- 
the ſes'\* and-indeed; when I remember them , they are 
bo heavy and- many: peace} - peace be the end-ofthem J 
| are to make you white. ang ripe for the Lord's bey- 
are veſt-book. 1 have ſeen the Lord weaning you from the 
_ brats of chis world: irwasocver bis mind, ir Mould 
be patzimony, & thanked for that; ye look 
the the liker one of Ne heirs: lerthe Rank, dl why 
08 not ?-Theyare not yours: faſtes your gripsupon the he- 
pra rirage;& our L. Jeſus make the chapters ſured give your 
90 Lat to as a palm-tree on God's mount Ziong how-- 
ang * beit ſhalien mich winds, yet theroot is faſt.-- This is- 
ga | all Tean do, to recommend your caſe to yoar- Lord , 
who hath 'you written upon. the palms of his hand. 
bath if 1 were able to do more, your La: may believe me..- 
that gladly would. RE Igy ws ſee your La; Now * 
i 6 he 


” 
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he who hathcalled you, confirmand . ſtabliſbyour'kearr- 
in grace atco.the day of the liberry of the ſors of God.-: -* 
<Ardwell, April 2.8; Your La: . at dll ſubwiſhve obedience | 


I634-% : 11197 .inbinſweet Lord leſus,S.R, 
To my Lady. Ko EN MUD R-E: 
My very Neble and worthy Lady ;... ont 


O oftas I call to mind the com fares} tharimy (elf, - a. 
poor -fricudlets ſttanger, received from: gour La > 
here in a ſtravgepartof ihe countey,when wy: Lotd rook 
from me' the delighr*' of myne- eyes 4) (as; the \word 
ſpeaketh, Exek:2 4:16. (which wound |isnot yerfully 
healed and cured )I truſt your Lord ſhall temember:thar, 
& give you comforr now , ar facha time as this; whetein 
our deareſt Lord hath» made youa widow , thatye may 
ca free Woman for Chriſt , whois now ſatcing for 
marriage-love of you;and thereforefinceyou lic alohe in 
goon bed, ler Chriſt be as a bundle of myrrhe, to:ſlcep & 
is all wb:4 berwixt your breaſts, Cant: 1. 13.6 
your bedis 
all croſles ſpoken of inour Lord's word; -this givethyou 
a particular right to make God yaur hulband ,' ( which 
was not ſo yours, while your hutband waf alive )iread 
God's mercy oat of this vifitation : And albeir 1 muſt 
out of ſome expericuce ſay , the. mourning far rhe huſ- 
band of your youth, be,by God's own mouth the heavieſt 
worldly ſorrow, Ioel r. 8: and though this be the weigh- 
ticſt burden, thatever lay vpon your back; Yet ye know 
(whemthe fields are _— » and your huſband now a- 
ſleep in ghe Lord ) if ye {hall wair upon him , who hideth 
his face ra while, that it lieth upon God's honour & 
truth, to; fill che field, and to be a huſband ro the widow : 
See and conkder theb what ye have loſt, and how little it 
is. Therefore Madam, let me intreatyou in the bowels 
of Chriſt jeſns, and by the comforts of his Spirit, & your 
appearance before him , let God & men and Angels now 
ſecewharis inyou : The Lord hath pierced the vellel , it 
will be known whether there be in it wine or water : fer 
your faith agd patience þe ſeen , that itmay be known, 
your 
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trer filled then before: Ang ſeting, amongſt 


. 


2 ENS 7 L:y 7 T 5% A. 46 
duſt and; laſk ;.A 


FOg4nAme, out of the 
inſtance of thecercible 
the world, againſtche houſe gf-. 


f | 
; * wine Sigh upperriemple of the yew. Jeruſalem, 
Your Logd neyet he this world's:rain painted glory 
a gife wo ang: therefore yould nor beſtow 
it off you, he is to profiine youwith @berter por- 


tion: Let the morveables go ; the intieritadee js yours : 
Ye areachild.of. rhe boote, aud joy, is laid up for you; 
ir [00g iN OHRngs Fs got ;zhe worſe for thar,.. Fam 
now.cxpedtingts ice ,. and chat with joy and comfort, 
that ich L hoped of you, figce.} knew you fully; 
even thiFye have laid ſuch ſtreygih1 upon the, Holy One 
of frat, that ye defie troubles ; aud that your foul is 
a caſtle. that may, be hefigged , but. catinor be taken. 
What have ye.to do here? This world neyer looked 
like a friend upon. you. ye owe it little love ,-it looked 
ever ſowre-like upottyou.: Howbeir ye ſhould wooeit, 
itwill nor match with you; and therefore never ſcek 
warm fire under cold ice :. This is not a field where your 
happineſs groweth; itis upabove, where, Rev. 7. 9, 
there are agreat multitude , which no man can number , of 
ell nations and kindreds , and people, and tongues , ſtan- 


ding before the throne & before the Lamb, clothed with white 


robes,! and palms in their hands : What ye could never gec 
here, ye find there. And withal conſider, how in 
all cheſerrials, ( and truly they have been many ) your 
Lord hath been looſing you at the root from periſhing 
thiogs, and hunting atcer you, togrip your ſoul: Mddam, 
for the Son of God's ſake, let him not miſs his grip, 
bar Nay and abide in the love of God, as Lude ſaith, y. 21. 
Now , Maden , I hope or” La:-will rake theſe lines 

g 7 10 


Mr. RT HERFOORD'S v6. 
pats; Goohiertin Five fallen hana! foiled) 


Tees that God may anſwer his « \ ſtileto your foul, & 
may beto' you the God of aldcawſolationr; Thus I 
++.1 © 4 7 4TH 07 F 


; Anwoth; Sept; 14,7 \ Your" La: - evalbdutifut obedience 
\] in, the Loy yeſts,'8. Re '| 


TOY WTI LIES LACKS : 
4 * : 


To my Eidy' K'E N'M/U ROE 
6 FD: a8; M45). 06 tao ygn 3d) 4 
"LEdviiftl obedience'm our Lord remembered. |] 
know ye are now near one of thoſe ſtraits; in'which 
ye havebeen before ; Bur becauſe your outward comforts 
are fewer, I pray him, whoſe ye are , rofapply hp je 
wane, another way: for it we caritot witfto the / 
botrom ofhis wife Proyidence , whoruleth all: yeriris 
cerrain, this isvotonly good , which the Almighty hath 
dove, bur it is beſt : & he hath reckoned all your ſteps to 
heaven; and if your La: were through'this'warer,there are 
the fewer behind ; and if this were the laſt, 1hope your 
La: hath learned by oo-waititg ro make your acquain- 
rance with Death, which being, to the Lord, the woman's 
ſeed, Jeſus , only a bloody heel, and nora broken bead, 
Gen, 3, I5. cannot be ill tohis friends, who get far leſs'of 
Death then himſelf: Therefore, Madam, ſering ye know 
not but the jou is ended, ayd ye are come tothe 
water-ſide, jn God's wiſdom ,+ took all your papers and 
nes, and wherher ye be ready to receive the 
Finglow heaven as a limtle child , ip whom there is 
licele incſs8& much humility, I would be far from 
diſcouraging your La: but there is an abſolut* neceſſity, 
thar near eternity, we look ere we leap, ſeeing no man 
,, winneth back again ro niend his leap. I am copfidenc 
your La: thigkech often upop it; aud tha: your old guide | 
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yourhaud : | 
gow lot, ANT $a yet Sel 
- weth old & & gray harced ofren 
ye I RIOS 
rex life then this,hecapſe this world has been r0-you a cold 
fire, EE IIIING. Cp 
OUT - 


rthach (moke to 
would- have — "ivakng i bur ey 4 , fullof 
wiad, and ON» that hath l 


;yo henna God! $loxe & rare, in ſuch!) 
,: our-lord brake che ack. 
poine off col, ah: mA Ch 


a the ff 4 9 ee mms, 16 
you painted<rales; not all the 

Tinernl ko he xl nber be 2be (harp edge. 
cies Fromm itz then iz ſhould-be 
his, which (hould have as li a hog as ir ſhould - 
have pe@fic for us. Qaly 
now oder, olt adorn te vgs, & climb: - 
up the mountain : He who hathcalled yo > non? =" 


* & confirm you tothe end. I had a pityaſhnnhere vided 


your La: but when I though berrex vpon it, the truthis, 
I cannotſce what my. _ y could profit you: & this 
hath broken off m purpok & no on thing.  Iknow 
many honourable & worthy profeſlours will fee 
your La: and that the Son of God is with you, to whoſe 
loveand mercy, from my ſoul, IrecommendyourLa: 
and remain 

eAnwoth, Nov, 29; Your La: at all dutiful obedience, in 
1634- his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S.R. 


 TomjyLedy KENMURE. 

M 4A'D 4 M; 

Yhumble obedience in the L. remembred, Know, 
© wy labour in Gody houſe brew » by all ap- 


Peazance, wy. din Gody houls ders aroarayend; 


466 Mr. RerHzsRtyFOORD'S Epiſt, 21, 
&I muſt nowlearu to ſuffer, in rhe which Tam's ullScho- 
lar. By aftr rovidence, ſome of my papers, anenc 
the corroptionFof this time,are come to our Eing'ohand: 
[ know; by thewiſe and well affected, 'I ſhall becentured, 
as not wiſe oor ciccumſpe& enough ,- but ir is vrdinary, 
that, thac ſhould bea part of the croſs of thoſe who ſuffer 
torhim< 'Yert loveand pardon the inftrument: I would 
commit my life rohim, how beir by him this hath befal- 

len'me ; but Þlook higher then to-him. ' I make no que- 
ſtiov of your La: "love and care ro do what yecan for my 

heſp; and aimper{yaded that. in myadverſities your La: 

will with me well.- (Iſtek- ro other thing” but that my 

Lord may be honoured by me ,'in giving aceſtimbny. 1 

was will:ogrodo "him more ſervice ; but ſeeing ho will 

have uo more of iny labettrs; and thi land will thruſt 

me our , Ipray forgtaceroleart to be acquaine with mi- 

ſery , if I may ve {5 4 name To ſach a mark of 
thoſe, who ſhalt be crowned with Chriſt : And howbcir 

[ will poſlibly prove a faint-bearced' vowiſe man in that, 

yer dare ſay, Lnceud orherwiſe : And I delice notto go 

on the lee- ſunny-fidevf Religion, to pEIEY be- 

ewixt-me & aſtorin; my Saviour did not ſo for me, who 

in tis ſuffering took the windy fide ofthe hill, No fur- 

ther, but the Sorrof God be wich you. 

eAwwoth, Dec. 5.1634. Your La: inthe Lord Teſus,S.R, 


To my Ladj KENMURE 


M 4D A M; 


Received your La: lettertrom 1.G. I thank our Lord, 
yeareas well,at leaſt,as one may be,who is nor come 
home : it is a mercy in this ſtormy ſea, ro get aſecond 
wind; for none of che ſaints ger a firſt, butthey muſt rake 
the winds , asthe Lord of the ſcas cauſeth ther ro blow; 
and the Inne, as the Lord & Maſter of the Innes has orde- 
red ittif contentment were here, heaven were not beaver, 
Whoever ſeek the world to be their bed, ſhall at beſt 
find it ſhort and 1 made, and a ſtone under their fide to 
hold chem waking, ratchet then a ſoft pillow to ſleep by: 
on. Yeough; toblels your Lord; thatiris nor worle: 
bodeds, " WYVLY þ Sa =s 
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Epift. 22, LzTTBRS. 497 
welivcin a ſea, where many baye (uftered ſhipwrack; & 
have nee@that Chriſt (ir at the helm of che thip , 11352 
mercy to win to heaven, though with much bard coil and 
heavy labour, & totake it by violence, ill © well as it may 
be : better go ſwimming & wet through our waters, then 
drown by the way : eſpecially now when Troth ſuffers, 


- and great men bid Chriſt fit lower , andconcrad& himſelf 


inleſs bounds , as if he took too much room. Icxpet 
our new Prelate (hall try my fittiog. I hang by a threed; 
but itis ( ifI may ſpeak fo ) of Chile's ſpinning : there 
is no quarrel more honeſt or honourable, -thefh to 
ſafer for truth: but the worſt is, that this Kirk is like to 
fink, andall her lovers and friends land afaroff, none 
mourn with her, and none monrn for her. But the Lord 
Jeſus will notb>puc out of his conqueſt ſo ſoon, 1D Scot- 
land : iz will be ſeed, the Kirk and Troth will riſe again 
within three dayes , and, Chriſt again ſhall ride upots his 
white horſe; howbeit his horſe ſeem now ro ſtumble, yet 
he canpot fall: the fulneſs of Chriſt's harveſt in the cad 
of the carth is not yet come in: 1 ſpeak not this, becauſe T 
would have it ſo, but bereer grounds then wy and 
liking : but enough of thisfad ſubjet. 1long to be fully 
aſſured of your La: welfare, and that your foul ptoſpers, 
eſpecially now in your (olicary life, when your comtorts 
ourward are few , & when Chriſt hath-you for the very 
upran I know, his love to you is hl runhting over, 
andhis love hath not ſo bad a memory as to forget you, 
and your dear child,'who hath two fachers in heaven, the 
one the Antient of days. I truſt in his mercy , he bath 
oqueching foil for him aboye, however it may þ2 
with him here, I koow; it is long fince your La: ſaw this 
world turned your ſtep-mother, and did Grfake yot. Ma- 
dam, ye have reaſon to take in good part a leandioner 
& ſpare diery in.chis life , ſceing: your large ſupper of the 
Lawh's preparing will recompente all ; ler. it go, which. 
vwas-never yours ,} but.only in fight, not in property : 

the timg) of loan will wear, ſhorter and ſhorter, 

aud time weights: &then 1 


by ounce- 
$ope-thall be.a (Ar pope peg & not bla- 


pp 
ſted with wind iv may bo your joy, 4hat your anchoris 
up 
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up within the vail, & that the ground it 1s caltgpon , is 
not falſe but firm. God bath done his parr, Thope ye 
will not deoy to fiſh and feteh home all your Jove to him- 
ſelf, anditts but roo narrow & thort for him, ifit were 
more : if ye were before pouringall your love ( if it had 
been many gallons more Fin upon your Lord , if drops: 
fell by in the in-pouring , he forgiverh you: be bath 
done now all that can be done , ro win beyond it all, 
and hath left little ro wooe your fore from himſelt , 
except one only child: what is his purpoſe herein , he 
knoweth beſt , who hath taken your ſoul in cutouring ; 
Your faith may be boldly charitable of Chriſt, that howe- 
ver matters go,the'worlt ſhall be atired traveller, & a joy- 
full & ſweet welcome- home: the back of your winter-nighe 
is brokeg: Look to the Eaſt, the day ſkie is breaking : 
think not that Chriſt loſeth crime or Þ h anſuta- 
aly. O- fair, xr _ morning ! We are but as 
ea- rs, if we look right, weare upon oor conn- 
tre porr ing Redeemer {a faſt com z to rake this 
old worm-catet world , like ay ol&moth-eaten garment, 
in his two þ pond roroll itup, & lay it by him, Theſe. 
are the laſt-dayes , 'and an oarh is iven, "Rev. 10, by 
God himſelf, that Thne (hall be "0 mort: and when 
Time it (elf is old and gray-haited , it wete good we were 
away. Thus , Madam, ye ſee Tam, asmy caſtom is, te- 
dious in my lines: your La: will pzrdog it. The Lard 

Jeſus be withyour rit. p EH? | 

_ _ cAuwoth, Januaty 18. © Your La:at all obedience 
1636 in Chriſt, S. R. 
To my Lody KENMURE. 

Right honowwable ; 02. DOIS9T® 

Lynne find a time tor wricing (omethings 1 intended 
on'lob; I 'have been fo raken-up with the'broils, rhac 
we are \ſnenmbered with: in-onr-callng;: tor out Prevat/ 
will have'us either to ſwallow our light over, & digeſt ir, 
contrary to our ftarrachs, howbeirwe ſhoul&vomirone- 
conſcience & all;'in this troubleſor Confornity;or then 
he will rey, if Deprovation can convert 9 to _— » 

ait 


7% 


4 


| Es 4+ LzTTzRs. 
faith, I write to your La: Madam, nor as diſtrulting 


our or willi $ to help me,as yourLa:is able 
y your ſelf or others, ba to advertiſe ou, that I hang 
by a ſmall threed: for ous learned Polos hocaule We cans 
not ſee with his eyes, ſo farin a mil-Roneas his ghr doth, 
will ngt follow his Maſter, meek Jeſus, O__ 
the wearied & ſhort-breatbedin che wayto heaven: 
where all (ce not alike, & ſfomeare weaker, iavary wa" 
lambs.in his boſom, & leaderh gently thoſe tharare with 
Foun But we mul} cither GEall che evilof Ceremonies 
utas indifferent ſtraws , or ſaffer no leſs then to- 
becaſten out of the Lord's inhericance. Madam if I bad 
rime, I would write. more at jy ewpegets will 
pardon me, cill a ficger occahon. arty . cond and 
your child, & bear-you com 0 t6.ydeie bes 
NPR 1616. Your Las ini? faveed Lopuſus, $. R. 


> EARLESTOW N Elder. 


Mucb honoured Sir 
Penne tieaadariete ws 
againft yon; ; a Mie ahe will exiend the law they 
& breadth, anſwerable to their heat of 
jd ax 64 grot part of our glorythat the cauſe is 
ad trix yo mig php m ye ſcrve; &1 doubt nor, - 
honour, to back his weak ſer- 
Tape were a hams for im wth evans 1 ih 
ly Name )that he {hould ſuffer higyſelfro bein the commen 
of [uch a. pogr may as ye are,& that ye ſhould give out for 
him, & not get we Wrie up your diſburſments for 
your Maſter b "ror ocypenck® ye give out , 

whether nance 


(pend your 
Ft IT 


that a poo 

Chciſt wrote it co you, yes dll have Chyift , a 
SET caution for your incomes C7 all your lefſes: Reckon. 
DES TEICES 

it's af o wbeit bo- 

ife and as your Locd , and 
| Re bead och yet Luk 2.1.38. 
7 not; qye. hair af your: bead perith, 11.19 in 


patiente 


470 Goo EN i bong Epiſt. 2.4, 
patience t e poſſeſs your ſoul: & arerhe 
ficſt man in hf 16-4 called our, & queſtichl for the 
name of jeſus, his eye hath been upon you, as Upon one 
whom he deſigned to be a his witnefſes: Chriſt hath 
ſaid; Alexander Gordonshall lead the ring in wi agood 
confeſſion; & therefore he hath put thegarland of ſutterin 
for himſelf firſt upon your ; think your ſelf ji 
much the more obliged to-him, & fear not; for he lay- 
eh his right 'hand on your head: He who was dead 
aw Luv gr __ plead your cauſe, and will look s 
tentively upon Rom from the beginning to the 
end, and che Spirico glory' thall reſt upon'you. Rev. 2. 
10. Fear none of theſe things which thou shalt ſuffer; bebold 
the Devil rhgll caſt ſome of you into priſon, that ye may be 
tried, & ye hall have tribulation ten dayes : Be thou 
faithful unto the death, & I <will give thee the crown of life. 
That lovely one leſus, whoalſo the Son of marr?” 
that he mighe take ſtrokes for you, wricethe croſs ſweet- 
ning & ſoul-ſupporting ſenſe of theſe words in your 
hearr, Theſe mn» Ko aye of Scotlamuſ's ten'dayes tri- 
bulation are under his look, who hath feven y Take 
4 houſe 66 your head, & Qlip your felfby fairh in under 
Chriſt's wings , till- the form be over: Aodremember 
when they have drunken us down, [eruſtlem will be a Cup 
of trembling and ofpoiſon Zech. 12; 2+ They (hall be 
fain ro vomit out the ſaints; for Twdab , 'v. 6.” Shall be a 
bear th of fire in a theaf', arid they hall deyour all the ptople 
round about, on the right band and on the left. Woe to Zion's 
enemies; they bavethe worſt of it ; for we have writ for 
the victory. Sir, ye were never honourabletill now : this is 
your glory thatChriſt has put you in therol! wich himſelf, 
and the reſt of the wit , who wecome out of grear 
t:ibulacion , andhave their garments, and made 
tacm white in the blood of the Larab.'*"Be not caſt down 
for wharthe ſeryancs of cAatichriſt caſt in your teeth, that 
Ye are a bead to, and favourer of the Puritant; andlegder to 
that ſeF+ if your oonſtience [ay 5 Alas , bereis much din 
&F little done” ( as the proverb is )-þetabſe ye hare not 
my much ſervice toChnſt that way, as ye might & 
hould : Take coorage from tharſumetewptation ; for 


your 
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iſt. 24- LytTERs. t. 
ow Chriſt looketh upon thar very challenge, k. As 
| re ih you to have done more then yedid; & 
that filleth up the blank , and be will accept of what ye 
have done inthat kind. If great agen be kind to you, I 
ray you overlook them; jf ſmile on you, Chriſt bur 
Comal their face, to ſmile through them upon his 
afflited ſervant + know the well head ; and for all that, 
learn the way to the well it ſelf. Thaok God, that Chriſt 
came to your houſe in - your abſence, and took 
with him ſome of, your. children: He preſumed what 
. much on your love, that ye wouldnot offend; and how- 
beir he ſhould take the reit , he cannot come upon your 
wrong ſide : I queſtion not , if they were children of gold, 
bur ye think them well beſtowed upon him : Expound 
wellcwo rods on you, one in yaur houſe at home, another 
on,your own perſonabroad: Love thinketh no evil: if 
e were not Chniſt's wheat , appointed to be breadin lus 
ouſc, he would not grind you: But keep the middleline, 
neicher deſpiſe nor faiat, Hebr. 12.6, Ye ſee your fathes 
is. homely with you : Strokes of a father cxidence kind- 
neſ3apdcare; take them fo: 1 hope your Locd hath ma- 
nifeſted himſelf ro you, & ſi ed theſe or more choice , 
thoughrs abour his dealing wich you : we are uſing our 
weak moyenanderedirfor you, up at our own court; as 
we dow, we pray the King to hearus, andthe Son of man 
to go ſide for ſide with you , and bend in hand , in the fiery 
hk andtro quicken and encourage your nnbelieving 
» when ye draop and deſpond. Sir , to the honour 
of Chriſt be it ſaid ,- my fai with my pen now, I 
am xray Bp ing Chriſt ſhall, bring you our, Truth 
in Scotland (hall keep the cxown of the canſey yet : the ſaints, 
ſhall ſee Relig:on go naked ac noonday , = from ſhame 


and fear of men: We ſhall divide Sechem, and ride upon 


the high places of Iacob. Remember my obliged reſpets 
and loye to.my lady Kenmure and her (weer lt. 


Anwoth, July 6. | Yours ever in bis ſweet Loyd 
1636, Jeſus; S. Ro 


To 
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To the Vicounteſs of K'E N'M. U RE. 
M A DA M; y 

pms mercy and peace be to you: I know ye are 
near many comforters, & chat the ifed com- 
forcer is ncar hand alſo; yer becauſe 1 found your La: 
comfortable to my ſelf , in my fad days, thatare 'nor 
yet over my head, it is my part, and more in many 
reſpets (howbeir 1 can do little, God knoweth , inrhac 
kind ) co ſpeak to you 1n your wilderge(s. For, 1 know, 
Dear & Noble Lady , this loſs of your dear child came 
upon you , one piece & part of it after another , & that 
c was looking for it, & that now the'Almighty hath 
rought on you that which ye feared; & that your Lord 
gave you lawful warning : & 1 hope, forhisfake, who 
rewed & mixed rhis cap in heaven, 'ye will gladly 
drink, a: 59 een the croſs. Lam ſure, it is 
not your Lord's mind ro you with Judgment and 
worm-wood , and to giye you watergof galltodrink, 
Exek. 34- 16. ler. 9. 15. 1 know, your cup is ſugared 
with mercy , & that the withering of rheblaom , che 
flower , even the white & red ot wottdly joyes, (is for 


no other end , but to buy out at the ground the reverſionof. 


your heart & love. Madam, ſubſcribe to the Almightle's 
will , put your hand to the pen, 8&4er the croſs of your 
Lord Jeſus have your ſubmiſlive and refolute AMEN, If 
yealk & try whoſe this croſs is ; Tidare fay , it is nocall 
your own , the beſt half of i is Thrift's; then your 
croſs is vo born baſtard, bur {awfully begorren } It 
ſprang not out of the duſt , bob. 4. 6, if Chriſt & ye behal- 
vers of this ſuſferitg , & be fay half mine , 'whar ſhould 
aJc you ; & I amhere righraupon rhe ſtile of the word of 
Sod, Phil.-1,- 10; The fellows Irift's ſufferings. 
Col. 1. 29. The remmant 'of the afflittions "Feb. 
27. 28. The reproach of Chriſt. It were but tb thift rhe 
comforts otGod,to fay, Chriſt had never aCctoſsas mide, 
he had never a dead child,&fo this isno his croſs,neither 
can he in thar meaning be che owner of this croſi: buc I 
bope, Chriſtwhen he married you , married you and all 
the croſs & woe hearts that follow you, and the word 
maketh no exception, {/a. 63. 1, tn alltheir affliftions he 

Was 


' 


—— 


OEECCY EB OD rg ouy ru a un 


E : 6 | L LT Xi R-5. 4 73 
exile Then Chat boce the firſt Rroke of this 


, irrcbounded off t PR. & ye got 'it ar 
theſecond hand, & ye-agd he are halyErin it? Add 1 
{hall believe. for my part, he mindethco deſtill heaven 
our of this loſs, all ochers the like; for wiſdom 
deviſedic, and love laidit og, , and Chriſt owueth it as 
his own, and puttech your ſhoulder only beneath a piece 
of-it: take it wich joy as no baſtard croſs, butas a 
tikewion of God ; well borkz and {pend the reſt of your 


comes, inthework of 


h, that hekeepeth you in ward, 
Iob. 7; 14. It may be, ye think not many of the chil- 
Aren of God in ſach a hard caſe ud þ je elf; bat whar 
would yethink of ſome , who would exchange afflici- 
00s; & give you to the boot; but Iknow, yours muft 
be your own alone and Chriſt's ogetR. I cohfels ir ſee- 
ed ſtrange co me, that &d ſhould have done 
Dar ; whach ſeemeth ro ding out the bottom of your 
comforts worldly; but we ſee not to the ground of the 
Almightie's ſoveraignity , be goeth by on our right hand , 
ft band, OF. <ve ſee humnot : We ſee bur pieces 
links of the chain ofhis providence, and 
b the wheels of his own providence , that we ſee 
nor. O letthe former work his own clay,in what frame he 
aſeth | Shall any teach the Almighty knowledge ? Tthe 
purſue dry _{tubble , who dare ſay, what doſt thou? do 
port wonderÞ$ to ſee the of the world weave in one 
web, your axercaes & the 7 ents of the houſe of the 
Kegunure; He cammake one web of contraries. But ny 
weak advice, with reverence and eoretion , were fot 
you, Dear & worthy Lady, to {es how far mortifica- 
tion goceth on, & what ſcum the Lord's firecaſteth our 
of you. -Lknow , ye fee your knortinels, wg nan Sip. 
whytethalle & plainerth you , & the glancing 
the furnace is 1g let you ſee, what Wo cr re tn 
want , wa what isinnature , that muſt beboi- 
led our, & oft in the fire of your trials. Ido nor 


fay, heavier affiiftions propbelic heavier guiltineſsra crofs 
ECL is 
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474 Mr. RuTrHxarToORD'S Epift. 25. 
is often but a falſe prophet in. this kind : but 1 am ſure, 
our Lord would have thetiht , atd the baſtard mettal in 
you, removed ;. eſt the Lord ſay , the bellows are burnt, 
the lead igyonſumed in the fire , the founder .melteth in vain, 
ler. 6. ' 29, Audifhall bope, that grief ſhaltnor ſofar 
ſmotrher your light , as nor to praftiſe this ſo neceſſary a 
duty, to concur with him in this bleſſed defiga. 1 would 
gladly plead for the comforter's part ofic , not againſt 
you, Madam , ( forl am fare ye axc not his party ) bur a- 
goinſ your grief, which wilt have ic's own violet incor- 
ons in your ſoul, and I think it be not in your powerto 
help it : But I muſt ſay, there are comforts allowedupon 
you, andtherefore wautthem not : When ye havegor- 
ren 2 runing-over ſoul with joy now , tha: joy will never 
be miſſed out of che infinite Ocean of delight which 
is not diminiſhed by drinking ar it, or drawing out of ir. 
It isa Chriſtiao art to Comfort your ſelf in the Lord, to ay, 
I was obliged to render back again this child to the giver ,, & 
if I have had your years loan of him, and Chriſt eternitic's 
poſleſſion of him , che Lord hath keeped condition with 
me; if my Lord would not have him and me to tryſt 
both in one hour, at death's door threſhold together, it is 
his wiſdom fo to do, I am ſatisfied: my rryſt is'ful- 
eaded, not broken oft, nor given up. Madem, I would 
' could divide ſorrow with you, for your caſe ; But] am 
bur a beholder, it is cafie to meto ſpeak: The God of 
cotyfort{peak to you , and allore -you with bis feaſts of 
love. My removal from my flock is ſo heavy ro me, 
that it maketh my life a burden to me; I hatiever ſuch a 
longing for Math: The Lord help and hold up ſadelay. 
I fear yein in drawing Mr. Willem Datglish from this 
countrey , where che labourers are few and the harycſt 
great: Madam , defire my Lord Argyle to ſee for provi- 
onto a Paſtor for this poor people. Grace be with 


you. 
| ” 
Kicudbright, Otob, x. Your Ea : ' at all obedience in 
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pf ir. pargingthe A _ 

» & | 'the froath and had oncethe : 

tic's proof of the ſweet fmell , and che honeſt and honoarable 
L_ 


oſt reel yon CALI 
I be a De, ythar-/ 
be the advan- 


it chenl had, be now 


me, I} Glver, &thewood imto braſs, your- officers ſhall 
cha Farid ak etorarighrcouſneſs, 1/a, 60. 3 age 
y. a new name,and the 
this of your leruſalem, thall © 3.new flle » they alle. 
reſt ' your walls, Salvation; and your gates, Praiſe, 1 know: 
that Deputy » Prelats , Papiſts, remporizing Lords, and 
mockers of our Lord , crucifiers of Chri for his 
coat , andall your cnemics , have neicher na in- 


EEE HE 
% to / and * 
IO on her a palace of ſilver, R-_ 8, 9, Thezefore.\/ 

X _ ._ weep 
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weep nab. as if there fear noc., puron 
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, th, 1/a. To I» our 
pr MTN 4.1; Ys | wo 
dows and | over the witer & 
behold ng bor/your land- 
ing : Yout dclivetancc is eonchuded, bed & (cated 


in beavers Your thar ace takenifrom' you for 
Chriſt and hittruth's' (al&5/isre-bur arreſted "and Jaid in 
pawhyturnortaked awayy' There is mth laid-up for you 
in his ore houſe, whoſethe earth aut 0m: 1 mn 
of ty your yarmencs are ſpars & your arefceding 
104he fickdy;-yoordread {aid vp'far you, your drink is 
brown ,-yourgold andfitveris ar the bank , and the inte- 
reſt goerh oi and | and yert hear, that yourtalk- 
altets do rob and ſpoil you;-and fine you : your pri- 

" ſous ( my brethren) have rwo Teyes , the » Prelats 
& 5 keep burthe iroq koyev of the priſon,” wherein 
they put you; bur he that has created the fmirch hath orher 
8 iff heaven'; therefore ye ſhall nor die 1 the priſon: 

ic ens plovghs arc labouring for your bread , your 
enemies are ing ih your rents.” He thar is kiſſing 
his Bride, on this fide of the ſea in Scotland, is beating her 
beyondrhe ſea in freland), and feeding het with the bread 
df adverſiry and the watrr of afftiction, and yer he is the 
ſame Lord to both. Alas ! Tear thar'Scotland be undone 
and ſlain , withthis great mercy of Reformarioo, becanſe 
there isnothere thac life of Religion , anſwerable to the 
© $a 17ger er when that dazleth oureyes: For 
the Lord is- rejoycing over us in this land , 2s the Bride- 
groom rejoyecth over the Bride, alidthe Lord harh chan- 
the namef Scotland ; they call us now no more For- 
not Deſolate, bur our land iscalled Heph Zibah & 


clean not paſs over it, the wayf: , though 
fools, ſha!l notgrr inir: the wilderneſs rejoyce and 
bloſſom as the roſe : the ranſomedofthe are retur- 
ned back unto Zion , with ſong s and jonen 
ahcir' beads , 7a. 35. The c is put our of our 


Lord's 


F d 


LzTTz3s. 


15 nor a beaſilefrro do bure (arketk 
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"We do 


xp as rome Fogas cr tee we do ſendyou 
love-letrers overthe ſea , to requeſt you to come and to 
tqerry our King , and'to take part 'of our bed: and we 
ruſt, car Lord is ferching a\blow upon the Beaſt aud the 
ſearted-colowred Whare , to the end tie may bring in his 
ancient widow-wife'; our dear Siſter , the Church of the 
lews. O'what a heavenly heaven were irtoſcethem come 
in by this mean; aud fack the breaſts of their little Siſter, 
andrenew their old loye with their firſt hoſbakd , Chy 

our Lord ! They are booked in God's word , as a Bri 

contrated'upon- Jeſas: -Q for a light, in this fcſhof 


mine , of the propheſied marriage cen Chrift and 
them ! The Kings of Tarrhich Lf the Iſles muſt bring 
preſents ro-oQr ? » P/U. 72.10. And Britains 
one ofthe chiefeſt 1 7 Why wake iy; hon 
nokta Vee I ſhall come in, 
_ 7 the tiew ler u/olem, A hel 
larter days ?' Ic 190gr part co pray , thar'the 

Ki ot the may become Chriſt's. Now 1 
<=, not to be difmaid _ 

fice-brands , 
_ 

ort 

mapa; os rb, you = Srinkyou, bu 
to yornir out again Ave. it two 
op things 


lay, 
| ofa bearer, 
half mine, Sothey arc cof Chriſt, the 
Wo of-Chrift, Col.-2. y .Aswhen two 


are parrners& ownervot a hip , Sake ont & 


half oftheloſs. Jab 571" 3 a hy 
in oar ſufterin iner & half-loſer-wirk us: Yea, 
the heavieſt ahh recofih crols, lics on your 
Lord, ic fallerh farſt upon , abd it þut rebounderh off 


him _ you : Theepr moron of them that reproached thee 
ere fallenwpon me, Pſa. 69.9. Your fufferi -. £1! 290 
treaſure, & are cn then hi ncaa 
Heb. 11, 2.6. At i your cob comer rhrovgh CH 
fingers, ercitcome ng - it receiveth a fairduſter from 
him, it gerteth azaſte and relilhof the Kiog's ſpikenard 
and ofheaven' vporones z andthe halfofche gain, when 
Chaiſt's ſhip £ des ad paaraphot thall be yours : 
I; iran cogmeating. of your treaſure. 40. be rich ia 
ſufferings , to be Nouze abapns, in.ſtripes above 
m—_—_— 2 Cor. 11, ver. 24. My PIT” Wy 
Chriſt abounding in in you, 2 1.5.35 2 
heaven's ſtock : end a arty, pc's ry the 
have | plocked from you , for your Lord 
in Leopin are buc_ arr vg. = 
Bob: che arval: Ye ſhall be fed with the heri- 
_ of lacob your father, for the mouth of the Lord 
hath ſpoken it,/{a. 3, 1, IB Hell hoc Qfesſoor 
} of the palace , and draught of glogy out of 
Chriſt's ;tboneRbeyaydT) ok, 
* I will never, ir is like, fee fairer days, chen I'faw nuder 
thatbleſied tree of myLord's croſs ; RNNs owes 
vg's 
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may ſpeak 10). of Chriſt's 
_ or bots + 
alt, 
cof 
ter- 


CEE Gn : and the” Antichriſt's 
{1s 'not here acr and wiſdom ?' 
"i * or rag whoerForyiaedy in hell (ifI mayfſayſo dl 
. py a jewel ſerwirch (kilf in 


riſk croſs > 'The rubies urls of go he gr 


| up out ot lus crofs, i 

os and hotre & uae. all 

jor. nation ofrhe Judge of wen and Angels, tall cones 

51 pope yang ve ek ago t their hand 


bow pre | 
_; coal at their: heart. ſhall burn/thens- up-both root atd 
_ branch: the eſtaces 67 Yrone pon Ae thar dove fd;. if 
conſume away , aud the ravens 


__ dweltint oor aparhura {ball —capng 
Oforthe Lord's fake, ay Gi antha 


mas thac ſhall dic;and wi ers 
bloorh ſhall fall”, . and the Prelars Rn far an. roar. 


abd the Eaſt wind of the: 'Lord, of the: Lord ftrong and 

mighty , ſhall blaſt and brealt them : therefore tear 

them not, t Waknark idols ,-rhar can neither do evib 

fender he boo ofourrogal and pray rand 

anormced+ 

deſus, wp axh forkein Gndlandr 

let be decreeof Zion's deliverance, 

befare the throne, is now ripe, and: 

= child, even- the ruia-and fall of the- 

Liagdom-and the eAntichriſt's throne , in- 

:. the Lord has begun and be thall make- 

a" ſhororhour he liby of i ? Before Scot-. 

E—_— forth; and beforc her pains 
” Tja. 66. Tels | 


Mr, RatuznroonD's, - 


480 . v” 
And when ell yrpoacbnge hatn Ghro v0 Sibaneks in 
ro. er CH ghee tor his ſake; for that love- 
MS ; C 
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ly ane, leſ i; Crown and Royal Sapremacy 
35 the queſtion this itain , beewixe us and 
ouradverſarics: and who * nor think him worchy 
of the ſuffering for ? whar-is burning quick? whatis 
driakiog of our ewp he | 18 2 draught of 
melted lead, for his glacy'? then a drigk 6f cold water 
toa thirſty man » if the righeprice and dre valye were pur 
eb that wortby, woruky Iejus. O who can weigh 
him ! Ten thouſand thouſand heavens would hoc be one 


ſcale , or the halfof the (cale of the ballance, ro lay him 
io... Oblack Angels, in compariſon of him ! -O dim and 


i laid in the 


dom of the Father { 1t heaven nudearth and ten 


| re, one Dok of him, one view, ove rafte, 
oned{inell ofhis ſweer God: bead would infinitely exceed 
iſe. Oo be withchild of his lore, andco 

be ſaffecace (if that could be) with the {mell of his fweet- 
nels, weres ſweet fill and lovely pain, O worthy, wor- 
_ thy lovelineſs! O leſs of the creatures and more of thee ! 
. Oopenthe of the well of love and glory on us, 
dry pitsand withered tees | O that jewel and flowertdf 
heaven ! If out Beloved were Hor mi by us, and 
unkaown to us , his would have no ſcarcity of wooers & 
foirers, he would make heaven andearth both ſee , char 
they caunor quench his love , for his lovers a ſea: Gon 
c 


% 
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iſh 'L STARE Y 
dadonand fubanit derpiy hid of love? | Hy ble - 
htred x eons 130 orb for heavey's 
ee ioche 
-creature, & Hew grear 
tenaCrenns, Obwhhes lie wereiees 6 bl this 
atis wellbore, & & «a > & 1den ro 
t of have  defires & rnaybonu S166. hyBen ons 
iter many thouſand  & breadth, ronakein 


of rhe glorified > _ 
» Moe 


put ſeas & rivers of lo {| pretty we to Nan this 
oh may cauſe you:t cam- 
= clean oe wayr pr feer, 
wm manning reel of the Lord. Wor,woe 
and be to ther, tharpuron-his name , & flame his love of 
gh- cps Apo looſe & _— life; their yg rr 
png Pts <jpd, 7.560 PHI Lkerp Choſe, 
and w 1 :heLot 

gs! & walk IN TIES? porred 8 ſtained 
ted by living..Oh who cao find in their a- 
dof love ! -And {ach alove,, as the | agen Lacy 
en it at pay Ha terre drape forever; for 

mil- pos "IT capis Rillar = 

ard yet wichour loathing n= & defire 
ares wel ers po gyes (pus tal ſupper? 
the Now it any of our corntrey-people pr iſt Je- 
om ES under Tha foo e& wrath 
_ of the z | by yielding to eantxbrifin an hair- 
hat breadth , ally by ſwearing & fobſcribingrhat 
te, blaſ _— '» { which is the Charch of Ireland's 
ved black hour of remptazion,) I would intreatibem, by the 
eſs merciesof God , ar theirlaſt ſammonds , ro ,and 


1lto before the world,to the the Lard,. 
ny way farawr oa Arg wanker err man.or 
motors Me em ie, 
[e | name us, I ter them that 
us, theaven,and let Ge look for vo 
"x 5 cden- of the pure nnmized wrath of | 
ind God, and the plague of Apoſtates & deniers m__ ire 

s& Ler not'me a who nev 

hat ra wony be boldiawricag 7: For 
ro pe hare gonow Chreo i 


_ 
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Mr. RuTHzzy 00RxDd's Epif. 27. 
| it conſtraincth me. - I know, the worthy ſer- 
- vanes of Chriſt, whoonce among you got 


.rowrue to you alſo ; & 1 ſhall defireto. becxcuſcd thac 1 
dojoynwiththem. Pray for yourSiſter Church in Scor- 
land, & lerme entxeat aid'of your prayers for 
my {8& flock, & muniſtery, & my fear af a tranſporra- 
"vivo from: this place of rhickord's viceyacd. Now the very 
(God of peace fanRific you throughout. ' Grace be with 


youll: : FL ED 
- Hnweth,14 19. Your brother & av (1 the 
HEY Kingdom and patience of leſus W,S.R. 
'- -*1 1:TÞ div pevereud andanu b Houpuned Brother, 
BPr.ALE XANDER LIGHTON, 
+= _ "Chriſt's prijoncy in bonds at London. + | 


. - Reverend 7 much blyoured priſoner of hope ; 


; Jt wasnot my 


or 


folong 
joy bue publick joy, with. ing. Zion: 
Think, Sir , ye would love it z «divide 


yidical-Chriſt 


gr, bf or Dapep pan and to have m 
Be.” Ta it your of baritied-and hk 
ment. am , , og , neg - 
bouring with che of Chrilts Bride, would be fo 
muchrhe ſweeter that ic were publick. Ichought, if 
Chriſt bad halved my mercies, and delivered his Bride and 
potmie , that his praifes ſhould haye beer double to what 


chey are: But now two rich miercies conjoyped in one, | 
have fſtoln' from ' our Lord more then half-praiſes: Oh | 


chat mercy ſhould ſo beguile , and ſteal away our counts 
and 'acknowledgments | Worthy Sir , I hops 1 need 
not exhort you to 'go on; in hoping for the ſalvation 
of GK: There not been fo taken from your 


cim'e of caſe_and created joyes, 'as ity ſhall addto. 


your heaven. .-/Ye know , when one Sp ben be 
f pa 


with your enlarge- | 


43 


SEE PSRESRLEYSER 02 mow ye 


y z 


it | 
abiderh you , oa-the other fide of the. water ! 
leiſure to rej ans — . (ogy op bam abour 

you mill beſhorr , cheretore ye 


cloady ” no more '# 
take your blood and your bands withour th&in-come & * 
recom 
_ Paal, war! rotpnnddrns, ſervants, ax» 061" 
home beyondallcounting, Rom. 8.18. If the wi 
Sk | «Amichriſt's eye-ſore and- 
his envy, ye areto thank God , that ſacivq piece.of clay as 
ye are, 1s made the field of glory ro work upon: it was the- 
rer's aim, chac the clay ! praiſe him ; & I hope ir 
| you, thar your clay is for his glory, Oh whocan 
ſaffer coough for ſuch a Lord? & who aan lay outin bank. + 
enough in, ſhame, lofles, rorture, to reccive in agai 
the free intereſt of eternal glory 7*2Cor.4. 17; © 


A ing wit with ſack a rich Lord IF 
your hand and peu any 0-1, fl, ws nn i=, 1 
DI IN Ss og ofa pu-- 
ick crols fo the now controverted priviledges- 
ofthe crown and offree King the Prince of: 
x of the earth, is glo | 

thy & 


ye 
un £0 


i {may , if heaven' Anthmericl & Angels- . 
wk ſer > wok, they edi noms nu mber<he de- 
giees. of difictence; - 2, . It ſhookd raizen e-en" Ba 
: p +3 $3 FY 
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Mt, Rutisnroond's 


27. 

y One» 

Priace of into: if your 

miad could fancy as many created heavens, as time hath 


had minutes, trees have had leaves; and clonds have had 
rain drops , ſince the firſt tote of the creation'was laid, 
they ſhould not make halfa ſcale to bear yt x bound- 
leſs into. And therefore the King,whoſe marks 
yeare bearing, & whoſe dying ye carry about with you in 
body, is, out of all cry & confideration,beyond & a- 

all our OI IITnniaLs fed 
upon wonderiog, 1mes , at olding bur of the 
borders and (kirtyof the incomparable glory, which is in 
thatexalred Prince: & Ithink , ye could wiſh for more 
© ears to give him then ye hare, fince ye hope theſe ears, ye 
howy have giveth him , ſhall be pa to take in the mu- 
fick of his glorious voice. 1 would tain both believe and 
pray,for a new Bride of [ews & Gentiles ro our Lord Jeſus, 
after the land of graven images ſhall be laid waſte; & that 
our Lord Jeſus is on horſe-back , banting & purſuing the 
beaſt ; & that England & lrelond ſhall be well (weeped 
chambers for Chriſt his righteouſneſs todwell iv: for he 
mer mer 99 4" Scotland, & the rwo dead and 
ied witneſſes are riſen a9” vob PR 0 
thar Princes would glory & : ves, in carrying 
the rrain of Chriſt's cobe royal in their arms ! Ler me dic 
tag ne wy? 0 nant vrkermovry Son bw 
temple cnlarged, & © F teat d, 
to take in @ more numerous company, for a Bride to the 
Son of God. Oh if che corner or foundariod ſtone of that 
houſe that new houſe, were laid above {nas 1 Owho 
ear addrohim,whois that great, At? If be would create 
. fans & moons, new heavens, thouſand thouſand degrees 
more perfe& rhen rheſc that now 'are , and again make 2 
nevy creation , ten thouſand thouſand degrees in perfe- 
Aion beyond that new-creation, aud agaiv till for cterni 
fy meltiplie new heavens, rhey ſhould never be a perfect 
reſemblance of that ivfinireexcellency , order , weight, 
meaſure, beaury & ſorectneſs that is 1a him. O how litcle 
of him do we fer!” O how ſhallow 'are our thoughts of 
him! QHIf 1 had pain for him,& thame & loſſes ſons 


"7 7 


_ 


*S, "ALL 


ken away my love, defire and hope to heaven with him: 
know 


_— 
% F 


* 
- ad 


Hp ar. LiTYz3ns 485 
more clay & ſpirits for him ,'& chat I could | 
earrh wichour love, defire, hope, becauſe Crit hank 
$i; ſufferings for him are your glory, 
CIT ont his prin oY 
ſhall not carry: Pray forme : his grace be with you, 
$. Andrews, Nov. 2t. Yours in his ſweet Loyd 
1639 leſws, S. R. 
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TM HENRY STUART, 
his Wite and two Daughters , all Pri- 


© fonersof Chriſt ar Dg/is, F 
Rev... 10. . Fear nove of theſe -* - Pp zeta | 
ſuffer, &c. | | 


= 


Truly Honoured & Dearly beloved , 

Oy = mercy & peace ; from God our fa- 
ther & our Lord Jeſus . Thiok ic nor ſtrange, 
beloved nour Lord lejus that Saran can command keyes of 
riſons & bolts avd chains ; :this is 2 piece of the Devil's. + 
» that he hath over the world: interpret and 
anderſtand oor Lord well ip this: be not jealons of his 
love; thoygh he make devils and men his ander- ſervants, 
to ſcour the ruſt off your faith , and purge you from your 
droſs. And ler me you, O priſoners of 7 

open your window, and to look out by faith , & 
heavens poſt , thar ſpeedy and ſwift ion of God, 
that is comingto you ; its & broad river that faith will 
not look over; it isa mighty and a broad ſea rhat they ofa 
lively hope canoot behold the furcheſt bank and ocher 
thorethereof: Look over the water, your anchor is fixed 
within the vail, the one end of the cable is abourthepri- * * 
foner}of Chriſt , andthe other is curred withinthe vail, 
whitherthe forerunner is entred for you, Heb. 6.19, 20. 
Ie can go ftraighr chorow the flames of the the 
wrath of men; devils, loſſes, torrures , death, aud not a 
three of it be eicher ſinged or burnt; men aud devils 
have no teerhto dire it in two; Hold faſt til} he come. 
Yourctoſs is colour of heaven and Chriſt, EM: 
weed over with the faich and com forts of rhe Lord's 
X 6 _ 


. A . 4 
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436 "We... ver par x "_ Pe 
faichful Venant W Scotland ; { 
were een ene gg) va nor 
caſt the colour ; yea itrefledts a ſcad, like the craſs of 
Chriſt, whoſe holy hands, many aday lifted up to God 
ayer nes, were fettered and bound , as if theſe 
lefied $ had ſtoln and (hed innocent blood ; When 
your lovely, lovely Jeſus had go better then the thief's 
doom., it 18 n0 wonder , that your proceſs be lawleſs and 
turned upſide down, forhe was taken, ferrered, buf- 
ferred, a oh ſpitced upen , before be was con- 
vicedof any faulr, or ſearenced. Oh”, ſach 4 pair of 
ſufterers and witnefles , as high and royal Jeſus and a 
piece guilayg clay marrowed c » ander one 
'0 y is4he croſs with ſuch a ſecond ! 1 
eve, that your priſon. is enafted in God's court, not to 
you rill your bope breath our it's life & laſt : Your 
is under law to refkare you again ſafe to your bre- 
chren & fiſters in Chriſt Make beaven and Chriſt's back- 
bond , for a fairback-doar out of your ſuffering. The 
Saviour is oa his journey with falyation and deliycrance 
. for rags ad ay- the ſwordofthe Lord is drunk with 
blood , audmade far with fatyels.; his ſword is bathed 
1 heaven, againſt Bebylon ; for it is the day of the Lord's 
vengeance, and the year of recompences. forthe contro- 
verhe of Zion : And rſ{wade your ſelves, the ſtreams of 
the river of Babylon ſhall be pitch , and.che duft of the 
land brimſtove and burning pitch, 1ſa, 34.4. Andif 
your deliverance be joyned with the deliveragceof Zion, 
x ſhall be two. ſalyarions to you. - It were good to be 
armed before hand for » or bodily toftures for 
Chriift, and tothink what acrown of honour it is , that 
God hath given you pieces of living clay., x0. þerorrured 
i gen : & that ye are ſo happy » as t9 
have ſome piprs of blood to give out for the crown of 
- tharroyal Lord ,Syho bath cauſed youto avouch himſclf 
before men. If ye can lend fines of three thauſand pound 
' rling for Chriſt, ler heaveo's regiſter & Chiiſt's counc 
book Keep in reckoning your diſburſments for him : it 


beenprayen and printed in letters upon hea- 
Eat TIT 


1 28, 
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py. ELL YO #7 : 
iſt's papers of that kind loſt or | 
hot wonder, to fee clay boalt the great porter , &te4, 
blinded men threaten the Gaſpelvrich death & burial, & 
to raze out Trath's name: bur where will they makea 
ve. for the Golpel & che. Lord's bride.! Earth & 
ell (hall be bur lictle bounds for their burial : layall the 
clay and tubbiſh of this iych of the whole cink ces 
our Lord's ſpoule , it will not cover her, por hold 
her down; {hc {hall live and not dic , (he ſhall behold the 
falration of God, - Let your faith fiſt God a liccle, & 
be not afraid for a ſmoking fire-brand : there is more 
ſmoke iu Bebylon's furnace, then there is fixe: till deoms- 
day ſhall come, they ſhall never.lce the Kirkof Scotland & 
our Covenant burnt to aſhes; or if it thould be thrown 
in the fire, yer it canoor be ſo burncor buried z; as gotto. 
have a reſacreRion : clay's wind ſhall ſhake none 
of Chriſt'scorp, he will er-in all his wheat into his 
barn : oaly let your fellowſhip with Chriſt be renewed: 
ye arc ſibber to. Chriſt now, when you arc impriſoned 
or him , then before ; for now the ſtroaks laid. on you, 
do come in remembrance before our Lord , & he cag 
own his own wounds: a drink of Chriſt's love ,. which 
1s berter theg wine, is the drink-ſalver, which Suffering for 
eins behind it: 1c. is not your fins which 
they in you, but God's grace , & loyolky to King 
ſus: chey fee no-treaſon in you..to your Prince , the 
ing of Britain, albcic they. ſay ſo; but it is heaven in 
tg thaor xm Hg By nah and Chriſt is owning 
is own caulc : grace is a party that fixe will nor burn , 
nor water drown: when they, have caten & drunkemy 
you, their ſtomach ſhall be fick, & they ſhall ſpue you 
aut alive, O what glory is it to be ſuffering abje&s, 
for the Lard's' glory royalty :- Nay , t his 
bo ans os rkeeye for 
ling & cxalted Jeſus his high glory di 
cs, '& ont of that burning body, 
Oh, whataſweet fice! O what 0g torment © 
ſhould that be! Whas if the pickles of duſt & aſhes of the 


burax & difſalved. body., uſicians 
pzailes, & the high of ths mers my 
"Pp 


Prince 


£28 


abs * Mr, RuTHzR FOORD'S | 'T 
(4 Prince of s$es?.O what loveis it in hin, that he Ul have 
ſach PR PRI ge" vo © of his ever- 
laſting praiſes in heaven ' ” ining & burning 
ron 1 rials ed , thacrChriſt will divide his ſhare 
of life, of heaven and glory with you ! Lak, 22, 19. lob, 
17.24-Rev.3.21, -A part of his throne, one draught of 
his wine ( bis wine of & lite, that comes from under 
the throne of God & of the Lamb ) and one apple of the 
tree of life will do more then make up all che expences & 
charges of clay, lent our for heaven. Oh! Oh bur we have 
ſhorr & narrow & creeping thoughts of Jeſus , & do but 
ſhape Chriſt in onr conceptions, according to ſome crea- 
ted portraiture { Q Angels, lend in your help to make 
love- books and ſongs of aur fair & white aod ruddy ſtan- 
dard-beareramongſt tenthouſand ! O Leavens ! O hez- 
ven of heavens ! O glorified tenants & rripmphing houſe. 


holders with the Lamb , putin Palms, & love-ſon- 
ners of the excellency ot our Bri n, and help us to 
ſer him on high! O indwellers ofcart ſea 


& air,&O all ye created beeings, within the boſom of the 
outmoſt circle of this great world, O come helpeo ſet on 
nigh the praiſes of our Lord! O faicneſs of creatures,bluſh 


re his uncreated beauty! O created ſtrength, be ama- 
zed ro ſtand before your ſtrong Lord of holly! O created 
love, thiok ſhame of thy Gittefrethis Hed love 


of heaven? O angel wiſdom,hide thy (elf before onr Lord, 
whoſe anderſtanding paſles finding our! O fun in thy (hi- 
ning beauty, for ſhame pur on awebof darkneſs, & cover 
thy (elf before thy brighteſt maſter & maker! O who can 
add glory by doing or tuffering, zo this never-enough ad- 
mired & praiſedlover ! Oh we cap bur bring aur drop to 
this ſea, and our candle , dim & dark as it is, tothis clear 
and lightſom ſun of heaven and earth ? Oh bur we hare 
cauſe ro drink ten deaths in one cop dry, to ſwim chrough 
ten ſeas,to be ar'that land of praiſes,where we {hall ſee that 
wonder of wonders,and enjoy this jewel of heavens jew- 
cls ! Odeath , do thy ourmoſt againk os? O'rormenes! 
O malice of menand vil, weliibe on the 
witnefſcs ofour Lord's. reflament / O devils, bring bel! 
to kelp you > intprmentivg the followers okihe Lab! 


s 
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»the , groweth. ime, 

pens aps; deareſt enjoymemts , that 
we wait for , when we ſhall be bached and ſteeped , ſoul 
& body, down inthe depths ofthis love of lovs! O Time, 
I Gay, run faſt! O motions, mend your pace! O Welbelo-. 
ved, belike a young Roe upon the mountains of Separa- 
tions ! Poſt, poſt; and our defired and hungered- 
for meeting; loveis fick to hear tell of tomerrow : And 


Q 


- 


- 
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_ 


what then can come wrong to you, O honourable witneſſes = 


of bis Kingly truth? Men have no more of you to work 0 
on , but ſome few inches and ſpan lengths of fick, 
Oy ps : your ſpirics are above 
benches, courts , or High Commiſſions : your ſouls, 
our loveto Chriſt, yoar faith, cannor be ſummoned nor 
| nate gator) by nor condemned by Pope, Deputy, 
Prelat, Ruler of Tyrant : fairh is a free Lord , and 
caunot bea captive: all che malice of hell andearth , can 


bur hurcthe ſcabberd ofa believer : and dearh at the worſt | 


can get butaclay-pawn in keeping , till your Lord make 
the Roog's heys dd nes your I. THercfore upon 
tuck's bead { as we uſe ro fay) rake your fill of his love, & 
ler apolit way or cauſey be laid, berwixe your priſon and 
heaven , wr 9 ky our treaſure, Enjoy your 
Beloved, and upon his lore , till Erernity comein 
Time'sroom ,and you of your eternal happineſs : 
Keep your loveto Chriſt , lay up your faich in heaven's 
keeping; & follow the chief ft the 

that witneſſed a fair confeſſion before Pontius Pilate; 
cauſt and hisis all one, The oppoſers of his cauſe are 
like-dranken Judges aud tranſported , who in their cups, 
would make Ats and Laws in their drunken courts, 
thacthe Sun ſhould norrife , and ſhine on the earth, ard 
ſend their, Officers and Purſevants, to charge the Sun 
and Moon to Bo more light tothe world; & wonld 
enact in their -books,that owe yen” oh. 
ſhould never flow again : Bue would not the San 
Moon andSea break theſe Afts, and keep rheig Creator's 
GreQious } ne a GG — 


houſe of the Martyrs, | 


i \ 


£90, Mr. Rut fiskroonf's iſt, 2 $; 


2. T let thy ”-=_ bered, & all dyed with the blood of 


thry C— E. ay righteous heir by line - the 
ingdoms of the world. yeat the giddy-headed cla 
27 » and ſtout bei ok Fore , wap lay goed 
earneſt+, - this man sbaff not reign over us: as though 
they were caſtingrhe dice, for Chriſt's: crown , whoof 
them ſhall have it. I know; yebelieve the comung of 
Chriſt's Kingdom; and that- chere is a-hole our of your 
riſon,through which ye ſee day-light:ler not faith be daz- 
led with the temptation from adying Deputy , & from a 
fick-Prelatey believe undera cloud, & waic tor him, when 
there is vo moon-light oor ftar-light: Ler-faith live and 
breath, and lay hold va the ſure ſalvation of God, when 
clouds and darkneſs are about you , .and appearance 
otcorting inrhe priſon before you: rake heed of unbelie- 
 viagheartrs, which-can father lies upon Chriſt: beware of, 
Doth bis promiſe fail for evermere? Pſal, 77.8. For it was 
aman,& not God, that ſaid it, who dreamed that a pro- 
. miſcof God could fail , fall aſwoon or dic: we can make 
God fick or his promiſes weak, when weare pleaſed to 
> oe yen with Chriſt, O News: O ſtout word of 
I3-Y. I5. Though me, yet will 1 tru 
ibim. O ſweet Epitaph , mn. ndeod eg jo Ay ln 
dying believer ! ' To wit, I died boping, & my duſt © asbes 
believe life. Faith's cyes, that can ſee thorow a mill ſtope 
"can ſec thorow a gloom of God , and under it read God's 
lover.and. peace, Hold faſt Chriſt " ” 
- | ark:-: 


= 
* $44 FE. 


- a 2 
". *e | _— by) 
A (Toy he _ 
- 


thac 


4+ BJ To, BOYD EB YR [CCC 


I 


 andagain the devil andthe lye, it langere- 
hin bowhin_t poles, Nbonls beſrem men. of great 


fome foul and rotten diftinctions. - 


, ratherthen me, ro write to you; bur-l love your 
Canſe,; anddefire to be excuſed , and mutt intreat for 


"Ber Miſeſi PONT, Priſoner at Dublin. 
 ; PVorthy and Dear Miſtreſs; 


Race, mercy and be to-you:; _ The cauſe ye 
G RE en. Nap wiliogns 4 to ſuffer, is ground 
hag enionms » for me to. write. to you; al- 
tho I doconfefs my ſelF unable , to ſpeak for a pri 
of Chriſt's excouragment. - I know , ye have 
beyond us., who are not under ſuffering: for yout bg 
ing P/; 20.) is a writren bill , for the ears of your 

; c z ang yourbreathing, -Lom. 3. 53. 
and your up Pſal. 5-3+ & 69- 3, And therefore 
half ken , will ſcek 


your meaning , 
- no Jaylars leave, bus will go to heaven without _=_ 
Ef 0 


- . I , 


Mt:  Ruvnshy00 ns Epilt. 29, 


g fo 
Er gown our mad 6 90a 
[ 
SID tio: Þ pr we mo 
CEREe arg rut hep 
yes the has 7 Bride, 
Farce ſereants idve chem» Þ/al. 102, 14.-L believe 
Perth oratormeacker make alma 
che otmen&their malice ſhall make apſalm to 
ener Pfak 76. 10. and therefore ſill and 
d & ſee wharzhe Lord is todo for this {Nand;bis work 
is perfeft, Dent. 4:2. 4- the nations have not. {een the laſt 
end of his work ; hands is more fair apd more glorious 
chew the - beginning. Ye thaye more; -then ye 
'can be ableto. guide well ,/inthat your bonds are made 
heavy for ſuch an honourable cauſe. The feals of a con- 
IND and the (cals ERP bondsand blood & ſut- 
ferings, ace ordieary profeſſour. 
Somrrbar would back Chriſt - ly A 
would bur fpil-che brancy of che Goſpel , 1 were 
pod rn ons Andthertcfore let us believe, 
Lon to every obe here 42s be re Dog _ 
wo _ wor bear rhe crols : and fince our 
I WE En 6f 


wap _ mh, at, Carer pobane! i the 
frrengrh of our e on without 
CR Poridnty DTT ils, for the 


refin of all the Veſſels of God's houſe, ſmall &great,& 
for of two works at oncein you, boch for [mooth- 
ofa , es i og _ lors 

tem's wall;& for to of this reproac 

& bort-down Goſpel , which cannor die , though hell 

- were made a grave abogrir. It ſhalt be rimous joy for 
you, to kivide oy berwixt you & Chriſt's laughing Bride, | 
1n theſe three Kingdoms: 7 26d whar if your mourning 
continge til m Ven uſt in heland or we 
abd joy were 
upot} Chriſt, 
ce in theſe chree 
and your dayes and 
hours 


it 


o 38 I 4+ EE ..ETST TOR EE CEC 


EZ EEM a 


ET gt _ 

zen thouland ( 10. ovet« 

Drif  Dabbrin rela ten ye hal hare band 
wr 19-2 are cannot fee 

a nearer term- - me charge bupero- give 

Chriſt a new day, il pencap apes of caruhac L 


your ows hand. Therek Therefore, O = : 
== to death; can ep toc bires 
blade, xp Tour meihgrce wiz you ew 
TEE and can ſer you ar liberry when he 
you. Tpray you help we 


Grace olibires 
NE Your brother in the patience & K; 
"1 1640. "or dm rfur Orff 3h. 


Ar JAMES WILSON. 
Brothes . 


Race mercy and pence be multiplied upon you: I 

Grieg Mo dro ik. rp lo 
ages. cher bao going oy. 
everypiccein you, 74.94 Job wie motes 0 
ig compre Alast lam norls tic « PhyGcians 
as your diſeaſe requires : — 


Mr. RuTHIETOOR 3 


—_ wy 
| ii al bur yet the 
- 0p ram 19 ; 

. doubt from'2Cor, 14.'v. x 
ſo,whbether ye be « reprobate or weY a anſwer three 

the doubt. 1, Yeowe charity toall men; but of 


erode rrp and1oving Jeſus ;* & ſomealſo to your ſelf, 


korn eb herogora or! ; becauſe new ſelf is 
's5 Bronernadd toad puke 
to-flander bis work-is © wrong him- 


| bye: dur ddr kr work 616 think not il! 


of Grace im! wet as & ye think ill of Grace in your ſelf, 
Thea yomnle rbrs a holy 
—— & withal acare-& a defireto 
ny nar ary oe. is got, na arty a ny Ao 
rure. Thegreat ocate pleadeth ou, [04 

the Advacate'sſide, O poorfeared client of Chriſt ! | Hay 
& fide: with fuch a lover, who pleadethyfor- no orker 
/bur his 'own ; (for be, if I may fay fo, 
ſcorneth to be enriched with-an unjuſt conqueſt ).& 


Mie 
alia 
; 


make ir ſure ro ken norbe ſuch, nor ſo ſerious 
. astheſe, am | his? 'or whoſe am 4+ "2. Dare ye forſweas 
your owner , and (ay in coldblood ,' I an not bis > what 
ppg ne wra ſaith ar ares in you , I: regard 


not : your- of your ſelf, when fin & gwilti- 
nels round car, & when ye have a fght 0 your 
_ pha.& nor Scripture, 1 hype. 
-the Lord faith of you, -Þ we, pl th 

roar Mateo wite you-3, 1-{hall then bid you car 
_ drink waters of gall & worm- 

wood. eyed ery rr yedger-eofi, apt reary 
ſeem co fay , 1 came not for thee , as he did Marth. 1. 24. 
yet ler me lay, 'The words of Jeſus are nor to be 
Grerched as Scripture , : - his : 2nveacion 1 , ſeeing 


2 pe 
"4 x == 
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© TRELLA IL 495 
is to ſtrengehen ; aor ro 

firſt totay, and ſo. may:ye. : 1 
ndy hemeranef Gat be.not thas rruel & G 


pre en as/to:caſt-water on-your own coal by: 
ws — ( as pow ions 
unwacs Lon] y ye 
pris on rnd tr ee ey e dow: © 
oe &ifye were inhell, ;oifur te he 
lovely, ten thouſand times y Jeſus, that 
_ hew:, -& God's faic , fair: &-comely red 4 * 
avhercwith iris beanrified beyoad compariſon & 
maginati 7} mpaquaTry". pune Oh!'ifIcould 
bet lowelk from my fioful momb , from hell upto 
jr fr, Er ya that are as'« bed of ſpices, as 
Car..'y,1v-433: hope ye date-fay, O 
ſoghe of been? -O boundleſs 5 of crnci _ 
= love for me”, me leave to to love 1: 
flower and. bloom 0 beaven-and earth's dove ! O Aw 
wonder .! ' © thou,” the Father's eternally ſealed 
e! and Othoz', God's old delight-, give me leave 
tv ſtand beſide thy love., and look-in and wonder , and 
e me leave to wes h to love thee, if | can do no mare, #3 We 
born-in Atheiſm, & bairns-of rhe houſe what we 
are come off , it isno new my deay Brather , for us 
ow pew jealouſies and m abou the lore of 
God: wha think yo ofake , ther the wm Chrift was 
expend tobelier, there. were but two Perſons in the 
audthart che Son of God, the ſubſtan- 
tial & co>eterpal Sen, was not the lawful Son of God ? 
Did not Satap ſay, if thow be the Son of God? -z. Ye lay, that 
ye know not what to do? Your faid once tharſame 
wore, or not far from it, lob. 12,27. - Now is my 
troubled; and <what chal! 1 ſay ? and faith anſwered 
Chriſt's WhatsballI ſay { with theſe words, © tempted 
Saviour, asheſt thou, ſhall Ifay 2 ſay, 2g. Father 
ſave me from this What courſe can om 
pray and: frift his own comforts 2. He is no. dy- 


Your, rake his word. ..Oh ( fa I [ 
| erdy Is (Gaye) Pogurer eden ap 


- 


. RurHzsRtro0ky's 
of fairh, 


| 2.0 TESELIY Gro. tm 


Ang 
together wy projers 
pb TUE Ho WR 0 . Oh 
( lay-ye) I am ſlain with hardueſs of beart, & roalled with 
O melancbolious thoughts? Aufs My deer Brother, 
would ye coacludethence? that ye know oc well 

who oughe you ? 1 grant, Ob my heart bard! Obny 


thoug®: of fai by ms 0.13 rants as wr 
were 
rified ; bur dows in Chriſt's tal, where fick aod 
diſtem ſouls: are under cure, it is nor worth a ſtraw, 
Give Chriſt time ro'ead his work in your heart: hold on 
io feckog ibeiraitaneraegne for tharis ſofene(s 
- to feel hardneſs, 2. 3 charge you, to. make Plalms of 
Chriſt's praiſes, for his begua-work of Grace: make 
Chriſt your Muſick and'your ſong, for - bm 
feeling of wane doth ofren {wallow up yourPraiſes. 
think 
ach 2 if your exerciſe be the way to hell, God 
help me; 1 have a cold coal PEP 9 ANNGS Joper 
. arery 


b_—_ 
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__ of 
| gw forgeryou 


£2 
M ' 
on Eu unuu—s 
| | Char 
have hadao time roanſwer it, L had never more cauſe to 
fear, then have now , when my Lord hath reſtored me 
to my ferand created heaven on earth, & hath curved my 
apprehended frars into joys, and deliverance to 
his Charch,, whereof I have my thare and pare. * Alas 
that weeping prayers , anſwered and ſent back from hea- 
NIE Shonks whore grein; Goes 
yew rehis landbe 
; then 


what is 4one is a wonder : 
© 0151s nr yuan. boarding ipe > 
money now our buyers repent them 0 
k Hun cheap then 


wife. 'O'that this land be nor like Ephraim , an uwwiſe 
of Frey om 


children! Your , who arc 
ho- 


_— as $7 + Y — "1 Av | <2 Fe 
, : | . _ 
"4 Mr. RutHzszroeuk D's.” 


lhe four La: rl | _ v 
eviichce for heaven ; which 


br | to you: tro the 
bank , & heaven ſhall be your iatcreſt &ipcame : Love 
him, for 'ye \ canmotiover-love him : Take gp-your 
houſe in Chrift, ter-him"dweltin you , and adide ye 
ighim ; - and chen yelinay fook on af Chriſt , and 
at the clay-heayens, that the'{@n& of.men arc 

b 4s nt Y_ — 
wo your ace's great riſt 
will loſc notha of you, nay » not. your fins; - for he 
hach an uſe for , afwcll as for your ſervice, how- 
beiryeare to loath your felt for .- Hhope, ye ferch 
- .  4ll che heaven, ye baychere in this life, from char which 


Sinn Eberyayrencbar ines ip & deep 
iſ,” - Obutic's far & many a mile to his boxton, ! 
If I bad known long fince , as Ldo now + i{ though ill, 
alas! I -am ignorant) what- was in Chriſt, I would 
not have been fo late, - in ſhorting to the gate toſcek him. 
O- what <cani do or fay.to him, who hath made the 
North render me back again !- A grave is 00 ſure priſoa 
to him , for the keeping of dry bones, Woe's me chat 
7 on x and unbclicf, being on horſe back, 

id rideſoprondly & witlefly, over my Lord's Provi- 
dence: but when my Faith was aſleep , Chriſt was a- 
wake; '& now , when 1 am awake, I lay, he did all 
ers © of O infinite wildom!O incomparable Joviag- 
! Alas thatthe bcarc I have is ſo little & worth- 
leſs , for ſuch aLord as. Chriſt is ! O what odds find the 
ſaints ia hard trials, when feel lap art their roots, 
berwixtthem. & ſun-burac wi profeſſors : croſſes 
and ftorms cauſe then) to caſt their blooms and leaves : 


poor 


SEOEAPSPLS waks ,..: 


SAY aRNT 


"W-: Ms T7 TERS 
yedo, when the ſpan- 
your ripended , totem ow as 

in Jecrngen 2 I purupallche favoucs, ye 
rind guringa upon Chriſt's ſcore,. in 
whoſe book axe many ſach counts, and who will requite 
them. I wiſhyou tobe builded more and more upon the 
ſtone laid in Ziom,. and "then , ye ſhall be the more fir to 
havea hand ip rebwilding our Locd'sfallen rabervacle,ia 


this land | find great, peace » when 
come _- The 


ye the King of rerrours. 
Cd Latour f 


ur La: and keep yau blameleſs 
Locd fjeſas. 
St. gon ou 


"wma; 


Your La: at all obedience in bis ſweet 
Lord and Maſter, $.R. 


To his very deer Friend . 

JOHN FENNICK. 
Much bonoured and dear Friend © + 
Race, mercy and peace be to you : The neceſſary 
Gin ts of —caliiahene hicherro kepr me 
or tg your AY es the heads whereof T' 
ror yr yauſwer, As. ove po ro 
che fountain 1 when your own » Clos YO 

rence there muſt be.berwixt Chriſt” warrfke Les 
<d water ; and why butye have nced otemprtinels& dry- 
ing up, aſwell as ye have weed ef the well? gen pariy” 4 
there muſt be in our veſlel, co leave room to Chriſt's arty 
his well hath ics own, aced of thirſty drinkers , to com- 
mend iofinite.love , which from erermity did brew ſuch a 
cellar of living waters for us. Ye commead his free love; 
and ig's well wh if1 could belp you; and ifI could 
be maſter-conyecner , cher an earth-ful and an hea- 


ven-ful of ry erks projet Lord's well 
of love or lis wine of-love , even Like wak 


— 


_— _—_—_ of praiſcs to , beewixe the 
cad-ad fartheſt pain ets of the bread hey: 

A og er Fe my dry & dead hearr- 
tO COMG, 


TIRES ery - awe 


upon the banks R—_ 


| Ho ” Mr. Rurnin''0vnutt. Epaſt. 52. 
: bra feaſted (yl,to ſee Love's fair tide, free Love's bigh 
” &lofty wares, cach of chem higher then tevearths , 
flowingin upon pieces of loſt clay, O welcome, welcome, 
great ſea! 'Qifl had as much love for wideneſs & breadth, 
as twency oatimoſt (hells & ſpheres of the heaven of hea- 
vens, that 1 might receive in a litcle flood of bis free love! 
Come , come , deay Friend, & be pained that the Kiog's 


wine cellar of free love , : RT houſe ( O fo 
wide, foſtately ! O fo God-like, ſo ” & thould 
be lo abundant , ſo gverflowing, andy veſſel 
ſo little, to rake in {ome part of rhar 2 bur it 


cannot come in you , for wantof room , enter + + 
inthis ſcaof love, &breath ubder theſe waters, and dic 
of love, andliveas one dead and drowned of this Love. 
Bur why do ye complain of waters going over your ſoul, 
& thatthe ſmoke of the terrors of a wrathful Lord , doth 
almoſt ſoffocarte you, and bring you to death's briok ? 
I kiow the fault1s in your eyes, notin him ; "it is nor 
the rock that fleech and moveth , bur the greeaſailer : if 
your ſenſe and apprehenſion be made judge of his love, 
there is a praven image made preſently, even'a changed 
God, & a toe-God , who was once ( when ye wasbed your 
> wr butter, and the rock poured you owt rivers of on, 
lob": 6, ) afriend- God: Either now or never let God 
work : ye hadnever , _— was a man, ſuch a fair 
« field for faith :' for a painred hell and an apprehenſion 
"of wrath in your father, is fairh's opporrunity to try what 
 Weverhis init: now give God as a meaſure of 
now(ſee faith to be faith 1n- 
veberwixt Chriſt's feer , & 


breathing ont , and making an hole 
07 the breath of faith cometh forth 
| pow it ye can overcome and prevail 
ithGod, and wreſtle God's tempting to death quite out 
2» thee reed wretler Bb; Lol 1%. 3- 

«And by bad power with God. 1,4, Yeo he bad 
1%. Fr, power 


= 
- 
x 
” 
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Ly T TERS. 


ing , »'& 
Land iorke dark, which is your only victory: your ene- 
mies are butpiccer” of malicious clay , they ſhall dies 
mtn and be confounded, Bur that your. troubles ate 
many at once, & arrows come in from all airths , from 
nk ? countrey, friends, wife, children , foes, eſtate, ws | 
| not down trom God,” whois the hopeand ſtay of your ſoul, I 

ez if confeſs is more, & very beayy to be born; yetall theſe are 
love, not more then Grace; all theſe bits of coals, caſten in 


meaſure of grace,that he is ro beſtow; for our Lord never 
a fair yerbrakethe back of bis child, vor fpilrhis own work: 
nſion nature's plaſtering and connterfeir work he doth often 
what break iv ſheards ,, & purteth 6ut a candle not lighted. 
re of arche Sun” of righreonſneſs ; but he moſt cherifh his 
| owh reeds ,” & handle them ſoftly | "never a reed gers a 
thraſt with the Mediator's hand), © to lay rogether the 
twoendsof the reed. © O''what bonds & ligaments has 
irits, to bind all his lame 


Y 2 


your ctoſſes, &to r iron, 
—_—_— th tof hea- 
vineſs, Tt's rrue write of thisKirk, 

2. 3- IU} thatthe ſemrer'of Rn, Je 

x bad I 1donotbelieve, obr rd his Zier inchis is | 


"4 


» 
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41 Mr. Rot-Hast.00R D's ye. 
upon this {kin of Reformation :. ſo long 4s our ſcum re- 
.mainerh, & our heart- idols'are: this work muſt be 
_ar (tand; & therefore our Lord yer fifrthis land, and 
earch us with candles; and I know, be (hall give and noc 


{ell us big Xingdam. HigGrace and our remaining guilti- 


neſs mult becomparcd , and. the one maſt be ſeen 1n the 
glory ot it, and tþe other inthe fintulneſs ef ir : Bur I de- 
hre to believe, and ag. nave hope'to fee , that the 
$1ancivg& ſhining luſter at gloty.coming from the dia- 
mouds aad tones-ter iv the crown of our Lord Jetas, {ball 
caſt rayes and beams many thouſand miles abour. hope, 
Chriſt is apon a grear- Marriage,  andihat his and 
Jating of his excellent Bride , doth take it's: beginning 
from us, the ends of the earth, Q-what joy and what glo- 
ry would Ljudge it, if my heaven ſhould be [n{pended,rull 
I might have leave to ryn ov foot, to be a wicnefs of that 
Marriage glory, and fee Chriſt pur on the glory of his laſt 
married Bride, and his laſt marriage love on earth, when 
he thalientarge his love bed , and fer jt upon the ropof 
th: moynratys, and take in the elder Siſter, the lews, and 
the fulngi(s of the Gentiles ! It were heaven's honour and 
glory upon earth, to be his lackey 5\to run gthis hore 
200t , aud holdup the train of his Marriage- robe-royal, 
4o the day of our high and royal Solomon's 'eſpoulals. But 
 O what glory to have. a ſcat or bed in Kipg 1 aww his cha- 
r:0t., that is bottomed with gold, and-paved » and [ined 
over and floored within with- Love * for the dauyhters of 
Jeruſelem! Cant, 4.79, - To lic upon ſuch a King's love, 
were a bed next ro the flower of-heaven's g'ory, 14m 
Jorry ors pon {peakin yourLetter, ofa *» oa at 
you, and of the/en 4 + ory; gre which only ariſeth 
.from ;ſufferivg for-Jeſus , all rhat is now-comewpon 
You: .ladeed v7 Mee ny mn out co alhes 
as apprehended ſon ,, hut not ſuffering for Chriſt : Bur 
Ly pole ye.were jnbel , for hy-gancs 49 for old debt, 


I hope, ye owe Chuilt a - ſom: of charuy , - p 
jt. <4 ai Ig t. I know what jt.is0 
$n inchat kind , 1t 15: 10. fin Out (ifit yrere poſſible-) the 
yok t Chriſt , .andto 
ap ANATTR 


.T 
wely. and | 


QI0 , 


God, Put. more 
| honeſt 


F? 
is, 
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Epift;'y 2: Litrvngd” 4557 % 
hoaeſt apprehenſions upon Chriſt, put on his orfimalle * 


his face, and not your vail made of anbeliefy , 


ich ſpeaketh , 'as if he borrowed love ro-you ,| fron | 


ybu , and your demerits acid finful defervings.” Oh ao ?: 


Chriſt is mar, but he is not like mas; he'hathtman's - * 


love in heaven , but itis fuſtered with God's Tove ; and if, 
is very God's love; ye have'to do with: Whin your” 


wheelggoabouty he ftanderh (ill* Lee God de God, an$* - 
of manand the fickt 


be yea man ,” and have yethe defervi 
of one, who hath fi your Welbeloved 'toſlip a- 
« nay hath refuſed *him entrance ,* when he was 

k ing , till hishead & Jocks were frozen: Yet what 
is that ro hin ? his book keeperh your: name, and is nor 
1nred and” 
why bat he-'1 go-to his place and hide himſclfz 
Howbeit his rebe- his own good wotlk, '3er rhe 
belief of ic in that maanher is ybur fra : But wattonrilthe 
returo with Salration, es WE rejoyceinthe larter 
cod. It is normuch cocomplain : bar rather believe ther 
complair, & firin thedaſt and cloſe your mourk , till he 
make your fown light gtew again ; for your afflictions 
are not eternal, Time will cod +bem , and fothall ye av 
1 the Lord's ſalyatidn-:- higtove fleeperh not, bue 
{hull in working for you, his Salvation will -noc carry, 
norlinger 5 and" Suffering for him is the nobleſt croſs 
that is out atheaver : Your Lord has the wail& choice of 
ten-thouſand;other crefles beſide this, to excroſe you 
withal; buc his wifdoin &hwlove wailed & chooſed our 
chis for you, belidechem all; & take 1:29 a choice one, & 
make uſe of ie, ſoas- ye-look to-this woridas your ſtep- 
mbther in your borrowed priſon 2. For. jt is a-love-look 


tohgaver andthe other fide of the water, rhdt God ſeeks: 


this is the fruic,the flower andbloom ngourof 


FO COQULTEY, IO: is wife , children ; and all pieces of- 
caeated nothings, -for in them thereis not @ ſeat nor bot-- 
rep for ſoul'slave. . O what-roomis fer your Love ( 1f) 


ir were as b 


4s the (ea )upin heaven and in God ! and ” 


3 


what way Chriſtgive loze? Godgave re fo” 
much for yaw! K 50d bleſſed ae ye, if yoharealove 


rinted and changed- and corrected : And 


your ctols, way be dead maniatimesto clay,iogold,- 


F 


04 Mr. RuTHgAaFOORD'S "Hp 
him, & can call in your ſoul's love from all & 
can make a God of God,a God of Chriſt, & draw alin 
hang: L your heart. & him. -1f your:deliverance. come 
K&'s preſence & his believed love mult ſtand as 
caution & ſacery for your deliverance, till your Lord ſend 
it, ja his blefſed cime: for Chriſt bach many Salvations, 
| tEwecould. ſee them: & I would think it berrer born 
comfort & joy, thac comes from the faith of deliverance, 
& the faith of his love, then that which comech from de- 
liveranceic felf, Irisnor much marcer, afro 
your afflited foal, what be the means, cicher 
op——_— or of God' —_— the lateer | 
& rhe comfort ſtrongeſt & ſweeteſt: heron 
abſol olurely haverheordering of yourevils-& troubles; & 
am—..brexa on recommending your croſs and your 
hath, EI wn 
Cr what to dowirth his furnace. gens 
bean be willing , char God's fire have your tin a6 
and droſs: To-conſent to want corruption isa greater 
7 they profeſlors do well know; & to refer 
the manuer of 'sPhyſick ro his own wiſdom , whe- 
SITY IN or-giving. ſogared drinks : 


that He curerh fick tolks It- is 2 great poinc 
of faith; & to believe Chriſt's cen tobe a friend-, as he 
himſelf is a friend, is alſo a fpecial aQ-of faich: buc 


when yeare over the water, ee hl be a yeſterday, 
paſt an hundred years cre ye _ born, and the cup of 


TIT IQIILIIELET TSS TE. I TED 


glory ſhall waſh che of all thisaway', & make 

1t 38 nothing : "Only Chriſt io with you vader 

jar pos td erence be perfect work ; for 

this haſte is Norma The Lotd is riſin ingup rod todo 
you good n the rcordar/ 50 "on the fairh 0 

towards you. Sir, 

| me to Wrice at 

> 1-1 bn [ 

me wich your prayers 

xa 1 hope Grace 


Gli myownp 
»Feb-1 5; 1649. Fas Of $.R. 
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To the much honoured 
PETER STFRLINTI/G. 


Much honored © wor thy Siv ; | 
' Received yours, & cannot but be aſhamed. tl. ax milte- 

ing love hath brought me in conr & account, in the © 
heart of God'schildren , c{pecially af another nation : I 
ſhould not makoalye of the grace of God , if 1ſhould 
"think, I havelizle thare of it my felf :-- O how much bes- 
ter wereiefosme, totand in che countingiable of many, 
for a half-penny ; and robe eſteemed a lakerwather thena - 
lover of Chriſt) If I wete weighed , vaviey-honld bear -/ 
dowathe ſcale, as having weight in the baltanee aboye 
me; ONyaeny oy: Saviour ſhould caſt ig bee me 
ſome of Laban worth , and Oh if I were writing, 
now fiacerely in this extenuation , which maybe, apd1 
fearis , fubcil &ebofening; pride ! I would love 
Wor rs amy, in PONgnE ory 
ral. O how happy were |, it I could regain $-conquer 
back from the creacure my fold & loſt love, thet 1 
lay it upon heaven's jewel, that ever, ever 


rugs, if 


| fountain upon withered me, 
andſapleſomeIFLavere bae fick ottovefor his love, 
(&O how would ri Gekoefs delight me | ) How ſweet 
gGog and refrething pain beto my ſoul | I 

ſhatt a wiznelsto beholdrheK; ofthe 


CE, \ 
» 


506 Mr, RuTHS3SRFOOR D'S Epiſh. 3 4. 
who ſometimes courted our Welbeloved for her lice 
Siſter, Caat. $. $.to behold him, ſer up as ancn(ign and a 
r of love, to the ends of the world. And truly we 
"I believerhgt his wrath is ripe for the land ofgraven 
and for the falling of that mill-ſtoge in the might 
of ſea, Grace be with you, 


St. Andrews, March 6. Yours in bis ſweet Lord 
1640. leſus,.S.R 
To the Lady FING ASK. 
MAD A M; 


pry mercy lo arte r&you: Tho not _acquain 
ted, yet atihedefire of a Chriſtian, I make bold tc co 
writealine or ewo unto pou by way of counſel ,. ( how- 
beir I be moſt unfit for far)1h hear, andT bleſs the father 
of lights for it , __ ye have a ſpirit ſer toſeck God , and 
that the poſture of you heart 1s to look heaven-ward; 
which is a work and caſt of the Mediator. Chriſt's right 
hand, who purteth on the heart a newframe, fo 

which 1 would have your La :- to ſera tye & Londotohs- 
dience laid upon you ,. that all may be done notſo much 


te ey Alon m— wy ( of free love; that 
the 'haw ” (pag be the-chicf 

otecente, leg that year nt wade 
6 mand 5 eons + that uabclic 


aſpirirual fin, and ſo nor ſeen. by natare's light ; and that 

all that Conſcience ſaith is nor ſcripture; e. your 

- heart ber witneſs agaioſt you, for ns dove ago; 

yer becauſe mary have: pardofi with God ,-that ha ve nor 

fp ye > oe nr GAs: 

ver you , your 
Tu good lign 


br jealons of your hea gu -$ 


Gick and love: pore amareriiag Id ha 
wou ve. you 
hold by this, that the agcient loveof anold hutband ands 


mBoGCnlrrop”rds pron oOtuttcbDOCSaMSPOPRAOMESSYOOoSCAwAaco Sad 


' allarements 


of Chriſt CurRe's OE 254 —_ ak EF 9s 6" 
Goghit ye thould chuſe him as your liking, & he not chuſe 
hs, z- nay-he hath greventcd yow- in that, for ye have 
noe choſen him buthe hath choſen you;  O confider his © 
lovelineſs & beauty, & thar thefe is nothing which can 
commend, & make fair heaven or earth, or the creature, 
char is not im himy in infioice perfeGion ; for fair fun and ' 
fair m6otr are black, & think Thame to ſhine before his ' 
kairnelsg1ſa. 24.23: vens,& excellenc Jeſus: weak 
Angels, and ſtrong and y Kfus :- faolilh avyel- wil- 
andonly wiſe Jeſns :: ſhox living crearvre, & long - 
vidg and everliving Avcieatof dayes : miſerable oy 
fickly and wretched. arc thoſe things , that arc within ' 
times circle, and only, only bleſſed Jefus ! If ye can wynd- 
inin his love Fon be giveth you leave to-love him ,, aud 
is). wha 0 000g fepgres's diſe., a ' 
og heaven's isit,zto be hot & burncd with fevers © 
No eebnel for Lim ? & themore your La: drinkof 
this love, these 1s-themoreTtoom, © & the greater delight 
and defire for this love: be homely, & hunger for a feaſt - 
&Mll of his love , for- that's the borders & march ofhea- 
ven: nothing hath a-ncarer reſemblance ro the colour & © 
hew &luſtre ofheaven, then Chriſt loved , &to breath / 
out love-words & love ihe for him. - Remember whar 
hes: when ewenty © d millions of hearens-lovers 
hare worn their three>-bare of love ,. all is no- 
06 i egothing, to his matchleſs worthand * * 
: Oſo broad and ſo deep, as the ſea of his defi- 
rable lovelinely wf vg Spike, triamphing a | 
$ LY "7 


= 


” : 


if 


vw Wh | 
. 


fy 
» 
4 ” 
is 
: 


eſs miſery, &Tumps of redeemed fin ! A- 
bet ſpill &lofe words, io os highly 
wilt-bide & be above the muſick & Gu $ of 


St. Ark, Marth 7.1640. Your Latin Chriſt Ieſus, S. R. 


I 


LE Th bis Reverend and Dear Brother 
Hr. DAVID DICKSON. 


"Revived aid dear Brother ; 
YE ok like che houſe whereof ye gre a branch :- the 
Croſs is a parrof rhe life-reot;thar lieth co all the 


ſons of the houle. Idefire with you if I conld 


take alifrot your houſe tri ; but ye have preach- 
edit , efe1 knew any thing of God: your Lord - 
ther his roſes , & ſhake his apples , ar what the 


year he pleaſes ; cach huſbandman cannot make harveſt 
when he pleaſes, as He can do: ye arc taught to know 
& adorchis ſoveraignity , which he exerciſes over you, 
which yet is! with mercy: the child has but chan- 
a bed in the garden, andis planred ap higher, nearer 

e ſun, where he thall chrive berrer, rheo in this our-ficld 
moor-groumd : Ye muſt think your Lord, would not wane 
him one hour longer ,& flfig the date of your loanof him 
was expired (as it is, if the leafe) tet him hav his 
own With gain , as reaſon were. Ireadonitan cx- 
anyones Ape rhag wry hed aged wo the ſweet fraic of 
your croſs: and Iam bold co ſay, that , thar Colledge, 
where your Maſter harh ſet you now , ſhall find ir. I am 
content, that Chriſt is ſo homely with my dear Brocher 
David Dickgon, as to borrowand lend , and take & give 
with him ; aud ye know, what are called the vifirations 
of ſach a friend ; it is to cometo the Howſe,, by holy 
; \ quit 
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cart fo Ak [ 


is ery lo 
Ale «fog Soelr wth Garft Petr ro more frortful. I EY 
am grarulace hea ,with you; his new welcome to your new 
R. _ Dear Brother * go on and fant'not: Tome- 
2 ins Fat ton yortts bh hegven, beſide the Miſt of your ex- 
Saviour , & on! afrer your vw? etyie's threed 

is ſhorrer b Ce then'fs wis: an coach is frrorn and 

paſt the' ſeals , whether afflitions will 'or not, ye'muſt 

grow , und(well our of your ſhefl , and Five, & criumph, 

the and meh yu co be morethey a bid, for your capraipy - 
the Arle” is thenconquerour, & he makes 


ald you _ Ls anTV:tory: Did noclove 
ch- tw you compel me; we Te not ferch ay £7 tothe Well, 
_ ſpeak Fane , who bibs herter than I can &,whac 


the God 18 doing with him, Remember my toveto your wife, 
eſt w Mr. Fehere Ul. Friends rhere. "Let vs be helped by 
ow yout prayers,” for Ftt3{T or to make mention of you to 
2; the Lord, us 1dow. © Graze be with you. 


an- St. Andrews. May 28.” Yourrinbis ſweet Lord 
= I 640. leſus, S.R. 
— hn 
ant To my Lady BO 7 D. 

Im «MAD Fi 


ard tek Im it norco a 
your fs migi- 


6 oe! 


wh TE nd, 
and how.is pleaſeth bim, der-gardeo is 
wn, and all char grows ig.is.: his abſolute 
»bideing; che Aowers ace his own;-E.t ſome be 
| » he way plack cher down before 0- 
thers, O what wiſdom is it to believe and nat to diſpute;to 
lubx& the rhoughrs to his Court, andnot ro repigcatany 
actof his juſhiec? He harhdone it, all fletb be filent : 3c is 
impoflible to be. ſubmiſſive and religiouſly paricnc , if ye 
ſtay your thoughts down among the contuled rollings & 
wheels of ſecond cauſes, as, Obthe place! Oh the time! Oh 
if this hadbeen, this had not follawed ! .Oh the linking of this 
accident with this time and place Look pp ro the Maſter 
motion and the firſt wheel , ſee and read the deccee of 
heaven and the Creator of men, ,veho breweth death to 
his 7 raphy che manner of it: And i hos in : 
mil- x &, have eyes, thatqnake 2 hole, ro ſce throug 
the one fide of a mountain to the. other, who cantake up 
his wayes. How un/earchablezare bis j 5 , and bis 
wayes paſt focng out | His providence h- not, bur 
gocth with evco and equal. legs: yer agg they nor the 
greateſt Gnners , whom ,the-rawer” of Siloam fell. 
Was not time's leaſe expired, and the favd of heaven's 
ſand glaſs , ſer by our Lord, run our + Is not be an unjuſt 
debter , who payeth due debe wich chiding? 1 belicye, 
Chriſtian L ady , your faith leaveth that much charity to 
our Lord's judgmeats , as to believe , howbeir ye bein 
blood fib to that crols; that yer ye arc exggnpred & txeed 
fromthe gall & wrath that is jg.ir.. 1 not deop bur 
(lob 18, Ly) the King frvees owt in the ancked man's 
tabernacle: Brimſione zhall be ſcattered on his babitation: 
Yer Madgm, it is ſafe for you, to Jive upon the faith of his 
love, whoſe arrows are over-watered & pointed with love 
& mercy to bis own , & who knows bow to take you & 
yours out of the xoll & book of che dead, Onur Lord bath 
uot the eyes of fleſh , iv diſttiburing, wrath to the thou- 
jon without exception, Secipg yo Are not vn- 


ESE OIESSETYert troartoyomnmrthko noo ivr 4a obs. 7 


dei 


- in 
in It. . 


vation: houghes of love & peace 
our Lord hath to your children 2.1 truſt, he ſhall make 
Dous » in executing the wricten judgments v 
the enemics of the Lord, this bonaxy bave all bis ſaints, P/al 
149 9-4pd that they ſhall bear ſtones oo their ſhoulders, 
bailding that ciry , thatis called, Exet. 46. 35. The 
Lord's there : md fweey (hall they be , who have ahand 
inthe Gckiog » & come out in the your of ven- 
ance,gfor the conmoverſy of Zion , againſt the land of 
ven ves, | Therefore, Madam, let the Lord make 


out of your tþ boule any work , eveu of judgment, 


bo 
on pleaſerh wk to ochers,is mercy to you 
pow houſe. A is Faith's work, to claim agd F 

| Higgs 2 ki z out of all che roughcſt ſtrokes 
Gs Dothat for the Lord, which wig forrime; 
time will calm your heart at that which God hath done, 


| and _ letour Lord have it now, What love ye did 
bear to friends now dead, (ceing they ſtand now in no need 


þ pou way 1 rp wg withour 
pr ſcal of fixes EleRtion: 
$$ And 


we LEurFagy 0xD's . Whit 
EE 


LET 
ſand tos Jorg fon 
firokes his (ecre __ 


heavenly hand of the Mediatour , come oa ite ſteeped 
and watered in that flood and river of love, ar 2 


fi the God<man's heart. of 
redeeming Jiave.” I hope ye our ſervo: we Hit 
- Cautionerofm own conqueſt , heaven he 


pay it ou, ahd bong you to a 1 where 


| never” cyook a finger” upoti; nor Hfr 4 hand 
wo you again: And be content, oy 
coverous of Grace, the intereſt & pledge of Glory. 
I did norbelievc your crop tobe on'the ground, ins 
part of that heaven' of the ſaints Sroven , "White and 
ruddy , fair , fair & beautiful Jeſus , were cometo the 
bloom & the flower , & neat 7ow hook, 1 pea pen = 
wrirerbis; but ſecin ng time *sthreed1i abate: 
the entry of heaven's harveſt , ey»: 
ven's glory , is white & ripe- like , tbe loſſes 
of coyour La: ate but ſammer-thowers , CE with rn 
wer your garments for an hour ar two ; &the Sun'ofthe 
new /eruſelem ſhall quickly dry the wer coat; e yy 
ſeeing rains of Aﬀfition cannot Rain the image of 
or cauſe Grace caſt the colour: And low. i ye will not 
alter upon bim, who will nor change ho? you, I durſt 
in weakneſs think my ſelf no if 1 ſhould 
not "095-6 _ day-lighe OD when ſuch a 
moruing-darkne ou; and rhart rhis trial of 
our Chriſtian arte © you? him, whom ye dare nor 
cave, howbeit he ſhould flay you, ſhall cloſewith a 
doubled mercy. It istime for faich to bold faft as much 
of Chrift, as eyer ye hag, & ro make the grip Kronger, & 
to cleave cloſer ro him;ſeeing Chriſt bv rd dobe eved- 


in & truſted ro : The gl n One, 
that is mi ro ſave , wor orig Rgaon ov 


picee of lervice » rein la 6t Redeemer , 1s 
a precious part of obedience. ry tohim , to 
Ae Ne Fen Jute Aria, Gees : 


% 


PR 
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"adore the ty'& Liberty ,; 
qrertheclay, & of cla s , That peels 


11% 
!'O bleſſed fot who ® 
Grace. Therich gract of 
oi; = | 
' Youys at #ll obedience in 
" Chrift Jeſs, S.R, ' 
Te. A GNESMoMAT H. 
eg to > rr Fe Fo your leaſe of 
F our cen away your , r leaſe © 
bim irexpired ;'& feei Chr would wanthimno 
I it is: o our » & wotthip & 
; ar LRcNF7 Ot the porrer Fck 


aro: And what is man to call & furymond the Manighty 
x0 his lower” Court down here? Fortbe giveth” of 
nv boxper Anditye will take a loan of a child, '& 
give him backagain to our Lord, laughing ,' as his bor- 
rowed thouldrerurn ro hitn; believe, he is not gone 
away; bur ſent before; & that the change of the countrey 
outhidk, he is not Toft to you, who is found 


to heis now befor&you , & that the dead 
in Chriſt b raiſed agaio, ' A\ ye Coden doe og 
annihilar , bur ſhall wg I he hath caſten his 


bloom & flower, the is fallen in heaven in Chriſt's 
lip; And as he waslent a whileto Time , fois he given 
now to Ecernity , whicly will cake your ſelf : And the 
difference of your ſhipping &-his'ro heaven & Chriſt's 
ſhore, che land of life , is only'in/fome few years, which 
weareth day ſhorter, & ſome ſhort & Joon-rechoned 
ſaamers will give yon a meeting with him ; but what ? 
with him? Nay , wich berrer company, with the chief 
&lcader of the heavenly rroups, that are riding on white 
horſes , thatare trigmphing in glory. Lf Death were a- 
fleep , thathad no wakening , we might ſorrow : Bur 
our ſhall quickly be at rhe þed ſides of al, char 
lie fleeping in che grave; ' & ſhall raiſe their mortal 
bodies: W was Death's ' Canrioner; who gave 
his word tocome & looſe all pawns, & ſctt 

at his own right hand :'and out'Cantioner,, Chriſt, hath 
an At of Law-ſurcry nyou- Death , to zender back his 
capuves: 


+ Avd now he lives at the right hand of 
God , i havenotſo-mich as a ſwell of 
death. Your ſmell of the and Safer the 


ſo muchoftherens: kein) banal with bis 


croſs, who never: yer flew a with the croſs: He 
brews your cup ; therefore drink it & with the 
berrer will. Stay aud waic op , till the knot , 


deliver : and I pray you, Ur) ara to be wortbyo his 
,who correds ;/ andler hjm wring , & be ye waſheu,; 
chin you ad $ heart I Fatcher's'hand, who is 


you meet for the hom 3 
Thi Shea bool ſenpi =" 
rers of your Lord Theyery, World 


2. O kite Sin. 3. rhort and uncertain Time ! 4- far 


ba —_— yearly al 'sc and hea- 


yen's ſhoar !- and the Spirit and the Bride &y Come, and an- 
fwer ye with them, Even-ſo » came Lord leſus ! Come 
quickly ! Grace be wich you. 
St. c Andrews, Oftob. 15. Your Brother in bis ſweet 
1640. Lovd leſus, S. R. 


TH MATTHEW MOWAT- 
KR ever end and dear Brother ; 
Har am I roanſwer you? Alas! my books are all 


bare, & ſbew me licleof God: Lwould fain go be 


yood books, in to his houſe of love, to himſelf. Dear Bro- 
ther > ueigher ye , nor] » ip panics mandy oth ne 
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wings knowledge. Ah ! how has fin þemmiſtcd and blinded us » 
bas that we cannor ſee bim ? Bar for my poor (elf, I am pain- 
ows © © <4 & like to burſt,becauſc he will noc rake-dbwn the wal, 


& ferch hrs vncreated beauty , .and+bring his matchleſs , 
gh whue & cats ee etoarencerewaed,- tes I may 
id of hare heaven meetivg meere | goto it, inſach a wondet- 
ll of jaar SK eres jelty & Love de bumble , be- 
the cauſe 7 love ro linners dwells in him with Majeſty; 
i$80 Ye thould give him. all his own courr-ſeles, -his high & 
not heaven-names. What am | to ſhape conceprions of my 
\ bis igheſt Lord? How-broadand bow high & bow deep he 
He is , abovc and beyond what theſe.copceptions are, I can- 
ithe vor tell: bur for my own weak practice { which alas! 
not , can be no ruleto onc,{o deep in love-fickneſswith Chrift 
to as ye are) 1 would fainadd co my thoughts, andeftcem of 
his him , and make him more high, & would wiſh aw heaze 


vp's chi dear b 

ler- Lam with the thoughts of him. I know,God 

wid: is eaſten (if I may (| ron monly & lovely 

far ge ,..in the of e's jounl, tos di 

k |! 

Sin! 

DoYer 

hea- 

| ant- . , 

"ome nally tooking our. ax | cars and cycs and 
a body , - 926 0nnch, Bs, that Lmighe wear 

weet ſintul mouth in kifles 0p-bim for evermore: a} 4 nes 
all the Three blefled Perſons thould be well » that 

hes COLO Ing no eppeetione Gould coalt gpou 

.T- the & ; 1 ſhonld ſee them all through bim._I am 
cllle< rom rung b jnny ques imploymeats ip this 

e all own, hex ſaid going: wharcan I ay of him? 

be-, } Leras goandiers add 

Bre- $6 eddrewe. a rs 1  Fourriin by ſeoart Lord 

re or "Pp ; WRC ror cy; 4197 44 04 defunss...S..R. + 
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Mr, RuTHzsRFOORD's Eeifhize- 
To my Lady K'ENMURE. 


MAD AM; 
Race , tnercy & bero your La: lam heartily 
forty that your Lark deprired ofiachenbatined 
— OS fairhful a friend. 1 know, 
- ago acquaintancewith that, where- 
2 Chriſt will we you joyned ig a fellow{hip with him. 
ſelf, even with his own Croſs, and hath caugbr youro 
ſtay your ſoul upon the Lord's will,” who givcih 
not acconnt of his matrers to any of us : When he hach 
led you through this water ," that was in -your way to 
glory, rhere are fewer behind : & higotder in diſmiſhvg 
us , & ſending us out of the market,- one e another, 
isro de reverenced. One year's time of heaven! thall ſwal- 
low op all forrows, evco beyond all comparifon : What 
then will nor « duration of , fo us God 


hourly debter ; 6bli = rem 
Ee Seeley; che Mn vends fem 


you : &Tbclieve , your la: os 1g Fre 


(16 


come home, & which we may think of, love &thirſtfor, 
Bur we cantiot comprehend it , nor contrive of iras itis, 
* farlefs tan' we over-phink or averSiove int O'fo longa 
Chaprer , ot rather'; ſolong a Volume ; «s Chriſt is , n 
that Divinity of Glory ! There is to more of him ler 
down nowto be ſeen & enjoyed by tris children , bur as 
much as may feed in this fife, ber nor farisfie it. 
Yout La : ' is a Yebter to rhe Sor of God's Crols , ' that is 
wearing oor love & afiancein the'ereatare;, \Qur of your 


wo or rather , the< 1 ſtands to his 
free grace;who carerh for your Ta: in drſpen- 
_ & who is ing & 


making r the garments 
ofnfor 1; & whocalls 2newnam 
tharthe actiofhe Lord the - _ 
make youa crown & a royal diadew;/in c>.c 
afyink God, Te" 62- 44 Ye ” obliged to friſthim 
morethea one heaven; & yet he craveth nor long day: !t 
| : 
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TELLS 
Wit is ſure pa eIng> fe 


hath he given a great 
& if he bar ik . Ns Chriſew 


gain were rom 
ho leſs for you,thee what ho bat ven: Hes far 
from . ſhall wiſhyou no more; tilt Time be 

out of the ey os Dat v3 jr pb bers vo 
chaſed & prepared which can never 

ched, written or thoughe of, Gince it hach A imo 
the heart ro coolider ir: ya run-"-5 of "ape to 
the rich grace of our Lard Jeſus, Il am & re 


ny na 


Se. ew. , Your La: atall Me obſervance 
| in Obriſt yeſus, 8. 
Te Miſtreſs, T AY LOR: 
MISTRESS; 


tthe-redeemed of che bave nota dominiva 
ot overtheir ſorrow & orher affeRions, to'fa- 
vith our s goodsartheir pleafare; for ye are not your 
o0Wn, but with @ price, and your ſorrow isnoryout 


own,  beredeemed you by halves ; &therefore 
ye are-not'to' make Chriſt's croſs no croſs; "He com- 


to heaven with lima man's heart, ro be a com 


rw pena fellow 8: -—_ no on earth, 
Ce naging ydecaule 1c doh m13r e 


ders 


youro'weep ; & that Princely one; who rook op 
paflionat 


þ Mr. RuTHzRtrOOCRD's " 
before you ; fo that by his own practice he hath o- 
verguilded and covered your crofs with the Mediator's 
loft ﬆ: The cop yedrink was at the lip of ſweet Jeſus, 
and he drank of 1t; and ſoit hatha ſmell of his breath: 
Andb-conccive ye lovextnot the worſe ; chat itis thus ſu- 
gared ; -theretoredrink, and believe the refurreQion of 
your Son's body; ifonecoal oFhell could fall off the ex- 
alred head Feſus 5 jeſus the Prince of the Kings of the 
carth , -and buro metoaſhes, knowing were a partaer 
with Chriſt , anda fellow-ſharer with him, the” the 
unworthieſt of men} 1 chink I ſhould die a lovel death 
in that fire , wich him : The worſt chings of Chriſt, even 
his croſs, have much of heaven from himfelf; & ſo hath 
[2 ur Chriſtian ſorrow , being of kinroChriſt's io thar 
ind : If your ſorrow were a Baſtard , & notoP Chriſt's 
houſe {becauſe of the relation-ye have to him in confor- 
mity with his death and ſufferings ).1 ſhould-the more 
. compaſſionate yourcondrion; but kindand compaſſio- 
nat Jeſas, o—_ ye give for the lo{gof yournow- 
lo I believe, as is meet)-with a man's 
I was nota witneſsto hiſs death , 
SEED z 'bur ye. ſhall credie 
whom I do credit, (and 4idara ner lye) be. dicd 
—— Iris ceue, he died before bedid fomuch 
iſt oneareh., a$1 hopeand hearrily - ye 

rSon'Mr. to-mein Jelus Chriſt 
2> 1 Bot þ cates ah as rn ſorrow ,-ib-this were 
oO O—_— it that he. has changed ſervice- 
je>< 7 ow I C—_ fervice or maſter, Rev. 2:2. 3- 
«And there » but the throne of God & 
of the Lamb pr 7 re th nd bs ſervents shall ſerve him. 
What he could have dont in this tower houſe 5 he is now 
npon that ſame fervice.in the higher houſe, and iris all 
onc, ir4s the lame ſervice , andthe ſame-bafter, ew 
Rear y nh And-ye are not to thin 
your: beloved Son, -where he hath 
Hee dons Eternity for. "Time; I believe 
IF givecredit to {uchr @ witnels 
$3" Ft xe __ _ 


me 


or CQO a uterrm 
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gay your _ghts., 1 was 10 
your condicign:” I had but rwo children, and borh are 
dead frace I came hither. -The ſupream and abſolute (or- 
mer ofallrhivgs gi not an account of any of his mat- 
rers: The uſband-man way pluck his roſes, and 

her-in his Lilies ar-mid-ſurmmer , & tor ought I dare 
y , in che beginning of he firſt furomer moneth : and 
he may tranſplant young recs 00t of the fewer ground 
to the higher , they-may have more of the ſun , 
and a more freeair , arany ſeaſon of the year : what is 
that to youor me? The goods are hisown. The Crea- 
tor of time and winds did a merciful injury (if I dare 
borrow the word) to nature, . in landing the paſſenger 
ſo carly. They love the (ca roo well, who complain of 
a fair wind anda defireable Tide, and a ſpeedy comin 
a{hoar , eſpecially a coming a(hoar in that land, where 
the inhabirangs have cyerlaſting. joy upon cheir heads: He 
cannot be rgo. carly1n, heaven :;Hlis ewelve hours were 
not ſhort hours : + And withal, if yeconlider this, bad ye 
been at his bed-lide , & ſbould have ſeen Chriſt coming to 
him,yewould not , ye could nor, have adjourned Chnit's 
free love, who would wan him ao longer : And dying 
inanother Land, where bis mother could not cloſe hs 
eyes, is normyuch: who cloſed Moſes's cyes? And who 
—_ winding-theer? For t I know , ocither 
nor mothernor friend , butGod only: And there 
is asexpedite ,' fair & eafic away ,-berwizt Scotland and 
heaters asithe had died in the very bed be was born in : 
The whole carth is. bjs Facher's: Any corner of his Fa- 
ther's bouſe is enough ro-diein. Ir-may be, the 
livingchild (I fpeak not of Mr.. Hugh) is mare.grief ro 
Arp a Bogen ;Yearc ou ——_ wy tme God 
gire him repearance ; Chrilt waited as [0 
np manebny anger on me: Cithe oldden, 
xepentanceto him , I could {ay ſame 
hope betteprhings of þim : It ſeems rhar Chriſt will baye 
this yorkd your ſtep;dome: 1 love not your coudition the 
worſe ; ir) may be:@ proof, that ye are pot achild of this 
lover houle;buc a ravger;Chrilk (ecs it naigaed onſy,buc 
, yous 


wy 


thing to that ; bar | 


Epilt. 40% = Lorry ns 1 -* 
"_, Ho died in the morning of bis- life , chis-is all, 
but ſoveraignaty m 1 
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520 Mr. RuPHERFOOK'D's Epiſt. 41; 
your ea good, to be ledthusto heaven: &'think thisz 
favour, thar he hath beſtowed upon you, Freez freegrace, 
gt without hite , tomy ro pes And 
yho can pur a price upon any & Princcly 
No ihe Gailaer knayre TING 
| ili your irasan act of 
pete wy ly cmlapor: avi himfelt; AndI 
wade my felt, it ye could prize Chat, noching could 
bitrer to you. . Grace , | gg 1g 


London, 16 45. our Brother & Well- 
wicher, S.R. 


hw =». 


BARBARA HAMIL TON. 


Race beto you : 1 do- unwillingly write unto you 
ofthar, which God hath done concerning your ſon 

in law; only , Lbclieve ye look norbelow Chriſt , & the 
highett & moſt ſupream att of providence; which moves 
all wheels, And certainly ,” what came down enacted & 
concluded, inthe great book beforethe throne, Wiigned 
& ſabſcrided with the hand which never did wrong, 
{ſhould be kiſſed & adored by us. We ſee God's decrees, 
when they bring forth cheir fruits; all actions, & 
ill; ſ(weer & ſowr , in theit time; Bur we ſee nor y 
che after-birth of God's decree, to wit, his end, & 
the good that he bringerh ' out of the wombot hisholy & 
ſpotleſs counſel : we ſee his working, and we ſorrow : 
Theend of his coanſel & working licrh hidden & under- 
neath the ground, & therefore wecannorbelieve: Even 
pe em we ſce hewen Rtones ; timber and an hen- 
dred ſcattered patcels and pieces 6f an houſe , aff inder- 
tools , hammers and ates and (aws'; yer the houſe, rhe 
beauty and caſe of fo many lodgings & caſe-rooms', we 
neither ſee not underſtand for the preſenc': theſe are bot 
the mind & head” of the builder, as yer." "Weeſce red 
| celtth; unbrokenclods, furrows & ſtones; Burwe ſee not 
ſummer-lities , roſes , Stn 4/0 Wye 
give the Lord/time ro work , ( as te that believerh 


SEV 2 two 


S 
nA 
_ 


1-8} 3 


' youin that loſs could eaſe you , ye want them not : But 


| Crib ſomms your crols , & ſupport you under is, 


a | 
his end is nnder 
your 


Chriſt, as well as for bis labours: it- is pur upin Chriſt's 
account, ſuch a labourer did ſweat forty yrars in Chriſt's 
vineyard; howbcit he got not leave to labour ſolong, be- 
cauſe he who accepreth of the 4will for the deed , counteth 
{ſo : "None can ceach the Lord to lay an «account: He 
numbereth the drops of rain , & knoweth che ſtars by 
their names: It wonld rake us much ſtudying to give a 
name to every ſtar in the firmameac, great or ſmall. See 
Lev. 10. yetl. 3, And cAaronheld bis peace: Yeknow his 
two Sons were flain , whillt they d ſtrange fice co 
the Lord. Cotnmand your thoughts to be filenc : if the 
ſouldiers of Newcaſtle had done this , Je ra rs have 
ſtomached; butrhe weapon was in another hand : Hear the 
rod whar it preacherh, and {ce the name of God , Micah. 
6.9. | Anid know that there is ſomewhat of God and 
Heaven inthe rod. -- The Majeſty of the unſcarchable & 

ways and judgments of God is not ſeenin 
the roT, and the ſeeing of ther requireth the cyes of che 
man of wiſdom. If the ſafferings of ſome other with 


can do no wrong, he catinot halc, his goings are equal, 
who hath doneie.  1know, our Lord aimeth- ar more 
mortificarion: let him not come in vain to your houſe, 
& loſe the pains of a merciful vificer God, the founder, 
never melteth-in vain ; howbar to us, he ſeemethoften 
to loſe both fire & metral : Bue 1 know, ye are more in 
this work; then 1 can be: There is no cauſe co faint or 
weary, Grace be with you, & therich conſolations of 


London, Otod. 1 5. Yours in th Lord and. 
1645. Maſter, S.R. 
0, 
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Kace, are and peebe WE 
, mercy and toyou: If ye have. 
| then the huſband Laine youth, bu; 
Jeſus Chriſt's debter for it : Pay nor then your debis with 
grudging : Sorrow may diminiſh from the {weet fruit of 
righteouſneſs; but quierneſs,, filence, ſubaniſſion-and 
faith , pura crown upon your ſad lofles : ye know whoſe 
voice the voice of a crying rod is, Aficah 6.4, The name 
and majeſty of the Lord is written-0n/the rod: read and 
be inſtructed : Ler Chriſt have the room of the huſband , 
he hath now no need of you, or of your love; for he en- 
joyeth as much of the love of Chriſt, as his heare can 
be capableof. TI confels , it is a dear-bought experience, 
to teach you ts undervalue the creature; yer it1$ not too 
dear, if Ohrift think.ivſo. know, that the diſputing of 
your Co agaioft hisgoing thicker, the way & man- 
ner of his death , theinſtrumenes 5 the place, the time, 
will not caſe your ſpiricsz except ye riſe _ then (e- 
cond cauſes, and be fear beraulerhe Lord has done it: 
If we meaſure the goings of the Almighty and his ways , 
* the botrom whereof {ce wenot, we quite miltake God, 
O how lictle a-portian of God feewe: He is farabove 
our cbb and narrow thoughts: He ruled the warld in 
wiſdom , ere we , creatures of day, were born, 
and (hall rule ir, when weſhail be1 
worms and corruption. | Only , leary heavenly wiſdom, 
felf- denial and mortification by this ſad lofs: 1 know, 
that ir is nor for nothing (except ye deny God co be wile 
inall hedoth) that ye have loſt one in carth: There 
has been roo little of your love and heart in heaven, and 
therefore thejcalouſic of Chriſt has donethis : It is a mer- 
/ a he contends with you and all your lovers: I {hould 
no greater favour for my ſelf, theo thac Chriſt laid 
necefliry, and took on ſuch bonds upon himſclt; Such 
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ah one'T muſt have:, 8 ſuch a-Soul I cannot live in heaven 
without, Job. 10.46. And believe it, itis incomprehen- 
ſible love , that Chrilt Gith , If [ enjoy the glory of my Fa- 
ther , and the erewniof Heaven far above Men and Arge!s , 
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ing beſide the 1 
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ſhalt be chac royon;, which be checkew fas 
ewes Hog oped regen yy I M1: 


Loudon, Ood. 15. (8 45,Your ſmpatbrein, Brother, $-R: 


To BARBARA HAMILTON. | 
Loving Siſter 
Race, mercy.and peace be to you : 1 have heard wich 
gricf thac_Newceftle hathy taken one more , ink 
bloody account,then before; even your Souin Law,and my 
friend, Bur I hope, ye have learned that muck of Chriſt, 
as not to-look to wheels: colled round about.on earth ; 
Earthen veſlcls pos nocr'to _ with their Forniee: 
cs of ſioniog-clay- may, by reafoning 20d comendi 
ang a Porrer, mar the work of ins who has bis Ges 
Zion and his furnace in Jeruſalem 5 28 boliocks , ſwearing 
aud wreſtling in the fucrow , make cheir yoke more hea- 
vie. Inquictocſs and reſt ye ſhall be ſaved. 1f mea do any 
adhere to our heart , wernay aſk both who did it? 
bat is done? And why? When God kach doug any 
we are to enquire whe hath done it? 2nd co 
(ooo gg this cometh from the Lord , who is wonderful 
is counſel: but we arc got to tk whore or why? Ifitbe 
from the Lord [ as certaiuly there is uo cril in fire 
wichourt him, . Amor 3, 6. ] it is enoogh;. the fair 
face of his ſpocleſs way is but coming, and ye are t6 be= 
lieye his Forks, as well as his word,. Violent deathisa 
thacer with Chriſtia his deach, which was violene: it 
maketh nor much, what way we._go. to heave: 
the happy home is all , wages ha ah ol w__ ; 


$24 Mr. R@TH-1RHQDE D's Mr $a 
thall be fargorren: . He isggone beme to.a fri hawlt 
and made -wdtomes and the race 19 ended >:Timetsue- 
compenlell withietergity., & copper wickigoid > Gad's 
order is in wiſdam:,, the, huldaad gors home defore: the 
ms , NY 1 aver IE ag ſhall be overs ere ic 
: ong , aud:anoth<r generatan ethers wanow ac; .& 
at length anempuc houſe ,| & mnotdncof maikind (hall 
be uporthe earch , within the facth part of an hour, ab 
ter the.carth gnd che wotks that ave chcremny thall boburm 
up with arc. L feag- more thagChriſkis 47 vr 0 
w hendiearricgiphgme much ot his a1{hitg Before 
band: 'wetandegccach the Almighty know edges whe 
he ing the bullet againtt his Servant, ottich 
our the ſoul, po wiſe man couldecry 'ter God gufFrong x 
wWraitz Lord, for be isthine#wn, T hore trio tit over 
higeyes, whois wonder fl in counſel: -1t Zion be butded 
with your ſohinlaw's blood, the Lord { deep in coun(el ) 
can glew roger er the ſtones of Ziem with, blood. and 
with tharbtood, which ispreccous in higeyes. Chrift has 
fewec labourers im his vincyard then he had ; bur ſore 
moe witnelles for his-cauſc, and the Lord's Covenant with 
the three Nations. 'Whar 1s'Ghrilt's gaio.is pages 
Let nor that , which'ts lis boly and wiſewill be your 
unbelieving forrow. Though I really judge; } had tnte- 
' reſt in his dead ſervantyyer becanſe he nogwhivestoa Chriſt, 
I quit the hopes I hdd of his foccesful/ labouring is the 
miniſtery. 1 kaow, henowpraiferbythe grace that he-was 
te preach: : And 5f chere wrere-/2 þerrer thing on his head 
yow inheaven , then acrown, or anything more excel- 
lemethewheaven, he would caſt irdown before his feer, 
who firterh on the throne: Give'plory thereforeto Chriſt, 
as he now doth , andiay, ro. 4 808 The grace & 
ES conſolation of Chriſt be with you, 
” Lond. Nov. 15.1644- Yours inhis ſweet Lord Teſus,S.R. 
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- {ET Hr ore yah Le: Tho Chriſt 
| "loſe aotime;yer when finful mendtive his charior, 
the whecls of his'chatiot move lowly: The woman 
Zieras ſoon av The travelled brought forth her children; 
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[hetvincls & inciaftanoe of 
ofhded (ir fure Tam they ates) the 
AToufre of iy AIWBahB5n hea ven,comrending 
dc ortracoi, bs thete "were millions 
or Yyour fore,to ferell tore 'of your Jove home 
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wtath Mfairftary meſſenger of 
1.4 Se your Lareanwor + 

at the mark;'a Chrifthith aimed, theſe 
t yellts 16d ab542,"s;" tb Have the company & 
wthip offtd& i fofh te, ih heaven with rm , 
"for alf tretoity; 46d Vrafe bt will-aor ("Tack'is che 
' paverr of his love)enjo6y his father Fplbry ; & thaterown, 
ueto him by eternal get&2tioh? without youby name, 
©Tob. 17. 24 Tok; 10.16. Nh." 4.5; "Thicrefores Maidar, 
belicfe a6 evil of Chnit; Titerito 6 hard reports; thac 
his rodstmmake of him toy6u; Hehath Tored you; wath- 
"ed you from your fins; & wharwould Fe have: more; 1s 
"th little,ctcepthe pdjournalf crofley; toll yebe where 
[ be out of alt” capaciry \' ro ſigh ormy becrofled ? 


©, y< can deſire ii more, wo preater/nor more"ex- 
te.ches Chriſt, & the feflowhhip of theLawfor 
ifthar deffte be anfevcred iheiver, fas 


"ye ny butt is'made fore to 
| reritlgts 62 living husB#td, 
.6f v1 Health = Orelpadn cn 
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Ing out] whicher ye are ro.foll 
ropes before this day, and 
| birth aud lite,co have bee: 
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veſſel is almoſt marred,ihe furnace &rod of God ſpilt,and 
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Letevehat leſs ted and rdſe able; ey ſo alſo them which 


in leſus will Gad bring with him: then they are not loſt, 
ae fog Iafe from Congregation of the firſt- 
born , and the General Aſſembly of the Saints. | The we 
cannut Our-run nof overtake them, thatare gone before; 
yet we ſhall quickly follow chem , and the diffecenceis, 
that (he has theadyantage of ſome chooeths or yeart of the 
Crown, before you & her mother; & we do not rake itill, 
ifour childrenout-run us io the life of grace; why then are 
weld, 1 they aotſtrip us in the atraiument of the life of 

lory? It would ſeen -\ there is more reaſoq ta grieve, 


that children [ive 8, = why Let that they are vlonked & . 
die before as:all the difference is in ſome poprhungey acci- _ 
dcats of rimmeylelFormore, ſapner oc laceriſorhegodl hid +, 
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tet and a 6 qf Life, if 
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dark trance, /o thorny a valley, i Wo «age of kn: bur ! 
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Raven / i the tacevith 
Coins Jen 3 of you'eatinet 
ED cc ico yogi 
Whathons &" uf Maj, above what he appeared 

ſengihet th ee ewes aye and 
paring=rin is kiſſes, breachinge' » 
You ang IC of his na 
Sus Bora nts 8 ehme more of G Rd 
Lofhiedenyofcietiityefs Godhend', 
thets; theh efe: As water arthe'foon- 
4X beſide rhe tree, Kave more of 
red moral a” conf cher! when rrayſ- 
page eo andere ie {/hea ir Got that Cheiſt 
iti (yeecneBsin che carrying, '6r that he, 
x * lovelitieſs of eſence; cat be _—_ 
td'the w ir ys whos t of thecarth ye are Ipt, 
retort ofthe fark "mY '#hove allheavens; 
chain mer inp -whes ye {hal} have new ſenſe 
wid the loulThall by a more rin irs more capaciousyef- 
ſel, totake i in'more of Chriſt and when means, the cha- 
riots the Gap, that hes gowy carriet] iw;and ordinances 
thar him, ſhall be rettioved. Sure ye cannor now 
be fndtoTec him face to/ face/orto drink of the wine of 
rhe higheft fountain, or to taken (carwnd tides of freſh 
love, Lmmediatly, withoutveſli $ hides vor 'meflengers, a 
at 'tht\founrdin jt Telf, 4s 4, {hafFdb's few diyy hence; 
OST [6 next;”as ro'be with Chriſt, Lzk. 23. 
Ae :to LIE on tz; t Thef, £17. yewould{no 
Joirny; yea; many days journy on 
mr; —_— got yr bl yet and ferch Jown any thing of 
Chriſt; low ir by more may ye be willing bs al A 
jouray,tog6in perſon to heaven, { itis cot loſt time, bur 
orvaf ecerniry) rg evſ»y the full Godhead; & chen in 
cha maoner; av be Is nor there, fi-his week: days ap- 
Toigh wei fo = Aker us, in adrop of the reath part of 
cc & ſweetneſs; but he's there in 
cage obo, Pt ,; mote coltly, more 
pre- 
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-whenthey 7 tO © >ppoway 
we bur make Cheiſt black and leſs lovel —__ 
his higheſt and Ip peogy' - excelleney , _ 
daoghrers of, Sorfn, L have often, for my own 
part, finned jathis ; 
their taſk CE 


* know x theyae- got - 
ercared power ; ,þat there(is-fin in out 
Sr nn, Ws 
po denpliornch Go and ſee, ang vee 

; CO ISTN 
kt journey e4d on a. ſerpent 


x _ and theft -not be ».at ou 
joſt.. Deach.is þutan awſom ſtep over Time & Sin, to 
cer Jeſus, Chriſt ,' who knew. and tel; zhe worſt of 
; for Dearh's reerh hurt hum : We know, Death has 
noceath no0920 jome.; for they are broken: is is a free 
priſon, Citizens pay nothing 5 the Scare; paler lor, 
who had the power xa; Dea rar Aur _ 
Eonar, worſt 
ly that may be is, hai leave behind Fa way ary nd 
nd, andthe Churchof God in wi burye cau- 
Bo” them to heaven with you forghe preſent: ye ſhall 
not mils them , avd Chriſt cannot miſcopat one of the 
poor of his lawbs: ne lad, no girle, no poor one {hall 
c amifſing, creye ſee them again, in the day char the 
Sou ſhall render up the Kingdom to his Father, The even- 
inzand the thadow of every poor hireli is coming ; the 
Charch of Chriſt's ſan in this life is declining low : not 
a{oul of the Militapecompaoy will be here » Within few 
Generations :, our Huſband will ſend for them all. Iris a 
rich mercy., we are not married to Time longer then the 
courſe be finiſhed. Ye may-rejoy ce, that ye got not to hea- 
Yeaull ye knew that Jeſus is there before you, that when 
ye 


o+ asJefus Chriſe the ED = 
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4 Fiſt. 42. L Ib. s. AEPAY - 
: yecome thicker, at your fiſt entry, ye may fad t 

as ofhis oyarments, his Mycrhe , Alots 2d Caſſia: and 
ba this firſt falararion of his will make you figd , itis no un- 
"yr comfortable thing to die. Go & enjoy your gais, lire on 
"> Chriſt's love, whe ye are here & all the way :as for the 
7 Charch behind you ,. the Goverament 1s upon 
"e Chriſt's ſhoulders , and he will plead for the blood of bis 

Saints: The buſh has been burnipg above fire thouſand 
_ - and we never yer ſaw the of this fire: yer a 
_ while ad the vitoo thatl nor arty, it ſhall ſpeak and 
We not'lye. Lam more afraid of my duty, then of the Head 

Chritt's : be cannor fail to bring judgment 


to victory. O that we could wait for our hidden lite ! O 
4J'4 that Chriſt would remove jhe covering, draw afidethe 
Kr cartain Cer eda at deans Sow! [1] 
tac that and night were gone , that the day wonld 
why break, and be that frederh anjoog the lilics, would cry ro 
wy his heavenly trumperters , make ready , let us go down and 
& fold together the far corners of the world, and the 
of | | | —_— 
4 4 Bride. His grace be with you. Now if I have found ta- 
* vour with you , andif nn, my laſt ſure 


to youis;, thar ye dleave mea legacy, avdrhat is, 

[2a that ny name be arthe very laſt in your prayers; as 1 de- 
lor ficealſo,it may be iv the prayersof of yourChriſtian 
4 Acquaincance, with whom ye have beem iorimat. 
pol- Londen, Jan. 9. Your Brother in his owy Lord 
ren, 1646. leſus, S.R. 
hall | 
hal 
__ TomyLundy KENMURE  E. 
hall | 
t the * XxX 4D A M; . 
_ | 
the (ng a pence beto yon: itis the leaſt of the 

not _ prigcelyand royal beunty of Jeſus Chriſt , to pay a 
few | King's debts, & nor to have bis ſervanro at a loſs. His gold 


at is berrer then yours, & bis hundred fold is the in- come & 
\ the rear of heaven, & far above your revenues : ye are nor rhe 
A. ficit who havecaſten up your accounts that way : better 
have Chriſt your factor , then any other; for he trades to 

the adraniage of his poor A. But if the hun- 
| 5 ded 
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4% Mr, RotupRToOoRD's  _Epiſtizt 
tre fold in this lifebe ſowell teld ,.as Chriſt-cannor 
you with milcouttng or defetred;hope,O what m 
the remt ofche Land be, which renders.every day,' &every 
hour of the years of long \Tcetnity , che whole rent of a 
year, yea, pk theu thonſand thouſands ot ages, every 
the weighty. in- come ofa rich Kingdom, norevery fum- 
meronce, butevery moment + t ſur of gory will 
take you & all ' che Apgels telling. - To be a Tenant to 
ſuch a Land -lord,, where every berry & prope of rhe large 
ficld bearech no worſe fruit then glory, tulbels of joy and 
pleaſures that endure for evermore; | leave-itto your ſelf 
toriunk whata ſum mer, whata foil, whata 4 owe mouft 
b-there;& what muſt be rhe commediriesvf that higheſt 
Land ,. where Sun & Moon-arc uader the fect of the 1nha- 
bitants. Syrely the Land cannor' be boughe with gold, 
blood,baniſhment,loſs of faricr % mother; huſband; wike, 
children. We but dwell here becauſe we can do noberter;ir 
is aced, get virtue, tobe ſojourners' ina priſon;ro weep & 
figh, & Alas ! co fin 60 ot 79 years ip a layudoftrears: the 
fruirs that grow here are all ſeaſoned & ſalred with fin.O 
how (weet 18 it, that thecompanyof the firſt born ſhould 
be divided in rwo great bodies of anArmy; &ſomein their 
countrey, & ſomein the way to rheir cogntrey! If it were 
no more but to-(ee once the face of thePcinceof this good 
Jand, & tobe feaſted foreternity with the fatvels, ſweet- 
nels, dainries of the rayes & beams of matenleſs gloty, & 
incomparable fougrain, love,it were a well ſpent journey, 
ro creep hands & feet, through ſeven deaths & (even hells, 
to enjoy. him.up at che well-head, Only let-ns nor weary, 
the miles to that Land arc fewer & ſhorter, thea when we 
firſt believed : ſtrangers are nor wiſeto quarrel with their 
Hoſt, & complain of their lodging: it isa foul way, but a 
fair home. O chat I had buf ſuch grapes & cluſters out of 
the Land, as | have ſometime ſeen & taſted 11 the place; 
whereof your La: makes mention! but che hope of itiu 
the end is an heartſom convoy.inthe way. ” 1H (ee lutle 
more of the gold, ull che race be ended, dare aorquarre]; 
itisthe Lord : Thope his. chariot ſhall go through thele 
three Kingdoms, after our ſuffering ſhall be accompli- 
ſhed. . Grace be with you, ut 

LondonyJan, 26, 1646. Your La: inFeſus Chriſty, 5: ws 
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. SERSLEEZ "va 
B42 2.% To» Air. Ji 6:5 
n+: Reverend and dear Brother, ' --/ 
sþ Shall with my ſoutdefite the peace theſe King loms, 
' & 1 da believe, iclhall artaft come , asa river & as 
the mighty» wavesof the ſea; - bur-GFthac we'were tipe &t 
in readuaels roreceive it? The preferving of wo or three 
os four. or five berties ; in the owt: boughs of the 
Oliqe-cree, after dhe vintage 5 is ike 2 be a grear matter 
exe all bedonez yer 1 know, a Chaſter it both Kingdonis 
ſhall be G@v<d 3/ford bleſs isig it : but ur is notTT Fear) 
ſo near to the Enaiget ye day of Salvavion', bur char 


_ clouds muſt ſend dow armoe ſhowers of blood , to watet 


the vincyacd of »he Lord, & to cauſe it to bloſlory. © Scor- 
land's (cums nor yet removed;noc is England's drols & tin 
takenaway;nor the filth of our dl60dpur ged by the ſpitit 
of judgment & the ſpiric of Burning: Burl #m roo much 
outhis (ad ſubje&. As for my elf, do eſteem nothing our 
oftheaven, & next to a comintinion with Jeſus Chriſt, 
more, then tobe in the hearts & prayers of the ſaincs? 1 
know , he fecds'there amongſt the lhes, *tj]1-the day 
break: but I am ata ſow cbd,as to any (cnſible commugion 
with Chriſt; yea, as low av aoy ſoul cau be, & do ſcarce 
know where 1 &donow make ita Queſtion, itavy 
can goto kick, who deveft in gh: ina{cethble , through 
nothing but darkneſs, Sace, all char come to heaven hay 
a ſtock1n Chriſt; bur Iknow nyorwhere refine is; it cas 

be cnoughtor me, to believerbe Salvation of orbers, & ro 
koow Chriftto be the hovey-corhtb , the Roſcof Sharon, 
the Paradiſe & Zdavof the faints & firſt boco , wrinten in 
beavew ,\& norto ſhe afar the borders of that good land: 
But what ſhall 1 fay? Eicher this'is the Lord pe og gracc 
a new creation /where there is pure norhing' & fintul no» 


thingro-work upon; vriantigone. 1 ſhould count my foul 


ingapedto your (eff, & otherythere with you,if ye wonld 
bur<arry'to Chriſt for me a ſetter ofciphers & Wu ſenſe; 
(for Fknownor how to make lafguage of mY tonditian) 
enly/{howing that{ have med ot his love; for l know, 
mavy' fair-@ wathen ones ſtand now 1n white before the 
rhrone, who-were once as black is 1am. IfChriſt paſs his 
word ro'waſtra finner"iris leſs to him) then z wortto 
make fair Angels of black Devils: Oaly let'the art jyiew 

þ Z 6 race 


$34 Mr. RuTHEsRFOOKD'S Epiſt. ;0. 
Grace be i d. thavenoca Cantioncr ro give ſarery, 
nor doth a Mcdiator, ſuch as he is in all erfollng, need a 
Mediator: But what 1 aced;he knows: only, iis his depth 
of wiſdom,co le: ſome paſs milliens of mijesoyer [core in 
debr,that chey may ftand berween the winuing and the [0- 
Ging, in need of more then ordipary free grace. Chrift has 

 beco muluplying Grace & Metcy,above theſe 5 thouſand 

years: & the latter born heirs have ſo much greatec guilei- 
neſs, thar Chriſt hach paſled moc experiments & aglti- 
plied eflays of heart-love on others, by misbehicving, at- 
terit iv/paſt all queſtion, many hundreds of ages, that 
Chriſt ;s the vodeniable & pow Gncontroverted] treaſurer 
of multiplied rcdemptions;ſo now he is ſaying, The more 
of the di{cale there is , the moreot the Phyſician's art,of 
Grace & tenderneſs, there meſt be : Only 1 know, ao ſin- 
ner can put iwfinic Grace.co-it , ſo as the Mediator thall 

- have diſkculry or much ado,. ro ſave this or that man: 

Millions of hells of finners cannot come near co exhauſt 
ipfivit Grace, | pray you, (remembripg my love to your 
wife , and friends there) let me find thar i hargSollicitors 
there amongſt your acquaintance,gapd forget not Scotland. 
Loxd. Jan. 40.1646, Your Brother in lejus Chriſt, S. R. 


x: i: Th my Lady KENMURE. 
MAD 4 M; 


'T is too Jike,theLord's controverfie with theſe two Na- 
t10ns is but yerbegiani chat we are ripencd and 


< 
_— 
1 


white for the Lord's fickle. For che particular cooditien 
your La: isjn, anocher might (peak (1f they would (ay all) 
of more {ad things, It chere were nota fountain of free 
Grace, to water the dry ground, & an uticreated wind, to 
? breath'os withered and dry boves,, we were gone. The 
«wheels of Chriſt's Chariot to plack-vs oo; ofthe-womb of 
many dearhs, are winged like Eagles. All 1 have, isto de- 
fire te believe,thar Chriſt will ſhew all good-will to fave: 
atd as for your La: 1 know that the Lord Jeſas carties on 
no defign againft you, but ſerksto ſave ald redeem you : 
He lies. notih wait for your fall's, except it be to rake ou 
vp : His wapof redeeming is raviſhing avd w__ 
arc moe miracles of rl cd fingers in heaven, theb can 
be on the carth. #f.y0u ; Madem » way wet pour 
Y 11 +, , | cat, 
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0. Epilt..y1. LnrTuns, . 035 
C haſy com wither, Veri \it is King's life ws follawihe 
da Lamb. But when ye ſee him in his 6wn country at home, 
th yewill chink ye never ſaw him before : He hall be admired 
in all themthat believe, 2 Theſ. 1. 160, Ye may judge how 


[o- all now ſad and , , , 
has ann es 7 per hrs 6h Ye look to the 
od Croſs, now ir is above your bead, ave ſeems to threaten 
& fo por deg dhe, 
Itt- below y or your oO . 
at- that halt hnerus jeilgre ts nd one houghe to old-. 
hat croſſes, in youth, in age, in this countrey or in that, 
cer from this inftrument or from agother ; except it be to the 
ore keighcning of yet Na _—_———___— 
of beyond all theſe. waxing old as a germent , is 
1n- Con cache tereſt an ufake Chitin, Þ - 102, 26; 
all DN pe Greg aopam 's _ 
TE reigns over all ; me hcir died , 

Kio rhildren, the Lord has | alli fie $996 
DOT we may ſpeak freely of the ite which is bere, were it hea- 
ors ven, t ay me TI ge incls: bur there is 
nd. a reſt for the people of God. -wan poſlefſes it wow 
R. 1 606 years, before many of his members ; bur ic wes 
- not out. Grace be with you. 

Londen, Febr. 16. Your La: in bis ſweer 


1646- Lord, S. R. 
Na- _- EF: 
y | To the Lady ARDROSS. 
all) M4IDÞ 4A M; 


ree $xg mercy &peace bets you: It has ſeemed 
(as! hear) ro btw; who has ap inced a bounds for 

he the number of our moneths , to gacher-in a ſheaf of ripe 

of corn (mthe death of your Chriſtian Mother) inco bis gar- 


de- ners Itivthe more evident, that wibtet is near, when ap- 
"ve; ples without violence ot wind, do of their own accord 
| on tall off the tree. She is vow above the, winter, with a lic- 
pu ; tle place, nor of Savionr; only the cojoys him 
you now meſlages, & in his owu'immediar my 
ere bſhe bear@ by letters & meſſevgers before. 1 
can grants Death js ro her a very pew thing, but Heavewwas 
jo prepared of oid: & Chriſt, as evjoyed in his bigheſt _— 
at, ZL 7 


_ 


936 Mr. RuTaHz>Þ0'0 KD's Epiſt. gr. 
& as loaded with glory, & incompatablyexaliedabove 
mea & Angels, 2 GH hcavenly Carcleot glorified 
barpers & Malicians above, cam patſiug the throne with a 
ſong, is to her anew thing; bur ſanew, as che firſt .Cum- 
met+rolc or- the ficlt fruus of tharheavenly field, oc as a 


draught & taſte of the founrain of life, freſh & new at the 
well head:to ſay nothing of che enjoying ofthar face;with- 
out a dare, tot morechen this rerm of I1fe which we now 
enjoy. Aqd it colt her no mere to go thither, bur to ſuffer 
Death co do her this-piece of ſervice :. For by im , who 
was dead and is alive, the was delrwered from the ſecond 
death : What then is the firſt deacvco the ſecond? Not a 
ſcratch of the hide of «/fiuger,to theendicſs ſecond death, 
And now ſhe fics for eternity meal free, ina very conſide- 
rable land,which bas more chen four formers io che year. 
O what Spring-rme is there!  Eventhe _— of. the 
odours of. thac gicat. and erernally PRO ole of 
Sharon. forever & ever ? What a fioging-lite is chere ? 
There is not a dumb bird in all char large field, bur all 
fing and breathons, heaven, joy, glory, dominion, to the 
hi al Priacc of that new fornd TS Mad verily the Land 
is the ſweeter, that Jeſus Chriſt payed ſo dear atear for it; 

and he 15 the glory of the Land, Albwhich; I hope ;doth 
not ſo much mitigare & allay your grief, for bet part ( & 

truly rhis ſhould {cem ſufficicac) as the wnerring expecta- 

tion of- the dawning of that day upon your felt, and 
the hope-yge: have of the fruition of thar ſameKing and 

Kingdom 40 your own ſoul : Certainly, the hope of it , 

when things Jook fo dark like on borh Kingdoms, mult 

be an exceeding, great quickning ro languishing ſpirits » 
who are far from home while we are here. ery, 
to have both a-bad way all the day, & no hope »g 
at nog But He hath cake up your lodging for you. 1 
can ay. 


Romorenow ; but I pray, thatihe yery God ; 
| peace 


HH wv 
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La: atallreſpefbive obedience 
mn the Lord, &R. 
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93 nothing forthe pre\ io theſeti 

n write relent concerning theſetimes 
| tage others Bay think”) bur that which Fr go 
wrath & judgment ro/theſe Kingdoms, If evet yergr atry 
of thac Land, received dues inthe truthſzs 1am con- 


fidenr, ye & they did there is here a grear departure from 
rhar tai Fout ſufforings are pot ye at an e1d Hovever, 
I dare &die for ir,that once Chriſt was revcalcd in 
the sexcellency & glory tothe ſaints there, & 


in Scotland; of which 1 was a witneſs. I pray God none 
deceive you ; \of take the crown from you. Hell or the 
gates of Hell cannor'ravel, mar , or ando what Chriſt has 
ance done amongſt you. It may be, tratT am nncapable 
of now light, & cannot receive that Spirir f whereol ſome 
vainly boaſt) bat rhar which was 'from rhe beginning, 
which we have heard) which we bave ſeen wich our eyes, 
which we havelooked upon, & our hands have handled, 
even the word of life , 1 lob: 1. 2, 3. Has been declaredto, 
; Thouſards ot ' thouſands walking 19 that light & 
that old way, have goneto Heaven , & are now be- 
fore rhe throne : Truth 15 bat'oue,, & his oonumbers. 
Chriſt & Antichriſt are boch now in the camp, & ate come 
to open blows: Chriſt's poor (Fip failerh ina fea of 
blood, rhe paſſengers are ſo ſca-fick of a high fever, thar 
they miſcal one mor her; Chriſt (Thope ) that bring the 
broken bark ro land: 1 bad rather ſwim for lite & death, 
onanold plans, ora broken board, roland with Chriſt, 
theneujoy the rotten peace we have hicherro had. Ir j$ like 
the LorÞwill cake a ſevere courſe with os, to cauſe che 
childtea of the family agree together, I conceive , that 
Chnit haya grear deſign 4 free grace totheſe Lands; bur 
his wheels muſt move over mountains & rocks: He never 
yet wooed & Bride on carth; bor in blood, is fire,& in the 
wilderneſs. A croſs of our own chuſing, honeyed and fu- 
gared with confolations, we cannor have : I think not 
muck ofa croſs; when allfſhe children of the houſe weep 


wit 
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T1, Mr. RuTuzRxrootd's Epift. 4x? 
with me & for me; and to ſufter wiitn we the com - 
manion of Saints, isnort mach, batir is hard when Saints 
rejoyce 1a the ſuffering of Saimts,aud redeemed ones hure, 
yea, evcago nigh to hate redeemed ones. I confeſs, Fima- 
gined, there had no more been ſuch an affliction ov Garth, 
erin the world, then thatohe ele&t Avgel ſhould fight 
againſt another ; bur for contempt ofthe communion of 
Saints , we have need of new-bern croſles , ſcarce ever 
heardof before : the Saints are not Chriſt, thete is no mis- 
judging in him , there is much ip us: andadoubr it is; if 
we [hall have fully one hieart , till we enjoy one heaven: 
our ſtar-light hideth us from our ſelves , & hidſþ us one 
from another, and Chriſt from vs all; bur he WM vor be 
| hidden from us. I ſhall wiſh that all the ſons ofGur father 
in that Land be of one mind, aad that they be not ſhaken 
nor moved from the Truth ence received. Chriſt was in 
that Goſpel, and Chriſt is the ſame now that he was in the 
Prelates time: That Goſpel cannot fink, ic will make you 
free and bear you our, Chriſt;the ſubjeR of ir, is the cho- 
ſen of God, and comes from Boxreb, with garments dyed 
in blood. Ireland and Scotlend both muſt be his field, in 
which he ſhall feed and gather lilies : mn (which J* 
x impoſſible) that ſome had ancrervity of Chriſt, in lre- 
land, and a fweet ſummer of the Goſpel, and a feaſt of far 
things for evermore in Irelend,, & one thould never come 
to heaven, , it ſhould bea defirable life ; rhe King's ſpike- 
| nard, Chriſt's perfume, his apples of love, his oyptments, 
even dbwn in this lower of clay, area choice hea- 
ven: O what theo is the King in his own land!where there 
is foch a throac,ſo many Kings palaces,ten thouſand thou- 
nds of crowns of glory,tha: want heads yet to fill them: 
Oſo much leiſureas ſhall be there to fivg ! O ſachatree 
as grows there in the midſt of that ©, where the in- 
itants fing erernally under jits branches ! To look in ac 
a window , ang ſec the branches burdened with the ap- 
ples of life , to be the laſt man that ſhall come in thither , 
were roe much for me. I pray you remember me to the 
Chriſtians rhere , aud remember our private Covenant- 
Grace be with you, 
London, April 17, Year Friend in the Lord 
If46, * Jeſns; $, Re 


2TH PET TRITYrEeCSHPES kw © 


F-54314 53'-m= 5 wo 


\C 
ww 


| bor PRA #39 
"DEAR EFSTOFN: "Klbe." 


bs ld of Baradd blecqingre 
ly kb e have yop », By 
_ ar that crab+ 
hm ro vepes Wy 


Eng EoLeda a 7 
| pa aith, The remnants or le = 
Lodge you on ren thouſand times Clog pions was 
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ears to free Grace, and ww 

to Eternity, Imonane!'s higheſt Lo he ye find be 
fm hooke-fal of Gals F debcers , Ty 
mere. Yea , and this lgwer Kingdom © e 
nc woe) Hoſpital and Gooſe houſe of fick folks, 
raveand noble P hn os Chriſt hath cured» . 


rencure. af life and deat ce be acar the 
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[= er omg one Fa you's 
C12 iſpenſa " to rok 
able Gre” Þ: cn Foo pra Fleet are 
2 wit you;& fionetha{ take your lodg: 

ing bver yattrhe, Þ+ mot heavy, che life of faich is now 
led for ;* way never reckoaed'in your accounts, 
rho Chriſtinge Jyou bas done more,” vv; rwenty, 
yea an hundred pray-haiced'&" godly Paſtors ſievitly 
rata perks. + " Sok't thir word, Gal. v, 20. Never+ 
theteſs I ive, yernot "butt Chriſt lives in me * Ye know hel 
ha lives, and whe Y Yhar lives. not: | it is notfingle Ve 
chae' lives”, Chrift"by*Jaw: liyes'in the brokey debeet* 
it is hot 2 lifeby ag or holy walking ; burthe living of 
you. ' If 'ye look 'to*ybur (AP as tivided trom 

Ve ive then heavy. All your, wants(de#f 

po Reon E avt his debrer. Grace muſt ſum 

and 6 our atevun's as paid: Rand not upon 
ltems, and ſink 6c Ee Suncbcrion eo, or 


. 6 


WET. 2c "4 ArY AVT 2M 
bebe _ <5 


"id tte) 


| | for 
e  Feimalt Jerve the wiſts « hore 
kgs tho Vfuaren ire $0 bene Laker yer 


yeadtit , againſt” 
= Hes vo radon; dipole niry be 
| oY = Jong toy gee befofe 


WveHe; #0 kay the Lor# has Hfired you, , twins 
ties PIES I'bope _ the ſetting Jown 
; "4 aud afetth upon any” 
I Hhing | ht = at ae: is a deceiviog” 
"thar the Cicarhre fr-ivt abſe6- has. 

weig 
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CEEFPLEF2 I TOL8: 


lone , nor give your let 
as bave aoc tharri 


ud 
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ur felf, your defights; your ſolid gloty ( 
hirappadſeo of es Pooreyon ts God. Alhireren 
es oft men ) cren- 
turey, alt the ſwords, Ulihe hofiria Drivats: nod ini 
= : fern Fonaen 1 broom of Aurhes boner 
ciphirs making no tumber, ma 
hog barprores I, and lod mt s, 
gence from him : 'And O what of God is in 
Gidrog's (word, when iris che fword of the Lord !1 with 
ſword Fom heaven to you , & orders from heaven to you 
to goout,and as much peremptorineſs ofs heavenly will, 
as telfay and abide by it, / will not, [ 5ball not yo out, except 
they yo with me, 1 defire not to be raſh in judging , bat 
lama to.che mind of Chriſt, if your 5 
fairies, 'who bave wojuitly invaded ns; be wor now in 
the of cisfe*, chat make war wich the Lamb ; 
lf | hem at length ; for he is 


the Lord bf L. of ings) and theywho ate 
n are called and £ 'faichfa}1--and the ye. 
10d |ice but the dark fide wf God's Lipeniatiens this day 


. = 


$44 Mr. Rat H 4 he haps pal ” 
Fiat tpernataney heaeqgus ofthe Ks þ 

rp ry war dey ſe (10 iy fy 
Fave yh this Llaad of Greg: oe gy "4 


Gamoiapigblinns a) 

then 
pon the 
te, Mali- 
cainſt him, 


BESTEPESROCHESSS 2 toc ms mis on cs 


: Diva * Ga. EP no pas Ki 
ning Ts, 10Werd d; ont: 
ke Dale Ee < 
bac” TIDE: we alba 


Ape, be yours & wv) Ye | 
+ St. dndrews, Aug oe "Get Lord heiq 
"ou ws, S 


, » 17; 36.50% 4-C 

' Torhe worthy © med Gl G:trn. | 2 

oy” k Moab frowned OF arthgd Se 
\ , Fas I wiore to pey bel Finke pon 4 
Proc marr: perl — 
his( Lihallnot GG may be "ph ſhe Ti 
gol cage, who kr Ec Eo . 
| Ecophicite of abs rings ER bo 


manga pound ages 
i i Secbories ja all-de dane, 
FY boomer. = A ot. my An to bid the Dera 


ariſe & zhreſh: Lopiye will miz with nofte gies 
aw abundantly ſatisfied 


, [ahar our Arne the 
Cabdhindfcartizaatfancn back fallea;&dart(sy it isa bat- 
wr & 4a mate comfortable difper fanion, thefts 16 rheeLord 
had given. us the victosy and the necks of thegeproachery 
ofthe way of Ged, becauſe he harh done ir: For, 1, More 
dl hemies, cruelty, creachery, muſt.be upon the 
accountsof the ads; FRO the LoniSerbede we 7 
invade. 2, Victory is fuch a burdeniog &waghty merey, 
that we have Saas CE 3. Thar-was 
nocthie Army, ao s three huadered, by whom 
heiqro ſave vs. We maſt have one of the Latd' ar 
4: Our enemies: on- bath fides, are not enough hard 
nor we enough mortified ro multitude, valour, -& Crea- 
cares.” Grace, grace be with'you. © * 
St," Andrews, Scpt. 5, - Your friend &+ ſervant in bis 
5 x650, + fweet Lord" lefur, - 8.-Rs 
—— I 9 ART 4 RI 208 oe; Dna, 


Tothe worthy & vruch houaured Collonel G. K E'R, 
"Muth honoured Of worthy Sir; - 

T Tis covfiderable,thar theLord may, & often does fl 
M74 &ye+ hide himfelf-& try che fſaich of has 


p own: 


DCe , andco watt for 
your ſelves wick 


troverſic 
Jeſus Chriſt, ad K 

that day; I hope ro lit down in the z in the 
. Giketthejalines dar ater I ſpeak ating of the 


J parr 

confels, preciousand dear in Chriſt ) fo ke be {pen in the 
ſerviceot him , who will anoa make inquifinien for che 
NIEInY frm, men haveſhed, 
fair warmog were af Scotland. 

Lir, believe , faiur vor, Panda ver under 

the glory of Jeſus. thar is miſpriſed in Scotlexd, and give 
pm pens ay IG Ye Yr = who 
ſhatl with him in whice: This deſpiſed Covenen 
. ſhall ruin Me ; Sefferies and Atheiſts : Yer alicile 
while he comes, and walks in the greatne(s of 
his ſtrength, and his garments dyed with blood. Oh for 
the lad aud terrible day of the Lord upon Exyland , thei: 
ſhips of Tarſhis , theie feaced Ciries , inns of 
broken Covenant | A conference with the enemy , notto 
haadec Acting, ( Ouþat che Lord would thereby, or page 


PERS DSTHASS YT. 3, 


: of 


rhis | 

way - Perth, 23. Nov. 16;6. 

nd [ | - | 

$2 | — CO — 

a the " Tothe worthy © nucch honoured, Collonel G. K E R. 

r the . Miich bonoured © worthy Sir ; 

hed, "know not why ple of God ſhonld not take-no- 
land. rice of the boads be have blogd in readineſs tn 
inder BY belerour for biscauſe: And 1 judge it was not of you, that 
pvea  yedied notio che undecided coorraverfic, which the Lord 
,oho | of the whole carth hath with cbe men, whom he bath ſcor 
ena 


againſt us. Dror &* much honoured! in the Lord, Let rge 
inereat you , ro be far from the thoughts of leaviag this 


eſfsof Land 7 it 5 &hod ir, thar the Lord hath: covered. 
dþ for | the whole land with a cloud in tis r4 bur tha 
cheit | Phaye been rempted ro the like, 1 had” rather be-in 


Scotland, befide angry jeſus Chriſt, knowing he mind- 
th 26 evilro us ; then mw any Eden or garden in the earch, 
We can remain Oy" Lord's remaaur. in the 
| | A 


- 


Mr. Rytas htg0k D's 


& value 
—_— could ee OR bands,l PUr- 
© 'nOr4o 4s Mes his 


elteem offree grace 

zo ſce you ap crerl 

praiſe, bur 

akes bur that debt.z' & Lknow,, ye laxets be i " 
excelleng 


mo wed hoS; 


Poo ar & would haveyou alſo bighly ro 
aſtcem the debgn of Chrifk, who bath raiſed che yec9.90 
the glory of fo much grace,abpre-ghc Cucle of the hea- 
ven _of heavens, out of yery notk i ; & coggrived hus 
of love, ſo, that homps of clay, 
"Rand before him for all + the burdcos & loadrn 
debrers of free , crernally free grace. $i, ye cauwor caſt 
| — the congt of the cents of your le great inheritance of 
* glory. Grace be with you- 
| Edinb. May 18, 1651. Yayry ſervant in his own 
LerdJeſus , S-R. 
To rhe much honoured and irucly worthy Callouel G.KER. 
Habakkuk T. Ver. iz, 4 
Aduch bonoured and worthy Sir, 
Our chains nowſhipe as much for Chrift, ens 
his, as your {word was made 
cauſe: And blefled are ſuch, ascan 


004 


| — mn, SN 


$ - 


' 3: 
So Mr, iRaT 4s 7 
eur own. I #m;broken and wa mm 
ny wa orger 4 t9 
from Chriſt, which it 1h | 
nf ws ht ur rey hf 


2 00 zarreatie, 
Tknow, it is ty Ofrneſs & weakneſs, Hanes 


ir, if the way you are in be noc-the way of Chriſt, then 
woero me, for lam eternally. loft ; bur ply » tbe Lord 
Chiilt's dealing with Col : Gulbert Ker hat ,provento mc, 
thac the pew & the covenant of grace is a picce, 
po a ſolemn meeting and aſlerbly of all erca gels 
oyn:all their wits togecher, could nochaxe deviſed ; fince 
Sir, ye payed nothing for the change har Chriſt mace, & 
yewill cake thar debt of free grace t6 heaven with you, 
(forwhat was Chriſt Jeſus iodebred 29 you, morethenis 
all foor-kindreid and nawe ? ) Therefore lince.yeare made 
higown; follow no other way. Whatis.my ſalvation tha 
I ſhould lay it ip pawn, ( It is bura pledges that this, 

' this onlyis che way? but Chriſt is rad biwſclf,chat ic is 
the way : the toce-ruvner went before you,and he 1s fafcly 
landed, & there is a fair compaty. before you of ſuch as 
bave come out of) great tribulation, and bave wasbed therr gar- 
ments a1 made them white in the blood of the L ambzzo whom 
theſe promiſes are now performed,be that avercomes hall 
eat of the tree of life,that is in the midſt of the Paradiſe of God: 
and God shall 4 WA tears from their eyes : there 
ſhall be no more deathyneither ſorrow, nor crying, neither {hall 
there be any more pain He that ſitieth on the throne ;ba/l dwell 
them; they #ball bunger no more, neither thirſt amy more, 

neither sþall the ſun light on them , nor any beat ; far the lamb, 
3thatss inthe midit of t ehreneyrhall fuk them, and rhall take 
whey unto the living fountains of waters. 1 may, Sir, poſſibly 
therp you from beuer work: The God. of peace, that 
in from the gead rhe great ſhepherd of the 


-beep , throvghthe bled of the eternal covenant, make 
you perfet. St.c Andrews Jan,7. Youtr in Teſus oy 
- 6x51, S.K, - 
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5 Mach hounred and worthy Sits.” 1 o 


' wy orepet clan 
(thaw nai you. tb repder you 
6. Teulill ſay to rhe North give are the South, 

Hig acre 
= Ng theſe rene 


the Ford ir 
Mn EIT 'Fhus faith the Lord in- 


\ andy xt irik 
Hall ve Rev:'20. — Ant ſee gave 
that were iv it. Berwick moſt render back 
es , and CoF* Gilbert Ker with chert), 
M45" v. 120 Mo pw paney how —_— 
, one 4 oar to Babylon , 
bo oY ol! teas their Nobles; and the Cline, whoſe 


ohh ering tr Ack 4. If ary of them be drives 
þ 4c ele p of heaven \, | from thence will the Lord 

» and from thenee' will be fetch thee. 
Zh I, Lbd Th Thus ſairſthe Led of boſt behold [ wilt ſave my 


the eaff countrey, and from the Rf 3 

Ne the them, and they thall dwell in ke of leruſalem, 

and they rhall bemy.P copte',, and 1 will be their God, in truth 
2 nfo 4 ap booked by cheLord; who writes 
the P 3 $7. $,*6. © And counted to-the-Lord 
the and ſtock,” P/. 22, 30, Frarnor, 


a2 8X m3K700k0's | 
Cee ST oberes, "Xt 
the peo, cherat your bonds hitherto 


Fantiing me3 1g andre | 
ce 
ſem prone leſs Bo, uineſy< 
wed al on, ol fra 
"of Chriſt. co this poor land, who! 
w..ok Cn tk al 


<< 


<= = 0 wwe it EE id OO eb a4 


A y or 


[nw hy 3% rowns, bee la their 
EE: 80. not repene. 'Ye ET | 
ren ſpe, Bn & crying timet,4s. pow thele co! 
are ,& ye - > be drawn toa more narrow wa 
Re abr rhe will yer leave the cauſe ; for werook wi 
-all into.che Covenant , that offered ro build- wichus,, by: rk! 
- Chiſt. mouſthare but # ſmallrembane: :few Nobles if any , my 
few. Miniſters , tw Fo ors ; tho. our way Rtandeth exc 
unchanged , 'z Cor, 5, honour C7" dichonour » by goed wy 
tango js pe nts 5 &. yet mice, 4 bo 
unknozon and yet well brown , as and bebold wwe live, 
45 chaſtned _ and yet not tilled. . Nerther” is 


and this ben re 
the 
 axaprib kay gone - ievrejonſeumnek Be Fat cx9ls 


of Shift, ans 


""SPzs 2 


oy 
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itn (ny 


ſh; Ft, Trrrins '$43 
im the fame termhanr, che ſufferings [gion 
rs. REIN ETOP and in 
bu ooh yde nk b faith Chap.'455 
my gi _ 2 yea ind taken 
been 6 .t \whenthe treth of God, =o 
& faceoffiifering 1s ſo mochthe more lov 
the be aidevloy of Chris feBleris, 


dored comradi&ion of finners , and the = 


iris a gredr' word,” chamed and iſt «baſed ! bur 
us was the Ficezd 21d f6 re the members dealt with in 


the world : &rrulyaoy thing of Chnſteven the worſtef 
brpieFot ty 'vg 


7) kis' reproach and/thameare tovely. 
foley mw to the material: crofs ho, - ens" 
;nd dotin n the holy be cur{- 

eris there $ Toft waioh th him'in Nis 
defirable, ©1 Pet; 4:15. but rejoyre ines 
ye are $4. 5 of Chyiſt's ſufferings : which 


TI Ter: his mufpmgad has the (weerer taſte, 


death'\were init , becavſe He hd he 


"Thr; isſomuchthe ſoft moe refretbftul a bed 


of reſt: Andrhat re of the [ky aod dlouds, thacthe Be- 
lr ws nh _ h#nd-cotfic to judgment; is as 
lovely i piece One heaven, £3207 is, if we may 

s ob ths betrey; Bur all On 
ry hl manger. The Lord calls you, 5h, 
ork gy fit of God"and his gloty reſts) to pur 
'sAmento this difpenſarion; a8 requires of ue, 
comb deſires follow the'now Yedared Getrec of God, 
the de{ol3tion of oar frafol laody {ſo many 

LE ty ofa a broterCovenant,& char 
fab miffon:  ti6 man has faile&more im 
mſdend , theybe who writes ro you; for 1 have broughe 

t hazard, ND my (pitic with 

; for our octtions andeheren- 

_ awed Ea nog y it Bu challenging of, and 2 
him, <who/e 5houlder the yov - 

ment is, 1ſa. £ We The' wi #glorions ſe 
ER 'Th pe ret "Pim" as 4 wawin'a ſure 


*hall be for yu throne tw his 'Father's 
pp bbs —_ all the T* 

Ve Bree the iu; dll veſſels o 
[onald+ 


1s Rormanaconm g py pkg 
FR. veſſels of cups. even to albthe veſſels o 
flagoxs. Our upbclieving/ doeobenſons, do ſo SL nic at 
wed ps Me baron; he Gal Tat 
cats, » Capri [4] (+) 
pooch Ihr pus jy ber 67 
vf the Kiugdom, which. is worſe Ry NL backs 
is a (infol _—_— ofthe Lord'srevealeddecree: His 
wiſdom ſaith, and deſolation is beſt for Scotland,and 
welay; Not, & cr Chaſtot wernment, & of 
nor being tr a54p/ the cruſt. por npon him « Bur finec be 


; doth po dragthe government heels, bat harh it * 


his {ſhoulder 4 & ſince the nai 30 aſyre place 
,£20n95 be >token , nor can the ſmalleſt 4 0 ws 
ſycer! ſequtity , in dependence "wn b bim Ms Goce al 
- werghe of, heavcn& cacth, of recs e 
med Angels, is ypon his eng y Te 
_ 9, that 4 can add aches 
& traderne(s to. his people 
before knives of his, boy(c, and Tad the beryie 
back again 70 the cord Temple, Ezra 1:3, 9,10, muſt 
have amorezenger careof his xedeemed ones, then. of a 
[wc rag rold, lhogewtuch ge nf} ants Jo 
AF.714-8. dud nv 
oar is own M ioors & you $! But we cannot 
Fav yet tobe under the aftings of his government : We 
love too much to be out own: ey any tobe wholly 
Chriſt's, and wholly in Chriſt 1 Tobe our of hopes 
Pooyget made complear m Chriſt ; to live by 
Chriſt ; and to beonce for all clothed with the created 
Majeſty and glory of the Sou ot God, wherein he makes 
all his.friends and ers ſharers ! Todwell in Jnms- 
nel's high and land, and live in thac ſweereſt air , 
where no wind bloweth, bur the dat ous of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; No ſeasor floods flow, bur che pure water of life, 


that from under the aud from cheLamb; 
—_— bur the tree of life, that yieldech twelve 

moneth{ Whatdo wt here but Gin 
_ ters Q when theaighs! be gone, the ſhadows 


flee away,& the morning of that lo y> without 
ep the Bride fay Come; 


t, dawn | 4 5 
the Lamb's wife eek * 
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'B Lex. La7Touns Is 
| ! Warthy Sir,1 wliod you to che hearerof prayer. 
4 help me in that kind ! The Spiric-of Jolus bewith your 

'Sprric. 


S. Andrews, U4- - /Vours inhis only, 
fro on Lord Jejus, S.R. 
a To my Lady KBNMURE, 


M AD AM; | 
Race,mercy & peace be to you: We are fallen in win- 
now1ag & trying times; 1 am glad;thatyour breach 
ſcrveth you torunto theend, in' the ſame condition & 
way,whereinye bhaye walked theſe twenty years paſt: lc 19 
cicher the way of peace, or we are yer in our fins, & have 
, mifſed theway:the Lord (iris erve)has ſtained the pride of 
all ourglory:and now laſtof all, the ſun bartigonedown: 
upon many of the $s burſtumble nor z- men are 
men, & God appearerbmore & moreto be God, & Chriſt 
is (till Chriſt, Aſadem , ſtrongertheo 1 am , had almoſt 
tumbled me & caſt me down ; Bur O-what mercyi$ its» 
ro diſcern berwixt what is Chriſt's & what is man's, and 
what way-the hew , colour & huſtre of gifts and-graces- 
dazle & deceivegur weak eyes! Ohio be dead to all things: 
thac are below Chriſt, were ir even a created-heaven and 
created prace / Holineſs is nor Chriſt,nor are the blofloms 
& flowers of the tree of life , the rree it ſolf.- Men 3 erca-” 


.tares may wind 'themſclves in berween us and Chriſt; 


and - therefore the Lord: hath done much to rake out* 
of the way all berwizehim & us: Thero arc not in-our 


- way now; Kings, or Armies; or Nobles, or Judicatories,- 


er ſtrong Holds , or Watchmen, or godly Profeſſors :- 


The faiceſt things & moſt emivent in Brittam are fzined, 


& have loſt their luſtre ::Only',,only Chriſt keeps his 
greenneſs % beaucy, & remaigerh whar be was: Oh11f be” 
were more & more excellent to our-appreheofions, then 
ever he was (whole excellency isabeve all 
& ſtill more & more ſweer tour taſte. ] care for nothing, 
if ſobeT'were nearer cohim, &yerhe fiyerh nor from 
me :/ I flee-from him, bur hepurſaerh. 1 bear your Le 
hath che ſameeſteem of the deipiſed' caufe & Covenantor 
onr Lord; ye had before ; Madam, bold yoo there : LdarF* 
& would gladly breath our my fpiric in that way , vrith 
s AS 5. neara- 


l py - 


45s Mr. RurHoriS0nD's FPilg: 
nearer communion & fellowſhip with the Father & the 
Son , and wou}d ſeek no-more, but that I might die be- 
heving : And alſo I would hope , that the {hall nor 
cover the blood ofthe God!y llain i Scot landzbur'thar the 
Lord will make-inquifnion for their blood , when the 
ſufferings of the ſaincs.in theſe lakds ſhall.be falfiled, The 
w1ll ef him thar dwelt in the buſh be wich you. 
Elaſeow. Sept. 28. Your Ls: at all obſervance inthe 
16Fr. Lord leſus, S-R. 


Tow Led) KENMURE. 
MADAM; | 
_ ——— T know, yethiok 
of an our-going, and chat your 1ogioTime, 
\and your abode in this life is ſhort; + we %# 454 
5hadow: the declining of the Sang & the tengebaing ofthe 


*ther and the Sen Chriſt: there is much deadocis 2nd 
-yitherednels npon many (pirits, ſometimes mear to God: 
:2and 1 wiſh che Lord have not more'to ſay, and to do 4- 
"inſt the Land. Ye have, Adadem in-your accounts, mer- 
-wies, deliverances,rods, warnings, plenty of means, con+ 
 folations, when refuge failed you, when ye looked os the 
mght hand, aud no man would know you or care 
os 1 WD ous. - 477 gear 

out or: f z EX eaces, 

» pp" 300-JOU EXPErt 


J 
ky 
4 
z 
T STEPCEN2 Connie ptrmdns me eel, 


 anfwers from z dyall which, —_s- 
now; & confirmedio the certain hope ther Grace, F | 
free Grace, ina fixed and eſtabliſhed furery, (hall perfedt tha 
good,work-inyou: happy they-who ſeenorand yer -ing 
in-ouc Lord Jeſus be «ro 
| | .hoe 
Yours m the-L ord duff 


To 


» : 

Bpiſt: £4, 65. <©v een dag ras 1!” $79 © 

ow TLity KENMURYE: 

+, M 4D 4 M; | 
T aoocagerk, | fear of your meaty oncicennE 

now & of your ) To 
body, 5 one's wontnnk. ruth mper vec 
longer life , -where ye thall have more leiſure to praiſe, 
then Timecan give you bere: i ſhall be a loſs to many; bur 
fure, your ſelf, Afadam, (hall be only free of any loſs. Aud 
truly , conſidering whar days weare now fallen into, if 
ſailing were got ding febe Lodd;, (which Lean hardly 
attain )a calm harbour were very good, when ſtorms are 
fo ligh: The fore-runoer , who has landed firſt, mult 
| 5 679% aq Hp veſſel ſafe to the ports and the 
paſſgngers ,. who are following the fore-runner, ſafo 
alhore, Mach dradnefs prevailes over ſome; but there is 
much life in him, whois the reſurrethon and the life, to+ 
ickeo. O what ot our hid lite is without us, and how 


bt. Andrews, Yours inthe Lord at all NE $.R.. 


Tow Lady KENMURE, 
AM AD 4 M; 
__ have cauſe to be grieved at my long filence;. 
orlazicels in writing:-1 am alſo afflicted to hears 
tharſnch-who weredebrers to your La :: for berter deal- 


ing; have ſerved you with ſuch prevarication : Ye know,. 


isgeither ſtropg nor long-enduring: and ye 
iſe ,- that hen pring not pay 5 +4 


Gul: Iris Goeer to look-upon the lawlets and fioful ftir- 


ofthe excacuces.,: as erdcred by a molt holy hand 10” 
Aa 6 hea” 


_— ' - - 
oIy5$ Mr. RutTHuRyo60RD'S © © Epill; 5. 
*\_ - heaven. Olt (ome @uld makepeace with God? It would 
"be our wiſdom, & affordus much (weer peace, if oppreſ- 
fours were looked upon as paſſive inſtroments, hkethe 
" aw of ar in the: Carpenters hand ; they are bidder ( if 
fucha diſtiotion may be admirre$) but nor commanded 
of God (as Shimei was,' 2 Sam 16,1 0,) todo what they. 
do. Madem, theſe many years the Lbrd has beeu _ 
you , 'to read and ſtudy well the book of holy-,* holy av 
ſpotleſs ſoveraignity , in ſuffering from ſome nigh hand 
and ſome far off :-Whioever be the inſtraments , the 
replyivg of clayro the Porrer, the Former of a)l, 1s vabe- 
ſeeming the — creature :' 1 hope he ſhallclear you, 
but when and rom iek evils lie not nigh ſome of us, and 
leave no impreſſion vpon our hearts, it 1s no wonder that 
we be oye with domeſtick troubles ; _ _— ye 
- are taughe of God to prefer Feruſalemro chieteſt joy. 
Madam, there is ds cauſe of faintip Js Wait upon hs 
not-rarryipg viſion, for it will ſpeak. The ovly wile God 
be with yoo, and Godeven your ewn Godblclſs you. 


St. x Andrews, June. Yours at all obſervance in 
1647 | God, S. R. 
TomyLady 'K ENMU-RE. 
M 4 D. A M; 


[| Should nor forget you; but my deadneſs nnder 2 
chreatnivg- roke, both ofa falling Chxrch,a broken 
Covenant, a deſpiſed remmant, andcrazinels of body ( that! 
cannot get @ piece fickly clay carryed about from one 
houſe or town to another ) lies molt heavy oo me : The 

- Lord has removed” Scotland's crown , for we owned not 
his crown; we fretred at his Catholick Government of the 
world,& fretred that he would not be ruled abd led by us, 
in breaking our adverſaries;and he makes us ſuffer & pioe 
away in our eq rey under the broken Government of 
bis hovſe. lt is likeyit woold be eur ſnarezto be tryed with 
the honour ofa 9 IIs 27 erg might mar the 
carved work of his houſe, worſe rhen thoſeagainiſt whom 
wecty out.” It's bke he has bidden us lieon our left fide 
three hundred & nigctic dayes,& yet fo aſtoniſhing is our 

ſtvpiditie, that we moan not oor der Our gold is be- 

wr mag ele arinias ac: 


x } To RE TORN LENSES” 


LuTrTtTuRs 


that made there will not have mercy on them, T he heart of the 
$cribe meditares terror, Ohy Maden, if the Lord would 
| belpxo morefcli-jadging , and to make fure an iatercſt 
ia Chnſt 1 Ab, we eternity » aud it approacheth 


"iy. Grace be you. 
t. Andrews, 20-Nov.! Your La: at all obedience 
1657> . in the Lord, SR. 


To m-Ledy. K E-N'M-U-RE. 
Y bm dhancl ; 


Am aſhamed of my long filence to your La: Your toſ- 
and w are known to him,vpon whom 

ye have been caſt from the breafts,and who has been your 
"God of old. | The temporal loſs of creatures, dear royou 
there , may bethe more cafily endured , that the gainof 
ove, who only has immortality, growerh, There isan 
univerſal! complaint of $ el fpuric on albr-ar know 
God-: he that writesto you, Madam, is asdeep in this as 
any, andis afraidota and hor barrel, before me 
be at acloſe; but no marrer if the Lord crown all with the 
victorious trigmphing of faith. God reacheth us by ter- 
rible things inTighteouſneſ(s : we ſee many thivgs, but we 
-obſerve norhing: Our drink is ſfowr, gray hairs are 
here and there on us, and we c many Lords and Ru- 
lers; bur the ſame bondage of foul and. body remains. 
We live lictle by farch , but muchby ſenſe , according to 
the times, and by human ems The watch-men fleep, 
andthe people periſh for lack of knowledge, How can we 
be enlig , when we turn our back on che Sun } And 
muſt we not be withered, when we leave the fountain? It 
ſhoy'd be qy only defire to be a miviſter, g1fted with thc 
white tou8 & the new name written on ir. I judgeir were 
fir (now when tall Profeſlors, avd when many ſtars fall 
from lieaven, and God-poureth the Ile of Fea: Brittain 
fromveſlet ro veſlet , anf# yer we fit and are (er]ed on our 


lees) to:eonfider , (35 ſomerimes1 do, but ah"! rarely) 

how irrecoverablea woe it is , ro be undera beguile, in 

the matter oferernity: and what if I, who can have a ſub- _ 
imonial of many, who ſhall ſtagd at therighe 

Aa 7 haud 
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.and'be ſer upon the left band among chegoars ? there is 
-ſuchva begule, Math. 7, 22, Math. 25. $9, 10,11, 12, 
Luke tz. 25, 26. Andirbefalls many : and whar ifir be- 
fabme , have bur reo much art to-cooſen my own 
ul ard others, with the flouriſh of minifterial or - 
trey-holine(s. Deer Lady, T am afraid of prevailing 
ſecuriry : we watch lictle, (1 have mainly relation 
to my (elf) we wreſtle little: I-am-like one tra- 
vellmg wrbe night, who feesa Spirir, and fears for fear, 
and darcaotcelhic to his fellow, for fear ofenercafing his 
own fear; however , I am fure, whenthe Maſter is nigh 
his coming, it were ſafe to write overa double and a ew 
copy of our accoums , of the fins of nature , childhood, 
Jourh, riper years, and old age. Whatif Chriſt have a- 
nothec written repreſentation of me, then | have of my 
ſeif? (arc hisisright: and if it conrradi@& my miſtiking 
.and fGofully erroncous accountof my felf, ah ! where am 
1then? But Maderr, I diſcourage none, Iknow Chriſt 


+ has madeanew ege-contratt of love, and (ealedirt 
with his blood, and the trembliog believer ſhall noc be 
- wontounded. Grace be with you. 


I | would be 
ofthe wot 
s >. 4 . and thed 
e, yercoul& 1 norger in, bur was Bra pe. 
Iris well, it I could 4 any ſervice to him, Bac ah what 
deadneſs lies upon ir! & deadne(s breeds diſtance 
from God; Madam. T years the Lord has lt 
you (ce a clear difference, thoſe who ſerve God, 
and love his name , and were ys wor 
judge look the Oo Chriſt » as 
Loc. four rectnpherey Chriſt for the 
world's God , or their Mammon,, and that x; 
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wy, 
T 4s, thar many —_ Ao tallen 
* Chriſt has renewed his firſt love of our efpoulals ts 
wa the ſeckers of God.all 
Won 


everknew. Burab! oa rm pee dee ghee a 
| air x dyes v6 Many near to compl 
"7 l elec? Yes, awe 


= be mos Fe Peres cnn dur vor melted , burnt bar 
his not , courdroſ(s is not removed , bur our ſcum re- 
igh mains in us: and m che farvace we fret, we faint, and 
ew {ode metre eee Huber: The fireburneth 
od, reund aboutjus, and we lay ic not co heart : Gray kairgare 
mY us; 'and we know it not. Itwere now a deficeable 
my do adeney eibiore 60 blames and wel! becomes ir 
10g us, to wait on for the-appoinced change, yer (> as we 
am {hould be meditacing thus ; Is there a cew world above 
riſt eye andis there ſuch wer tears + 
dit Hallelwjahs ro t muy 
t be Wiyehen wee een og we 

_— O where is our wiſdom, that we hi L_ 
” —_— rifeccrs,and do nor pack up all our 


thing fo the urn always to be cloched with 
"0 Ge nar ene rAd. we ſa- 
vour not the things that arc above , 'nor do we ſmell of 


clay-mavnfions : 
emer yen" ndrnr into adi(- 
hafſte,ro be 


mixers 'Andall the Lord Js 
ag RN 


| not; but wouder that Chriſt comes not the 


might, by power , by garments rolled in 
drone 6 mig. troonr by fare, 'we'fin im 
book inhis hand, as if we conld teach the 
| ; we make haſte , we belicre not: 

beſt | only wiſe God alone, be fliry well, he draws 
_ "rs ” owe think and ſay they are crooked: itis 

pre thatlome theuld die and their CENT 


—- 


-46L Mr. RoT-usnt 32 ook d's "Epiſt; "69, 
- and yet-we are angry that God dealerh ſo withthem. O # 
- if | could adore tim 1n tus baddeo ways , when thereis 

darkucls ugder bis-fect, and dackueſs43 his paviliow,. and : 

clouds arc about hischrone ! Madam, hoping, beheving, - 
ent prayingis ourlifte ; he loſes no crime. The Lord 

Fes be with your Spicic: 

Sts Andyews, 12 Sept. Yours atallobliged obſervance 
1659- m Chriſt, S. K. 


To his reverend and dear Bret hyen, 
Mr. GUTHRIE, Mr. TRAIL, 
eAnd the reſt of their Brethren impriſoned; 
in the Caſtile of Edinburgh. 


” Reverend, Very dear, and now much honoured 
Priſoners for Chriſt ; | 
Am1as to the point of light, atthke ont-moſt of perſwa- 
fion in chat kind , that this is'the cauſe of Chriſt ye- 
now ſuffer for, and not mensintereſt ;- if it be tormery 
let us lcave it; bur if we plead for God, our own perſonal 
ſafety, and man's deliverance will notbe peace. re is 
a on Called the ſalvation of: God ,. which is cleanly, 
pure, ſpititual, unmixcd., vear tothe holy Word ot Goe; 
it is that which we would feck , even the favour of God ; 
that he bears to his people , not ſimple gladneſs, but ibe 
gladoeſs and goodneſs of the Lord's choſen. And ſure 
{ tho 1 be the weakeſt of his- wienefies , an unworthy to 
ay the qr; papers. <7pot vn 
be R Ehnclt wins by my.uobelieving fainc- 
un} Ours ole ane vr-ubo | from the 
deliveranceofihe Lord's Cauſe and People : It isenough 
ro me to fing when Zion fings; and to: rriympbwhen 
Chriſt enympherh : I ſhould jadgeic an joy tO 
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yeare 


dne(s & fai 
mor, ye ſhall nor be alone, che Facher is wib-you : oo 


Soerrptarg anna: 
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ihr antes bs Father of tf 
No Gan Neat crate, 
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fr, a" the whey 
och» ae leprned : Gract be | 
St, CINE wp Brother © oY 
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Reverend aint des Brother; P, 


| EEE 


COS cogent 
duty , to enter a Proteſtation in 


ioſt the practi- 
& ighteoms Jodge by} all Out, im- 


or racbay pre Locd's people, 20d 


Yr 


Neto ca "Fo 


is oe ſet- 


EET, efere 3c es: fear 
Fav Tamnko id is dewto es = 
is ſomewhat ſad apd comfortlels, that ye 

: but fo it was with out precious Miſter * not {oa 

Foe | for the father! Nia bo Itis rofib16, ths or 
| IE: ens ro! jp+he Meſh; buc Thelievc he.comes 
ws Jo who will Mee Bow our darkneſs, and will ſhioe 
gloriuſtyipr Titheqn, as acrowntd Kin; ing,vitber 


1n a formall bo} abs or in his own own gltions wa way, 


-which 1 teave t6 the determinanionofhis 
and A EINIIC of « 
dyiog man, whoi is longing and fainting forthe falyation 
"$f God. Beware Fre nal narivg bonds ind obligations, 
ay hand. writ or-ocher wayes, t enlimircd obe. 
dience to any authoriry, but only in the Lord: for all in- 
nocent (elf. defence (whichss according tothe Covenaur, 
4he Word of God, & the laudable _— of the Refor- 


'med Charches ) is ow intended to be fabrerted 
and condc tanned : ten is taken from Chrift ,- as the 
Lower of his Pr RG , iswow pur © the head 
of a mortal power, be that great [uol of neigna- 


tion, that provoketh © eyezofhirg Dear Brother, 
- | ming her rich tern that mn (I to thoſe rhat 


that thoſe rher cadore to the cod. 


ſhall be ax IE, ou to the rich 
grace of God, 1 remain, 4 


$e, Adtiwr, Your feos Brother 
L663, irChriſt, S.K. 


-_ 


|. 76, "308 
men, 
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oevyer 
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e {et- 
fear 
ruciit #-© 
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ation | for be becomes pharma amor 
oos, NA pom eee (on ia beplt remember ber co 
 obe. | God: Tttuſt you will gpm pany 38 
ll in- Y be bp Pym rw to Favor: Re- 
waut, our necothiries. your _ 
efor- | From our Lord,, and pray the Lord to” bis rg 
erics Y *rornfort of her + Remember my-hovero 

as the RT ronel four Sonr4 The Lord jelas be wich 


a 7" Amond, jane 6 163g. Yours at all tbe 
web kw. Loyd us, $ 

Sri iy MARION McKNAUGHT., 
rich g and Jody Siſter 


Tres would ly yp inerear the Lord for me 


ihe LAN Gece ' My life 
Rarrhe Letd be wy ran pre 
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Whew: je 4. EAR 


$66. 
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I _——— xbar = wo ay with 
fa oe t LIbleſs my ST 
| Weary to 


es f 
. I Gol ode 
-the Liogdotn :6f Sachan , is. my «all; 


The Prins ak ew workd comcth , Tethepo 
IIA WO: hug 
Grier gre ben xx an aud: 
T7y DEameny 


ory Remember 
the King by 34 
Fray Fas wg oped anc ive the communion 
at Chiitmeſs.in,Edinbirgh. ; Gft that which you 
. hare, thang man take cbecrows from-you., The Logd 
_ Jefus bewich your ſpirie... 
"Seand Nov. 17. 1629. Yours inthe Lard, $.R. 
For MARION KN AGO HT. 
Welbeloved and dear 
lore in'the LordJd us UROTIOTT: underſtand 
that you are ſtill under the. Logds viſication , in 


ith ies , which is Gods 
PITS rill ke gry ourof the furnace, 
c knowerh how long they th pt be eried, there i$10 


iveragce. ;,- but aft LN ryde, 
that theſea of trouble js gone over mw, his chul- 

. dren , thep comes the gracioo hoes ore. 
| Kogs and. dryiog up ot tbe waters, | 
# 


Siſter , do 
got 


. 
PE 


PFPERTS 2anoowt ore 


nr ED nomnnn "DO 


' » q 
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< ; Wthe light of thenoon 
: ehroget you fmCHr: RON be 


orks 
_ rofug=r bal 4 oe |; Jomomas 1019 np" 
und 1. or any | withour you; Lanocence , 
pus cadſe is a good' a before roar 
os x you”, pod oind r"caoſe: and count 
| or $ ng 6d, and his _—_— 
+ is now 4s the hae ew a ”- cgi 

- to be'from e (IF 1 wa Gy) yer 
3. | *r it. fervagts , who y ov f Deer defarrech 
by romiog.an f tſk heir fellow ſervants; Buc pa- 


, my beloved cviti home » 

X50 evening is at Hand, peas; Jul Fat lorny fhis 
Tet rourtiolinh: ' S6carty* your 

Mr. | ff arat COR pony III toons wronged none, 
:: O ! your 

LI ny” 2 wilt much A Gods kifles & em- 
þracemenrs, io the CO Ne: The 
wicked, howbeit y evil thoughts , 


R ho and finful ul ends = in their wer = 
» | they arceinlo tks ro heirs own els , 
D. py. fry life , bor gathering, aktteys a- 
thelale res: For God is —_ at the wicked e- 
ſtand ; and 1 hope your preſcor procehie (hall ww” 2 
wh y by him, who knowertr your” jaſt cauſe 
yt Fries Fvunrc double ingrain- 
> {habe ſrali apy they are before his maje- 
Ay ug be Chal] en! off their taces ; and 
tyde, ſhall your ſoul be then, "when God finds 
| chut- with nothiog , bur the white robe of the 
Fr = 16S and the-righteouſacſs of Jeſus Chiiſt, 


winecallay, where you 
were 


aww alſo was 
kick; bus bbeſerch you.in.he the bowels 9 eſe) rod ge oa 


bn ener wt 1p oſt thento fall down,& kiſ 


[apa remrent vo he ſeems 10 put you 
away from: him , & 5 wal Jha grip hum: rs 
NN 3 all row 1 nat be put a- 
from thee ; bewhpechy Maphy ons ro free thy 
(ell os me, yet Lord grre me leave to hold, & cleave vgs 
waned I will pray, your IE 
our decreercomes from bea up thicker, 


TOS ER SES ERS TOMS FOSED 4 
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ofcompiata re he gra Lord phice? yet (rages 
Rn —_—_— eb Eo For other 


pen nap 
warchy preachers » & cole 
SE pd by mg rr ena 
London, axe gaueto oooh. ; _ 
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ze 
mm E: . 
WE 

BS 
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holy pabanhar s 


" "IEESEEE 


tae cold fire m the Blackneſs, and” 
fron whim , 2nd have made 
Chriff, "in ivg his ſerrancot the 


of 


r= : 
and bjood toachivg blood bs umogon 
cloaths, and making 


meer Pg a him, $ 
| Forte ye pinkr Ao bn: 
ro hom [will write han Lt 
Gr nr: mkrgent 
nn hate: apa ; the Locd Jeſus 
: 5329 Your Brother in Chrift »S. R.. 
"REARTON MeKNAUGHT. | 


the pride, and 7500 ares mr nomryen, of 
ice ve 

have heardche book of the P/abnes often) 
dlywn this: for Devids cnemics ſuuffed ar bw, 


| eyes the gen 
fore- runner Jeſus, who, when be was reviled 
| ob ſuffered 


Bi BD. 


he 3 


KEGRTRASRH 


as ibepres NN he HR r og; hg; let! | 
promiſes, Teo ch id Tb in pur 
Fuſtaio mere les aod comfbt y 
——_ his wer - for AF | 
com roHeaven , tad 8 our 'Lpids © 

locker Faſo ro \rrjoyee'd i it, Lk then ia 4 ' 


ont gots ore, ; apd'be ad to.bear the re- £ 


preaches AMT RA194s, 
"wah, the yrace avd mercy of 
b, Feb. 11. oye: Pa evng. SR. 
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For MARION. 


""Wabithved in the Lord; © | 
Ou atehor dnacquainte! whds het 'of ont Gm, 
muruon; Tincrear theipfors Be ug es 5 a 4 

for that "great work , * whith is ons ” 

whereiwoar welbeloved Jelus'rejoyceth, (Vs nas. 
s friends:good cauſe have vers v Fak th 
the ds of his death was ſuch a TAY 
even {nh wes his mother, UE. own 1h wi 


McKNAU OHT. | 


thotds , and hehad againſt h 
KA fiel TX yew Fi at 
with'ns & rgt 9 = be, . 


va of lat. bn: | Fe indus, : 
ſoy want you” 7 his banquer.: mg you 
avebecd hell entettained i&-his hodf Sp 


$ les (Feet yu bo, hr 


+ 0 b& 117 Jars, * "M 


> I ' ! $143 > ' 
mulciplied vponyoo. © +»: 299 [ib flint 


ednworb, May 711464 ki __ 


* $50? {1 an$$22 1; TD $4 Wevers: SuRo ric 
Fer, M ARION . McKNAUGHAT... 
: Walbelaved Sift; + 4 0 moins! mlb 
Y love in Chcift remeraberet}, I-have, receiveda. 
lens from Edaibiyyh yccercaioly infarming mers = 
that the £ugbth ſeawioe , -and- the orgens, apd King Lamce 
his Pjaimes arc 26 be impoſed upon ourbirk.q aud: the 
Biſhops are dedlicg fat age: nh; Ry bark: 
canfiomed the-newed al for, and fayes; be , 


jr 5 I "OY" 


name, 
ce 


pa + 


thevock. It-is eruc 28 A ayes, the wondroſt men ins 
Enylind are banithied, & filenced, aboue the nutnber of | 
fi rveen 07 ſevemect choice Gopel Preagkers , (ape the 
petſecttion is already: begun ; howber 1 do nor write 
thisuacoyou' with a try face 1 = 1 amTon ger inche 
Lord's tzenyrh {\ Chriſt and bis lide thatl overcame « and 
you ſhall be aſſured ; the kick wete not a.rixkc ik it were 
not (6: & our dear haxbabd , m wooing his kirk, revet- 
ved wiany a black ſtroke; ſd his bride, ui wootug bim,, 
gets many blows, and in this wooiugthereare ſtrokes 
upet-bork fides 4 levir be ſo, hc devil will vor. make the. 
oy (vs backs-neither tan be tear rhe contraſt , the 
<nd (hal 1/ Yet narwith ſtanding of all Lis, we 
hare nowarrant of God to leave off alt fawful means. I 
n writing enco.you the counſels, & onghes af 


Tb 
furnace tor Ziong bar trow ye, thar 


-to burn? no. He that made the fire, 
Bb z rd 
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Ftruſt, (hall nor ſay amen ro their deerencs. - 

Lord, Godhas ſcribed thtir-bill?, &theie contlo- 
ſions have nor Yet paſt our great Kings ſeal. Therefore if 
ye think good; addrefs yourſelf firitrorrhe Lord; & then 
cod. Rs anentihe bufinels rhart you know... lam moſt 
unkindly handled by the Preſbyrery; & s.it Ehad been 2 
ſtzavper & br member ob charScit,. to fit in judgracnt 
witlfthetw12Þþwas ſum moned by theit order as a wichcl(s 
againlh 8:A.bvt they hare got wo adv inthat mac- 


rt Obver part youthallhearGod willieg,at mcer- 
ing. Agcnrthe miiterdewirer pau & {; LE. 1 mwher ". 
ro ot inthe Lord,be fobmufbverobis will, 


tore higher tharcherr mounc are the uca- 
CT nu rpan moradil iy on thar man. 
Leryoorhotbagdinall marters'bfgudgment rakeChrift's 
par, fdrrhe@&efenceot che po "oa oppreſied, 
tdr chemarimal ance bt equiry-andijultice 1nithe rown;: 
Aut tak&yeu goteer: Hothatl rake-your party& them you 
are ſtr Wharthowbeit you tecervo indigurties 
foryour Lotds fake;|ev it be fo,whemhe (hall pur has holy 
hagd upto face 1a heaven, & dry-your face, & wipe 
thered | yes , jodgeye\, w& ye wall Dor have 

a other pagricylars if youwauld 
ſpealewatyme; appoint any of the firſtubizee dayes of the 
"next week +B'Carietoun, when -Garletaymisat bome ; and 
oy with yourdefirgs p Se 2emember metro God, 
and my deareſt aftetionr your bufband: ; and for Zion? 
ſake hold wor your peace. 'F ht gractpfour Lord Jeſus be 
with'y 6 and your busband,and chrldy or. 


Cmenns meL GE Yours in the Lerd, S.R. 

* Foy ION MeKEKNAUGHT.. 
Have rotttme this day tomrrite to you, burGod, know- 
1mg my prefenr [tare, &necefinies vfmy calling, l hope, 

re my marherslite fors time for the which Lhave 
cauſ&tothiok ty Cotd.] inmreargou be noccaft down; tor - 

thrat Which Lwrit before —_ 5 anent the plautiogof a 

miniſterir your town. ' Believepand you thall fre the (al- 


vition of Ged; 1write this; berauſe when youſuffer,my 
h*2rc {offcreth with you. I dohelieve your (odl thall have 
jy * in your 1a} ours and boly'defices For | thats work 3 
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nk you. > «nd ..your Hutbagd + and, cMalgrev. 
as Anrwerh lh} is 1) tt Yours ever 3 Chriſt, $. Rc, _ 
 MATRTON: Mc EihN-ax &# G Ht, 
þ1.) 1 Beloved aſs ;. 4 WESC " 23! 65+ 57 
EY im Cherſt cemembered co you © knew 
2 » thar Adv. One lbewed mie, C— 
mieayg oftheBrl ar Edinburgh thoctly, cher caſes 
know is 0ur'part ts Ns out handy; 
"for Zion. Howbeir ts xeported.,. t cameſid'trom 
coutt. It is our Lords wiſdom , that his kirk thould ever” 
hi athreed and yerthe threed hmoc ;'bein 
4d haart, who is che fure naih iy Davidy houſe, 
bf6} 11. v:22: upon whom all the veſlely,gacgrand fog] 
' a arr; (God be thaukes ih cro« i, 
© HoTcan wk Rag : "_ Hef et wichor 
hands, gertech many a blaſt ;ang yet wirh@rgory brea: 
dic kirfackersmableroſe, aftir 2 bwver fine ; 

- heaven and carthy. and /« | 4 þ 00 + abd; þ . 

: gacdeti wich him 4 C he ta! 4, Gods thit 

' tut fillies , undie wind anc{rain dndall fun; bare 
-undyouthall grow with them ul Hatband- 
vineyatd, upto chehigh- 


> 


_—— 
-— ,— * 


mas þ odr dear maſter gardiner , come; 
- you from his 


cheilower parrot 
,  alvbobe yerytheart 06 his garden , above che wrongsof 


| the tain, ſun , orwind; and then wairapan the'tunks 
—_— ofthe RR _ , _— ———— 
his gracions | nit." that may 4 fweer finell 
- im your beloved's' no(trile 7 and, bid beloved tome 
down toihis girden, and car-of his pleaſant fruics, Cant. 
/4'v. 16/206 he: will: come :- you will get nomore bur 
: thiss antil you come ap to the well head, where y6u ſhall 
| -+— 4 reno , and take down che apples of the tree 
of life, ad'vat under the thadow of thatiree : theſe ap- 
ace {weerer up beſide the tree , then. they are down 
-in-rhis-picce of a clay priſon heuſe, lhaveno 
joybur in th kris -of chele times. Doubt not bf 
your Locds part:, And; tbe ſpouſes part, , the {hall bein 
cafe, That word thali ſtand, Hoſ7 14.1vuy. 1 chit 

the dow ts (/r.2ct 7, be 5bail grow up ©: the lillf'\p. and 

| > ng lehaydn;., vers 6. bis branches: sþ4/] 
+ Bb 3 ſpread 
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| Mr. Rut # FEF 00k 5% Epilf. 2, 
ſpreabbr roaſt a che rei fuel rh 
wrt , 1/a. 1 1.v4. "12: Chriſt (hal let his coloors,y aud 
kite for the cations and the 
out-calts of Iſrael ,Exek. 47. ver. Dm 05050 
tanic,.fon of man tnbodend booereddthe 
of !fraci;- behold: bey ſay, our bodtes are dried, os 
is oſÞ;2we aro cut off for our paces, YEr71.2, Therefer 


ent.chims,, and ſay, in 


1 wail aperyonr ant cu Js _ 
and be 
+ $725} .avopen wag cove 
Tel prince norman 
of: we hare cavfe-to 


, cur and 

deem our erenchers,' bc who he will thar cac- 
Fo noni ro ecernabtife: and be nos caſt down 
rage. —> ; yourreward iciaid upwith God. [ 
wit 1: agar ro{ceyon langh and leap for joy Will the temple 
withoar 'd1n;avd romulc 7: No , Gods ſtones of 

Seca en (Gormimy are laid with bland; and theSon of 
«God no ſoonerbegins epChoPp y and haouy ſbones with his 
i hammer, but als foon the {word 's deewn, 1t the work 
- were 'of meds, .cherwo:'d would fer their (houlders ro 
| yours ;2 but jo Chriſts work ; 'two' or three moſt fight #- 
' gainſt @Preſbyrexy, 17; 6 ner fv ol ;J& »Ciry; This 
Proreothavir Clu errand, and therefore char i R_ (ball 
Y Ye: 


_ 


_ -_ 


. 
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hs Rs 3 h Fs, 
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, told i Lie book mi hn heahe 
pps rhei chains , he the dove 
broad ws or dog on] 
che man with him , whom be has choſen ' hid ark :; -A 
Ae, 7 


0) h takey 2 
br 6s ir With you, reg yo 
if to me Uſe as try own j6y as. tow 
ea rtha healc or 79 of youtdear chil 
Dr lders,, let Him Vear all, 19-4 F 
pp a}, kod when your dear Lord pullteth,- 
TI fafth ,* ant'oy : 4r is g tried faith, to? 2 
pak ce tha israkivg frac you : 'Let'them be cate-- 
As Nod ther they art here , to run,” | 


ro ip. prize; ChrilF is ſtandi in the edd 
way 3 Role vp "the gartand Fre 


totheir byes, andis crying rup faſt, 
xiccive:” Happy ##they , " rheic breach hed 
td,” and nocto weary , while tteir Lotd with jen! 
fear Aer haod piirthe eto we upod thetr head, 1rcizuor 
pF, dur yood days , rhac make the. life  odeas 
; andour” Lord ig” griciods ig us 
et, 4td*hark the way to glory hone 
ye was: 56 thkt He chown that N did tight for” 
| - Hagreerrd Ws, tvildren _ may biz it in 
in ſore ſdre” better for us® 
Tow, nar 4 -piebrodou a ok the tia Chil is there * 
How, 'who'wat tot tne fo the fleth in Neebs days ; 
Rb ner 5 your chilrer}, whony ay ſoul 
i Chit bleſſerh?;"aod increat thin by che mercies of 
God ; andthe bowaldot Jeſus Chriſt, "ro coventine' 
Fefus Chriſtto bebis, tid ro male v the dood bf trie 
ip, berwixrebeir fouls and their{ ' tharthey;may 
Kite ac _ rheaven', and {Fiend ar Gods ford 
ind; end at court is tuch worth: Now I 
take my ob of you , praying oy? Eheult, 26d your 
rift ,, "ro fulfil Fout joy , abd moe- graces; and” 
bleſſings from our LR Jefus coyout ſoul , Tour? 
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; & bebaye ] winks 
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" " MARTON MEKNAUGHT 
"_ \ 4 Dearly beloved 


2H Y. love io. Lf rememþted: You re parigns- 
| "rant; what qur Lord an his love-viſuation, bath 


- doing with. your ſoul , exe you (ce hietle 
- $854 ot char dark trance , you muſt go thorow ere you 


| Fong to glory. Your life has neas the grave, & you ' 


ere Ov and. you found o_py af, Your 
as Chriſt, thigkip Tb not gimme theſe gates to 
you, , while gg et fought Eos oe his 
{mp : Aqd,t Nel is he 1lleth. you ,co BR 
Gori again, ; 66g to rake ng pee wu the Der, 
, % 's pſetenr world; oy arc hit toanyo 
off : buy? rejayce OM that opiates « by two 
Le to Tait your, ſoul 1n marriage ,. you have an an- 
_ (wer 1 in readinels ts cellchem » Youare roo, 09.7 re 
708; I baye many a year ſince oul to ano- 

r,, £yento my deareſt pot per -og-6y _—_ I muſtbe 
{Foc : Andthere ore you are come back tors again, co 
kelp. us. to pray for. ſts fair deide, a marrow dear 
ro him. ;Þ nor ch c 4 in bearey\to | to bear that che 
_ world bar 


and in this land: gy lonberes "ap Apt 4h 
. ſen them er offhng id ed Bprebya our Lords 
reproaches « to bets ancreated by men : The 
filly ſtranger in. > muſt rake 
with a {moiky innes,. and td eng chear, and 2 bard 
bed, and a barking-3]l-congued hoſt,'-l1t is votiong 
to day, and he will ;to_ his joorrey upon the mor- 
ww , and leave. them all: Indeed: oor fair morning 
1s a hand, the day-{tar is.near cherifing ,, and we are 
not many miles fram home, whay matter of ill intertain- 
'- Ment in the [moaky Innes of this miſerable life, we arc 
*, no toſtayhere,, avd wewill be dearly welcome to him 
whom we goto ; and hope, when [ {hall ſec you cloa- 
thed in white raiment, Waſhen inthe blood ef theJamb, 
and ſhall ſce you even at the elbow of your deareſt Lord 


Thift, 5 "Lirtaks,. . oy 
4nd Redeemer , anJa crown upon your heid 3" affd tol+ 
lowing our limb; and lovely Lord, whitheivever he 
gocth, you will thiok oothing of al11keſe dayes , avd 
you ſhall chewftJgyce,& no man ſhaff cake your joy from- 
ou: Anditis certain , thereis nor much (and ro run in 
your Lords fand-glaſs, and that day is at hand \, 'avd vill 
then your Lord'in rhis life's giving you ſome linle feaſts: 
tristrue, you ſee him not now , as you ſhall (ee him 
een ; your welbeloved ftatdech now bchimd the wall , 
lobkitg out at the window, Cait. 2. ver. 9. andyou ſee 
bar xlicrle of his face : chen'you thall ſee all his face, & 
all the Saviour , a long and high and broad Lord Jefvs , 
the moſt lovelieſt perſon among the children of men, O! 
joy of joys, that our fouls know there is fuch a 
rear ſupper preparitig for us, even howbeit we be 
balfhungered of Chriſt here, and many a time dine 
behind noon; yerthe ſupper of the lamb will come in 
rime, and will be ſer before us , before we familh, and 
loſe our ſtomachs. You have cauſe ro hold up yout heart 
m remembrance, and hope of that fir long ſummer day; 
for ig chis aighr of your life, wherein you acc in the bo- 
dy , abſenr from che Lord , Chriſts fair moon-light im 
his. word, and Sacraments, ib prayer, feeling , and 
holy conference hath ſhined upon you , toler you leethe 
way to the ciry. I confeſsour dier here isbut (paring, we 
bur raftings of our Lords comforts ; bur the cauſe of 
tharisnor , becauſe our ſteward jeſus isaniggard , and; 
narrow-hearred , but becanſe our ſtomachs are weak. , 
and we are narrow-hearred : but the preat feaft is com - 
ing,” when our hearts ſhall beevlarged , aod the chami- 
bers of chem made fair and wide, totake inthe grear 
Lord leſus : come in theni Lord leſos ro hungry fools ga- 
ping for thee. 1n this journey take the Bridegroom,as you 
may have him, and be greedy of his ſwalleſf crumbs: bue 
dear Miſtreſs, buy none of Chriſts delicars ſpiritual with 
fin, orfailing agz1nſt your wedk body: remember you are 
inthe body , and it is the lodging houſe, and you may 
nor without offending rhe Lord fuffer theold'walls of 
thathouſe ro fall down, throngh want of neceſſary food;. 
ur body is che dwellin boaſt of che fpirit: & therefore 
the love you carry to the ſweer gueſt,give a due regard! 
BB x, to his 


$80 Mr. RuTHxxz00RD's Epiſt. ro. 
Ao his.hobſe of clay; when be looſerh che wall, why nar, 
-welcome Lord jeſus barir is a fearful nin us, by hurt- 
. ing the body by falting, to loole onc ftoge,, or the leaſt 
; ime fcabe in, the houſe is nor our own ;. the 

bruicgroom is with Jos "et 4 SI as that alſo you may 
eaſt, and rejoycein him, 1 think ypop your Magrftrarcs, 
burke Ly fed in linoiog, apdhas writers ink- 


horn.by tus fide, has writtea up their names in heaven - 


already : | pray , aydbe caltent with. his wil!. God has a 
counſel ep 

you.. Farxhe planting of -yaur Town with a godly Mi- 
niſter, have your eye upon the Lord of che harveſt: 1 dare 
promiſe you, God inthis life ſhall AH your ſoul with the 
farnefs ot his houſe, for your care to (ce Chriſts bairns 
trd, and your poſterity thall koow it, to whom 1pray tor 
mercy, and.chat they may ger a name amvogh the hviog 
in Jeruſalem, andit God portion. cher with bys bairns, 
theictent is fair, and 1 hope it ſhall be ſo. The Lord Jeſus 
be with,your. Spirit, 

. cAnwoth, Sept. 19. 1632. Yours ever in Chriſt, S. R. 


For MARION McENAUGHT. 
H:lbeloved Siſter tn Chriſt ; 

'Ou ſhall underſtand , 1 have received a letter from 
Edinburgh , that ir is (uſpeRed that tbere will be a 
General aGcmbly, orthen ſome meetipg of che Bilhops, 
and that at this Synod thete will be ſome. commiſſioners 
choſep by the Bilbop ; which pews have fo __ 

mind, tharI am pot ſo ſetled for ſtudics., as Ibave 
bcfore , and* therefore was never in ſuch fear for the 
wark : burbecauſe it is written to me as a ſecret, I dare 
not reveal it to any ». but-ro your (elf, wbom I know: 
and therefore I intreat you, not For any.comfort of mine. 
pro am bur ns apr ao gt the aprpece ee 

as.Chriſt, the maſtero » be more ca7 

with God, andin —oligus yeohir inns Sera 
©. acquaimance my frars for my ſelf. 1 can becontent of 
Home iQ ye work,if my Lord Pies hogour 2% 
andtherefore peticion our Lord, ially ipece to bus 
own gIorT nd to give breadto king bins bow- 
heir I gachungry away from the : Requeſt Mr. 
; Robert From me, if hecome not, to remember us to our 


in heavey. , and the end will be mercy unto- 
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Epiſt: rr, GrrtTanr's 481 
Lord. 1 havearitbertime , nora freedifpoſed tmind to 
awiice to you ,ahcntyour own calc, . newordifall 
your children 8nd your huſband be yn 
are not yours, bye your dear Lordss eftecm them butas 
borrowed; and lay chem down at Gods feet + your Chriſt 
-to you is perterchen they all : you will pardon: my unac- 
"endated tho lever and remember mc, and that ho- 
-yvourablc feaſt to our Lord Jeſus. He was with us before; - 
} hope he . will-not change upon us, but & fear I have 
__ upon bimzbur Lord , let old-kindacfs ſtand jeſus - 
Chci 3" 96 7 iagty "a 
eAnwoth. » Yours in bis ſweet Lord leſus, S. R. 
For MARION- McEKNAUGH T:; 
. Welbeloved and dear Siſter ; ; 
Y tender affection in Chriſt remembered:L lefr you - | 
\& ines greacheavineſs, as I was infince1l came 20 
this countrey:'\-but 1 know you doubt not, bur ( as the 
ecath in Chriſt is) my ſoul is knit ro your foul, andto the” 
foul ot all yours, and would, if 1 cauid, {ead you the lacg- 
—_— my heart incioſed tt this letras : but by fervent 
callngupon my Lord, I have atrained fome Yiftory over * 
my heart, which runoceth ofren nog knowing whither, - 
and of m begniling ing hopes , which 1 know . vow. betrec - 
then I did ; and rruft.ia my Lord, to hold aloof from - 
the inticings of a ſcducing . heart 4 þ.by which 4 ;am * 
cantly coſened z and mind not by his nes | 
ed me according to his crernal purpoſe , .ts »% 
ke within the grips of my : fooliſh mind , griping about * 
any folly coming its way, asche woodbind or iviegoeth 
abourthe tree, . Þ adore and kiſs the providence ottmy * 
Lord, who knowerh' well what is moſtexpedicnt for 


_ m<,andfor you, and your children; and 1 think-of you” 


a2of my ſelf, that the Lord; who turncth ( infais deep * 

wiſdom ) abour all the wheels and turnings of ſuch + 

changes , thall alſo diſpoſe of thac for the beſt ro you; - 

and yours. inckerefazcs of my Lord, Lam notable, 

howbeit 4 would, to conceive amiſs of your, in that” 

marter forever upon your: and” F 
4 


* » frace 
ſeed dfathal eyoot yortien indetvight of the- 
powers of | 


darcktieſs; do pot make more queſtion” of * 
Bb 6- hago- 


: 


$22 Mr. RuT 19x 700KD's Epift; rr. 
- his. Bnrche Lord ſaw 2 nail in my heart looſs , and he 
hathnow faſted ir , honoor be ro his Majeſty, | hear 
yourfon iz entered to the {chool - 1f ] had known of the 
,day, 1 would have begged from our Lord, tharhe 
would hare putth» book in his hand, with his own hand: 
I cruſt in-my-Lordiris ſo: and conceive bope ,} ro ſee 
him aftarrogive Light in ſome room of our Lords houſe, 
. and purpoſe by hc Tords grace, aslamable, {if our 
Lord call you to reſt before me ) when you are ar your 
home z-.to do to theurtermoſt of my power to help 
him every way, in grace and learning , and his Brother, 
and all your children:aud 1 hope you would expe that of 
me. Further you thall know; that Afr. W.D. is come 
home, who faith it is a miracte,that your Hosband, in this 
proceſs before the Council eſcaped both diſcredit & da - 
mage: Let it not be torgorten, be was, inour apprehen- 
hon to our grief caſt down and hambled-1n the Lords 
work, im that mazter berwixt him and the Bailzy : now 
the Lord hath honoured him ,' and made him famous 
for virtge, honeſty , and integrity, two ſeveral times 
before the nobles of this Kingdom :/ your Lord liverh:we 
will go ro his throne of grace again, his arm is not 
ſhorrened. The King iscermainly expeted. lil is feared; 
we have cauſe for our fins, to fear that the Bridegroom 
ſhall be rakea ſrom vs. By our fins we have rent his fair 
garments, and we have ſtirred up and awakened our be- 
loved ; pray im ro carry, orthentorake ns with him : 
were good that we ſhould kno: kandrap-at our Lords 
door. We may'not tire to knock oftener. then twice or 
thrice : he knoweth rheknock ot bis friends. I am ſl 
what I was ever to dear children , tendering theic 
ſouls happineſs, and praying that grace, grace, grace, 
mercyyand peace, from God,even God oar facher,& from 
our Lord Jeſos,may be theit portion, and:thatnow while 
they-are greens and young) y their hearts may take band 
with Jeſbs, the corner one, andwin oncean.s. in' our 
Lordand'Seviours houſe, and then they wall nor gerleave 
eo flit: pray for me., and eſpecially for humihity and 
thatvkfolneſs + I havoalways remembrance of you, and 
your Busband , and dear children : The'LordJeſus be 
wich your ſpin. ' -- Yours evermore in noy deay 
eAuwoth. , Lerd Ieſus and yours, SR. To 


ci MP YT PRs 


Epilt; 1 2; Larruns,! : __ 
T 'MARION'. McKNAUQET. 
Welbeloved and dear Siſter , + ; 

KY Love i Chriſt remembered; God hath b e 
me home from a place , where 1 have been cxer- 
ciſed wi heavineſs ; and L have found arhome new 
matter of beavineſs ; yer dare not but in all thingy give 
thanks : Iu my buſioefs io Edinburgh, 1 have nor fin- 
ned, gor* wronged my party, by his own codtel- 
fion and by the confe ot his friends; I baregi- 
ven of m goods for peace , and the faving of my 
Lords dr reproaches, which is deafer ro me then 
all have. My Motheris weak , abd 1 chipk ſhall leave 
me alone ; batt am nor alone , becaufe Chriſt's Father 
is with me. For your buſinc{savent your Town, I fee 
grearevidences; bur Sathan and his Loſtrumems ace 2- 
gainſt it,and few ſer their ſhoulders: Chriſt's ſhovtder 
to help him ; but he will do all bis alone, and 1 dare cor 
bat exhorryou to believe , and perſwade you , that the 
hungry in your ciry ſhall befed , and the reſt that want a 
ſtomach, the pareings of Gods loaf will ſuffice them:And 
therefore , believe it ſhall be well. Lmay not Leave my 
mother, to come and confer with yow of all particulars, 
I have given ſuch direions to our dear friend as 1 can”, 
bor the event is in oar Lords hands. God's Zion abroad 
flooriſheth, & his arm is notſhorrned with us, if we 
could believe. There is ſearcity and a ja in of the word 
of God in Edinburgh; your Gfter 1. laboureth mightily in 
our buſineſs ; barhath nor as yet gorten a9 anſwer from 
I. P.' My A.C. willwork what he can;my Lady faith, ſlic 
can do litcle, andthat itfuterh ner her nor her Husband 
well, ro ſpeak in ſuch anaffair: 1 roid her my mind 
plainly; | long coknow of your eftare; remember me 
rtily ro your dear warns het err the portion of 
your bdairns. | know you are mindful ofthe green wound 
of our Siſter kirk io lyelend, bid our Lord lay a plaiſter to 
ny hehath good thill rodoſo; and ſet others to work: 
Grate, grace upon yourſoul, and body ind all Fours. © 
-Amwoth, © 4 Yours in Chriſt, SR. ©; 
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For MA RION/ Mc KNAGHT, 
Welbeloved and- Dear Siſter ; 
Know your heart is caſt down, for the deſolxtivn like 
L © come this Kirk ; and theappearance , that an 
bircling (hall be þcuRt, in ppon Cheilt's Gock, in thac 
town ; bur ſend a heavy hear upto Chiiſt ,.i6 will be wel- 
came.” Theſe who-aze with the beaſt and the Dragon , 
mult make.war withthe lamb ; burihe lamb (ball over- 
come them, for he is Loxd of Lords, & King of Kings,aud 
they who are with him , axe called, and choſrn, and 
faithful, Rev,19, ver-14. Our ten-days will have an cod; 
all the former thisgs-(hall be forgotten, whea -we { 
.be up before the thxooc..Chriſt bach been ever chas in the 
wotld, Le hath always the defenders part y and hath been 
fill in the camp, hghtiog-the Churches- battels, The 
cuemies of che-Son of will be fed with their own 
fesh, and ſhajl drink their own blood; and therefore 
their part of it ſhall, ac laſt, be found hard enough: ſo that 
we may look forward and pity them ; uamul tbe amber 
ofthe Ele& be tulfilled, Chriſts garments muſt be rolled 
in blood : He comerh trom £dow from the ſlaughter of 
emi, lja.63.ver.1, Clothed wichdyed: grommets , 
orious 16 hisepparel, travellingin the greatnel(s of his 
h : Who 15 this (Gid 15 thas appears in this 
glorious e 7 ur great He, that He , who is mighty 
to fave; wholt glory ({binech, while be (priokleth the 
+" og acuemoagy—nG angie ments , and ſtainech 
is raimeat. The glory is righteous revenges 
Ihinech focrh, in-theſe Kine Bat ſeeing aar world. is.nor 
hereaway, we poor children, far from home, muſt ſteal 
thorow many. waters , weeping as we $9, and withal 
bel:eving, that we do the Lords faithfulneſs no wrong , 
ſceing he hath ſaid, l/a. 5 1, ver. 4. Leven | am be, that 
for ; Who-art thou that at affraidof a mencherfhal 
Go anletthe favefmenthe 5ball be made as graſs ! 1ſa.41. 
WF eSe Vbex thou paſſeſ thorow the waters ve” © 
thee ,, And thorow the rivers, they: thall not overſiew thee: 
Whenthou walkeſt thorow the fire thou 5ball-uqs be burnt, 
neither sball the flame kindle upon thee. There is a cloud 
gathering, anda ſtorm coming. This land ſhall-be cur- 


ned 
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theres 


me. . Bur God reproveth her, and faich 


| bea new growth, after the old timber is cut!'down./1 zx- 


PEE df ti y yu; 


| . Lord ſpake- tome, 

Ernte Chaſe wil te of a holeto hide 
head in-and may 10 far prevai van aſe 
the woman and her man- Oy over (cz; but there thall 


bes or three berries lefr,. in the tap of the 
JAG, a py ha God ſhall lay, them wt fr 
Ee 


wor apy erg" pace 
ſun-blink,oo Chrift's ald ſpoule a clear (kie, and 

ſhe ſhall ing as in che days of ber youth. The Antichfiſt 
and the great red Dzagon will lop Chat's branches , and 
bring tus vineto a low ſtump Yar gage of choſe 
who carry the mark'of the” beaſt the plant of 
rehown) the man whoſe name is be branch, will bud 
forth again, and blaſſoty as che roſe, and. there (hall be 
fair white floorithes agg wih moſt 4 waqy truits upon 
that cree of life : A fair ſeaſon may He, bare! grace 

be upon that blefled and beantfel rec ! under aſe 
ſhadow-we ſhall fit, and bis fruit (hall Le ſweer to our 


' paſte. Bur Chriſt ſhall wooe his handful in-the fire, and 


chooſe his owe in the furnace of atfiiftion: bur de it ſo, 
be dow not, he will no flay his children: Love will not 
ler him make a full cad ; The-Covenant will cauſe him 
hold his hand, Fear not thea, (Guhthefirſtand the la$, 
he who wasdead & is alive) We ſee norChriſt tharpening 
aud furbilhing his {word, for his cnemies,; and rherefore 
our faichleſs hearts (235-48 Ziondid, the beth for /aken 
, well, Zion, 
is that well aid + Think again os it: You are in the 
wrong to, me 2? 1/4. 49, ver. 1 ans cumtroge iy 
child, that 5b rhould noe have wy pros 
of wonh ! yes, 5be may ; yet 
ver.-16. bebold, 1 bave en (moe pon the pan of 


Chriſt has your name eagravesn 0N the palms of hi 
hands in great lewers, lnche ame of the ſon of God be. 
lire ,. buried. Scotland, dead and buried with her dcar 
Bridegropm, thall riſecbsthirdday agaiay 2nd rherehall 


—_— —_ 
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- your huſband afar off,ro ſee if he can be induced 'rs think 
wpon going to .Americs. O to fee the fight, next to Chriſts 
"coming inthe clotidsrhe moſt joyful ! ourelder brethren 
the jews and Chrift fall upon one anothers necks , & kiſs 
eachother ; they have been long aſuoder}, they will be 
kind ro'6tic anorher when they meer, O day ! O longed 
for and lovely day dawn ? O fweer Jefus, lex me fee rhac 
fight,which will be as life trom the dead, Thee and thy 
ancient people in myrual embraces ! Defire your daughter 
to cloſe with Chriſt, upon rerms of ſuffering for him; for 
the croſs is an old mealing, ap plor of ground, that lyerh 
to Chriſts houfe, Our dear Chief, had ay chat renr lying to 
his inhericance, butrell her, the day is near the dawmiog, 
the ſkie is riveing , 0ur beloved will be on us, creever we 
be aware, the . Antichriſt and death and hell, and Chriſts 


lefs pir. The Lor@ Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 
eAnwoth, April:2 2165 5. Yours in bis ſweet Lord Teſus,S.R. 


To MARTON Mc KNAUGHT, 

'F Or Zions(ake hoid not your peace, neither be diſcon- 
, | raged , for ongoing of this perſecntion glehovah is in 
'this buraing bush. The foods may fwell and roar;but our 
Ark ſhall ſwim above the warers; it cannot fink , becanſe 
a Saviouris Becauſe our beloved was not Tet. in by 
his ſpouſe ,\ he ſtood at the door , wirh his wet and 
frozen head;therefore, he will have usto ſeek him a while; 
and whileweare fceking, the warch-men , that go abovur 
the walls, have ſtriekerthe poor woman, and have raken 
away her vail from hec;but yer a lictle while and onr Lord 
wilbcome again. Seorands tkie will clear again , her mo- 
ment muſt go over 4 dare in faich ſay and write,(1 am not 
now dreaming) Chriſt s bot ſeeking{ what he will have 
and make ) a clean pliſtering bride out of the fire. God 
ſend hits his errand :- but he cannot want what he (ſeeks. 
In the mean time}, one way or” other , he ſhall fipd, oc 
anelt for his movtaing dove: Whatis this we arc 
ive; breaking the neck oF oor faith } We zrenor come 
as ya; to:the-moauth ofrhe red ſea 5 and hqwbeir we were, 
fot his honours lake he muſt drier up, Kisour ag 
| © 
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ver. 94 Let them mm fire of their own ; and 'walk in 
che light chercof,, i" thallnor ter them fer ro theic 
bee ; bur (hafl tic down in rio : fore 


eoyceand\ Tins in baſte ; Graee, grace be with 
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| Epiſt. ir 6. oB 8:72 T7111 $4! -- js 
© 1 -nopamy-># thr wg oe inhisKords: Be 

conrage , fairh the caprain of our falyation , for-1 
otezcome:the' monld, You: _—_ neither be fc of the 


—even 1f-it were 


buſt Gong: ps CE oTane 
caſe , if you follow Cheiſt: 1 befeeth you in the 
ED Nod enalococe (4: 


his (piritomo the day 
you ' rk feng: «ſpirit of love ;'for 
1 Cor43/v9-7 Love dearerh att things, ir delieverh-41l 
; hoperh a Oo a ings. Aud 1 
$27 19m! out | , yea chavye you before 
| Jetus Chriſt , and thoelet Angels , 
= or eyes ones. Adnan] this #6 your 
from me ,and gedris $1 for on, #9 the 
| cleft of God, bowels of mereins.”' > jo" xp och 
how mary chonedcot acones im yoor wake hath 


torginen) ſervants 
4 He oft row? ner ſeek noc 


br nr ,and after your owe £54 atoong 
marter; 23the ſpiritſperks, M5 Ivey. Agk 
the counſel of your own fav heve, rhe world will biow 
vn nan: cont i Gervti!, except! the grace of 
canſe it fall; Jeſus, c ven lefus; the evernal wildom bf 
the Father, give - Wo cre} Trruit God fhiall be glory- 
fied in you. door (hall be unto you , as' fo 
the Lords prifoters of hope, a wh; Whey! it iya 


Fain boy , that the wicked"aro Gods: o'poige 
fs pee Guy ſhall blow'away' no corn 
V cha#;1 oyour 
perſokt/ fn deter np Yeh ou Rood h 
IN + ppt ae ley deg} 
you aw 'him is ſtranding on ſhore, hofging 
ont harms to-welcame you on {avd, you wovld riot 
DL whe ar. ſea of wwongs , ' but wHiorow hell 
t to be gr him. And } auſtin God'you ſee bith 


ſome- 


Mr; RurWirnyoorD's .»EpiRAC, 
Nor DAY '"Fhn-hnD Jeſus be with 2your' (piric and 


- aff (yours, 119/160) 
7 1 eAmwoth; 15511190 Your Bronhe whe Log," _ 
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1048S or: M AR40N: Mic! K NAUGHT;-! 
94 Worthy and! Dear Miſtre(s, 
Y drareft love wQbtiſt comembered. As to that 


> rent na nny 
ation/o 'T ma 
net\-rhe Father ot our Lord: Cariſt,m a 
fat proxidente y with his own i dare , it ir 
were to cdificatiog, {\w iej(platted.mehere;-where by 
his grace ,in this þart of his ymeyardy) grow: L dare nor 
(ay, bur Sacan and the world Yanieny; > wg whom hc 
: Jeods bis eerabds.) harcdaid athermiſe , and bereghwill 
- "abide 5 rill ghe great maſter gf the tho fit to 
, traa{plane me:bux when he ſcea mect ta lavle me ac the 
root, and to plant'me where I may bemore. uſcful , both 
- 4s to fruitand thadow,' 'and when be who planted pallet} 
:-Up:»thar be.may trabſplant , who dare pur tro their hand 
'and binder 2if chey.da,God ſhall break-cheir arm-avthe 
: ſhoulder-blade; and do.bis rarn. bo our Lord is going 
.wrelt, the deyil-8 do you not -know, 
that ir, hath, been ever nog went rhe yr 
; World, God:grawing, and rhey holding; God, yrs and 
the world, nay: bur bor they: fall on 0. rp fruftzar, 


- and our, Lord, A: gf Wherefore doth the 
- word fog. nhonene Ghrdd7 rhe: +manof this houle, 
_ kis dear kirk ;-hath. fever like five braſs as if they burned 


.in a furnace? Revit ver; 15. For:no ocher- cauſe ;-bar 
ceygaale , where our Lord ſetrech down bis braſen feer, he 
- will foreward,; and, whitherſocver -he: looketh',: be will 

low bislook ;- and. his feet burn ell under them. ike 
_as fire doch ſtubble-gud. thorns, 1; chiok He bath now 


 girca-the, world ann his-exceeding gear power, 


pooping fo , wherein Zion 15 con- 
Forde th the oh Ling. as-bt-a Gideon. 


| 4s you II of God pray ivſtantly,.(yea tngage 
our pray 
miſe to do the 


quamnabce , & rake thor fanhkful pro- 
this King,aud every one rhac _ 
ing 


and to drinkliee.blood: andthe cup. - 
ighrband ſhall beriracd uw her,& (hammer 


that Of 
ſpewing be upou |hergloty > He , whole word J 
Ye muſt ivod; hah ſaid, le vay oatohetl the Loyd, 
| "Ay anddrink and be drunken, ond [pew e-no, more; 
—_ juſamogy era irgy gre 
_— a. piiver. 10. as wm arkayy 0 ew 


ts 
: his ices by all ay ary cs ma 
ted theſe colours ftand | fincehe di 37 Anau 
bo ojnin Bebylde;imche/Gght of ae abcdangels.: Let us I6> » 
_— EEE RErT for.) 
Babel wreftle., chen avgrls and fancy: | 
; thranſfel res:to ling, Babylon the great is falley, - | 
I one 
| prove 18 his Men Yet f 
_ will laugh agaio a6 7 wa usi9laugh, . 
42 when ogr Lord Chiiſd langherh nr will be (heryy:. | 
For-when we hear |of wars 'and; xygyours of wats, the ,; 
$0105 | judge's feerace-rhen before the Jace and he mult be-in / 
4 the heaven, gaving.arder_ to the Adgels to make themſelves. . 
4 || 1<2dy, and prepare their hooks! awd. ficles for that. 
Com grear harveſt» Chriſt will be n us ip haſte, 
ate watch but alittle , and cre Akies will rive, 
_ and that fais | forely. pecſon'; 5 [ſhall ra in 
z the clouds, fraughted and loaded with,” ; and 
ran thew-all theſe kraves- and foxes.,) thas wand the” 
£ be vices » ſhall call-co the hills ,- and:cry ra the mountains 
—_ to cover them ,. and hide them from the face of him, 
ko who ſitterh; upon the throne , avd-ftom the wrath of 
ro the -lamb; Remember me to your Huſband , and defire. | 
no” jg bim-from weto- help. Chriſt, (at. wks hag. ppens. 
Owet, Fand in fide- ever : with him, and receine 
© COM- Ya blow- tly for bis. Gake;; for he.js worthy to 
zidevn. Bae fuffered for, {61m but alſo to. blood: 
0835 F Ho ſhall find , that" innoceucy and uprightneſs ip judg- , 
" ment {hall hold-its: fect , and make hum happy » ___ 
;4 Jouking 


Mr, RuTmuazTOOR D's Epiſt. r®. 


4 
-- 


5Þu | 3 
ELEC 


when are 
rowhors ol with 

nor! with i _ 5 95 
with my' whol 


yt 
walk the 'cruchsy, tad eine the IT his apo 


may wh 
ſce,and feck a 
enpurncevrrig thay they weil by wgly 
chiined uno him by them aww eonſenr: on 
credievenk your chldees entreat chem i ys Acad 

whacrrach s ww wha'l not 
his Gevice, 'rill 


admcu lyar: Igareyou, 
your Hoſbaod and chom- twins keeping, 0 = whom ſhe, 
anddare venture my (of andiſoul, I INIne 
T1 9O - ng cta] 
HAnwethi nog » Years TY 


x Ne I I CO — 
tt th Mit 4th I 
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| Welbdleved Siſter | © 

- Ydearefploweis Chriſt tememberedcoyou; Know 
| ehir f am ir great heavineds, for che.pidifal caſc of 
our Leeds Kirk! 1 tcarche cauſe why D. ——_—_ 
mrrcdto priſon, is, hiswatiagand preachuogs t 
Sn. therefore cucrear the aidot 


WI 


meet iſrael {bur our Lord cae the cords 
Tema rh 49. _—_ 14. But Ziew ſaid, tht Lord 
bath for |aken mes, andy forgotten me. com A 
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Epiſt.zo. LETTERS. 595 
"God; and employ all yeur endeavours for eſtablishing 
an honeſt Miniſtry in your Town , now whea ye have {© 
few to ſpeak a good word for you, Ihave many a grieve 
heart dayly in my calling. I would be undone; if ] had noe 
accels to the King's pats 7s 1 to ſhewhim all 
'the buſineſs. The devil rages and is mad, to fee the water 
drawn from his own mill : but would ro God, we could 
bethe Lord's ioftraments to baild rhe ſon of God's houſe: 
pray for me : If the Lord furnish not new timber frota 
Lebanon, to build the houſe, the work will ceaſe, 1 took 
to'him', who bath begun well with me. 1 have his hand 
write, He will not change. Your daughter js well, and 
longs fora Bible, The Lord cſtablish you in peace. The 
Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 

eAwwoth. Yours at all power in Chriſt. S. R. 


For MARION Mc KNAUGHIT. 
Miſtreſs; 

Y love in Chrift remembred; Our communion is 
on Sabbath come eight dayes. I will iatreat you 
to recommend it tro God, and to pray for me in thac 
work. I have mo {ins upon. me now, than the laſt time. 
Therefore [ will belcech you inChriſt , ſeek this perition 
to me from God, that the Lord would give me grace to 
vow and perform new obedicnce. Ihave cauſe ro fair 
this of you, and ſhew it ro Thomas Car/ſen, Fergus aud lenn 
Brown; for I have bcen and arm exccedivg]y caſt down, 
and am fighting againſt a malicious devil , of whom I 
cag win little ground. And I-would think aſpoil, plucked 
from him his cruſty ſervant, ſm, a lawful and juſt 
conqueſt. And ic were no fin to rake from him, in the 
name ofthe good man of our houſe , our King Jeſas: I 
- invite youto the banquer, He faith, ye ſhall be dearly 
welcometo him, And Idehre to believe, ( howbeir noc 
without great fear) he (hall be as hearty in his own 
houſe, as he has been before. For me,it is but ſmall recko- 
ning, but I would fain have our Father aud Lord co break 
the great fair loaf, Chriſt , and ro diſtribute his ſlainſfoa 
amongſt che bairns of his houſe. And that if any 
were a ſtep-bairn, in reſpe& of comfort and ſenſe , it 
CCc were 


- 496 Mr. RuTHE&KFOOR D'S Epiſt. 21. 
were rather my ſelf than his poor bairns, Therefore bid 
our welbcloved come to his garden, and feed among the 
lillies. And as concerning Zion, I hope , our Lord, who 
Zach.z, (ent his apgel with a meaſuring line 4a his hand, 
ro meaſure the leugth and breadth of /eruſelem, in tokcy 
he would nat want afoot length or inch of his own free 
heritage , ſhali cake order with thole , who have taken 
away many acres of his own land from him, Abd God 
will build jeruſalem in the old ſted and place , where it 
was before: in this hope rejoyce and be glad. Chriſt's gar- 
menc was not dipt in blood fr nothing,but for his bride, 
whom he bought with ſtcokes. I will defire you to re- 
member my old ſuits ro God, God's glory & the increaſe 
of light, that I dry uot up.For your town , hope and be- 
lieve, that the Lord will gather-in his looſe ſheaves 
among youro his batn, and ſend one with a wel-rooth'd 
ſharp hook, and ſtrong gardies, to reap his harveſt, And the 
Lord jeſus be Husband-man , and overſce the growing, 
Remember my love to your Husband and to Samue!: 
grace upon you and your children; Lord make them 
cornet-ttones in Jeruſalem , and give them grace in their 
youth, to take band withthe fair chief corger-ſtone , who 
was hewed our of the mguntain without hands z and got 
many a knock with his Father's fore-kammer, and cudu- 
red them all , and the ſtone did neither cleave nor break, 
upon that ſtone make your ſoul to lyc. Kiog Jelus be 
with your ſpirit, 
Anwoth. Your friend in his <welbeloved 
Lord jeſus, S.R. 


For MARION Mc KNAUGHT:. 
Much honoured and dear Miſtreſs; 
Y love in Chriſt remembred. Iam grieved at the 
M heart to write any thing to youy to breed heavinels 
ro you. And what I have written, I wrote it with much 
heavineſs. Bur I intreat you in Chriſt's name , when my 
ſoul is under wreſtlings, and ſceking direQion from our 
Lord, (co whom his vineyard belongeth) whither 1 (hall 
g9, give me libecty ro adviſe, and cry all airths and patts, 
ro.ſce whether he goes before me and leadeth me. Fotit 
I were aſſured of God's call ro your Towa, let my -_ 
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Epiſt. 2 1. Le:Ttrens, © 597 
tall from my ſhouldet blade ayd loſcpower”, and my 
right eye be dried up , which is the jadgrocat of the idol 
ſhepherd,Zach. 11.17. if1 would uot {wim throughthe 


water , without a boar , cre 1 fat his bidding.” But if ye- 
knew my doubtings and fears in that , ye would ſuffer 
with me, Whether they be tremprations , or inipediments 
caſt in by God, I know not , but you have now cauſe to 
thankGod. For feting the Bishop hath given you ſuck « 
promiſe , he will give you an bonefſt man,more willingly 
than he will perniuc me to come to you. And,as I ever1o- 
treated you , pur the buſineſs our of your hand in the 
Lord's reverence : and, try of him, if ye have warranr-of 
him ro ſcek no man jn the world , but one only when 
there are choice of good men to be had : howbeic they be 
roo ſcarce, ye they are. Aud whar God faithto me in the 
bafineſs , I reſolve by his graceto do ; for I know noc 
what he will do with me, but God ſhall fill you wich joy, 
ere the buſineſs be evded. For | perlwade” wy fetf, our 
Lord Jeſus hacthKirred you up already to do good in te | 

bufineſs, and ye thall-vot lote your reward. | have heard 
your Husband & Samet have been ſick, Tlieman who is 
called the branch & God's tellow,who ſtanderth before bis 
Father, will be you: ſtay & help, Zach.iz. v.7.l would I 
were'able ro comfort your foul: but have patienee& ſtand 
ſtill :he that believerh maketh not hafte. This matter of 
Crawmondcaſt in at this timezis cirher a temptation, having 
falleu ont at this rime, or then ic will clear all my doubes, 
and let you ſee the Lords will. Bur 1never knew my own 
pu in the buſine(srill now. I thought I was more wil- 
ing ro have embraced the charge-in your Town, than 1 
am,or am able ro win ro. I know, ye pray that God would 
reſolve me what to do; and will interprerme, as love 
biddeth you , whichthiokerh nor ill , and believech all 
things, and hopeth all things. Would ye have more than 
the Son of God, and ye have him already , and ye ſhall be 
fed by the earver of the meat, be' who he will. And theſe 
who are hungry look more to the meat , than ro the 
carver. Icannot {ce you the next week, If my lady come 
home, 1 muſt viſit ber. The week thereatrer there will 
be a Preſbytety at Girtoun. God will diſpoſe of the 
Ce 2 mectitig, 
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meeting, Grace upon you, and your ſced &huſband.:.the 
| Lord Icfos be with your (pirit. 
eAnwath, Yours in Chriſt, 'S,R, 


For MARION Mc.KNAUGHT. 
VVorthy and welbeloved Miſtreſs; 

Mz lore in Chriſt remembred.1 have ſent you alerter 
from Ms. David Dickſon, concerning the placing of 
Ar Hugh Mrkajl with themſelves : therefore I write to 
you nowzonly to intreat you.in Chriſt,not to be diſcoura- 
gedthegear: be ſubmiſſive co the will of your dear Lord, 
whoknowerh beſt what is good for your ſoul and your 
rown both ; for God can came over greater mountains 
than theſe,we belicve; for he worketh his greateſt works, 
contrary to carnal realan and means. Ay ways are not , 
faith our Lord, as your weys ; neither are my thoughts as 
your thoughts, Iſa. 5, I am no whit pur from my belief for 
all that ; believe, pray and uſe means. We ſhall cauſe Mr, 
Jobn Ker,who conveyed my ſelf to Lochinver,to uſe means 
ro ſcek a'man, if Mr Hugh fail us. Our Lord has a little 
bride among you, and1I truſt he will ſend one to wooe 
her to our {weet Lord Iefus. He will pot want his wife 
for the {uiting : and he has mcans abundance in his hand , 
to open all the lors and bars, thar Saran draws over the 
door : he cometh to his bride leaping over the 
moumains, and skipping over the hills: his way to his 
ſpouſe is full of ſtones, mountains and waters; yer he 
putceth in his foot and wadeth through : he will nor 
want her; and therefore refresh me wath two words , 
concerning your confidence and courage in our Lord, 
both abour chat and about his own Zion ; for he wooeth 
his wife in the burning busk: and for the good will of 
him that dwelleth in the busk, the bushis not.conſumed, 
Itis better to weep with leruſalem in the forenoon , than 
= with Babel after-noon, in the end of the day.Our 
day of __ and rejoycing is coming: yeta little while 
and ye ſhall ſee the ſalvation of God, 1 long to ſee you, 
and to hear how your children are, eſpecially Samuel. 
Grace be their hericage and portion from the Lord , and 
\zhe Lord be thei lot, and chen their inheritance (hall 
plcale 


= 
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them well : Remember my love to your Husband:z 

the Lord Jeſus be with your (pics ns vat} 

eAmwwoth. Yours in his ſweet Lord leſus ,$.R;- 

Fir MARION McKNAU GH. 

& Y love in Iefus Chriſt remembred: Your daughter 

is well, thanks be to God ; I truſt is him 4 ye ſhalt 
have joy ofber.. The Lord bleſs her. Iam nowpreſently 
going abour carechifing, The bearer is in haſte: f nos 
poor Zion, and the Lord remember you ; fer we:thalb be 
ſhorgly winnowed ; Jeſus pray for us, that our faith fail not. 
I would wish to {cc you a Sabbath-wirh us, and we thalk 
ſtir up one another, God willing, to ſeek the Lord 5 far ic 
may behe hide himſclt from,us ere itbelong,; Keep thar' 
which you have, ye. wills more 19 heaven. The Lord- 
ſend usto the ſhoar our of all tho ſtorms, with our Glly 
ſouls wholtand ſound with as: For if liberry-of conſcience - 
come, as is, rumored , the belt of as all wil be put to our- 
wits,i0 ſcek how to be freed: But we ihall be withrthoſe, + 
who have their chamber to go inunto , ſpoken of 1/a.26: 
2.0. Read the place your felt , and keep you within your- 
houſe, while the ſtorm be paſt. If you can learna.dittay 
againſt C.rry, andcauſetry , that we may ſee the Lords® 
righteous) ent upon the derils1nfirgments, We are 
not much obliged to his kindneſs, I wish all ſuch wicked 
doers'were cut off. Theſe 1n haſte : lblefs you in Gods 
name and all.yours : your daughcer deſires a Bible and a- 
Gown:1hope ſhe ſhall uſe-che Bible well, which if the- 
do, the Gown is the berrer beſtowed, The Lard Jeſis be- 
with your ſpicic. 
eAnuwoth. Yours forever in Chriſt ,..S,R. 


Fr MARION McK N-A- U,G H:T, 
Miſtreſs; | | 
Y love in Jeſus Chriſt remembred: Iam in good” 
health , hovour to my Lord; bur my wife's dilcaſe 
increaſes dayly, to her great torment and paia night aod- 
day,;ſhehas nar been inGods houſe, fiace our commpnion, - 


neither out of her bed: 1 have hired a man zo Edinkwrgh - 


to. door Ieally.and ro. lohn Hamilton, ;1 can _bardly. 
bel ieve = 
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' | beliexthgtdifealc is ordinary; for het lifes bitrer toher: 
- Sie 5 none, bur cries; 85a womantravelling im birth: 


wha che” cvear; he that hath the keys of the. grave 


k ive been many times, foce I ſaw you , thatT 
= 16 the Lord - loole her out of the body , and 
pc Ly to her reſt, 1 bclicve the Lordytide o affli- 
witl ebb again ; burjatpreſent I am: exerciſed with 
tleweetlogsof God, bei Feeaia ot nothing morethan 
this; tharGod has [er loolerhe cermpter' apon my houſe. 
@ddrebicht bir and bis inſtruments. Becauſe Saran is not 
caſt dur bur by faitivg and prayer. Tintreat you remem- 
beronreftare to our Lord,and intreat all good Chriſtians, 
whom ye know , bur eſpecially yoor paſtor, ro do the 
ſame-it becomes its [till co/knock, and to tye at the Lords 
door, whale we die knocking,” If be will not open, it is 
morethen be has faid in his word; but he is faubful.' I 
, looknortowimn away to my home, without wounds and. 
blood; Welcome, welcometroſsof Chriſt, if Chriſt be 
with it, 1+ bare tor a calm ſpiric in the work of my 
calling hete; being dayly chaſtifed ; yet God hath nor pur 
our my candle; as he does tothe wicked, Grace, grace be 
with you-aud all yours. _ oY > | 
\-Ampoth, Yolirs in bis Lord, S. R; 
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To MKARION Mc KNAUGHT. 
Worthy and wetheloved My alt 

Yiove itt Chril oye - I know ye have yr 
'bfthe purpoſe of my adverſaties , to try whar t 
cindo againſt meat this Synod , tor the work of Godin 
yourtown; when wasat your communion. They intend 
co call me in queſtion ar the Synod., for treaſonable do- 
Qrine, - Therefote help'me with your prayers ,"and defire 
your Jequaintagceto help me alſo.” Your cars heafd how 
Chrift was there. It he ſaffer his ſervant roger a broken 
head, in his own kingly ſervice, and noceither belp or re- 
vetipsthe wrongs 1 acver faw the like of it. There is not 
a nght-dronkard, time-ſetving, idle, idol ſhepherd to be 
ſpoken agaiuft, 1xm'the only man ; and becauſe it'is ſo, 
antT-kiow God will nor help them, leſt rhey be proud, 
I 4thconfidetr their proceſs thalf fall aſander. Only be ye 
catheſt withGod tor bearing, for an opericar;and reading 


ot 
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zFrhe Þill , that he may in heaven hear both parties, aod: 
iudpeatcordingly;and doubr nor,feat nor, they ſhall not, 
who-oow cide higheſt, por Chriſt oat of hisking]y poſleſ- 
hanfin Scotland. The pride of man & his rage (ball turn to 
the praiſeofourLord: lt is an old feud, that the rulersof 
the earth, the Dragon and his angels; haveearryed to the 
lamb audbis.followers; bur the followers of the lamb 
thall overcome b y the word of God ; and believe this,and 
wait on alitcle, till they have gor their wombtul of clay 
and gravel, and chey ſhall know, howbeitſtollen waters 
be ſweet, Ejau's portion 1s not worth his hanring, Com- 
mend me to your Husband,and ſend me word how Grizel 
is. The Son of God lead her through the water; The Lord 
leſus he withyour ſpirit, 
cAnwoth, Yours in his only, only 

Lord leſus,S, R. 


For. MARION Mc KNAUGHT, 
| , Miſtreſs; F 
WÞ £905 ja Cari remembred, At the deſire of this # 
bcarer, whom I love , Ichought to requeſt you , i 
pecan help his wite with your advile , for ſhe is in a mott 
1gerougand deadly like condition ; for I have rheoght,- 
was far ed 1p her carriage and life , tbis rime by 
,» and had bope, that God would have brought here 
| HD COON TPeegrance {be will depart this lifes 
and leave avumber of children behind her., If ye can be* 
increated to help her , ic isa work of mercy, My own 
Wife is {till iv exceeding great tormenc night and day.. 
Pray for us, for my lite was never ſo weariforn to me. 
God hath filled me with gall and wormwood; but 1 be- 
lieve ( which holds up my head above the water, } It is 
good for 4 man ((aich the ſpirit of God, Lam 3.) that be bear 
the yaheinhis. youth. 1do remenyber you. 1 pray you ,, be 
humblcand believe : & 1 iorreat you in leſs Chriſt,pray 
for Iobn Stzart and his wiſe ; and dcfire your Husband to 
ache ſam& Remember me heartily.to [can Brown; de- 
fice her ro pray for me and my wite: Ldo remember her. 
Forget not Zion, Grace, grace upon them and peace 
+-pray for Zion, She is the (hip we fail in to Canean. 
If the be broken ona rock, we will be cat over board ro 
Cc 4, ſwim 
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{wim tolandberwixt death and life. The grace of Jeſus 
he with your Husband and children. 
eAnwoth., Yours in our Chriſt, S.R. 
For MARLON Mc K NAUGHT. 
Dear Siſtey; 
F Longed much to haye conferred with you at this time; 
I am grievedatany thing in your houſe that grieveth 
you; and thall, by my Lords grace , ſuit my Lord to help 
you to bear your burden, and to come-in behind you, and 
give you, and your burdens put op the mountain. Know 
you not thar Chriſt wooeth his wife in the furnace, [/a. 48. 
ver. 10. Behold 1 have refined thee,but not with ſilver ; 1 have 
thoſen thee in the furnace of afflition ; He calterh his love 
on you , when you arc in. the furnace of affliftion: you 
might indeed be caſten down, if he brought you in and. 
letr you there ; but when he leaderh ou orow the wa- 
ters,think ye not that he has a ſweet ſoft hand ? you know 
his love-grip already ; you {hall be delivered, wait on; 
Jeſus wwil/ make a yoed, arid come and ferch home the 
captive ; you ſhall nor die in priſon, but your ſtrokes are 
ſach as were your Husbands, who was wounded in the 
houſe of kis friends, ſtrokes were not newings to him , & 
neither are they ro you : But your winter night is near 
ſpent ; it is near hand the dawningyT will fee you leap for 
joy : the kirk ſhall be delivered: This wilderneſs (hall bud 
and grow up like a rofe ; Chriſt got a charter of Scotland 
from his , & who will bercave him of his heritage, 
or pat our Redeemer out of his maleing , until his tack be 
run out. I muſt have you onda; the me; Tam black 
sham'd for evermore now with Chtiſts goodneſs; and 
io privat, on the 17 and 1 8 of auguſt, I got a full anſwer 
of my Lord, ro be a graced miniſter , and a choſen arrow 
hidden in his own quiver, But know, this aſſurance is nor 
keeped but by watching andprayer ; and therefore , dear 
Mijſtris,help me ; I have gotren now, honour ig my Lord, 
the gate to openrhe flote , and ſhnr the bar of his door : 
and [ thiok it caſy to ger any thing from the King by 
prayer, and to uſe holy violence with him, Chriſt was in 
Casfarne kirk,and opened the peoples hears wonderfully; 
Jeſus is looking up that water; and'minting-to dwell 
amongſt 
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amongſt them. CT ein bhigwelcome- | 
hottie tothe Moors. Nowpeaceaud grace be wpon-yon+ 
R. aud'all'yours. | ; AOECES 
__ eAnivoth, fag,/10- 1633; 


Yourrin@hmnſt:8. Rye 
ime; For: MARION- MckeNAUGHT: 
veth - "Miſtreſs y | g 
help A Y love 1n Chriſt remendred ;1 am inc are and fear © 
and tor chis wotk of our Lords, now neaf apptoachingy”- 


now becauſe of the danger of-the times jand'i datenot for my * 
48. ſout be filenr, oy my Lords houſe barning, and'not* 
have cry, fire; fire; therefore ſeck from onr Lord! wiſdors 
love ſpiritual; norblack policyto ſpeak with libercy our Lords * 


you troth; Tam caſt down, and would fain have acreſ#2and” 
ard preſence to the King , thar day z even howbeit I thovld 
Wa- break up icon doors. I believe you will nor forger me; (8c 
ROW you wHldelire learn Brown , Thomas Carſen y and "AMuwnion ©? 

on ; Carſento help me; Pray for well-cooked* meat , and an-* 
the hearxlome Saviour wirh joy , crying , 4elcome, in my 

| Are Fathers namb. 1 am conhdent, Zion hall be well the 

the buſh {hall burn and not conſume , for the good will of 

» & bim that dwelr in the bush7Butth& Lord is making-on a + 
ICAT fite in-Jeruſelem; and purpoſcth to blow the bellows , and” 
for ro melrthe rin and brafs , and bring our a fair beaorifol 
bud bride our of the furnace, that wilt be married over again; 
lard upoathe new Huſband, and fing as in the dayes of her 
Fe» youth, when the contract 'of marriage is wiitren” over, © 

© be in; but1 fear the bride be hiddew for a'time from the * 
ack Dragon that purſueth the woman with child ; bar what * 
and howbeit we go&Hurk in the wilderneſs for a time; for © - 
ver the Lord will take his kirk to the wildetnefs, & ſpeakire+ , 
ow her heart : nothitig caſteth me down, bur only I fear the 
not Lord will caſt down -the ſhepherds rents , and feed: his + 
ear own iti a fecrerplace'; Butler us, however' marers frams, - 
rd, caſt over the affairs of the bride vpoh the bridegroom + 
or : the governmenr is upon bis ſhoulders , and hee bear 
by us all well enough; that fallen ſtar , che Prince of rhe® \ 
$10 burtomleſs pit, knoweth, it is near the'time wheh he» 
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+29; 
etfitzarmics, to win one battcl or rwo, in theedgeof the 


, eveaipg,atthe ſun.going down 5 38d when our Lord has 
been wateritg his vineyards , ib France apd Germany and 
Bohemia ,” how can we think ous {glycs Chriſts- Sſtex., if 
webdiet hid bim., and our other great Siſters; Icaonot 
buc think, feeing the ends of thecarthare givea to Chriſt, 
PF}. 2: v& 4 and Scotland is dhe end of theiearth,/ ( and'fo 
we are in Chriſts Chartery-Tailzy) but our Lord will keep 
hi pofleflions we fall by promiſe and law to Chriſt: He 
wanus withebeſweatot his brows (if I may fay o;) , bis 
Fathercpromilcd him his-liferent of Scotland; glory, 
| Px penny King, long-may-he wear bis crowa! © Lord 

xt never [ee enother King,” O let hym come downiike 
rainopon ibe.pew mown-graſs, I had you in remem- 
brancton Saturday ip the mornipglaſt,; in 4 great mea- 
faccs:aind was brought, thrice onend, 4n remembranceet 
Yau, im my prayetio' God. 4arace , grace be your poryjon. 


wizwoth, March, 2... - Yaurs in his ſweet Lord 
4 G3 4% 3/114, _ leſus » $. Re; 
--FonM-ARION McKNAUGHT. 
Miſtreſs ; : 


M* love 1n\Ghriſtremembred,pleaſe you.underſtand, 
2 to my grief, qui communion 1s delayed till Sab- 
barh.come eight days ©: for che laird and lady have carneſt|y 
defired me 46 delay ir, braule tbe, Jaird is fick, and he 
fears , he be netable to travel, becag/c he has lacel y caken 
playlick.. The Lord bleſs bat work: commend urro God 
as you love ave, . Fox 1 love nocSarans thornscaſt ip the 
' Lords way :\ the: Lord rebuke him, - Ictuſt. in Gods mercy, 
Satan has gotten but adelay , but np ftreediſcharge, that 
bis kingdom (hall por be hurt, | Commetd the Laird 
16 your God, I pray you adreruſe your, le. , thatthey 
be nor diſappointed in coming hee. ſuch of them 
a5 you lovean Chriſt from me, that Jeſus Chriſt will be 
welcomer when he comes-in ,4hat he bas (harpned cheic 
defires foreight days. fpace-, Yours daughter is well , I 
hope, every way. Forget 'not Gods kick : they are but 
baſtards, and not-ſops and daughters, that mourn not tor 
Zion: Lotd hear us. No further ," Jeſus Chriſt be with 
your ſpirit, 1thball remember you and your new _ 
Lor 
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- cAmwoth. Yagry at all power in the Lord, S.R. by 


Fox MARTON' McKNAUGHT. ; 
*—  Welbeloved Miſtreſs ; | ; 
M- Taye'iv Chriſt remembred ; Þ hear this day, your 
Town isto chooſe a Commiſſioner for the Par- 
Tamevit, and I was wricteti to from Fdinburgh,'to fee that 
food met ſhould be choſep in yout bounds. And Thave 
card this day, that Robers Glendoning or Tobn Exuart look 
to be choſen, 1beſcech you ſee' this be not ; the Lords 
'Eaale craverh other witnefſes to ſpeak for him, thaa ſuch 
en; avd therefore let it not be ſaid , that Kirkeudbright, 
Which is fpoken of ia this kingdom for their religion, has 
Kane a man to be their mouth that will ſpeak againſt 
Chriſt. Such a time asthis will nor fall out once in half 
anage. I wonld entreat your Husband.to take it upon 
him,Tris an honourable & neteſſary ſervice for Chriſt : & 
ſhew him , that T wrote unto you for that effeft. I fear 
William Glendoning hath not ſkill and amthority. Tam in 
greatheavineſs; pray for me, for we muſt take our life in 
our hand, in this ill time. . Let us ſtir up out (elves , to+ 
lay our Lords bnde and her wrongs before out Huſband” 
and Lord. Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit, 
eArwoth, May 20. Youw in his ſweet Lord Teſus, S: Rs 
Fir MARION McKNAUGHT. 
_ Welbeloved Siſter ; ; 
Y old and deareſt loye in Chriſt remembred ; know” 
l thacT have been viſiting my lady Kemmure : her 
child is with the Lord: 1entreat you, viſit her; and defire 
the goodwife of Barcapple to viſit her , and Kyockbrecks, 
if you ſee him in therown, My Lord her Huſbaod is ab- 
ſcar, and I think ſhe will be heavy ; you know what Mr. 
W. Dalgleish, and 1 defired you todeal for, atmy Lord 
Kirkcudbrights hand. Send me word , if you obcained” 
any thing at my*Lords hands , anenc the giving up of our 
names tothe high commiſſion ; for 1 hear it is not for no- 
thing, that the Bishop hath taken that courſe : our Lord 
grows beſt what is good for an old kirk , that 1s fallen 
m her firſt love , and hath forgotten her Huſband, 
rg Sa Cc 6- © dayes 
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dayes without number; atryal is like to come on; bur 
Iam ſuce, our Husband-maniQhriſt (hall loſe chaff, 
bur nocorn at-all. Yer there-1s a dry wind coming, 
but ncitherto fan nor ro purge. Happy are they,who arc 
not blownaway wich the cbaff; for we will but ſuffer 
reuration for ren dayes ; bur thoſe who are fairhful to 
the death, ſhall receive the crown of life. I heardayly 
whar hath been ſpoken of my ſelf, moſt, unjuſt and 
falſly; & no marvel, the Dragou with the ſwing of his tail, 
hath made the third part of the ſtars to fall from heaven, 
and the fallen ſtars would have many to fall with them. 
If ever Satan was buſy, now, when he knoweth his time 
is ſhort, be is buſy ; yer a lictle while and he chat ſhall 
come, will come, & will not tatry. 1 know, cre it be long 
the Lord ſhall come avd ridd all plea's , berwixt us and his 
enemies :. now welcome Lord leſus, go faſt. Send me word 
about Grizel your daughter,whom I remember in Chriſt, 
and deſire her tocalt her ſelf ig his arms, who was born of 
awoman, and being the ancicot of dayes was madea 
young weeping child, It was not for nothing , thatour 
rother Icſas was an infant; It was, that he mighe pity 
infants of believers, who were to come our of the womb 
into the world ; I believe our Lord Jeſus ſhall be waiting 
on, with mercy, mercy, mercy ., to the end of that bat- 
_ tel, and bring her through with life and peace, and a ſign 
of Gods favour. . I will expect advertiſement from you, 
and eſpecially if you fear her Miſtreſs: you remember 
that 1 ſaid ro you, ancnt your love tro me and my Brother 
begun in Chriſt ; you know we are here but ſtrangers, 
and you bave not yer found us a dry well.,. as others 
hare been : Be not overcome of apy ſuſpicion z I truſt in 
God , theLord, who knir us uh bo » thall keep.us to- 
gether. Itis time now , that the lambs of Jeſus ſhould 
all run together , when the wolfis barking arthem.; yet 
I know, cre Gods bairns want a croſs, theit love nota 
themſclves ſhall be a croſs 5 bur our Lord giveth loye for 
anotherend. I know , you will with love covet infir- 
mities: and our Lord pive you wiſdom in all things ; 1 
thiok love hath broad ſhoulders, and will bear” many 
thivgs, and yet neither faint , nor ſweet , nor fall under 
the burden, Commend me to your Husbandabd _ 
| | Grize 
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Ely Ithinledi ber Fon! ſeſus bein the Futttice with 
her, and chen the will pe finoak , and nor burn: deſire 
Mr, R obert,'ro excuſe my nor fecing of him'arbis hoaſt : 
Thave myownrteaſons therefor,” 'Gritt , mercy & prace 

be withyou. i tals. ries 
«Awwotly April 25.1634. | © Yours inbir feet Lord 

* | _ leſus, SR, + 
T7 MARION McKNAUGHT.. 
Miſtreſs ; | 

Y deareſt love in Chriſt remetnbred,, lentreat you 
chatge your ſoul to reruch to ref, andro glorify 
your deareſt Lord in believing; and know , that tor rhe 
will of him that dwellerh in the baſh”, chebarnwg 
f& ſhall norbe conſumed to albes; but Deke. 1 3-v. 16, 
Bleſſing 5hall come on the htad o oj and upon the top 
of the bead of bim, that * mas ſepir From his brethren? 
And /are "not the ſaints ſeparat from their brethren, 
aud Told 'and hated ? for Gen. ' 44; ver. 23, The 
archers have ſorely grieved Ioſeph , "and 5hot at him and 
bated him. Ver. 14, but his bow abode in ſtrength, and the 
arms of his hands Were made ſtrong by. the hands of the 
mighty God of lacob. From him is the ſhepherd and the 
ſtone of {ſree!: the ſtone of {ſrae/ſhall nor be brokenin 
pieces;It is hammered gpod by the children ofthis world, - 
and we (hall live and nar die. Our Lecd has done alt this, 
to ſee if we will belicye, and nor give over; and 1 am per- 
ſwaded, you muſt of neceſſity ſtick by your work. The 
eye of Chriſt barly been upon all*this buſineſs'; ' and he 
Apes heed roo, who is for him , and whos 
gainſt him, Let us do our part , as we would be approved 
of Chriſt. The Son'of God is neat to tis enemies; if they 
were not deaf; rhey'tnay licar rhe dinn of his feet, and he 
will come with « ſtar tupon hisweepiog baitns , and rake 
them on his knee ,"and lay their head in his boſome , aud 
dry their watery eyes; and this day" is faſt ' coming, 
Yet 4 little time wid the viſton«swill ſpeak, it will not 
tarry, Hab. 2. Theſe queſtions berwixt us and 'our 
adverſaries will ul be decided; in yonder day, when the 
Son of God thall cone, and ridd all pleas'> and ir will de 
ſeo ,* whether we'dr they have beeiy*for Chriſt, and 
"- Cc.7 who 
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who baye berg pleading tc yl enreningir wha 
| aÞ 
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wy {hall {es who + Mar ay ; .theretore we 
19to our tham<- 


mult poſſeſs our ſouls.in paticnce ,, & go 
ber, and reſt, atk ar | EA als e ſhall nor 
weep » Whenovr Lord thall take as up , 48 the day 
that hg reth his jewels : and Mal. 3. ver. 16. They 
that feared the Lord ſpoke often one to another , and the Lord 
bear kned, and heard it « «xd. g bookof remembrance was writ- 
ten before bum, for them that feared the Lord, and thought up- 
on his ngme, And | (hall geyer be af agother faith,but ogr 
Locd is beating afurpace fot the caemies of his kitkin 
Scot laxd, [tis true', the [poi 7: Took hath play'd the 
> ne and hath tk: her firſt Hulþaad , andthe cnemics 
think they, offend not , for we have fuincd againſt che 
Locd; buc they ſhall .get zhe devil ts. their thanks ; the rod 
ſhall be. caſt into the Hre, that, we may ling, as in the days 
of our youth. My. dear friend , therefore lay down your 
head upon, Chrilt”s breaſt, Weep nor , the Iyaa gf che 
tribe of Judab will'aciſe, The (ya is gone down upon 
the prophets,, and out goldis become dim , and the Lord 
th his people with waters of gall and wormwood; 
yer Chriſt ſtandech bur behind che wall , his bowels are 
morcd for Scotland; he waiterh ( as {/aieh faith ) thar he 
may thew mercy, If we could gohome, and takeour 
bretheen with.us Weeping, with our face toward Zion, 
alking the: way thitherward , he would. bring back 
our captivity. We may not think that God has po care of 
his own hoaaur : - while men trcad 1c wnder their feet , he 
will cloch himſelf wuh yengeance,, as.witha cloak, and 
appear againſt our cugmies ior our deliverance. Ye were 
never yer beguiled, and God will not now begin with 
youp weeſtle {hll-with che Angel of the Coveuant, and you 
thall gee che bleſſing ; tighi, be delighreh co be overcome 
by wreſtling: commend me to Grizel; defire her to learn 
to. know rae adverſaricsof the Lord, and to take them as 
her adyerfariey,, andco learn to know ibe righr gare in ro 
the Son of God; O bur acquaintance. with the ſan-of God, 
to ſay » my elbeloved is nune pn] 16cf ry ,;is2 [weert and 
glorious courle of life,” that nang know, bur choſe who 
are ſealed & marked 3p the fore-head wig, Chaſt's mark, 

, all 
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=p - new name , that Chrill wanath upon his owns, 

race, grace ang mercy be wich you. =—_— 

cAnwoth, Sept. 2 5. 163 4. 2 Yours in Chriſt, S. R,, 


For MARION McENAUGHT. 
Welbeloved Miſtreſs ; APY 147 » 

| bw - you in the name of the San of God, ro ceft up- 
ongourrock, that is higher chap your (eli; bewor ab- 
fraid 7 man who 1s avorm,nor for.the5on of man,who 
thall dic;lex God he your fear, Eacoyrageyour Huſband: 
I would counſel you to. write, io. Edinburgh. to ſame ad+ 
wſcd. lawyers, io underſtand what your Hulband , astbe 
ens mas in oppohog any antruded miniſter 

azd in lys carriage towarg ihe new Prelat, if he comman 
es (odppelon or lay hands upon any ; ang;. ma words 
w farhe may in, his ofice diſobey a Prelat , wuhour 
pgcr.of law; for if the Bishop come to your Town, and 
nd pot obedience to his hearts x05 hike he will command 
the Provoſt to.affift him,againlt God and the trath:ye will 
have more courage under the peſecution; Fearnot , raks 
Chriſt-caution, who ſaid , Luk, 2k, 18, There 5hall not one 
bair of your head per;sh. Chrilt yyill vor be iv your commen 
to have.you giving out. avy thivg for hum , and nor give 
ou allincomes with advantage, It is. big honour , his 
ene ſhoulT oo: be herried and undone ip uy ſrvice ; 
you werenever honoured till now. And if your Huſ- 
baud beche firſt-Magiſtrac , who ſhall luffer for Chrifts 
name in this perſecuuon, he may rejoyce that Chriſt kath 
put the firſt garland epop his head, & upon yours, Truch 
will yer keep the grown of the Caſſey 1a Scotland Chriſt 
and rub ace ſtrangenough. They Judge us uOW , We 
ſhall one day judgechem , and fir on twelve rhranes and 
jadgerhe trwel ye unbes. Believe, believe, far they dare nor 
pray,they dare uot look Chriſt w the face; they have been 
falſe to Chriſt; and he will nor fit wich the, wroug ;. ye 
kaow, it is nor our cauſe , forif we would quit our Lord, 
we.miphr fl:ep for the preſent in a ſound {kin , and keep 
our place, meansand honout , and be dear tocbem alſo. 
Bur ſer us once pur all we have over 30 Chats band ; fear 


otfar my papezs;'1 ſhall diſpatch them, bar ye will be 
6xamuncd. tor 


cd.tor them 3 the, fpirie (pbjeſys give you. ioward 
| ; Peace, 


” «ts , Mr. Rurnisnrooky's Ppiſt, 3 4- 
peace , defire 4m Hiband fromthe to prove honeſt to 
Chriſt, be ſhall nor begbſer &t Chtiſtshand. 

efrwoth, Joly $1635. Yours ever his ſ<veet 


Med LOBS> - * Lord Jeſus, $. R. 
Fir MARTON  MeKNAUGHT. 
"© "Welbeloved Siſter ; 5 


My: in Chriſt remembered. 1 hear of good fiews 
/T ancnt "our kitk"; Vut Lfear chat our King will 
not be reliſted, 8 therefore let us not be ſecure & careleſs. 
I do wotdet if this kirk come not thropgh ourLord's far, 
fivice there isf6 mich chaff in ir ; howbeit 1 perſwade 
my ſelf, rhe'Son of Gods' wheat will not be blown away. 
Let us be PREY on Gods armour , and be ſtrong in che 
Lord. Tf the Foil and Zions Enemics ſtrick n; br in 
thatarmotr, let our Lord fee ro thar, ler usputitvn, 
and ftand. We have Jeſus on our fide; and chey are 
vor worthy ſuch a Captaih', who would not take a blow 
ar his back. * We are in fght of his colours: © His ban- 
her bycr us is love, Look up to that white banneFand 
ſtand, Iperſwade you'inthe Lord of vitory. My Brother 
writeth ro me of your heavineſs, and of temprationsrhat 
preſs youfote; TI am content-it be {ſo : you bear abour 
with'yon the, marks of the-Lord Jeſs: {6 was it- with 
our Lords ApPofMe, when he was to cotewith the golpel 
to Macedonia, 2 Cor.'7. 5. His fleſh had noreſt; he was 
troubled on eyety fide, 'avd kntw wor What fideto'rorn 
him oro, wichout were fightiogs,” and within were 
fears. Inthe grear work of our redemprion, your lovely, 
beaurifut, and glorious friend, & wiſdcloyed Jeſos, was 
bronghrrotears and ſtrong cries ;  ſoas his face was wet 
with tears,” andVlood , ariſing from a holy fear and the 
weight'ot the coarſe. © Taks a drivk*of the Sonof God's 
cup”, and love irthe berrer , ''thar he drank of ir before 
you. "Thereis no poyſon'in it. 1 wonder many times, 
rhatever a child of Goa ſhould have x fa heart , con- 


fideting whartheit Lord is preparing for them. 1s your 
5 mindrroubled anemrhat buſineſs, 'we havcnow in 
rand tHEdinb F'truft in myLord,theEord ſhall in the end 
ve to you your hearrs defire , even howbeit the bufinefs 
Ge Lotefhall feed your foul & a> 


rame- nor; the: 


3-3-5; 3-2» 3-B-E ETD ES 


Epilt. 3 4. ELLESSR, ; 617 
ſoolsin chat Town , therefore I requeſt you in the Lord, 
y for a ſubmisfivewill, and pray as your Lord Jeſus 
ba! ou,thy will be done in earth,as it is in :And let it 
be, that your faith be braogled withremprarions, Believ® 
ye , thatthere's & tree in our Lords garden, that is not | 
often ſhaken with wind from all the fourairths; ſurely 
there is . ' Rebuke your ſoul, as the Lords Propher 
doth Pſabn 42. Why art thou caſt down O my ſoul !' why 
art thou diſquieted within me | That was the word of a 
man, who was at the yery overgoing ofthe brace, and 
mountain ; bur God held a grip of him. Swin through 
Fon temptarions and troubles, to be ar that lovely amia- 
perſon Jefus, to whom your foul is dear. Inyour 
fempcations run to the promiſes,they be our Lords bran- 
ches hanging over the water , rhat oor Lord's filly hatf- 
drowned obs ret may take a grip of them : If you lee 
thargrip go , you will to the ground: Are you troubled 
with the caſe of Gods Kirk? our Lord will cvermore have 
her berwixt the ſinking and the ſwiming : He will have 
ber going through a thouſand deaths , and through hell 
as acteple woman , halting , and-wanting the of 
her one fide, Micah 4.6, 7. that God may. be' her ſtaff; 
Thar broken {hip will come to land, 'becauſe Jeſus is che 
Piſor : faint not , yowhall ſeethe alvationof God ; elſe 
fay , that God never ſpake his word by my mouth ; and I 
had rather never have been born, ere « were ſo with me; 
but my Lord hath ſealed me. Idarenot deny; I bavealſo 
been in heavine(s, fince I came from-you-, fearing for my 
unthankfulneſs ,' thar I be deſerted; but the Lord will be 
kind to me, whether 1 will or-noc. Lrepoſe that much 'in 
his rich grace , that he will be loath rochange upon me. 
As youJove me, pray for me inrchjs particular, After 
adviſing with Carletoun, T have written to Mr. David 
Dicks0n ancnt Mr, Hugh McK ail; anddefired him to write 
his mind to Carletoun ;. and Carietoun'to Edi » thac 
mop mangeaplacty remember Mr, Hugh to the Lord 
Ox: rs Wah coavement:iguſty bearer by Gods 
wondertul-provi - No turther;l recommend youto 
the Lords grace, aud-your huſband aud children... The 
Lord Jeſus be with your Spiric. 
Edinburgh. Yours. in «the Lord, WY ; 
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Miſtreſs ; | ; 

T Had nox time to: give my advice to your Daughter 

> Grezel; You (hall carry my words thezefore to her : 
Show her now.,; that in reſpect of her render age , ſhe is 
10.2 manner as clean paper , ready to receive either good 
orill; andhat.ic were a ſweet and glorious thing for her, 
ro give her (cl up to-Chriſt, char Fe may write upon her 
his fathers name, and his own new name ; And defire her 
to-acquaint her (ct with che book of Gol : the promiles, 
that our Lord writes upon his own , and performeth ia 
them and for them, are-contained there. I perſwade you, 
whea I chink that ſhe is in the company ot ſuch parents, 
and hath occaſion to learn Chriſt, Ithink Chriſt is woo- 
ivg herſoul: And Ipray God, ſhe may not refuſe {uch a 
huiband;: and therefore I charge her , and beſeechherby 
the mercies of God ,._ by the wognds andblood of Him 
whodied4or her; by the worth of truihyy which ſhe hears 
and can zcad , /by the'coming ot the Sonof God to judge 
the World ,' that he would tulfil ye or. joys. and learn 
Chriſt,aod walkin Chrift:, She {hall think chis the reuth. 
of God, many;years afrerithis ; and L will promile to my 
ſelf, inreſpe& ofthe beginuings thas I have leen gthar (he 
ſhall giveher (ef to.him, that gare himſelf for tec ; Let 
her beginerprayer ;; - for if {he remember her-Creacor in 
the days of her yomths be will claim-kindne(s to her in hec 
oid age: Is ſhall be a-part. of my prayers; that this may 
beeffcuar in her, by him whois able to doexceeding a- 
boundantly : to whaſc grace again recommend you, & 
her, and all yours, FF: | 


\For; MARION McKNAU GHT. 


Welbeloved Sifter.;. of. PÞ ? | 
I! Knowyou have heard of thie:ſucceſs of our buſineſs in 
Edinburgh. © 1'docevcry preibyrerydayſerthe faces of 
my bcertiren- ſmiling upon me , but their tengues convey 
reproaches and lies dt mea hundred milesoff, and bave 
made meodious tothe Ris hop of Faint . Andrews, who 
ſaid ro Mr, W. D. that Miuiſters in Gelloweywers his 10- 
formers ; 'whereupen a0. letter of favour could be y- 
; cur 
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hom him, foreffeQuaring of oor buſineſs; only Z 
ambrought in the mouth of men , who otherwiſe knew 
me not, and have power ( if God ſhall permir ) ro harm 
me; yet 1 exicrear you , inthe bowelsof Chriſt jeſus , be 
not caſt down, 1 fear your ſorrow exceed becauſe of this; 
and Iam not fo careful for my ſelf in rhe marrer ,-as for 
you, "Take courage , your deareſt Lord ſhall light yoor 
candle, which the wicked would fain blow out : 8s ſure 
as our Lord liveth, your ſoul ſhall find joy and comfort in 
this buſineſs. Howbeir you ſee all the hounds in hell ler 
looſe ro mar it. - Their Iron chains to our dear and 
mighty Lordare burftraws, which he caveafily break.” 
Ler notthis rempration ſtick in your throat , ſwallowit, 
and lep1rge down, our Lord give you a drink of the con- 
folations of his ſpirit, that is may digeſt: you never knew 
oncin Gods book- who pur te their hand to the Lords 
work for his kirk, bat the world and: Satan did bark 2- 
gainſtrhem, and bite alſo where they had power. You 
will not lay one ſtone on Zions wall, hon they will labour 
rocalſt ir down again: and 'for'my ſelf ;,*the Lord lerteth 
me ce now greacer evidences ofacalling to K. then evet 
he'did before, and therefore prayzand poſtefs your ſonal in 
patience, "Theſe that wete doers in the buſineſs have 
good hopes tharit will yet go forward and proſper. As 
the death of the King of Sweden ( which is thoughr to 
be too true) wecan'do nothing elſe , bur reverence out 
Lord, who does not ordinarily beld Zion &t ber rock by 
the ſword , and arm of flefh and blood ; bur by his own 
mighty, and ourſtrerched arm,” Her King, that reigneth 
in Zion, yet liveth, & they are pladking him roundabour, 
to pull him off his throne ; ' bur” his Father' has' crowned 
him ; and who dare ay, it i#-if done? the Lords bride 
will be ap and down,” bovethe* witer (wiming, and un- 
der the water ſinking; until her lovely and miphry Redce- 
mer and Huſband ſct his head*thorow theſe ſkies), and 
come with his fair cotirt; torid-all their plea's), and give 
them the hoped-for mheritance,, and 7 wm we (ball lay 
down our ſwords and triumph , and fightno more : bur 
do not think for all this, that our-Lotd & chief ſhepherd 
will want one weak ſheep; orthe Gillieſtdying lamb, thiit 
he has redeemed. He will tell his Socks. and gather th or 
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all cogether,& make a taithful account of ther ro che Fa- 
ther, who gave them co him. Let us now leaxn to turn our 
eycs oft men , that our whorith bearrs doce nor op them, 
& wooc our old Huſband , & make bim ourdarling; for 
fer. 24. 27. Thus ſaith the Lord to the enemies of Zion, drink 
ye CT be drunk; & ſpuetyfall,and riſe no more, becauſe of the 
ſword that I ſend emongſt you. V, 28. CT it shall beyif they re- 
fuſe to take the cup in thy hand to drink, then shall thou ſay to 
themythus ſaith the Lord of hoſts ye 5hall certainly drink. You 
ſec our Lord brewing a cup of poyſoy for hisenemics, 
whichthey muſt drink, & becauſe of this have ſore bowels 
& lickſtomachs, yea-burſt : But: ler; 40; 4. when Zions 
captivity isatan end, The children of 1ſraclshall come, they 
and the children of ludah together ,going end weeping they 5hall 
g9,and ſerch the Lord their God. V. 5. they shall ash the way 
to Zion, with their faces dbieheraedl vying, come, CT let «5 
joyn our ſelves to the Lordgin an ever venant that shall 
not be forgotten. This x to us & for us, who with 
woe hearts alk, what i the way to Zion.'It is our part,who 
know:'how to go to our Lords door,% to knock by pray- 
cr, & how to lift Chriſty Not, &(huc-the bar of his cham- 
ber door, to complain & tell him,how the world handles 
us, and how our Kings butneſs goes, that hemay grr up, 
& leud them a blow, wanor agiihs and p with y 
Chriſt and his ſpouſe. You have alſo,DearMiſtreſs,houle 
troubles, in is of your Heſband and bairns,, and in ( 
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iling of your houſe by thieves; take theſe. rods in pa- 
nence from your Lord,he muſt ſtill move-you from veſlcl 
to veſlel,& grind you avour Lords wheat , to be bread in Wi 
his bouſe; bet all theſe trokes arc oyer your head, M 
what will you-ſay-, co ſee your welbeloved Chriſts white | 
& ruddy fare, even his face ,-who'is worthy. to bear the a 
colours amongren thouſand , Cant,y. Hope & believe Ge 
to theend.. Grace for evermore be multiplied upon, you, e 
your Huſband, andchildrep, Ed 

. Edinburgh, -Yaur:own in his deareſt-Lord leſus, $. R. 


T MAR'VON McKN AU GH T. 
| My dear andivelbeloved in Chriſt ; 
T An-yet under trial,and have appearcd before Chriſt's 
; forbidden. Lords, for; a reftumony againſt him 
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Chriſt's 


\ them 


The 


a nd from the high lands of Arg my Lord of Loyn, 


be. 
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RN dr nad the reſt rempred me with queſtions, 


thing belonging to my ſummons, which I wholly 
—__ notwithſtanding of his threats. My newty 
printed book againſt . Arminians was qne challenge ; not 
lording theprelat# another: che kk rec ef ths Biceps, 
when [came in, looked more aſtoniſhed than 1, & heard 
me withfilence. Some ſpoke forme; but my Lord ruled 
itſo ; as lam filled withjoy in myſaftcrings , and Lind \ 
Chriſt's croſs ſweet. What uy intend againſt rhe next 
day, I know got. Be not ſecure,but pray. Our Bisbop of 
Galloway ſaid , if the Commuſſieon ſhould not give him his 
will of me, with an oath ( he ſaid ) be would write to 
the King. The Chancellor fammoned mEin judgment, to 
appear that day eight days, My Locd has _— mea 


who hath done as much as was within the compals of his 
power. God gave me favour in his eyes. Mr, Robert 
Glendoning is falenced, till he accept a colleague, We hope 
todeal yer for him. Chriſt is worthy to be intruſted : 
your Huſband Tet pq ancaſy and way of his baſi- 
neſs, Yeand1 (hall ſee the falyarion of God upon 
Joſeph, ſeparat from his brethren, Grace be with you. 
Edinburgh. Yours in Chriſt, S. R. 


For MARION McKNAUGHT. 
Honoured and deareſt inthe Lord ; 
Race,mercy & peace be toyou:1 am well, & wy foul 
proſpers: I find Chriſt with me. I burden no man; I 
waur nothiug; no face looks on me, bur it laughs on me. 
Sweet,[weet ts the Lords croſs. I overcome my heavineſs. 
My —_ love- blinks farten my weary ſoul. 1go 
oh to my Kings palace at c Aberdeen : rongue, and pen, & 
wit cannot expreſs my joy. Remember my love to lean 
Gordon, to my Siſter, [can Brown, to Grizel, to your Hus- 
bend: thus in haſt, grace be with you. 
Edinburgh, Aptil 5. 4636, Yours in his only, only Loxd 


leſus, S. R. 

| A Poſtſcripr. 
MY charge is to you to believe , rejoyce , fing and 
triumph, Chriſt has ſaid co me, mcrcy, mercy, 
grace and peace tor Marion Macknaught. 


For 


For MARLON Mc KNAUGHT, 
V'Vorthy and deareſt in our Lord ; 

I Rejoyce, you arca pattaker of che ſufferings of Chriſt: 
faint not; Keep breath ; believe, howbcic men and 
Huiband and friends prove weak, yer your ſtrength failerh 
wor. (tis norpride for a drowning manto grip tothe rock, 
'Ir is your glory tolay hold on your rock.O woman greatly 
beloved! I ceſtifie,and I avouch it in my Lord,the prayers, 
you ſent to heaven theſe many years by gone , are come 
up before the Lord, and (hall not be forgotten. What ic is 
that will come [ cannot cell;bat I koow as the Lord lives, 
theſe cryes thall bring down mercy. charge you, & theſe 
ple with you, to go on withour fainting or fear, & (till 
#r-12h and take no nay-ſay. It you leave off, the field is 
loſt ; it you continue, our enemies ſhall be like a torrering 
wall and a bowing fence, I writeit, (and keep this letter) 
utrer, utter deſolation (hall be ro your adverſaries, and to 
the haters of the virgin daughter of Scotland, The bride (hall 


walls and bulwarks. The dry olive tree ſhall bud again, & 
the dry dead bones (hall live , for the Lord {hall prophecy 
tothe dry boues,& the ſpirit ſhall come upon them, & we 
thall live.I rejoyce to hear of lobn Carſen; l{thall not forger 
him, Remember me to Grizel and lean Brown. Your Huſl. 
band hath made me heavy.But be couragious in the Lord. 
I ſend bleſſings to Samuel and YFilliam. Shew them, that [ 
will chem to ſeek God in their youth, Grace is yours. 
eAberd.July8.1537. Yours in bis ſweet Lord leſus,S R, 


For MARION Mc KNAUGHT. 
Much honoured aud deareſt in our ſweet Lord leſus ; 
Race mercy & peace from God our Father & from 
our Lord Jeſus. 1 know the Lord will do for your 
Town. 1 hear the Biſhop is affraid rocome amongſt you ; 
for ſoit is ſpoken in this Town , and many here rejoyce 
now to pen a (application to the Cowncil, for bringing me 
home to my place, and for repairing other wrongs done 
in the country , and ſee if you can procure thar three or 
four hundred in the country,noblemen, gentlemep,coun- 
trymen and Citizens ſubſcribe it, the moe the berrer, lt 
may beir aftrighethe Biſhop , and by law no advantage 
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yer fing, as inthe daysof her youth, Salvation ſhall be her 
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can be raken againſt you for it. I have not time to write 


to Carletoun and Knokbrex, but1 would you did (peak 
theminir , and let them' adviſe with Carletoun. Mr. i. 
thioketh well of it , and 1 thipkethers thall approve it. I 
am ſtill in good caſe with Chrift, courc 18 no leſs 
then is _—_— door of the Bridegroom $ houſe of wine ts 
open , when ſuch a poor ſtrangeras 1 come « thore,l 


change, bur Chriſt abides ſtill the ſame. They have putour 


my one poor eye; my only joy, to preach Chriſt,and to go 
errands berwixt him and his bride. What my Lord will 
do with me 1 know nor. It is like I ſhall noe winrerin cA- 
berdeen; bur where it (hall beelſe 1 know not. There are 
ſome bloſlomings of Chriſts kingdom in this Town, and 
theſmoak is riſing and the Miniſters are raging bor T 
love a rumbling& a toaring devil beſt. I beſcech you in the 
Lord,my dear Siſter, wait for the ſalvation ofGod.Slack not 
our hands in meeting to pray. Fear not fleth and blood. 
e have been all over-feated, and that gave lownes the 
confidence, to ſhut me out of Gallowey, Remember my 
love to lobn Carſen& Mr. lohn Brown. 1 never could get 
my love off thar man; I think Chriſt hath ſomething ro 
do with him.Defire your Husband from me,nort tothink ill 
of Chrift for his croſs. Many mis-ken Chriſt ,, becauſe he 
bath che croſs on his back; buthewill cauſe us all laogh 
yer. I befeech you, as ye would doany thing for me , re- 
member my lady Mer ſhal to God, and ber fon the Earl-of 
Marshall, eſpecially her Chriſtian daughter , my lady Pit- 
ſligo, 1 fhall $9 ro death with it, that Chriſt will return a- 
4 


gain to Scotland, with ſalvation in his wings, and to Gal- 
loway, Grace be with you. 
eAberd. Sept. 7.1637. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
leſus , S. R. 


To MARION Mc KNAUGHT, 
Zach, 12. 3. «And in that day, I will make leruſalem a bur- 
denſome ſtone for all people,all that burthen themſelves with 
it Shall becut inpieces; though allthe people of the earth be 

gathered together againſt it. 

-. þ Felbeloved Siſter ; 

Have becn ſparing to write untoyou, becauſelwas hea- 
ry atthe proceeding of ur late Parliament, where law 
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ſhould haye been. They would not give our Lord Jeſus 
fair law and fultice, nor the benefit of the houſe , to bear 


either rhe j ſee ances or tht humble ſupplications of 
the {crvants A - 


God: nothing reſts bur that we lay our 
neon crowucd King Jeſus , who reigns in 
'Zion. | And howbcit itbe true, that the ats of Perth aſ- 

for conformity are eſtabliſhed, and the Kings 
power , toimpole ſuyplice and other maſs apparel upon 
Miniſters , be confirmed ; yet what men conclude is nor 
ſcripture. Kings have ſhore arms to overturn Chriſts 
throne , and our Lord hath been wakecing and ſtandin 
upon his feet, at this Parliaments when fifteen Earls _ 
Lords and forty four commiſſioners for burrows, with ſome 
Barrons have voted for our kirk, in faceofaKing , who 
with much aweand terrour, with his ownhand wrore 
up the voters for , or againſt himſelf, Long before this 
kirk , inthe 2 Pſalm , the ends of the earth, Scotland and 
England, were gitted of the Father to his ſon Chriſt ; and 
that is an old at of Parliament, decreed by our Lord, and 
printed four rhouſaud years ago. Their atts are bur yer 
printing. The firſt at ſhall ſtand , ler the Potentares of 
the world , who love Chriſts room better than himſelf, 
rage as they pleaſe, Tho the mountains be carried into 
the midſt of the fea , yer there is a river that cometh our 
of che ſanctuary , and the ſtreams of it refreſhthe city of 
God. That well is not yer cried dowa in Scotland , nor 
canirtdry up ; therefore ſtill believe , and truſt in Gods 
falyation. If you knew the whole p—__ it is the 
Lords mercy , that matters have gone at our Parliameur, 
as they have gone. The Lord Jeſus, in our Kingscars, to 
his great provocation and grief , hath gorten many wit- 
nefſes; and we ſaw inall,che ſon of God overturning their 
policy, and making the world know, how well he loyes 
$ 
bl 


oor ſan-burne bride in Scotland. The Lord liveth, & 

ed be the God of our ſalvation. For the matter be- 
ewixt your Hucbandand C. I cruſtin God ir ſhall bere- 
moved : it hath grieved me yaray apr [£-h I have dealr 
with Carletown,and ſhall deal;pur ir off your ſelf upon the 
Lord, thatit burchen you nor.I have heard of your Daugh- 
ter's marriage, I pray the Lord Jeſus to/{ubſcribe the con- 


eaſt , andbe arthe banquet , as he was at the marriag® 
a 
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in Cane of Galily, Show her. from 'mc, that tho it he ttue, 


that Gods children have prayed far her , yet che promiſe 
+ of God is made ro her. prayers & ſaith cſpeeially;& there- 
fore CIO cotreat ig ro rr ng 187 be at the 


weddiog, Let ker give Chriſt che love of her vitginiry & 
el EE TE him faclt, as her Huſbavd , and that 
macch ſhall bleſs the other. Ir is a vew wotld The 'en- 


. terech into, and therefore hath need bf new «cquaiorance 


with theSou of God,& of a renewing of her love to him, 
whole love is better then wine. 1 Cor. 7. 29. The time js 
short, let the marrie# be as the they were tat married, Yer. 
they that weep , 4s tho they weeped not; they that rejoyce , as 
& P 
though they rejoyced xot ; they that buy , as tho they poſſeſſed 
not,her.z 1. They that uſe this world as tho they uſed it nct ; 
for the fashion of the world paſſes away. Graceygrace be her 
portion from the Lord. 1 know you have a care on you of 
it, thatall be right z bur ler Chciſt bear all , you need uor 
pity him (it 1 may fay ſo) put him to it, heisſtrong 
cnough. T he (pirir of che Lord Je;us be with you. 
Aberdeen. Your friend in his deareſt friend 
Chfilt Jeſus, $. R. 


— — 


For MARION Mc KN'AUGHT. 
My dear and welbeloved Siſter ; 
G Race mercy and peace be to you, I am well, honour 
to God. 1 have been before a court ſer up within me 
of &rrors and challenges ; but my ſweet Lord Tefus hath 
taken the mask off hus face, and faid kiſs thy fill; and 
will net ſmother nor conceal my King Jeſus his kindneſs : 
he hath broken in upon the poor priſoners ſoul, Lke the 
ſwelling of Jordan. lam bevk ynd brim-ful, a grear 
high ſpring de of the conſolations of Chriſt , hath over- 
flowed me. I would not give my weeping, for the 
fourticen Prelats laughter , they have ſent me here to 
ſeaſt with my Kiog. His (piknard caſterh a ſweet ftwell. 
The bridegrooms love hath run away with my hearr. O 
love, love, love! © fwettaremy royal Kings chains. I 
care not for fire noc torture. How ſweet were'ittome , 
to [wit the falt ſea for my new lover, wy ſecond 
Husband, wy firſt Lord, 1 _ you in the name 
D 5 0 
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.of God, nor fo SIO: FRY into the 
rin ; of hoſts, the propher is the rail. 
odd eve the rail from Scotland. Take your comfort 
not,, deſpond.not ; pray for my poor flock. 1 
per on-my foul fortheir ſalvation. 1 


and - T: 
would -take« 
Fear, the ofa hirecling upon my labours there cur 
off myliſe with ſorrow. There | wreftled wich the angel 
and prevailed : wood, trees, medows , and hills are my - 
-wirneſfes, Idrew on a fair meeting berwixt Chriſt ard 


cAnwoth. My love to your Husband ,to fear Carletors, 
to my beloved Brother Knokbrex : forget not Chriſt's ] 
Priſoner: 1 long for aletter under your own hand, | 
£<Aberdcen, Nov.22, Your Friend and'Chriſt's Priſoner,S.R. k 
— w_ þ "I 
For MARION McKNAUGHT. f 
Ady dearly beloved Siſter; a 
(3 Race Mercy and Peace to you ; I complain that Gad- u 
loway is bot kiad to me m paper : | have received F 4+ 

ao letters theſe fixteen weeks bur-two : 1am well, my ir 
priſon is 2 palace ro me, and Chrifts banqueting- houſe. Fe 


My Lord Jeſus is as kind as they call him: Oh thac all H 
Scotland knew my caſe, and had parc of my raft! Ichatge [| 
you in the naine of God, I charge you to believe; Fcar not 
the ſons of men, the worms thall cat them, To pray and 
believe now, when Chriſt ſeems to give you anay- ' ry 'S 
more then was before ; Die believing, dic and Chriſts 
promiſcin your hand. Idelire, Lrequeſt, |chatg- your B: 
-Husband aod that rown, to ſtand tor the truth of the k 
goſpel. Coatend with Chriſt's enemies; and 1pray you , bei 
ſhaw all profeſſors,you know, my caſe. Help meto praiſe, de « 
The Miniſters bere.invie me , they will have my priſ@n be 
chaoged. My motherhath born me a man of contention, Lor 
and one that ftriveth with che whole earch. Remember toy 


©y lovero.your Husband, Gracebe wichyoy, _ hag 
" ban. lan.z.1637. Yoursin theLord,S,R. I (h; 
FI Ow 
Fer MARION McKNAUGHT. oo 
"Loving and dear Siſter; their 
Race, mercy aud peacebeco-you:; Yaur Lerter hath W wyoy 

{ Teahicives my ſaul : You ſhaH norhave my advice to 


Make haſte ro go out of that tomn.ztor if you remove out 
of 
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keudbright, they w1ll cafily andoe all': You are ar 
work, and in bis way there? be-{ffrong in the Lord: 
the Devil is weaker they you are, ſtronger is he 
Char isin you, than he tharis in the World ;* Your care. of 
.ard love towards me, now priſoner of Chriſt,is 
laid up for you ig'Heaven, and you ſhall know , that it is 
come up in temembrance before God, Pray , pray for my 
&folarBock, & ive them your counſel , when you meer 
with any of mem. ir{balt be my et to hear, that « 
wolf enter i oy labours;burif the Lord permir ir, 
1 muitbe file, My'{kie will clear ; for Chriſt layeth my 
headin his boſome, & admirterh me rofean there. 1 never * 
knew before, what his love was in ſuch a meaſure: lf he 
leave me, he leaves mein pain,and fiok of love;and yer my 
ficknels is myTiſe & health :1 have a fire within me:l defic 
all the Devils io-hell,and all the Prelats in Scotland, to cit 
water on it: 1 rejoice ar your courage faith. Pray ſtill, as 
if I were on my journey toxome,& be your PMor : Whac 
1r0n gates or barrs arcable to-ſtand ir out againſt Chrilt 2 
For when he blowerh,they open to him, I remember your 
Husband. Grace, grace be with you. 

eAberdeen, March.11. +637» 


Yours in bis ſweet 
Lord leſus, S.R. 


For GRISSAL FULLER TOWN. 
Miſtreſs ; 
R Ememberiog well whatrelation1had to your (now 
bleſled and perfected wich glory } dear Mother, aud 
being caufident your (elt looks that way, which (exceptE 
decrcroally loft) is rbe wayof peaceand of life, I ſhould 
be ungrate ro'forgerthoſe, whom by the Covenant of tte 
Lord i-cannot but remember ro God, I will ſpe:k nothing 
toyouot the preſent (ad differences ; bur if 1 have, or ever 
had any nearjiefs ro God, that orher way , which | ceuſt 
I ſhall never follow,is theway of man ; & for the preſenc 
powers, Ifuffer trom them , and look for more: God 
Hath a controverſy with tzemz ard my ſoul emer notinie 
their ſectcers. "Only 1 (Fonld beleech,requeſt, and obicſt 
you inthe Lord and by your-appearaace before Chiilt, 
follow-the way ofthe Lord ard the ieps trode by the 
graciout/in that place, whicht' c Lord fe.)owed with life 
| Du L +. 
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and power, My heart is filled yith ſorrow, confidering 
what commumyzon with God ſome of thar Cotntrey had, 
andbow much, they were in cdifyipg and helping one 
another in his way, and how little of that there is nowin 
that Countery, Your Mothyr keeped in life to that place , 
and quickened many abour her;to the ſeeking of God. My 
defire ro you is, that you would Tucceed her in that way , 
and be letting a word fall to. your brethren aod others, 
F-. that may encourage them to. look toward the way of 
God ; you will have need of it ere be long :See how you 
may have a gracious Miniſter , apd no Neutral there, 9 
ſacceed & follyw the ſcryant of God, now affeep 'in rhe 
Lord. There is a great & wide difference berween 2 name 
of godlineſs, ad the power of Godlineſs: that is hotceſt, 
when there are feweſt witneſſes, The deadneſs upon 
many ,avd the defetion of the Land is great. * Bleſſed are 
they who (eek the Lord and bis face. 1ſhafl cnrreat you 
to remember me to your Husbend, and all Frieuds: 1 de- 
fire to forget none, who arc in Chriſt. 
Edinburgh, March t 4. Your Brother in the 
1653. Lord, S.R. 


To a Geatle- Woman. 
x Miſtre F; 

I Beſcech you have me excuſed , if the dayly imploy- 

ments of my calling ſhall hinder me to fee you, accor- 
ding asT would wiſh; tor Idarc notgo abroad,fince'many 
of my people me , eaters rime of =_ communion 
draws neat : but frequent rhe company of your worthy & 
honelt hearred Paſtor Bede ne bom the Lord hath 
given che tongue of theſedrned , to miniſter a Word 1a 
due ſeaſon by. 3 weary. Remember me ro him , aad to 
your Husband, The Lord Jefas be with your (pirir. 

Your dffeftionat Friend, $. R. 


- — ——— - S —— ——— 


For WILLIAM FULLERTOWN. 
y Provoſt of Kirkewdbrizht. 
"Much honoured end very dear friend. 
6 Race Mercy'and Peace bero you; Lam in good caſe, 
ES 'blefſed be the Lord , remaining here in this uncouth 


town a priſoncr fer Chriſt and his ruth ; aud 1am not 
alhamed 
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ET bis er s, my foul is comPbtred wich 


bis fyrect preſence; Fat whotil Iufer, I 


au raged, You, to give yout hoogur and authorit 4 
iſt; and be not "diſmayed forfle! 


_ Teh _ you; . 4 for the Lofd, and for his rruth 


and 


there m5 


= feng 
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—_ "ex; wee truch put to the worſe for 
be a friend £6 truth, and will do 

Ge upd tha they have for im and 
3 day is cotoitig, 48 the Court 


| wick men will, weep afceriioon', and . 
fd who weep inthe mocaivg. Let 


.usbebepe at dt bat! falration. Sir ,1 hope l need 
not WRitc.io Joke ar. yo ndacG & love t6 ay þ Brother, 
who is naw tebe diſtreſſed for hy truth of Godjalſwel as 


— kin bed Wo Ae; 


;L pk oy þ ſelt oblige ©f ty , for you, and your 
dey ;'for yourlove 


rofum atdme allo, | I bope obownd ear ains oratin Chriſt 


ſhall yorbelaſcd, Thas tec 


vg.you to the render 


cy and loving- kindoel ; of God, Its 
nas 21,1636: Yout very laving and affe- 


Hioneat Brother, SR, 


oaly,: 


For the right honourable, 
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5 Lord ma lea with me: © 1childe _ 
| beairak dee pear ſeing my fins arid the 


fins « = road deſerved {troaks: vers am Tvbliged ro 


0 «amongſt many crofs hath givew me & 
T6 croſs,coſbffer forche'darncof my Lord 
ve 1 muſt have ow he WoW - | 
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chains on me, watered over With' maby confolations. 
' - Srerng 1 mult baye ſorrow {for Ihave ſinned. O preſerver 
ef mankind) he hach wailed ou” for me joyful ſorrow; 
honeft,, ſpiritual and gloriots ſorrow. My crofſescane 
through mercy and loves fingers, from thr kind hearr'of 
a brother, Chriſt my Lotd ; andxherefore they. muſt be 
ſweet and ſuggard, © whatam 1; foch a Iomp, ſuch a 
rotren maſs of fin, tobe couſted's bairn worthy. io be 
nurcared and ſtrickeo with the beſt, and:moſthonoura- 
hle cod in my Fathers houſe, "The goldta rod;wherewith 
my eldeſt brother, the Lord , heir” oF the inhericance, 
avd his faithful witneſſes were ſtricken withal. It would 
be thought , 1 ſhould be thanKtul atid ttJoyce; but wy 


beholders and loversgia Chril have eyes of fleſh, and: 


have niade my one, co be itn. And 1 am ſome body in 
their books: wy witnels is.above , there are armies of 
thonghis. wichin me, ſaying, the comrace, andlaughing 
archexr wide miſtake. Tf wy inner fide were ſcerr, 'my 
enng-would ſtink, 1 would I6ſc and forfeit love and 


&3 bur 
h made 


Chrilts. lore is more then my, praiſes , and above the 
us of oe nag! Gabriel, and aft rhe mighty hoſts 
that aud before 


d calt down{ co think , thaxmy tout rogue Fand 
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mypollured beat ould come-into help others to ling 


ver the praiſes of the love of Chriſt ; all 1 dow do , is,- 
w-, 10-wilh the quier to. grow throng , and"to growinthe 
me excolliog of Chriſt. Woe, woe is me, for my guiliineſy 
of ſeen to tew + my. hidden wounds (ill bleediog. within 
be me , are before the-cyes of no men bur if my fweeret 
1a Lord jeſus were noi {t{l bathing ; waſhing , balmeiug, 
ke healing aud binding chem up, tlicy thould rot, aud break 
Fa. out to my ſhame, 1 not what will be the cad of my 
ith {uftecing : 1have bur ſeen the one fide of my croſs , what 
ce, will be the other fide he knowerh, who. bath his fice ia 
id Zion, Let him lead me, if it were thorow hell. 1chank 
ny my Lord, my onwaiting and holding my peace; as | dow, 
nd: ro ſec what more Chriſt will do tome , 15 my joy. Oh it 
in my eaſe,joy,plcafure for evermore, were laidin woodlet, . 
of aud in-pledge to-buy praifesto Chriſt | Bur Lam tar trom 
ng this. Ic is ealte for a poor ſoul it: the deep debr of Chriſts 
ny love, to ſpit tariher - 2 he dow leap or jurap, aud :0 feed- 
nd vpon broad withes that Chriſt may be honoured, but in 
1d: pertormance I am ſtark nought. 1 have nothing, nothing , 
ne- | togiveChriſt, bur poverty, except he would comprile. , 
ad and arreiſt my ſoul , and my fove {oh , oh if be would do 
n- that ! ] Lhaveuothipg tor him. He may indeed (cifc upop 
nd adivours perſon, Gilad body; but he hath oo goods for 
&, Chriſt co medle wich.. Bur howgiad ihould my foul be, - 


on if he would forfeic my love, and never give me it again!” 
yu Madam, 1 would be glad to hear:, thac Chriſts claim to 
dir were ſtill che more, and. chat you were = goivg 
-A- forward, 2nd that yon were .nearer him. I dow gor 
ne. honour Chriſt my fel{, bug I with all ochers 0 make 
re- faleto Chriſts houſe z, 1would Ic invite you to go 
ut ys pas welbeloveds houſe pf wipe, and that Yoo my 
de z You _would then fee a, new:;myſtery of love im 


_ Chriſt, you never ſaw before. Lam ſomewhat encoutaged 

"a that your La, is notdiy'and cold ro Chriſts priſovet , as 

ik fomeare. 1 hopeir/ispur up in my Maſtets counr book. 

it. Lam.nec match prjevcd, that my jealoy# Husband break 
be is pieces my Idols, thapeither they dare not , or will noe 

ts dv for me.. My maſter yeedech vas _tbeie help , butthey -- | 
mn peed to be thar ferv;ceableas tohelp him, Aſadaw; Lhavye 
ad bold,as 19 pu:-y0u, and thar (ivect ebuild ,. bn t 

y | Dd, proj. 


of 


C26 Mr. RuUTHERYOORD'S Fpiſt.48 
prayer of My, cAlvdrew Cant. "My. lames Merthi,” the fady 
Leyes, and ſowe others im this countrythat woly” love 
Chriſt; be pleaſed 'toler me hear how the child is. The 


_ 


bl-(ſings that came upon the Kead of loſeph, 2nd the rop of 
the head of hit, who was ſeparated from his brethten; a: 


the good will of him who dwelr an the buth;beſcen vpon 
him &-yon, Madam, I can ſay by forme little expericace, 
more oow they before; bf Chritt to yon. Lam ſtill upon 
thiy, that if you ſeek rhere'a/poſe , x tiiddewrreaſure & a 
gold mine in Chriſt, you never yer {{v, then come & ſee. 
Thus recommending you to 'Godsdeareſtmerey, I reſt, 
Your «wn is bis fujert Lord leſus 
a» -- atalle uce, S,R. 

My Lady Marsbellis very kind 
_ to me, and ker Son alſo. 
eAberdeen, 17.Juny, 16379; 


Fer the right honourable, 
My Lady Vicounteſsoef KENMURE. 
My very Noble and dear Ledy, 

Race,mercy&peace be to you: TheLord has brought 
me {afely to, Aberdeen; I haye gottenLodgiog inthe 
bearts of all 1 meer witktno facethar hasnor ſmiled upon 
me; ooly rhe Indwellersofthis'town arc dry ,\cold , aud 
veral, they conſiſt of Papiſts, # men of Galo's merta}, 
in iy co.rcligjon; and it's. counted po wiſdom bere to 
«pay pb ye peu blenced Miaiſter:But the ſhame 


-of Chriſts croſs ſhall not be'my {hame/” Queenchor ries ar- .. 


tempe ſcems 6 f{eep, becauſe the BrofGellowaywar pleateg 
to {ay ti jhe Treapiery'l hjd committyd-reaſon , which 
word bi Toke mire borrowed teal, So T rhank 
God, who Will fot KiVe hed anthor wy ſoul upon falſe 
grouhd, of 1 a Acad blood; if isderter, ir-be taſtned 
within the vail: Had ty old challetges reviving again, 
#3d my love'6feftyycalonsof Cliilts fore, when 1look 
upon iny own, gllilacſ(s : And Tyerity think, tbe World 
wall ſoft awbpihios of che gate to/Heaven, andthac 


oy Ihall get #vd fad 'begouile for Heaven. for 
dx als theti a cold atd frozen "Lord, Lord: it 
fa 4 way narfowerand Rtraiphrer then we conceire : 
for the I Py Wn0d rugged 


- 


tf! 2 bn 


;thac thay aghes gircth them not 


_ frog boldy. for the ſword of tle. Lord che fogerd of 


s ſweet pre 
taliben dala ar f delry hex: 
rimage, m ce, w 0 7 

vs bY that Chriſt be " mſn of 


Co nnd en 


Go eats Feaſt daygymub K 
pm ens re my {ect og ele 
char love 3 bo 


pkg love of Chriſt 2: wedge 
friſtand.cieuſt a-while,./ v's 


oy Year * 4 3s 
h co diced. ſervants; betrgs hceus live upon hope 
n 0pon hire, - Aadamyour La koowerb, what Chriſt 


" babe » (0 haveall pour love... wo that he allowerh 
: pO: hivle 
-with'Chriſt 1g your loyg, ],veri Anke Chr hath layd, 


"6 gpon-your dear; Child, kerp goodgquarigrs 


1mak weeds. force-bave. lean lhox-my letf; god þe 
hath laid wavy Qarcs .ig; the waters, to "I & hug: home- 
4 Yer Jaug heart co, heaven, Let bias have hisprey he will 
think you. well win, wii he bath gouep. you; jr ts gaed! 
ry haye jecoufeofien, ,audcohave.he door pry OG | 


Loxd.,. zs for Scotland »; ang yetrtwopr ithieeh@ries 
belefrin the top ofcheDOlyertrs., l{.a.mord cando -— 


\,* Broches good Þ3his diſtrels. » } know your La, wilkbe 
Miiliog.aud readyto: ſpeak it, 2pd..more allo. Bangs eg 
"904 wile God) apdyouronly ; only-one,; he who 


went mea 
buſb, be wich'yon., .L-wiite,many kiſſes and 
blefſiags in Chaiſt, to yaur dear Child, the, bleſkngs big 


; Eahers.God;: -tho þicthogy due ro + the father{elpand.the y 
1 widow be Yaurs:and ys. 


een, Yew La in bir only on Land ſu SR». 
-\ Poſtfcripe "V1 (160 

Fy: A D af M; 
E pleaſe at'a fntime » to onſ. my PC oaks FA 4 
mandzit hisbo,, Would be pleaſed. that 1 degicaran- 
ether work agarnſt the, 1rminians to hishogourable, BANE. 


- For bowbeu 1 would 0PwPace.) ”y PrOg fn bg opole 


Q 


2, 


TH r, Rath ink Gone Ppiſt 35 
© 1 trave* expetience of his we yer pots 
be; hid Lo:' icld nee eine, duef'ex 
petyour i $ hers & I hope your Lo, will doplaſ. 
Ppt the vieht {oadwabte My-Ledy, B O Y DB." 
"M 4A DA) M; 5554 10 49 hs 
"Donbr nor bue' thededvof fn" cede 
i 'favouts.to his Latidilayes «bon this Nation): 


Dice has pot ws in) bis , aa fayetred People, . 


iq rhe ig ſghr of rhe Netions, but we paytiot ro him the rene 
'of the Vineyard, © we might have had #Gofpel #t rf e4- 

race, then this Goſpel y bub4e thould have had bur: 2 
och Hf iv bkAid paper has: weſtwddbſiged ro him, 
who h4s in 7 manner for&Y'his love on.wsJ & world but 


love Igins oor will). Avnet 1cad Prayers, Midany I: 


could n e precept v prorbife promiſe ot prattive forthem in 
' Gods word *.our Churth never aHowed chem'# bur men 
ok rkeh wp at their'own choice: the werd:dfiGed 
En L008 1 Thing. 17, anprayings! 1 Theſi'4: 17 
ES exeat w pp oendlee ey Br gm as to us, -2 
King: 324 56,114 lo preyi akto God#P|, 22.2. 
Pi I: Thad never faith o think well oftbem: Jawy 


\ ite of God: Feappotebink them a'troiter ofſeRtof r] c 

init of adoption zSeeirg the tr catinor ſay of fach priy- 
"rs 3, rwbAg vom dy/raty a RGGARNLS #f my 

acceptable tn wht; \Q"Loxd Y and my 
Yr wh dikthe [crecmr' Oe, any wor of 
their p prayers, Pſi tgct 4. Forſuch'prayers aremedira- 
wv OS ink'/and <ovor be ms hearc 

iratieais-whouſeth them : the ſainrs never uſed then, 
Gad never commanded them , and promiſero bear 

\ nhppeofn , Cxerprtbe/SopIng out'9\ che ſoul to Grd, 


we can never read, As for (epatationfroma worthip for - 


fome- errturBof Church ; the jndependency of fing):- 

gations, a Chutch of viſible wang & other tencis 
| of hrounflr, the theyare contrair t6 Gods words Lhave a 
"_agatiſe #r the preſs ac Lindon againſt theſe concerts), 2s 


| SITS | wh depart from the Co- 
"_exantot Ggd with this lays , 16 follow ſuets[ying vani- 
es 


ta ww oa a _T_ 


Weak judgtneaht , it were good they werent af r-e(er-. 


CE LL ILE_£CMAE EN EE EE EE LL” = 7 


hich 'warit Gods'word to warrant them ; the. 


EARTH Phe ÞÞ 


_ 
— A 


-” £2 


[.. 


4e- 
meading your 40 the ab pac Chi p 
3 dts Jam rejpcBlive objer vaneryn ChriftaS. 
- — rr wy 


4 121. Caving 
(nt 407 wh four alvationac Knowsle Lord and - | 


macietof your tolranon;. fo w adaved men go (9hen- | 


, Wife x allwel as19 your (elf. Ldefire your Sifery ip her 
. fences and doubotmgs totaften hergrips op Chit's love, t 


-1,.eAberdeen, Your loving;Paſi 97s SK. 


Chriſte. bear well Aud fbmilſively the hard throſt of f 


> $057r, + nook em named 177 erg) 
ts; | d1d (et lately your daughet ther lady edrfrofe, ohe 
Lord has given bera:ciald andtelverance. Now 


TNT” TTAO"T | rn Ian F 
To JOHN Hb END E RSQ Nin kaſts,- 


leck Ghriſt;, you have 2 ſoulrliascanpongiyerlyc for 
a lodging for yeur- poor. foul For. that houic vi day 
wall tal; - Heaven or nothing, ,/ cither/ Chpiltoc yodking * 
uſe prayer i your houſes, aud tet. your thengh ann 
on dea. h apd jndgmenet: is dar grouttÞ be look, hv he 


ven in one Ser two's ant che whole World iiegs0 {in - 
Love your enatuetzand ſtand by thearmu hh have javgh© 
you in all thivgs: Bear'not men, but let Gold be-your 1£of * 
your timewiltnot be long 7 make! che fecking at Chit © 
your dayly ial; + ye mays when ye ateim il « frflgegipssF - 
ro God 7 (ceka broken heart for fig for, -whhout tha 
there is ao meccmug with Chiifts 1 ſpeak aig6-10 your 


forbid ber to.dawbt y for: Chriſt loves ber, and bath her * 
mme rien: ww his books her. falverion x5 faft coming, » 
Chaiſther Lord is nor. flow- in coming, wor fads 5u bis - 
prami'e. Grace be with you+- 


To JAMES MURRAY'S, Wite.- 
.. My Very dear and worthy Siſter ; 

Y% are truly þl<flcd in che, Lord , bowerera fowre © 

World gbur-and frown go yo0v4 if ye copnbuc ma, 1 
the faith, {exled and gronuded , ang benotmored away ” © 
from the hope ofche Goſpel, k is. good there's aHlraven, » | 
and it is 002 a night{ceam. aud a fancy; Its a wonder that » | 
men deny not, (here is.@ Heaven, as they 7 there is + 
anL.WAy 1®,i but ot mensmaking. You have learned off. 
Chriſt, that hore is. @ deaven2 contend fot is, and for * 


this Step«matbizgrocid , which God will not bave to be-: 
Dd -4 youn-- | 


I : 


andGods bonds vs 


more. 1 


ever! of this ſtone; 


$. eAudrews. 


—__—— 
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& would God | were able to 


the day of the appearance of Jeſus Chrilt. 
” Yours, $: R. 


”, yours; I touftfgiris hard, 
| lighren yo ——_—_ bur betieve me this World, 
Lotd will not ave tobe you 
refold\&'ſcurrof Gods creation; 
_ bired ſeryancs, the moveables, not rhe heritage. A 
at{bwhceaſtrd the dogs, holden our dfchic new ler n/a- 
lem, whereupon they rather break cheivreethyr lian ſatisfy 
theirapperice; it's your Farhers bleffing} & Chrifts birth- 
'right,. thar one {vid is keeping: for- yaut iand perſwade 
© yourſettal(o, ifirbe good forthem any you Lyour ſced - 
alſo thall inert. theearth ; for'that is premiſe to chem, 
5 ite wouldgire eycry one + 
6f them a bond for-chookend cheufauds:' Ere ye were 
born , -groffes in-number ,, meaſure and werghe were 
written for you; * and'/your Lord-wilt-fead- you thorow 
then. * Make) Cheift ſure, andthe Workd'& the bleflings 
of the earth thall be ar Chriſts dack an heel: Iee masy 
Prefeffors forthe faſhion ,, Proteilersiof plats; wound 
- makedlittle knook of perſecarion ding them in1 © pieces, 
andefeWeorldfhould labgh at the (heards,  T hereforc 
makefalt works! ſee rhar Chriſt be! the” groundſtene of 
_ profeffientthe ſore wind'& rain wil] nor waſhaway 
is butt thigeork barno lefsdate, norte ſtand for ever- 
rweary times have periſhed in-my afflic- 
tiow, if Hhad norlaid my went back 5/ and my preffirig 
burden both,upot the ſtone, the corner- one laid inZign. 
Fam not ewice _—_ the proverbis;-}burvnce andftor- 
ow the God of peace eſtabliſh you ro 


(but thedrofs, 


poridh of the Lords 


yy © Oi 99m Py 
— 


MADAM; 
Race, mercy & peace 


fo 


My 1,ady Vicounteſs of © K 


ro FOUr. Tir glad 
"your La: is in any tolerable heflth; andthil pray, 
thatthe Lord miy be your ſtrengrh 
hecook you our of the womb ; ant you havebeen caſten 
olyhizs from the breaſts ;-Tlam tonfidetit; be {hall not 
ave youtrithe crownthe begun work 5p you > there's 
nathiug here but divifiens-in rbe- Chiarch amd aflembly, 


Fer the right Bewnrkble,, - © 3 
E'N"M'U'R E. 
a4 MS .- 2 


t& heat that 


4d rock: Surelam, 


For 


Epilt, $3. -. 


EN ETC I'L 


.- whil Tk Li'r TYRES. —_— 
bs fide Brounifts , and Independents: [who bf ofl 
ro-wilkers w od 


ooh inder the work. Thomas "Gobdtttin , leremiab ; 


\Yiffer from us, come neatcſt ro" with God ] there 
"are many other ſeQohere of 15 ot hr 
bare for all opibion#in religion ;|'F vrtepren | 


\ Antimoniens , & Seekers, who art forms Chiirch ordinat 
"ces| Apoitles to come, anSreforrh Churches, 
- anda wer ; all againſtthe/Corernment by 


'pre{byteries: Luthty obſerved when ke ſtudied to reform, 


” thar two & chirry (andry ſets arvicy bf all which fT have 


' ) ndtjed biirapart}] wee doe called Seehers, who were 


not thed arifev : {bould cruth'thers , and 
” thaCthey ſhould riſe again ; both" whichwe ſceeaccom- 
' pliſhed.” In the «ſſembly we'hare gow Well near ended 


the Goverment, and are upon the power of and 


R 1 hope near at an eve with them,” and 61 {6 ie Feli- 


- vered frotty this prifon-fhorrly. The King hath diflolved 


the Treaty of peace at Urbriaye, 'and th is ſweer 
'Prelats ; & would abait nothing, bues lnelt'of the rigour 
of their courts , *and-2 ſuſpending of iwvagsin{tCere- 


monies, novztakingaway of thein. The not proſpering 
- of your armies rhere in Scotland ,- i3 aſcribed heye', to the * 
fins of the land, and particularlytorke'dfviſions, & back- 
flidings of many from the cauſe,” the not evecuting of 
jvftice againſt bloody malignanits,.' My wife, hereunder 
the phificians remembers her ſervice toyott La ; fo re- 


'commeading you ro the rich graceef Chiniſt;F teſt, 


London, March 4.1644, Your La fall obediexce in 
| Chriſt, SR, 
For the right hononreble- My Lady *B O' Y D; 
MAD AM; , 
Race mercy and peace to you. Irecefved your letter 
on May t9, We arc here tibg , with mach 
| ot drſpures, for the jult meaſifrey of the Lords. 
Temple. It pleaſerh God, thar ſornetimes tyemies hinder 


the building-of the- Lords houſe; "bur ow friends , 
even gracious men (fol conceive of tHe") d6 nota 


and fore others,. four or five, ' ' 
way, ſtand in'ove way, and are mighty 
| Dd. 7 op#- 


4 
TG: Mr. RgTyy3 a0 0k D'S 


-. 


. Ah on Goverument. We Wh eendy 
ga ; prapoltions for the 4criptute right 'of 


, prelbycery,elperially ipcheChurch of leruſolem; eAGs 
Bs K 45-44 6,633. And the Charch of Epheſus, and 
_ 55goinganopeu either groynds of cruth,, &.byithe way 
 hargproven that Qrdinarion of Paſtaurs belongs not to 
alinglc <augreganon y. but to 3 cabledge, of preltby;ers 
"Whale u is, 50 lay hands upou Timothy and others s Tim. 
ae 14-4 Tay e237 ra AE-1 3 bs bode A, $456, W: 
are (o-provethat one. lingley congregation Las Bok power 
to excommugicat, which1s oppalcdnotealyby Jadepen- 
dant meu, .bgt by. many others: the txnch as 4. we have 
many.and geiexed {pitits-wich the works. and; for my 
parts] oben diipatrobcherctormation of ities land, which 
law nevctpag thing, butche bigi>ploces of their Fathers, 
and the rewnpams at Babzlous patlurions; andtxcrpt tha , 
not by mght, norby-power, bug by the {picyt at the Lord, 
1 1] k God hes mot ye: theug at it gime for Ex- 
eliverance ; for the try:thes'y, the beſt,of chm al- 
molthaye fad, a þ&ryformatianis very tajr a: rae, ficlt, 
whichis no qibfr chyog, then » 32 18 not yer tive to build 
the houſe ofthe Lord,.& for cha: cane many houſes great 
and fair ig.che lakd are }aid dofolat... Mulmcudes of Ax.:- 
bepti 4 Ant , Familiſts 4 Separatiſts archere: ite 
belt of. rhe,peoplg-arc the [ndependant way :-as for my 
ſelf, | knaw- pomoreatthere be a favnd Clin'tian (feluuy 
aſide ſome, yeanots few leeryied yr forme zeatous & fait). 
ful Miniſters, yhom | !:ave mer with at Londan ( thol 
doubrnot but _there are. many) then 1t 1 werem Spar, 
which makes me bly{sGod,:haicke communion of Saints 
how deſirable (oever, yer is nor the thing , eventhatgrea: 


thing, Chnſt , and remiſſion of fins. If fr (ag we:e nn- - 


coutrh , as his members arc here , ! thosld be in a {ad and 
heavy condition; he houſe of Perrys are ro.ten om and 


hare ourcommillioners aod our cauſe both; The life char 
*. jr ahe ouſt of Commons, & mauy of them allo.have 
their religiap rochoice, The forrows of atraveling wo- 
' man arecomeonthe land : our army is lying about York, 
and have blocked.up them of Newcaltle, and fix thouſand 
þ- an: Ipnants,, with Mr. Themes Sydſerf, and 
Joie Seattzzh Prelais: endif God dehper Emame Sir 
Tat” ATVs al 


" 


ETELTLE ITE TT TR 


Ppiſ® 54. | & .+// 633 
os) Centberingh Parkiamenrs arms 
rt &40y vidtories God has grven chem , fince they 
entcredin Corebant with hin 4 20d bow wealthe King 
theiand is peat adetiverarce; bur | 


ISS»: 


2s }ir1 

wh © nr 5 Wwe offered. thisday 10 the 
'A of ko. ot thip >, 19 thowider: 
curthe ſervice book: ir is raken into conſileration by the 


mbly.- Yourton Leaſes mal, ;F reccralcters from , 
London, + eddaye Voutr at ur dbedience bf Geds Sx R. . 


- For the right boneurgble © 

My Lad) -K ak Noi U,R 
 M <hD.-4: Moth ar 33100 wok 
alitleniored a-yaurinfemity 6 RE | 


Tt bopnivigqwwe ere {- And i411 this life 
al:men:the moſt mi- 


only mos 1 THe {hould bd 
_— Sure verathous of thedeekery of the 
| yt" pwr io s:1 


cr'objarobs Gnd © m ife.xi aboye the: things 
that are'vow mucktaking withuggſuchavitoſeetbe (un, 
.-to exjoythigbfewr bealth, Scfnme good worldly accom 
madauonseng.: :. Andif we bemaking that ſure, itis opr 
awitdom..c The tines would maktany that love the Lord 
frek and fatar, ro contnder hownrmigmnty «bounds, & how 
dull wearer obſervieg fins in out elvernand bow quick- 
ſighted to findabem ove 1n otherdy 2ud wl.atboudage we 
arcin; anti yertvery olr, whenweromplainof times, we 
arc ſecretly ſhandering,the Lords -wotk and wile Govern- 
meat of the-woeld,aud ng} a hard report of _— oye 
-1sgood and does good, and mages are equal 
_ dam, 1 baye been'wo-lome other [ob if1 cauldio my Fre 
-holdingour-forae m ace of this, to read & ſtudy God well, 
, aud make the ſerious -tloughts of v\ta'wtye rc wt 
\ beadin Chriſtthe work , apd the only work;..All the 
-Ob'we are Jiirle- with God! and doal withont 
wefleep and wake without him 5 weeat » weſpeak, we 
« journey , _werga about worldly bnfmeſs and our ko | 
withoor God! And coufidering whaydeaducſsis upanthe + | 
dr re were good that ſame did not pray 
withour God, and preach and praiſe,and read and confer 
a. God withows C =, I; is uiverlally complained hy 


Ada. * 


_ 


'644 Mr. bl 
char there is3 


TC rk2fo00Rkvp's Epiff x6. 
mnt 
waters everymoment hi 


be with-you7t #1 s © 11 4 «x :12013t + hhoattss "v1 4 Why 
'S8. Andrews 24: July, Your bh dare leſug'S R.* 
For the yight honourablerand Chris Lay y the Lady 
Ht 56h Tet 
M AD AMI on " 
Race, mercy & peat bdtogouithe Lord 1s gracious, 
who keeps your Las in the-furnzee,'when many put 
_ _ land co invquity; owe way or other) Wearengw 
Idert _ no > nn dr err re ens 
Sn Godly. We make our own chains 
re ear ferment Heace new 
A Ne dare nor (ay'ocontederary torhoſ(c, 
w whom this people ſaya confederacy,nor fear their fear. 
AFthat igmy crerciſho@;who ary-nor very far from bring 
my alons [tho F kkowiniwrhom Fhave bekeved) ar leatt | 
Hhould know ] in this plice;ſo I art! affrayel thartheGodly 
ao, Mgt ym ch rn 01 lewill 
hoo walk'berween enoniice &* matignants 
yeh e: "This is tie day of fardbs trouble; 'yerthelc 
dry bones caw andimuſt tive;> 1 know: yorif' ſhall ſee if, 
but 1 rope t'6 take this quierneſs &filencevol faith, in the 
molt of the noiſes of the alaray for wer, to rhe grave with 
me; that the Lord fhiaH build apon the Chutch'of Britta 
& lrelaxd a palace of filver, inciſed with boards of Cedar. 
Dear Madan, fainenor, the night's almeſtgone;, torrhc 
viſion is yerfor at a pointed time, but arthe'end it [hall 
/ hav and not Iy6; tht rarry, wiit for it; berauſeir-will 
urely come; and not Winks Mademw, weaty hot;noneten 
out-bide your login in fiexven , rhert'is'moure giver for 
ie by him, who AER be-fpolken icfor Jean'Camplety: and 
taken it for her, their atly can offer : OT -4--2Y 
ſtanderh. My wi etobereth her reſpe&yro your 
Neo are, MN Gillſpy WwaFwekeat 3 dur not 
”" Gtzees 4 diets 3K 
>) 28.Jau.1653, Your in bis own L, leſus Chriſty. R. 


- * 


\ 


" EO REGS HD 


=_y 


T3 A'S. 5: C35 

For the honourable and truly worthy (ollonel Gilbert Ker... 
+ » Aduch bonoured inthe Lord. 

HY% itis. with you, may appear by your letters. to 


ſome withaus, But iris che complaint of nota few 
of ſach; who weeeinCheitſtbefere megthat moſt of as in- 
Labit and dwell inaparched land; The people of theLord 
are like aland not rained upon, tho ſome dare pot deny , 
but this is the garden of the beloved, & the vincyardsthat 
the Lord doth keep & water. cvery momens, Yet Owhere 
are gee times quickeniag breathiogs, & influcnces 
from heaven, that hare refiethed his hiddep ones ? The 
cauſes of his withdrawipgs arc uukuorn co.u3: one thing 
eaunor be denyed, but that waycs of high (@veraigaicy & 
dominion of grace are fac our ofthe fighrot Angels & mer; 
yeaand io abore the fixed way of free pramiles, fuch as 
( this do,and be thall breathe and blow upon bis garden.) As be 
hath pur forth a declaration to his hidden ones.10 Scotland, 
thar (marung, wrefthogs, praying,complaiving,gracious 
\ miſſing, cannot carn the viſus from pkg. vor icach 
down thours upon thedeſcrr. It may be , when we are 
ſaying in our graves, exr bones aye dry, C7 our hopegone, 
dhac temporal & (piricual delavezance may come both to- 
gathers and that he (hall cauſe us feel both the one way 
c other rhe good of his reign, who fhorrly comes ro the 
throne, P/c7 2. 6. He 1hall come down like 16in upon the mo- 
A: 5 thowres, that water the earth; Ver, 7. In bis 
dayes thall the righteouſs flourich , and abyndaxce of ons 
long #: the moon endurath:; Ver, 12. He allele ae 
when be cryeth, and the poor al/0, and him that hath uo helper. 
Ver. 14. He 1batir edeem their ſoul fromdeceit and anolence. 
cAnd \previous - 5 hall their bloud be in bus ſight, And tho we 
pray-home a (weer ſcaſon that way; yerChiilk muſt 
bring lame with him, when become, Leri,4 6) There 
rhall be a handfnl of corn. in. the earth. uf on the' top of the 
wounrains ,, the fruit thereof bell shake like, Lebenon, 1 
know not; vif 1opply prophecies asT would, zaches then 
us they art: when ghe one ſhepherd is ſecover, them, 
eveti he who {hall ſtand ( O bow much'do welye) and 
freedin ih Rreogih of the Lord;- the-dies ( and this the 
greateſt of. chem ) who wait for-big/ law, are to. look. for 
»that Exech.3 4+ Ver. 26, And | will gry re 
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round about my hill a ble ng, and { will cauſe the 5 to 
come down in his ſeaſon. And there {hall be of 
bleſſing. How deſirable muſt every drop of ſuch a ſhout 
be! And Hoſ.14. ver. 5. 1will be as the dew to Iſrael , be 
ſhall grow as the hilly , and caſt forth bis yoots as Lebanon 
per.6. His branches ſball ſpread, and his beauty ſball be as 
the olive tree, and his ſmell as Loabanon. And Tſay.5q. 13. 
Inſtead of the thorn, ſhall come up the firr tree 5 and inſtead 
of the brier, come up the mivtle tree, And it ſball be 
to the Lord for a name, for aneveriaſting ſign, that / t be 
cut off . Iſa. 41. ver. 19. I will'plant in r oper/wa. of 
Cedar, the ſbittab tree; and the oyle tree. Iſa; 44. ver. 3. 1 
will | > rmare xpon bim that is thirſty, and floods upon the 
the dry ground. I will pour my ſpirit upon thy ſeed, and my 
bleſſong upontheir off-ſpring. Aud'ir {ball be no lott labour 
not fruitleſs Hoſbandry” ber.6. Theysball ſpring as among 
the graſs , 'as-willows by the water courſes 3. but when this 
ſhall bein Scotland ,,(and it muſt be) 15-b<rter ro believe 
then propheſy ; and quietly to hope, and (ir ſtill, (for that 
is yer our Y thea quarrel with hich , that the 
wheels of his chariot move leaſarely. * 

Yer this can hardly fay arty thing ro us,” who do. ſo 
much pleaſe our ſelves ig our deadneſs , and are almoſt 
pone from Godly thirſt & miſlingroo;being half ſarisficd 
with our wicheredneſs: no doubr we bave marred his 10- 
fluences, and. have nor ſeconded nor fmiled-opon his 
actings upon us 4 not heave we becn much of Ins ſtrain, 
who 1-119; doth eight times breath our char ſuice, 
quicken "me," quithen me. So much are we 4defirous to be 
acted: che Lord as blocks andſtones; and ſo pro- 
digal are we of his motions , as ifrhoy were-noberrec to 
be hui d;bucirisgool , that ir 1s not1n-Gur power, 
tdlaſt and vadg his breathiogs, Bur his wind blower: 
where he liſteth, could we bue lean; and caſt a-quier ſpirtr 
under the dewings, and ſhoorings of him , that every 
'momenr-wiarereth his vineyard, how bappy and bleſſed 
were we: We neither oper, noredo we difeern his 
knocking nor feel his hand puc m:ihroug! the-key-bole, 
nor can we giveaty{piritue! accom of the walkings and 
motions otChrift, when He Rtands behind thet wall, when 
'He comes ſkippingoverthe mounraias , when He comes 
'ty his garden aud traſts, when He teeds among the lilies, 
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v His ſpiknard cafts's (incht pwhen He Enocks ard 


withdraws ,aud 15-nowheceto befound. Oh bow little a 
portion of God :do we (ec } How ſlitile ſtudy we God ? 
w'racely read we God z or ate verſed is the lively ap- 
prehenſions of that preat unknown all 1B all, the gio- 
1i0us Godhead; and the Godhead revealed in Chriſt? we 
dwcll far from the well, and complain bur devly of our 
drynefs and dulneſs.; we are rgher dry they thulty, 

Sir , there may be artificial pride in this humility ; bur 
for me, Ineither know whar He is, nor his ſon's name, 
nor where he dwells: I hear a report of Chriſt grear 
cnoagh, and that 1s nll. O what isnearneſsto him 7 Whar 
is that, to be #n God, to dwell in Get? Whar a houſe muſt 
that be}, 1 Joh, 4. ver.14, How! fariare ſome from their 
houſe and home? How I 2equaiar with the rooms, 
manſions, fafety, and ſwetfnefs 6f holy ſecurity ro be 
found in Go##- Owhate ent ! What wandering! 
What frequent dorverſing with felf& withrthe creature ! 
Is net hert the bed-chorter , then that a man can ſtretch bim- 
felf omit And the covering norrowey\then that be can wrap 
bimſelf in 6? 1ſa. £8. Yer. 20, When thall we attain ro a 
liviog brew (ar God? And beeſtranged from «!the 
poor created nothings ," the; painted ſhadow-brings of 
yeſterdny, whichap hout and leſs before creation wete 
dackwalte negatives, and empty nothings\, and {houtd {6 
have been for eternity; had the Lord t rhem to lie 
there forever. Ic is He, the great He, who firteth upon the 
circle of the eavth (of thewor|d) and Yhe diblabitants thereof 
are us yraſs-hoppers': that ſlrertheth out the heavens as « 
mater _ cadrth them CO to dwell in, that 

nyerh rhe prince? to-nothing , audi jpiaketh rhe judges of the 
ples viuty Iſa! go; Nwver. 22, 14. Abd He, the ovly He, 
ooo eta 5 Sebi ag) ver<19, 11, 1/445. 

At 


v&.4, Meito $,t 16t ay of ditm 'a0 He 
oh COM breaching. Gig. 


| ing 1" manat 
day ; and rhe hr; Ih a mote 


lenr, livivg& uiitde-ſtanding  - yet weliveats 
fromtweri%% we di& & wither, when we ate ont 
vfObdt oh if weknew hown#tftrig we are without him! 
Sir,ve defire t6/thifidypor bontfs, 4 2re cheared & refretlts 


eathatweheatofiovef tyymaniteſtations), aud his ovr- 
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Joings, which '4re 45 the morning to-yau We hope, 
Ror necd we ys ny ha to faint,&arc confident that the 
aacinting, thatabides.in you, teaches you ſo much; wai 
upon the ſpeaking vikan, bchold he comes, behold his re- 
ward is with him, & his work before ham: The only wilc 
God ſtcengthen you with all might, according to his glo- 
__ | mar unto all patience & loug iufteriog with joy- 
ulne 
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hope i:ono ſob oncs.Our darkeefs15 pk On there 
is mach dradneſs; yet the Logd (hall þe our 
recommendipgyou to-his grace, whoſe you ate, Lam. , 

St Andrews, APs... A658. Your ears brodhesin he L.S.R, 


OHN F'COK, ar Oamme 


Fear Me, fer 
Fn _ in the Lord &.inthe wer of 
his mighr.Illgok breng a rich br Lu Lord is 


with you,( 0u,10 $0 Warm 
&waru "wil be Ton dor ROS cn. others 
Believe, ic t1mgs arc 
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defirable jor ſt; My humble adyice would be, 
ac 1995.5 ing of | | Sia 2 
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lighs. . Thus ' 


Fpiſt; $9, c0- L'sT'Tx3KR 8 s 
yeh, practiſe, Thepratice of family fafts is fravey 
known tobe an ordinance of God. lr were good you 
wonld confer with Godly brethren'in privat, concernitg 
the promoviugpt Godlineſs, concerving Chriſtian con- 
ference & pra ing. her, worſhiping of God in fami- 
lies & ſolitary To his grace, who can direc, quicken 
and ſtrengthen you» 1 commend you, andam. 
St. Andrews. Your loving Brother, S.R, 
For Mr, JOHN SCOT, at Orname. 
Reverend and deer Brother , 
Our letter, thatcame vnco me of. Auguſt. 2. to be at 
| Edinburgh upon Auguſt, 2. was unknown to me by 
the ſubſcription ; but Gnce it was written for ſo honoura- 
ble & warranteSle a truth of Chriſt as a teſtimony againft 
Toleration,if my bealth would have irinicred reny dards 
menaceivg gravel,l ſhould have come to Edinburgh. What 
cither counlel, couutevance, or clearing you could have 
had from the like of me , 1 cannot ſay , not darel ſpeak 
much bur with a reſetve of che help of bis grace. l defire,co 
defre & purpole by ſtrength frem above,to own that cau- 
ſe,& rojoym with yon, & ſome in thisChurch, beſides your 
presbytafy,who will own that cauſe?Be _—_ in theLord, 
& in thepower ofhis might. This cloud will over : conld 
we live by faith & wait on a ſpeaking 8& a ſeeming-de- 
layiog viſion,the Lord will not tarry. Grace be with you. 
Many are with you,bot there is one who is above millions 
St. Andrews. Auguſt.$.1658, Your own Brother, $, R. 


For Mc. }JO HN SCOTI, at Oxname. 

Revereod. and dear Brother ; 
N Q-man owes more tothe Church of God with yon, 

than poor and wretched I: Bur when weakneſs of 
body; and the Lord by it, did forbid me to undertake a 
lefſet journy ro Edinburgh , I am forbidden far more to 
journy thither ; and believe it , nothing beſides this doth 
hinder. I am-unableto overtake what the Lord has laid 
upon; me here;- and therefore 1 defire to ſubmit te 
ſoveraignity-,: and muſt be fleat ; if my prayers, 
and beſt defires rothe Lord , could contribute any thing 
for promevitg. of his work , my foul's defire is, _ 

- c 
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breathing) 40 Which LI fear Chriſt was ſcarcevamed,, as 

. tonching any reality or power of Godlineſs, may bloſſom 
as aroſe. - So deſiring and praying thar has name may be 
great amongyou,& encrearing that you may believe, that 
the names ot che Lords ad verlaries {hall be wrcitreq iu the 
earth, & that,who ſo will not come up of all the famillies of the 
earth wnto Jeruſalem, to worship the K ing, the Lordof hoſts, 
even «pon them 5hall be noraim; and that the Lord will create 
glory upon every aſſembly in mount Zion. | reſt, 


$t. And, June 1 5. 165 5.Towr own Brother in the Loyd S. R. 


Fr Mr. JAMES DURHAM, 


Miniſter of the Galpel zr Glaſeow, ſome few 
days bcetorchis death. 


Si 

Would ere now have written to you, had I not known, 
your health, weaker & weaker, could ſcarce permit you 
to hear or read. I need nor ſpeak much, theway you koow, 
&have preached to others theſkill of rhe gaide,&@rhe glo- 
ry of the home beyond death. And when be ſays, come & 
{ce, ir will beyourga:n te abey , and go out and meet the 
bridegreom. Whart acceflion 1s made to the higher houſe 
of hits kingdom {houid not be our lols,thuat be a real lofs 
ro the Church of God: but we count one way, & the Lord 
counts another way. He 151nfaflible & che ouly wiſeGod, 
&needs none of os. Had he needed Moſes &the Prophets 
their ſtaying ia thebody , he could have raken another 
way. Who dare bid youcaſt your rhoughts back on wife 
o children, when he has ſaid, leave them tome, and come up 
bither » Or who can perſwade you to die or live, as if that 
were arbitrary to us, and not his alone who has deter- 
mined the number of your moneths: if {o-it ſeem good ro 
him, follow your forerunaer ard guide:itisan unknown 
land royou, who was tiever there before; but the land 1s 
_ £20d, and checompany before the threne deficable;, and 
tie who fits on the throne is his alouc a fufficient heaven. 

Grace grace bewith you. 
St. Andrews,.1 5. June 4653, Yourvinthe Lord, $.R. 
, Mr. 
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ment, ſent to ſome Brethren, abour petitioning bis 
4). after his zeturn; And for owning ſuch, who 

wereccaſured while about that ſo neceflary duty, 


Reverend mnddear Brethrin ; 
) Las nga nee to me £o write at this di- 
ſtance , not having heard your debates. Ir feems the 
Lord call's uste. give taformation tothe Kings Majeſty of 
affairs. The Lords admirable providence in bripging him 
to his throne, & layingaſide others, who were cnemics 16 
the cauſe and ſw6rn Covenant ot God (fo that now the 
-Government is in a right live.) is to be adored ; and 
judge (without preſcribing,) that ſome ſhould he ſent ro 
his Majeſty, to congratulate that providence ; & the re:- 
ſou ofour being (o flow m ſendivg would be rendered. 
2. We would write , not in the nameofthe kirk of Scot- 
lend; but in the name of a moſt conſiderable number of 
Godly miniſters, elders, and profeſſors, who both pray 
for the King, are obedient 10 his laws, & arc under il c 
oath of God the ſwarn Reformation. z. lt is better now, 
then after ſentences and zrouble, to have recourſe to himy 
who is by place parens patrie, 4. We would ſopplicate 1n 
allhamility for proteQtion, connmenance., - far more, for 
lawful liberty to fear the bond of the oath of the dread'vul 
and moſt high Lord, avouching co his Majeſty , that the 
Lord, his holy name being interpoſed, will own that Cc- 
venant , and bleſs his Majeie with a happy and ſuccesful 
reign,in the owniog thereof, & kiſhng of the Son of God. 
Aud when the Lord (hall be pleaſed to grant that to os, 
which concerns religion , the beauty ot his bouſe , the 
propagating of the Goſpel,the Goaver: ment of the Lords 
_—_— withour popery, prelacy, unwritten traditions, 
ceremonies; ler his Mazeſty try our loyalty with whar 
commands he thall be pleaſed tolay on us, and fee if we 
be found rebellious. 5. We would di{claim fach, as have 
kofully complyed with the late viurpers, produce our 
wrucen teſtimonies 2gainit them ; our oor accepting of 
offices and places of cruil from them ; our teſtimonies a- 
ganſt their uſarpation, Covenant breaking , rolleration 
ofall ccligions,corrupr (earian waye,for which oor \ 
at 
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Þas broken them. 6. We are repreſent to his Majeſty, as 
fach who would not cooſent,thar the Remenſtrance of the 
Weſtren-forces ſhogld be condemned by rhe Commiſſion of 
the General aſſembly : Whereas, t. We did humbly deſire, 
thar the judicarure would not condemn not cenvure that 
Remonſtyance, till che gentlemen were haud,, and their 
reaſons diſcuſſed. >. Whatever demurr was as to the band- 
ing or combining part ef it, we were and are oblieped to 
believe, they had no ſeftarian deſig therein, not levelling 
intention, '3..They are gentlemen moſt loyal, 'and never 
were enemies tþ his Majeſties royal power ; bat only de- 
fired that ſecurity might be bad for religion, andthe peo- 
ple of God , perſons difaffefted to Religion & the ſworn 


Covenant abandoned, otherwiſe they were and till are * 


willing to hazard lives and eſtates , for the juſt greatne(s 
and ſafery of his Majeſty , in che maintenance of the rae 
Religion, Covenam atid cauſe of God, The only-difficul- 
ty will be where to have fir men to ſend. Bur as it will be 
both fia & ſhame for us, ro deſert our undeſervedly now 
c:nſuced Brethren ; fo it will be our fin and reproach, 
finfully ro comply with ſuch things and courſes, as we 
teſtified againſt, aud contefled ro God, 1 can fay no more 
ar preſent, buttharTam 


Sr, c Andrews, 1660. Youy loving Brother. S.R. 


Mc.RUTHERFOO RD His judgment of a draught 
or minurt of a petition , to have been preſented to the 
Commiree of Eſtates, by thoſe miniſters, who were 
then priſoners 19 the caſtle of Ediaburgh, for that 
other weli known petition to his Maj. About 
which they were , when {ciſed npon and 

made priſoners, | 

But that we man may miſflcke or judge ama/7 of perſons ſo fixed in the 
canſe, and faithful in thery generation; know, that this draught vv: 
not ſemt 10 My. Rutherfoord, 414 paper concluded and condeſcendrd 
pon amwanyſt theſe Brethrin , vrboſe (ove to trutb made them in all 
thing? ſo tender, that they vere ever faund to abſbein from all appra- 
rance of evil; butit wyas more like the ſug giflien of ſome other men 
(wherein was laid before them what hind of addreſs vwonld moſt pro» 
bab'y pleaſt, vyaving the jult meajurcy of vyhat vvas fumplydaty 
in thrir circumſtancts) thin any thinss floyving from themaſt!ivrs, as 
the produlh of a mainredeirberation. And Secondly knew (vvbich 
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confiirmeth wyhat is ſaid) that vwyhat ever it was , ortyho ever 
goÞe the riſeto 14 , yet rt 'yvar never mad fe of ,, nor pioſtnged th the 
Conmilly of Eflatesghy any of theſe faithful men., vyhoſe Prog fs 
their fidelity, frxedneſs,' real and nntamted mityrity, iron the 
<hey of Chriſt. - 
Dear Brother. = 
I Am (as ye kiow) [traitned as another ſuffering man, 
bat dare not petition thisCommitty, 1 Becauſe ir draws 
us:0 capitularwith, ſuch , a8 have the advantage of the 
mount , che Lord ſo diſpoling for therpreſeng ; and to 
bring the matters of Chriſt to yea and no (you being priſo= 


a 


 ners and = the _pener2) is a hazard.z.A peaking to them 
aſli 


ig write an vg in ſilence the {worn Covenant, atd 
the cauſc of God, which is the vety preſent controverſy, 
is contraire to the practice of Chriſt,and the Apoſtles, who 
being accuſed, or not accuſed, avoucked Chtiſt to be the 
Son of God, and the Meſſias, and that the dead muſt riſe 
again , even when the adverſary miſtarcd the queſtion. 
Yea , filence of the cauſe of God, which adyerſaries per- 
ſecute , ſeems a tacite deſerting 'of the cauſe; when the 
ſtate of the queſtion is known to beholders ; and I know 
the brethren intend not ro leave the cauſe, 3.1 know no 
offence you have given (1 will not ſay what offence may 
be taken) either as to the marrer, or manner, of your 

etition: for if what you have done but a neceſſar dry, 
faid alide by others , a duty can never give an offence to 
Chriſt ,, and ſo none'to men; Bur Chriſtians will look 
upona pious , harwleſs , and innocent petition , to the 
Prince, 1g the matters of the Lords honour , and good 0 
his Church, tho proffered by one or two , when = ate 
fileac whoſe it is ro ſpeak 2ndaQt, asa fcafonable duty 
4+ The draught of that petition, which Jou ſene me, 
{peaks nor ove. word of the Covenant of God : for the 
adberivg to which , you now ſoffer, and whiclr is the 
objec ot mens hatred; and the deſtrution whereof, is 
the great work of the times ; and your fence, in this 
nick of time, appears to be 4 not-confeſhon of Chriſt 
before men : IS you want nothing ro beger an uncleanly 
deliverance , but the profeſſion of filence, 5. There is 2 


promile.aud real purpole (asthe petition fayerh ) ro line 
peaceably under the Kings _ Bur..' 1, You b 
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Ralersy who w_—_ mean a far other thing , 
by Authority, chen you dot for you mean his juſt autho- 
rity, his authority in the Lotd , and his juſt greatneſs, in 
the maintenance of true Religion , as in Covenant , 
confeſſion of faith, and cacechiſms , is expreſſed + from 
che word of God. They mean his ſupream authority and 
ab(olare prerogative above laws, as their aftsclear , and 
as their practice is; for thy refuſed to ſuch, as| were 
uawilling to ſubſcribe theirbood, to add axthority in the 
Lord , or juſt and lawful eutherity, or authority as is expreſ- 
ſed in the Covenent. But this draught of « petition ,uuder 
your own hand, yields theſcnſe and meaning tothem , 
which they crave. z. That aathority , for which they 
cont-nd, is excluſive of the {worn Covenant'; ſo that 
except ye had ſaid, you ſhall be ſubjet to the Kmgs autho- 
rity inthe Lord, or according to the ſworn Covenant , you 
{ay nothing to the point in z and thac ſore is not your 
meaning. 3. Whoever promiſed ſo much of peaccable 
living guder his majeſties authority, leaving our the expo- 
ficion of the. 5. Command, as your petition doth , may 
upon the very lame ground, ſubſcribe the bond, refuſed 
by the godly; and ſo you paſs from the Covenant, and 
make all theſe by-palt attings of this Kirk and State,thoſc 
years by paſt , to be horrid rebellion: & how deep' rhac 
Saiſcacks draws, conſider, 6. A condemning of the Re- 
monſtrance, ſimply and without any limitation & diſtin- 
&ion,is a condemoing of mauy precious ones inthe land, 
and a paſhug from the cauſes of Gods wrarh, which is the 
chicf macrer of the Remonſtraxce. 7, That nothing is be- 
fore your eyes bur theexoneration of your conſcience, is 
indeed believed by the godly, who know you;bur a paſling 
10 Glence of the honeſt marerials, in your former perition 
© his Majeſty, ſeems to be a. def thereof ; fince in 
all your petition, you do not once lay , you cannot but 
adbereto that pious petition, as your neceſſere duty : and that 
you iocend in the petition the happinels of his majeſty, is 
alſo believed, Dear Brother , ſhow to our brethren , che 
Lord Chriſt iv your perſons hath ſtared x queſtion 
brrwirchim aud the powers on earth, the only wiſe God 
Ig\d you nov, when he hath brought you foreh in panne, 
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ſoroa& , axif ye did ſex Jeſus Chriſt by you, 2nd behold- 
ing you. lr is caſy for ſuch as are 60 che thore , to throw 
a counſel ro that ate tofled in the (ca. Buconly 
living by faith , and by ferching ſtrength aud comfore 
from Chriſt, can you be victorious, and have right to the 
precious zifes of the rree of life, of the hidden 
Manna, of the gifted morning tar , aod the like 5 made 
to thoſe who overcome ; to whole [trength and grace 
brethren, who defire with me to remember you, do re- 


commend Iam. 
Jap Desr Brother. 


St.cAndrews. 1660. Yours in the Lord, S.R. 
Po For the right honourable , 
M Vicountelle of KENMURE. 
x ADAM; © 
Tis not my part to be unmindful of you: be nor affli- 
| Probl: Brother the' Marquiſe of Argyl, as to the 
main: in my weak apprehenſion , the ſeed of God bein 
in him, and love to the people of God and his caoſe,ir wil 
be well : the making particular reckoning with the Lord, 
& with God, & owning his cauſe , when roo man 
diſown it, will make his peace with the King the ſurer, 
The Lotd is beginning ra.reckon with ſuch,as did forſake 
his cauſe and Covenant ; and unul we rerurne to him, our 
accthall nor be like a river, and as che waves of the ſea, 
weyer the opening of the boſom , to take in all the 
hays. TEST produce no berter fruirs. The Lord callech 
us to flie-in to our chambers, & ſhoot the doores , till the 
indiguarion be over,[/e. 26: ver.20. The lilly among the 
thoras is ſo ſerved : he bideth himfelf & our mountain is 
remoyed,& we are troubled ; bat the Loyd reigns , let the 
earth tremble , & let the earth rejoyce. The Lord without 
blood broke the yoke of uſurpiag oppreflours, and 1aid 
them afide, the ſame Lord can ſertle throne and kivgdom 
on the pillars of heaven : bur O che controverſy the Lord 
hath wich 'Edom, and thoſe # ho covenanted with us, & 
thea ſold us ; and with thoſe of whom the holy ghoſt 
ſpeaks , Lament. L op 
ras - sbþ <hings for thee , nw 
ſcovered thine iniquity fo turn ow captivity ; 
he bove fem for the falſe bleu nd caſe 
© 3 of 
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of baniſhment, The time ot [acobs (uffering,ts bur thort, 
& the viſion will ſpeak,could we be from under deadneſs, 
and waech ynto wreſtling and prayer with the Lord, and 
lixe moreby faith, we ſhould be more then conquerors, 
Wair upon the Lord,and faint not: the Loc leſus be, with 
your ſpirir. 

St, cAndrews, 2.4. July, 1660. Yours atall reſpefive 
| obſervance in the Lord, S.R., 


For Miſtreſs CR A 1 G. 
Upan the death of her hopeful fon, who was 
drowned, washiog himſclt ig a river in France. 
Miſtreſe ; 
Ou have fo learned Chriſt, as now in the furnace , 
what droſs, and what ſhiniog of faich may appear , 
mult come forth. 1 heard of the removal of your Sou Mr. 
Thomas ; Tho be dulkenoggh in diſcerning , yer I was 
witnels to ſome ſpiritual fayourineſs of the new. birth 
and hope of Pet Lay 5 "ay which 1 ſaw in the hopful 
youth, when he was, as was fearcd ; a dying io this city, 
Aud hace it wagwrittenand adviledly appointed , in the 
- > Yi and holy decree of the Lord , where , aud before 
hat witneſſes, and in what manner, whether by a fever, 
the mother being ar the bed-fide , or ſome other way in 
a farcountry , ( dear Parriarchs dicd in Egypt , precious 
to the have wanted burials, P/. 69. ver. 3.) your 
fafeſt will be , to be ſilent, and command the heart ro 
gtrer 00 repining- and fretting rhoughts of the boly 
diſpenſation of God. 1. The man-is beyoud rhe hazard 
of diſpure, the precious youth is perfeted and glorified. 
2. Had the youth lienyecar and day pained , befide a wit- 
neſſiog mother, it had bcen pain and grief lengtheaed ouc 
toyou in many portions , and every parcel would have 
been a little death ; now his holy majeſty hath, in one 
lamp and maſs, brought to your cars the. news , and hath 
not divided the grief in many portigns. 3 . It was not 
yeſterdayes thought, or the other years ſt{ture ; buta 
eounſel ofthe Lord of old, & Who can teach the . Almighty 
© Inowledpe? 4. There is no way ofquicting the mind, and 
| bones, heart of a mother , bue godly ſubmiſſion; 
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of che trorat former of all things, 
and (ince the holy Lord bath looſed the grip, when it was 
faſtned ſure-og your part; t know your light, and1 
your heartalſo w Þ 1-3 wax ;it is not fafe to be ac pulling 
and omazpoteat Lord; ler the pull go 
wich hiay for heisficong ; and ſay y thy will be done i 
earth, as it is in beaven. 5. lis baly mc and order is 
to be adared, ſometime the Huſband belnee tha wr®,and 
ſomerſme the ſon'before the mother, ſo hath the on!y 
wife God ordered, and when he is ſcat before & nor loſt, 
in all things grve thanks. Meditate- not too much on the 
ſad circumſtances, the mother was not witneſs to the laſt 
Ggh, polbibly caonot ger leave to wind the ſon ,/ nor to ; 
weep over his grave, and he wasin's ſtrarge land : " heks a 
alike oca 9 eaven out of all he contre: 
carths 7, ot [pting our'of the daft, Ned” ard 
grow tath Em 2nd fair of the only wiſe Lord; 
16-i$ frartand illof faith to read #hat the Lord writes 
[ oxen dto ſpell and cofffr od ri he his ſenſe 3 
a omar een 
exchec ibdader pe 0 bis. rods.,,or burden his 
5, when he mod Ford £4. ne: 
That 78> 2p to-do uy good 
=" ſtroke on a Tr . ear 4 Hel to he 
pry es pots grieved Foſepb,& the affliadQ; 
TI ledge fle a1l;y people of Yod; this is the 
Foam 5 trouble. 9. Wy is'4 bad Lo 'of wilful 
IQOgoLatempiations 8 not dipeſtin#it, or laying 
th, withont any vidtorioufnefs of ak ;the 
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[one anence. It were ata to call Nats the = 
a la atdiced for my lady K break ith 
delire,wheg Yo ſee her,remember my humble 

Cours my chearnly remembers” ker ro you; 1 1 19 

woundel mY * (ind drchpobex » dig Gition , and 
39/4 ow; grace be k p 
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67. 
thereof , by cuatung the ſame milchict, and framing ir 


intdalaw; may heavily proyoke our [weereſt Lord , yer 
chereate afew. names. in the land , that have noc defied 
rheir-gatments-; and a holy {ced, on whom the Lord will 
have mercy; Jike rhe four ox five, olive berrigs upon the 
rop oftheſhakenolive-rree, aud their eye (hall be roward 
- the Lard their-waker.. Thipk it not ſtrange, that men 
dcviſcagain&yos,/wherber it betq exile ,the earth is the 
Lords or perpeteal impriſonment, the Lord is your light 
and.-liberty ;-0r.a violent. and- publick death , for the 


kingdom of heaven confilts;in a fair company of glorificd 


Marryrs, and-yeuneſſes, of whom leſus Chrift is the chief 
witnelt.; who. for tharcan(c was born, and came into 
theworid. Happy areye , it.you gire Teftunony to the 
world ofyour pictcrring Jelus, Chiift 16, All powers ; and 
the Lord Willmake the; 1gpocepcy and Chriſtian, loyalty 
of his defamed aud defpile® wimnefles in this land, to 
ſhine to after-generations , ave will take-4he man-child 


tot juſtice, and-chere 15-an anſwer re- 
falrarion will .yor. carry , caſt 
wife. andchildren, onthe; Lord Chriſt , be 
ares for/yon.y and them :. your blood is precious ig bis 
Gghc. Theeverialting copſaletiege of the Lord bear. you 
up, and giveyou, hope ; for yourtalyayen (1fnor deliver 
rance )-13 coecluged. nd-<w1 >a) 
$8: Andrews, }Feb.i 541661. + Your own Brother, 
| | S.R. 
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110 fo A BLIRD EE N, 
. Reverend and dearly beloved in th#Lord;, 


(3 Race beco.you and peace, from God our Father , & 
from the Lord-leſas Chiilt. There were ome who 
readred chanks-; with knees bowed to bim 4 of whom is 
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(2 tift was ſcarc ns xm 
"in m_— el, Jo : 


Foy z thouſand dear ca het oQ 
en (o'ſpn te weſt raft that, which Ah ohee 
| -_- 


"which you weft ſealet tothe day of redempriow ; 


« forced torerary ts ther fieſt Husband, We thalf entreac 


x T KL K S. . 
anakah LHES 
c& dich. and" 


Ked'l op. jou in our Tocd lefas ; 


"at 


W tame precious toh 
with tint i white.” 'We looked on? 
whom Feahhri fery@n out rt 7 
7 OT rs of thaiahds | 
nant rhe deſert hol rieree 
ear pre c, "ar hewjr we Yo on by" ts 05% 


they wif not follow; bit chey flee from Hint ; for they 
kewict iheydiec ofh Fe Yo Page eSebrrflu 


received'che by tte &r faith; patt xn 
that way, cx < ſee thite be no reſt for your fouls 
therein; 05122 to them , thar ſay, marly wi&t#thu- 
verred under Epifeopet pal, alfvel as ere presbyterial governe 
ment ; "Andy « godly'ga vo teſtimovy 2ga: i. BiYkbps : 
fof che inſtruments Nora loarhed Ep pie ary, with 
the ceremwaie? thereot and tiever ſealed ir wit Yor eix taffe+ 
rings. Bitwe ſhall Jefire inſtances of apy engaged by oaths, 
and by the ſufferings of rhe Faithful eps + God, 
and the maniteſtarion of the Lords I eoopes , iw rhe way 
Jon now torſake, who yet rarned 4nd went one 
p toward'fin faf ſeparation, and didiy' inthar way you 
now aimat, and $4 yer flourich and' grow in grace, Bur 
we cat briag proofs of many, wholeftit, & wene further 
owto abominable ways of exror. And you have irnot in 
your power , where you ſhall I5 ogy ng s havitlg 
ouce left the way of God, & ER loſt peice 
aid communion with God ,- avd fell in 2 condifon of 
withering, and ior bring able ro find'their Jovers ; were 


you,confider whata ftambling it is ro/maligrnant oppolers 
of the way and cauſe God , who witly their: cars card 
you, end wich their'cyes law Foy. » ſo itrenuouſſy —_ 
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A terter from 


Mr. SAMUEL RUTHERFOORD 


To Mr WILLIAM GUTHRY, 
When the Army was at Stirling , after the defaite at 
Dumber, & the godly in the welt were falſely branded, 
with intended comp!yance with the Ulurpers : 
abour the time whea theſe debates,and that 
difference concerning the publick 

. reſelntions, aroſe. 


Reverend Brother ; ou 

Did not dceam of ſuch thortneſy of breath, & fainting 

in the way toward. our. countrey. Ithought , 1had no 

<< .6626, Lat te kind mate, and bow down my ſinful 
head, and let him putonthe crown , and fo end, I have 
ſafered much, bur this is tbe thickeſt darkneſs , and tbe 
ſtraireſt ſtep of the way I have yer trod. Ice more ſuffer- 
ing yet behind, and I fear from the keepers of the vine. 
Let me obtain of you, that ang bo rt pg 
peoplecchar they would ftand far from theſe mer- 
' chants of ſouls,com'r in amongſt youlF the Gappantes 
in; the word , be that <uay , we then knew ſout- 
and-trafficquers ſhew not the way of falvanion. 
Alas ! Alas ! poor I am,urterly loſty tny ſhare of heaven is 
one, and my hopeis perished,and I am cut off from tho 

. Lord,if hitherto eur of the way: bur 1 dar nor judge kind 
Chriſt ; for, if it may be but permitted , (with reverence 
ro his greatneſs and tyghneſs be ir ſpoken) 1 will before 
Wi dace his own hand, thafthe ſaid, this is the 
way, thou init, and angry 11 ov rep lm own 
ſeal,” 1 oy I am almoſt broken and a lirtle fleepy. and 


, would fain_ pur 6ff this a buc this is my iofirmiry, 
. who woul be under the ſhadow and covert of that good 
land, goce.ro be without the reach & blaſt of the rerrible 
ac, But I am a fool , there ighope that can over-bid, or 
take my ledgiog wer my head , fitice Chriſt hath raken 
ur for me, Dear Brother,help me 50d ger me the help of 
their prayers, who are with you, in whom is my delight. 
You @e much ſuſp of intended compliance: I mean 
0: of you only ; but of all the people of God GS 
{ 0 


at 


= . 
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lr isbut a poor thing, the fulfilling of my joy ; bur lerme 
obteſt all rhe ſcrioas ſeekers of his face , his ſeccer ſealed. 
ones, dy the (trongeſt conſolarion of the Spirit, /by-the 
ntleneſs of jeſus Chriſt; thar plant of renown 4 by your 
aſt accounrs, and appearing before God , whenthe white, 
rhrotie ſhall be fer up, be nor deceived with their fair: 
words: Though my ſpitit be aſtoniſhed , ar the cunniog 
diſtinQions, which are found out in the marrers of the 
Covenant, chat help may behad againſttheſe men;yet my' 


+ heatr erembls ro enterrain the" leaſt chought of joynivg 


with theſe deceivers. Grace, grace be with'you, Amen. 
SY Andrews. Your own Brother 'in our common 
648 Lord ani Saviour, S.R. 
For my reverend Brother, Chriſt's Souldier in bonds, 
Mr JAMES -GUTHRY, 
Miniſter of the Goſpel ac Stirling. f 
Dear Brother, Ve. in! k 
E are very oft comforted with the word' of 
[miſe heb wo fiumabivitcc Nicke ne che werk of tals 
providence, Some earthly men Groclhgeos green herd, 
and the p - via elupyne- 1a the 
& killed a{{ the day long ; and yet word of promule, 
and- works of providence ate from him , whoſe ways 
areequal, traighr, holy and {j : Asforme, when 
think of Gods diſpenſations, he might juſtly have brawghe 
to the merker-crols, and ro the light, ty vaſcen &egroy 
abominations, which would have beers wo {mall ſr 
ro'the holy name, and precious truths of Chriſty. bur-4n 
metcyhe covered theſe, and ſhapen and rarved out 
morehonoureble cauſes of fuffering , of which we aro 
unworthy. And now, Dear Byothey , much depends npon 
the way and manaer of fuffering, eſpecially , rhac his 
precious rrvths be owned , with all heavenly boldneſs ; 
an@7 reaſon of out hope givey, in meckneſs and fer; and 
the royal crown, and abſalutc fopremagy of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the priace of. the Kings of the earth , 
arouched, as becomes. For certaih ir is, Chrift will reiga- 
the Farhers King in mouut Zion: And hiv fworn-Cove- 
nant will not be buried, kt is not denied; bat our practical 
breach of Covenant firſt, and then our ephberae Beings 
: Ee 4 y” 
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thereof , by cuaflung the ſame milchict, and framing ir 
intoalaw, may heavily proyoke our {weerelt Lord , yer 
chereate afew.names.in the land , that have: nor defiled 
rheir-garments.; and a holy {ced, on whom the Lord will 
have mercy, like the four 0x five, olive berries upon the 
eop ofthe lhakenolive-rree, and their eye thall be roward 
- the Lord their maker. Thigk- it not ſtrange, thar men 
dcvi eagain&yos,/wherher it betq exile ,rhe earth is the 
Lords or perpetoal impriſonment, the Lord is your light 
and. liberty ;-or. a violent, and publick death , for the 
kingdom of heaven confilts;io a fair company of glorificd 
Marryrs; and-wiuneſſes, of whom lefus Chrift is the chief 
witnels.; who. for that canſe was born, and came into 
theworld. Happy areye , it.you gire Teſtimony to the 
world of your picterring Jeſgs, Chit 16, all powers ;and 
the Lord will:miake” the; 19pocepcy and Chriſtian, loyalty 
of his defamed and defpile® wimefles 10 this land, to 
ſhine to after-yenerations , and will take the man-child 
To Godant:o his throue 1: and prepare a hiding-place 
10 the wilderneſs. for the mother , and cauſe the eatth to 
helpthe womas. Be pot terrified : fact pott forgive your 
cxemies : bleſs and cualc pot : tor though both you and | 
{hould be flea fad and heary 1s exdlecg. aeptodirs in- 
dignation fromthe Lotd, that is abid; - notaithful 
iwarckmen otthe Chuceh, of Scotland, The louls under 
thaatrac arc tox juſtice, and chere 15-26 anſwer re- 
; 4 veg Lords falration will yot carry , caſt 
the burden of wife: and children, on the Lord Chriſt , be 
carts for/yor.z 8nd them : yous blood is precious ig bis 
Gghc. Ther verialting conlolatiens of the Lord 'beas you 
up, and giveJou, bope : for yourtalyation (4f nor dcelive- 
rance )-19 coocluged.  *63''4 + 
'\ 1&t: Andrews, Feb.i $1661. + Your own Brother, 
| S.R. 


| To ABERDEEN, 
. (Reverend «nd dearly beloved ix thi Lord; 


© Race beco:you and peace, from God our Father , & 
fromtheLord Jeſus Chiift. There were. lome, who 
readrced chanks-; with knees bowed to bim 4 of whom 1s 
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: — lat ſhall bt glad for Me, nf ET 


; Sn a Anke nd dearhs , 


| -thH ye not follow ; but chey fle from Hirft for ey 
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Hole BY Feaven thr 
heard ut work. {ith; and 125d 
patience” oe in dur "Locd Tefus '; and rej 
# 6rrle{chatpLertChiift was ſearce i ke 

| I: COR» Eveh in Snok01k 


Vames precious oP 
lain —_— "We looked*0h 7 


whom Rac for rye out fpicit; 


fon Jas a part rfkiing of that 3he 


as a roſe, bar EX. Arcag 5 "ph i 05» 


fo'ſopn at, Hh -wefboh that”, A Ld hich Nh ob 
to be the way of God: D: ly beloved , 
Chriſt, git Fe eaptrtg 


know not thevoiee of a ſtranger. You Friow the 'W4 
"which yot weft ſealcttto the day of regempeiow ; "Jed 
received'chie 34 5=y> rh of. Faith ; part Weick 
that way, except*ye fee there be no reſt for yolt*ouls 
therein ; neither fiften; to them , char ſay, manly wit#thu- 
verred under Epifrepar pal, alfvcl as ander pres biteriel fovern- 
ment 5 Andy <goaly gayoreſtimouy gat. Bi\kops : 
fof the t nbret of converſion loathed Epiſcopary, with 
the ceremonie? thereot,and tiever ſealed it wit 8 _ tnffe+ 
rings. Bytwe {hail Jchre inſtances of ay engaged by oaths, 
nod by the ſuſferivgs of the Kithtul' meflepgets of God , 
abd the maniteſtarion of the Lords | wipe , tw the way 
5a now forſak#, who yet rarnee from it; and went one 
p toward fin fa ſeparation, and didir” inthar way you 
now aimat, and $i yet flourivh and Ron gr in grace, Bur 
we catrbriag proofs of many, wholefrir, & wene furcher 
owto 'abominable ways of error. And you have itnot in 
your power ,* where you ſhall Todge at might , havily 
oucelefr the way of God, & many, we know ; Toft peice 
and communion With God , a"; þ tell in a continow of 
withering, and niet being able ro find their Jovers ; were 
. forced rocerarots ther fieſt Husband, We thall enfreac 
you,confider whata Rtambling it is ro-maliffrant oppoſers 
of the way and 'caufe of God , who withy their: ears Feard! 
You, and with their eyes aw you , fo ttrenuouſſy rike 
Ke 5 * * pire® 


Jon apt 00A»>'s - to 64. 
god inch Tipgs, our 


houſe of Thc 
| win 25. once mapa 728: and +; was yo 
-57 ; you not our ſelves,by ſo , 
Avgelonly vi all ic in fro atop tr 
D, datken To of the Galpel, ſhake 
the EE weaken, the wm ofall, if you, and 
ov irik of ail in this kingdom , {hall ſtrerch our the 
mY xd by walls. of our Jeruſalem , by. reaſon of 
Ones King her retrible ,. 25,20 army. with 


las camic, and ſaw:-the palaces aud 
a þalwarks: 7 marylledard were.troubled, and 
c hafld man ef ing em Ons and pain as 
of foo Andre at all. be grieved, F you 


Bae ; Je ma ft 
by al wa reatand fair, and all-rhe cookies! 
| boy in _ three kingdomes.. And when your dear 
y ea are weak wid ſhall we belicve chat you 
will lcave ns,and bediriged from this.ſa blefſed a con- 
junction ?The Lord rift, we-truſt , thall walk in 
the midit af the gol candleſticks , & be winhns,if you 
will be gone from ns. Beloved-iv. the Lord, we canner 
| bur deperſwaded of better things of you,, and we {hall 
not conceal from you , that we are 1 what to 
Tg compa x wa rats £, im regard 
Geteel -way (which the Lord 
an Cyy any man} a ous > that-the- ſudden 
alceration, unknown to us before , pow overtaketh you, 
wag £2 Came a ar. p47 pA whom the furrows 
of the fie lds. of Scot mplain, Forget not , dear 
' Gretbren, that Chriſt hath now the fan in.lus hand » aud 
this 18 allotheday ofthe Lord; that {hall burn as an oven; 
and that Chriſt now ficteth as a refiner of filver, purifying 
, the ſons of Levi , 88 purging them as gold and filver., 
4 ' conic, offer unto the Lord an offering of rig!1- 
and cheſethar keep theword of bis, (nor their 

axe way ve ſhall be delivered from. che hour of remp- 
come on all che carch co try them. If you 


exc! age 
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exclude all nop-coprerts from the viſible city bf God; in 
which da ly wultitudes in Srotlerd, ih all the four 
nardTvl g and , aboye what-ever our Fathers faw ,-- 
rong-i.to Chit, tHall they not be left to the lions and: | 
wild beafts of the forreſt, even to Jeſuits, ſemengry pricies 
and other [educers : for the magiltrarharkh no powet 
compel them. xo hear the Goſpe!, nor have you u»y 
Church power over them , as you teach ; and' they brivg 
nor l9ve/rg the Goſpel and ro Chriſt our of the womb 
withrhem, and (o they: muſt be left to embrace what Re- 2 
ligioh is moſt ſutable ro corrupt! nature,. Nor can it bea-, 
way approven by the Lord 19-ſeriprure, to excommunicac 
from the viſible Church {whith is thepftice-houſe ofrhe ©: 
free grace of Chriſt, and his draw-bet) alt-rhe multirydes 
of non-coomerts, baptized, and viſibly withiu the Cove- 
nant of grace «which are'in great Brittain , and all the: 
reformed Chutches ; and foto {hut the gates of the Lords: 
gcacions callipg upon all theſe, becauſe they are not, im 
your judgment, choſen to ſalvation , when once you are” 
within your ſelves. For how can the Lord pets. 5. bis" 
people,and A{[yria the work of bis hands \ and all the” gen+ 
tiles {who for number are as the flocks of Kedar ; andthe' 
abnndinceg{the ſea) the agen of 'our Lord and of' 
his Chriſt, iT You number infants, as many do;.and all 
fachas your charity cannot judge converts , as others de,, 


' among heathens and pagans, who have nor a viſible claim 


andinteceſt in Chriſt ?. The candleſtick is not youts, nor 
the houſe ; bur Chrilt fixeth andremoyerh the one, and' 
brildeth or caſteth down-the other, according to his\ 
foreraigaty. We in humility jadge eur ſelves , tho the 
chief of ſinners, the ſous of Zion , and of the feed of* 
Chriſt : if you remore from us , aud carry from hencerthe- 


candleſtick, ler our Father bejudge , and ſhew us why" 


the Lard hath bidden you-come out from amongus:. We* 
lookypon this viſible Church , tho black and ſpotted > as: 
the hoſpiral and -bouſe of fick,, halt , maimed and” 
withered, over which Chriſt is Lord, Phy ſician-aod maſtery: 
and we would wait upon theſe thar arc nor yer in Chriſt, 


| 886ur Lord waited upon us and you both, We therefore: 


your Brethren, children of one Father , cannor bur , wickr? 
urs and-cxceeding ſorrow of heart, carneſtly'entrear v1.) 
Ee 6 beſeccls 


) 
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x by rhe coalolations off his ſpicir, by your 
appaarnnt e the gent gal ofour Lord Ic (as, 
or hip you before G ang rhe ſme Lord.leſus ; 
; 429 quick and the pbk at his appearing 

pl ylates iran 13. nk Break ngt 'the parits and hearts of 
Ning jowhe are dear as theif own ſoul , forfake 
nb of the praple of God, [er'us bot divide, 
Nocgleme ofihe Maple rot, ja this (hyre of. Fife , in 
olc name now write, dare fay , if you depart, 'you 
a ve Mrs bo 467 with us , and he olfcn 
| q your (elves { we el A 

e he. agpr 15. Poon » dear to lefus 
. 7 im $co refore , before you fix judgment 
andp on any untrodeh path Abe a day of humilia- 
tian be agreed upon by us all, and oar Father's mjod and 
wilenoired, hroogh our 60e common Saviour, and let 
ns ſre 0ne anothers faces at belt ceavcniency , aud plead 
the imcreſt of Chriſt, and be comforted, and not tumbled 
ar Your-ways, So expeing your acifwer , we (hall pray, 
that the God of peace, that brought again from che dead 
»ur Lord Teſs, that great ſhepherd of the theep, through 
the blood of the everlaſting Covenant , Way make you 
perfeRt in every good work Ps do his will , working in 
You that which is well-plcaſing in bis Gght,throngh leſus 

Elcift : and ſhall remai. 


$t. Andrews. Your ff eFionat Brother 
n the Lord, $.R. 


0 6, 
* C P 
j 


LESSON OED Y LD ETD CS. 


. ” - ' ' ws 7 655 
- » 
5 bh 15 The $4 (1183 6.4} 2-0 by « 
: | POSTSCRIPE 
. » 37 By nngther Aneoe” ns 4 
3, 5 47 , DY anQtner AogTgOr, eo " <Y 
T | \Ariflian Reeder, eres , gb inco whole hands 
BY letters cmaycope, in order to thine cn 
Wb C went in the 1ruth, &cootiouing iu thefajch of Gods 
ot and ſerled , and that thou mayet not be moved away 
ke rom the;hope of the Goſpel , xhexeot thoy hat bead, by 
je, flight of med. & cunning craftinefs,uberewith they ly in wainto 
in CE art defiicd ro take patice , to what dreadfuland 
frong detuſi ons - fuch wha were 1iag-leaders in this ſeparation, 
il roget ex wich gor a few of their. fi ers ( ſome Lexcept, 
en cauſe God bath excepted.th;m; and T ggays that he may ftillks 
Ir ) except them , andler them ſee alſaghe fin.of whotacceſon they 
Us had-to this,which is ſopunithed in orkers,while they are paſhhy 
nt and preſerved ) have bcen left, and giveg,up pf God. Remember 
d wes fear and trembliag, now the great %ho confrmerh the 
m__ word of his ſerrants, and gerformsthe comnſel of his meſſengers 
and bach” fulfilled  np00 many of thoſe, who fell of from. and 
let for the communion of his Churckrio Scorlanif,, rhac which 


ead lag en. | mucn _ matters ſecrets, becauſe he had 
s 


vent 10 lean his head apon his breeft .. who came out 
led oft A babog ) for-ſaw would follow upon thistarui 
ay, a\ide , and fall the head of ſuch forſikers of a Church, fo 
ead often banour by recerving goal reftimaaics of the- area 
. - [4 
ugh Biidegraom*s love townrds her, as. his ſpouſe, in rej __ 
you over her with iaging, and f frequently helped,tog.ve him ceſti- 
monies of her eadeared affetion to him , 24 her Head, Huſband, 


p 10 eme Lord, and Governour. 1athis we may through 

(0 kembly bor, { nay def; 4 a Los. *ho ill, we cannon tells 
without being guilty of the baſeft ingratitude } that we havenor 
Fees (nteriourt 


tiour { O bleſſed be his grace, ro whom ; 
—" it is forthe commendatios of his glorious oe woes; fon 
R. 
The 


4a 


: _ 
\ + 4 
- >. - 


and tha plcobecarn the raſter th far» Gminty » nd ſee 
; npns {rms kr whereby the Church of 
CURR. cn demery Sees, has ſprabg up- And { would 
alſoftic up thy pure mind by way of xe nce , thitthou 
mayeſt be eſtabliſhed in the preſent truth, in beſeeching thee to 
conſider with awful regard, how , oneperiſh nenry tor the 
weſt of Scoriand with fome perſonsin the adjacent piaces » 
ing us, and falling off from us, upon the ſame pretence , were 
likewiſe in the ſame manner (after other ſrgnificerions of bis dil- 
ſure agaiaſt their way, evideat beyond denia), andtontribu- 
tive to the eſtablihment'of (ach , who take- notice thereof) left 
of the Lord ,. after rheir' many ocher wanderings , to plung and 
etbey Rilye whom plying chemiſne or imgharing the 
ure they ye,wir z ori ring the 
help oforhers... And tho Mk And the hike mighe be been 
warning ſufficient , to all the profefſours of the truch , to have 
coninned in his 3, white they bekel# the juſt ſeveriry of 
God them which fell ; yer! cannor conceal jr, that, as it is 
a grief , beyoad all-that the ſerious ſervants of the Lord have 
om under, ot dofind , becauſe of their other ſufferings . ro 
how maay have followed thele pernicious ways » by reaſon 
of ghom , the- way of truth is' evil ſpoken of; ſo, ir fillsthem 
with amazement. anxiety, yea ſinking and i ftable ſorrow, 
to ſee avt a few profeſſors ofthe truth , ſo rouched ar the 
heart for and\troubled at , the power and ency of theſe 
delufions ; bur walking with as little care , cir- 
cum navd fear or coming neer this ſpreadingeontagion, 
as if they did not thereby provoke rhe Loe'ro leave them to 
that, which onginmde equally loathſome and hatefal to their 
fouls, with bell. 1s je not ftrange? that ſome will ſtand aloof 
from Prelats, and profeſs « hatred ar, . and abhorreace of Popery,. 
Armin aniſm, Braſtsaniſm , Soeinianifm, Arrianiſm , Pelagianiſm, 
Fa sf A mthh aniſm, Atherſ , & Heatbrmi m Oc. And yet, 
there will bea fearleſs , yea familiar conver wich abomina- 
ble Qaakers, without all dne dread of being deſerted of God, 204 
leftto a g of themſelves with-Sarans flime, wherewirh 
they are beſinared; and that botch of bell, which is running upon 
them, wherewith many , becauſe of their too neet approach, 
have been.and are infefted ; yea anda ſpeaking of them as a kind 
of innocents { which if they de,Saran, himſef.in his wrnngs” 
inſt Micheetand his angels is not nocent: -] and. with leſs 
Pathing and abhorrence, then of any ofthe former ; wheregs, 
—__ may be truly: called, [ifrhe term be ſufficiemly ©x- 
prha 


c of theching] pure Devili/as. I mean pot only becauſe of 

that ſpecial power b& influcace Satan kas been obſervedby gra- 
cious and grave men. to have had oyer , and uponthebodies and 
irit, 'of not a few of that monſtrous brood; but © alſo becauſe, 
licked up, and ſwallowed down the dung: of all theſe 


theſc have 
ſoul-deftroying herefies , botched in bell'by the Farber - 
ey 2 hoods | 


and li of theſe moſt 
lies; aud whatfocver is in any b 
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tadlicand dat y that is to their daringy And 
_ isebe moſt mortal poiſbain the cup of cheit abomi- 


of 

out again, in every 
art, peculiar co-that tribe , up this 
angibe ae captbetine on, os ant wyobnpe 

be ſupped lowed down ; ee 
- ; —_ the ofan etidor, thoſe fouls, 
they ſeduce; and while they draw them after them , dtown 
them in rbe ſame perdirion with themſelves. Theſe ate the 
rinnocenty youtalk of. What, a wonder andaſtoniſhment 
© ir, char tha very flink of bell, which cometh-forth at theic 
impure and pol!:te@& mouths 4 in blaſphemies againſt God, his 
Criſt, bis Spicir, his Word , bis preciougend pure Ordioan- 
ces, the puschaſe of che blood of Chet, #nd+he means of fe .low- 
, withthe Fatberand with his ſow Jeſus Chriſt, hould nor 
© all whore . 0: would be repute lovers ofour Lord feſus 
, Chriſtin Gncoricty , abhor them - as the moſt odious vermioe, 


- andblack locuſts. that ever crawled our ofthe infernal lake , or 


croaked upon the face of the earth , and Hee the ſound of their 


; blaſ ousbelchings., as the very Gbilationof the old ſerpent. 
Tee fps = forebidding 


iog roubſtaign from meats, the dedirins. of drvils, what name, or 
notion, can be fallen upon , or found fir, co unfold the nature of 
wr 19 gee » > of all _ dearins. of devils, 
whereby Goſpel bas from t n oppoſes, 
through Sarzns black art and utmoſt malice ?-as if in this one 
tape, and fize ofenemics to the Goſpel, were gathered together 

cemented all the ſeveral parties , thatever Abeddewand Ap- 
pulhon commanded, io his ſeveral expeditions againſt the Prince 
Michas!. For this at once, and for eyer,notin parcels, & by con- 
ſequence, makes void thew hole core of the grace of God, #nd 
the all ofthat bleſied contriveance of ſalvati the ſon ofGod, 
asa ſlain Saviour. Thisis ſuchanexpticituamasked , & groſs 
perverſion of the Goſpel , t hat if rhe Apofle , who badtheſpirir 
of God , . who had the mind of Chriſt ; who bad reccivedthe 
ſpirit oflove, and ofa found miad , who being filled withthe 
holy ghoſt, {poke to a ſcdaceing Zlime! , . ſecking to turn 
away the Deputy , deſiring to hear the word of God , from the 
faith (the perſons.are of the ſame praftice,Z& this is the poſt, here 
pr 7 ſets themto ſtand centry ) in theſe termes, O full of 
all ſabtilty , and all michief, thew child - of the devil , thes ene - 
my of all righteonſurſy, wilt thou net ceaſe to pervert the right 

5 of the Lord 7 Would he bave ſpoke to them in another fille 
or rain, perſons of rhe ſame praQtice? and this is the prey 
they huatfor, vy pervertiog the right wayes ofthe Lord, totura 
men from the faith. once delivered to the ſaints, & to turn a. 
way the ear ofavy , whom they obſerve defireons to hear the 


mod of God, from the truth . that they may turathemunts 
» + thoir 
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theirblaſphembus ſhes and'bewiech even theft fneo a diſobe- 
4ienca to _—_ of whoſe 'eyes Teſts Chrift has hon 

. ' dog pros nh. then” Tearf -- would, & 
act © a0 ron heaven wpon i ſuppoſition 
of i Arup yg degree of Sereeſivn 'of the Goſpel * Chiif;; 
hoy would he have ſent this race af mer *, without more 
.# 80; the-way he ſent Hymivewr &  Hincw/W#Þ,"\xhom he delivered 
Gato Satay. that weep Ugh tearrfdt x0Mihene? As after his 

I6;-matiy of them * were deale with , by Dux Faithful men, 
whewin cifc; who, bydrawing ontChureh cenſures;- delivered 
aopbd, a0 tory 16 ib __m membetss : but while we 
ore pt, ir ; this moſt proper remedic, 
the dbly gb hae fapptied is ina moſt vane ws repay; 
withfach-a witneſs), as he muſt be blind | who feeththem not, 
Carry aboae with thery,the b)akef-like Vidye, & moſt unqueſtio- 
-nable-like charaQer wr 6 gg /of beg cuts bff from that 
Charch , tharhewamierh his own Mod , ' whith they are 
left to blaſpheme,/ and trimblewnder foor', that ever uny race of 
: I INLENY with. A od tha Gther diſciple likewiſe, 
breaths Forth fo mach of love, is moi peremprovy in preſ- 

fng thoſe, whom ht: ades to-th- lowiof Chrit, and ofthe 
brethren, toa pr deteRtation of foch enemies ro Chrift; in 
fo mnch , what he-will not 'kevs any, why would wimaſs theic 
love to him. who witneſſed bis1ove to bigs people; ir ſending his 
6nly begotten ſon int6 the world , ro be a ptopitjationfor rhei: 
ins, and thar they who wete dead in fins and teefpaſſes, mighe 
live though him. to receive them into thes® houſes, or give 
fach faQots forSatan.the leaft of councenttaceo?t encouragemeur. 
And here, by the way , let me ſer befurether the proGice of that 
great man vf God, Mr. ibs Lavragfon (of whom, withour vanity, 
or being judged co hol& mens perſoos ya admipation- for 2dvan- 
rage, y Form xe fig, .tharin the day he was taken up from us, 1 
knew nor (© grear an 'ambaſſidour for Chriſt left behind t1p- 
on th» earth... © tofee fome,, On whoaot this Efab's mantle is 
fallen? } as 2 fie pacters i1-the caſe for thy imſtartion ; who, when 
one of th «ſe meſter ſedurers gud grand trfficqers, to defile the 
world, and bewitch it into che ſame damnable delufion, whereto 
he, u3 2 juſt pithinient for his levity in Refigion , and «har be 
himſelf may know beſids, was left, pretending vid acquaintance, 
eame oO —_ him 4 vifie , would aorreceivehth into his houſe, 
asjudging ,- be could nororherwiſe have wirreffed , his having 
received Fefus Chrift ro dwell in his heare ard houſe, theaby 
ſuch a pradice; atid herein he made himfelf 20 examplefor us, to 
follow ſach'« follower of God »- avndear« bid: © O letall, who 
hopeto befſaved by /cfus Chriſt; 2nd to whom God hath mede 
"him wiſdom, ri ouſneſs, ſfanfification lod redemption? All, 
whn know no other way ofbeing iuſlified beforethe iriunal of 
God : but by the imputed richteouſneſs of him; whote name is 
the Lord eur rightranſoeſs-; "or fv -d 20d rn ified tyrt by his work - 
ing in them to will-and to do , to hath redeemedtben Co 
; FLY 1.4 el 
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iryain erfation by his own blood ;.All, who 
hibedby Bb, have ever had, oz hope to have peace mithGed 
through ove Lord Jeſus Chrift - All, who nowſitragerber3 
heavenly places in Chriſt, and who axe preſervedbyrhe 
God: h faith umo falvation : All. who know p06 
fouotaia to bath their 'eprous foul in, por Riream to blearch thei, 
ſpotted and black ſoul by, that they may a  befoze God wi 
cut ſpot». but theblood of Jeſus Chriſt, whichcleanſerh from 


iniquiey, even his blood, who fox this purpoſe. didy through the * 


eternal fpicie, offer up himſclf without ipqt uato God: All, 
who have found the ſweetneſs, of the ſcriptures, and have felt, 
how their heatt burnt withinthem , while  beralked with them, 
and opencd theſe ugto.thew, and their ear, and beart receive; 
what was ſaid : All, who have been by theſe made, miſe unto 
ſalvation; All, thatever have had acceſs toGadrhrongh Shyilh 
and know 00 other way, of being accepted , but inthe beloved; 
All who ſec themſelves ( and che devil hath pur our his eves, «ba 
ſees it. pot } uader a necefiity, rhaugh ina clean Rate» of making 
dayly uſe ofthe blood. of Chriſt , in, orderta s keeping up of Ul- 
lowSlp deogiat them and the- Father and hig ſoa Jeſus Chrift, 
while here ,, and of heingadoittedty ya part wth bins here< 
afrer_( for, chat maps fect (ball never tapd within that glorious 
City » whezeioto gotbiogthac defileth. ar worketh abomination 


can'entet, which Chriſt doth not waſh; 1/1 ayo:h thee notothpy 
1halg baye we Kh wes is his own word, .toaperſon ina clean 
a4 0. nh after hey Mdhechion the ſeggtence of 
dearh-in thatyelves, , God has ſpoken peace upop the, account of 
bis C ;who.1s Qur peace: All who, they can do, 


imlive under 2 {ety necefiity of davly draw 

& who works in thera both. to gill apd to do» 
per uch,concerneth them. and look only for 
ay} . ] nice, in al through Lap : all, 
great 4/{ is is, cto.be found in him , in the day of their 
pro notre ti okvels  bartbat Se-5 
faith of Chriſt, even the tighteoufneſs which ivof 
th; All, who becauſe they have, finned and come 
hort of the glory a » know ao Other way , but to chrong-in 


amongſt theſe. ungodly . who ace jufiified. freely by bis gratt« 
through the RE Rorlon that is in Chriſt Jeſus, whos God bs 
ſerforthro be 2 propitiation through lh in his þlood ; All, 
whoſe eyes God bas ene , and tytned from darknels to light- 
and from che pqwet of, Satan unto Gyd,, that they may receive 
forgiveaeſs 0s ,. and. an igheritarice amongſt them that ate 
ſ; ified, through aith that is in. him.z All, who have, or ha 
GATE redempticn through his blood.” eyg9 the foregireie!s 
Flins 2, All , fo whom he hath giyehan ritanding to know 
him that is true, and in whol$hcart he has written his law , and 
puthis fear , that they Gall not depart from hirg : Alt. ivro 
whoſe foul he hath ſhived , ro. give thety the Upbt of theknow- 
ledge ofthe glory of God, inthe face of Jeſus Chtik, while this 


Golpel 


Goſpel is hid from others : All , who havereceivedthat ſpirit , 
which isof God 5 and not that ſpirit c which is of the worid, 
wheredy the child of God is diftingtimed from a natural man , 
who receiverth nor the things of the ſpirit of God, { for the 
higheRt pitch and perfeQtion of natural mens light judgeth theſe 
chops iſhneſs. The world through wiſdom hars net God ) 
- neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiricuslly diſcern- 
-<d: All, who ever have been A in his houſe of prayer, 
'#nd have beenzdmitred to walk with the King in the galleries, 
where heis beld : All, to whoſe ſoo! he has endeared and com- 
mended © rdinances . avd who have found the Goſpel, to be the 
power of God unto” (alvition : All; who ate begun partakers 
of the glory to be revealed, and who hope tolie down in the 
grave, underthe comforrable hope of a glorious ceſurreRion, 
and hut their eyes finging - in- the expeftarion that their vile 
body thallbe changed , that ir may be fathioned like his glo- 
rious body , amiag the working whereby he is able even 
- 4 w0mar hy de mlſelf; and chat they hall be caught up 


of their on: 'Who profeſs faithin him , whom 
hes ſent end ſealed to be the ſaviour of the world ; that 
one Mediator , is between God man, the man 


by which he became. Immanze!, God and man in twodiftiat 
natures; unite in bite Sagatorpaatint who is the ſubſtance of 
the , and the myſte Godtineſs.. This which com- 
Pp the APE ofourfalvation, and conſolation ; yea the 
Al of Chriſtian Religion ., is fo wrapt up 'betein, that, what- 
ſoever ftricks at this , Sricks at name and thing of Chriſtian 
Religion . robs usof the whole Goſpel, apd turnes us over in- 
to pure Heatheniſm, ſhuts us out eternally from all acceſs to God, 
ah4 makes our ſalvation forever ſimplie impoſſible; forit we 
believe not, that He is that He , we all dic jn our fins; and yet 
every Article of this , that they may forever deftroy the foun- 
dations of ſalvation, is by them and ſabrerted. T hey, 
putting afalſe Chriſt laftead of therrue Jeſus, the Son of Da» 
vid, our only Saviour; Deaying Chrift to be the ſecond perſon 
of thetrinity ; Denyjng Chriſt ro. be a ſingular perſon; Deny- 
ing Jeſs the ſon of Mary, to be the alone true Chriſt; bur af. 
firmingChriſt 10 be a common forr of thing , to be found in 
every man, 3s it way in the. Son of Mary, even the common lights 
to befoand in the mind of eyery man.in the world ; Aﬀicming 


Jeſus the true Chriſt , the ſon of Mary, to be-onlyan _— 


"vec 


done wy of alyation, which is now manifeſt, by the va 


__ 
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Velſd, which coorzineth this Hghe , as the ſpirit of every other 
holy man doth; & ſo, not only pulling down out exalted Prince 
from his throne of glory + but purting theirfalſe in his 
cc, doathing them with the glory of his propet 2as 
Chriſt aſwell as Be ; becauſe containing rhe ſame lighe wich his, _ 
Thus do they blaſpheme that worthy name, \t ws which we are 
called. Thus do they zob our Saviour,theonly Lord Jeſus Chrif 
whois the ep FOX _ Fathers glory, & Lip w_ 
of his perſon - is glorious prerogarive and majeſty; 
coorempt of this exalced Prince, _ Sine, cloath themſelves 
with the ſpoiles of his honour, And thus do they rob the Church 
of him . whom God bath given , to be het Head . and $oviour; 
that ſo, having turned the world with themſelves into « wn 
gogue of Satan, they mayevrich hell. This is the m 
do ov ini + ap90 bd ped iris, in ſheer ang +1 
L ons ry, prodigious, ape, Satan 
ever yet allumed , or de. he hewed biuſelfinthe world. 
The Lordrebuke thee O Satan! even rhe Lord, who has ſent his 
Fain rms, rag nog ue oper gel ur rms 
, im a ct thee, 
cookant] of the heart of every hom 


Cheiftis become a ſayiour , till he caſt forth this blaſphemous 
ſpizic out ofthoſe demoniacks. For what elfe is this, which 
proceedeth out of the mourhs of ſuch butpure Helofm? 
no man ſure, whohathevet beard the ofthe grace of God, 
or is acquainted with the very inciples of the oracles 
of God,/but, he muſt conclude , men of tharſdive , majice and 
dialeR, men who talke at this rate of railing againſt our Imme- 
»xel, agai aft his holy child Jefus , rhat child borpunco us, and 
that ſon given unto vs, who is yet the mighty God, the everlaſt» 
ing oh » the Prince of peace, muſt be the yery candidars of 
.and have commencedio the infetnal regions, where, more 
black, more abominable,more hartid & bold blaſpbemies, can- 
not be belched forth.” 1 (fy therefore, let all, the name 
CORGENS Ros them; All, to whom that name is an 
vintment poured forth, andto whom beig precious , even he 
h ep: bes habe fo Ziep for ation , and corner 
:diflallowed indeed of theſe buildets, bur choſen of God & 
precious : All, who ſeek a fire reſting place for their ſoul ; tor 


& 


whoſoevet believeth on bim tall not hgatamed. Andall, wbo 
know no other ſolid foundation , for' feundation can-no 
man lay, then thay is laid, which is Jeſs Chriſt,be isthe ſure & 
ſole foundation, let them carry rowards'this race 's 
from the very real profefion of Chti y- as Satans ſpecial a- 
gents and emiſfaries, who with a malice; Infuſed by their maſter, 
ng him. and 2 peculiar keenneſ> , and rage» 

et on fire by hell,blaſpheme the true Saviour, our bleſſed -Lord 
elus, who, being come of the. Farher according to the fleſh, 
God over all bleſſed for ever ; and fight againſt that oge , that 


Pear 
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peating of qur Saviour leſus Chriſt , wbo has abolifbed death, 
nn he. Ani life and immortality to light rhrough the Go- 
oltcutiono* this wat, avd purſuance of this _ 
=} heiven,and that it may ap ar whoſe angels they 
ace at whoſebangner they fight, w ſto 
y them —_ on work,and drives them, in theirreftleſs 
gofſcaand knd, to proſelyte poor ſouls, and draw 
thew4ato m9 he fume conſpric with chemſclvye es, againft our only 
eopole ine he ah the alone way offalvation by him , they 
©, dwith malice and rage, the mediators mini- 

po Fcn” cat forth to preach this eveflaſting Goſpel, 
_ pp ew, 96 lamb of God , who takethawa y the ſins of 
the world, And while they ore preaching the kingdom. of God. 
2nd thoſethings which concern the Lord Jefus Chriſt, 
ſetting Chriſt evideoily crucified before their eyes. that 
may look yato bi and be ſaved : Abd preaching ſalvation 
ub in 1x pag Jel us of Naſareth.and teſtifying, that as God 
bea ry ag anda *wyigtur , to give repentance 
anon of ſuis; fo., there is ao other narne giyen under 
Leven TT beſved._ Theſe aretbeglad ridings 


ds them, ſerves him- 


of great joy le , which make the feer ofhim who 
and this is tbe main ofthe Goſpel of 
_ of, God (year ro without which th 63s 60 Goſpel and 


lvation ) that all ma afſated! hrough chis man, 

whois bo a8: dl , js pra dh oy the for- 

offins , 5h , All 111g 

i t could a: Jo lifts y the 
{veer bi, Green : 


T > which '* itn gf: =o migh 
ſeducers, ifterthe : fine merho & 
had them , 4nd ſeek ro rota ayay their 
they ſeck to the peaplefrom 

enge jathe L 2ds melfi : inthe very 
| a. er northeſe men (ſay 
\ ) der yo! ; Neirherlertheor mik* 
H C Iyi Lard Teſms pvill jorrty 
|: you t the utmoſt. hv. $0044 dex 2 ply to the 

gb rabhin Ng Sie ar J.y , that is to.b+ Fdga@ih eve- 


xy man s ww; muſt aye you., "ind not this 
Chr if, che an fant | ori talk, and would perfyade you) 
1CArna; mar is the bathe YugnMay 


aſedonrr ,tow the minzſtryv! 
there be 008, gfdre eminently quia- 

pm his maiter has girey a ſpecial ſp) th- 

» and perfwading we: ty 

eggs made his only begotten fo", 
far "gpm that they thay be made the 

: , Oge whoſ: yy) he , acd 
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nance; in his adminiftrations, in making manifeſt the favour of 
his knowledge by him amongſt the people : One, highly eſee- 
med for his works fake , andendeared to the lovers of 6ur Lord 
lefus Chriſt, for bis carcing naturally for the flock, and tra 
in birth till Chrift be forme in his hearers : One, by whoſe m 
niſtry Satans dominion over ſuuls is de#royed, and vialicat 
into the glorious hberty of the ſons of God; then, as ifthey were « 
the ſole Treffees that Satan had upon the earth, and his only Fares 
aries, fined for that work; or , as if they were ſent expreſ? from 
hell, t1ey ſer themſelves in oppoſition to this man , and alt who 
walk with him, in the fame ſpirit, and in the ſame ſteps , and do 
all they can,by their bawling, to blaſt the miniſtry of fuch a wor« 
ker together with God. As the miaiſters of Je ſus Chriſt are the 
men in the World againſt whom. they have the moſt pure and 

rfe& hatred; ſo, ir1s againſt rhoſe miniſters, more particularly, 
who are moſt render and edifying, and by whoſe labour amongſt 
the people, their Lord and maſter, who ſent them , ſees ofthe 
travel of his foul and is fortified , rhat'they, 25 the miniſters of 
Saran, ſet themſelves, Very fir meflengersof Satanare they, if 
any were caught up to the third heaven- to buffet him. I appeal 
in this marer to the experience and obſervation of all, whotake 
notice of their way, and how little they trouble others, their m+- 
fer fearing litrle, or finding little damnage to his dominion and 
kingdom, by theſe lazy hybreran idle Loiterers. 

Lerchis Gorthint of that unhallowed generation put us , not 
ouly to weep , to ſee, whata dominion Satan has obtained over 
ſich poor unſetled ſouls, who every day wax worſe & worſe de- 
eeiving and being deceived; but alſo , ro ſtudy more caution and 
circuraſpeRion in our way, for the future, and that in order,both 
to out own preſervation, that that wicked one touch us nor, nor 
bave acceſs to rumble us headlobg in this gulf, and alfo in order 
to the recovery ( if ithe poſſible ) of ſome, atleaft, of thoſe, out 
ef this ſnare of the devil, who arc taken captive by bim at his 
pleaſure, ler all who would be ſavedithemſelves.or would nor be= 
come a ſnare tv others, by embotdaing them by their example, 
to converſe to their perdition with ſach de@eivers, ſave them- 
--j » and ſtandaloof from this geaeration, that they may be 
wed, 

It may andonght rcbe remembred, ' and regret by all of us, 
tharwhen Satan firſt ſer up by 1beſe proxrer,, and 2 in this 
diſguiſe to a upon the Nage ,. he gained not alittle at his ficſt 

ult, by our contemprand ſecurity. ' For every one thought, 
the devil was turned duxs,& had plaid the wrong card, and failed. 
ia his politicks , in fallin ypon the probably taking way, _ 
that ever he had yer attetmpred, how to promove his own 
kingdom of darkneſs . or oppoſe the cyming ofthe kingdom of 
the Son of Fod, in ſo Hleara day of the Goſpels ſhineing bright- 
neſs. And therefore, however men were amazed at the appea» 
tance of fuch 2 monſter, ( and the morethey were amazed at its 
fizeand rape, the more they thought themſelves exempred 
rom 
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from all care, xo trouble-themſolves in telling the world, that it 


was ſuch, aud whence it came, and whither it went; it was taken 
x ——_ diſcerning for granted , that the devil intended this 
of ridiculous pageanery, only for an iaterlude, that ſo, while 
were gazcing and mocking, he might fill the Rage with Rome”; 
; - And the more judicious cannot but diſcern, how 
the devil in this dreſs, bath had the afiflance ofhis old Cabe/-the 
Conclave - andby the brimfton , which iffue out of their mouths, 
wherewith ſo many are killed, they may wellbe jud ged to make 
up one of Abaddens legions ) yer it was put out of doube with 
moſt, that the Chriſtian world, eſpecially Churches, which 
had enjoyed ſo fair a day, and hadbeenia a mannerthe valley of 
vifioo, could not be into a liking of this hell-blak com- 
pound of all the moſt damaablc berefies; and judged, that there 
was bur little reaſon to fear, that Satan ould preyaile much, of 
make any notable inroads upon the Church, while he appeared ſo 
like himſelf, Yea it was thoug ht impoſlible, that any , who had 
bur the uſe of his r2aſon, much leſs any, who pro religion, 
could be bewitched wa pry into a Gay. which ſeemed to 
catry irs own antidor with it, becauſe irs poiſon was ſo palpable 
and Satan had been at ſo little pains to buske this hooke, or hid 
his malice, ia to murther as many, as ſhould ſwallow 
this ſope. Nay, ſome were up, and tuſhed at the fear of 
others, in ftead of being deeply affefted , ro ſee , whar ſpiritual 
m—ms and plagues, we were thereby threatned with , and 
to be poured forth , upop 2 people , who had walked, fo 
unfuceably to that degree of glorious Goſpel light , which had 
ined among us; bur Alas1 it is our folly, tothiak, that 
Satan plays the fool alwayes, when be puts on hoodandbells ! 
for, he perceiving the temper & untenderneſs of many high pre- 
tenders, who had not received rhe truth in love, an - 
ctiveing how in place of pure po and undefiled before God, 
4 giddy gaudineſs was entertained, as the badge of a progreſſive 
know ,and looked upon ,' 35s an high attainment: Satan, 
I ſay , obſerveiug the propenſion of many , to turn away theic 
eares from the ſolid ſubſtantial and ſaving truths of the Goſpel, 
and how ready weee to be turned unto fables, appearsia 
this dreſs, and when men in their gaudy giddioeſs came to 
gaze, when they oughtto hdfoated on with the reare in their 
eye, allona ſudden, he opens this Nluce of hell upon them , 
and ſpues this flood out mouth after the woman, who had 
brougheforch the man child of reformation ( by which he was 
becauſe thereby caſt uoro the earth ) that be might 
of the flood. Oh ifthis day we could 
weep over our folly, whocartied in 


cauſe her tobe carried 
remember our faulrs , 


that day, as ignorant of Satans devices ; . for, though we out 
' ſores Lagoon fomewey Reed agate® bye ſucceſs,in this garbe 
and ſhape, afrerthe light had ſhined in ſuch agg weary". 


nel: , yetit became us; to have been affe 
bay hpannkg Ic the rumer of Eo  LEfocks 
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me pragons or he advantage of Lreat] by 

en an 1 

this dice, jor Po attempts for reformation . in 4 

hile asthat they , upon heariag what giddioeſs and p | 
me”s taGops ſome were delivered over uato , ina Charch en 
how deavours, might abandon all efſayes that way, & bleſs themſclyes 
the in « ſupinecegle@ , of what is yer ogably their - 
\the, * But thac which gave Sataa the greateſt advantage of all , was 

nake that mot men ar Grſt did, ( and got a few continue to doſo to 
with this day) out of a kind of fooliſb pity, look upon them , 4s a well 
hich meaning kind of harmele(s , though half hallocked, 

y of And therefore converſed with them , without all fear or appre- 
«Av hended neceſſity of fearing a being infeQed with ri 
here which was got up into their head. and for which they ould have 

\. of been put out of the camp of the Iſrael of God, as utterly uncleat 
edſo And it came ro paſs, that he who in diſdain & coatengpt 
had of that ſnare, ſaid to day-am I dog to do this greatevil, began to 
zion, batk with them to morrow, at the ſun of righteouſneſs , andall 

ed to the healing thatis under his wings. & to belch forth blaſphemies 
able agaioft the way and word of God. Let no man therefore wonder 

© hi at Satans ſucceſs , under this ſhape , or at the ſpreading ofthis 
Now ous leproſy : Nay, let him conclude without 2 peradven- 

ar of cure, that it will certaioly ſpread further, ifthe courſe, ſo pro 

itual 10 preſerve our ſelves and cure them , preſcribed by our bieked 


| and Lord, the great phyſician of his Church , be not followed. Ler 
1, fo them therefore be tuned, that they may be athamed, when chey 
| had find themſelves tink io the noſtrils ofall, who ſavour the things 
| that of God; and ſhut our from all , who ate called by his precious 


ells ! name, as perſons bearing and branded with another name and 
þ pre- mark. Let a0 man who wouid not expoſe himſelf to the ſnare of 

per- thedevil, and harden them to deſtruQion , liſten unto chem, 
God, receive them into his houſe,or carry any otherwiſe towards them 


effive thearowards Satans agents & onde. who are ſo known by their 
_ calk and cokens , that ſcarce can it be ſaid, they transform them=- 
/ theic ſelvesinto _—_ oflighe , yu they may wit wa _—_— facili» 
ofpel. oy ove the kingdom of darkneſs. Let met e beleec 

jotpet Sf obieſt al the fRoies of God, to whoſe hands theſe _—y 
ne to all come,by their love to bim,by their longing after the come- 
their of Chriſts kingdom , and their defires of the earth's being 
wn with the knowledge of bis glory , as the waters cover the 
io had ſea ; by the love they hare to their own immortal ſouls , & the 
\e Was ſalvation ofthe preſeng generation and poſterity. Tea, let me 
might make bold to charge them, in the name and authority of the great 
could God. and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by their rey” Hakan on 


ried in before him , and as ever they expeRtobe admitted to Chrift's 
c out company,and find a placeamoagf them,who are ſaved & waſhed, 
; vatbe ja his » & made Kings & Prieſts unto God , & his Father, * 
v1 ht. make more conſcience hence-forth of abſtaining from all cog. | 
Me vert, beyond che unpleaſant conftraine of pure _ | 
rſuchs | with this race of the moſt dogenerat brood , and dif- 

perat 


"a 


Ov 


RG . _ ro counter-whrkdnd 


i progreſs ofede Goſpel T he adequat remedy , ; 


C? vt iu the hand ofevery , nor any privat Chriftion ; 
XS plaiſter into every mans hand, ved has made 
wares 14. it, while other remedies are not 
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pit oder ron. oft pres 1h ogerenn— 


: by ry rote oontoyina ho 
[ "with the opt re of dro lantonpyn cheſores craders % traffiequers 
for Saran, & Jer him ua all converſe with thery. Enter not joto 


n "Mikes, <9 8, pal avd go not iu the way of theſe 
men , avoid it, net by it, turn from jtandpaſrawar. 

r houſe incli dearh, and their paths unto the 
None S leaſt few] unto them, return agaiu,ncithber 

they bajd of the parhs of lng th» hw Lord pre- 

pirion, and do or > let neither lf nor others won- 


Wits ine ane = wkgepd preſum eopurgrovcs contetmpt,he be 


; fanetion 4 » Which 
has over-taken Fug tbr ag neigh, he ther they Ao and 
Mee. peg abl » hold- 
* 4 I perf es of Clraiens ” wo tne Jon 
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£2 andrhen iris 1 ble, nor to grow in anabborrence at 
| i , which his ſoul bates, as the 
z and pe rien to-that ſalverivd , which is in | 


wp (7 gen profprig it plain atrempt ayaiaſt the 
a the mediacor's and his 
Re rravel ax pr? way wh and being iatiofied, char ever Satan 
| made or managed by a c_ But, I have poſſibly exceeded 
f 'rhe juft li-oirs of a Pokiige and therefore com mining thee to 
| = Ginhs and guijdin Fes of did merry is of power to 
- , and keep thee from fall ing, -and preſent rhee favlt- 
- NOM preſence of his \">OE exceeding joy, I here 


